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Editorial

The big decision this year is to move to cfine publication, which has been
necessitated by a steady yeaon-year fall in demandfor the Report which has
now made printed publication financially unviable. Because of Covid pandemic
restrictions, we have been able to make fast progress in writing thReport so it
will be live on-line at our website highlandbirds.scotbefore the end of 2020. As
the Reportis free to view, there are no publication cost restrictions on its length
or colour content, so it includes more bird images than before. Readers wholksti
prefer to have a printed copy can purchase it & print -on-demand price plus
postage, which will be detailed on the website.

More changes to the species order made by BOU bring gamebirds to the top of
the list, starting with Capercaillie, with some sraller alterations thereafter. It is
accepted that an index of species is nhow necessary and one is included. Changes
to authors of species sections have resulted and we welcome a new author, Colin
Leslie, who writes the Gamebirds to Grebes rearranged seatiocAuthors of all
following sections, apart from Geese to Ducks and Raptors to Raven, have had to
swap some species in the revised order. Unfortunately, because of Covid
restrictions, Sue Sykes & Angus Miller were unable to aerite the Dipper to
Buntings section and Pete Gordon has stepped into the breach. Pete has also
taken on the role of Assistant Editor, an innovation which has greatly improved
the way theReportis produced. Sue Sykes has kindly taken over the updating of
the Gazetteer.

It is very heartening that the same authors continue to write the District
summaries, as efficiently and insightfully as ever. Likewise, Hugh Insley is
continuing to analyse and summarise the ringing data generated in Highland,
which are more voluminous this year. Asmportant, we continue to receive
invaluable yearly survey data, which form the cemepiece of many species
accounts, thanks to local staff of the RSPB, SWT and individuals and groups with
specialist knowledge on various island or unique sites. We are vegyateful for

the input of the organisations and individuals involved. Bob Swann now provides
WeBS, Eider breeding and heronry counts in addition to his usual seabird data
and we are glad to have Kane Brides as our new source of Moray Firth grey
goose data.

This year theReportis based on more records than in 2018, with the BirdTrack,
total up by over 1000 to over 150000 and more than 31000 eBird records
obtained. However, for meaningful estimates of changes from 2018 to 2019, for
some species only BirdTrak data were compared. When this was doné is

stated in the text; otherwise both data sources were used. As ever, we are very
grateful to all the local observers who are allowing us to use their photographs
and to Marcus Conway for again selecting the best of them and advising on their
presentation.

Alex Joss (Highland Bird Report Editor)
Email: ejoss99@btinternet.com



Guide for submitting bird records

Why submit records?

All acceptable records receivediirectly by the Recorderor via BirdTrack are
used to produce species summaries in the annublighland Bird Report This is
intended to be the definitive historical record of birds occurring in Highland,
open to comparison with previous years. It aims to give details of breeding
performance, distribution, movements and betweeryear changes of common
species, as well as providing a valuable record of rare and scarce species in the
area. Submitting your recordsallows these summaries to be as accurate as
possible. In addition, pooled knowledge of birds occurring at individual sites
allows for an assessment of the ornithological value of #sites. This can
contribute towards decisions on development proposals,iging a real and
immediate conservation value to your records.

To ensure that contributors and readers of theédighland Bird Reporthave

confidence in its content, the Recorder is appointed by the committee of the

Highland Branch of the Scottish Ornitholog OO0 08 #1 OA8 7EAOA APDPOI P
of rare and scarce species are assessed by the British Birds Rarities Committee

(BBRC), the Scottish Birds Records Committee (SBRC) or the Highland Records

Committee (HRC). It is important to remember that whe a recad fails to pass

this assessment process it does not necessarily mean that a mistake in

identification has been made. Far more often it means that the necessary

standard of proof to permit a record to enter the permanent record has not been

met.

Which type s of record are most useful?

The annualHighland Bird Reporis a summary of the ornithological year in the
area and does not include evergubmitted record of every bird seenMany of the
records included involve systematic and cardinated counts, a careful
observations of breeding performance. However, the report also tries to reflect
other aspects of ornithology, such as the distribution of species in the area and
the timing of migration, or the sighting of rare or scarce species. This last
categay is the oneto which many eyes will be drawn initially, but these records
are often the rewards of many days of hard fieldwork recording our regularly
occurring or common species.

Please note that all records of birds in the Highland recording area ansost
welcome. You never know when your seemingly everyday record may be just the
piece of information we are looking for to use in the annual report. However, to
give an idea of the types of records which prove most useful, we would especially
welcome:

0 Arrival dates of summer visitors
in spring.



o] First dates of inlandbreeding species
which desert the uplands in winter.

0 Last dates of summer visitors
in autumn.
o Arrival dates of winter visitors
in autumn.
o] Lastdates of winter visitors in spring.
o) Records of rarities and birds scarce

in the area (including descriptions).
o] Counts of flocks of commoner species.

0 Comments on increases or decreases
in any species in your area.

o] First dates of birdsheard singing
in your area.
0 Breeding colony counts and other

appropriate breeding data; for
example nest box schemes.

o] First dates of birds seen nest
building, feeding young or with
fledged young.

o] Common species in unusual
circumstancesor exhibiting unusual
behaviour.

When submitting records, species sightings should, where possible, include the
following details:

species, number, age and sex if known, direction of flight (if appropriate), date
and location.ldeally, the location should be given as a place name included
on an Ordnance Survey 1:50000 or 1:25000 map, accompanied by a six -
figure grid reference, but for many purposes a place name and four -figure
grid reference is adequate .

There are occasions Wwen the locality of a bird record should be kept
confidential. Examplesare records of rare or scarce breeding birds. These
records may be submitted to theRecorder in strict confidence and should be
clearly marked as confidential. These will be stored sepately from the main
bulk of records.Such records will appear in theHighland Bird Reportonly as a
brief summary and no specific localities will be published. Unless specifically
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requested not to do so, breeding records for all species on the list ofrea

breeding birds for which data are collected by the Rare Birds Breeding Panel
(RBBP) will be submitted by the Recorder to the RBBFhese records are

treated in strict confidence by RBBP and are only reported by county summaries
in the annual report on rare breedingbirds published in British Birds.

How to submit your records

Whilst someobservers prefer to send records in at the end of each calendar year,

we strongly encourage contributors to register for BirdTrack on the BTO

website. By doing so it is then very simple to submit records on an ongoing basis

throughout the year, while the information is still fresh in the mind. At the end of

OEA UAAOh xA AAT OEAT rsoAdne febdald OAOU 1T AGAOO
spreadsheet prepared by BirdTrack. The most important thinghowever, is

alwaysto enter as much of the information that is requested in the section above

as possibleespecially a grid reference , as well as on occasion using the

BirdTrack free textCommentsbox to add any interesting observations about a

particular record.

For the few of you who as yet ar@ot using BirdTrack, please send all records to

the Highland Bird Recorder John Poyner6 Mackenzie Crescent, Nethy Bridge,
Highland PH25 3DU. Tel 07875 094666

The preferable way to communicate is via-enail.

e-mail address: highlandrecorder@yahoo.com




Contributors to Highland Bird Report 2019

The following organisations kindly submitted records for inclusion within this
Report. Sincere apologies for discontinuing the practice of listing the hundreds of
individual observers who submit records each year, a list which required
exhaustive updating every year with the attendant scope for error, omission or
duplication. Any observer who has submitted records, no matter how many, via
the Highland Recorder, BirdTrack, eBird, or any of the organisations listed
below, can be assured that their records have contributed to a significant degree
in the preparation of this Report

BirdGuides

BirdTrack
cairngormscapercaillie.scot

Colin Richards Upland Group

eBird

Eigg Bird Report

Facebook

Highland Birds Facebook

Highland Raptor Study Group
Highland Ringing Group
highlandbirds.scot

Isle of Canna Breeding Seabird Counts
Moray Firth WeBS Counters

North Sutor Monitoring Report
RAFOrnithological Society

RSPB Highland Local Group

RSPB Insh Marshes

RSPB Scotland

Shiants Auk Ringing Group
Speyside Black Grouse Study Group
Surfbirds

SWT Handa Island

SWT Isle of Eigg

Trektellen.org

www.skye-birds.com

WWT Moray Firth Grey Goose Counts



Reporting rare or scarce species and recent rarity
decisions

Descriptive evidence is required for the acceptance of the record of any rare or
scarce bird in the Highland recordingarea. In some cases, the Rare Breeding
Birds Panel may also require descriptive evidence. Below are guidelines on the
types of records considered by each assessmeobmmittee and the species for
which descriptions are required. It is very important thatdescriptions be
submitted via the Highland Recorder who will forward them to the relevant
authority and notify the observer of the outcome of assessment. The bulk of the
description should, where possible, be based on original field notes made before
reference to books or other reference material.

It is important for observers to submit records with details of rare species to
John Poyner ahighlandrecorder@yahoo.comas soon as possible after a
sighting. It is helpful if these records are submitted on a standard form (available
from the Recorder or the relevant websites). Records will be judged locally or
sent either to the Scottish Birds Records Committee (SBRC) oetBritish Birds
Rarities Committee (BBRC) as appropriate. All the forms are available to
download on thewww. highlandbirds.scotwebsite. Alternatively, BBRC forms
can be downloaded fromwww.bbrc.org.uk and SBRC forms can be downloaded
from www.the-soc.orguk. For local rarities, please use an SBRC for@laims of
rare subspecies should be accompanied by full descriptions and, preferably,
photographs, and will be assessed by the appropriate committee.

It is always a good idea, however experienced abserver you are, to get
somebody else to confirm your identification. We would also appreciate it if all
occurrences of rare or scarce birds are reported to the Recorder as soon as
possible, so that others may have a chance to see the bird as welegpage6 for
details). We fully appreciate that some sightings may be in sensitive areas and we
will not inform the general birding community of the occurrence of a rare bird if
OEEO EO ET OEA AE O Agedficallykeydestdsinddtd @As® O O

British Birds Rarities Committee (BBRC)

This committee is made up of experts in bird identification who are elected by
the County Recorders. It consists of 10 voting members and a nenting
secretary, serving for a fixed term, who adjudicate on all records of species, and
some distinctive subspecies, which rarely occur in Britain ¢ee their website for
full details).

Please note that no records of species considered by BBRC will be
published in the Highland Bird Report , or the BBRC Report on Rare Birds in
Britain, unless they have been accepted by BBRC.
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BBRC record accepted for 2009:

Cackling Goose (secongear). between Duntulm and Kilmaluag, Skye. 7 April.

P Dolton & MJ LearoydThis species was added to the British List in 2016 and this
record was accepted by BBRC in 2019. It is a first for Highland

BBRC records accepted for 2017:

41 AAGOT, AOOAO #iAdridvipabvipesifirst viter) . Odal® Bay12-
15 October. Peter Stronach.

47T AAGOT, AOOAO #iAdridr/pabvipesifirst viter) . Y& 8Dalziel.
16 December. Jonathan Clarke & Lyndaraham.

The above two records are of the same bird.

BBRC records accepted for 2019:

Cackling Goose. Balloch. 185 December. Mark Leitch & Peter Stronach.
Cackling Goose. Balloch. 31 December. lan Broadbent.

Blue-winged Teal (adult drake). Mellon Charles. 18 Mare June. Bob McMillan.
Terek Sandpiper. Dornoch Point. 280 June. Dean MacAskKill.

Blue-cheeked Beeeater. Achnahaird. 23 June. Stuart Edwards.

American Cliff Swallow. Meanish Pier, Lower Milovaig.72August. Sam & Ella
Langlois Lopez.

s N oA A

Iberian Chiffchaff. Balnakeil Farm. 1719 May. Peter Stronach.

BBRC record not proven for 2019:

Snowy Owl. Loch an Arbhair. 13\pril.

Taiga Flycatcher. Keoldale. 8 November.

Black-headed Wagtail. Waternish, Skye. 26 April.

Redthroated Pipit. Nethy Bridge (Nocturnal Sound recording). 24 March.

BBRC record pending for 2019:

[Grey-bellied Brant*]. Dalziel, Castle Stuart5-6 March & 26 November.

(*At the moment, it is not recognised as a species or subspecies by the major
taxonomic authorities and as a consequence records are not being formally
assessed by BBRC.)

Scottish Birds Records Committee (SBRC)

The SBRC adjudicates on all records of birds which are rare in Scottish terms, but
which are not included in the BBRC list. It has seven voting members and a non
voting secretary, and at least six members must vote in favour for a record to be
accepted.

SBRC ecord accepted for 2017:
Woodchat Shrike.Strath Dearn. 79 June. Finder unknown & Peter Stronach.

SBRC ecords accepted for 2019:

Yellow-legged Gull. LoweMilovaig, Skye. 16 Jun@€5 December. Andy Stables.
Olive-backed Pipit. Tarbat Ness. 5 November. Bob Swann & Peter Stronach.
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Please note that no records of these species will be published in the
Highland Bird Report , or the SBRC Report onRare Birds in Scotland, unless
they have been accepted by the SBRC.

Species and [notable subspecies] for which SBRC requires a
description , as of June 2020:

[Black Brant] Woodlark

Alpine Swift Short-toed Lark

Stone-curlew Red-rumped Swallow
Black-winged Stilt Cetti’s Warbler

[Continental Black-tailed Godwit] Radde’s Warbler

White-rumped Sandpiper Dusky Warbler

Caspian Gull Greenish Warbler
Yellow-legged Gull Melodious Warbler
White-winged Black Tern Dartford Warbler

[Franz Josef Land Little Auk] Subalpine Warbler (ssp. cantillans)
Wilson's Petrel Nightingale (ssp. megarhynchos)
Cory’s Shearwater Red-flanked Bluetail

Great Shearwater Citrine Wagtail

Night-heron Arctic Redpoll

Cattle Egret Parrot Crossbill (Sutherland, Lochaber,
Purple Heron Skye & Lochalsh only)
Montagu’s Harrier Scottish Crossbill

Black Kite (Skye & Small Isles only)
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Serin

Red-footed Falcon Ortolan Bunting

Woodchat Shrike Cirl Bunting

Highland Records Committee (HRC)

The Highland Records Committee (HRC) is tasked with assessing records of rare
and scarce birds that occur in the recording area and making decisions on the
content and order of the species list published within thedighland Bird Report It
will adjudicate on a variety of speciesexcluding those considered by the British
Birds Rarities and Scottish Birds Records Committees (BBRC and SBRC), that are
rare in, or new to,the recording area, or which may easily be confused with rare
species. In the event of onef the HRC members being involved in the reporting

of a bird which is being adjudicated upon by the committee, that person will not
be allowed to vote upon the record and the Recordewill cast a votein his/her
place.(In 2020, this was changed to presere the independence of the Recorder

in the voting process. A probationary HRC member, due to start a term the next
January, is the sixth assessor for records submitted by a committee member.)

The composition of the Highland Records Committee which carried out
adjudications on the records of thisReportstarted with Bob McMillan (Chair);
Mary Galloway, Martin Benson; Bob Swann; Andy Williams; Toby Green. During
the year, Mary Galloway and Bob Samn retired, to be replaced by Kate Clarke
and Dean MacAskill(For a small number of 2019 records not assessed until
2020, Marcus Conway was the substitute assessor, as described above.)

11



Please note that no records of species which require consideration by HRC
will be published in the Highland Bird Report unless backed up by a
description which has been accepted by HRC.

Species and [notable subspecies] for which HRC requires

descriptions, as at January 2021:

[dark-bellied Brent Goose]

Snow Goose

Taiga Bean Goose

Tundra Bean Goose (added back 2019)
White-fronted Goose (European race)
Bewick’s Swan

Egyptian Goose

Garganey (female & juv. only)
American Wigeon

Green-winged Teal

Red-crested Pochard

Ring-necked Duck

Surf Scoter

Ruddy Duck

Smew

Nightjar

Turtle Dove

Spotted Crake

Common Crane

Red-necked Grebe

Black-necked Grebe

Avocet

American Golden Plover

Little Ringed Plover

Temminck’s Stint

Buff-breasted Sandpiper

Pectoral Sandpiper

Red-necked Phalarope

Grey Phalarope

Spotted Redshank

Sabine’s Gull (Inner Moray Firth only)
Ring-billed Gull

[Kumlien’s Gull]

Roseate Tern

Black Tern

Long-tailed Skua (juv. & imm. only)
White-billed Diver (added 2019)

, A A AE 3 Annér Maray Aitth oply)
Balearic Shearwater

White Stork

Bold species delegated by SBRC

[Continental Cormorant]
Glossy Ibis

Spoonbill

Bittern

Great White Egret
Honey-buzzard (except breeding)
Rough-legged Buzzard
Little Owl

Bee-eater

Wryneck

Hobby (except breeding)
Ring-necked Parakeet
Red-backed Shrike

Golden Oriole

Chough

Marsh Tit

Willow Tit

Bearded Tit

Shore Lark

Pallas’s Warbler

Blyth’s Reed Warbler
Reed Warbler

Marsh Warbler (added 2020)
Icterine Warbler

Barred Warbler
Firecrest

Rose-coloured Starling
Bluethroat

Red-breasted Flycatcher
Yellow Wagtail (*)
Richard’s Pipit
Olive-backed Pipit
Water Pipit
[Scandinavian Rock Pipit]
Common Rosefinch
Parrot Crossbill (*)
Scottish Crossbill (**)
Corn Bunting (***)

Little Bunting

Red species addd in 2021

* SBRC species for Sutherland, Lochaber, Skye & Lochalsh [Sonagrams required]
** SBRC species for Skye & the Small Isles [Sonagrams required]
*** except in core breeding area east of Inverness

A all races, excluding BBRC ssp.



Please study the HRC description list carefully as it is revised annually.

The HRC mayglso require a description for any record of a normally common

species that does not fall within the normal pattern of occurrence, for example a

Willow Warbler in winter. Any difficult or contentious decisions may be passed

on to SBRC for adjudication. Imany cases, all that will be required is a brief
AAOAOEDOETT AAOAA 11 OEA AEACIi T OOEA AEAAOOO.
Photographs are acceptable and indeed helpfldut must be accompanied by a

written statement describing the circumstances othe record.

If accepted the record may be included in the report for the year in which it was

reported. Submissions received after the publication deadline for the year in

xEEAE OEA OAAT OA 1T AAOOOAA xEI 1 AA EAIT A 1 O6A
report. In the case of birdswhich are seen by many observergplease do not

assume that others have reported the occurrence. Every year we are unable to

include birds seen in Highland because rone has made a submission to HRC for
consideration.

HRC considered 65 submissions foritols (32 species and six suispecies)seen
in 2019. G these,56 were acceptedand in nine cases insufficient evidence was
presented for the records to be acceptednly those observers who submitted
acceptable descriptions are listed below.

HRC record accepted for 2017:
Hawfinch (possible breeding attempt). west Invernessshire. 9 March26 June.
Jean Macfie.

HRC records accepted for 2019:

[dark-bellied Brent Goose] (adult). Croman. 19 March. Chris & Tony Johnson
[dark-bellied Brent Goose]adult). Broadford Bay. 9 October. Neil Bennett
(Lesser) Snow Goose (intermediate morph). Castle Stuart. 22 Novemhinuary
2020. Colin Leslie.

TaigaBean GooseUdale Bay. 4 October. Al McNee.

Tundra Bean GooseUdale Bay. 13 November. Dave Pierce.

Garganey (adult drake). Balnakeil Marsh,27 April. Dean MacAskKill.

Garganey (adult drake). Broadford Bay27 April. Diane & Jonathan Penman.
Garganey (adult pair). Loch Evelixé May. Dean MacAskill.

Garganey (adult drake). Loch Neil Bhairgutherland. 19 MayDavid & Auvril
Haines.

Garganey (drake & female). Balnakeil Marsii9 May. Scott Wotherspoon.
Garganey. Kinellan Pond. 20 May. Ray Wilby.

American Wigeon(adult drake). Loch Eye. 3 Octobe20 December. Bob Swann.
American Wigeon(adult drake). Merkinch.26 October31 DecemberColin
Leslie.

American Wigeon(adult drake). Loch Insh. 26 Decembedanuary202Q Dave
Pierce & Fraser Todd.

Greenwinged Teal (adult drake). Udale Bay8-10 March. Mary Galloway.
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Greenwinged Teal (adult drake). LochFlemington. 15 November. Peter
Stronach.

Ring-necked Duck (adult drake). Little Loch Shir,airg. 6 February. Peter Miller.
Ring-necked Duck (adult drake)Loch nan Eala, Arisaig. 249 May. Martine
Wagenaar & Ronnie Dyer.

Ring-necked Duck (firstwinter). Loch Evelix. 2429 December. Dean MacAskKill.
Surf Scoter (adult drake & secongear). Embo. 29 June. Scott Wotherspoon.
Rednecked Grebe (adult)Embo. 1 December. Dean MacAskKill.

Avocet (3). River Conon mouth. 122 April. John Mackay.

Little Ringed Plover. Alturlie. 22 May. Jonathan Clarke & Robert Wilson.

Little Ringed Plover. Alturlie pools. 31 Jub4 August. Dave Tanner & Robert
Wilson.

Buff-breasted Sandpiper (firstyear). Adinahaird. 1-3 October. Andy Williams.
Rednecked Phalarope (female). Insh Marshes. 11 June. Dave Pierce & Fraser
Todd.

Grey Phalarope (firstyear). River Borgie, Sutherland. 1411 October. Peter
Cosgrove.

Spotted Redshank. Ardgay/Bonar BridgelO January Michael Hoit.

Spotted Redshank (adult). The Mound. 24 April. Dave Tanner.

Black Tern (first-year). Brora. 4 AugustDean MacAskill.

Black Tern (juvenile). Whiteness Bay. 1 September. Colin Leslie.

Black Tern (first-year). Dornoch Point. 16 SeptembeDean MacAskill.
Long-tailed Skua (pale + dark phase, firsyear). 7-8km SE of Tarbat Ness. 19
September. Andy Williams.

White-billed Diver. Loch Clash. 27 January. Maggie Sheddan, Keith Cowieson, Jim
Bryden & John Nigel We4.

Balearic Shearwater. Faraid Head, Balnakeil. 15 September. Rob Hughes & Nina
I 6(ATTT18

Balearic Shearwater. Embo. 21 September. Dean MacAskill.

Great White EgretKinbrace. 20 October. Bob & Lesley Mitchell.

Hobby (adult pair). N. Sutherland. 1317 May. Peter Stronach.

[Nordic Jackdaw]. Dornoch21 November. Dean MacAskKill

Redbreasted Flycatcher. Keoldale. 8 November. Andy Williams.

Shore Lark. Dornoch Point. 19 Octobedanuary 2020. Dean MacAskKill.
[Siberian Chiffchaff]. Midgarty Burn. 19 Octobef November. Dean MacAskKill.
[Siberian Chiffchaff] (3). Durness Kirk. 85 November. Andy Williams.
[Siberian Chiffchaff]. Balnakeil Craft Village. 25 November. Peter Stronach.
[Siberian Chiffchaff]. Ardmair. 28 November. Andy Williams.

Reed Warbler Balnakel Farm. 17 May. Peter Stronach

Reed Warbler (firstyear). Dalchork. 28 August. Bob Swann.

Rosecoloured Starling. Aird, Bernisdale & Portree. 122 June. Seamus Fraser &
Donald MacSween.

Rosecoloured Starling (adult). Clachan, Staffin. 2 AuguskErevor Lane & Bob
McMillan.

Yellow Wagtail. Balnakeil Farm. 17 May. Peter Stronach.

Yellow Wagtail.Balnakeil Farm (ssp flava 2 males). 1819 May. Scott
Wotherspoon.

Water Pipit. Dornoch Point. 22 Januanat least 7 February Dean MacAskKill
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Water Pipit (2). Dornoch Point. 17 Decembedanuary 2020 Dean MacAskill
[Scandinavian Rock Pipit] (adult). Brora. 26 March. Dean MacAskill.
[Scandinavian Rock Pipit]. Dornoch Point. 8 April. Dean MacAskill.
Hawfinch (2 pairs & 6 fledglings). Undisclosed sité{ighland. 10 June (adults
present from January 2017). Anonymous, Hugh Insley & Desmond Dugan.

HRC records not proven for 2019:

Taiga Bean Goose. Killen, Easter Ross. 22 February.

Nightjar. Badenscallie, Wester Ross. 7-8 July.

Black-necked Grebe. Ord Bay, Sleat. 19 March.

Pectoral Sandpiper. Kentra Bay, Acharacle. 14 August.

[Kumlien’s Gull] (first-winter). Embo. 28 November.

Rough-legged Buzzard (adult male). Forsinard. 29 November.

Hobby (adult). Lentran. 12 October.

[Continental Coal Tit (ssp. ater)]. Kyllachy House, Strath Dearn. 19 January.
Bluethroat. Loch Achtriochtan, Lochaber. 22 May.

Rare Breeding Birds Panel (RBBP):

Every effort is made to make the Breeding subections for rare breeding birds in
the systematic list consistent with what is published in the RBBP report for the
year. However, as successive issues of our Report have deliberately been
published on earlierand earlier dates each year, we now find that our
publication date this year precedes that of the RBBP report fo2018 by two
years.

Rare Breeding Birds in Highland in 2018: An annual report on rare breeding
birds in the UK is published by the RBBP iBritish Birds.As well as records
submitted through the County Records system, it includes additional information
such as that obtained from Raptor Study Groups, Wildlife and Countryside Act
Schedule 1 Licene Returns and individual records submitted privately, and so it
may be regarded as the definitive record of rare breeding birdéJnfortunately,
owing to the different publishing schedulesthere will be discrepancies between
that report and accounts givenn the 2018 Highland Bird Report The 2018 RBBP
Report can be found in the reference below, but our analysis of discrepancies
betweenit and our 2018 Reportwill not appear until our next yeard Report

Note that these figureswill refer to birds actually reported for that year, but for
many species the true population size is known to be significantly greater and
can only be determined by bespoke survey, which is not possible on an annual
basis.

Reference

Eaton M., Holling, M. and the Rare Breeding Birds Panel 2020. Rare breeding
birds in the UK in 2018 British Birds113, 737%791.
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Highland weather in 2019

This information was gleaned from the Met Office website and its weather maps
for the Highland region. The weather relates to longerm means in this area for
the period 198172010. Like the rest of the UKHighland enjoyed a warmer than
normal year, by moe than 0.%C in most of the west and south, but hours of
sunshine matched the longterm average almost everywhere apart from fringes

of the west coast and Skye, where it was duller, and pockets of Sutherland which
were brighter than normal. Unlike the rest of the UKif was a rather drier year

for most of the west and south of the region, and only around the Inner Moray
Firth and in Strathspey was it wetter than normal, by as much as 25%.

January The mean temperatures largely matched the longerm average, apart
from being at least 0.8C warmer in parts of Lochaber and0.5°C cooler on the
east coast. Away from the northwest, it was sunnier than normal, by around
30%, and drier, with less than 50% normal rainfall in Badenoch.

February ) T OEA 5+ 8 0O O ABrdarylorirecerdivil®yedds, inAs at
least 2.8C warmer than normal in most of Highland and over 3% warmer on
the Applecross peninsula. Rainfall and hours of sunshine equalled the letegm
average in the southwest of the region, but it was drier han normal to the north
and east and duller in Sutherland and Skye.

March Mean temperatures were uniformly about 2C above the longerm
average. Normal rainfall levels prevailed in the southvest, but it was wetter
around the Moray Firth and Strathspeyby up to 100% in pockets around
Inverness. Hours of sunshine were generally average, or slightly above in
Badenoch & Strathspey.

April Mean temperatures continued above average, mostly by more tharb1C

and by 2.8C on the Applecross peninsula. It weamostly very dry, with rainfall

less than half the longterm average in the west and less than 33% in Ardgour. It
was sunnier than usual, by more than 30% in Sutherland and parts of Strathspey.

May Mean temperatures fell inMay, to normal in the south lot to at least-0.5°C
below the longterm average everywhere north of Loch Ness and Skye. Sunshine
and rainfall were normal in the southwest, but further north it was slightly

duller, and wetter by around 50% and twice that in Inverness and Strathspey.

June Mean temperatures, sunshine and rainfall generally matched the lortgrm
average. It was warmer, by).5°C, in Lochaber and Applecross and 20% sunnier
in NW Sutherland and Ardgour. It was slightly duller and wetter in Strathspey.

July Meantemperatures were 1.%C above the longerm average, more so in the
north and east, but it was slightly duller than usual in the entire northwest.
Rainfall was above average around the edges of the region, by 50% in Lochaber
and parts of Sutherland.
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SOC outing in April at Nairn west beach. c.Liz Joss

August The mean temperature remainedyenerally above normal, by at least
0.5°C, but it was a very wet month, bringing more than twice the normal rainfall
to most areas. As a result, sunshine wasstricted, especially in the middle of the
region.

September Mean temperatures were on average 0% above normal, especially
in the north-west. Hours of sunshine and rainfall were largely in line with the
long-term average, @art from east of the GreatGlen whererainfall was about
30% less than normal

October A generally chilly month saw mean temperaturest least-0.5°C below
the long-term average. Rainfallvas normal apart from a few drier coastal

fringes, mainly in the east. With the exceptionfeeast Sutherland and Badenoch &
Strathspey, it was sunnier than usual, 50% more so in Wester Ross.

November An abnormally cold, dry, sunny month saw mean temperatures at
least-1.5°C below average in most areas. The west experienced the driest,
sunniestweather, with 80% less rainfall at various spots all along the coast and
70% more sunshine than usual in Wester Ross. In marked contrast, the east was
duller, particularly in Strathspey.

December The weather reverted to warmer than average temperatures
everywhere, and 1.8C higher in Lochaber and Badenoch. Hours of sunshine also
fell in most areas, now almost 50% below normal in Wester Ross, but Sutherland
saw an increase, of over 50% in some spots. Rainfall was normal in most areas,
but Lochaber saw upto 50% more than usual.
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Review of the ornithological year 2019

In a good year for rare species, no fewer than 19 species were recorded which
had not been found in 2018. However, this was offset by the loss of 15 species
which had been on the 2018ist, so the net increase of four brought the total
number of species recorded in the Highland recording area in 2019 to 241. The
total number of 2019 records assessed by the three Records Committees wa&s 7
(six fewer than in 2018), involving 45 species aml six sub-species.Thirteen
records were deemed not proven.

Among the 19 additions to the list in 2019, no fewer than five were firsts for

Highland: Bluecheeked BeéA AOAOh ' i AOEAAT #1 EAAE 3xAl 11 xh
Iberian Chiffchaff and Olivebacked Pipit.The Cliff Swallow was also a first for

Scotland and the Bluecheeked Beeeater a second. There were two seconds for

Highland, Cackling Goose and Terek Sandpiper, both also second sightings for

this century. Bluewinged Teal and Yellowlegged Gull were thid sightings for

Highland and Buftbreasted Sandpiper a fourth. All previous sightings of the last

two had been in this century. A Redbreasted Flycatcher was a rare visitor and

only the second this century. Of the remaining eight new entries, Avocet and

Water Pipit had been recorded only twice in the previous 10 years, Retecked

Phalarope three times and Reed Warbler four times. There were-gntries after

ITA UAAOGO AAOAT AA & O #0601 Ax 3AT APEPAOh "
Plover, three speciewith contrasting previous histories. The first had been

recorded on every one of the previous 10 years, the second on average every

second year and the third only once. Tundra Bean Goose was only added back to

the HRC description list in 2019.

Of the 15 species lost to the list in 2019, eight have only been infrequently
recorded. Three of them, Stoneurlew, Lesser Yellowlegs and Rustic Bunting,
have only ever appeared on three occasions, and for the last two species 801
was the only time this century. Lesser Scaup was recorded for only the fourth
time ever. The Gyr Falcon record was the first for this century, and the White
xET CAA "1 AAE 4A01 AT A 2EAEAOAGO OEDPEO OAAIT
third of the century. Glossy Ibis had been recordkon four of the last seven

years, but prior to that not since 1962. The remaining seven absentees had been
frequently present in the previous 10 years, Smew five times, Icterine Warbler
six times, Roughlegged Buzzard, Wryneck, Redacked Shrike and Firerest

seven times, while for Ringpilled Gull this was the first absence in 15 years.

The number of species known or strongly suspected to breed was 138,0 more
than the revised total of 151 for 2018. The first proven record of successful
breeding in Highland by Hawfinch occurred in 2019, not 2018 as mistakenly
OADPT OOAA ET |1 AORepot AsugualGat ldasd friher 80Epetids A
probably bred, but conclusive evidence was not forthcoming.
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Sutherland

by Bob Swann

Wwinter: 4 EA UAAO OOAOOAA xEOE (EGEI AT AG80 1100
Blackcap being reported on 4 January at Strathy on the north coast. On 9
January aGreenland White -fronted Goose was at Golspie and a large flock of
97 Red-breasted Mergansers nearby at Loch Fleet. A flock of 408iskins

feeding in the alders at Loch Evelix on 18anuary was the largest flock reported

in Highland this winter. A goodsized flock of 45Purple Sandpiper swas at

Embo on 20 January. This species is not as common locally as it used to be.
Water Pipit now appears to becoming regular in winter at Dornoch &int, with

one present from 22 January to 7 February. White -billed Diver at Loch

Inchard, Kinlochbervie on 27 January was a good midinter record. A flock of

100 Brambling at Skelbo, Loch Fleet on 29 January was impressive and showed
the value of wild brd cover crops. A group of 31Canada Geeseat Scourie on 29
January was unusual, but perhaps a sign of what is to come as this species
continues to spread north. A spate of good wildfowl! sightings started with a large
count of 1485Long-tailed Duck at Dornoch on 23 January, ochard on Kyle of
Durness on 30 January, Ring-necked Duck on Little loch Shin on 6 February,
then aEuropean White -fronted Goose and 12Gadwall in the Durness area on
31 March.

Spring: Little Gulls peaked at 12 off Brora on 14 Mash. Spring movements
started with two reports of Hawfinch , a male at Bonar Bridge on 7 and 8 April,
followed by one at Tongue Mains on 19 April. Fouvlealy Redpolls were found

in Strath Carnaig on 10 April. There was a very high count of A8hite Wagtails

at Dornoch Point on 21 April. A fine&Spotted Redshank in full summer plumage
was at the Mound, Loch Fleet on 24 Aprih maleGarganey at Balnakeil on 27
April was the start of a small influx, with a pair at Loch Evelix on 6 May, a pair at
Balnakeil on 19 May and a single male at Loch Neil Bhain on the same day. A
count 34 Whimbrel at Balnakeil on 5 May was noteworthy. On 16 May&urtle
Dove was found at Melness, Tongue. A real rddtter day in the Durness area
xAO px -AU8 4EAR EE G Ib&ignChifichak (alotglvEthial AT A5 O
Reed Warbler , aWood Warbler and aYellow Wagtail . The following day there
were two Yellow Wagtail s, both identified asBlue-headed. Finally, on 20 May a
Little Egret was present at Dornoch Point.

Summer: AHawfinch at Kinbrace from 1719 June was probably a late migrant
as weretwo Grey Plovers at Sango Bay, Durness on 20 Jun&Terek

Sandpiper found at Dornoch Point on 28 June was only the second record for
Highland and fortunately remained for three days to be admired. Seaduck were a
feature off Embo, with twoSurf Scoter (an adult and a second-year bird) along
with 2155 Common Scoter on 29 June. Mediterranean Gull was found at

Loch Fleet in midJuly. By the end of July waders were on the move, with two
Green Sandpipers at Dornoch on 25 July and &ittle Stint at Dornoch Point on

27 and 28 dly. A first yearBlack Tern was off Brora on 4 August. Reed

Warbler , caught in an area of birch scrub, was a surprise at Dalchork, Loch Shin
on 28 August.
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Autumn: On 12 September there was an arrival of SBrent Geese at Culkein
Bay. A sea watch at Sathy Point on 15 September was very productive, with a
Balearic Shearwater , 56 Sooty Shearwaters, a, A A A E 6§ Gandahaddgd A |
tailed Skua recorded. A firstyear Black Tern was off Dornoch Point on 16
September and anotheBalearic Shearwater was off Embo on 21 September. At
Durness, 26 September saw the firstellow -browed Warbler of the autumn,
which was followed by a small influx to NW Sutherland over the next few days.
On 2 October 83 A A E T A @& seerQalt Hinlochbervie. Sidaysat Kyle of
Sutherland on 5 October show how far this species has spread in recent years
throughout northern Scotland. ABlack Redstart was at Brora river mouth on 6
October, whilst on 8 Octobe20 Brambling had arrived at Balnakeil. AGrey
Phalarope feeding along a track by the river at Borgie on 10 and 11 October was
a rather surprising find. On 14 October &ellow -browed Warbler was at
Helmsdale, followed by another at Durness on 17 Octobérhe first Siberian
Chiffchaff of the autumn was located at Midgarty Burn in SE Sutherland on 19
October. On 20 October &reat White Egret was reported from Kinbrace and on
the same day the firsMWaxwings of the winter were reported, with single birds
in Durness and Kinlochbervie, the start of a small influx. Two lat8ooty
Shearwaters were off Brora on 2 November, along with an astonishing 9000
Gannets, whilst on 6 November sixittle Auks were off Embo. In the north
west, there were some late migrants o8 November, the highlight being a very
late Red-breasted Flycatcher at Keoldale. Also, there were 38iberian
Chiffchaffs, some of which were still present on 25 November.

Early winter: A Greenland White -fronted Goose was at Embo on 9 November,
whilst on 13 November there was a high count of 82Barnacle Geeseat
Balnakeil. A wintering Shore Lark was a good find on 19 November at Dornoch
Point, where it remained to the end of the year. Back Snipewas caught and
ringed in a field near Skelbo in mieNovember and by the end of the year six
different individuals had been caught in the same field. OhDecember aRed-
necked Grebe was off Embo, whilst off Dornoch_ong-tailed Duck numbers had
increased to 1420 by 14 December. Fiv&/axwing s were present in Dornoch on
16 DecemberWater Pipits continued their good run, with two present on
Dornoch Point from 17 December to the end of the year. Finally Ring-necked
Duck was on Loch Evelix from 24 to 29 December.

Ross-shire
by Andy Williams

Winter: The year started well with some good wildfowl records, including a
single Pochard present on Loch Eye on 1 January, with a dralkemerican

Wigeon also in attendance. TwdNaxwings were reported at Garve on the 5th.
The following day, aSnow Goosewas seen akKillen, the bird staying in the area
until late February. A second drakéAmerican Wigeon was recorded in Tain Bay
from the 7th, with the Loch Eye bird still in residence until the 10th. A juvenile
European White -fronted Goose was seen at Balblair on the $. An over
wintering Green-winged Teal was present at Tain from the 21st onwards,
staying until the first week of February. The west coast was relatively quiet, with
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just a singleBrent Goose noted on 28 January in Loch Ewe, where 1Zlavonian
Grebes were also counted. Further up the coast there were also 1Barnacle
Geeseat Mungasdale. Two days later a singlattle Auk was seen in Loch Broom
off Ullapool. A singleEuropean White -fronted Goose was noted at Tore on 5
February. Later that month,Shelduck numbers peaked at Udale Bay with 108
birds counted on the 25th. At Udale Bay also, a drak&reen-winged Teal was
noted from 8 March, present for at least two days.

Spring: A superb drakeBlue-winged Teal was the first notable new regional
rarity of the year. Found on a small lochan near Mellon Charles on 18 March, the
bird was fortunately a long-stayer and it proved to be a popular draw, with
birders travelling from far and wide to see it. The following dy more standard
regional fare included 148Barnacle Geeseat Achiltibuie. Still in the west, a
Mediterranean Gull was a good find at Laide in early April. Similarly, hittle
Gull at Tarbat Ness on 1 April was another good record for the district. The dul
theme continued with aGlaucous Gullin Dingwall the same day. On 4 Aprihe
Brent Goose flock at Nigg Bay stood at 38 birds and there was a go&taup
count of 300 birds at Udale Bay on 14 April. The following day a splendid
Pomarine Skua was at TarbatNess. The firsitCuckoo of the year, an early bird,
was reported at Achiltibuie on 18 April. The following day a trio oAvocets was
noted at the mouth of theRiver Conon upstream of Dingwall, where they
remained largely incognito until at least the 22ndLong-tailed Duck numbers
rose off Portmahomack, with 250 birds counted on 20 April. There wasJack
Snipe at the pools near Tarbat Ness on the 24th and this site alsodhan arrival
of migrant passerines the same day, includingRied Flycatcher and aLesser
Whitethroat . Stock Doves appear to be declining year on year, so three birds
near Tain on 30 April was a welcome record. Loch Eye had tv&reat Crested
Grebesresident on 10 May. The firstSwifts for the district were noted at Loch
Kinellan on 17 May. A few days later @arganey was also recorded at that site. A
pair of Shoveler at Loch Achanalt on 23 May was the first of several records at
that site. There was an exdkent spring record of a singleCurlew Sandpiper
near Mellon Charles on 30 May.

Summer/Breeding: As breeding got underway reports dwindled, although a
Quail was heard calling near Alness on 12 June and, later that month, on the
20th four Velvet Scoter were noted off Tarbat Ness. A magnificerlue -

cheeked Bee eater was found at Achnahaird on 23 June. Unfortunately, it did
not stay around for long and, despitextensive searches throughout the wider
area by a number of Highland birders, it was never relocated. The following day,
west coast birding normality returned with three Common Scoter recorded at
Aultbea. AGreen Sandpiper at MunlochyBay on 2 July was good find and

there was also d.ittle Stint at Tarbat Ness on 25 July. Back at Munlochy Bay
Little Egret was seen on 20 August. Seabird passage kicked off nicely with three
Long-tailed Skuas seen from the UllapoolStornoway ferry on 26 August.

Autumn: Scrutiny of the high ground on the Bealach na Ba near Applecross
turned up 12 Ptarmigan for one careful observer on 7 September and the
following day an impressive count of 49.ittle Grebe was made at Loch Kinellan.
Back out west, further Ullapoofferry -based scrutiny turned up a juvenile
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3 AAET A offPriest@slamnd, a just reward for the diligent observer. In the east,
two juvenile Long-tailed Skuas were photographed at sea to the soutleast of
Tarbat Ness on 19 September. The first regiondlellow -browed Warbler was
noted in Ullapool on 26 September. Three days later a juveniléttle Gull was a
good find at Udale Bay. Buff-breasted Sandpiper was located at Achnahaird
on 1 October and two days later a drak@merican Wigeon was back on Loch
Eye. ATaiga Bean Gooseand aGreenland White -fronted Goose must have
been a fine sight at Udale Bay on 4 OctoberGkey Plover was another good
west coast find at Achnahaird on 21 October and other good records on the west
coast included avelvet Scoter at Poolewe on 27 October and Hoopoe at
Altandhu on the last day of the month. The first day of November turned up a
Jack Snipeat Red Point and then, following easterly winds, informed birding
effort switched to the east where the 5th turned out to be golden day, with a
Sooty Shearwater and threelLittle Auks off ChanonryPoint, whilst further up
the coast, Tarbat Ness turned up two superb finds in the shape of i A& O
Warbler and anOlive-backed Pipit ! Just rewards for those birders who
monitor the prevalent weather systems. Birding continued apace through
November, with a singleTundra Bean Goose at Udale Bay on 13 November and
a nice flock of 100Waxwings at Muir of Ord the following day. There was an
unusual record of aWater Rail on Rosemarkie beach on the 15th and a smart
Siberian Chiffchaff was seen and soundecorded at Ardmair on the 28th.

Early winter: Birding effort continued with a bias towards wildfowl as the days
drew in and early winter highlights included 28Brent Geese at Nigg Bay on 15
December and a returning drakeAmerican Wigeon on Loch Eye until at least
the 20th. On the 20th there were also 20Barnacle Geeseat Mungasdale and on
Boxing Day a small flock of 30 was noted at Achiltibuie.

Inverness District
by Al McNee

Winter: The yearin the district began conventionally enough, with birders

starting on their year lists and targeting both scarce and common species.

#1171 OANOAT 01 Uh EO xAOIT 860 A OOOPOEOA O OAA
records, such as higltounts of Tree Sparrow and Mute Swan at Easter Dalziel

AT A T AE &I AT ET CcOT1T OAODbBGeedEN Taahandd1 0O OEA
InvernessKingfishers , the latter noted in different spots through until early

spring. Wildfowl records often dominate Janugy and peak counts ofScaupon

the 6th at Alturlie, Whooper Swan on the 9th on the Beauly FirthBarnacle

Gooseon the 13th and a singléVhite -fronted Goose aday later at Gollanfield.

More duck highs includedTeal at Culloden on the 18thEider at Whiteness and

Wigeon at Castle Stuart on the 24th, an@Goldeneye at the Longman two days

later. Finches were a feature of the month, with 20Chaffinches in Strath Dearn

on the 2nd, 60Yellowhammers at Whiteness on the 17th and an excellent 300

Brambli ngs at Glen Mazeran on the 21st topping the lists. As for waders, 45

Black-tailed Godwits in the Beauly Firth, over 500Dunlins at Castle Stuart and

, AT O OAT @ySergatcherg stood out. The area around Milton of Culloden is

a favoured one forGreat Crested Grebe and one duly appeared there on 21
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January, staying well into the spring. Ovewintering Blackcaps were again a
feature of the month and several were recorded in Inverness. Into February,
some good counts came from Whiteness Head with mitionth totals of note
involving Common Scoter, Long-tailed Duck , Kittiwake and Snow Bunting.

In what was generally a quiet February, the twd&adwalls at Loch Flemington on
the 10th, 500Knots at Seafield a week later and eighrey Partridges at Fort
George on he 22nd were all noteworthy. Perhaps the most popular species at
this time was Waxwing , with small numbers in Inverness moving about the city
from the 17th.

Spring: SingingChiffchaffs at Cradlehall on 2 March heralded a tentative start to
spring. Good counts in the doubkhundreds featured early in March, withBar -
tailed Godwits at Whiteness on the 1stSiskins at Cradlehall on the 3rd and
Lapwings moving into Strath Dearn on the 8thThe latter site also saw a peak of
20 Mistle Thrushes on the 11th, fiveGolden Eagleson the 17th andWaxwings

in the last nine days of the month. Goose totals peaked with 8sents on the

18th at Fort George and 280®inkfeet at Alturlie on the 29th. April began with
23 Slavonian Grebes on the 1st on the Beauly Firth, surely birds about to
disperse inland, followed there a day later by 5®intails. On the same dayt
Ardersier, the 800Common Scoters would have been a fine sight. Perhaps the
"AOATT A 11 ¢ ! POEI 8 $00ii11TOA T £ #1 AOGA
highest total for Fieldfares , with over 180 on 10 April and nearby Clava Cairns
saw five Magpies three dayslater. A weird record was of a singldRock Pipit far
inland at Coignafearn on 20 April, when spring migration was certainly in full
flow and singing visitors includedBlackcap at Kirkhill, Tree Pipit at Boblainy
and Redstart at Loch Ashie, all by the endfdhe third week of April. The 19
White Wagtails at Fort George on 22 April and the singleittle Egret at

Merkinch LNR next day were further examples of birds moving through the
AEOOOEAO8 )OO OITTE O1 OElI AO 1 AGdmAO co
Bunting at Ardersier, more evidence that the species is possibly in terminal
decline hereabouts. In May, some big movements of birds were noted, over 100
of both Meadow Pipits and Swallows in Strath Dearn andat Loch Ashie
respectively. AMandarin Duck at Glenkyllachy Lodge on 7 May was rather
unexpected, as was aesser Whitethroat at Alturlie on 12 May, but the arrival

of the first Spotted Flycatcher at Corrimony on 9 May andSwift at Inverness on
the 13th were predictable. A singingCorn Bunting near Inverness Airport on 18
and 19 May raised some slight hope for the species locally. Three days later, one
of the best 2019 district birds was found, d.ittle Ringed Plover at Alturlie

pools, rather overshadowing the nearby pair oGadwall! May came quietly to a
close with aPied Flycatcher on the 24th in Glen Affric and 1Zanada Geeseat
Fort George, origins uncertain.

Summer/Breeding: Best bird at the start of the summer was a secoricesser
Whitethroat , on 7 June at Dunmaglass, but June was generally a very quiet
month. The 150Canada Geesédn the Beauly Firth on 25 June were definitely

A 2 e oz
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AEOAO Obp EAOA O1 11T Ol OHondydazardmtAdecE AO OEA OA

Bunachton was a migrant o local breeder remains unclear. As the breeding
season climaxed, many different species were confirmed as successful locally and
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these includedRedstart , Grey Wagtail , Dipper , Great Spotted Woodpecker ,
Slavonian Grebe, Crested Tit and bothHooded and Carrion Crows. It was
particularly good to record that Garden Warbler bred, a species that has
declined locally in recent years. With the onset of late July, there was a typical
mix of species present and these included 42Common Terns and five

Pochards at Whiteness Head on the 19th, with 14Turnstones on the 26th at

Fort George. A JulQuail at Balspardon, seen on the 27th and heard on the 28th,
xAO OEA AEOOOEAOG O 11 Littie RindedPloder was@tE A UAAOS8
Alturlie pools between 31 July and August, when the soldNuthatch record for
the district was found at Newtonhill, Lentran. A surprising midAugust record
was another inlandRock Pipit at Coignafearn on the 13thStock Dove, a species
so often overlooked, was present at Alturlie on 23 August, a date that generated
several records of note, which included 20Ringed Plovers and 25Black-

tailed Godwits at Whiteness, and &urlew Sandpiper at Alturlie. A peak
Swallow count of 200 was made at Castle Stuart next day, when Y8himbrels
were observed at Whiteness. Late summer records also included 117
Sanderlings at Whiteness on 28 August and 4Goldfinches at Loch Ashie on

the 29th, not the most obvious location for such a high cotin

Autumn: September came in as the lastuckoo of 2019 was seen at Loch Ashie
and the onlyBlack Tern, a juvenile, was at Whiteness Head. Nearby, 1&ed-
breasted Mergansers were off Fort George on the 3rd, when 17Qapwings

were at Alturlie. A massive otal of 3000 Gannets was off Whiteness Head on the
7th and three days later 270Teals were counted at Alturlie pools, a big total for

a fairly small site, Fort George hosted up to 208ouse Martins and the Carse of
Ardersier had 40Blackbirds and 20Robins. An excellent record on 11
September was otLittle Stint AO 7EEOAT AOO " AUuh OEA AEOOOEA(
species for 2019. As the end of September approached, good counts of various
species were made. These started with a remarkably precise 48arli ngs at
Ardersier on the 22nd. Duck counts included 820Vigeons and 150Eiders at

Fort George on the 27th, plus 400eals at Seafield on the 29th. Wader numbers
of note were 450Knots at Castle Stuart on the 23rd, 25@ar -tailed Godwits at
Whiteness Bay orthe 26th and 300Sanderlings and 30Golden Plovers at
Whiteness on the 28th. Into October, good birding continued with a finleong-
eared Owl at Loch Bunachton on the 1st and @urlew Sandpiper on the 9th
between Fort George and Whiteness. This period saRedwings appear in

several locations. Good October counts were a feature at Whiteness Bay, with the
10th seeing 5500ystercatchers , 200Common Scoters and 23 Tufted Ducks ,

AT A 1T A20O GeARders wake @dde than usually found there. At least
one Yellow -browed Warbler graced the district, seen at Lentran miemonth.
Notably late records includedRing Ouzel at Coignafearn on 13 October and
Osprey on the Beauly Firth the following day. A pdagoose count of 3000
Pinkfeet was made at Carse of Ardersier on the 15th, with a singleuropean
White -fronted Goose seen at Easter Dalziel on the 21st. During the last week of
October, a drakeAmerican Wigeon took up residence at Merkinch, staying until
OEA UA A O avaxwikgs Aeappéeardediin Inverness.

Early winter: This period was dominated by wildfowl, with Gadwall at Loch
Flemington from 8 November, a&reen-winged Teal there one week later and
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580 Teals at Milton of Culloden on the 20thWaxwings peaked on the 21st, with

vt AO " AAAExT T A O0AOEhRh )ShovSakedfcad8 4EA AEOOO
appeared from 22 November, remaining until the end of the year. This late

period saw reasonable counts of passerines, includingnnets , Tree Sparrows ,

Common Qossbills , Lesser Redpolls and Snow Buntings . Heading to the end

of the year, district scarce species were still noted and these included

Greenshank, European White -fronted Goose, Blackcap, Barn Owl and Water

Rail. It is only fair to end with a district first, however, and that was th&€ackling

Goose, located at Balloch on 1415 December and still there on Hogmanay!

Badenoch & Strathspey
by David Bain

Winter: Following on from the big influx ofBrambling at the end of 2018, 115
were still at Nethy Bridge on the 1st and 250 at Mains of Garten on the 14th. The
flock at Nethy Bridge increased to around 600 birds by the 19th, peaking at 700
on 3 February. FiveCormorants were at Loch Garten on 2 January and Xrey
Partridges were noted at Mossbank, Nethy Bridge on the 5th. Magpie at

Mains of Garten on the 20th was seen several times up to 23 March. A small flock
of Waxwings was regularly seen near Nethy Bridge 'm 20 January through to
15 April, numbers peaking at 17 on 26 February. Other flocks in the district
comprised 25 in Glen Feshie on the 25th and again on 15 Februaand in
Aviemore a flock of 20 was present from 83 February. AMealy Redpoll, a
scarcewinter visitor, was reported from Insh Marshes on 24 January and the
month ended with five Stonechats at Drumguish and another at Speybridge, all
struggling to find food in heavy snow cover. &reat Grey Shrike reported on 6
February from the Nethy Bridgearea was last seen on 28 March. The first record
of returning waders, anOystercatcher , was at Grantownron-Spey on 10

February. Five days later a small flock at Insh Marshes began to increase,
reaching 41 birds by the WeBS count on the 19th. Still at Indharshes,

Whooper Swan numbers peaked at 48 on the 14th. On the 23rd 100+

Fieldfares were in Aviemore. Loch Morlich had 18500sanders on 25 February.

Spring: AHawfinch was reported from Carrbridge on 2 March. AnotheMealy
Redpoll was at Nethy Bridge on 4 March, with further reports on the 27th and,
later, on 13 May. TwaCommon Scoter were on Loch Garten on the 7th, the same
day as alack Snipewas seen at Insh Marshed he first returning Golden

Plovers were reported from Carr Road on the 11th when approximately 250
birds were found. Two days later, the number at Insh Marshes peaked at 164.
The species was, however, already present on the breeding grounds, at least 10
having been seen on 26 February on a summit above Newtonmore, at 945m
altitude. An unusual report came on 19 March, of Whimbrel passing over
Grantown-on-Spey shortly after midnight, presumably calling. Later the same
day, twoWood Warblers were reported from Anagach Woods. AVhooper

Swan count on 24 March @ Insh Marshes andhe River Spey amassed a total of
177 birds. The first returning Sand Martins were reported on the 24th, when six
were seen over Insh Marshes and 18 were at Loch Insh on the 30thRAg

Ouzel turned up at Pitmain Lodge, Kingussie on the 28th, followed by two more
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seen above the lodge on the 31st. Further reports came on the 29th and 30th
AOT I #AEOT ClI Of AAO DPAOEh x BwWheafearioitheOEA op OO
year was reported.Tree Sparrows are unusual in the district but a single bird
was reported at Drumguish on 11 April. ARRedstart at Anagach Woods on the
17th was the earliest reported for Highland Region, as was the fir§edge
Warbler at Insh Marshes on the 20th. Loch Madh had two Red-throated

Divers present on the 22nd. A further first for the region was a report of two
Swifts over Abernethy Forest on the 27th, well ahead of the main arrival in the
second week of May. ThirtySwallows were also seen on 27 April at the sae
location. This was the first doublefigure count for Highland RegionHouse
Martins too arrived on this day, with 30+ seen at Kincraig, and, to round the day
off, a first Whinchat was reported from Drumguish. The next day, thre&reen
Sandpipers were found in suitable breeding habitat in the Cairngorms National
Park. On the penultimate day of April, thre®otterel were reported from a
Cairngorm site and aPied Flycatcher was seen at Inshriach. Black Redstart
was reported from the Cairngorm ski area o May. At Insh Marshes, there were
seven sightings of a femal&larsh Harrier between 13 and 27 May. An adult
male was present on the 28th but not seen again. On the 17th five or more
Spotted Flycatchers were noted at Drumguish. The last report oFieldfare sin
the spring came from Drumguish on 18 May. On the 23rdNuthatch was seen at
Loch an Eilein.

Summer/Breeding: A pair of Crested Tits using a nest box at Insh had seven
young about one day old on 30 April. All seven fledged on 21 May. The first
Goldeneye ducklings were reported from Loch Alvie on 2 May, and broods were
noted on most neighbouring lochsRing Ouzel breeding was proven atseven
sites in the Cairngorms, with foodcarrying first observed on 14 May at the Ski
Centre. At Insh MarshesCurlew breeding numbers were up from 72 pairs in
2018 to 83 pairs. A pair oDunnock was present in May and probably bred
above the Cairn Gorm aapark, at an altitude of 650m. On 16 May there were
two pairs of Canada Geeseat Insh Marshes and another pair at Dell of
Killiehuntly, the latter with four goslings. The first fledged youngGrey Wagtails
to be reported were seen at Anagach on 28 Mayied Flycatcher breeding was
confirmed at Inshriach, Loch an Eilein and Craigellachie. At the latter site, a pair
of Wood Warblers with three juveniles was reported on 9 July. A pair oJays
with two young in tow was at Avielochan on 4 August and a late fletigg

Cuckoo was being fed byMeadow Pipits at Achnahannet, Grantowron-Spey on
the 10th. A late brood olLittle Grebes was at Avielochan on 3 September and
another brood was at Déshar on the 7th. A fewwWhooper Swans summered at
Insh Marshes. A single birdvas present on 2June, joined by two more on the
10th. On the 11th a femald&red-necked Phalarope was found on a pool in a field
at the Marshes and seen by several people. A sin@eail was reported from
Drumguish on the 18th and again on the 24th. A seid site in Strathspey to
report a Nuthatch was Loch Garten on 28 June.

Autumn: A flock of 14Fieldfares arrived at Alvie estate on 29 August, a very
early return date. Likewise, a singldRedwing was seen at Tulloch on 1
September. A singlBlack-tailed Godwit stopped over at Insh Marshes from 5
September. Interestingly, birds were sounedrecorded flying over Nethy Bridge in
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the early hours of the 3rd. EighSwifts at Invertromie on the 6th proved to be

the last reported for the district. A further last sighting, for the whole recording
area, was of 12 Sand Martins at Loch Insh on the 28th. Yet anotheXuthatch
was seen, this time at Forest Lodge on 8 October. A report onQ=2tober of three
Ring Ouzels, still on the breeding grounds in Coire na Cis, was followed by
sightings of single birds at Abernethy on 1 November and at Nethy Bridge on the
2nd. ThreeTree Sparrows were noted at Nethy Bridge on 17 October. Great
Grey Shrike was at Mossbank, Nethy Bridge on 28 October.LAng-tailed Duck
was on Loch Insh from 228 November. On the 3rd twdochards were at Loch
Pityoulish. Loch Alvie had a drake on the 7th, then a drake was present at Loch
Insh from the 16th to the 28th. AGannet was seen over Loch an Eilein on the
11th, a most unusual record, lhough one had been seen in the autumn last year
over the Spey at Grantowron-Spey.

Early Winter: A Jack Snipewas at Drumguish, Insh Marshes on 14 November
and one was also seen there on 10 and 13 DecembgrsingleWaxwing turned

up in Nethy Bridge on26 November, being seen again on the 29th. Further
sightings followed, of 20+ in Aviemore on 1 December and 30 at Forest Lodge on
the 19th. AnotherGreat Grey Shrike report came on 5 December, this time of a
single bird at Milton Loch, Boat of Garten. Aecord of 20Twite at Carr Road on

19 December, with four birds there on the 21st, were the only reports of this
species in the district. Loch Insh had an unexpected visitor, a drakenerican
Wigeon from the 26th to the year end. A draké&hoveler was also pesent on the
30th.

Lochaber
by Sean Morris

Winter: The year got off to a start when siXVoodcock were noted along the
north shore of Loch Arkaig on 2 January. Regular counts of the owemtering
Greenland White -fronted Goose flock of up to 71 birds at KentraMoss were
made until March. AKingfisher was noted at Morar on 3 January and a male
Mandarin Duck noted on the same day was present until 11 April. Meanwhija
Little Egret was noted at nearby Arisaig between 3 January and 3 May. A very
early, or wintering, Lesser Black-backed Gull was noted at Duisky on 5 January
and Iceland Gulls were seen at Lochailort and Mallaig on the 8th and 10th
respectively. On 6 January 1Black Grouse were counted in a lek on Rannoch
Moor. ARing-necked Duck on Loch Shiel on 10 January was presumably the
same bird as seen in 2018. A count of 128hagwas noted flying into roost on
Castle Island, Eigg on 15 January and there was a large count of &3éylag
Geeseat Kinlochmoidart on the 20th. On Eiggon 24 January there were counts
of 15 Song Thrushes at Kildonan and 24Rock Pipits at Laig. EightPurple
Sandpipers were counted at Mallaig on 29 January. Singlayswere seen at
Savary on 2 February and at Uileann on the 16th, and F8ed Wagtails were at
Caol on the 10th. The Strontiamlack Duck was first noted on 18 February and
there were regular reportsthrough until 29 December. There was a large flock of
125 Goldfinches at Kilchoan on 19 February and thred¢dien Harriers were

noted at Ockle, Ardnamurchan on the 21st. A singknot was at Kinlochleven on
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the 22nd. A maleGreat Spotted Woodpecker was a raresighting on Rum on 27
February and it was heard drumming throughout the Kinloch woodlands until 10
April.

Spring: On 1 March there were counts on Loch Linnhe of 1Bhag 149+Red-
breasted Mergansers , 314Eider, 41 Slavonian Grebes and 58 Great

Northern Divers. On 1 March also, sevelBlack Grouse were counted in a lek
near Fort William and records from Loch Linnhe continued with fivdPurple
Sandpipers at Camas Chil Mhalieu. 8ack Snipewas noted on Eigg on 14 March
and there was a singldrambling there on the 24th and 29th. The first
Wheatear of the spring was at Kilmory, Rum on 22 March and 38/hooper
Swanswere at Carnoch Bridge on the same day. Another $8hooper Swans
passed over Rum on 25 March and the first twhblanx Shearwaters were noted
off Kildonan, Eigg on the 28th. Large numbers &edwing were noted on 29
March, with 1000 at Acharacle, 350 on Eigg and 200+ on Rum, and on the same
day aSand Martin was also seen at Acharacle. A fematellowhammer , a
scarce bird on the Small Isles, was noted dfigg on 30 March and it stayed on
the island until at least 13 May. There was some wildfowl passage over Rum on 1
April when 130 Whooper Swans and sevenGreenland White -fronted Geese
were counted. The firstSwallow of the year was spotted on Eigg the sanday.
The final Jack Snipeof the winter was noted at Uileann, Morvern on 7 April and
aHouse Martin arrived at Banavie the following day. AGreen Woodpecker
which was seen on the 8th in Mingarry remained in the area until 24 May. Other
first dates of summer migrants in the area during April includedWillow

Warbler at Torlundy on the 9th,Common Sandpiper on Canna on the 11th,
Wood Warbler at Arisaig on the 19th Sedge Warbler on Rum and

Grasshopper Warbler in Kilchoan on the 20th,Tree Pipit in Strontian on the
23rd and Whinchat on Rum on the 27th. A mal&uthatch was on Rum on 14
April, a first for the island and proof that a significant water crossing is not a
barrier to potential colonisation. A femaleMarsh Harrier was at Acharacle on
23 April and two maleMandarins were at Kilchoan the following day. At
Acharacle, &5arden Warbler was noted on 4 May and &ommon Redpoll on

the 7th. On the 7th also, &orncrake was on Muck and &uff was at Ardtornish.
The first Spotted Flycatcher of the spring was seen at Fassfern on 9 May and at
least four Common Redstarts were singing in the Ariundle oak woods the next
day. Unusual sightings on 17 May includedRing-necked Duck at Loch nan
Eala, Arisaig and &8lack Swan on the River Shiel which remained until the 20th.
AJaywas at Glenborrodale on 17 May, and there were large counts of 120
Canada Geeseat Cuil Bay on the 19th and 17@reylag Geeseon Canna on the
23rd. APied Flycatcher was at Ballachulish on 23 Magnd aGreat Spotted
Woodpecker was heard drumming on Eigg on the 24th and 25th. 8ooty
Shearwater was spotted from the MallaigArmadale ferry on the 26th and the
month ended with 11 Sanderling on Rum on the 31st.

Summer/Breeding: A brood of twoMute Swan cygnets was noted at
Ballachulish on 30 June an&helduck fledged young on both Canna and Eigg. A
pair of Little Grebes raised three young on Eigg and this was the first confirmed
breeding on the island since 1963! On Canna 13 pairs Gfeat Skua bred,
averaging 0.8 young per nest, and a single pair on Eigg fledged two youhgng-
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eared Owls bred on Canna and Muck, with young heard calling on Muck on 31
July, andShort-eared Owls possibly bred on Rum. A couple of pairs &and
Martins bred successfully orEigg andNuthatch also raised young in Arisaig.

A Ruff was noted at an inland location in Lochaber on 8 June and juvenile
Ptarmigan were noted on Knoydart and in Cona Glen on the 2nd and 9th
respectively. There was a good count of 173Buffins at Canna or26 June and
two Corncrakes were seen on Muck the same day. In Acharact® Siskins were
counted on 4 July along with &uthatch, and aGoshawk was there on the 14th.
The same or a differenfNuthatch was also seen there on the 27th. There was a
good count of 30Red-breasted Mergansers at Kentra on 5 July and a couple of
days later 110Starlings were counted on Eigg. Autumn wader passage was
underway in July with two Knot noted on Rum on 12 July and 2Ringed Plover
at Sallachan Bay on the 15th. On 22 July R&dshank were at Kildonnan Bay,
Eigg and aSwift was spotted over the island on the 25th. On 30 July T®unlin
were at Kilchoan and &Green Sandpiper was seen on Muck on 1 August. There
was a largecount of 292Eider at Rubha nan Sornagan on 5 August and there
were six Greenshank in Inverscaddle Bay the next day. There was a count of 11
Little Grebes on Loch Eil on 8 August, followed by a large count of 37
Goosanders at Sallachan the next day. Fougadwalls were in the Fort William
area from 15 August until 22 September and 1Black-tailed Godwits were at
Back of Keppoch on 18 August. There were counts of Bite and 65Lapwing
on Eigg on 19 August and Redstart at Uileann the next day was the lagtecord
of the year. ThreeBlack-tailed Godwits were on Eigg on 21 August and kittle
Gull was at Arisaig on the 24th. There was a large count of Mistle Thrushes

at Uileann on 29 August and wader passage continued with sev@meenshank

at Loch Aline onthe 28th and 25Sanderling on Rum on the 30th.

Autumn: There were good counts of 164ystercatchers at Kentra Bay on 1
September and 1085annets from the Mallaig to Rum ferry on the 4th. On 7
September aWhitethroat was observed in Mallaig and nin€&reenshanks were
at Loch Moidart. On the 15th 4@oldfinches were counted at Savary. Rum had a
good run of birds with 18 Whooper Swans on 17 September, dapland

Bunting on the 20th, aSandwich Tern on the 23rd and aRing Ouzel on the

25th. On 20 September 2%innets were at Laig, Eigg. October began with 100
Canada Geesecounted in Cuil Bay, followed by more geese, this time six
Barnacles, over Rum on the 10th. The following day the lastVheatear of the
year was seen on Rum, and on the 13thBxambling was obsewned in Acharacle
and aGrey Plover at Kentra Bay. Arellow -browed Warbler was on Rum on 16
October and another was on Eigg a couple of days later. There was a reasonable
thrush passage midmonth, with 400 Redwing on Eigg on 16 October and 300+
Fieldfare on Rum on the 20th. There was a large count of 3@ng-tailed Tits in
the Manse Wood on Eigg on 24 October and thra&himbrel were in Morar on

the 27th. AMagpie was observed near the Sound of Mull on the region boundary
on 28 October, and 6(biskins and four Woodcocks were on Rum on the 29th
and 30th respectively. More thrush pasage was observed on Eigg, with 300
Fieldfares on 1 November and 2@lackbirds on the 6th.Kingfishers were
observed at Banavie on 2 November anat Castle Tioram on the 6th, and 100
Guillemots were observed off Ardnamurchan the same day. On 7 November 30
House Sparrows were counted in Mallaig and 18 malé&oldeneyes were on
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Loch Shiel at Acharacle on the 8thWaxwings were noted on three dates, with
four at Fort William on the 14th and singles at Arisaig on the 21st and Uileann on
the 23rd.

Early Winter: On 19 November 19NVoodcock were flushed from an Eigg
roadside and the Kentra BayVhite -fronted Goose flock numbered 76 on 25
November and 13 December. On 7 December Common Crossbills were
noted at Uileann, followed by twoCommon Redpolls at Acineadh Mor, Morvern
the next day.On 9 December 30_esser Redpolls were counted at Cow Hill, Fort
William and there was a single mal®lackcap on Eigg the following day. Sixty
Lapwing were on Eigg on 1@ecember and 10Noodcock, 25Snipe and three
Jack Snipewere counted on Rum on the 23rd. The year was rounded off with
unseasonal warblers, @&8lackcap on Canna on 26 December and@hiffchaff at
Arisaig on the 31st.

Skye & Lochalsh
by Bob McMillan

The species list for Skye & Lochalsh increased by three2019 to 267. A
historical record of aCackling Goose (Branta hutchinsi) from 2009 was
eventually accepted by BBRC. Coincidentajhe two other additions to the list
were from the same location at Loch Poolteil near Glendala Yellow -legged
Gull found in February remained intermittently throughout the year, only the
third record for Highland. By contrast, anAmerican Cliff Swallow found on 27
August remained for just a few hours and was the first record for Scotland

Winter: It proved a poor winter for white-winged gulls, with a singleGlaucous
Gull at Portree the only record of note. Only small numbers &@ramblings
winter with us, but birds were present at feeders in Portree throughout the
winter into early spring. There was a count of 2Black-throated Divers in Loch
Slapin on 22 January. An adulediterranean Gull was in Broadford Bay on 27
January. There was &hiffchaff in Glendale on 1 February and twdVaxwings
were seen in Harrapool on 7 February. An adulellow -legged Gull, a first for
the area, was found in Loch Poolteil on 23 February and was seen regularly
thereafter. During February, a total of 11 reports oBarn Owls, at different
locations, was quite unusual. The peak count of winterinGreat Northern

Divers was 61 at Lusa on 1 March. Alceland Gull was at Loch Poolteil on 5
March. The longstaying Magpie was reported at Ellishadder on 21 March

Spring: Northward Whooper Swan passage commenced on 12 March, and peak
counts included 170 on the 29th, 225 on th&0th and 260 on the 31st.

Meanwhile, migrants were arriving, with a singingRing Ouzel at Staffin on 25
March and threeSwallows at different Skye locations on the 31stDuring April
there were six reports ofMagpies from different locations, which suppotts a
theory that we experience an influx of birds in spring from Argyll, whose origins
are in Northern Ireland (Maguire 2020, in prep.). Some 200Bink -footed Geese
pushed north through the area on 9 April. There were thre¥elvet Scoters at

Loch Ainort from 13-19 April. AJaywas reported at Avernish, Lochalsh, on 16
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April. Spring records ofBlack-tailed Godwits are usually of small numbers, so
100 at Loch Caroy on 21 April was exceptional. A secoiygar Mediterranean
Gull was found in the Sound of Raasayn 22 April. A maleGarganey at the
mouth of the Broadford River on 27 April was only the second record for Skye
and the first since 1943. A femal®otterel was found in the Quiraing area of
north Skye on 9 MayCorncrakes had been slow to arrive but therewere 10
calling birds by 16 May. Whilst_ong-tailed Skua often bypass us, three were
seen from the UigLochmaddy ferry on 19 May and a single in the Sound of
Raasay on the 27th. Aittle Egret was reported at Herebost, Skye on 20 May.

Summer/Breeding: A femalePtarmigan was brooding small young on Beinn na
Caillich on 30 MayJune highlights included callingQuail near Armadale on the
2nd and at Trumpan, Waternish on the 10th. An earl$ooty Shearwater was
seen at Neist Point on 12 Junend an adult3 A A ET A &3 pHotOgraphed

from the Uig-Lochmaddy ferry on the 16th. An adulRose-coloured Starling

was at Aird Bernisdale on 16 June, probably the same bird which visited feeders
in Portree a week later. Therellow -legged Gull had not been seen at Loch
Pooltiel for several months, but returned on 16 July when it had commenced
primary moult. There was an unseasonaBrent Goose in Broadford Bay on 21
July and also d.ittle Stint there on the 24th. In tapeluring sessions at Duntulm,
28 Storm Petrels were caught and ringed on 27 July and 60 on 4 August.
Another Rose-coloured Starling was at Staffin on 2 August and an early juvenile
Pied Flycatcher was also found there on the 7th. In Broadford Bay, wader
passage included &uff on 26 August ad another Little Stint on the 28th. These
were all eclipsed by the appearance of thamerican Cliff Swallow at Meanish
Pier, Glendale on 27 August, which sadly was nowhere to be seen on the
following morning. It was a first for Scotland!

Autumn: There was an early arrival of severpale-bellied Brent Geese in
Broadford Bay on 30 AugustSkua passage in autumn through the Sound of
Rassay has been observed previously in northerly winds. This year brought
unprecedented numbers, with 105Arctic Skua and 18 Great Skua moving south
and west on 4 September. On 14 SeptembeBaA A E1 A &3 seerCfiorh the
at Lower Milovaig on 22 September. The firstellow -browed Warbler was
noted at Drumfearn on 26 September and there were subsequent reports from
Broadford, Heaste and Portree, with the last on 13 October. Although there is a
previous report of adark -bellied Brent Goose on Skye in 1993, a bird with
pale-bellied Brents in Broadford Bay on 9 October was ratified by HRQn the
same day in Broadford Bay, there was lattle Gull, two Velvet Scoters and two
exceptionally lateLittle Terns. There was aLapland Bunting at Ullinish on 28
October and, on the 2th, aLittle Egret at Ardelve, Lochalsh and a late
Whinchat at Gedintailor.

Early winter: November brought a small influx oMWaxwing, with the first on

the 4th, continuing to the 19th, with the largest group of eight at Breaskish on
the 10th. On 9 Novembr aTree Sparrow visited feeders at Lower Milovaig and
remained until the end of the year. AMediterranean Gull was at Loch Portree
on 13 November. The only report ofsreenland White -fronted Goose was of six
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at Ashaig, Broadford on 17 November. The decknof wintering Whitefront

flocks remains a concernBlackcaps appear at garden feeders at this time and in
late November there were reports from seven widespread locations. The
Yellow -legged Gull continued to make occasional visits to Loch Poolteil into
December. Finally, on 14 December there was a good count of 3Aow

Buntings at Glen More, near Portree.
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Systematic list for 2019

This systematic listis in the taxonomic order and uses the spellingof scientific

names which wee publishedon the BOU websitevww.bou.org.ukin February

2019. However, we prefer to retain the old English names for species, rather

than use the standardised English names introduced in 2006 by the International

ol EOETI1TCEAAI #1171 COAOO8 4EA OAOI O)1TTAO
Moray Firth that borders the Highland recording area coastline from the Ord of
#AEOET AOGO O1 7EEOQOAT AOGO (AAA8 4EA -O)1T1AO
lying areas in SE &herland, Easter Ross (including the Black Isle) and Inverness
$EOOOEAO OEAO O00OO0OOI OT A OEA O)1TTAO -1 O0AU
of records which are submitted from the Ullapool to Stornoway ferry and the Uig

to Tarbert/Lochmaddy ferries do not specifywhether the birds were seen in the

Highland or Western Isles recording areas. They are published here in good faith,

but may be duplicated in the Outer Hebrides Bird Report.

The following abbreviations have been used in the text:

Breeding and Surveys:

Apparently Occupied Nests (AON)

Apparently Occupied Sites (AOS)

Apparently Occupied Territories (AOT)

Wetland Birds Survey (WeBS)

Organisations:

"OEOEOE / OT EOQOET I T CHBOO)YOG 51 ETT
British Trust for Ornithology (BTO)

Highland Raptor Study Group (HRSG)

National Nature Reserve (NNR)

Rare Breeding Birds Panel (RBBP)

Royal Air Force Ornithological Society (RAFOS)
Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB)
ScottishNatural Heritage (SNH)
Scottish Wildlife Trust (SWT)

The following terms have been used to denote a species status , in suitable
habitat , in Highland :

Abundant  Widespread and numerous

Common Regularly encountered

Uncommon Fewer than 100 records annually

Scarce Annual in small numbers
Rare Ten or morerecords since 1900, but not recorded annually
Vagrant Fewer than 10 records since 1900

For some species the number of recordsubmitted through BirdTrack is given as
a crude indication of abundancemany of theserecords refer simply to presence
on visit lists. A better picture of week by week abundance is shown in BirdTrack
Reporting Rate graphs, some of which are shown by perssion from BTO.
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Capercaillie Tetrao urogallus
Restricted to coniferous forests, mainly in B adenoch & Strathspey;
scarce and declining elsewhere.

Winter/Spring/Summer/Autumn: A total of 60 records were received
throughout the year, all coming fromlocations in Badenoch & Strathspey

Breeding: There has been a gradual decline in Capercaillie numbers across their range
since the peak count in 2015 and this continued in 2019n Highland, there was a small
decline in the number of males attending leks in Strathspey (10 fewer males) but this
remains the stronghold, with approximately 83% of all Capercaillie in Scotland.
Numbers of males in Easter Ross in 2019 remained the sam@grecorded in 2018.
Although there was a decline in total number of males in Strathspey, the number of leks
occupied remained the same as in 2018. There was an increase in leks occupied in
Easter Ross, with the reestablishment of lekking males in areashiat have not had active
leks for a few years, demonstrating that there is still some movement of birds in this
region. There has been a relatively consistent survey effort across the Highland region
since 2014 and we continue to check new areas that havadhistoric leks or perhaps
recent sightings of birds, as leks can move around. Brood counts were completed in a
small number of forests in Strathspey in 2019. Productivity was low overall in these
forests. This is most likely due to high rainfall in Juneshen the chicks are small, so
vulnerable to hypothermia. We did have some successfully reared chicks, but this low
number does increase our concern for numbers declining. Work on the development
period of the Cairngorms Capercaillie Project was underway iB019. This innovative
project is looking at ways that people can successfully live alongside Capercaillie in the
Cairngorms National Park through working with local communities and visitors. The
project has received substantial funding for large amountsfdabitat improvement for
Capercaillie, in addition to investing in monitoring this species. More information can be
found on the project website athttps://www.cairngormscapercaillie.scot/ .

The minimum number of lekking males in the
Highland region
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Black Grouse Lyrurus tetrix
Locally common but declining resident in east, scarce elsewhere.

Winter/Spring: Counts of 1620 birds came from 11 sites, with the highest
counts coming from Corrimony. Most records were from the Badenoch &
Strathspey area, but birds were also recorded as far west as Fort William, with
seven on a lek on the southern outskirts on 1 Mah, as far north as Lairg, with
east of there four on 15 April, and as far south as Rannoch Moor, with 14 on 6
January.
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Juvenile Black Grouse in July at Lairg c. Peter Stronach
Breeding:

Black Grouse - summary of leks counted in Strathspey Black Grouse Study Group
area 2010z2019:

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Active leks counted* 67 94 90 73 95 93 78 60 63 59
No. oflekking males 511 700 662 535 688 733 570 418 443 381
* Please note that the lek counts for the last 10 years have been revised downwards to exclude
leks that were considered inactive.

Black Grouse - number of lek king males and productivity at Corrimony RSPB
Reserve 2010z2019:

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Lekking males 43 41 40 28 34 43 45 37 noBata
Chicks per female 3.0 15 1.8 1.2 15 0.3 1.0 2.0 noaolataa

Autumn/Winter: Birds were recorded lekking in most months apart from July
and August. There were no records of 10 or more birds together in this period.

Ptarmigan Lagopus muta
Locally common resident in upland areas.

Winter/Spring: The first of numerous widely scattered records was of three
birds at Lurchers Meadow on 2 January. The highest count in this period was
also in the Cairngorms, of 14 in Coire an$neachda on 8 March. Two birds on
Beinn na Caillich on Skye were the furthe west recorded.
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Breeding: The first records of young birds were of six at Knoydart on 2 June and four in
Cona Glen, Lochaber onJune. Subsequent breeding records were of seven chicks on
Ben Klibreck on 10 June, two on Cairn Gorm on 23 June and oneéBamnn nan Eun, north
of Ben Wyvis on 26 June.

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  The highest counts for the latter part of the year
were 12 on Bealach na Ba in Wester Ross on 7 September, eight on Cranstackie
in Sutherland on 24 September and seven in Coire Cas, Cdgorm on 22

October.

Red Grouse Lagopus lagopus
Common resident on upland moors, especially in Badenoch &
Strathspey.

Winter/Spring: Numerous records were received from upland areas throughout
the recording area. The highest counts included those of 20 at Lochindorb on 19
January, 30 at Dalwhinnie on 28 January and 40 at Lochindorb on 29 April. These
were only one fifth of the size othe highest recorded in 2018.

Breeding: Two broods of up to 10 chicks were noted on Handa throughout June. Other
breeding records included 34 pairs encountered with a total of 14 chicks at Lochindorb
on 24 June. One chick was reported from Eigg on 23ylahd four from Handa on 16
August.

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  The highest counts were 30 at Lochindorb on 15
September, 50 at Balsporran on 29 November and 80+ at Bad Each, Newtonmore
on 12 December, comparable to the highest in 2018.

Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa

Released annually in very high numbers by main commercial
shooting estates and then can be found quite widely dispersed,;
scarce elsewhere.

Winter/Autumn/Winter: ~ Most records came from the usual release areas in
Badenoch, Strathspey and east Invernesshire, with the highest count being 70+
at Ballachroan, Newtonmore on 6 October. Elsewhere in the east, 15 were noted
at Loch Fleet on 14 February. On Skye, singleds were noted at Torrin on 5

April, Achnacloich on 12 April and Aird on 15 April. One was seen at Melvich on
18 April and two at Inchbae on 6 November.
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Grey Partridge Perdix perdix

Restricted to a few local breeding populations in Inner Moray
Firth basin; sightings elsewhere probably derive from released
birds.

Winter/Spring:  The majority of records were from Easter Ross, with most from
the Tarbat Ness and Loch Eye areas, but numbers of birds seen were usually
small. High counts from elswhere were 14 at Mossbank, Nethy Bridge on 5
January and eight at Fort George on 22 February.

Breeding: The only two records were from near Loch Eye, the first on 11 July of two
adults and eight young.

Grey Partridge brood in July at Loch Eye c.Peter Stronach

Autumn/Winter: Few records were received in this period, but 16 birds were
noted atCarrbridge on 19 December.

Quail Coturnix coturnix
Rare breeder; scarce summer visitor.

Spring/Summer: Ten records of calling birds were received. Two were at Insh
Marshes on 26 June. Singles were on Skye at Armadale on 2 June and Trumpan
on 9 June and again on 20 July. One was calling at Alness on 12 June and another
in the Castle Stuart area from 18 Junr@ July. Singles were at Drumguish on 18

and 24 June, at Edderton on 24 June and again on 17 October, at Balspardon,
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near Gollanfield on 27 and 28 July, at Munlochy Bay on 8 July and at Fearn on 23
July. One was found dead at Auchmore Wood, Easter Rosd.0rdune below
overhead power lines.

Pheasant Phasianus colchicus
Common resident, supplemented by huge numbers of released
birds.

Winter/Spring: Over 1300 records were received, mainly from the Inverness,
Badenoch and Strathspey areas. In the north and west, records were received of
birds in Strath Halladale, Melvaig, Little Assynt, An Teallach, Upper Loch Broom,
Mellon Charles, Loch Eil and Ardrmaurchan. Birds were also noted on the Isles of
Skye, with two at Tokavaig on 1 May, Muck and Eigg.

Breeding: Reports from Eigg noted a reasonably successful breeding season.

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  High counts, probably related to new releases, were
recorded at Loch Alvie, vith 30+ on 19 September, Advie, 30+ on 23 September
and 100+ on 7 October, Nuide Farm near Newtonmore, 60+ on 13 October and at
Ballachroan, 50+ on 14 October, while 200 were noted at Rogart on 17 October.
Two leucistic birds were recorded at Tain Moor Farm on 4 October and

melanistic birds were at Advie on 10 October and Laggan on 2 November.

Brent Goose Branta bernicla

Scarce but increasing migrant and winter visitor ; regular autumn
migrant on west coast , especially Skye small population winters
iIn Inner Moray Firth ; scarce in spring.

[Pale-bellied race ] Branta bernicla hrota

Winter/Spring: The majority of reports in this period related to birds from the
wintering Inner Moray Firth population. An exception was a single at Loch Ewe
on 28 January. There were 12 at Rosemarkie on 15 January and 23 there on 25
February. At Fort George, reports included 35 on 14 February and 45 on 18
March. There were 44 at Whiteness Head on 1 March and 88Nigg Bay on 4
April. Three at Broadford Bay from 1928 April were presumably wintering Irish
birds returning north.

Summer: A single at Broadford Bay on 222 July was unusual.

Autumn/Winter: Passage of birds heading to winter in Ireland can be vabée,
and autumn 2019 was a relatively poor year. The first birds noted at Broadford
Bay, Skye were seven on 30 August, followed by 130 on 11 September, 172 in
two flocks on 12 September, 65 on 12 October and 33 on 24 October. Other
reports included 51 birds at Culkein Bay on 12 September and two at Applecross
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Bay on 24 September. Reports of the Moray Firth wintering population included
19 birds at Nigg Bay on 1 November and 28 there on 15 December.

[Dark -bellied race] Branta bernicla bernicla
Winter/Spring: There was an adult at Cromarty on 19 March.

Autumn/Winter: There was a single with a small flock of palbellied birds at
Broadford Bay on 9 October.

[Grey-bellied Brant*] Branta bernicla nigricans

Autumn/Winter: A grey-bellied Brant was first reported at Castle Stuart on %
March and subsequently on 26 November, presumably as a returning bird. It was
present and seen by many observers until the end of the year.

(*At the moment, it is not recognised as gpecies or subspecies by the major
taxonomic authorities and as a consequence records are not being formally
assessed by BBRC or BOURC.)

Canada GooseBranta canadensis

Well-established in Lochaber and spreading, now breeding in
Badenoch;locally common summer moult migrant to Inner Moray
Firth but scarce elsewhere; very localised in winter months.

Winter/Spring: It appears there is now a small resident population in

Badenoch, with 21 at Loch Insh on 6 January. A group of 31 at Scourie28n
January was unusual. Records on Skye are increasing, with five at Isleornsay on 2
March and nine there on 2 April. In Lochaber, reports included nine at Kilchoan

on 19 April and, at Cuil Bay, 50 on the 9th and 120 on 19 May. There were 12 at
Fort Georgeon 26 May.

Breeding: There were two pairs on Insh Marshes and a pair with four young were
reported at Dell of Killiehuntly on 16 May. Among several reports from the Loch Eil area
of Lochaber was one of 117 birds on 23 July which included largeung.

Summer: Some exceptional counts in Lochaber were, at Fort Willigrh50 on 25
June and 117 on 1 July, and at Inverlochi/70 on 15 July. Other reports probably
relate to the migratory moulting flock, with June reports including 114 birds at
Evantonon the 3rd, 255 at Udale Bay on the 5th, 250 at Alness on the 15th and
150 at the Beauly Firth on the 25th. The peak count was 1400 at Alness Point on
5 July. Further numerous reports from Udale Bay included counts of 450 on 28
July, 300 on 13 August andinally, 250 on 19 September. Numbers are clearly
increasing, as confirmed in the reporting rate graph.
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Reporting rate

10
Jan Feb Mar Apr May  Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov  Dec

% of complete lists

— Canada Goose - Highland - 2019 — Canada Goose - Highland - Historical

Reporting rate: %age each week of complete BirdTrack lists containing a report of Canada Goose

Autumn/Winter: Reports were mainly from Badenoch and Lochaber. There
were 27 birds at Insh Marshes on 13 September, 30 at Kincraig on 1 November
and 21 at Dell of Killiehuntly on 30 December. Counts in Lochaber included 100
at Cuil Bay on 1 October, 40 at Dalilea on &MXember, 100 at Kinlochteaais on
24 November and 33 at Fort William on 6 December.

Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis
Locally common winter visitor to north and west, scarce
elsewhere.

With increasing numbers of feral birds roaming around thénner Moray Firth, it
is now very difficult to distinguish genuinely wild birds in the area. All those
reported below are thought to have been genuine migrants from Arctic breeding
populations. (However, see the chapter on escapes and presumed linds.)

Winter/Spring: Away from the normal wintering areas, 30 were reported at
Killen on 6 January and 10 at Gollanfield on 13 January. Counts at Tongue
included 109 on 12 January and 250 on 7 February. At Gruinard Bay there was a
count of 121 on 28 Janary. High numbers at Balnakeil were 380 on 17 February
and 200 on 31 March. At Achiltibuie there were 148 on 19 March and 100 on 4
April. Numbers on Skye were lower than normal and included 35 at Balmaqueen
on 13 January, 70 on Isay on19 January and 40&taffin on 27 March. The last
report was of five birds at Lairg on 5 May.
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Summer: Reports all relatedto the feral population in Badenoch. $ee the
chapter on escapes and presumed feral birds.)

Autumn/Winter:  The first report was of four birds at NiggBay on 3 October,

with 11 at Strathy Point and six at Kilmory, Rum on 10 October. In the north,
there were 156 at Melness and an exceptional 820 at Balnakeil on 13 November.
West coast reports included 200 birds at Mungasdale on 20 December and 30 at
Achiltibuie on 26 December. The only record from Skye was of 13 at Staffin
Island on 17 December.

Cackling GooseBranta hutchinsii
Vagrant.

Autumn/Winter: A bird was found amongst Pinkfooted Geese at Balloch on 14
15 December and found again on 3December.

Snow GooseAnser caerulescens
Rare winter visitor and passage migrant.

Winter/Spring: A single bird was present at Killen from 6 January to 22
February, thought to be the bird reported regularly between OctobeNovember
2018.

Autumn/Winter: A lesser intermediatemorph bird was seen in the Castle
Stuart area from 22 November until the end of the year.

Greylag GooseAnser anser

Locally common breeder in north and west and expanding range
especially into Badenoch & Strathspey; common migrant and
winter visitor, especially in east.

Winter/Spring: The best January counts were 535 at Balliefurth on the 9th and
an impressive 534 at Kinlochmoidart in Lochaber on the 20th. In Badenoch &
Strathspey, 350 were counted at Dell of Killiehuntly on 9 February, 300 at Duthill
on 27 February and 570 between Cabridge and Dalnaan on 3 March. There

were 800 at Ardgay on 13 March. A skein of 150 flew north at Stoer on 7 May and
170 were counted at Canna on 23 May. A report of 190+ at Dell of Killiehuntly on
27 May involved resident birds.

Breeding: On Eigg, 20+ bods were recorded, with the first gosling noted on 3 May.

Broods of goslings were reported from a number of locations, including 20 at
Avielochan, Strathspey on 12 May.
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Number of pairs of Greylag Geese breeding at Insh Marshes RSPB Reserve 201Q
2019:

Year 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Pairs 31 38 35 * 68 78 56 45 83 74

* count not done due to extensive, prainged flooding

Summer: There were widespread reports throughout the period. On Fladaigh
Chuain, Skye there were 110, possibly moulting birds, on 23 June. The most

significant numbers occurred on Lochindorb, where the moulting flock built up
from 200 on 9June to 1000 on 28 June.

Autumn/Winter: Amongst the larger counts was 1500 at Udale Bay on 19
September. In October, there were reports of 150 birds at Rispond, Sutherland
on the 1st, 500 at Mains of Garten on théth and 290 at Loch Duntelchaig on the
28th. In a coordinated census between Boat of Garten and Grantowen-Spey,
1320 were recorded on 25 November. December reports included 400 birds at
Brora on the 13th, 600 at Loch Eye on the 20th and 280 at Dell ofllk&huntly on
the 26th.

Icelandic Greylag Goose Census 2019

Site 23 November
Loch Fleet 0
Dornoch Firth 148
Loch Eye 2093
Nigg Bay (incl. Outer Cromarty Firth) 0
Alness Bay 0
Inner Cromarty Firth 73
Udale Bay 0
Beauly Firth 0
Loch Flemington 0
TOTALS 2314

Taiga Bean GooseAnser fabalis
Rare winter visitor .

Autumn/Winter. There was a single at Udale Bay on 4 October.

Pink -footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus

Common winter visitor, especially in east with a marked spring
passage; occasional breeding by feral birds and once by wild
birds.

Winter/Spring: Regular counts at Tarbat Ness included 2500 on 31 January and
17 February, and 2000 on 28 March. Other large counts in March were 2400 at
Balliefurth on the 11th, 2000 at Morangie Lodge on the 14th and several on the
29th, including 2800 at Aturlie, 2400 at Easter Dalziel and 3400 at Balliefurth.
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On 31 March 950 birds at Insh Marshes possibly included some migrants.
Migration north was also noted on Skye from 31 March, with 180 in four skeins
over Broadford and 150 at Neist Point. On 9 April 550 in siskeins were noted
going north over Drumfearn and Broadford, whilst 550 went north over the
Beauly Firth. Northward migration was noted into May, with 200 over Lairg on
the 2nd, 92 over Achnahaird on the 9th and 300 over Isleornsay, Skye on the
10th. Therewere still seven in Udale Bay on 26 May.

Icelandic Pink -footed Goose Census 2019:

Site 20 October 23 November
Loch Fleet 5980 0
Dornoch Firth 2600 2770
Loch Eye 23 20
Tain Bay 0 0
Nigg Bay (incl. Outer Cromarty Firth) 4400 0
Alness Bay 6000 3450
Inner Cromarty Firth 5870 3300
Udale Bay 0 0
Munlochy Bay 9500 1800
Beauly Firth 26000 0
Whiteness 150

Upper Badenoch 20

TOTALS 60543 11340

Summer: There are increasing numberof summer reports. In June, two birds
were in Broadford Bay on the 5th, two at Tarbat Ness on the 14th and two at
Loch Eye on the 25th. There were five reports from the Beauly Firth in July,
including one of nine birds onthe 10th. There were also five reports in August,
with six birds in Udale Bay on the 6th and 14 at Arabella on the 18th.

Autumn/Winter: Returning birds were noted in the first few days of September,
with 49 in the Beauly Firth on the 2nd. Thereafter theravere seven reports on
the 3rd and several on the 4th, ranging from Rum to the Cairngorms. In four
skeins over Portree on 17 September a total of 294 birds were noted. Numbers
steadily built up at east coast sites in late September, with 1500 at the Beauly
Firth on the 19th, 1500 at Udale Bay on the 21st and 2000 at Munlochy Bay on
the 27th. Numbers started to peak in October, with 3500 at Loch Eye on the 13th,
3000 at Carse of Arderger on the 15th, 3000 at Arabella on the 17th and an
exceptional 8000 at Munlochy Bay on the 18th. There were 3100 at Easter
Dalziel on 23 November. Concentrations at Udale Bay included 5500 on 4
November and 3200 on 1 December.

Tundra Bean GooseAnser serrirostris

Rare winter visitor .

Autumn/Winter: Asingle bird was at Udale Bay on 13 November.

44



White -fronted Goose Anser albifrons
Winter visitor in small numbers in west, scarce in east.

[Greenland race ] Anser albifrons flavirostris

Winter/Spring: The wintering flock on north Skyecontinues to decline, with
seven birds seen on 23 January. In Lochaber, the Acharacle/Kentra Moss
wintering flock remains strong with a regular count of 71 from JanuaryMarch.
Singles were recorded at Golspie on 9 January and at Gollanfield on 14 January.
There was visible northward migration, of 29 at Neist Point on 23 March and
seven at Kilmory, Rum on 1 April.

Autumn/Winter: There was no count from north Skye although a small flock

was subsequently located later in the winter. At Acharacle/Kentra Moghe

counts were 18 on 20 October, 56 on 25 October, and 76 on 25 November and 13
December. Six birds were in Broadford Bay on 17 November. Records on the east
coast involved singles, at Udale Bay on 4 and 27 October, at Killen on 27 October
and at Embo or® November.

[European race] Anser albifrons albifrons

Winter/Spring: A juvenile was at Balblair with Pinkfeet on 9 January. Singles
were also reported at Tore on 5 February and at Loch Croispol, Durness on 31
March.

Autumn/Winter: There were two reports of singles, from Easter Dalziel on 21
October and Castle Stuart on 16 December.

Mute Swan Cygnus olor
Resident in east, but scarce in north and west.

Winter/Spring: Although reported widely, there were few concentrations of
note. There were nareports from outside the normal range and the species
remains scarce in the west. There were 40 birds at Loch Flemington on 1
January. The best counts were at Loch Eye, with 135 on 6 January and still 90,
presumably non-breeding birds, on 30 May.

Breeding : Five pairs were on Loch Inshin the west, there was a pair with two cygnets
at Ballachulish on 30 June. Otherwise, there were very few breeding reports.

Summer: The major concentrations were again at Loch Eye, with 195 on 19 July
and a peak of 250 on 2 August.

Autumn/Winter: Counts at Loch Eye included 243 on 8 September and 198 on

13 October. Otherwise, all reports were of small numbers, apart from 39 at Loch
Flemington on 15 December.
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Mute Swan - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2019:
6Jan 10Feb 130Oct 15Dec

Dornoch Firth 53 44 31 56
Cromarty Firth 1 5 4 3
Beauly Firth 0 2 8 0
Inverness Firth 9 7 19 5
Moray Basin Lochs 189 90 261 161
TOTALS 252 148 323 225

Whooper Swan Cygnhuscygnus

Has bred and odd individuals summer ( some local breeding
events appear to involve feral birds ); common migrant and
winter visitor, mainly in east.

Winter/Spring: Counts on the Beauly Firth included 62 on 9 January, 40 on 2
February and 75 on 21 March. Other concentrations in the east included 120 at
Hilton of Cadboll on 17 February, 228 at Fearn Drome on 8 March and 145 at
Loch Fleet on 25 March. Peak counts at IndMarshes were 48 on 14 February
and 177 in a WeBS count of the marshes and the River Spey on 24 March. In the
west, northward migration was noticeable from late March, with 38 birds at
Carnoch Bridge, Lochaber on the 22nd, 85 over the Minch and 90 overrRon

the 25th and 189 in several herds over Ardnish, Broadford on the 31st. There
were 130 over Rum on 1 April. Several reports of stragglers in May included
groups of six at Loch Eye on the 10th and four at The Mound, Loch Fleet on the
27th.

Breeding Whooper Swans in July in Easter Ross c. Peter Stronach
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Breeding/Summer: A pair appeared to be occupying a nest on a Sutherland loch on 3
May. Summering birds included a single at Insh Marshes on 2 June and three there on 10
June. Two were at Balnakeil Marsh on 16 June and four at Bonar Bridge on 19 June. Two
remained on LochEye throughout the summer. In Glen Strathfarrar, seven feral birds
were reported near Braulen Lodge on 16 June and six on 8 August.

Autumn/Winter: Three birds were on Loch Glascarnoch on 15 September.
Migration south was noted from 16 September, with thee over the Minch, and

on the following day 18 went over Rum. In general, southward migration is
protracted and continues into early November. There were 60 at Loch Eye on 18
September, increasing to 600 by 13 October and 700 on 1 November. Other large
concentrations included 600 at Arabella on 17 October. December reports of

note were 150 at Tarbat Ness on the 24th and 205 at North Cadboll on the 29th.

Shelduck Tadorna tadorna
Breeder but scarce in north and west; common in winter in Inner
Moray Firth.

Winter/Spring: Whilst widely distributed throughout the recording area, the
majority of reports involved small numbers. The largest concentrations were
found on the east coast, with a peak of 250 at Tain on 1 January. Several reports
on 7 February included counts of 8%t Loch Fleet, 175 at Dornoch and 132 at
Inver. Peak counts at Udale Bay were 108 on 25 February and 100 on 21 March.

Breeding: The first report was of a pair with two small young at Udale Bay on 31 May.
The majority of subsequent broods were reported aNigg and Udale Bays. Large young
were noted at Whiteness Bay on 20 June and two fledged young on Canna on 31 July. On
Eigg, there were three pairs, with the first young seen on 11 June. Remarkably, one pair
managed to fledge five of seven chicks hatched.

Summer: The only counts of note were 32 in the Beauly Firth on 11 June and 50
at The Mound on 18 June.

Autumn/Winter: Reports during the early part of this period are invariably low
as most birds have left for moult migration. The largest counts were 33 &ldale
Bay on 3 September and 32 at Nigg Bay on 11 October. There were 59 at
Dingwall on 5 November and 100 at Tain Bay on 8 November. Numbers at Udale
Bay steadily increased from 100 on 12 November to 150 on 2 December.

Shelduck - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2019:
6Jan 10Feb 130ct 15Dec

BrorazDornoch 81 125 0 43

Dornoch Firth 415 643 40 436
Cromarty Firth 563 431 46 616
Beauly Firth 0 2 0 0
Inverness Firth 232 211 4 69
TOTALS 1291 1412 90 1164
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Mandarin Duck Aix galericulata
Small introduced population in Strath Nairn ; rare elsewhere.

Winter/Spring/  Summer: The longstaying male at Morar was present between
3 January and 11 Aprilln Lochaberalso, two males were reported at Kilchoan on
24 April. In the east, two were reported at Culloden Viaduct on 24 February and
two at Littlemill on 26 March. There wasa report of 12 at Glenkyllachy Lodge on
7 May and 12 was the maximum spring countrothe River Nairn up from
Balnafoich,on 26 June.

Autumn/Winter: The only reports were from Morar, of a male on 13 October
and 1 December.

Garganey Spatulaquerquedula
Has bred; scarce migrant, mainly in east.

Spring: A male at Broadford Bay on 27 April was only the second record for

Skye. On the same day, there was also a male at Balnakeil, Durness, which was
joined by a female on 19 May. There was also a report of a pair on Loch Evelix on
6 May. Anadult drake was onLoch Neil Bhain Sutherland on 19 May and a single
was on Loch Kinellan on 20 May.

Blue-winged Teal Spatula discors
Vagrant.
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Winter/Spring: A male was found on a small loch at Mellon Charles, Wester
Ross on 18 March. It remained in the area until 4 June and for much of the time
associated with a female Shoveler. It was the third record for HighlandSée
McMillan, R.L. 2019. Scottish Birds 39(September: 25261.)

Shoveler Spatulaclypeata
Has bred; scarce migrant and winter visitor, mainly in Inner
Moray Firth.

Winter/Spring: The majority of early winter reports were from Tain, with 22

birds on 2 January and 27 on 28 Januaryhere were four at Loch Eye on 16

March. A single female was noted at Mellon Charles, Wester Ross on 18 March
associated with a Bluewinged Teal (see previous species summaryhree were

at Alturlie on 17 April and four at Chanonry Point on 24pril. Among several

reports from Balnakeil were those of nine birds on 2 May, 13 on 10 May and

three on 1 June. There was also a pair at Achanalt on 23 May and two at Loch Eye
on 30 May.

Breeding: Despite the numbers at Balnakeil, it was thought there was only one pair and
there was no evidence of breeding. Although difficult to estimate accurately, it was
thought there could have been up to seven pairs at Insh Marshes.

Autumn/Winter: One bird appeared at Dornoch Point on 16 September. Most
reports were again from the Tain area, with six birds on 8 October, and 13 on 19
November and 18 December. There were six at Loch Eye on 25 November. The
only other report was of a drake at Loch Insh on 30 Decédber.

Gadwall Marecastrepera
Has bred; scarce migrant and winter visitor.

Winter/Spring: The only winter records of note were two birds at Loch
Flemington on 10 February and two at Whiteness on 25 March. At Balnakeil, two
were present on 17 February, 12 on 31 March and, in spring, 10 on 27 April, 11
on 4 May and 17 on 10 May. There were repts of two at Dornoch on 5 April, at
the Narrows of Raasay on 22 April and at Alturlie on 22 May. Five were reported
at Lochindorb on 28 May.

Summer/Breeding : A total of five pairs were reported at Balnakeil on 13 May but there
was no information on brealing attempts. Two birds were reported at Loch Kinellan on
4 August.

Autumn/Winter: Between 15 August and 22 September a group of four birds
was present at Fort William and there was still a drake there on 13 December. A
group of seven passage birds was in Broadford Bay on 24 October. At Loch Eye,
there was a single on 18 September, artdro on 13 October and 1 November. A
single was on Loch Flemington between 8 November and 15 December.
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Wigeon Marecapenelope
Uncommon breeder; common migrant and winter visitor,
especially in Inner Moray Firth.

Winter/Spring:  Numbers on the westcoast are invariably low, the most being

103 at Kirkton, Lochalsh on 4 February. The largest concentrations are on the
east coast, with 315 on 6 January at Loch Eye, 450 on 10 January and 5 February
at Tain, 500 on 5 February at Udale Bay, 650 on 7 Febryaat Dornoch and 435

on 1 March at Milton of Culloden. The largest count was 1400 at Castle Stuart on
24 January. There was a WeBS count of 498 on the Insh Marshes and River Spey
on 19 February. The peak March count at Insh Marshes was 186 on the 24th.

Breeding: Whilst many birds were recorded on suitable breeding lochs, reports
confirming breeding were sparse. Eight pairs were on Loch Achanalt on 22 May.

Number of Wigeon pairs breeding at Insh Marshes 2010 z2019:

Year 2010 2011 20122013 2014 D15 2016 2017 2018 2019
Pairs 12 11 16 * 26 35 29 26 22 15
* count not done due to extensive, prolonged flooding

Autumn/Winter: The numbers recorded in autumn are invariably significantly
higher than in winter, as migrants arrive from their breeding grounds and
disperse further south. Counts at Tain Bay reflected this with 120 on 2
September, 3200 on 20 September antD00 on 26 October, but at Udale Bay
reports included 500 on 19 September, and 2000 on 17 October and 12
November. In the Inverness area, reports included 820 birds at Castle Stuart on
23 September and 590 at Seafield on 7 October. Large numbers still peat in
December were 800 at Udale Bay on the 2nd and 1500 at Tain Bay on the 20th.

Wigeon - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2019:

6 Jan 10 Feb 13 Oct 15 Dec
BrorazDornoch 690 253 660 910
Dornoch Firth 3507 1910 10110 4851
Cromarty Firth 3415 2371 12005 3782
Beauly Firth 418 202 239 329
Inverness Firth 1548 2250 1804 2951
Moray Basin Lochs 583 416 882 733
TOTALS 10161 74 25700 13556

American Wigeon Marecaamericana
Scarce winter visitor .

Winter/Spring: Two different over-wintering drakes remained in the Tain area,
one in Tain Bay from 7 Januarnl4 March and the other at Loch Eye from-10
January. A hybrid American Wigeon x Wigeon was reported at Loch Ussie on 23
March.
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American Wigeon in January at Tain River c.Peter Stronach

Autumn/Winter: A drake was again present on Loch Eye, recorded between 3
October and 20 December. There was a drake at Merkinch between 26 October
and 31 December. A drake was also present on Loch Insh from-26 December.

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos

Common breeder; common in winter, especially in Inner Moray
Firth.

Winter/Spring: The largest count on the west coast was 125 at Gairloch on 27
January. The peak counts for Highland were 232 on a WeBS survey of the River
Spey/Insh Marshes on 21 January and 142 at Loch Eye on 6 January. Other
concentrations of note included 134 at Claataharry on 8 February and 100 at
Drumancroy on 10 February. As it is an early breeder, numbers invariably drop
as birds disperse in March and April.

Breeding: The earliest brood noted was at Glebe Ponds, Kingussie on 28 April. From
throughout the area on Birdtrack, a total of 22 broods were noted in May, 17 in June and
8 in July. On Eigg, there were five pairs at Laig, with the first duckling on 4 May, but a
poor survival rate.

51



Number of Mallard pairs breeding at Insh Marshes 2010 -2019:

Year 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Pairs 72 105 139 * 152 228 261 10660 136
* count not done due to extensive, prolonged flooding

Summer: Numbers started to build up again in late July, with 65 at Loch Insh on
the 27th, 48 at Fort William on the 28th and 70 at Nigg and Udale Bay on the
30th. August counts included7 at Fort William and 80 at Udale Bay, both on the
13th.

Autumn/Winter: At Invertromie/Ballochbuie there was a count of 150 on 12
September. Reports from Spey Dam included 95 on 1 September and 155 on 5
October5. Insh Marshes reports included 100irds on 2 September and 120 on

12 October. Udale Bay held 100 on 27 Septembanca135 on 5 October. The

peak count at Loch Eye was 140 on 13 October and, finally, there were 120 on 11
December at Rothiemoon, Nethy Bridge. The largest total was 372 on a WeBS
count of the River Spey/Insh Marshes on 18 December.

Mallard - Inner Moray F irth WeBS Counts 2019:

6 Jan 1eb 13 Oct 15 Dec
BrorazDornoch 156 48 125 284
Dornoch Firth 887 579 413 627
Cromarty Firth 387 259 248 415
Beauly Firth 187 190 121 267
Inverness Firth 312 201 142 216
Moray Basin Lochs 177 221 218 154
TOTALS 2106 1498 1267 1963

American Black Duck Anas rubripes
Rare American vagrant.

American Black Duck in August at Strontian c. Peter Stronach
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Spring/Summer/ Autumn/Winter: The longstaying drakeremains in the
Strontian area. It attracts bird listers from throughout Britain and was recorded
regularly betweenl18 February and 29 December. It was apparently seen mating
with a hybrid, of which there are now a number. However, it was regularly in the
company of a female Mallard.

Pintail Anas acuta
Rare breeder; locally common winter visitor in Inner Moray Firth
but scarce elsewhere.

Winter/Spring: There were no reports from the west coast. In the north, there
was a single at Kyle of Tongue on 14 January. The largest concentrations were in
Tain Bay, with 190 on 2 January, 250 on 24 January, 171 of&bruary and 52

on 25 February. Other reports included 132 in Nigg Bay on 6 January and 53 in
the Beauly Firth on 2 April. Several records in May included one of three birds at
Balnakeil on the 13th. Two were at The Mound, Loch Fleet on 17 May and, finally
a single drake on Loch Eye on 28 May.

Summer: There were no reports in summer.

Autumn/Winter: There were no reports from the north and west. At Alturlie

five birds were recorded on 10 September. Any counts of note were again from
Tain Bay and included70 on 20 September, 165 on 29 November and a peak of
180 on 12 December. Other reports included 26 at Dornoch Point on 29 October
and 157 at Nigg Bay on 15 December.

Pintail - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2019:
6 Jan 10 Feb 130ct 15Dec

Dornoch Firth 348 122 43 138
Cromarty Firth 152 109 2 158
Beauly Firth 18 36 0 14
Inverness Firth 3 0 0 13
Moray Basin Lochs 2 0 0 3
TOTALS 523 267 45 326

Teal Anas crecca
Widespread breeder in small numbers ; common migrant and
winter visitor, especially in Inner Moray Firth.

Winter/Spring: The largest concentrations are on the east coast and numbers
peak in January and February, then fall off in March when birds start to disperse.
At Tain Bay counts included 430 on 2 January and a peak of 5310 30 January.
Other reports included 180 at Loch Eye on 6 January, 135 at Dornoch on 7
February and 200 at Udale Bay on 19 February. The peak count at Seafield was
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174 on 6 January and at Milton of Culloden 260 on 18 January. Other counts of
note were 185 at Alturlie on 21 January, 160 at Loch Flemington on 7 February
and 400 at Drumancroy on 10 February. At Insh Marshes, there were 131 on 19
February, 73 on 24 March and 70 at nearby Invertromie on 22 April.

Breeding: Despite widespread reports ofbirds in suitable breeding habitat in May,
there were very few records of confirmed breeding. These included two small broods
noted at Lochbuie on 7 June and juveniles later noted at a lochan on Ashie Moor.

Number of Teal pairs breeding at Insh Marshes 20 10z2019:

Year 2010 2011 20122013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Pairs 37 29 54 * 81 88 5 66 58
* count not done due to extensive, prolonged flooding

Autumn/Winter:  Numbers built up in September, with 54 at Easter Dalziel on
the 4th and 270 at Alturlie Pools on the 10th. The peak counts at Seafield were
also in September, with 410 on the 17th and 400 on the 29th. At Udale Bay the
peak count was 300 on Z September, whilst at Loch Eye the largest was 410 on
13 October. At the River Spey/Insh Marshes the total during a WeBS count on 15
October was 339. November reports included 580 at Milton of Culloden on the
20th, 360 at Dalcross on the 28th and 500 atain on the 29th. In December,

there were still 250 at Seafield on the 6th and 325 at Dalcross on the 12th.

Teal - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2019:
6 Jan 10 Feb 130ct 15Dec

BrorazDornoch 60 15 0 23
Dornoch Firth 1438 864 1035 893
Cromarty Firth 1187 790 571 1058
Beauly Firth 238 117 67 282
Inverness Firth 663 396 515 1138
Moray Basin Lochs 223 154 412 75
TOTALS 3809 2336 P60 3469

Green-winged Teal Anas carolinensis
Rare winter visitor, especially in Inner Moray Firth

Winter/Spring: An over-wintering bird remained present at Loch Flemington

from 1 January14 February. Similarly, an oveiwintering bird was seen at Tain
from 21 January5 February, and again on 8 April. There was a male at Udale Bay
from 8-10 March.

Autumn/Winter: The only report was of a drake at Loch Flemington on 15
November.
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Pochard Aythya ferina
Has bred; usually scarce migrant and winter visitor, mainly in
Inner Moray Firth Basin.

Winter/Spring: All reports were in January, a single at Loch Eye on the 1st and
6th, a female/immature on Loch Insh from 622 January and a single at Kyle of
Durness m the 30th.

Summer: There was an unusual report of five at Whiteness Head on 19 July, with
a single still there on 3 August.

Autumn/Winter: As in this period in 2018, there were more reports than
normal. Loch Eye again proved to be the hotspot, with six birds on 3 October, a
peak of 17 on 1 November and still 10 on 20 December. A drake was on Loch
Kinellan on 28 October and 6 November. Two we reported at Loch Pityoulish

on 3 November and a drake at Loch Alvie on 7 November. There was a drake at
Loch Insh from 1628 November.

Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris
Scarce North American vagrant .

Winter/Spring: The drake recorded in Loch Shiel at Acharacle the previous
winter was still present on 10 January, and single drakes were also reported at
Little Loch Shin on 6 February and at Loch nan Eala, Arisaig from-1% May.

Autumn/Winter: A first-winter bird was present at Loch Evelix from 2429
December.

Ring-neck Duck in December at Loch Evelix c. Dean MacAskill
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Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula
Common breeder in most areas; locally common but declining
winter visitor, especially in Inner Moray Firth.

Winter/Spring: Although widely distributed, most concentrations of note were

at specific sites in Badenoch & Strathspey and the east. The largest numbers
were recorded at Loch Eye, with 63 on 1 January, 70 on 16 March and a peak of
80 on 2 April. At Loch hsh there were 30 on 3 January and 29 March. Other
counts included 26 at Boat of Garten on 23 January and 39 at Loch Morlich on 30
March. There were still 40 at Loch Eye on 10 May.

Breeding: Five pairs were at Loch Achanalt on 22 May. Confirmdateeding reports
were limited. There were two broods at Milton Loch on 28 June.

Number of Tufted Duck pairs breeding at Insh Marshes 2010 z2019:

Year 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Pairs 8 22 10 * 17 17 9 13 6 14
* count not done due to extensive, prolonged flooding

Summer: The only reports of note were from Loch Eg, of 80 birds on 5 August
and 105 on 21 August.

Autumn/Winter: There were 22 at Loch Kinellan on 21 September and 23 at
Whiteness Bay on 10 October. Otherwise, the largest concentrations were again
in the usual areas, with peaks for the year of 130 at Loch Eye on 18 September
and 13 October. However, it is thought soe of these birds must have dispersed
as there were only 30 on 14 December. The best counts at Loch Insh were 30 on
1 November and 50 on 29 December.

Tufted Duck - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2019:
6Jan 10Feb 130ct 15Dec

Dornoch Firth 65 69 12 93
Cromarty Firth 0 1 0 0
Beauly Firth 0 1 0O O
Inverness Firth 0 0 0 5
Moray Basin Lochs 120 109 197 127
TOTALS 185 a0 209 225

Scaup Aythya marila
Has bred; locally common winter visitor in Inner Moray Firth but
scarce elsewhere.

Winter/Spring: A number ofbirds now winter on Loch Eye, perhaps a reflection
of the milder temperatures, and 68 were reported on 6 January. Birds otherwise
concentrate in the east coast estuaries, with January reports including 245 at
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Alturlie on the 6th and 170 at Milton of Culloden on the 18th. They are
increasingly favouring Edderton Bay, whth had 205 on 24 February and 190 on
23 March. At Jemimaville there were 150 on 4 March and 10 April, whilst the
peak concentration for the period was 300 at nearby Udale Bay on 14 April.
Seven were still at Jemimaville on 26 May and one at Alturlie the xteday.

Summer: There were three males on Loch Eye on 25 June. Otherwise, the only
reports were of singles, at Alturlie on 19 July, at Castle Stuart on 26 July and at
Loch Eye on 5 August.

Autumn/Winter: Six were at Loch Eye on 8 September, then 18 on @8tober
and 55 on 18 November. Reports from Udale Bay/Jemimaville included 100 on
19 September, 264 on 9 October and a peak of 460 on 6 November. There was
also a report of 450 in the wider Cromarty Firth on 15 October. December
reports included 185 at Udhle Bay on the 28th and 150 at Alturlie on the 29th.

Scaup- Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2019:
6Jan 10Feb 13 Oct 15 Dec

BrorazDornoch 0 0 0 0
Dornoch Firth 1 1 0 0
Cromarty Firth 264 277 229 250
Inverness Firth 371 116 57 88
Inland Lochs 68 0 18 72
TOTALS 704 39 304 410

Eider Somateria mollissima
Common breeder; locally common in winter.

Winter/Spring : The largest winter concentrations are on the east coast, with

the peak year count of 920 in the Dornoch Firth on 23 January. At Whiteness
Head reports included 300 on 24 January and 520 on 1 March. Other reports
from Dornoch included 490 on 22 February ad 700 on 8 March. Encouragingly,
reports from Lochaber included a count of 314 between Inversanda and Sallachy
on Loch Linnhe on 1 March. At Skelbo there were records of 300 on 24 April and
135 on 22 May.

Breeding: Whilst there were other breeding repats, in the ongoing study at

Invergordon Port, 77 nests were located along the rock armour around Berth 4. Another

op xAOA AT 61 OAA ET OEA 10AAT 60 $1 AEh CEOEI Cc Al
from the 133 in 2018. This was almost certainly de to the concreting of a large section

of the rock armour at Berth 4 making it unsuitable for nesting. A consequence of this

xAO AT ET AOAAOGA ET OEA 1 0i AAO T &£ AEOAOG 11 x TAO
nests (56%) were known to have successfully hahed chicks. Of the rest, 23 (20%)

were predated, 9 (8%) failed due to the concreting of the armoured wall and for 18 the

outcome was unknown. Many in this latter category were nests that had been swamped

by high tides, making it impossible to say whethethis had happened before or after

eggs had hatched.
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Summer: The main concentrations relate to moulting flocks. At Loch Ainort on
Skye, there were 100 on 4 June, increasing to a peak of 350 on 12 July. There was
a count of 200 at Skelbo on 2 August. On Loch Linnhe at Rubha nan Sornagan,
there was a flock of 292 orb August.

Autumn/Winter: Septembercountsincluded 240 at Balintraid on the 12th, 150

at Fort George on the 27th and 640 at Loch Fleet on the 30th. Counts at Golspie
included 235 on 12 October, 310 on 30 November and 240 on 22 December, and
at Dornoch, 40 on 16 October, 730 on 17 November and 750 on 14 December.

Surf Scoter Melanitta perspicillata
Rare visitor.

Summer: An adult male and a secongear bird were at Embo on 29 June.

Velvet Scoter Melanitta fusca

Uncommon winter visitor in Inner Moray Firth but rare
elsewhere; occasional moulting flock in summer in Inner Moray
Firth.

Winter/Spring: There was a single at Gruinard Bay on 14 January. Birds were
recorded at Dornoch from January to March, with 18 on 6 January and 22 on 21
March. Atnearby Embo there were two April reports, of eight on the 1st and
seven on the 23rd. Three birds were present at Loch Ainort on Skye from -5
April. At Tarbat Ness records included two birds on 17 April and 18 on 13 May.

Summer: The only summer sighting were at Tarbat Ness, of four birds on 20
June and a single on 2 August.

Autumn/Winter: One bird was at Embo on 21 September and four at
Drumancroy on 13 October. The only reports from the west were of two at
Broadford Bay on 9 October and a female at Blewe on 27 October. Finally,
there was an excellent count of 37 at Dornoch on 14 December.

Common Scoter Melanitta nigra
Scarce breeder in north and west; locally common winter visitor
in Inner Moray Firth but scarce elsewhere; occasional moulting
flock in summer in Inner Moray Firth.

Winter/Spring: The peak counts were at Dornoch, as shown in the graph. At
Whiteness Head250 were noted on 24 January and 2000 on 17 February. High
counts elsewhere were 250 at Tarbat Ness on 31 March, 800 at Ardersier on 2
April and 300 at Embo on 21 April. Two birds were reported at Loch Garten on 7
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March. Other interesting records, from Ske, included counts of 19 on 25 March
and 13 on 20 April at Loch Ainort/Loch na Cairidh, and two drakes in Broadford
Bay on 19 May.

Breeding: There were no reports.

Summer: In the west, records included three drakes at Aultbea on 24 June and

12 in the Narrows of Raasay on 7 July. The main summer concentrations were on
the east coast. The peak count at Tarbat Ness was 190 on 20 June and there were
80 at Dornoch Point on 18 Agust. Exceptional numbers were reported at Embo,
with 1100 on 28 June and 2155 on 30 June.

Autumn/Winter: Again, the peak counts were at Dornoch, as shown in the
graph. Counts elsewhere included 40 at Tarbat Ness on 18 September, 200 at
Whiteness Bay on 0 October, 250 at Drumancroy on 13 October, 600 at Embo
on 31 October and 680, 90% of them female/immature, at Golspie on 22
December. Birds were seldom reported in the west, but Broadford Bay had 12 on
3 September and three on 29 December.

Peak Common Scoter Counts at Dornoch (winter)
Summer Counts Embo

7000
6000
5000
4000
3000
2000

1000

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

* JanApr and SepDec counts at Dornoch by David Patterson; June count at Embo, Dean
MacAskill

Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis
Locally common winter visitor in Inner Moray Firth, but scarce
elsewhere.

Winter/Spring: The only reports away from the east coast were from Kyle of
Tongue, of two birds on 4 January and 10 on 14 January. There were 45 at Fort
George on 3 January and 200 at Whiteness Head on 17 February. Golspie records
included 180 on 1 February and a peakfd.460 on 10 April. Consistently high
counts were made at Dornoch, with 1485 on 23 January, 630 on 22 February,
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600 on 3 March, as well as the last single on 18 May. At Portmahomack, records
included 250 on 20 April and 90 on 28 April.

Summer: There wereno reports in summer.

Autumn/Winter: The first report was of a single at Rubh an Dunain Point on 11
September. In Sutherland also, 13 were pushing north at Sheigra on 1 October.
Records from Chanonry included 1215 on 9 October and 58 on 4 November,
while at Tarbat Ness the peak October count was 64 on the 18th. As this species
can be mobile, it is suspected there will be some duplication of counts between
Golspie and Dornoch. Peak concentrations at Dornoch included 1270 on 17
November and 1420 on 14 Decendr, and at Golspie 840 on 4 December and
820 on 22 December. There was a single at Loch Insh fronr28 November.

Goldeneye Bucephala clangula
Scarce local breeder, mainly in Strathspey; common migrant and
winter visitor, mainly in Inner Moray Firth.

Winter/Spring: Although recorded widely in winter, most reports were of small
numbers. The peak count of the year was 193 at Gairloch on 27 January, another
great effort by RAFOS visiting some of our remoter coastlines. Counts for
Longman, Inverness are consistently hig, with 123 on 26 January and 54 on 5
March. Records from Milton of Culloden included 65 on 21 February and 120 on
1 March. There were 22 at Kyle of Sutherland on 3 January gadl Loch Eye, 67

on 27 February and 60 on 16 March. At Lochindorb, records inaded 87 on 24
January and 39 on 28 February. A WeBS count of the River Spey/Insh Marshes
totalled 55 on 19 February and 30 were at Loch Morlich on 28 March. On Skye,
13 were seen at Loch Mor on 25 March. Numbers diminish in April.

Breeding: The first ducklings were noted on Loch Alvie on 2 May. A female was
incubating 10 eggs in Abernethy Forest on 8 May. Broods were also noted at Avielochan,
Loch Morlich, Loch Pityoulish and Spey Dam, as well as Loch Insh.

Number of Goldeneye pairs breeding at Insh Mars hes 2010z2019:

Year 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Pairs 16 9 10 5 8 6 9 8 or  12*
* nest boxes with incubating birds

Summer: Sixbirds were on the Beauly Firth on 25 June and 25 on 30 July. At
Loch Eye there were six on 19 July and four on 12 August. On 13 August 33 were
reported at Loch Insh.

Autumn/Winter: The first autumn migrant was reported at Loch Carron on 10
October. Therewere 18 males at Shiel Bridge, Acharacle on 8 November and 18
at Loch Mor, Skye on 16 November. Although reports were widespread during
the period, the most significant were from Loch Eye, with 52 birds present on 7
December and 64 on the 14th.
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Goldeneye - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2019:
6 Jan 10 Feb 13 Oct 15 Dec

BrorazDornoch 14 19 0 8
Dornoch Firth 34 27 10 22
East Ross coast 0 0 0 0
Cromarty Frth 26 13 0 36
Beauly Firth 7 78 0 7
Inverness Firth 41 42 13 30
Moray Basin Lochs 79 43 22 101
TOTALS 201 222 45 204

Goosander Mergus merganser
Widespread riparian breeder in small numbers ; uncommon and
local in autumn and winter.

Winter/Spring: January records from Skye included 10 birds at Heaste on the
5th, 14 at Teangue on the 13th and 18 at Loch Slapin on the 21st. There were 12
at Ullapool on 30 January, 12 at Keoldale, Durness on 22 February and 15 at Loch
Morlich on 25 February. In May, me were at the Borgie Estuary on the 17th, a
peak count of 38 at Alness Point on the 19th and 14 at Inverinate, Lochalsh on

the 25th.

Breeding: A pair were displaying in Loch Lochy on 12 May. Several broods were
reported from the River Ness, and famyl groups were also noted on the River Feshie
and at Mullach Coire nan Dearcag. There were two pairs at Loch Insh.
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Summer: Records from the Linnhe/Lochy confluence at Fort William included

30 birds on 26 June and 22 on 20 August. The peak count at Loch Portree was 25
on 14 July. Among other reports were 39 on the Beauly Firth on 7 June and 45 on
10 July, 26 at Bonar Bridge o049 June and 37 at Sallachan on 9 August.

Autumn/Winter:  The majority of significant reports were in September and
were widely distributed, including counts of 32 at the Linnhe/Lochy confluence
on the 3rd, 35 at Jemimaville on the 9th, 27 atongman, Inverness on the 10th,
19 at Loch Portree on the 14th and 29 at Milton of Culloden on the&’th.
Numbers later were smaller, such as nine at Seafield on 7 October and eight at
Acharacle on 7 November.

Red-breasted Merganser Mergusserrator
Widespread, mainly coastal, breeder in small numbers ; locally
common in autumn and winter, especially in Inner Moray Firth.

Winter/Spring: Early countsfrom Loch Fleet included 97 on 9 January and 40

on 23 February. There was a good count of 80 in the Beauly Firth on 23 January
and, on the west coast, 47 on Loch Ewe on 28 January. Dornoch records included
35 on 7 February and 76 on 31 March. An indicatioof numbers in areas rarely
recorded came from Loch Linnhe on 1 March, when 39 were at Kilmalieu and

110 between Inversanda and Sallachy. Later reports included 60 at Golspie on 21
April, 35 at Castle Tioram, Acharacle on 5 May and 30 at Fort George avay.

Breeding: There was a female with a duckling on Rum on 21 June and a brood on Canna
on 31 July. A brood of 15 was seen at Alness Point odu8y and others were reported
from Lochlonghead and Loch Ashie.

Summer: There were few reports of large numbes, but at Udale Bay there were
90 on 17 June and 50 on 21 July. Other east coast reports included 30 at Alness
Point on 15 June, 39 at Fort George on 29 June and 35 at Whiteness on 28
August. On the west coast, there was a count of 30 at Kentra on 5 &ulyg a peak
of 38 at Loch Ainort, Skye on 28 July.

Autumn/Winter. The moulting flock at Balintraid peaked at 570 on 12
September and reduced to 300 on 28 September. There were 104 at Fort George
on 3 September, 120 at Loch Fleet on 14 September and 12Qamimaville on

19 September. Most of the large flocks dispersed thereafter, the only reports of
note being 95 at Dornoch on 13 October and 48 at Dornoch Point on 29 October.
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Red-breasted Merganser - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2019:
6 Jan 10 Feb 13 Oct 15 Dec

BrorazDornoch 36 14 17 15
Dornoch Firth 22 7 4 5
East Ross Coast 0 0 0 0
Cromarty Firth 25 10 41 10
Beauly Firth 32 0 1 0
Inverness Firth 48 19 19 25
Moray Basin Lochs 0 0 0 2
TOTALS 163 50 82 57

Swift Apusapus
Locally common summer visitor & breeder in east, but usually
scarce in north and west.

Spring/ Summer: The first record was from Abernethy Forestof two birds on

27 April, but the main arrival was in the second week of May, with records of five
at Beauly on 10 May, two at both Insh Marshes and Boat of Garten on 11 May, 10
at Inverness on 13 May and three at Loch Kinellan on 17 May. Monthly maximum
counts were 30+ at Beauly Firth on 29 May, 50 at Loch Morlich on 3 June, 50+ at
Invertromie on 27 July and 40+ at Invertromie on 25 August. Single birds were

on Eigg on 25 July and on Handa on 28 July.

Breeding : Probable breeding was reported from Invernss, Alness, Dingwall, Loch Eye,
Golspie, Nethy Bridge and Spean Bridge. On 29 May a pair were noted flying into a
probable nest hole on an old Scots Pine tree in Glenmore forest.

Autumn: Most birds had departed by the end of the first week of September,
with the highest count being eight at Invertromie on the 6th and the last record
at Balintore on 15 September.

Cuckoo Cuculus canorus
Commonsummer visitor & breeder.

Spring/Summer: Four records from the west of the area on 18 April, from
Lochlonghead, Auchtertyre, Attadale and Achiltibuie, and three further sites on
the 19th, were the earliest. Small numbers were noted on the following seven
days until 26 records were submitted from a wide area on 27 April. The first
record of a female wasat Bla Bheinn on 24 April. Birds were noted in most parts
of the recording area in 793 records received. High counts included five ati®a
an t-Suidhe on the Great Glen Way on 11 May and six at Melvaig on 25 May. An
unusual record of two males singing athe same time and from the same location
came from Shieldaig on 25 June.
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Breeding: Mating was observed at Morar on 27 April. The first fledged young noted was
at Lochlonghead on 7 July. Ten further records of juvenile birds were received, including
one being fed by a Meadow Pipit at Achnahannet, Grantovam-Spey on 10 August.

Autumn: The last record was of a bird at Loch Ashie on 1 September.

Rock Dove Columba livia
Uncommon breeder in north and west; Feral Pigeons are more
widespread.

Winter/Spring: Nearly all the 450+ records were from the west and north coast
areas, with the largest flocks recorded as follows: 40 at Paierra on 1 January,

91 at Rubha Mor on 28 January, 30 at Portnalong on 8 April and 50 at Sango Bay
on 20 June.

Breeding: Nesting birds were noted on Eilean nan Ron on 12 and 13 July.

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  The notable counts were 40 birds at Smoo Caves on
9 July, 28 at Sconser on 10 September and 100 at Inverpolly on 6 October. The
difficulties of identifying pure Rock Doves are shown by the presence of Feral
Pigeons with wild Rock Dove flocks on Eigg.

Stock Dove Columba oenas
Increasingly scarce breeder in Inner Moray Firth Basin; rare
elsewhere, but increasing in Easter Ross and SE Sutherland

Reporting rate

2
Jan Feb Mar  Apr May  Jun Jul Aug  Sep Oct Nov  Dec

1.5

% of complete lists

0.5

— Stock Dove - Highland - 2019 — Stock Dove - Highland - Historical

Reporting rate: %age each week of complete BirdTrack lists containing a report of Stock Dove
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Winter/Spring: Only 21 records in the whole year demonstrate how
increasingly scarce this species is in Highland. Most records received were of
single birds from the Inner Moray Firth, Easter Ross and Badenoch & Strathspey
areas. The highest count in thiperiod was of three birds near Tain on 30 April.

Breeding: No breeding records were received.

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  The maximum count was again only three birds, at
Alturlie on 23 August and at Hill of Fearn on 13 October.

Woodpigeon Columbapalumbus
Commonwidespread resident , mainly in east; locally common in
winter.

Winter/Spring /Summer : Although records were widespread throughout the
region, all the high counts came from the east of the areEhere were400 at

Mains of Garten on 14 January, 520 at Coulnakyle on 28 January, 600 at Raddery
on 10 February and 450 at Avoch on 17 Februarin the west, 21 were on Eigg

on 31 July.

Breeding: The first record of courtship was at Inverpolly on 5 March. Nesbuilding was
noted at Tain on 16 May and recently fledged young were noted at Tarbat Ness on 10
June. Late breeding records included nediuilding at Smithton on 10 September and a
nest with young at Carse of Ardersier on 2 October. The time span of breeding activity
indicated by these records contrasts with the obvious undereporting of proven
breeding, at only five sites.

Autumn/Winter : High counts for the latter part of the year included 100+ at
Advie on 19 September, 50+ at Aviemore on 29 November and 300+ at Loch
Alvie on 15 December. On 11 November 21 birds were noted on Eigg.

Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur
Scarce migrant and summer visitor.

Summer/Autumn : Two records of, presumably, the same bird, came from
Melness, Tongue on 16 May.

Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto
Commonwidespread resident , mainly in east but increasing in
north and west.

Winter/Spring: There were nearly 2000 records, with most reporting singles or
pairs. The core areas are still Aviemore, Carrbridge, Inverness, Ardersier and
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Easter Ross. The highest count was of 50 in Portmahomack on 31 January.
Records from the west and orth were mainly of single birds.

Breeding: Very few breeding records were received but two adults were with two
juveniles on Eigg on 7 June.

Summer/Autumn/Winter : The highest counts in this period were of 16 at
Carrbridge on 16 November, 20+ afrdersier on 23 November and 20 at Inver
on 22 December.

Water Rail Rallus aquaticus
Secretive, but widespread resident in suitable habitat.

Winter/Spring: The first birds noted were at Loch Suardal on 9 January and
Loch Evelix on 22 January but most records came during Apdlne and mostly
from Badenoch & Strathspey. Usuallynly one bird was seen or heard.

Summer/Breeding: Two birds were engaged in courtship at Bogach, Badenoch &
Strathspey on 27 May and on 12 June four birds were on the site. Juveniles were
recorded when one was photographed at Elgol on 11 August and two were trapped and
ringed at Castle Stuart on 27 Augusand 6 September, one of them so young it must
have been bred there.

Autumn/Winter:  Single birds were recorded in this period from Elgol, Ashaig,
Loch Suardal, Morefield near Ullapool, Balnakeil, Loch Flemington, Whiteness
and Loch Insh. Two adults wergrapped and ringed at Castle Stuart, on 3 and 7
September. An unusual record was of one on Rosemarkie Beach on 15
November.

Corncrake Crex crex
Locally scarce summer visitor & breeder in north and west; rare
elsewhere.

Spring: Only seven casual records were received. The first was on Skye on 29
April. This was followed by birds on Muck on 7 May, at Ardnamurchan on 28

May, another on Skye on 5 June, one at Durness on 16 June and two on Muck on
26 June.

Breeding: The number of calling males on Skye decreased from 17 in 2018 to 13.
Corncrake - 10-year summary of calling males at Durness 2010 z2019:

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Calling males 18 11 8 8 11 8 13 6 7 6

Summer/Autumn: No late summer or autumn records were received.
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Moorhen Gallinula chloropus
Locally common resident in east, but scarce in north and west.

Winter/Spring: Most records came from Inverness, Tain and Badenoch &
Strathspey areas. Eight birds were at Loch Flemington on 6 January and seven at
Tain on 3 March. The only records from the north or west came from the

Durness area, with nine birds there on 17 Februargnd 21 on 27 March.

Breeding: The first breeding record was of a chick at Drummond, Inverness on 4 June
and four young were seen there on 19 June. Five chicks were noted at Kincraig on 10
July. A second brood was recorded Drummond on 7 August and a prblasecond
brood at Beechwood, Inverness on 18 September.

Autumn/Winter: The largest groups seen were six birds at Loch Flemington on
19 September and six at Tain on 5 December.

Coot Fulica atra
Uncommon local breeder in east, but rare in west and absent from
north; locally common in Inner Moray Firth basin in some winters.

Winter/Spring: As with Moorhen, distribution was concentrated on lowland
water bodies in the vicinity of the Moray Firth, generally in low numbers, with
the exception of Loty Eye which held 150 birds on 6 January. No count
elsewhere approached this concentration, with eight at Alturlie pools on 18 April
being the highest. Balnakeil Marsh was the only site outwith the Moray Firth
where birds were reported, the maximum being tinee on 27 April.

Breeding: A crow was seen predating a nest on 19 April at Loch Kinellan. There were
two nests at Whiteness on 15 May and two pairs with five young each were there on 21
May. Breeding was confirmed at two further sites in the same area.

Autumn/Winter:  An unusual sghting of a bird in the Sound of Raasay on 20 July
was followed by a report of one at Isle Ornsay on Skye on 20 September.
Numbers at Loch Eye built from 93 on 3 October to 166 on 7 November.

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis
Widespread and increasing breeder in small numbers .

Winter/Spring/Summer: During the early part of the year most records were

of low numbers at widespread coastal sites or on lochs near the coast. Five birds
were present at The Mound on 3 January, six at the River Conéstuary on 6
January, 15 at Duimish on 19 January and 14 at Upper Loch Torridon on 31
January. Records from inland sites began to increase in March, with displaying
birds recorded at numerous sites in April.
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Breeding: Confirmed breeding recordscame from 10 sites, the earliest at Loch Ruthven
on 9 May. Late broods were noted at Avielochan and Bbarin Strathspeyon 3 and 7
September. A pair raised three young on Eigg, the first breeding record since 1963.

Autumn/Winter: Eleven birds on Loch Hion 8 August, 49 at Loch Kinellan on 8
September and 60 on Loch Eye on 18 September were the high counts for the
autumn/winter period.

Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisigena
Scarce winter visitor.

Autumn/Winter: There was only one record, of gingle bird at Embo on 1
December.

Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus
Has bred; scarce visitor, mainly in autumn and winter, but
summer records increasing.

Winter/Spring: A single bird was present in the Alturlie/Milton of Culloden
area,with six reports between 21 January and 16 April. Another was on Loch Eye
on 2 and 24 April and there were two there on 10 May

Autumn/Winter:  Another four reports of a bird in the Alturlie/Milton of
Culloden area between 20 November and 1Becember were the only autumn
records.

Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus
Scarce local breeder; common in winter, especially in Inner Moray
Firth.

Winter/Spring: The highest counts on the east coast were 53 birds off Dornoch
on 6 January and 23 in the Beauly Firth on 1 April. West coast counts were
generally much lower, but 12 at Loch Ewe on 28 January and 41 on Loch Linnhe
on 1 March were notable.

Breeding: Birds started returning to breeding lochs in early March and most were on
site by the first week of April. Breeding was reported from several lochs, including a
record of three chicks with four adults on Loch Ruthven on 13 August.
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Slavonian Grebe breedi ng productivity in Highland 2019:
Occupied lochs No. of pairs No. of young

N of Great Glen, Inverness District 5 5 5
S of Great Glen, Inverness District 6 17 8
Badenoch & Strathspey 1 1 2
Rossshire 2 3 0
TOTALS 14 26 15
All Scotland 14 26 15

Slavonian Grebe breeding productivity in Highland 2010 z2019:

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Breeding pairs 20 28 34 23 23 28 35 27 26 26
Young fledged 17 14 10 15 37 14 21 74 115
Young per pair 0.85 0.50 0.29 065 161 050 0.60 030 054 0.57

Autumn/Winter: The numbers in the Udale Bay/Cromarty Firth area rose from
22 on 19 September to 65+ on 15 October. There were also 42 off Golspe22
December.

Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus
Common breeder; abundant in Inner Moray Firth in winter, but
uncommon elsewhere.

Winter/Spring: As usual, the peak counts originated from the Moray Firth,
although birds were recorded at mostoastal areas, albeit in lower numbers
away from the core wintering range. Generally, the highest counts are recorded
in autumn but, unusually, a count of 1228 at Lentran on 5 January was the
largest of the year. That site held 409 on 11 February which wasirprisingly the
third highest count of the early half of the year, after 450 at Dornoch Point on 2
February. A count of 129 on 29 January at Tongue Bay was the maximum from
the north coast, whilst 83 at Loch Portree, Skye on 17 January was the peak in
the west. An early inland bird was seen near Grantowan-Spey on 10 February
and five days later a flock at Insh Marshes began to build up, with 41 there by the
19 February WeBS count. This was soon followed by other birds gathering at
Lochindorb, but it wasnot until 26 February that singles or low numbers of birds
were seen more widely at possible breeding locations near Tomatin and
Aviemore. By 2 March a flock of 113 was seen along the Spey near Dulnain
Bridge. On Eigg, breeding birds were noted arrivingiearly March.

Breeding: Breeding was noted across the recording area and, although only a small
number of records were confirmed, these included urban areas such as Inverness,
Dingwall and Tain, as well as rural areas in Badenoch & Strathspey, Rogarge ornoch
Firth and, in the north-west, at Altandhu in Wester Ross and Cape Wrath in Sutherland.
Island breeding was confirmed on Rum, Eilean Hoan and Eigg, where 11 pairs only
fledged a single chick. A similar situation prevailed on Handa, where a sindledgling

was observed, despite the three known nests having all been predated. Finally, a single
chick was ringed by the Shiants Auk Ringing Group on Fladaigh Chuain on 23 June.
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Number of Oystercatcher pairs breeding at Insh Marshes 2010 z2019:

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Pairs 34 37 41 * 42 37 42 34 40 41
* count not done due to extensive, prolonged flooding

Oystercatcher trapped in fishing line in April at Lochindorb ¢. Desmond Dugan

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  Birds departed their breeding grounds during July
and August. During autumn, numerous sites around the Moray Firth regularly
hosted counts of well over 10(irds, with 550 being the maximum at Whiteness
on 10 October. Elsewhere, 164 birds at Kentra Bay, Ardnamurchan on 1
September was the peak, closely followed by 160 recorded in Broadford Bay,
Skye on a couple of dates in late July.

Oystercatcher - Inner M oray Firth WeBS Counts 2019:

6 Jan 10 Feb 13 Oct 15 Dec
BrorazDornoch 537 402 641 496
Dornoch Firth 1304 997 641 954
East Ross Coast 66 83 105 144
Cromarty Firth 2069 1763 2481 1861
Beauly Firth 505 641 482 537
Inverness Firth 916 827 1338 1336
TOTALS 5397 4713 5688 5328
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Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta
Scarce migrant.

Spring: Three birds were present at the mouth of the River Conon from 192
April.

Lapwing Vanellus vanellus
Common but declining breeder in east, but scarce elsewhere;
locally common migrant, but can be uncommon in winter.

Winter/Spring: Although most early winter records were from coastal areas,
there were few sizeable flocks, with 120 at Udale Bay on 4 January being the
largest. Some birds could still be found inland, such as &t Dalchork on 3
January. On Skye, a flock of 45 birds was near to the south end of Loch
Harport on 19 January and a similar number near Balmore on 1 February. On the
north coast, a flock of 26 on the Kyle of Durness on 30 January was the peek.
several inland sites it was clear to see numbers build up to a peak in late
February/early March before decreasing as they dispersed to breeding grounds.
This was illustrated at Insh Marshes, where a WeBS count on 19 February
recorded 465 birds. Three days latethe largest count of the year from the
recording area was made when 520 birds were seen, yet by the subsequent
WeBS count on 24 March only 108 were recorded. The same pattern could be
seen near to Dulnain Bridge, where bird numbers peaked at 400 on 3 M#r, and
in Strath Dearn which hosted a maximum of 250 birds on 8 March. By April most
counts were in single figures, with birds settled back on breeding grounds.

Breeding: On Eigg, a maximum of 36 pairs bred, continuing the decline there, with the
first clutch of eggs being found on 26 April and several young seen subsequently. At Insh
Marshes, 70 pairs bred with an estimated productivity of 0.81. Over 50 incidental

records of confirmed breeding were received, many referring to the same areas
particularly in Badenoch & Strathspey. Elsewhere, breeding was confirmed on Rum,
Canna, at Lochindorb, Loch Eye, Balnakeil, Strath Brora and on the outskirts of Avoch
and Tain.

Number of Lapwing pairs breeding at Insh Marshes 2010 z2019:

2010 2011 2012 20132014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Pairs 59 45 61 * 61 57 58 59 77 70
* count not done due to extensive, prolonged flooding

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  During the summer monthsthere were numerous
records, presumably mostly of breeding birds, in the eastern part of the
recording area, but in the west records were much scarcer. No breeding was
confirmed on the west coast mainland other than at Balnakeil, although birds
were seen dsplaying at Achnahaird, Wester Ross on 9 May. Pdsteeding flocks
built up gradually from mid-June onwards, the first notable one a flock of 58 at
Insh Marshes on 17 June. Over on the islandsflock of at least 10 was on Muck
on 26 June and two days tar 25 were seen on Eiggivhere numbers peaked at
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65 on 19 August. By mieluly, flocks of over 100 were seen at Insh Marshes and
Cromdale and on 5 August 170 were at Loch Eye. By September, the emphasis
had shifted from inland to coastal sites around théloray Firth. On 3 September
170 were at Alturlie and the following day 130 were on the Beauly Firth. The
largest count recorded in this period was 300 birds at Nigg Bay on 16 October,
followed by 200 at Udale Bay on 5 November. Counts at other coastal sitgere
generally in single figures. A flock of 60 birds on Eigg on 16 December was
notable for its timing and location. During the 15 October WeBS count at Insh
Marshes 83 birds were still present, although counts there in subsequent months
unsurprisingly failed to locate any.

Lapwing - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2019:

6 Jan 10 Feb 13 Oct 15 Dec
BrorazDornoch 102 0 55 46
Dornoch Firth 305 40 134 152
Cromarty Firth 304 150 605 661
Beauly Firth 0 77 136 21
Inverness Firth 125 2 191 5
TOTALS 836 269 1121 885

Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria
Locally common breeder; locally common migrant and
uncommon winter visitor, mainly in east.

Winter/Spring: From the start of the year small flocks could be encountered on
coastal beaches and farmland as well as some lowland inland sites. Most flocks
were up to about 30 birds but a few larger ones were noted, with fields near
Tarbat Ness hosting over 100 on an almost daily basis and up to 500 on 7
February. Coastal sites ithe north and west also held small wintering flocks,
with 28 seen at Clashnessie, W Sutherland on 30 January, 104 at Loch Gairloch
on 1 February and first birds appeared on Rum three days later. From this point
onwards the coastal flocks began to diminisland the inland flocks increased,
with around 250 being seen along the Carr Road in Strathspey on 11 March,
whilst at Insh Marshes the flock peaked at 164 birds two days later. On Skye,
wintering birds were relatively scarce but, during spring, a flock o200 was at
Feorlig on 21 and 23 April, and on 22 April 98 were seen flying south past Neist
Point during a 4hour sea watch! Balnakeil numbers also peaked in late April
with 55 birds on the 27th. Despite their peak being in mieMarch, passage birds
could gill be found into May, with a flock of at least 18 seen on Eilean Hoan on
the 22nd. An extremely early bird was seen on breeding grounds on 4 January
near Ardgay, Easter Ross. Aside from this record it was from late February
onwards that birds began to apear regularly in the uplands, with three on the
23rd above Glen Loy and at least 10 were seen three days later at 945m altitude
on a summit above Newtonmore.

Breeding: There were 41 possible and probable breeding records received, ranging
across the upands of the entire recording area. Breeding was only confirmed at seven
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locations, the first involving a couple of nests found on Rum on 15 May. All the other
confirmed records occurred in June, with one from Sutherland and the others from the
Cairngorms @ Monadhliaths. In a surveyed area of Sallachy estate, Lairg there were at
least 80 territorial pairs, less than the 93 recorded in 2016 and 87 in 2017, but above
the 68 in 2018.

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  Throughout June most records occurred in areas of
suitable breeding habitat, although a small number of nebhreeding birds were
seen elsewhereincluding at Ardnish, Skye and Insh Marshes. It was late July and
early August before postbreeding birds began to reappear in lower ground, near
Boat of Garten on 23July and at Tarbat Ness on 10 August. Counts remained
generally in single figures until late Septembemwhen 20 were at Duirinish, Skye
on the 27th and 30 the following day at Whiteness. Flocks soon increased during
October, with 500 at Nigg Bay on the 1th, while at Tarbat Ness counts of 100
birds became common. On 3 November Loch Dunvegan produced a count of 53
and, although the Nigg flock appeared to have dispersed, the Tarbat Ness count
had increased to 220 birds by the end of the month. There were quisingly few
December records, suggesting many birds had moved on, with the largest count
100 at Invergordon, and the Tarbat Ness flock had reduced to just 25 at the end
of the year.

Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola
Uncommon migrant, mainly in autumn in east, but scarce in
winter.

Winter/Spring/Summer:  WeBS counts picked up a single bird on the Dornoch
Firth and two within the Cromarty Firth on 6 January. A total of five were in the
Dornoch Firth and four in the Cromarty Firth during the counton 10 February.
Aside from this, Dornoch Point was the only other location to report winter
records, with eight birds present on 2 February, and three remained on several
dates during April until mid-May. During June, two birds were reported from
Sango BayDurness on the 20th and a single bird was present on several dates at
Whiteness Bay, and again in late July.

Autumn/Winter: The first presumed returnees were two birds seen at Dornoch
Point on 23 August. The following day one was also seenV&hiteness, although
this may have been the summering bird. A single bird was at Udale Bay on 30
August and again in September, when on the 22nd one was seen at Firemore
near Poolewe. During October, records became much more frequent and
widespread, including some from the west, with two at Broadford Bay, Skye on
the 6th, one at Kentra Bay, Ardnamurchan on the 13th and one at Achnahaird on
the 21st. In the Moray Firth area, singles were recorded on several dates at Nigg
Bay, although eight there on 3 Octobewas a notable count. Two were at Alness
Point on the 11th. At Whiteness Bay, four were present on 11 October, three the
following day and a staggering 23 birds on the 13th, with two seen regularly into
late November. The peak count at Dornoch Point was blrds on 13 October,

with nine there on 16 November and one on 8 December, the only record for the
entire recording area in that month. The WeBS count total on 13 October was a
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remarkable 32 individuals, comprising two from the Dornoch Firth, an
impressive 21 from the Cromarty Firth, five from the Beauly Firth and four from
the Inverness Firth.

Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula

Widespread breeder on coast in small numbers, but scarcer
inland; locally common in Inner Moray Firth in autumn and
winter.

Winter/Spring: Found on all coastal areas, predominantly in low numbers
during winter, counts remained mostly in single figures and distribution fairly
static until mid-April when larger flocks began to congregate. Increases began
suddenly on 15 April with 100 at Broadford Bay, Skye. Two days later around 90
were at Dornoch Point and 52 at Whiteness the following day. The Broadford
Bay count peaked on 26 April at 120 birds, while passage on the east coast
seemed a bit later, with the Whiteness maximum of @r 100 on 15 May and 170
at Dornoch Point on 20 May.

Passage Ringed Plover in June at over 3000ft. on Drumochter pIateuCoIin Richards

Breeding: The first record of inland birds on potential breeding grounds was a pair

seen on 4 April in Wester Ross. Breeding was confirmed on Rum, with nests containing
eggs seen on a couple of dates in late May. A bird was seen at a nest near Glenelg on 21
May anddistraction displays were observed by birds on shingle beaches on Eilean Hoan
on 22 May. On Eigghe usual 1811 breeding pairs were again present, with the first full
clutch of eggs found on 8 April, and indications were that it was a reasonably sucdess
season with several chicks seen. Breeding was suspected at a couple of locations on
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Handa although never confirmedDespite being a relatively widespread and common
breeder in suitable habitat throughout the recording area, it was disappointing to
receive confirmed breeding records from only four locations.

Summer/Autumn/Winter: A late spring passage was suggested by the 110
birds still present at Dornoch Point on 1 June and byraotable flock of 21seen at
Galmisdale Bay, Eigg that same day. Up to Ridds were counted at Broadford
Bay and around the Whiteness area over the following week, but subsequent
records in June only involved singletons. Pogireeding flocks slowly began to
appear from 15 July, when the first 26 birds were seen at SallachanyBa
Lochaber. By early August, most records involved counts of at least 10 birds, but
the first sizeable flocks occurred on 23 August, with 100 at Broadford Bay and a
peak autumn count of about 200 at Whiteness. The Broadford Bay flock
continued to increaseuntil it also reached 200 on 27 August. After this date
counts returned to a similar distribution and size as at the start of the year, with
flocks of generally between 10 and 40 birds.

Ringed Plover - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2019:

6 Jan 10 Feb 13 Oct 15 Dec
BrorazDornoch 145 106 135 242
Dornoch Firth 16 28 75 69
East Ross Coast 0 11 33 20
Cromarty Firth 48 169 73 123
Beauly Firth 0 0 0 0
Inverness Firth 16 14 40 11
TOTALS 225 328 356 465

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius
Scarce passage visitor.

Spring/Summer: A single bird was found at Alturlie pools on 22 May.

Amazingly, a lone bird was also found at the same location on 31 JdlAugust.

#1 1 OEAAOEI ¢ OEEO EO I1TA 1T &£ (ECEI AT A0 AAOGO
the same bird, it is surprising that it was never seen during the intervening

period, so it is unlikely to have remained there, butould have migrated further

north and returned via the same site.

Dotterel Charadrius morinellus
Uncommon summer visitor & breeder in high upland habitat;
scarce elsewhere in spring and summer.

Spring/Summer: It was encouraging that the number of records increased this
year to 36 and also that they came from a wider selection of locations compared
with previous years. The distribution across the region was as follows: 22 from
various sites across the Cairngormssix from Wester Ross, two from Easter Ross,
five from Lochaber and a single bird on Skye on 9 May. The first record of the
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year was of three birds on 29 April on a Cairngorm site. The final record was of a
group of nine birds on 24 August at another Cailgorm site.

Breeding: There were seven records of confirmed breeding, with the first nest reported
on 4 June and the first young on 20 July. In total, eight juveniles were seen across three
different sites.

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus
Has bred; uncommon migrant but can be locally common.

Winter/Spring: There was one unusual record of two wintering birds at
Dundonnell, Little Loch Broom on 30 January. Spring passage began on 19 March
with another unusual record, from Grantownon-Spey where, given the timing
shortly after midnight, it was presumably heardcalling as it flew over. A bird was
then reported from Forsinard on 30 March, but it was not until early Aprikhat
coastal birds began to put in an appearance, starting with one at Brora on 7 April
and four at Dornoch Point the following day. By some wae largest flock of the
spring was reported from the recording boundary with Argyll, when a loose flock
of around 80 birds flew north up the sound of Mull from Oban to the Craignure
ferry on 27 April. The next highest count was of 34 birds at Balnakeil dnMay

and two days later 30 were at Feorlig, Skye. On the east coast, a count of 17 at
Dornoch Point on 21 April was the highest.

Autumn: There was no obvious gap between spring and autumn passage, as a
small number of birds were recorded at various locons throughout the
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summer. However, a bird flying in off the sea at Tarbat Ness on 1 July would
seem an appropriatesighting to begin the second half of the year. Throughout
July counts gradually increased, but jumped on the 24th to 29 at Broadford Bay
and 39 there the following day, when 40 were also seen flying past Chanonry
Point. On 28 July flocks of around 30 birds were again seen around Chanonry and
Whiteness, but almost a month of only single figure counts then followed. On 24
August 18 were at Whieness, whilst Broadford Bay hosted 12. The last of the
significant counts were 25 at Fort George on 27 August and 12 the following day
at Whiteness. For the next monthone or two birds were seen at a small number
of locations and Tarbat Ness held threeroseveral dates, with the last bird seen
there on 7 October. One bird was at Dalmore near Alness on 9 and 10 October,
and the final record of the year came on 27 October with three birds reported
from a beach near Morar.

Curlew Numenius arquata
Commonbut declining breeder; common winter visitor in Inner
Moray Firth, but uncommon elsewhere.

Winter/Spring: There were numerous records from the Moray Firth area at the
start of the year, with counts from the most popular roost sites regularly
surpassing 100 birds. Most locations recorded their peak numbers in early
February. The Dornoch Firth produced all oftie top counts on the 7th, with
Dornoch Beach holding 230 birds, Inver 205, Tain 200 and Loch Fleet 190. On
the north and west coasts birds were certainly present but counts were mostly in
single figures. Peak count on the north coast, by some way, was 6&ib at
Talmine, Tongue Bay on 29 January and, on the west, 35 at Clashnessie Bay on
the following day. The first inland birds were reported at Grantowron-Spey on
10 February and the next record came 10 days later when 11 were near to
Dulnain Bridge. Theeatfter, flocks built up at suitable inland sites prior to
breeding dispersal, with an impressive 159 birds at Broomhill Bridge on the
Spey on 8 March. None were recorded during the 19 February WeBS count at
Insh Marshes but 22 were present by the time ohie 23 March count.

Breeding: ! O )1 OE - AOOEAOR OEA 101 AAO T &£ AOAAAET ¢ b,
although this is still some way below the 103 pairs counted in 2014. On Eigg, two pairs

were known to have nested and one pair successfully fledgédo young which were

first seen on 23 June. Only 10 incidental records of confirmed breeding were submitted

and half related to Insh Marshes or the surrounding area.

Number of Curlew pairs breeding at Insh Marshes 2010 z2019:

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Pairs 63 59 79 * 103 94 95 99 72 83
* count not done due to extensive, prolonged flooding

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  Throughout June and most of Julgounts at coastal
locations and inland breeding grounds were mostly low. Exceptionally, Loch
Portree hosted 80 birds on 17 June and 21 July, substantially more than Udale
Bay, which had the next highest count of 43 on 21 June. On 26 July counts of 100
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at Udale Bay and 215 at Castle Stuart signalled the start of the pdsteeding
dispersal. Flocks increased at coastal locations, particularly in the east, peaking
at 290 at Castle Stuart on 23 September. After this, no more thréigure flocks
were reported, goart from one of 100 birds at Tarbat Ness on 6 November. Away
from the Moray Firth, Loch Portree continued to hold significant numbers for the
west, with 75 birds present on 17 November. The last inland record of the year
appeared to be from Insh Marshesm 11 October, in line with the WeBS results
there of just a lone bird on 1 October and none in subsequent months.

Curlew - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2019:

6 Jan 10 Feb 13 Oct 15 Dec
BrorazDornoch 236 82 619 328
Dornoch Firth 343 578 680 734
East Ross Coast 19 14 68 31
Cromarty Firth 764 803 1001 1102
Beauly Firth 257 220 198 169
Inverness Firth 418 490 942 813
TOTALS 2037 2187 3508 3177

Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica

Common migrant and winter visitor in  Inner Moray Firth, but
scarce in north and west; locally uncommon in Inner Moray Firth
In summer.

Winter/Spring: During January numbers were low everywhere compared with
the same period last year, with no sites holding more than 75 birds. However,
the first count from Dornoch Point was not until 2 February, when around 1000
birds were estimated, suggesting this was where many had been wintering.
Throughout the rest of February numbers were similar to those of Januarigut
some movement became apparent whearound 200 birds appeared in the
Whiteness area on 1 March. On 17 April around 100 birds were at nearby Fort
George, while 200 were at Dornoch Point. A count of 120 birds at Dornoch Point
on 1 June was the last sizeable count of the spring period. Althdugecords were
more common in the Moray Firth, birds were certainly present on the north and
west coasts, albeit in relatively low numbers, with maxima of 15 at the Kyle of
Tongue on 4 January and 18 at Portree Bay on both 17 January and 2 February.

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  Non-breeding birds remained in low numbers at a
handful of coastal locations throughout the summer, with regular records from
Whiteness, Embo, Dornoch, Udale Bay and Portree through June and the first half
of July. By the end of Julyt,was clear that birds were returning, with Whiteness

for example holding 36 birds on 13 July, 41 on the 19th, 82 birds on 28th and,
what was probably the same flock, over 150 at Fort George on 11 August.
Numbers at Dornoch Point had also increased to Dby 18 August and on 23
August passage peaked on Skye with 30 birds present at Broadford Bay. During
September numbers rose on the Cromarty Firth, with 200 at Nigg Bay on the

16th and over 100 on the 19th and 21st at Udale Bay. Around 250 were at
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Whiteness Bay on 26 September, which marked the peak of autumn passage at
this site, although Dornoch Point peaked a month later with around 350 birds on
29 October. During the last two months of the year numbers decreased, with
around 120 remaining at Dornoch athe end of November and around 100 at

Fort George in December. On Skye, 15 were at Loch Portree and 17 at Broadford
Bay during December. Surprisingly, there were no records from the north coast
during the second half of the year, more likely due to a lack coverage than
absence of birds.

Bar-tailed Godwit - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2019:

6 Jan 10 Feb 13 Oct 15 Dec
BrorazDornoch 62 10 59 62
Dornoch Firth 1179 612 253 460
Cromarty Firth 444 106 378 424
Beauly Firth 74 1 35 115
Inverness Firth 158 224 203 289
TOTALS 1917 953 928 1350

Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa
Uncommon but increasing migrant, scarce in winter, mainly in
east.

Winter/Spring: During the 6 January Inner Moray Firth WeBS count 55 birds
were recorded, comprising two in theBrora to Dornoch section, three in the
Dornoch Firth, 45 in the Beauly Firth and five in the Inverness Firth. This
compared with 73 recorded during the 10 February count, when 14 were in the
Cromarty Firth and 59 in the Beauly Firth. By 18 March, the BeauFirth flock
peaked at over 60 birds, reducing to around 45 on 22 and 24 April. There was a
significant passage on Skye on 21 April, with around 100 birds seen at Caroy.
Although a couple of reports from inland locations in May hinted at potential
breeding, birds were not seen subsequently suggesting they were likely to have
been on late passage.

Summer/Autumn/Winter: A small number of birds remained at coastal
locations throughout June, predominantly on the west coast, although two were
seen off Tain. Nmbers began building back up at coastal sites towards the end
of July, with an impressive 92 birds at Broadford Bay, Skye on 22 July. Munlochy
Bay on the Black Isle produced the first notable autumn east coast tally with 37
birds on 16 August. Other signitant counts included 14 at Back of Keppoch,
Arisaig on 18 August, 25 at Whiteness on 23 August, 12 at Udale Bay on 1
September and a flooded field close to Inverness Airport held birds on several
dates through autumn, peaking at 25 on 6 September. A staging 133 birds

were seen on the Beauly Firth on 9 September, a number which declined before
the wintering population built up again to around 80 on 16 October. Udale Bay
also held a wintering flock, with a maximum of 30 birds seen on 12 November. A
singlebird in Insh Marshes for the first five days of September was the only
record significantly inland during autumn, although birds were also sound
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recorded flying over Nethy Bridge in the early hours of 3 September. On Eigg,
there were three records, all flom the Kildonan area and all during August, a
single bird on the 19th, three birds on the 21st and another single bird the
following week. During the Moray Firth WeBS counts, one was on the Dornoch
Firth on 13 October and on the same date 22 were on thednarty Firth. During
the 15 December count nine were on the Cromarty Firth, 40 on the Beauly Firth
and 10 on the Inverness Firth.

Turnstone Arenaria interpres
Locally common winter visitor and migrant in Inner Moray Firth,
scarcer elsewhere.

Winter/Spring: During the winter period records were received from various
coastal locations and, although the majority were from the Moray Firth, a
substantial number were also reported from the north and west coasts. The
average count during January anéebruary was ofsix birds per record, but this
more than doubled during March, with Balintore hosting the largest flock of the
spring with 43 birds on the 20th, closely followed by 35 at Chanonry on the 26th.
The following month all counts were in single figures, with the exception of 15
birds at Embo on 1 April and a high tide roost of at least 27 birds at Fort George
on 17 April. Throughout May most records were of just one or two birds, but a
count of 29 at Tarbat Ness on the 13th was unseasonably high.

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  During Junejust five records were received, one
bird at Dornoch Point on the 1st andthe following day, two at Fort George. On
19 June two were seen at Ardmair Point near Ullapool and three days later two
at Dunrobin Castle near Golspie. On the last day of the morliere was a record
from the mouth of Loch Fleet. There were no records from the first half of July
but by the latter half it became apparent that birds were returning, with flocks of
14 at Fort George on the 26th and 12 at Balintore the following day. Feks
continued to become more common and build up during August, with 42 at
Dornoch Links on the 12th and 40 at Kilmalieu on Loch Linnhe four days later.
September totals were similar to those of August, but the two counts of the year
were made on 18 Augustwith 55 birds at Balintore and 50 at Loch Ainort, Skye.
During the final two months of the yearboth the east and west coasts reported
regular flocks of up to 20 birds, with maximum counts of 31 at Dornoch Point on
27 November and 32 at Broadford Bay o7 December.

Turnstone - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2019:

6 Jan 10 Feb 13 Oct 15 Dec
BrorazDornoch 5 16 0 41
Dornoch Firth 5 15 0 14
East Ross Coast 20 12 6 23
Cromarty Firth 43 16 11 5
Inverness Firth 24 52 61 55
TOTALS 97 111 78 138
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Knot Calidris canutus
Common migrant and winter visitor in Inner Moray Firth, scarce
elsewhere.

Winter/Spring: Flocks of varying sizes were seen within the Moray Firth area,
from just one or two birds to several hundred. A flock of 550 was at Nigg Bay on
6 January and 250 were at Dornoch Point on 2 February. Over 600 were counted
at Inver Bay on the Dornoch Firth on 10 February and a week later a similar
number was seen at Seafield, Inverness. During MarctO0 were seen at Fort
George and Whiteness on the 1st andn the 5th, over 300 were still at Seafield.
On 13 April the largest flock of the year, 800, was seen at Fort George, but
subsequent records referred to much reduced flock sizes, of 40 or feweirds, as
spring migration came to a close. A flock of 34, most likely neoreeders, at
Dornoch Point on 18 May was the last spring record. The only records away from
the Moray Firth during this period were one from the rather unusual location of
Kinlochleven on 22 February and others of a singleton at Broadford Bay, Skye on
three dates between 22 April and 9 May.

Reporting rate
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Summer/Autumn/Winter: A flock of 70 nonbreeding birds was at Dornoch
Point on 1 June, and on 15 and 17 June flocks of 35 and 25 respectively were at
Tarbat Ness. These sites also reported lower numbers later in the month but the
only other site to report birds was Whitenesswith two in the bay on the 20th.

The first July record was from Rum, with two birds present on the 12th which
would suggest the start of return passage, especially as the following day two
more were recorded, also on the west coast on Loch Ewe. On 28 Rroadford
Bay saw a notable passage totalling 61 birds and on 11 August a record of 70

81



from Strathy Point was a noteworthy north coast record. Dornoch Point was the
first location to hit a three-figure count, with 100 birds present on 18 August,

and jud three days later Tain boasted a count of 500. Most other sites continued
to host much lower numbers, but a flock of 35 at Loch Portree was a notable
count for this location. On 10 September 200 were at Tarbat Ness and two days
later a site near Invergordn recorded the same number. Counts of 450 were
recorded at Udale Bay on 19 September and at Castle Stuart Bay four days later,
whilst Seafield, Inverness peaked at 250 birds on 29 September. The most
notable countin October was 300 birds at Nigg Bay anaround 400 at
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was higher than usual, as shown in the graph. The year finished with a count of
500 at Inver on the Dornoch Firth on 22 December, although perhaps just as
notable was the presence of a bird on several dates through the month at Loch
Portree and another at Broadford Bay on 30 December.

Knot - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2019:

6 Jan 10 Feb 13 Oct 15 Dec
BrorazDornoch 60 0 150 32
Dornoch Firth 1100 965 565 270
Cromarty Firth 2050 300 1347 1191
Beauly Firth 180 0 0 500
Inverness Firth 179 96 546 497
TOTALS 3569 1361 2608 2490

Ruff Calidris pugnax
Has bred; has wintered, but usually scarce passage migrant,
mainly in Inner Moray Firth.

Spring/Summer: There was one spring record of a bird at Ardtornish, Morvern
on 7 May and summer records of, interestingly, one on 8 June on an inland site in
Lochabe and one in Broadford Bay on 26 August.

Autumn: One bird was at Easter Dalel, Dalcross from 27 September and
another at Alturlie pools on 1 October.

Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea
Scarce passage migrant, mainly in Inner Moray Firth.

Spring: There was a single spring recorgof a bird at Slaggan Bay, Mellon
Charles, Wester Ross on 30 May.

Autumn: Three birds were found during autumn passage, the first at Alturlie

Point on 23 August. On 9 October a bird was found between Fort Georgelan
Whiteness and one was at Udale Bay on 18 October.
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Sanderling Calidris alba
Uncommon but increasing migrant and winter visitor.

Winter/Spring: Relatively few records were received, nearly all of them
involving small flocks on the east coast. In January, 40 at Brora on the 6th and 30
at Golspie on the 22nd were the highest counts. During the 6 January WeBS
count 75 were recorded, all in the Brorao Dornoch section. This section held
106 birds in the 10 February count, with an additional 19 in the Dornoch Firth
and 11 in the Inverness Firth. The most notable record in February was a report
from Kinlochleven on the west coast on the 22nd. During Meh, the only records
were from the Fort GeorgeWhiteness area, where the highest count was 23 on
the 18th. In the following month passage clearly got underway with 156 counted
at Brora on 3 April. Migrating flocks continued through May, with 230 birds at
Dornoch Point on the 18th and 220 still present there on 1 June. On the west
coast, single birds were seen at Durness on 5 May, Broadford Bay on 8 May,
Ardnamurchan on 13 May and Gairloch on 30 May. On 23 May 20 birds were
seen off Skye on the Uipochmaddy Ferry. Alsg during May and early June,
several records were received from Rum, which peaked at 11 birds on 31 May.

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  Aside from the previously mentioned records early
in June from Dornoch and Rum, the remainder of June and firstlihaf July
produced only a handful of records, all from various sites on the west coast.
Three birds at Fort George on 16 July probably signalled the first of the returning
birds, with 20 at nearby Whiteness three days later. Meanwhij@n the west

coast rumbers were also building up at Broadford Bay, with counts rising to 23
on 27 July. Flock counts continued to increase during August, with at least 117
birds at Whiteness on the 28th and 45 at Dornoch Point on the 30th. On the same
day, at least 25 were onRum andon the next day 44 were at Broadford Bay.
Throughout September counts were generally lower, all under 20 birds with the
exception of a whopping 300 at Whiteness on the 28th. Although numbers
thereafter decreased at Whiteness, it still held an im@ssive 150 on 14 October.
Meanwhile, three birds at Balnakeil on 8 October was the final record of the year
for both north and west coasts. WeBS counts recorded 30 on the Brora to
Dornoch section and six in the Inverness Firth during the 13 October count,
whilst on 15 December 126 were in the Brora to Dornoch section and 103 on the
Dornoch Firth. Two other large flocks noted were 110 at Coul Links on 14
November and 120 at Dornoch Point on 17 December.

Dunlin Calidris alpina
Fairly common breeder in uplands; common migrant and winter
visitor to Inner Moray Firth, but uncommon in north and west.

Winter/Spring: The year began with some high counts recorded around the
Moray Firth. On 6 January 500 were at Lentran on the Beauly Firth, which also
held thesame number on 11 February. On 24 January 550 were counted at
Castle Stuart and the peak count for the first half of the year was 625 at Dornoch
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Point on 7 February, when 215 were also seen at Inver. Numbers began to
decrease after this, with 300 birds orll March at Whiteness being the highest
count that month. There were fewer records and reduced counts during April,
the highest count being 100 at Broadford Bay, Skye on the 22nd. This picture
continued into May, with Broadford Bay again producing the marium count,
160 on the 17th, although two days earlier Whiteness hosted 150 birds.

Breeding: An adult seen doing a distraction display at a montane site in Lochaber in
mid-July was the only record of confirmed breeding. There were two records of
probable breeding, one from the southwest Monadhliath and another from the central
Cairngorms, although a number of other inland records also probably related to nesting
attempts. In a surveyed area of Sallachy estate, Lairg there were at least 62 territorial
pairs, just below the 65 recorded in 2016 and 73 in 2017, but higher than the 47 in
2018.

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  June counts were almost always in single figures,

the exceptions being at Dornoch Point, with around 90 birds on the 1st and 11 at
the end of the month. July began with few records and low counts until the 21st,
when 30 were seen at Udale Bay. Numbers Btoadford Bay fluctuated from 230
on the 24th, down to 150 next day, but on the following day back up to 260! On
27 July 120 birds were at Dornoch Point and 85 at Whiteness on the 28th, but a
count of 19 at Kilchoan, Ardnamurchan on 30 July was notable fesv records

come from this area. During August, lower counts were made at the same
familiar sites across the region until the end of the month, when Whiteness held
around 100 birds on the 23rd and Broadford Bay produced 200 on the 27th.
Counts continued todecline in September, with maxima of 70 at Broadford Bay
on the 14th, 120 at Nigg Bay on the 16th and 61 at Whiteness on the 26th. During
October, the most significant counts were 100+ at a location on the Beauly Firth
on a couple of dates and 75+ at Whehess. November saw numbers increase

with over 500 at Udale Bay on the 12th, over 180 at Alturlie on the 20th and
around 100 at Whiteness on a couple of dates. The year finished with over 200 at
Udale Bay on 2 December the only significant count, the neéxghest being 30 at
Embo on Christmas Day.

Dunlin - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2019:

6 Jan 10 Feb 13 Oct 15 Dec
BrorazDornoch 170 10 0 112
Dornoch Firth 1100 490 316 152
Cromarty Firth 1292 1085 226 881
Beauly Firth 550 500 46 71
Inverness Firth 1134 536 102 790
TOTALS 4246 2621 690 2006
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Purple Sandpiper Calidris maritima
Has bred; scarce passage migrant and localised winter visitor to
Inner Moray Firth, scarce in north and west.

Winter/Spring: Around 50 records were received from 19 different sites.
Balintore regularly produced double-figure counts, with 51 on 8 March the
highest for the year. Not far behingdon 20 Januarywas a count of 45 birds at
Embo. On the west coast, a count of 30 at Point of Sleat, the southernmost tip of
Skye, on 12 May was the peak. Other notable recsrwere eight birds at Mallaig
on 29 January and five at Camas Chil Mhalieu, Loch Linnhe on 17 March. The
final records of spring were of four birds at Tarbat Ness on 18 May and, three
days later, three at Oronsay, Skye.

Autumn/Winter: The number of recads received was similar to that of the first
half of the year but from only nine different locations. An unexpectedly early
returning bird was at Tarbat Ness on 8 July, more than a month before the next
bird was seenalsoat Tarbat Ness on 27 August. Ovéhe following weeks
numbers gradually increased at this site, but the first record from elsewhere was
a bird at Embo on 21 September. In the west, the first birds located were three at
Neist Point, Skye on 2 October. The maximum counts from the later paf the

year were of 50 birds at Tarbat Ness on 27 Novembgdbllowed by 42 at

Balintore three days later. The maximum count away from the east coast was of
16 at Neist Point on 12 December.

Purple Sandpiper - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2019:

6 Jan 10 Feb 13 Oct 15 Dec
BrorazDornoch 24 59 0 48
Dornoch Firth 4 0 0 0
Easter Ross rocky shore 39 47 0 40
Cromarty Firth 0 0 0 0
TOTALS 67 106 0 88

Little Stint Calidris minuta
Scarce passage migrant, mainly in Inner Moray Firth.

Summer/Autumn : There were five records, all involving single birds. The first
sighting was on 24 July at Broadford Bay, followed by a bird at Tarbat Ness the
next day and another at Dornoch Point on 27 and 28 July. A month later, on 28
August,Broadford Bay produced its second record and the final one was from
Whiteness Bay on 11 September.
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Buff-breasted Sandpiper Calidris subruficollis
Vagrant.

Winter/Spring: A juvenile bird was found at Achnahaird, Wester Ross on 1
October and was seen daily up to and including 3 Octobé&ee article on page
203.)

Woodcock Scolopax rusticola
Uncommon and declining breeder; widespread migrant and
winter visitor, especially in west, but under -recorded.

Winter/Spring: Most winter records involved single birds and the timings of
sightings suggest they were stumbled upon at daytime roosts. Although records
were common and widespread, highest counts for this period we mainly made

in the west. Six birds were seen on 2 January along the north side of Loch Arkaig,
Lochaber, six on 16 January at Palascaig near Kyle of Lochalsh and five at
Kylerhea, Skye on 20 January. On 13 February one observer reported four
feeding les than two metres away after dark at Acharacle Pier, Loch Shiel. There
were fewer records through March and April.

Breeding: The first report of a roding bird was from near Insh Marshes on 26 Margh
but, sadly, other such records were scarce and only from Grantowsn-Spey, Loch
Pityoulish, Tulloch in Abernethy, Torbreck in Strath Fleet, Faichem near Invergarry,
Eigg, Kilchoan on Ardnamurchan and Hill of Fortrose. The last site also subsequently
reported the only confirmed breeding record for the regionwith three young birds
which could barely fly seen with two adults on 29 August.
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Autumn/Winter: After only a single September record, birds were more widely
reported during October but still with no signs of any real arrival until the end of
the month, as shown in the reporting rate graph. At least four were seen on the
30th on Rum. On 6 November 22 were coundealong a stretch of road at

Kylerhea at dusk and, on the 13th, 19 were flushed along a roadside on Eigg
whilst, on the 19th, eight were flushed during a walk at Kilmarie, Skye. The
highest count of the year was 30 at Brahan estate near Conon Bridge on 30
November. Numbers decreased in December, although at least 10 were still seen
in the evening of the 23rd on Rum and back at Brahan estate seven were counted
on the 28th.

Jack SnipeLimnocryptes minimus
Scarce migrant and winter visitor. Probably very under -recorded.

Winter/Spring: There were 15 records throughout the first half of the year, the
majority from the west and all but one involving single birds. On 2 January a bird
was seen at two nearby locations on Skye, Broadford Bay and Ardnish. The next
record was also of a singleibd at Ardnish, this time on 10 February. Two birds
were seen at Balnakeil on 17 February and another was at Portree on 28
February. A record was received from Insh Marshes on 7 March, a bird was on
Eigg on the 14th andon 17 March one was at Broadford Another Skye record

on 27 March was from the north end of the island at Hungladder. During April, a
bird was once again reported at Ardnish on the 6th and one was seen at Uileann
on Morvern the following day. On the 11th one was seen at Alturlie andn the
24th, the pools at Tarbat Ness produced another east coast record. The final
spring records were on 27 April, again at Broadford and also at Durness.

Autumn/Winter: The first record was on 4 October, with a bird seen at Sheigra
in north-west Sutherland This was followed by one at Tarbat Ness on 16
October and four days later, a bird was at Brora River mouth. On Eigg, there
were four records all in October, with a bird at Kildonan on the 7th, 14th and
24th, and also on the 14th one at lower Sgurr. Indvember, a bird was at
Redpoint, Wester Ross on the 1st and, on the 14th, one was at Drumguish, Insh
Marshes, where a bird was also seen on 10 and 13 December. The year finished
with a bit of a flurry of records. At least three birds were seen on Rum on 23
December On the 28th one was at Heathmount near Tain, the following day one
was at Loch Evelix next to the Dornoch Firth and, on the 30th, one was at
Harrapool on Skye. In addition, it is worth noting that, at Skelbo near Dornoch,
five birds were caughtand ringed between 4 and 24 November, and another one
on 30 December, demonstrating how underecorded this species is in Highland.
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Snipe Gallinago gallinago
Common breeder; locally common migrant and winter visitor.

Winter/Spring: Reports were widespread and common throughout the entire
recording area, apparently more so in the west despite the smaller number of
observers there. Also, the maximum counts all came from the west. On 17
February 31 were recorded at Balnakeil, while Skg/boasted 14 birds at Satran at
the head of Loch Harport on 31 January and, on 21 April, 20 in the vicinity of
Balmore peninsula. The highest count away from the west was of six birds on 31
March near to Fort George. Throughout the winter most records wergom the
coast, although low numbers were still recorded well inland, but it was not until
early April that there was any real evidence of movement inland.

Breeding: It was encouraging to note that records of displaying and singing males in
suitable habitat were widespread. The earliest was perhaps a little premature on 27
February on Rum, as it was exactly a month before the next one, also on Rum, and the
earliest away from Rum was on 11 April at Ardnish, Skye. The first inland records of
drumming birds were on 17 April, when one was near Loch Ashie and another in
Glencarron. The last record of a singing male was from Eilan han Ron on 28 July. The
sound of drumming was reported as a common soundtrack to life on Handa Island
throughout the early breeding season, although no attempt was made to monitor the
number of birds, and chicks were seen on 13 June and on other dates in July and August.
Breeding was confirmed at oty four other locations, the earliest a nest containing
young at Insh Marshes on 15 May and the latest a nest containing eggs on Eilean nan
Ron on 14 July.

Number of Snipe males singing/displaying at Insh Marshes 2010 z2019:

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Males singing 122 82 155 * 175 177 186 168 130 147
* count not done due to extensive, prolonged flooding

Autumn/Winter: Birds continued to be commonly reported from many suitable
inland breeding locations until October, during which time inland records
decreased and coastal records increasedtl@ough seven birds were seen at Insh
Marshes on 3 November. Numbers had generally been low but this changed
towards the end of the year, wien 10 birds were counted at Redpoint, Wester

Ross on 1 November, 24 at Udale Bay on 13 November and at least 25 on Rum on
23 December. Throughout the year birds were noted only because they were
flushed by various other species, including Shostared Owl,Hen Harrier and

Marsh Harrier!

Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus
Rare passage migrant.

Winter/Spring: A bird was found at Dornoch Point on 28 June and was present
for three days, proving a popular bird during high tides throughout its residency.
This represents the second record for Highland, following one on the Kyle of
Tongue in July 2015(See article o page 210.)
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Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus
Rare passage migrant; has bred.

Winter/Spring: A female was present on a pool in a field at Insh Marshes on 11
June and was subsequently seen by several people throughout the remainder of
that day.

-~

Grey Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius
Scarce migrant and winter visitor.

Autumn: There was only one record this year and it was a rather bizarre one
involving a bird on 10 and 11 October at Borgie in north Sutherland. It was
feeding on a track adjacent to the River Bgie, over 5km inland from the coast!

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos
Common breeder, but absent in winter.

Spring: The first bird of the year was recorded on 8 April at Spey Dam, with the
second two days later in Strathspey. Records from the west coast soon followed,
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with birds on 11 April at Loch Long near Kyle and on the Isle of Canna. The first
site with more than one bird recorded was Loch Aline, Morvern, unsurprisingly

in the extreme southwest of the recording area, on 13 April. After this, records
soon became common and widespread from rivers and lochs throughout the
recording area, with an obvious big arrival eound 19 April. On 25 April seven
were counted at the Mound, Loch Fleet and the same number at Heaste, Skye on
29 April. Given the timing, these presumably involved newly arrived birds prior

to dispersal to breeding sites.

Breeding: It was encouraging that there were well over 100 records of birds showing
possible or probable signs of breeding and there were 20 records of confirmed breeding,
most of which were from different locations. The majority were from Badenoch &
Strathspey and Invernessshire, although breeding was also confirmed in Glen Nevis and
Wester Ross. Perhaps the most comprehensive data set came from Biggere about 30
pairs were recorded around the shoreline and another pair was at an inland loch.
Subsequently several fledged or neafledged young were seen.

Number of Common Sandpiper pairs breeding at Insh Marshes 2010 z2019:

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Pairs 13 11 13 * 12 16 18 14 914
* count not done due to extensive, prolonged flooding

Summer/Autumn: Birds were widely reported and common at breeding sites
throughout the recording area during the summer months. The first signs of
returning birds were noted in early July, with a presumed failed breeder at
Clachnaharry, Inverness on 7 July and four thetevo days later. Throughout July
more and more were seen at coastal locations away from known breeding sites,
although generally in low numbers. Although still common at the start of August,
particularly at coastal sites, the number of records decreasedithugh the month
and nearly all the birds had departed by the end. Despite this, a notable count of
Six passage birds was made at the Longman, Inverness on 28 August. Only five
records were received in September, in each case involving individuals, at Tain
and Broadford on the 2nd, at Lochindorb on the 13th and 18th, and at
Invergordon, also on the 18th.

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus
Rare breeder; scarce passage migrant.

Breeding: Three adults were noted in an area of suitable breeding habitat within the
Cairngorm National Park on 28 April and 1 May. Subsequentkingle birds were

recorded at the same location on 10 and 25 May, and 1 JuAgphotograph of a newly
hatched brood ofthree, taken in Cairngorm National Park, was aired on the SpringWatch
programme and details were submitted to RBBP. Breeding pairs were found at two
other locations.

Summer/Autumn: Autumn passage began with one bird at Munlochy Bay on 2
July. Two birds wee at Dornoch on 25 July angdn 31 Julyone was on Muck.
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Redshank Tringa totanus
Uncommon breeder; common migrant and winter visitor in Inner
Moray Firth, but uncommon elsewhere.

Winter/Spring: As usual all of the large counts originated from the Moray Firth
area, with several sites hosting over 100 birds, some on several occasions. These
sites included the Beauly Firth, Seafield, Milton of Culloden, Castle Stuart,
Munlochy Bay, Udale Bay, Inver and TairAn impressive 300 birds were at
Dornoch on 7 February but the highest count of the spring was 365 birds at
Redcastle, Beauly Firth on 31 March. Away from the east, there was one three
figure count, of 150 at the Balmore area of Skye on 21 April. This was
uncharacteristically high, considering the next highest west coast record was 17
birds at Loch Portree on 17 JanuanAlthough none were recorded on January
and February WeBS counts at Insh Marshes, the first inland bird was noted there
on 17 March, risirg to three onthe 20th, with 14 on the 24 March WeBS count.

Breeding: There were disappointingly few breeding records, with less than 25 records
of possible or probable breeding received, many relating to the same few sites, Insh
Marshes and a nearby sitat Kingussie, Lochindorb, Ballinlaggan near Carrbridge, a site
near Achnasheen, Loch Shin and Ardnish, Skye. Breeding was confirmed at only two
sites, Ballinlaggan, where a nest with young was found on 25 May, and Kentra on
Ardnamurchan, where a bird wasseen doing a distraction display on 10 June.

Number of Redshank pairs breeding at Insh Marshes 2010 z2019:

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Pairs 66 52 85 * 81 102 83 4775 76
* count not done due to extensive, prolonged flooding

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  Throughout June all counts were low from both
inland breeding sites and coastal sites hosting nehreeding birds. From July

failed breeders began to boost coastal counts, with 44 at Broadford Bay on the
2nd and 28 at Clachnaharry on the 7th. A flock of 2& Kildonan Bay, Eigg on 22
July had been brought down by heavy mist, but was still a noteworthy count
away from the east coast. Numbers increased throughout the month, rising to 83
at Udale Bay on the 19th, 120 at Broadford Bay on the 22madhd the same

number at Golspie on 29 July. By 23 July the count at Broadford Bay had dropped
to 52, and 40 by 9 August, suggesting the west coast passage had peaked. Good
numbers continued to be widely reported at eastern coastal sites throughout
August although, with the exception of Tain hosting 150 birds on 21 August,
counts were generally lower than in July. Coastal roosts built up during
September, with 250 birds at Balintraid Pier near Invergordon on 12 September
and 108 the same day at Seafield, Inverness, the Etincreasing to 170 five days
later. Likewise, Udale Bay had 180 birds present on 16 September, but on the
27th a whopping 500+ were counted. With around 200 at Dingwall on the 26th,
late September was clearly a peak passage period for birds in the countfyhe

final three months of the year saw numbers generally decrease at most locations
and counts of three figures or more were not recorded other than at Seafield and
Udale Bay, which maintained counts of over 100 birds.
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Redshank - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2019:
6 Jan 10 Feb 13 Oct15 Dec

BrorazDornoch 105 80 196 289
Dornoch Firth 604 566 777 609
East Ross Coast 17 13 8 20
Cromarty Firth 1390 1020 1745 1086
Beauly Firth 327 208 160 409
Inverness Firth 529 604 1285 1143
TOTALS 2972 2491 4171 3556

Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola
Rare breeder; scarce passage migrant.

Spring/Summer: In total 29 casual records were received, the first from two
different sites on 1 May, the final one on 2 July. There was a good geographical
spread of records as follows: nine from NW Sutherland, one from central
Sutherland, eight from Wester Ross, ninfom Badenoch & Strathspey and two
from Lochaber.

Breeding: Breeding wasrecorded at a total of 21 sites in Scotland in 20195 of which
were in Highland and the remaining six in Caithnes$n Highland, there was one
probable pair at the longstanding Lochaber site. Two traditional sites in Rosshire
submitted nine and one pairs respectively. A new site held one possible pair. Three of
four regular Badenoch & Strathspey sites held one possible pair eaghd the fourth held
up to four singing birds. One new site was recorded in Sutherland, with two confirmed
DAEOO8 /1A 1T £ 3skahddg sitds Aefd ©ne prbbaiie anditwo ossible
pairs and a more recently discoveregbut now regular, site heldtwo probable pairs and
one possible. One site first discovered in 2016 held two probable pairs and another held
one. Close to thenorth coast a small enclave seems to be establishing, this year with
three sites (one of which is new) holding a total of thee confirmed pairs and one
possible. The final Sutherland site held two probable pairs.

Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus
Scarce migrant, usually in autumn,

Winter/Spring: A bird was reported in a Redshank roost on the Dornoch Firth
between Ardgay and Bonar Bridge on 10 January. This is the same area where
one was present during autumn 2018. A smart adult in breeding plumage was
present at the Mound, Loch Fleet on 24 April.
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Greenshank Tringa nebularia
Locally common breeder in suitable upland habitat; regular
migrant in small numbers but scarce in winter.

Winter/Spring: Small numbers were present, usually in sheltered tidal bays, on
the west coast and there was also a handful of records from suitable locations on
the east coast. There were very few records from the north coast, although more
likely due to lack of observes than birds. Most records involved single birds,
although groups of two or three were not uncommon, more so from March
onwards. Nine birds were noted during the 6 January Moray Firth WeBS count,
all within the Dornoch Firth section, and the same sectioheld three birds

during the 10 February count, whilst the Beauly Firth also hosted a single. Six at
Loch Aline, Morvern on 3 March was the first larger count of spring, and during
late March and much of April there were several records of at least four lis
present on Rum, sometimes split across a couple of locatigms all from Loch
Scresort. A good passage day seemed to be 4 April, when six were at Ardnish,
Skye while eight were just across the water on the mainland at Loch Kishorn.
The largest count from the east came on 24 April, with six seen at the Mound,
Loch Fleet, and on 1 May five at Skerray was a welcome record for the north
coast. The first inland birdwas recorded on 6 April.

Breeding: Interestingly, there were about twice as many breeding records submitted

for this species as for Redshank and likely many of the incidental records of inland birds
during the summer months also related to locally breedig birds. There were 33

possible, 13 probable and three confirmed breeding records, with distraction display
seen on two occasions and young seen on the other. Breeding records were far more
common in the west of the region, with all but two originating fran Lochaber, Skye&
Lochalsh, Wester Ross and both west and north Sutherland. The other two were both in
Badenoch.The last inland breeding record was on 14 July. In a surveyed area of Sallachy
estate, Lairg there were 22 territorial pairs, similar to the mmbers in 2016-2018.

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  Aside from breeding birds, a small number was
occasionally seen throughout the summer months, at a select number of coastal
sites, nearly all on the west coast. Numbers began to build up there from late
June, wih Loch Portree being the most popular site, starting with five birds on

17 June and building up to a peak of 16 on 21 July. Other notable counts were
nine birds at Broadford Bay on 17 July and eight off Skibo Castle on the Dornoch
Firth on 14 July. Six wee at Inverscaddle Bay, Loch Linnhe on 6 August, seven at
Loch Aline, Morvern on 28 August and nine at Loch Moidart on 7 September. A
count of 15 at Udale Bay on 19 September was surprisingly high for the east
coast, while eight at Kentra Bay on 23 Septemband again on 13 October
conformed more with the usual pattern. Throughout the last few months of the
year, most counts originated from the west coast and mostly related to just one
or two individuals, although Kentra Bay continued to host six birds until 3
December. Inner Moray Firth WeBS counts produced one bird on the Brora to
Dornoch section and 12 on the Brnoch Firth on 13 October, whilst on 15
December six were counted on the Dornoch Firth and one on the Inverness Firth.
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Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla
Common but local coastal breeder; common migrant but scarce in
mid -winter and rare inland.

Winter/Spring: Small numbers up to a maximum of 20 were noted at Tarbat
Ness in January and February. In the west, 100 were at Neist Point, Skye in-mid
February. March saw 50 off Rum, 100 off Whiteness Head and a much larger
concentration of 460 at TarbatNess on the 30th. By 16 April numbers there had
increased to over 1000 and, in the west, 100 were recorded at Corran Ferry on
27 April. In mid-May 300 were noted off Handa and 150 at Elgol, Skye.

Breeding: On Handa, breeding productivity was noted at 0.8hicks per nest.

Kittiwake breeding productivity in study plots at North Sutor 2010 z2019:

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
No. of AON 95 95 119 163 251 275 262 279 24235
Young pernest 0.9 0.0* 0.65 0.8 0.6 0.3 051 0785 0.08*
* Great Blackbacked Gulls were observed predating nests

Kittiwake breeding productivity on Canna 2010 z2019:

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
No. of AON 960 1002 1083 820 935 1141 1166 1260 1060 1457
Youngpernest 0.8 0.7 1.1 0.5 Not 09 1.0 0.8 0.9 0.5
in study colonies known

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  Regular high autumn counts in the east included
2000 at both Tarbat Ness and Whiteness Head during September. Fdigure
counts at Tarbat Ness continued through October and early November, with a
maximum of 2750 on 20 October. In the west, 200 were noteat Neist Point in
October and 100 were logged at Ardnamurchan in November.

3AAET A Xdna sabini |
Scarce migrant.

Summer/Autumn: A single adult was recorded from the Uigd.ochmaddy ferry

on 16 June. In the autumn, an unaged individual was noted from the same ferry
on 14 September. Two days later a juvenile was seen west of Priest Island. The
final record was of an unaged individuahear Kinlochbervie on 2 October. The
four records this year fall slightly below the annual average of 6.5 records over
the past 10 years. There are no longer records from the nedefunct Whale
Watching Cruises that, in the past, have supplied 50% of recardior this species.
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Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus

Common but rapidly declining breeder now restricted mainly to
Badenoch & Strathspey and Inverness District; common winter
visitor in Inner Moray Firth and becoming commoner elsewhere.

Winter/Spring: During January and February, widespread reports from coastal
areas were generally of small numbers. Larger concentrations included 300 at
Gairloch, 350 at Kishorn and 65 at Dundonnell. In the east, several counts of 70
stemmed from the Inverness area. March produced several counts of 200 from
the Badenoch & Strathspey area and from Inverness Airport. During April, larger
counts included five in excess of 400 from Badenoch & Strathspey, with 400+ at
Lynchat on the 27th, and a singl count of 400 from Udale Bay. Counts from more
remote locations included 20 near Drumochter summit and a similar number at
Balnakeil.

Breeding: Records of breeding attempts, without detail, came from three locations in
Strathspey, not including Insh Marshes, and from Loch Ashie.

Pairs of Black -headed Gull breeding at Insh Marshes 2010 z2019:

Year 220 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 20172018 2019
Pairs 471 253 342 * 182 130 24 23 20 20
“count not done due to extensive, prolonged flooding

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  There were200 at Insh Marshes in late September.
Counts in excess of00 were noted at five locations around the periphery of the
Black Isle between September and November. The largest count of 480 was
recorded in the Melvaig area on 19 September. Counts at Portree peaked at 300
on 24 November.

Little Gull Hydrocoloeus minutus
Scarce but increasing visitor from autumn to spring.

Winter/Spring: All but one of the 17 records from January to May came from
Brora. The majority were unaged. However, two firstvinters were noted on 12
February, an adult with twosecondyear birds on 23 March and two adults with
a juvenile on 21 April. The largest count was of 12 on 14 March. A single adult
was noted at Tarbat Ness on 1 April.

Summer/Autumn: There were again 17 records in the period from midAugust

to the end of December. The majority were once again in the Brora area. Multiple
counts there included three on 3 October, two on 6 October and two or three
there in late October. There were highaunts of 11 on 2 November and 12 on 8
December. The final record involved two on 29 December. Although Brora is
undoubtedly one of the best watched coastal sites in Highland, it is remarkable
that, for some unknown reason, it is the only location to hostittle Gulls

regularly. Elsewhere, a juvenile was noted at Udale Bay on 29 September and, in
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the west, singles were at Arisaig on 24 August and at Broadford Bay on two dates
in October.

Little Gull in March at Brora c¢. Dean MacAskill

Mediterranean Gull Ichthyaetusmelanocephalus
Passagevisitor.

Winter/Spring : An adult was at Loch Kishorn in midJdanuary. An unaged bird
was noted at Broadford Bay at the end of January. A firgtinter was reported
near Laide in early April and essecondyear bird was off Raasay on 22 April.

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  An unaged individual was noted at Loch Fleet in
mid-July. A firstwinter was at Loch Portree on 13 and 17 November. Although
these records are not as numerous as those for 2042017, theydo reinforce the
overall increase in records in the past 11 years, with hotspots around the south
of Skye and the Brora area.

Common Gull Larus canus
Common and widespread breeder; common winter visitor |,
especially to Inner Moray Firth .

Winter/Spring: The first three months of the year produced counts in excess of
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100 from 15 mostly coastal locations, spanning Balnakeil to Skye and from
Easter Ross to the Inner Moray Firth. The largest concentration was 300 at
Broadford Bay in January. High counts in April were of 300 at both Stoer Point
and Dava Moor.

Breeding: Breeding attempts were noted at over 20 locations, all but four of which were
inland sites, but no significant definitive results were recorded.

Autu mn/Winter: Numbers built from September with 500 at Castle Stuart, 800
near Invergordon and over 200 at Loch Portree. In Novembgenumbers at Loch
Portree increased to 3000 and to 2000 at Tarbat Ness. During December, there
were reports of 2500 on the Blak Isle on 2 December and on 18 December 3500
at Loch Portree.

Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus
Common breeder; uncommon far inland , but regularly found in
Strathspey.

Winter/Spring : January records from widespread areas included highs of 20 at
Tarbat Ness and Abernethy, with slightly smaller numbers recorded on Skye. A
larger count of 57 was made at Fort William at the end of the month. The annual
count by RAFQOS, at 32 coastal locations from Bettyhill to Gairloch, included
records of double figues from 12 areas. During March, there were counts of 30
at Udale Bay, 28 at Kilmory, Rum and an impressive 112 at Loch Portree.

Breeding: On Handa eight pairs raised 18 chicks to near fledging age. Attempted
breeding was noted at eight other locations buno counts were submitted.

Great Black-backed Gull breeding productivity on Canna 2010 z2019:

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
No. of AOT 18 17 18 15 16 18 17 186 18
Young per AOT1.6 1.0 2.2 0.7 0.9 0.9 1.3 14 0.5 0.8

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  In the east, 45 were recorded at Udale Bay and 100
at Ardersier during September. In early November 100 were at That Ness and,
in December, 20 at Aviemore.

Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus
Scarce winter visitor; rare in summer.

Winter/Spring/Summer: A single juvenile was at Portree on several dates from
3 January into February. In the east, a juvenile was aarbat Ness on two days in
February and an unaged bird was noted at Dingwall on 1 April. A further unaged
bird was noted at Ullapool and a firstsummer was at Fort William during April.
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Unaged individuals were recorded at Reiff in Sutherland imid-May andat
Dingwall in mid-June.

Autumn/Winter:  Singleswere reported from Skye on 13 and 24 October and
from Ullapool on 13 December. In the east, a single was logged at Brora on 2
November and 26 December.

Iceland Gull Larus glaucoides
Scarce winter visitor; rare in summer.

Winter/Spring/Summer : During January, there were single records from Loch
Ailort on the 8th, Mallaig on the 10th, Brora and Kishorn on the 20th and Loch
Eriboll on the 30th. March records involved individuals present for several ays

at Milovaig, Skye and at Ullapool. During April, there were reports of individuals
from Loch Ailort, Mallaig, Gruinard Bay, Kinlochbervie and Brora. A single was at
Balnakeil on 10 May and a thirdyear bird was present at Milovaig from 9 Jund
July.

Autumn/Winter: Two were in the Brora, Tarbat Ness and Embo area in mid
October and early November. In the northwest, there were November records
from Loch Eriboll and Durness. One or two were present in the south of Skye on
three days at the end of Novelmer and on nine dates from &7 December. A
single was at Brora on 26 December.

Herring Gull Larus argentatus
Common breeder around coasts; commonly encountered inland.

Winter/Spring: Between January and March, there were records of 100 or more
birds from 25 locations. Ten were on the north and west coasts from Bettyhill to
Loch Linnhe, seven were from the Inner Moray Firth and eight from Badenoch &
Strathspey. The largest count was 300at Loch Coultrie in early February.

Breeding: There were no substantive breeding records. A dreadful breeding season was
reported from Eigg.

Breeding productivity of Herring Gulls nesting on Canna 2010 z2019:

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
No. of AOT 70 63 3B 95 75 85 96 97 63 109
All-island estimate 1.8 2.1 1.61.6 0.7 0.7 0.9 1221 14
of chicks per nest

Autumn/Winter:  An impressive early count of 2000 was made at Tarbat Ness at
the end of August. Three locations around the Inner Moray Firth produced

counts in excess of 400 during September. A bumper count of 5000 was made at
Tarbat Ness on 2 November. In the west, 908ere noted at Loch Linnhe and 250
at Mallaig in October. On Skye, 115 were at Portree in midecember.
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Yellow -legged Gull Larus michahellis
Vagrant.

Winter/Spring/Autumn/Winter ~ : An adult was noted at Milovaig, Skye on 4
March, only the thirdrecord for Highland, all this century. The same individual
was reported again at this location on 16 dates between 16 June and 25
December.

Yellow -legged Gull in March at Milovaig, Skye c. Andy Stables

Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus
Uncommon local breeder; uncommon spring and autumn
migrant ; scarce in winter.

Winter/Spring. In January, singles were recorded at Duisky in Lochaber on the
5th, Tarbat Ness on the 12th and Durness on thé@t. During February, there
were reports of singles from three other locations in the west and two in
Badenoch & Strathspey. Far more numerougports in March stemmed from
Skerray in the north to Loch Insh in the south, with the highest count being of 12
on Rum. During both April and May, there were 30 or more records of small
numbers from widespread locations across the region. Higher countsctuded
nine at Uig and 33 at Duirinish, Skye.

Breeding: Records of breeding, without detail, were submitted from 12 widespread
locations.
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Number of Lesser Black -backed Gulls breeding on Canna 2010 z2019:
2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
No.of AOT 11 10 10 11 9 13 13 8 7 9

Reporting rate

12,5
Jan Feb Mar  Apr May  Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov  Dec

10

75

% of complete lists

25

— Lesser Black-backed Gull - Highland - 2019
— Lesser Black-backed Gull - Highland - Historical

Reporting rate: %age each week of BirdTrack lists with a report of Lesser Blatlacked Gull

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  The 100+ records in this period were essentially of
small numbers across the region. Ten were noted at Broomhill, Strathspey and
Drynoch, Skre in August, with a similar number at Loch Pityoulish in September.
Records dwindled from October to a single record from Lochcarron on 20
December. Overall, the reported numbers in this period were less than in the
past five years, as confirmed in theaporting rate graph.

Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis
Has bred; common summer visitor and migrant in Inner Moray
Firth but scarce elsewhere.

Spring/Summer: The earliest record was of a single at Brora on 21 March.
Singlefigure numbers were also at Balnakeil, Keoldale and Loch Fleet in the last
days of March. April saw more frequent reports of increasing numbers,
particularly from the Moray Firth coast, with 15 logged at Chanonry Point on the
4th, 46 at Dornoch on the 8th, 71 there on the 17th and 100 at Skelbo on the
22nd. In the north, 12 were at Balnakeil on the 27th. The earliest Skye record
was of three at Broadford Bay on the 22nd. Diminishing concerdtions were
noted during May.
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Breeding: There were no substantive breeding records. Up to 12 juveniles were noted
at Balintore during July. In the northwest, 45 birds were at Durness on 1 June but
without any indication of breeding taking place.

Summer/Autumn: On 11 July, 17 recorded at Broadford Bay was the highest
count there since 2006. Increasing concentrations were noted from the end of
July, with 35 at Whiteness Head, 75 at Tarbat Ness and 230 at Coul Links. The
maximum count was 410 at Whieness Head on 28 August, with 70 at Chanonry
Point on 2 September. The latest sightings in the west were from Broadford Bay
and Rum on 23 September and in the east from Tarbat Ness on 5 October.

Little Tern Sternula albifrons
Scarcesummer visitor & breeder in Inner Moray Firth; rare
elsewhere.

Spring/Summer/Autumn:  There were reports of up to 12 birds from four
locations in the Moray Firth area from 13 Mayl0 August. Two or three were
noted at Broadford Bay between 8L0 October.

Breeding: Successful breeding occurred at only one of the occupied Moray Firth sites,
with five pairs producing five young, a very small number but the best productivity in
the last 10 years.

Monitored Little Tern breeding success in Inner  Moray Firth 2010 z2019:
2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

No. of pairs 13 11 7 8 5 0 11 13 16 8
No. of sites 3 2 1 2 1 0 4 3 3 4
No. young fledged 3 0 0 2 0 O 3 2 0 5

Young fledged 23 000 0.00 0.29 0.00 0.00 0.27 0.15 0.00 0.65
per pair

Common Tern Sterna hirundo
Common but recently declining breeder, now rare inland;
common summer visitor and migrant around coasts.

Spring: The first arrivals were recorded in the east, with nine at Whiteness Head
on 18 April and 46 at Fort George three days later. In the nortivest, four were

at Balnakeil on 27 April. During May, there were widespread reports from the
east, west and north casts, with records also from the Findhorn valley,
Badenoch & Strathspey, Skye and Rum.

Breeding: Breeding attempts were noted in eight locations in the west buwithout
detail.
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Common Tern breeding success in Inner Moray Firth  2010z2019:

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Estimated no. pairs 278 289 322 354 584 603 601 511 627 533
Occupied sites 3 3 3 5 5 6 3 5 6 6
Young fledged 375 258 262 204 456 456 528 321 733 487
Young per pair 1.35 112 0.81 0.580.78 0.76 0.88 0.63 1.17 0.91

Again, the majority of young fledged came from the Avoch rafts, 292, and Invergordon
port, 149.

Summer/Autumn: Counts of up to 421 were made at Whiteness Head on 19
July. On 25 August, 40 were noted at Broadford and 60 were at Dornoch in mid
September. The last record was of a single at Balintore on 11 October.

Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea
Common but declining breeder; locally common summer visitor
and migrant.

Spring/Summer: The earliest record was of three at Dornoch on 17 April
Records came from Durness, Skye and Tongue in the following week. Records
were more widespread during May butmainly from the west, with 100 noted at
Aultbea and 50 at Mellon Charles.

Breeding: Attempted breeding was reported on Rum and from seven other west coast
locations, without detail. On Handa there were no breeding attempts. In early July 219
chicks wereringed at Fladaigh Chuain from 334 nests.

Arctic Tern breeding success in Inner Moray Firth 2010 z2019:

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
No. of pairs 393 299 80 341 341 184 203 329 196 291
No. of sites 5 5 3 3 4 5 6 7 2 7
No. young fledged 197  91* 0 90 15 56 64 162 72 185
Young fledged 05 03 00 0.26 0.0403 0.3 049 0.37 0.64
per pair
* A minimum of 70 young fledged at Dalchalm and 21 at Portgower.

Summer/Autumn: In mid-July 80 were noted at Staffin Island, with 30 at
Broadford Bay on 23 August. Visible migration was recorded at Tarbat Ness on
30 August with 150 heading south. The last record was from Tarbat Ness on 20
October.

Black Tern Chlidonias niger
Rare migrant.

Summer: A first-year bird was noted at Brora on 4 August. A juvenile was at
Whiteness Head on 1 September and a further firgtear at Dornoch Point on 16
September.
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Great Skua Stercorariusskua
Uncommon but increasing local breeder in north and west;
regular migrant in small numbers , mainly in autumn.

Winter/ Spring: The first three records related to singles off Skye on 25, 27 and
30 March. The first east coast record was of a single at Tarbat Ness on 17 April.
More numerous records, of small numbers, in the latter half of April included 10
at Staffin on the 26th ad two in the north-west at Balnakeil on the following

day. A similar pattern, with small numbers, continued through May.

Breeding: The most detailed records of breeding again came from Handa where 99
monitored pairs fledged 40 chicks. At least 10 individals, previously colourringed on
Handa, bred, with the two oldest having benringed in 2004. One individual ringed in

2014 also bred successfully. On Canna, 13 pairs averaged 0.8 chicks per nest. On Eigg, a
single pair raised two young. At Cape Wrath, 18 individuals were noted in early June but
there were no breeding records.

Summer/Autumn: In July, 20 were noted near Achnahaird, with a similar
number at Eilean nan Ron in the same month. In mieptember 32 were
recorded at Strathy Point. At Brora, 12 were present in early November and
individuals were seen until 26 December.

Pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus
Uncommon migrant, mainly in autumn in Inner Moray Firth; rare
In winter.

Winter/Spring: Single adults were present at Tarbat Ness on 15 April and 8
May.

Summer/Autumn : An unaged bird was reported off north Skye imid-July.
More regular reports commenced in early September with singles at Broadford
and Balnakeil. Five were recorded at Strathy Point in the middle of the month
and there were several reports of up to three from the Inner Moray Firth. Eight
were noted df Embo in early October, with records also from both Tarbat Ness
and Uig in this month. November records were concentrated in the Inner Moray
Firth, with 12 off Embo and several sightings of up to five off Chanonry Point.
The last record was of a singlefoDornoch on 27 November.

Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus
Scarce local breeder in north and west; regular migrant in small
numbers, mainly in autumn.

Spring: Two records from diagonally opposite corners of the region were of
singles at Tarbat Ness and Balnakeil on 27 April, and a single was off Neist Point,
Skye on the following day. These dates follow the general pattern of early
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sightings over the past 10 yars. The 30 records in May, of up to four individuals,
stemmed mainly from the west, but five were from Tarbat Ness.

Arctic Skua in May at Balnakeil c. Peter Stronach

Breeding: There were records of attempted breeding at Cape Wrath and Stoeoint. On
Handa 19 nests were recorded, an increase from 15 in 2018, and 21 chicks fledged.
Amongst the successful breeders were three individuals ringed on Handa in 2009 and
two ringed there in 2012.

Summer/Autumn: Ten were logged at Neist Point, Skye in miduly, increasing
to 20 there in early August. During August and September there were numerous
records from, primarily, the Moray Firth Basin and the west coast. An impressive
count of 105 was made dfMoll, Skyein four hours on 4 September. In the north,
33 were noted at Strathy Point in midSeptember. In early October 11 were
recorded at both Embo and Lothbeg. Four were off Chanonry Point on 3
November and the last record was of two there on 5 November.

Long-tailed Skua Stercorarius longicaudus
Scarce migrant, mainly in autumn on north coast and in Inner
Moray Firth.

Spring/Summer: Three were logged from the Uig.ochmaddy ferry on 19 May
and a single adult was in the Sound of Raasay during the following week.

Autumn: A further ferry -based sighting occurred on 26 August when three were
recorded between Ullapool and Stornoway. A sgle was at Strathy Point on 15
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September. Two firstyear birds were off Tarbat Ness on 19 September. These
records are sparse but in line with theSpring/Summer and Autumn averages of
two and three respectively over the last 10 years, discounting the 1000+ birds
recorded in May 2013, an unprecedented and presumably weathénfluenced
occurrence.

Little Auk Alle alle
Scarce, but occasionally common, migrant and winter visitor.

Winter/Spring: The sole report was of a single at Ullapool on 30 January

Autumn/Winter: A single was noted at Lothbeg Point on 6 October. Further
singles were recorded at Brora and Chanonry Point on 2 and 3 November. Six
were off Embo on 4 November and three were noted at Chanonry Point on the
following day.

Guillemot Uria aalge
Breeding colonies mostly on north and west coasts; common
offshore but less so in winter.

Winter/Spring: Small numbers were recorded at widespread coastal locations
in January and February. Reports in late March indicated a moderate builgh of
numbers at Tarbat Ness and Durness. On 1 April 150 were logged at Stoer Point
and regularly reported numbers at Tarkat Ness increased to 500 by the end of
April and 2000 by 9 May. On Skye, 140 were noted at Neist Point on 20 May.

Breeding: The study plots on Canna held 602 eggs or chicks, the highest count since
2008. On Handa, 2125 individuals were recorded in theQlstudy plots, a slight increase
over the 2018 count. However, this figure remains well below counts of 3500 at the
beginning of this century. Monitored productivity per nest was 0.77, a slight decrease
from 2018. There were reports, without detail, of breding at Eilean nan Ron and
Cromarty.

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  Larger concentrations included 1000 at Cape Wrath
on 9 June, 2500 at Tarbat Ness on 1 October, 400 at Broadford Bay on 19 October
and 100 at Ardnamurchan on 6 November.

Razorbill Alca torda
Breeding colonies mostly on north and west coasts; common
offshore but less so in winter.

Winter/Spring: Single figure counts in January came from the Inner Moray
Firth, Tarbat Ness, Rum and Eriboll. During February and March, numbers
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increased, with highs of 400+ at Tarbat Ness, 50 at Whiteness Head, 20+ off Rum
and 20 at Duirinish, Skye. Apftisaw large counts of 1500 at Duirinish and 500 at
Tarbat Ness, rising there to 1000 in early May. An akland count on Handa

during June indicated 8207 individuals, a significant increase from the last

similar count, 5407, made in 2014 but, more signifantly, less than the 2001

count of 16000+.

Breeding: On Handa, 374 individuals were recorded within the 10 study plots, a slight
increase from the 325 count of 2018. On Canna, 425 nests with eggs or chicks were
recorded, a 25% increase on the 2018 fige. The largest count made in these plots was
520 in 1985.

Razorbill breeding productivity at North Sutor 2010  z2019:
2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Youngperegg 068. 0.6 0.75 05 0.7 0.7 0.2 0.2 0.5 0.4

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  In Junel000 were noted at Cape Wrath, but there
were no records of breeding. In midJuly 400 were present at Loch Portree. At
Tarbat Ness regular counts peaked with 200in late September. Records of
small numbers continued to the end of the year, predominantly from theast.

Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle
Breeds in small numbers round most of north and west coast;
scarce offshore away from breeding areas, mainly in winter.

Winter/Spring: Many records of small numbers indicated the widespread
distribution on west and north coasts, with lesser populations in the east,
primarily in the Inner Moray Firth. More significant counts included 17 at
Kenmore in January, 53 at two locations in Lochiinhe in early March, 30 at
Duirinish in mid-March and 20 at Ardnamurchan in April. In the east, 14 were
recorded from Brora in early April.

Breeding: There were records of attempted breeding from eight locationgut without
note of success.

Summer/Au tumn/Winter: Counts at Tarbat Ness peaked at 25 in early
September. In the west, 20 were noted in Loch Linnhe in early August. On Skye,
15 were at Broadford in September and 14 at Loch Ainort in November. The last
record was of three at Chanonry Point in Bcember.

Puffin Fratercula arctica
Locally common breeder; uncommon away from breeding areas
and scarce in winter.

Winter/Spring: First records commenced on 18 April. On Skye, 120 were logged
at Kylerhea on the 21st, followed by an impressive count of 683 in a fodmour
seawatch at Neist Point the next day. At the end of the month 300 were noted at
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Loch Snizort. These figures indida a concentrated arrival pattern in the latter
part of April. On 23 May 500 were noted from the Uijrochmaddy ferry. East
coast records were of sparse numbers in the Inner Moray Firth.

Breeding: On Handa, a prdaying count noted 205 individuals, a figure well below the
700+ in a similar count in 2001. The peak number of adults noted was 558 on 25 July.

Summer/Autumn/Winter : On 9 June 50 were at Cape Wrath and a major count
of 1735 was recordedat Canna on 26 June. On 13 July 130 were recorded at
Eilean nan Ron and 58 were at Strathy Point in early August. None of these four
records indicated breeding success. Small numbers were reported from east and
west coasts until early November.

Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata
Uncommon breeder; locally common offshore, especially in
autumn.

Winter/Spring:  The 500 records from January to May indicated widespread
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Chanonry Point on the 7th. Counts of this magnitude continued from Tarbat Ness

to the end of March. Nearby, 43 were off Dornoch on 12 April. Large counts for

the west included eight at Loch Ainort and six at Loch Ewe during January.

There were nine at Lah Uig, Moidart in April. Inland records, initially from

Badenoch & Strathspey, commenced in milflarch and two birds were noted at

Loch Morlich on 22 April. In the north, eight were noted at Tongue at the end of

April.

Breeding: Breeding activity was reported from 17 locationsbut with little detail.
Young were reported on Handa on 10 July and at Ardmair 10 days later.

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  Amongst the larger counts from the widely
distributed coastal records in September wereight at Moll, Skye and 12 at both
Strathy Point and Rum. During November, 15 were recorded at Embo and 35 at
Chanonry Point, where 20 were still present on 31 December.

Black-throated Diver Gavia arctica
Uncommon breeder in north and west; locally common offshore,
especially on west coast.

Winter/Spring: RAFOS recorded the presence of this species in all the 20
locations they visited, from Loch Eriboll to Loch Kishorn, on five days in late
January. The higher counts were of 36 off Rubha Mand 19 at both Loch Eriboll
and Ullapool. The average count was seven. Other recorders noted large counts
of 20 at Loch Slapin during January and 15 at Lusa in early March. In the east,
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small numbers were in the Inner Moray Firth from late February and omland
lochs from early March.

Breeding/Summer: There were 26 reports of attempted breeding, but with only four
indicating the presence of young.

Autumn/Winter: Larger counts began with 15 at Gruinard Bay in late
September. On Skye, 25 were at Kilmaria mid-October, dwindling to 14 there
in mid-November. Six were at Little Gruinard during December. In the east,
individuals were noted in the Inner Moray Firth until November.

Great Northern Diver Gavia immer
Has bred; locally common offshore, especially on west coast, but
scarce in summetr.

Winter/Spring: The 580 records in this period were predominantly from the

north and west coasts, from Rum to Tongue. During January, high counts
included 44 at Loch Ewe on the 28th and 31 at Gruiné Bay on the 29th. In the
north, 21 were noted at Balnakeil on 17 February. March saw higher counts of 61
at Lusa, Skye and 58 in Loch Linnhe. Regular counts at Gruinard Bay peaked with
60 in mid-April. In the east, there were records of small numbers frm Chanonry
Point, Cromarty, Tarbat Ness and Embo. These records are similar to those of the
past five years.

Summer: There were sparse records, predominantly from the west, of up to four
individuals.

Autumn/Winter: Larger assemblies were noted from November, with 80 at Red
Point and 12 at Lusa. During December, 21 were noted at Laide on the 20th and
there were single figure records in the east from Embo and Tarbat Ness.

White -billed Diver Gavia adamsii
Scarce migrant and winter visitor.

Winter/Spring: The sole record was of a single at Loch Inchard on 27 January.

Storm Petrel Hydrobates pelagicus
Locally common breeder in north and west; uncommon migrant
elsewhere.

Spring/Summer/Autumn/Winter: Birds were noted at Eilean Hoan on 22 May
and Fladaidh Chuain on 23 June. Seven further records, of up to four birds,
stemmed from ferries in the Minch in the period 23 May to 28 June. In the east, a
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single was at Brora on 24uhe. Eight ringing exercises on Eilean nan Ron peaked
with a catch of 400 in July. In July, further exercises at Duntulm, Skye ringed 98
individuals. On 26 August, 34 were reported on one crossing on the Ullapeol
Stornoway ferry.

Breeding: The breeding ppulation on Priest Island is monitored using two methodg

mark-recapture and taperesponse. In 2019, the fiveyearly tape-response survey was

undertaken. The taperesponse method measures adult attendance in the burrows

during the incubation periodinJd U AT A EO OEA O £#£ZEAEA1 6 301 O O
Monitoring on Priest Island by this method takes a team of fieldworkers 10 days to

complete and thanks go to all those who volunteered to make this survey possible. The

survey found there to be 4640 AO$ small increase on the last survey done in 2014.

Storm Petrels on RSPB Priest Island
(Apparently Occupied Sites)
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Leach's Petrel Oceanodroma leucorhoa
Scarce migrant offshore (rare inland), mainly in autumn.

Summer/Autumn: Singles were noted from the Uig.ochmaddy ferry and at
Loch Ainort, Skye on 14 September, with a further single at Strathy Point on the
following day.

Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis
Common breeder; common offshore, but uncommon in late
autumn and winter .

Winter/Spring: The first records of the year came from Durness where about
20 were recorded on 7 and 13 January. High counts in the northest during
January included 102 on Neave Island on the 25th, 52 at Melvich on the 2&tid
39 at Faraid Head on the 29th. At NeigRoint, Skyea report of 500 on 19
February was followed by further counts of 200250 during March, April and
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May. On 3 April 350 were recorded at Brora. There were many records at Tarbat
Ness starting on 21 January, including a maximum count of 30 on 2prA and a
blue-phase bird sighted on 19 May.

Breeding: The downward trend on Handa continued with a total of 135 AOS producing
57 chicks, although a productivity of 0.42 represents a slight increase on last year. A
survey of Eilean Trodday on 23 June tmd 29 AON on the east side of the island.
Confirmed breeding records also came from Neist Point, Canna and Stoer in the west
and Cape Wrath, Smoo Cave, Eilean Hoan and Eilean nan Ron on the north Sutherland
coast. The study plot at North Sutor had 23 AQHIl of which failed again.

Fulmar breeding productivity in study plots at North Sutor 2010  z2019:
2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Young per AOS 0.090.08 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.18 0.05 0.080 00.0

Fulmar breeding productivity on Canna 2010 Zz2019:

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Number of AOS 327 291 222 179 184 174 192 180 151 127
Young per AOS 0.420.46 ®7 0.37 0.23 044 0.40 0.20 0.20 0.10

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  Records continued to come from Tarbat Ness,
through to 4 October, with a maximum count of 100+ on 5 September. Other high
counts during this period were of 200 at Duirinish, Skye on 24 June, 100+ off
Handa on 18 July and 70 past Stoer during albur seawatch on 10 September.
The final two records of the year came from Brora, with 12 on 2 November and
six on 26 December.

Sooty Shearwater Ardenna grisea
Uncommon (but occasionally numerous) offshore in late summer
and autumn, rare in spring.

Winter/Spring: One was reported from the Armadale to Mallaig ferry on 26
May.

Summer/Autumn: One seen off Neist Point on 12 June was followed by more
records around the coast from Skye to the Moray Firth, mostly of one or two
birds, but including high counts of 56 and 26 off Strathy Point on 15 September
and 10 October respectively. The final records of the year were of two birds at
Brora on 2 November and one at Chanonry Point the following day.
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Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus

Locally common breeder in west on the Small Isles, with Rum
holding the largest colony in the world; common offshore but rare
in winter.

Spring/Summer: The first sighting of returning birds was of two on the sea off
Kildonan Point, Eigy on 28 March. The first high count came from Ardnamurchan
Point, with an estimated 1000 reported on 20 April. This site and the Small Isles
area produced several counts of up to 3000 birds through to the middle of
August. These were all dwarfed by the emmous rafts estimated at 12000

15000 birds which stretched along the east coast of Eigg on 29 July. In the east,
47 were counted off Embo on 23 April and 37 off Brora on 24 June. There were
regular records from Tarbat Ness from 6 April, with a maximum courof about
100 on 8 July.

Breeding: Birds were first heard at the Cleadale breeding colony on Eigg on 25 March
and good numbers were reported there in late April and early May.

Autumn: Numbers fell away rapidly during late August. The highest count for
autumn came from Strathy Point on the north coast, where 50+ were reported
on 1 September. Most subsequent sightings were in the east, with many single
figure records from Tarbat Ness duing September. The final records of the year
were of three off Brora on 2 Novembernd a single bird at Chanonry Point on
the following day.

Balearic Shearwater Puffinus mauretanicus
Very scarce autumn migrant.

Autumn: A record of one at Faraid Head, Balnakeil on 15 September was
followed by another off Embo six days later.

Gannet Morus bassanus
Generally common offshore, but scarce in winter.

Winter/Spring/Summer:  Birds were recorded throughout the period, starting
on the first day of the year with 22 at Tarbat Ness. This site had the majority of
records, with several triple-figure counts from early April onwards, notably 500+
on 3 April and 400+ on 9 May. In the wst, high counts came from Stoer with 50
on 1 April, Sandwood Bay with 45 four days later and Neist Point with 150 on 16
May and 100+ on 21 June.

Autumn/Winter: High counts in the west during the period were of 108 from
the Mallaig-Rum ferry on 4 Septembeg 72 off Stoer six days later and around 475
at Rubha Mhill Glaise in northwest Sutherland on 2 October. Early September
saw large numbers of birds in the Moray Firth, with some high counts including
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3000 at Whiteness Head on the 7th, 300 at Dornoch Paion the 16th and about
750 at Tarbat Ness on the next day. Even more impressive numbers were
recorded through October, with around 1000 at Dornoch Point on the 9th, 2000+
at Tarbat Ness on the 12th andath, followed by 5000+ there on the 20th. Even
this count was surpassed by an estimated 9000 off Brora on 2 November. On the
same day 750 were counted off Chanonry Point. Nearly all the birds had left the
area by the next day and there were no further high counts. A single bird was
recorded inland at Loch a Eilein on 11 November and the year ended with one
adult in Broadford Bay on 31 December.

ShagPhalacrocorax aristotelis
Locally common coastal breeder; common offshore.

Winter/Spring/Summer: Records were evenly distributed from coastal
locations around the recording area. Most of the early high counts came from the
north-west, 219 at Rubha Mor on 28 January, 122 at Clashnessie two days later
and 305 on Loch Gairloch on 1 February. Counts aafbat Ness were regularly
higher than 50, peaking at about 100 birds on 20 February. WeBs counts for the
Moray Firth totalled 260 in January and 58 in February. Elsewhere, 124 were
counted flying to roost on Castle Island, Eigg at dusk on 15 January, 10érev
recorded from the north shore of Loch Linnhe on 1 March and birds visiting
probable nest sites were among the 100+ at Papadil, Rum on 8 April. Around
Neist Point, Skye400 were reported on 16 May and 200 on 20 August, while 150
were recorded loafing off the southern tip of Fladaigh Chuain island on 23 June.

Breeding: There was no islandwide nest count on Eigg, but 32 pairs located on Castle
Island reared good numbersof young. At the North Sutor monitored plots, 72 young
fledged from 64 nests: 22 nests failed, 17 produced one young, 20 two young and five
had three young. On 23 June a survey of Eilean Trodday fousid AON, while on the
same day 11 chicks were ringed trm six broods on Fladaigh Chuain, where the overall
impression was of a much better and earlier breeding season than in 2018. Breeding
was also confirmed at Elgol peninsula, Loch Coruisk, Handa, Eilean nan Ron and
Cromarty.

Shag breeding productivity in s tudy plots at North Sutor 2010 z2019:

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
No. of nests 304 291 323 291 185 121 134 143 143 171
Young pernest 1.7 1.9 16 14 16 15 15 1.3 1.2 112

Shag breeding productivity in main study colonies on Canna 2010 z2019:

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
No. of nests 305 226* 270 255 191 336 @®9 301 280 440
Young pernest 1.5 1.2 1.6 1.0 1.2 1.7 1.8 1.3 1.2 1.6
* Known to be an underestimate

Autumn/Winter: Most of the high numbers during this period were in the west.
In September, 100 were counted during &wo-hour sea watch at Stoer on the
10th, 150 were at Neist Point on the 17th, around 100 on the north coast of Rum
on the 19th and 182 at Clovullin neaCorran Ferry on the 24th. On 1 October
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120 were recorded at Loch Coruisk and a similar number at Sconser narrows,
Loch Sligachan four days later. On 5 November 173 were counted flying to Castle
Island, Eigg at dusk. The only counts of note on the east cbeame from Tarbat
Ness, with a peak of 98 on 3 November and regular counts of-Z0 during the

last 10 days of the year. WeBs counts for the Moray Firth totalled 42 in October
and 30 in December.

Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo
Breeding restricted to one large colony on Easter Ross and a few
small colonies in north -west; common offshore but scarcer inland.

Winter/Spring: Recorded almost every day, most reports came from coastal
sites in the east, but with smaller numbers also notedlong the north and west
coasts and a few inland sites. At Tarbat Ness there were regular doulligure
counts during the first three months with a peak of 66 on 11 February, falling to
single figures from early April onwards. Other doublefigure counts for the

period included 25+ in the Beauly Firth on 8 and 23 January, 31 at Chanonry
Point on 25 February and 30+ at Point of Sleat on 23 May. We&unts for the
Moray Firth totalled 216 in January and 120 in February. Inland, five were noted
on Loch Garteron 2 January, while WeBcounts for the River Spey and Insh
Marshes totalled 15 in February and seven in March.

Breeding: Outwith the North Sutor study area, the only record of confirmed breeding
came from Ardmore Point, Skye where occupied nests wereperted on 23 June. Of the
monitored nests at North Sutor, 18 failed, 9 produced one young, 22 two young, 67 three
young and 18 four young.

Cormorant breeding productivity in study plots at North Sutor 2010  z2019:

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2013016 2017 2018 2019
No. of nests 121 127141 89 99 104 109 133 147 155
Young pernest 2.7 25 2.3 2.4 22 26 2.4 2.2 2.5 2.5

Summer/Autumn/Winte r: Numbers were generally low through to September,
with highs of 20+ at Brora on 12 June, 22 at Ardmore Point on 23 June, 25 at
Lochinver two days later and 21 at Tarbat Ness on 25 Auguduring September,
there were regular doublefigure counts fromthe Longmanhide, with a peak of

38 on the 13th.In Septemberalso, 33 were reported off the point at Ardersierrig
yard on the 18th, 20 at nearby Fort George three days later and 33 at Loch Fleet
on the 30th. WeBEScounts for the Moray Firth totalled 252 n October and 123 in
December. The peak count through to the year end at Tarbat Ness was 30 on 21
December. Inland, WeB counts for the River Spey and Insh Marshes totalled
nine in October, 13 in November and 11 in December.
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Grey Heron Ardea cinerea
Locally common breeder; commonly encountered in most areas.

Winter/Spring:  Small numbers were scattered throughout the recording area,
especially at coastal locations. Most of the highest counts were in the early part
of the year, with 28 and 31 at Merkinch LNR, South Kessock on 12 January and 8
February respectively. In the west, 28 were recorded at Loch Gairloch on 27
January and 28 at Loch Kishorn on 1 February. The only high counts during the
latter part of the period were of 17 at Gebh Eilean, Loch Sunart on 29 March and
21 at Alturlie on 9 May.

Breeding: Records of confirmed breeding, mostly of occupied nests, came from
monitored sites in Easter Ross (see below), Garbh Eilean on Loch Sunart, Kinloch and
Loch Scresort on Rum, Kyleldn, Mellon Charles, Merkinch LNR and Boat of Garten.

Easter Ross Heronry counts 2014 -20109:
2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Clashmore 19 13 16 13 13 16
North Cadboll 6 6 5 D 0

Arabella 14 16 17 17 23 18
Dalmore 16 14 10 12 12 9

Summer/ Autumn/Winter: Again, records were widely scattered with few high
counts, the most notable all coming from Skye, with 32 at Skeabost on 5 August,
24 at Drynoch on 25 August and about 20 at outer Loch Portree on 17
September.

Grey Heron - Inner Moray Firth  WeBS counts summary 2010 z2019:

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Jan 87 23 79 38 71 62 86 84 58 160
Feb 73 17 17 12 38 26 26 5142 67
Oct 73 76 55 116 67 118 114 141 108 152
Dec 33 62 45 69 80 95 88 82 123 76
* Udale Bay was not counted in February.

Great White Egret Ardea alba
Rare visitor.

Autumn: One was reorded at Kinbrace, Sutherland on 20 October.

Little Egret Egretta garzetta
Scarce, but increasing, visitor mainly in spring and autumn.

Winter/Spring: In the west, there were 13 records of a single bird in the
Arisaig/Back of Keppoch area between 3 January and 3 May, perhaps the first
wintering bird ever recorded in Highland, and possibly the same individual was

114



at Herebost, Skye on 20 May. In the easitere were records of single birds at
Merkinch LNR on 23 April and Dornoch Point on 20 May.

Summer/Autumn: There were no further records until 20 August when one
was seen on the Moray Firth near the mouth of Munlochy Bay. What was
probably the same indivdual was then recorded 19 times at Udale Bay between
29 August and 5 November, at Dalmore on 13 September and finally at Evanton
on 8 November. West coast records of single birds came from at Ardelve, Loch
Alsh on 29 October and Achnahaird on 9 November.

Osprey Pandion haliaetus
Uncommon but increasing summer visitor & breeder in east;
scarce elsewhere.

Spring/Summer/Autumn:  With nearly 400 BirdTrack records for the year, this
species is now an increasingly familiar sighting in the Highlands. The first bird
was seen on 27 March at Loch Fleet, followed two days later by a bird back at a
known nest. The return, thereafter, waslow but a major influx occurred during
9-19 April, including six on the Beauly Firth on 18 April. Multiple sightings came
from favoured feeding sites such as Loch Fleet, Loch Insh and the Beauly Firth.
The latter held the highest assemblies, particularlguring August and
September, probably of juvenile birds, with seven on 121 August, eight on 4
September, nine on 10 and 12 September, and a peak of 10 on 22 August. Scarce
after mid-September, the last birds were seen at Udale Bay on the 19th,
Strathconon on the 25th and a final straggler on the Beauly Firth on 14 October.

Breeding:
Osprey breeding success in Highland 2019:
Pairs Pairs Pairs Minimum
Present laying fledging fledged
Sutherland 16 15 14 28+
Inverness-shire 9 8 7 15+
Badenoch 9 9 9 24
Rossshire 17 14 11 24+
Lochaber 3 2 2 3+
TOTAL 54 48 43 94+

Honey-buzzard Pernis apivorus
Scarce summer visitor & breeder.

Spring/Summer: There was one sighting at Loch Bunachton on 25 June.

Breeding: Pairs were seen at two locations where breeding has occurred in the past.
One nest was located which fledged at least one young.
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Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos
Widespread resident in small numbers, mainly in the uplands .

Winter/Spring/Summer/Autumn/Winter: With 488 BirdTrack records and,
surprisingly, nearly 100 more than Kestrel, this was the fourth most reported
bird of prey in Highland. This species is very much a Highland speciality, much
sought after by both residentand visiting birders. The glens and straths of the
eastern Highlands, particularly Strath Dearn and Badenoch were faued areas.
Half the records (239 through the year were of single birds, but there were 135
records of two together, particularly during March, April and May, when pairs
were noticeably active. These three months also had a third of all sightings,
suggesting this is the best time of the year for locating birds. There were 37
counts of three together and eight of four. The largest assembliagere of five
and there were threesuchrecords: in Glen Varrigall, Skye on 27 January, Strath
Dearn on 17 March and north of Portree on 3 November.

Breeding:
Golden Eagle breeding success in Highland 2019:
Nest sites Pairs Pairs Minimum
monitored present fledging young
young fledged
Skye 32 31 10 10
Small Isles 6 6 3 3
Sutherland 33 32 10 11
Wester Ross 17 17 12 13
Easter Ross 12 12 4 4
East Inverness 17 15 7 8
West Inverness 8 8 0 0
Badenoch & Strathspey 25 22 12 16
Ardnamurchan, Ardgour 21 17 4 5
& Morvern
TOTAL 171 160 62 70

Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus
Fairly common resident in east, scarcer in north and west away
from Skye & Lochalsh. Declining.

Winter/Spring/Summer: There were 625 records for the year, making it the
third most recorded hawk species, and 336 came during this period. The large
majority were of single birds, with only 10 records of two birds together and
none of three or higher, making this very much aolitary species. Records were
widespread throughout the region and none call for special mention. Many
sightings were of hawks attracted to gardens, possibly by the presence of
potential prey at bird feeders.
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Breeding:

Sparrowhawk breeding success in Highland 2019:

Pairs Pairs Pairs Minimum no.
laying hatching fledging young fledged
Inverness-shire 2 2 2 5+
Easter Ross 1 1 1 1
TOTAL 3 3 3 6+

Additional breeding records came from Badenoch & Strathspey Balgowan and
Tulloch.

Autumn/Winter:  Autumn for this species starts at the beginning of August with
the start of dispersal for the summe crop of young birds. There were 289
records during this five-month period. Seven records from Tarbat Ness between
30 September and 6 October during a period of easterly weather suggest
immigration from the continent. A concentration of four at Ardvannie Edderton

on 30 October was attracted by large numbers of winter thrushes feeding on
rowan berries. Three at the Carse of Ardersier on 9 December was the only other
record of more than two.

Goshawk Accipiter gentilis
Scarce local breeder,mainly in east.

Winter/Spring/Summer:  With just 35 records during this period, this is one of
our scarcest resident species. Despite their size, they are easily overlooked or
mistaken for a commoner species, such as a Buzzard. The majority of records
camefrom Badenoch & Strathspey and the upper Findhorn. Further afield,
records came from Lael Forest, Loch Broom on 31 March and 14 April,
Liddesdale on 5 May and Loch Ussie on 10 May. There were sightings at
Scotsburn, Tain on 7 June and, in July, upper Lobbrridon on the 6th, Acharacle
on the 14th and Muir of Ord on the 18th.

Breeding: There are four known breeding sites in eastern Inverness, of which two were
occupied and produced young. However, the forests of Badenoch & Strathspey remain
the breedingstronghold for this species in Highland.

Northern Goshawk breeding success in Highland 2019:

Pairs Pairs Pairs Minimum no.
laying hatching fledging young fledged
Badenoch & Strathspey 8 7 7 20
Inverness-shire 3 2 2 5
Sutherland 1 1 1 2
TOTAL 12 10 10 27

Autumn/Winter: There were 12 records during this period, nine in the core

areas. Eéewhere, sightings of single birds came from Rosehaugh, Black Isle on 11
September, Loch Meodal, Skye on 28 September and Udale Bay on 13 November.
The last record was near Catlodge on 25 December.
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Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus
Has bred; scarce summer visitor, mainly in east.

Spring/Summer/Autumn:  The first spring record was of a female at Loch Shiel,
Acharacle on 23 April. A further 35 sightings all came from Insh Marshes where
during May there were seven records of a femaleetween the 13th and 27th. An
adult male on the 28th was the only record for the year. There were no June or
July sightings. Between 26 August and 20 September there were 27 sightings of a
single immature or female.

Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus
Uncommon breeder, mainly in east; scarce in winter. Declining
due to persecution.

Reporting rate
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Reporting rate: %age each week of complete BirdTrack lists containing a report of Hen Harrier

Winter/Spring/Autumn/Winter: Of the 245 records received via Birdirack,
50% (123) came from one location, Insh Marshes, where regular visits to count
roosting birds were made throughout the year, but especially during the autumn
and two winter periods. During the early winter period, sightings were all of
ringtails, with peak courts of five on 7 January, four on 17 February and four on
8 March. Adult males were not seen at the roost until 25 June, but thereafter
singles made regular visits, with the last one seen on 9 November. The peak
count of ringtails was on 11 October when fig were counted, but numbers
dropped off to one or two through to the end of the year, the last a single on 28
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December. Elsewhere, the records were widespread, with the majority in the
west. Peak counts were low, with most sightings of single birdsuggeging no
major communal roosts. Three birds, a grey male and two ringtails, at Ockle,
Ardnamurchan on 21 February were noteworthy, as were three, again a male
and two ringtails, over the Isle of Ewe on 17 October. In general, sightings were
fewer than in the past, as demonstrated in the reporting rate graph.

Breeding:
Hen Harrier breeding success in Highland 2019:
Pairs Pairs Pairs Minimum no.
laying hatching fledging young fledged
Skye & Lochalsh 8 8 3 7
Rum & Eigg 3 3 3 6+
Sutherland 2 1 1 2
Rossshire 2 2 2 6
Inverness-shire 1 1 1 4
Badenoch & Strathspey 3 2 2 5
TOTAL 19 17 12 30+

Red Kite Milvus milvus
Re-introduced breeder: well established in east but scarce
elsewhere.

Winter/Spring/Summer: Itis 30 years since the first six Red Kites were re
introduced to the Highlands after an absence of over 100 years. Helped by the
ease of identification, its social behavior and an asgciation with human activity
such as farming, the species has become, after Buzzards, the most frequently
recorded bird of prey in the region. There were 510 BirdTrack records for the
year, mainly from the known breeding area extending from the Black Isknd
Easter Ross, north to Loch Fleet and Lairg, south to Strathspey and west to
Whitebridge and Glen Urquhart. There were few records outside this core area. A
bird at Mellon Udrigle, Wester Ross on 2 May was unusual, as was another at
Inverarish, Raasay a 24 June. Peak counts all came in February. There were 13
near Skelbo on the 8tmear a communal roost, six at West Langwell on the 17th,
nine at Kirkhill on the 24th and nine at Balnabeeran on the 26th.

Breeding:
Red Kite breeding success in Highland 2019:
Pairs Pairs Pairs Minimum no.
laying hatching fledging young fledged
Sutherland 3 3 3 6+
Easter Ross 24 24 23 40+
Inverness-shire 13 12 12 22+
Badenoch & Strathspey 1 1 1 3
TOTAL 41 40 39 71+
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Autumn/Winter: Two were at Achnasheen on 16 September. On Skye, singles
were seen at Loch Bay, Waternish on 15 October and Elgol on 21 November. The
peak count was nine at Loch Ashie south on 30 October.

White -tailed Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla
Uncommon re-introduced breeder in west but scarce elsewhere.

Winter/Spring/Summer/Autumn/Winter: With a grand total of 360 records
on BirdTrack, this seaeagle is no longer as scarce as it used to be and is now
capable of turning up anywhere in the region, not oylin the west where it was
first reintroduced. Most of those seen in the east are single immatures, or
occasionally two together. The upper reaches of the Findhorn, Insh Marshes and
other well-watched Badenoch & Strathspey locations had regular sightinggore
unusual was an immature over Fort George on 25 March and possibly the same
bird was seen over Fortrose on 21 April. Equally surprising was an adult soaring
over Dingwall on 15 May. In the west, most records came from Rum, with a
maximum count of fourimmatures together on 4 March, and Skye where, at
Neist Point on 8 April, eight were seen, the highest count for the year.

Breeding: Three new breeding pairs were located, one each in Lochaber, Wester Ross
and Invernessshire.

White -tailed Eagle breeding success in Highland 2019:

Pairs Pairs Pairs Minimum

monitored laying fledging fledged
Skye 24 20 14 21
Wester Ross 9 7 5 9
Sutherland & Easter Ross 5 4 4 4
Inverness & Badenoch 3 2 2 3
Lochaber & Small Isles 17 15 11 15
TOTAL 58 48 36 52

Common Buzzard Buteo buteo
Common resident.

Winter/Spring: There were nearly 2500 BirdTrack records submitted for the

year, 965 during this first 4month period. There were a few large soaring
assemblies of birds, many in the upper Findhorn or in and around Insh Marshes
and Strathspey. Six or more were counted on several @s, with peaks of nine at
Garbole on 14 April and 12 at Coignafearn the same day. The Kyle of Durness had
a count of eight on 30 January and the Beauly Firth had six on 23 April.

Summer/Breeding: Another 742 records were submitted for this summer perioduntil

the end of August. They were mostly of singles or pairs, the largest counts again from
Coignafearn and the upper Findhorn, with eight on 7 May and six on 23 June. At Brahan
Estate on 15 August, six were counted.
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Common Buzzard breeding success in Highland 2019:

Pairs Pairs Pairs Minimum
laying hatching fledging fledged
Small isles 5 5 5 9
NW Sutherland 2 1 1 1
Easter Ross (study) 42 27 24 35
Easter Ross (other) 2 2 2 2
Inverness-shire 7 6 4 4
Badenoch & Strathspey 7 6 6 9
TOTAL 65 47 42 60

Autumn/Winter: In the final four months of the year a further 760 records were
received. A number of high counts came during September; eight in the upper
Findhorn on the 1st, 15 over the Beauly Firth on the 4th, eight at Lochindorb on
the 7th and a further eight at Badvil, Badenoch & Strathspey on the 12th. The
largest count of the year, 19, was at Loch Insh on 5 October.

Barn Owl Tyto alba
Uncommon breeder, mainly in east but increasing in numbers in
north and west.

Winter/Spring: Most of the 87 BirdTrack records for the year came during this
period, particularly in the 3-month period JanuaryMarch. In contrast, there
were only two records in April at the start of the breeding season. Records from
Skye featured prominently, as welbs west coast locations such as Gairloch,
Gruinard Bay and Inverpolly. Other records came from the wellvatched
Badenoch & Strathspey and Easter Ross. All sightings were of single birds.

Breeding: In contrast to the earlier period, none of the 17 recordsluring May-August
were on Skye and there were just two west coast records, at Rhiconich on 31 May and
Inverpolly Fish Farm on 15 July. A breeding pair with young was noted at Laggan on 8
July and three sightings came in July and August from Eilean nan Roff the north
coast, where breeding has been recorded in previous years.

Barn Owl breeding success in Highland 2019:

Pairs Pairs Minimum

laying fledging fledged
Badenoch & Strathspey 3 1 5
East Inverness 2 1 1
EasterRoss 5 2 6
Sutherland 5 5 13
Lochaber 4 3 6
TOTAL 19 12 31

Autumn/Winter: There were just 13 records during the SeptembeiDecember
period. All were in the east, particularly in and around Inverness, but none call
for special mention.
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Tawny Owl Strix aluco
Widespread breeder, but more localised in north and west.

Winter/Spring/Autumn/Winter: More often heard calling than seen, there
were 196 BirdTrack records for the year, the majority in the wellwatched areas
of Badenoch & Strathspey and in and around Inverness. There were fewer
sightings in the west, including eight records from Skye.

Breeding: A study in Easter Ross/SE Sutherland suggested a below average breeding
season. Of 38 boxes checked, 16 had clutches of eggs, 13 hatched and fledged 20 young.
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Tany Owl in Raven nest in Mag/ at Lairg c.Peter Stronach

Long-eared Owl Asio otus
Scarce breeder but very under-recorded; scarce migrant and
winter visitor.

Winter/Spring: The first record came on 23 February from Ferry Wood,
Golspie where three were heard calling. On Skye, a sighting came from
Drumfearn on 31 March and in Badenoch records came from Auchmore on 7
April and Drumguish on 27 April.

Breeding: Four active nests were recorded and all were successful, rearing 13 young.
Oneof thgsg was on Canna. On nearpy Muc’:k‘yo’ung were hgqrd callipq on 31 Jqu\. . S
"ACCET ¢ AAI1 O xAOA Al 01 EAAOA AO . AOGEU #AOOAO
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Strathpeffer on 21 May and at Dalraddy Holiday Park on 1Z0 August when at least
two young and an alult were seen

Autumn/Winter: There were four records of single birds, at Loch Bunachton on
1 October, Dunhallin on Skye on 30 October and Heights of Dochcarty, Dingwall
on 27 November. The last record was of a bird found injured below wires at
SmooCave on 30 November.

Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus
Increasingly scarce and local breeder; scarce migrant and winter
visitor.

Winter: There was a single record, of a bird at Chanonry Ness on 29 January.

Spring/Summer: Four sightings came from the Heights of Dochcarty during-5
14 April, with singles at Tarbat Ness on 28 April and Lochindorb on 28 May. A
bird seen on six dates between June and 16 July at Kilmory, Rum is suggestive
of breeding, as vere three sightings between 15 June and 27 August at
Dunanellerich, Skye.

Breeding : Records were particularly scarce, with just a single site occupied by a pair. It
is unknown if breeding ocarred.

Autumn/Winter:  Four records of single birds at three locations on the east
coast were received; at Dornoch Point on 10 August and 29 October, at Tarbat
Ness on 6 October and at Nigg RSPB reserve on 30 October.

Hoopoe Upupa epops
Scarcemigrant.

Autumn: One found at Altanlhu on 31 October was seen again at Reiff nine days
later.

Hoopoe: presumed individuals per season 2010 -2019
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Kingfisher Alcedoatthis
Scarce local breeder mainly in Strathspey and the Great Glen; rare
elsewhere.

Winter/Spring/  Summer / Autumn: There were reports of a single bird at

various sites on the River Ness on the south side of Inverness on 10 occasions
between 10 January and 25 March, followed by six records from May to
December. Single birds were present at Merkinch and Muirtown Poolsoin 1
January to 16 March and from 6 October to the end of the year, at Castle Stuart
on 7 July and 1 December and at Loch Meiklie, Glen Urquhart on 22 July. In Ross
shire, one was seen at Dalmore on 5 January and two at Udale Bay RSPB on 1
September, folbwed by singles on 7 October and 15 November. One was
reported from Dingwall on four occasions between 28 October and 5 December,
and two were noted at Dunglass Island on the River Conon on 14 September. In
Badenoch & Strathspey, records of single birds ag from Boat of Garten on 28
January and 24 February, Broomhill Bridge on 15 May and 23 August, Cromdale
on 19 August and Insh Marshes RSPB on 11 September. In Sutherland, singles
were noted near Rovie Lodge, Strath Fleet on 26 April, Bonar Bridge on 28
September and The Moundagoon on 6November,11 November and 5

December. In Lochaber, one was seen at Morar on 3 January and then there were
no records until one was seen on the Caledonian Canal near Banavie on 2
November, followed by further sightings at nearby Glenloy sluices on 9

December and Inerlochy six days later. One was recorded at Castle Tioram,
Acharacle on 6 November.

Blue-cheeked Bee-eater Merops persicus
Vagrant.

Spring: One wasfound at Achnahaird on 23 Jung(See article on page@.) This
is a first record for Highland, the second for Scotland and eleventh for the UK.
The previous Scottish bird was found in Shetland in 1997. Just over a month
after the Highland record, the third bird for Scotland was found in the Western
Isles.(SeeEdwards, S. & Batty, A. 2020. Scottish Birds 40(1) March832)

Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major
Locally common resident in east, but less common in north and
west.

Winter/Spring: Recorded almost daily, the majority of records came from
woodlands in the southeast of the region, especially Badenoch & Strathspey.
Records, mainly of single birds, also came from 12 widely scattered locations,
ranging from Bettyhill in the north on 12and 28 January to Savary on the Sound
of Mull in the south-west on 10 February. Included in these reports were records
of two birds at Armadale on 13 January, two at Kyleakin the following day, two at
Gruinard Bay on 29 January and two at Loch Arkaig on 2ril. A male heard on
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Rum on 27 February, which stayed until at least 10 April, was described as a rare
bird for the island. On Eigg a male was heard calling and drumming on 24 and 25
May. The highest counts for the period were of five at Loch Garten @8 January,
two males and two females at Gleann Meinich, Strathconon on 25 March and
seven at The Mound on 2 May.

Breeding: Confirmed breeding records came from widely scattered sites. The earliest
was of a pair feeding young in a nest at Arisaig on 19 May. A nest which was examined
near Dulnain Bridge on 31 May was found to contain at least six chicks, of which one
was readyto fledge while the youngest was barely feathered, although hatching is
usually synchronous. There was a report of an adult carrying food at Rothiemurchus on
4 June, followed by records of adults with recently fledged young from Aviemore,
Balgowan, Drumgush, Loch Garten, Isleornsay, Kyleakin, Lairg, Aigas Field Centre and,
finally, Insh Marshes RSPB on 15 August.

Autumn/Winter:  Again, the majority of sightings were in Badenoch &
Strathspey but there were also several records from widely scattered sites
elsewhere, including two birds at Acharacle on 27 July and two near Kentra Bay
on 13 October. Several high counts came from Loch Garten in July and August
with a peak of nine reported on 12 August, while four were noted at nearby
Straanruie on 17 December.

Green Woodpecker Picus viridis
Locally rare breeder, mainly in Badenoch & Strathspey; rare
elsewhere.

Spring/Summer : Of 13 recordsduring the period, seven, in March, May and
June came from the Loch Alvie/Ord Ban area. Also in Strathspey, there were
records from Boat of Garten on 8 March, Carrbridge on 19 April and Street of
Kincardine on 22 June. In Lochaber, one was heard calling in Mingarry Wood on
8 April, seen at nearby Shietfot eight days later and reported from Uileann on

24 May.

Breeding: Two pairs, one with an occupied nest hole, were recorded at Torr Alvie on 12
May.

Autumn/Winter:  Single birds were reported from Loch Alvie on 19 September,
Uileann on 29 September andtarorr Alvie from 19 December for at least five
days.

Kestrel Falco tinnunculus
Fairly common but thinly distributed breeder; declining.

Winter/Spring: There were 390 BirdTrack records during the year, 111 during

this four-month period of January to April, with a similar number recorded each
month. Sightings were widely scattered across inland and coastal locations. They
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were mainly of single birds, onlyoccasionally of two together and only one
record of three, at Moy, Invernessshire on 20 April.

Summer/Breeding:

Kestrel breeding success in Highland 2019:

Pairs Pairs Pairs Minimum
laying hatching fledging fledged
Rossshire 4 2 1 1+
Inverness-shire 4 4 4 13+
Eigg 2 2 2 3+
TOTAL 10 8 7 17+

Autumn/Winter:  With 142 records, sightings remained at a high level

throughout this period. Importantly, there was no drop in numbers seen in late
November or December, suggesting that numbers of voles, their main prey item,
were high. Most records were of single birdswith just nine records of two

together. There was just one count higher, six in Strath Dearn on 3 October. Birds
were regularly seen at Tarbat Ness from 8 September until 28 November, with a
late bird on 24 December.

Merlin Falco columbarius
Uncommon breeder; scarce in winter.

Winter/Spring: The 13 BirdTrack records up to midMarch came mostly from

east coast locations such as Tarbat Ness or Dornoch Point. The exceptions were
Faraid Head on 22 February, Loch Maree on 12 March, Kilmory, RumIin

March and Ord, Skye on 18 March. Thereatfter, the increasing number of sightings
came from known inland breeding sites in Badenoch & Strathspey and

elsewhere, although a bird at Dalcross on 14 April was the exception.

Breeding:
Merlin breeding success in Highland 2019:
Pairs Pairs Pairs Minimum
present laying fledging fledged
Sutherland 16 9 4 9
Inverness 1 1 0 0
Rossshire 1 1 1 4
Isle of Rum 2 2 0 0
Badenoché& Strathspey 5 4 4 10
TOTAL 25 17 9 23

Autumn/Winter: The first sighting of a bird back at a coastal location was at
Dornoch Point on 18 August, followed bypnesat Culkein and Clashmore, Assynt
on 9 and 15September and at Tarbat Ness, also on the 15th. On Rum, a bird was
seen at Kilmory on 12 occasions beteen 28 September and 11 December. There
were regular sightings along the east coast, particularly at Dornoch Point where
the last sighting of the year was on 18 December.
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Hobby Falco subbuteo
Scarce recently colonised breeder.

Spring: An adult pair was present innorth Sutherland from 1317 May.

Breeding: There were nobreeding records

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus
Uncommon declining breeder; scarcer in winter, mainly in Inner
Moray Firth.

Winter/Spring/Summer:  Of the 174 BirdTrack records for the year, 126 came
during this eight-month period, almost all single birds. The great majority of
sightings came from coastal inlets, estuaries and bays on the east coast, such as
Udale Bay, Beauly Fth and Dornoch Point, and wellwatched inland areas, such
as the upper Findhorn at Coignafearn and throughout Badenoch & Strathspey.
Apart from 10 sightings on Skye beginning in March, records in the west were
scarce. Notable locations were Reiff Bay on Z&nuary, Achiltibuie on 22

February, Loch Maree on 12 March, Sandwood Bay on 5 April, Handa Island on
24 May, Mellon Udrigle on 21 June and Clashnessie on 23 June. The north coast
had records from Drumhollistan on 10 April, the MOD Range at Cape Wrath

pair on 9 June, Strathy Point on 11 August and Kyle of Tongue the next day.

Breeding:

Peregrine breeding site occupation in Highland 2019:

Known Pairs Single birds  Apparently

sites present  present vacant

checked
Badenoch & Strathspey 15 4 3 8
Easter Ross 14 5 0 9
Wester Ross 22 0 1 21
East Inverness 24 6 4 14
WestInverness 5 0 0 5
Sutherland 47 9 9 29
Small Isles 1 1 0 0
TOTAL 128 25 17 86

Autumn/Winter: There were 49 sightings duringthis period, with an even

greater concentration in the east coast, the upper Findhorn and Badenoch &
Strathspey. The last record came on 30 December at Skelbo. Sightings in the west
came from Rum on 10 September and Skye, at Broadford Bay on 13 and 17
Sepember, and Harrapool and Oisgiltliff on 21 and 24 November respectively.
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Great Grey Shrike Laniusexcubitor
Scarce migrant and winter visitor.

Winter/Spring: One in the Nethy Bridge area, found on 6 February, was last
seen on 28 March. At Lochindorb one was present from 183 February. Finally,
one was recorded in Glen Kylleachy, near Garbole, Strath Dearn on 8 April.

Great Grey Shrike: no. per season 2010-2019
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Autumn/Winter : Single birds were recorded at Mossbank, Nethy Bridge on 28
October and at Milton Loch, Boat of Garten on 5 December.

JayGarrulus glandarius

Scarce but increasing resident, spreading from south -west and
Strathspey into Inverness and Easter Ross;scarce elsewhere, but
increasing records from outlying areas.

Winter/Spring: Records came mainly from the woodland areas of Badenoch &
Strathspey and Lochaber, where one was at Savary on the Sound of Mull on 2
February, three at Uileann on 16 February, anat Strontian on 19 April and at
Glenborrodale RSPB on 17 May. Increasing numbers were found in Sutherland,
including one at Overscaig Hotel, Loch Shin on 14 January. High counts for the
period were six at Drumguish on 7 April, eight at Insh Marshes RSB 19
February, seven at Balnacoil, Strath Brora on 18 March and sixTdte Mound on
17 April.

Breeding: Breeding was confirmed at only four locations. A juvenile was reported at Hill
of Fortrose on 23 June. A pair with one newly fledged young wasen at Badfluich, Lairg
on 15 July, while a pair with two young at nearby Oykel Bridge on the same day was
possibly the most northerly Scottish breeding record so far. Finally, a pair with two
young was reported at Avielochan on 4 August.

Autumn/Winter: The number of records increased during this period as the
birds become less secretive in autumn, as demonstrated in the reporting rate
graph. Distribution was similar to that of the earlier months. Lochaber records
included singles at Uileann on several das, two near Kentra Bay on 6
September and 13 October, one at Savary on 29 September and one at
Glenborrodale RSPB on 12 October. One at Overscaig Hotel, Loch Shin on 28
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December was probably the most northerly record of the year. High counts were
six atAnagach Forest on 12 July, 10 at Tarbat Ness on 30 September, six at Kyle
of Sutherland on 5 October, six+ at Drumguish on 17 November and eight at
Brahan on 30 November.

Reporting rate
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Magpie Pica pica
Scarceresident, mainly in south and east; range expanding to
west and north.

Winter/Spring: There were few records of more than one bird and most of
these came from the soutkeast of the Moray Firth, including three between Fort
George and Ardersier on 20 and 31 January, three at Whiteness on 17 February
and five in one field at Clava Cairns on31April. One or two were seen
intermittently at Tarbat Ness between 15 January and 19 ApriDne recorded at
Mains of Garten on 20 January was seen several times up to 23 March at least,
while another at the Heights of Dochcarty was reported three times Iween 6
February and 31 March. In the west, a single bird was at Loch Kishorn on 1
February, another,which has been resident in the Ellishadder area and North Skye
for seven years, wdsst reported on 21 March, one was at Fersit on 3 April and
one at Adinahaird on 17 April. Two were reported at Dornoch on 4 Aprjlwhile

the most northerly record was of one at Midtown near Tongue on 26 April and 2
May.

Breeding: Despite the southeasterly bias to the sightingsthe only confirmed breeding
record was of a youngster found dead at Raffin, Stoer on 13 June with a pair of adults
seen nearby.
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Autumn/Winter: Birds were recorded each month during the period in the Fort
George area, with a maximum of four on 18 Novembgeat nearby Whitenessand
three on 28 November and 20 December, and at Alturlie where the maximum
count was three on 14 December. Records continued on Skwyeth a bird seen in
the Uig area four times. One was present at Culkein Bay, Stoer from®
September and another at Rogart, Strath Fleet on 28 September. Two were
reported from the Heights of Dochcarty on 12 September (the first record of
more than one here) and again on 23 October. To the north of the Cromarty
Firth, two were recorded at Dornoch or26 August, two at Bayfield Loch on 29
September, one at Tain on 11 October, three at Struie on 22 October and two at
Hilton of Cadboll on 26 December. In the souttvest, there was a record from the
Sound of Mull on 28 October.

Jackdaw Cdoeusmonedula
Commonresident in east, but scattered in west and largely absent
from central mountain areas.

Winter/Spring:  Among over 1000 records for this periodthe highest counts

were of 220 at Drumuillie, Nethy Bridge on 14 January, 200 at nearby Coulnakyle
on the same day, 150+ at Aviemore on 12 February and estimates of 600 leaving
roost in Balblair Wood, Golspie on 23 February, 200 at Inverness Airport on 9
March and 170 at Culloden later the same day. The vast majority of records came
from the south and east of the region or from Skye.

Breeding : Records of breeding came from Ballinlaggan RSPB, Lochindorb, Newtonmore,
Skye of Curr, Fairy Glen RSPB, Tain aBrbadford.

Summer/ Autumn/Winter: There were four records of flocks of over 100 birds

in the Aviemore area, with a maximum of 150+ on 11 August. The highest counts
were of 500 at Balliefurth, Nethy Bridge on 20 August and 300 at Ashton Farm,
near InvernessRetail Park on 18 December, whilehe peak for Skye was 100 at
Duirinish on 9 September.
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[Nordic Jackdaw] Cdoeus monedula monedula
An individual of this race was reported from Dornoch on 21 and 23 November.

Nordic Jackdaw in November at Dornoch c. Dean MacAskill

Rook Corvus frugilegus
Commonresident in east but local in west and absent from most
upland areas.

Winter/Spring: The only counts over 100 were of 200+ at Hartfield Farm, Tain
on 1 January, 200 at Drumuillie, Nethy Bridge on 14 January and 150 at nearby
Coulnakyle later the same day. Away from the main range in the south and east
of the district, the highest counts wee of about 40 at Lairg and 70 at Dirinish,
Skye on 16 and 20 March respectively.

Breeding: Breeding was confirmed at Loch Garten, Boat of Garten, Nethy Bridge, Beauly
Firth, Fairy Glen RSPB, Contin, Foulis, Tain and Duirinish on Skye.

Summer/ Autumn/Winter: There were only four records of over 100 birds.
About 150 were reported at Tarbat Ness on 16 June, 250 going to roost at
Newtonmore on 25 August, around 150 at Drummond, Inverness on 3 December
and 500 at Ashton Farm by InvernesRetail Park on 18 December. On Skye, the
highest count was of 80 heading to roost at Duirinish on 3 October.
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