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Editorial

As in recent years, the BOU has left the order of theain groups of species
unchanged. However, within thesegroups there are a couple of small order
changes. Tundra Bean Goose has swapped position with Rifdoted Goose.
Likewise, Cormorant and Shag have changed position, perhaps in this case
becauseShag has beermremoved from the same species group as Cormorant,
Aristotelis, toanew one,GulosusThe most significant change this year has been in
the number of personnel writing sections of theReport This was encouraged by
the reduction in length each author has to write, thus making taking on a section
much less daunting than in the past. Even more encouraging is tfect that all
authors have volunteered to continue writing their sections in future years.

In November, Alex Joss stood down as Edita position he has held since th2008
Report. Although | assisted him in a small way during the last few years is only
since | took over that | have fully realized what an enormousffort he has put in
over the years, for which we must all be grateful. Thank ygi\lex!

Peter Gordon (Highland Bird Report editor)
E-mail: nethypete@outlook.com

Guide for submitting bird records

Why submit records?

All acceptable records receivedirectly by the Highland Bird Recorder or via
BirdTrack or eBird are used to produce species summaries in the annual Highland
Bird Report. This is intended to be the definitive historical record of birds
occurring in Highland, open to comparison with previous years. It aims to give
details of breeding performance, distibution, movements and betweeryear
changes of common species, as well as providing a valuable record of rare and
scarce species in the area. Submitting your records allows these summaries to be
as accurate as possible.nl addition, pooled knowledge of birds occurring at
individual sites allows for an assessment of the ornithological value of sgeThis
can contribute towards decisions on development proposals, giving real and
immediate conservation value to your records.

To ensure that contributors and readers of the Highland Bird Report have

confidence in its content, the Recorder is appointed by the committee of the

(ECEI ATA "OATAE 1T &£ OEA 3A1 OOEOE / OTEOQOETITC
of rare and scarce speck are assessed by the British Birds Rarities Committee

(BBRC), the Scottish Birds Records Committee (SBRC) or the Highland Records
Committee (HRC). It is important to remember that whe a record fails to pass this

assessment process it does not necessarifgean that a mistake in identification

has been made. Far more often it means that the necessary standard of proof to

permit a record to enter the permanent record has not been st.
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Which type s of record are most useful?

The annual Highland Bird Report is a summary of the ornithological year in the
area and does not include evergubmitted record of every bird seenMany of the
records included involve systematic and coordinated counts, or careful
observations of breeding performance. However, the report also tries to reflect
other aspects of ornithology, such as the distribution of species in the area and the
timing of migration, or the sighting of rare or scarce species. Thiadt category is
the oneto which many eyes wil be drawn initially, but these records are often the
rewards of many days of hard fieldwork recording our regularly occurring or
common species.

Please note that all records of birds in the Highland recording area are most
welcome. You never know when your seemingly everyday record may be just the
piece of information, we are looking for to use in the annual report. However, to
give an idea of the types of records which prove most useful, we would especially
welcome:

o] Arrival dates of summer visitorsin spring.

o] First dates of inlandbreeding specieswhich desert the uplands in winter.
o] Last dates of summer visitorsan autumn.

o] Arrival dates of winter visitors in autumn.

o] Last dates of winter visitors in spring.

o] Recordsof rarities and birds scarce in the area (including descriptions).

o] Counts of flocks of commoner species.

o] Comments on increases or decreases in any species in your area.

o] First dates of birds heard singingn your area.

0 Breeding colony counts and other appropriate breeding data; for

example nest box schemes.

0 First dates of birds seen nestbuilding, feeding young or with fledged
young.

o] Common species in unusuaircumstances or exhibiting unusual
behaviour.



.

=

When submitting records, species sightings should, where possible, include the
following details:

species, number, age and sex if known, direction of flight (if appropriate), date and
location. Ideally, the location should be given as a place hame included on an
Ordnance Survey 1:50000 or 1:25000 map, accompanied by a six -figure grid
reference, but for many purposes a place name and four -figure grid
reference is adequate .

When submitting records, species sightings should, where possible, include the
following details:

species, number, age and sex if known, direction of flight (if appropriate),
date and location.ldeally, the location should be given as a place name
included on an Ordnance Survey 1:50000 or 1:25000 map, accompanied by
a six-figure grid reference, but for many purposes a place name and four -
figure grid reference is adequate .

There are occasions when the locality of a bird record should be kept confidential.
Examplesare records of rare or scarce breeding birds. These records may be
submitted to the Recorder in strict confidence and should be clearly marked as
confidential. These will be stored separately from the main bulk of recordSuch
records will appear in the Highland Bird Report only as a brief summary and no
specific localities will be published. Unless specifically requested not to do so,
breeding records for all spetes on the list of rare breeding birds for which data
are collected by the Rare Birds Breeding Panel (RBBP) will be submitted by the
Recorder to the RBBPThese records are treated in strict confidence by RBBP and
are only reported by county summaries in the annual report on rare
breeding birds published in British Birds.

How to submit your records

Whilst someobservers prefer to sendn records at the end of each calendar year,
we strongly encourage contributors to register for BirdTrack on the BTO website.
By doing so it is thenvery simple to submit records on an ongoing basis
throughout the year, while the information is still fresh in the mind. At the end of
the year, we can then pick up every record on one standard spreadsheet prepared
by BirdTrack. The most important thing however, is alwaysto enter as much of
the information that is requested in the section above as possiblespecially a
grid reference , as well as on occasion using the BirdTrack free texCcomments
box to add any interesting observations about a particular record.

For the few of you who arenot yet using BirdTrack, please send all records to the
Highland Bird Recorder John Poyner6 Mackenzie Crescent, Nethy Bridge,
Highland PH253DU. Tel 07875 094666The preferable way to communicate is via
e-mail at highlandrecorder@yahoo.com
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Contributors to Highland Bird Report 20 23

The following organisations kindly submitted records for inclusion within this

Report. Sincere apologies for discontinuing the practice of listing the hundreds of
individual observers who submit records each year, a list which required
exhaustive updating every year with the attendant scope for error, omission or
duplication. Any obsever who has submitted records, no matter how many, via
the Highland Recorder, BirdTrack, eBird, or any of the organisations listed below,
can be assured that their records have contributed to a signimt degree in the

preparation of this Report.

BirdGuides

BirdTrack

eBird

Eigg Bird Report

Facebook

Highland Birds Facebook
Highland Raptor Study Group
Highland Ringing Group
Moray Firth WeBS Counters
North Sutor Monitoring Report
RAFOrnithological Society
RSPB Highland Local Group

RSPB Insh Marshes

RSPB Scotland

Shiants Auk Ringing Group
Speyside Black Grouse Studgroup
Surfbirds

SWT Handa Island

SWT Isle of Eigg

www .cairngormscapercaillie.scot
www. highlandbirds.scot
www.skye-birds.com

www. Trektellen.org

Winter birding with SOC Highland at Loch Fleet © Mary Galloway
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Reporting rare or scarce species and recent rarity
decisions

Descriptive evidence is required for the acceptance of the record of any rare or
scarce bird in the Highland recording area. In some cases, the Rare Breeding Birds

Panel may also require descriptive evidence. Below are guidelines on the tygef

records considered by each assessmemommittee and the species for which
descriptions are required. It is very important thatdescriptions be submitted via
the Highland Recorder who will forward them to the relevant authority and notify

the observer of the outcome of assessment. The bulk of the description should,

where possible, be based on original field notes made before reésrce to books
or other reference material.

It is important for observers to submit records with details of rare species to John
Poyner athighlandrecorder@yahoo.comas soon as possible after a sighting. It is
helpful if these records are submitted on a standard form (available from the
Recorder or the relevant websites). Records will be judged locally or sent either

to the Scottish Birds Records Committee (SBRC) orehBritish Birds Rarities

Committee (BBRC) as appropriate. All the forms are available to download on the
www. highlandbirds.scot website. Alternatively, BBRC forms can be downloaded

from www.bbrc.org.uk and SBRC forms can be downloaded fromww.the-

soc.org.uk For local rarities, please use an SBRC for@laims of rare subspecies

should be accompanied by full descriptions and, preferably, photographend will
be assessed by the appropriate committee.

It is always a good idea, however experienced an observer you are, to get
somebody else to confirm your identification. We would also appreciate it if all
occurrences of rare or scarce birds are reported to the Recorder as soon as

possible, so that others may have a chance to see the bird as wedbgpage6 for

details). We fully appreciate that some sightings may be in sensitive areas and we

will not inform the general birding community of the occurrence of a rare bird if

OEEO EO EIT OEA AE O/Agedficalykdydstédinddd ds® 00

British Birds Rarities Committee (BBRC)

This committee is made up of experts in bird identification who are elected by the

County Recorderslt consists of 10 voting members and a nooting secretary,

serving for a fixed term, who adjudicate on all records of species, and some

distinctive sub-species, which rarely occur in Britain $ee their website for full
details https://britishbirds.co.uk/rarities -committee).

BBRC records pending :

2019:

[Grey-bellied Brant*]. Dalziel, Castle Stuart5-6 March & 26 Novemberandin
the same area in 2020 until 23 December.

(*This is still not recognised as a species or subspecies by the major taxonom
authorities and, as a consequence, records are not being formally assessed b
BBRC.)

2021:

Northern Eider* (drake). Coul Links. 18 Aprdl7 May.

(*There has been nadecision yet that records of this rare subspecies will bg
assesed by BBRQO

i o
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BBRC records accepted

2011:2 1 OO 6 O THird caléhdar year+ Golspie, Udale Bay RSPB and near
sites. 1926 April. Now accepted as Category A.

2022: King Eider. Loch Fleet. 22 Marck25 May. DeanMacAskill et al.

(Now finally accepted as returning birgl

BBRC records accepted for 2023:

®lorth American 8 Canada Goose(B. c. interior/parvipes). Balnakeil. 23

October. Peter Stronach.

O. 1 OOHR OE B&ahadad Goose(B. c. interior/parvipes). Tarbat Ness25-26

October. Peter Stronach.

Harlequin Duck. Loch Fleet. 5 August. Donald Bremner.

"1 1T AP A OO AN&Egol.'30July. Bylan & Francis Dauet al.

"1 1T ADA OO ARayfeld, Pditled. &-30 October. Neil Bennett.

American Herring Gull. Fort William. 3-16 March. Matt Slaymakeeet al. (First

for Highland).

Pallid Harrier .Inverness area, 3CY+2 June to 26 July. B. Etheridge, A. Phili

A.B. Ritchie Paired with female Hen Harrier.

Pallid x Hen Harrier. Undisclosed location, two pulli, ringedphoto (per Dave

Pullan); one also seen Loch Gynack and Insh Marshds™™ September to 12

November, photo (A. Samuels, P. Stronaehal.)*.

Brown Booby. Tarbat Ness. 18 August. Al McNee & Andy Williams.

(First for Highland).

Steppe Grey Shrike (L. e. pallidirostrig. Achateny, Ardnamurchan 29 June4

July. Jill Mastin, Peter Stronach, Sandy McNeil al. (First for Highland).

Northern Treecreeper. Tarbat Ness. 2930 October. Peter Stronach(First for

Highland).

(NB. A 1988 record of this stdpecies for Tarbat Ness on 8 October does not app

to havebeen assessdny any recordscommittee)

Ovenbird . Kilmory, Rum. 23 September. S. Mortig-irst for Highland).
*Record subject to reassessment, see 1.27

BBRC record not proven for 2011
21 006 O. Nedr Duthdin Bridge. 14 Octoberl6 November.

BBRCrecord not proven for 2023:
Gyrfalcon. Dornoch. 9 March.

Please note that no records of species considered by BBRC will be published
in the Highland Bird Report, or the BBRC Report on Rare Birds in Britain,
unless they have been accepted by BBRC.
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Scottish Birds Records Committee (SBRC)

The SBRC adjudicates on all records of birds which are rare in Scottish terms, but
which are not included in the BBRC listt has seven votingmembers and a non
voting secretary, and at least six members must vote in favour for a record to be
accepted.

Species and [notable subspecies] for which SBRC requires a
description , as of &nuary 2024

[Black Brant] Woodchat Shrike

Red-crested Pochard Marsh Tit

Apine Swift Woodlark

Stone-curlew Short-toed Lark

Black-winged Stilt Redrumped Swallow
[Continental Blacktailed Godwit] #AOOEBO 7AO0OAI AO
White-rumped Sandpiper 2AAAABO 7A0AI AO
Lesser Yellowlegs Dusky Warbler

Caspian Gull Greenish Warbler

Yellow-legged Gull Arctic Warbler

White-winged Black Tern Melodious Warbler
7TEI O T80 0AOOAI "1 UOEGO 2AAA 7AOAI A
#1 OUB8O B3EAAOxAOAO  MarshWarbler

Night-heron Dartford Warbler

Cattle Egret Nightingale (ssp. megarhyncho$
Purple Heron Redflanked Bluetail

-1 1 OA@&E O Citrine Wagtail

Black Kite Parrot Crossbill (Sutherland, Lochaber,
Little Owil Skye & Lochalstonly)

European Beeeater Serin

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Ortolan Bunting

Red-footed Falcon Cirl Bunting

SBRC ecords accepted for 2022:

#1 OUB O 3 EBharmonryPOidt.(88 August. S. Reddiek al.

#1 OUB O 3 EMA DaxbatONE<S3 3 September. Peter Stronach, Dean
MacAskill & Bob Swann

#1 OUB O 3 EWelmddald Sutherénd. 4 September. Peter Stronach.
Great Shearwater. #1 AAAAE A&6' EI ET T EAh %l CT 1
Collinson, S. Morris(Incorrectly reported as 12 Julyin HBR 2022)

Great Shearwater. (9) Helmsdale. 5 September. Peter Stronach.

Great Shearwater (8). Tarbat Ness 3 September. Peter Stronach Dean
MacAskill & Bob Swann.

Great Shearwater (9).Helmsdale 5 September.Peter Stronach
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SBRC ecords accepted for 2023:

Alpine Swift. Mallaig near school. 19March. Gilleasbuig Ferguson.

Alpine Swift. NW Isle of Eigg. 4 April. Colin Russell.

Stone-curlew. Beauly. 2122 June. Annie Noble.

White -winged Black Tern . At sea, Priest Island, near Ullapool. 4 June. K
Cuthbert & Graham Larrington.

#1 OUG O 3 E Brdvad k7 AdydsO Bean MacAskill.

#1 OUBG O 3 E(B).BowlidDHelnsdale. 18 August. Peter Stronach.
#1 OUB O 3 E KHamornh Gdn0O Rosshire. 1415 September. Alan
MacAskill & Kevin Cuthbert.

Great Shearwater . At sea, 32m NE of Rona. 24 January. John Irvine.
Bee-eater. Gartymore, Helmsdale. 28 May. Karen Munroe.

Short-toed Lark (adult male). Braeriach. 12 June. Chris Rodgewith sound
file.

Citrine Wagtail . Balnakeil marsh. 1315 May. Scott Wotherspoon.

Please note that no records of these species will be published in the Highland
Bird Report, or the SBRC Report onRare Birds in Scotland, unless they have
been accepted by the SBRC.

Highland Records Committee (HRC)

The Highland Records Committee (HRC) is tasked with assessing records of rare
and scarce birds that occur in the recording area and making decisions on the
content and order of the species list published within the Highland Bird Report. It
will adjudicate on a variety of speciesexcluding those considered by the British
Birds Rarities and Scottish Birds Records Committees (BBRC and SBRC), that are
rare in, or new to, the recording area, or which may easily be confused with rare
species. In the event of one of the HRC members being involved in the reporting of
a bird which is being adjudicated upon by the committee, that person will not be
allowed to vote upon the recod anda probationary HRC member, due to start a
term the next January, willcast a votein his/her place. In 2020, this was changd

to preserve the independence of the Recorder in the voting process.

The composition of the Highland Records Committee which carried out all
adjudications on the records of thisReport wasPete Gordon (Chair), Steve Broyd,
Kate Clarke Simon Eaves, George Gay, Dean MacAskill and Andy Williams. During
the year, Neil Bennett was the substitute assessor, as described above.

The HRC may also require a description for any record of a normally common

species that does not fall within the normal pattern of occurrence, for example a

Willow Warbler in winter. Any difficult or contentious decisions may be passed on

to SBRC for adjutation. In many cases, all that will be required is a brief
AAOAOEDOETT AAOGAA 11 OEA AEACI T OOEA MEAAOOO.
Photographs are acceptable and indeed helpfubut must be accompanied by a

written statement describing the circumstances of the recordlf accepted the

record may be included in the report for the year in which it was reported.

10
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Submissions received after the publication deadline for the year in which the

OAAT OA T AAODOOAA xEIT AA EAT A 1T OAO AT A ETAI
case of birds which are seen by many observerslease do notassume that others

have reported the occurrence. Every year we are unable itoclude records ofbirds

seen in Highland because none has made a submission to HRC foonsideration.

HRC considered6 submissions for birds(34 species and seven subpecies)seen
in 2023. G these,74 were acceptedand there werel3 cases for which insufficient
evidence was presented for the records to be acceptednly those observers who
submitted acceptable descriptions are listed below.

HRC record accepted for 2006:

Barred Warbler. (first-calendar year). Carse of Ardersier. 21 August (trappe
for ringing). David Philip.

HRC record accepted for 2022:

Long-tailed Skua: three juveniles Greenstone Point 26 September. Pro
JeremyWilson.

HRC records accepted for 2023:

Dark -bellied Brent Goose (first-calendar year). Tarbat Ness. 29 Octobe
Peter Stronach & Bob Swann.

European White -fronted Goose. Loch Fleet.20-21 March. Dean MacAskill.
European White -fronted Goose (adult). Udale Bay18 April. Craig Forsyth.
European White -fronted Goose (adult). Dornoch Links. 14 May. Dean
MacAskill.

Garganey (adult female). FortGeorge. 18 August. Colin Leslie.
Green-winged Teal (adult male). Alturlie Bay. 2 January24 March. David
Miller et al.

Green-winged Teal (male). Loch Eye. 7 Januafr$ February. Bob Swann &
Emma Adam.

Green-winged Teal (adult). Dalchork, Sutherland. 21 May. Dean MacAskill.
Green-winged Teal (adult male). Tain Links. 8 Novembei31 December. Dean
MacAskill, Bob Swann et al.

Green-winged Teal (adult male). The Mound. 21 November. Dean MacAskKil
Ring-necked Duck (drake). Acharacle, Lochaber. 12 Februarg March.
Unknown & Bob McMillan.

Ring-necked Duck (drake). Loch Eye, Easter Ross:-ZD March. Bob Swann.
Ring-necked Duck (drake). Loch Vaa, Strathspey. 20 Mareb2 April. Callum
Scott, Patricia Hayes et al.

Ring-necked Duck (female). Milton Loch, Boat of Garten. 27 Mareth May.
Pete Moore, John Poyner, Audrey Turner et al.

Ring-necked Duck (adult male). Loch Insh, Strathspey. 4 April. John Poyner

11
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Surf Scoter (2 males). Embo, Sutherland. 230 January. Dean MacAskill.

Surf Scoter (2 adult males).Dornoch. 7 November2 December. Dean
MacAskill & Al McNee.

Smew (redhead). Ardersier. 27 November. Hugh Addelese.

Common Crane (2 adults). Drumossie Muir, Culloden. 24 April. Michael Balmail
Common Crane (3 adults). Loch Assynt. 24 April. Carol & Steve Langfor
Little Ringed Plover (adult). Balnakeil, Sutherland. 6 May. Peter Stronach.
Little Ringed Plover (adult). The Mound, Loch Fleet.-14 May. Dean MacAskill
& Scott Wotherspoon.

Little Ringed Plover (adult). Dornoch. 1012 May. Dean MacAskKill.

Little Ringed Plover (adult). Undisclosed site, Badenoch & Strathspey. 123
May. Steve Broyd, Blair Whyte & Alan MacAskill.

4 AT 1 ET AE qa0ult)3Uindidciésed site, east of Great Glen. 7 July. Obser
withheld.

Pectoral Sandpiper. Allanfearn, Inverness. 2 August. Hugh Insley.

Grey Phalarope (first -winter). Tain. 22 September. Bob Swann.

Grey Phalarope. (first-winter). Strathy Point, Sutherland. 3 October. Dealf
MacAskill.

Grey Phalarope (adult). Chanonry Point, Black Isle. 2@1 October. Mary &
David Galloway, Kevin Davis et al.

Grey Phalarope (2). Shandwick Bay, Easter Ross. 23 October. Simon Levene
Grey Phalarope. Embo. 12 November. Dean MacAskill.

Mediterranean Gull (secondwinter). Coul Links, Embo. 17 July. Dea
MacAskill.

Mediterranean Gull (secondwinter). Brora. 24 September. Dean MacAskill.
Black Tern (juvenile). Brora. 14 September. Dean MacAskill.

Long-tailed Skua (2 juveniles). Brora. 18 September. Dean MacAskill.
Long-tailed Skua (juvenile). Dornoch. 23 September. Dean MacAskill.

White -billed Diver (adult). Brora. 11 April. Peter Stronach.

White -billed Diver (deceased adult). Helmsdale. 4 November. Bev Forbes, p
Recorder. Images posted on North Sutherland Facebook group.

, A AAE 8 OQ3)0AladreaflAlturlie. 21 October. Jon & Kate Clarke.  Video
Balearic Shearwater (adult). Tarbat Ness. 5 September. Dean MacAskill.
Balearic Shearwater . Brora. 10 September. Dean MacAskill.

Balearic Shearwater . Helmsdale. 17 September. Peter Stronach.

Balearic Shearwater . Brora. 18 September. Dean MacAskill.

Hobby (adult). Gruinard Bay, Wester Ross. 15 June. John Poyner & David Lin
Glossy lbis (2 sub-adults). Sleat, Skye 16 October. Karen MacAskill & Bol
McMillan.

Glossy lbis. Kessock Bridge, Inverness7 December. Tim Meredith. Field sketch
Great White Egret (adult). Roshven, Lochailort, Arisaig. 1280 October. Andrew
Dacre, lan MacKinnon, Ronnie Dyer et al. Same bird as at Arisaig below.
Great White Egret (adult). Arisaig. 12 October. lan MacKinnon.

Great White Egret (adult). Skibo, Sutherland. 15 OctobeBO November. Dean
MacAskill.

Great White Egret (adult). Kinbrace, Sutherland. 29 Novembed9 December.
Norrie Russell.

Great White Egret (adult). Fodderty, near Dingwall. 8 Decembedanuary

2024. Mike Thompson & Simon Cohen, per Recorder.

12




Great White Egret (adult). Dyke, Sutherland. 11 December. Paul Turner.
Probably same bird as at Kinbrace above.

Honey-buzzard (adult male). Achavandra Muir, Sutherland. 2 September.

Dean MacAskKill.

Honey-buzzard . Smithton, Inverness. 30 September. James Gordon.

Hobby (adult). Achavandra Muir, Sutherland. 2 September. Dean MacAskill.

Golden Oriole (deceased adult female). Brora. 14 May. Jane Wilson & J

Brough.

Wing of deceased bird picked up in garden; probably taken by Sparrowha
Red-backed Shrike (male). Whitebridge, east Invernessshire. 14 June. Mark|
Hindley
Continental Coal Tit (ssp.ater). Coul Links, Embo. 29 October. Dean MacAsk
Continental Coal Tit (ssp.ater). Tarbat Ness. 29 October. Peter Stronach.
Siberian Chiffchaff (ssp. tristis). Hilton of Cadboll, Easter Ross. 6 Januay
March. Emma Adam & Peter Stronach. Video footage also.

Siberian Chiffchaff (ssp.tristis). Ardmair campsite, Wester Ross. 31 Octobe
Andy Williams. Accepted as showing characters tistis.

Icterine Warbler (adult). Melvich, Sutherland. 3 June. Graham Crittenden.
Icterine Warbler (adult). Strathy, Sutherland. 1316 June. Harry Richardson
per Recorder. Video posted to Twitter.

Firecrest (male). Laide, Wester Ross. 11 November. Keuitartwell.

Yellow Wagtail (ssp. flavissimag adult). River Shiel, Acharacle. Q1 April.
Sandy McNeil.

Yellow Wagtail (ssp.flavissima adult male). Balnakeil. 6 May. Peter Stronach
Yellow Wagtail (ssp. flava, secondcalendaryear male). Balnakeil. 19 May

HRC records not proven for 2023 :

Taiga Bean Goosgdult) . Loch Fleet hide, Sutherlandl5 October.

Bean Goose Tundra(?) (15 adw). CarrRoad, Dulnain Bridge. 29 October.

Smew(2 drakes). Loch Tarff, Invernessshire. 5 December.

Little Ringed Plover (4). Kilchoan Acharacle, Lochaber12 July.

Spotted Redshank. Applecross Bay6 May.

Bittern. Loch Shin, Lairg. 31 December.

White Stork (adult). Garvie Bay, Wester Ross. 2 April.

Great White Egret. Balblair, Easter Ross. 2 November.

Roughlegged Buzzard édult). Near Whitebridge, Inverness21 January.

Hobby (adult). Insh Marshes, Badenoch. 26 September.

Sootted Flycatcher(adult) . Strath Dearn, east Invernesshire. 7 April.
Assessed due to exceptionally early date.

Scottish Crosshill(pair & 2 juveniles). Abernethy Forest, Strathspey20 May.
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Species and [notable subspecies] for which HRC requires

descriptions, as at January 2025:

[Dark-bellied Brent Goose]

Snow Goose

TaigaBean Goose

Tundra Bean Goose

White-fronted Goose (European race)

Egyptian Goose

Garganey(eclipse male lone female
& juv. only)

American Wigeon

Green-winged Teal

Ring-necked Duck

Surf Scoter

Ruddy Duck

Smew

Nightjar

Turtle Dove

Spotted Crake

Great Crested Grebe (except Moray Firth)

Red-necked Grebe

Black-necked Grebe

Avocet

American Golden Plover

Little Ringed Plover

AAT T ETAESO 30ETO

Buff-breasted Sandpiper

Pectoral Sandpiper

Red-necked Phalarope

Grey Phalarope

Spotted Redshank

3AAET A0 ' O1 1

Mediterranean Gull (immatures only)

Ring-billed Gull

Fr+ 00 1 GRT 60

Roseate Tern

Black Tern

Long-tailed Skua (juv. & imm. only)

White -billed Diver

Balearic Shearwater

Bold species delegated by SBRC

i) 11 Acdstof inv@rAeds) &REOOE

White Stork

[Continental Cormorant]

Glossy lbis

Spoonbill

Bittern

Honey-buzzard (except breeding)
Rough-legged Buzzard

Wryneck

Hobby (except breeding)
Ring-necked Parakeet

Redbacked Shrike

Great GreyShrike

Golden Oriole

Chough

Willow Tit

Bearded Tit

Shore Lark

0OAT 1 AGBO 7A0AT AO
Reed Warbler

Icterine Warbler

Barred Warbler

[Siberian Chiffchaff]

Firecrest

Rose-coloured Starling (except adult-
plumaged birds)

Bluethroat

Red-breasted Flycatcher

Yellow Wagtail (")
2EAEAOA8O O0EDPEOD
Olive-backed Pipit

Water Pipit

[Scandinavian Rock Pipit(except
coast north of Tarbat Ness)
Common Rosefinch

Parrot Crosshbill (*)

Scottish Crosshill(**)

Lapland Bunting

Corn Bunting (except core breeding area
11 U
Little Bunting

* SBRC species for Sutherland, Lochaber, Skye & Lochalsh [Sonagrams required]
** [Sonagrams required Submissions currently pended, awaiting clarification of

identification criteria]
A all races, exluding BBRC ssp.

The only changes from 2024 are that Great White Egret is removed from leshd Marsh
Warbler AT A "1 UOES8 O 2AAA 7AO0AT AO AOA OAET O
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Please note that no records of species which require consideration by HRC
will be published in the Highland Bird Report  unless backed up by an
accepted description . Note that t he HRCdescription list is revised annually.

Rare Breeding Birds Panel (RBBP): 2022 summary

An annual report on rare breeding birds in the UK is published by RBBP British
Birds.As well as records submitted through the County Records systemintludes
additional information such as that obtained from Raptor Study Groups, Wildlife
and Countryside Act Schedule 1 Licence Returns and individual records submitted
privately, and so it may be regarded as the definitive record of rare breeding birds.

Every effort is made to ensure consistency between the Breeding sskctions for
rare breeding birds in the systematic list in ourHighland Bird Reportand what is
published in the RBBP report for the year. However, as our publication date
precedes that of the RBBP report, any inconsistencies between the reports are not
published until our next report. We detail below RBBP figures which differ from
thosegiven inHighland Bird Reporfor 2022. As might be expected, for the reasons
given in the paragraph above, all or some of the RBBP numbers quoted below for
most species are larger than the equivalent numbers in our reports. In those
instances where thisis not the case, thédighland Bird Reporffigures are indicated

in brackets. These mostly relate to birds of prey and it appears that the RBBP
figures are incorrect, so they have been highlighted to the Panel, for correction.
SPAAEAO 1T OAAO A& 111 x0 OHighlend BiA ReportET  OE A
Whooper Swan: Two sites: two probable breeding pairs(HBR: one pair on 23
May and 7 June, also feral pairs at two sites on single dates.)

Shoveler: two sites, estimated 13 total pairs.
Wigeon: 13 sites, nine confirmed pairs, estimated 57 total pairs.

Ring-necked Duck: an agitated pair on 22 June, not seen subsequent({iBR:
pair also seen at this site on 30 June but not subsequently.)

Common Scoter: four sites, five confirmed pairs, 19 total pairs.

Goldeneye: 23 confirmed pairs, 48 total pairs.(HBR: 24 confirmed pairs, 50
probable pairs.)

Red-breasted Merganser: seven confirmed pairs, 49 total pairs, estimated 70
total pairs.

Capercalillie : 37 leks, 143 males.
Corncrake : seven singing males omainland.

Spotted Crake: no breeding records.(HBR: A bird calling at a previously
known site on Skye on 29 April.)
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Slavonian Grebe: 15 sites.
Dotterel : nine sites, 4 confirmed pairs, 21 total pairs.

4 AT 1 ET Atitd o pairs probably bred and a single bird was present in
suitable habitat at another site on 7 June.

Green Sandpiper : six sites, five probable pairs and one singing male.
Wood Sandpiper : 19 sites, four confirmed pairs, 39 total pairs.
Greenshank: 62 total pairs.

Little Tern : three sites, eight confirmed pairs, 17 young fledged.

Arctic Skua: 27 apparently occupied territories at one site (Handa) but no young
fledged.

Red-throated Diver: 14 confirmed pairs, 35 total pairs.
Black-throated Diver : six confirmed pairs, 24 total pairs.
Osprey: 74 confirmed pairs., 110 young fledgedHBR: 128+ young fledged.)

Golden Eagle: 56 confirmed pairs, 116 total pairs, 38 young fledged(HBR: 60
confirmed pairs, 117 total pairs, 36 young fledged.)

Goshawk: 11 confirmed pairs.

Hen Harrier : 28 confirmed pairs, 49 young fledged.

White -tailed Eagle: 59 confirmed pairs, 34 young fledged.

Long-eared Owl: eight confirmed pairs, nine total pairs, estimated 100 total pairs.
Short-eared Owl: four total pairs.

Merlin : 11 confirmed pairs, 30 total pairs.

Peregrine Falcon: 21 confirmed pairs, 52 total pairs, estimated 90 total pairs.
Crested Tit: 4 confirmed pairs, 24 total pairs.

Redwing: 16 sites: two confirmed breeding pairs, three probable breeding pairs,
one possible breeding pairs and 11 singing male@dBR: 18 sites)

Snow Bunting: Cairngorms: two confirmed breeding pairs, nine probable
breeding pairs, two possible breeding pairs and two singing males, West
Highlands: one probable breeding pair, one possible breeding pair and two singing
males. (HBR: Outside Cairngorms: pairs on Beinn Eighe and Ben Nevis,
possible breeding (singles) at five other sites.)

Reference:

Eaton, M. & the Rare Breeding Birds Panel. Rare Breeding Birds in the UK in
2022; British Birds 117, 591656.
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Addendum to 2011 HBR

Page36: The Ros§ O ' (AriseDrAssij records, previously accepted as Category
D, have been reassessed and are now acceptedCategory Aj.e.as wild birds.

Errat um and Addenda to 2022 HBR

Page 72:The statementin the status caption thatGreat Crested Grebe has bred
was erroneous, ad it was soin all Reportsbetween 2007 and 2021. The species
seems to have bred invirtually all mainland regions except Highland and the
nearest records have been in Moray &lairn and Aberdeenshire.

Page 110:
Long-tailed Skua: Three juveniles were at Greenstone Poinbn 26 September.

Pages 117-118: A number of records were belatedly accepted, as follows:

#1 OUB O 3 E @nk @shAnOrky@®oint on 30 August, three afarbat Ness on
3 September and one at Helmsdale ohSeptember.

21 July (not 12M), ninewere at Helmsdale on 5 September and eight were at Tarbat
Ness on 3 September.

Scotland’s Bird Club

Watching over our birds

The SOCS muard-winning publication

The Birds of Scotland Get your FREE

T . . copy when you
< The Birds . AR
‘lof Scotland y'\ join the SOC today

| and pay by direct debit!  :
Visit www the-soc.org.uk/membership

Email membership@the-soc.org.uk i
or phone us on (1875 871 330 to find out morel. 2

“Supiieh, A masi-haoe vesvece for v iasied i Seotlioals bivds
Chris Packham

Get the Club's Journal
ana Scotland's leading
ornithological publication,
‘Seotvish Birds' every quarter
when you join ue!

iSultble for wie on PL and Mae computersy

RRP £15 ine. LK P&P. Existing SOC members can purchase
one copy al the discounted price of £10 inc. UK P&,
A €2 pustage supplement applies ko nor DK addresses, U RS

&
=

N

GEEEL 2 sy

17



<

Highland weather in 202 3

This information was gleaned from the Met Office website and its weather maps
for the Highland region. Theanalysisrelates to longterm means in this area for
the period 199172020. Following last yeard Warmest year in the UK since 1884
2023 was the secondvarmest. Mean temperatures inHighland were between0.2
and 0.9C warmer than the longterm averagein the north, and 0.5 and PC
warmer in the south of the region. Rainfall wasslightly higher than average
around the Moray Firth,but somewhatlower in north Skye andmost of the west
mainland. Apart from in Badenoch & Strathspey, it wa$-10% sunnier than
normal, and even more so in Wester Ross.

January The meantemperature throughout Highland matchedthe Januarylong-
term average with the lowest temperature of-10°Crecorded at Drumnadrochit
on the 19th. As in 2022,it was a dull month in all but a few pockets in the east and
large parts of the west coast and islands experienced less tha@fd% of average
hours of sunshine. Rainfall mostly matched the lonterm average, althoughLoch
Glascarnoch in Rosshire saw 34cm of snow on the 181.9th.

February High pressure for most of Februarybrought mean temperatures to
around 2°C warmer than average forall of Highland. The settled pattern was
temporarily disrupted by Storm Otto, which gusted to 122mph on Cairn Gorm
summit on the 17th.It remained dull, with normal or below average rainfal, in
most of the region The exception was the northwest, whichhad the usual hours
of sunshine,but a 46mm downpour at Caskey onthe 2nd.

March Mean temperaturesin March were at least).5°Ccolder thanthe long-term

average over all of Highland, and 1.5-2.5 colder in areas north of Inverness.

Altnaharra was the coldest place on 9 March withl6°C. Unlike southern England,
which experienced an extremely wet and dulinonth, Highland had largely normal
rainfall and hours of sunshineParts of the west mainlandwere up 50% drier than
normal and Lochaber was somewhat sunnier

April Mean temperatures in April were largely in line with the longterm average.
Lochaber, Lochalsh and Skyevere the only area to be 0.51.5°C warmer than
normal. Conversely it was drier in most areasexcept Skye and Lochaber, and also
sunnier, except in parts of Badenoch & StrathspeyWester Ross and Sutherland
had up to 50% more hours of sunshine than normal.

May Highland was uniformly warmer than the long-term average for May by 0.5
1.59C, and more so in the southt was also drier, with less than a third of the long
term average rainfall in large parts of Lochaber, Lochalsh and Wester Ross
However, hours of sunshine matched the average throughout the region.

June The warmest June in the UK since recording began in 18&4ought mean
temperatures to at least 25°C abovethe longterm average everywhere in
Highland, and more than 3.5°C aboveaveragein Lochalsh All parts experienced
at least 50% more sunshine, whilanost of Rossshire, Lochalsh and western
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Sutherland had 70% more.Rainfall levels were normal, or up to 50% lower in
Badenoch & Strathspey and patches of Skye and the nostfest coast.

July In contrast to June, July was an unsettled monttalthough Highlandmean
temperatures were around the long-term average,or 19C cooler, mainly in the
eastern half.Most of Highland had normal amounts of sunshine, apart from NW
Sutherlandand Badenoch & Strathspey, which had below average. It was generally
wetter, and the SutherlandRossshire and BadenockhLochaber boundary areas
experienced nearly twice the normal rainfall.

August Another unsettled month, dominated by low pressure, raised mean
temperatures in Highlandfrom Skye southwardsby 0.5-1.5%Cabove the longterm
average whilst leaving most northwards areasin normal temperatures. Rainfall
amounts were largely normal, apart from pockets of slightly wetteweather in
north Sutherland, Invernessshire and Skye, and slightly drier in Lochalstours
of sunshine were also mostly normal, but slightly reduced in Lochaber, Badenoch
& Strathspey and part of Sutherland.

September An early September heatwavan Englandwas reflected to a lesser
degree throughout Highland, where mean temperatures wer@.5-1.5C warmer
than the longterm average and higher in the extreme southlt was also about
20% sunnierin most of Highland and more so in Rosshire, but increased rainfall
affectedthe region from Skye southwards and in coastal parts of the norttvest.

October Highland was different from most of the rest of the UKn October in that
mean temperaturesand hours of sunshine matchedhe long-term average.Even
the amounts ofrainfall were normal in most of the western half of the region
However, the wettest two-day period on record in Scotland on the 67th brought
severe flood warnings to parts of Aviemore and, later in thenonth, Storm Babet,
which caused exceptional flood damage in eastern Scotland, impacted the eastern
seaboard of Highlando a lesser degree

November Incursions of colder air in Novemberreduced mean temperatures
throughout Highland to 0.5 to 15°Cbelow the long-term averageand Altnaharra
recorded -7.1°Con the 16th. Regarding sunshine, the region was divided, with the
area from Skye northwards having up to 50% more than average, and more in
Wester Ross, while the soutkeast had upto 50% less. Most areas, apart from
around the Moray Firth,experienced 2550% lower the normal rainfall.

December The meantemperature in Decemberwas similar to the long-term

average with rainfall and hours of sunshine equal to or slightly above théong-
term average
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Review of the ornithological year 20 23

It was an exceptional year forboth rarities and breeding birds in Highland.
Although the speciestotal of 244 only equaled the past tenyear average an
additional 15 subspeciesvere recorded. American Herring Gull, Brown Booby and
Ovenbird were new species for Highland and Steppe Grey Shrilkexd Northern
Treecreeperwere new subspeciesalthough a previouslyaccepted record of the
latter appears not to have been assesselly any records panel Other notable
rarities were Harlequin Duck,! | PET A 3 xEAZOh 301 T A wddOIl Axh
records), White-winged Black Tern, Glossy Ibigtwo records), Beeeater, Golden
Oriole, Short-toed Lark, Citrine Wagtaih 2 E A E A GuAdBNOrth Aididad
Canada Goose of onef the rare subspeciednterior or parvipes There were six
OAAT OAO 1T A& # 1 andledpéak BoENAK £28 oA Shearwatetsit the
only record of Great Shearwater was, unusuallg January bird. In a remarkable
change of status there wereb1 records of Great White Egret andlthough the
actual number of indviduals will be much less,claims will no longer need a
description from 2025 - as recently as 200%he species was sufficiently rare that
claims were assessed by the BritisBirds Rarities Committee There was a good
autumn influx of Waxwingsbut only a single record of Pochard

Perhaps the most remarkable occurrence in 2023 was thapparent successful
breeding of a mixed pair ofPallid Harrier (male) and Hen Harrier (female),

although chicks of that nest were found by DNA testing not to be firgfeneration

hybrids. Another mixed pair, Great Northern and Blackthroated Divers,

summered but there was no evidence of breedingluthatches continued to spread
and a small colony ¢ Hawfinches probably breeding, was foundFieldfares also
probably bred,4 A1 | ET A E &i®eggsand it via®a bumper year fobreeding

Wood Sandpipers Seabirds enjoyed mixed fortunes but Fulmars continue to

decline.

A few species whit are usually recorded annually in Highland failed to put in an
appearance in 2023 Snow GooseAmerican Wigeon, King Eider, Roughlegged
Buzzard, Rednecked Grebe Turtle Doveand Rosecoloured Starling.

An erIy start to birding at Fort George. © Jon Clarke.
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Sutherland
by BobSwvann

Winter: Over-wintering Water Pipits remained at Dornoch Point at the start of
the year, with at least two present up to 2Qlanuary. TwoSurf Scoters were
located off Embo between 2@nd 30 January. Stretching the Sutherland boundary
a bit, a winter Great Shearwater seen in the Minch 32 miles NE of Rona on 24
January is worthy of note. Coming from the opposite directionlattle Auk was at
Loch Inchard on 29 January. February did not produce much in the way of notable
sightings, but Dornoch Point did record its highest winterSnow Bunting count
with 50 on the 6th.

Spring: Early March saw some large aggregations 8kylark, with 210 at Dornoch
Point on 8 March and about 400 at Brora riveimouth four days later. On 21 March,
amongst the goose flocks in the Loch Fleet area,Gzeenland White -fronted
Goosewas found along with two European White -fronted Geese. On 25 March
Little Gull numbers peaked at 30 at Brora rivermouth and three Scandinavian
Rock Pipits, moulting into summer plumage, were also present. On the same date
a Great Grey Shrike at Lubcroy, Strath Oykel vas a good find. On 2 April &igh
count of 14 Grey Plover was present at Dornoch Point. Off Brora, 11 March
produced yet another springWhite -billed Diver . FourStock Dovesnear Lairg on
20 April were less expected and may be indicative of range expansion. Spring
sightings of Hawfinch appear to be becoming more regular, so single birds at
Melness on 22 April and Tongue on 26 April were perhaps to be expected. Tongue
also hosted aBlack Redstart on 23 April. Two unexpected records from the
north-west were three Cranes at Loch Assynt on 24 April and a\uthatch at
Scourie on 30 April. Migration continued into May, with a&reen Sandpiper at
Loch Fleet on 3 May, Bloopoe at Gordonbush also on 4 May, with presumably the
same bird near Kinbrace four days later, Havissima Yellow Wagtail at Balnakell
on 6 May, aHawfinch at Talmine on 10 May, &itrine Wagtail at Balnakeil from
13-15 May, anotherYellow Wagtail , but this time aflava, also at Balnakeil on 19
May and finally the wing of a predatedsolden Oriole in agarden at Brora on 14
May. Over the same period there was a small influx bittle Ringed Plovers, with
singles at Balnakeil on 6 May, the Mound, Loch Fleet ofil4 May and Dornoch on
10-14 May. Other waders of note were &ittle Stint at Dornoch Point on 1014
May andRuff at Balnakeil on 13 and 30 May. A drak&reen-winged Teal was a
nice surprise at Dalchork, Loch Shin on 21 May andBee-eater was a good find
at Helmsdale on 28 May.

Summer/Breeding: Three Red-necked Phalarope s were present at a site in SE
Sutherland in May and, later in the summer,twd A1 | ET A E 6were présent O O
at another confidential Sutherland siteThirteen new Wood Sandpiper siteswere
found, additional to the 11 regular sitesDuring May also,Tree Sparrows were
proven to be breeding at Durness. Alcterine Warbler was singing at Melvich on

3 June and was subsequently reported at Strathy from 13 until 16 June. At
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Dalhalvaig, Strath Halladale d.esser Whitethroat was singing on 14 June. A
bizarre record on 26 June involved &ooty Shearwater reported from an inshore
location near Loch Croispol. In July a singlBrent Goose was found summering
on Dornoch Point. Both Shoveler and Gadwall were found with broods at
Balnakeil during the month. Signs of birds starting to move came with a
Mediterranean Gull at Coul Links on 17 July, Bong-tailed Skua off Brora on 23
July and singleCurlew Sandpipers at Brora on 29 July andStrathy Pools on 30
July. AHarlequin Duck photographed at Loch Fleet on 5 August was a real
surprise, but unfortunately only lingered until next day. Interesting seabird
movements comprised a single# T OU8 O 3 E &fABioraAo® AT August,
followed by six near Helmsdale on 18 August. Next dagl Sooty Shearwaters
were counted from Helmsdale and a juvenildong-tailed Skua was seen off
Dornoch Point. Passerine movements included a singlRied Flycatcher at
Balchrick, Sutherland on 2728 August.

Autumn: A good raptor day at Achavandra Muir was 2 September, when both a
Honey Buzzard and a Hobby were recorded. On 8 September 116@reylag
Geesewere counted at Loch Fleet, an indication of how large the local resident
population of SE Sutherland currently is. Off Brora, a singialearic Shearwater
was observed on 10 September, whilst on 14 September there was a juvenile
Black Tern . On 18 September, two juvenileéong-tailed Skuas were off Dornoch
plus another Balearic Shearwater , whilst on same date tvo Balearics were also
recorded off HelImsdale. On 23 September, another juvenil®ng-tailed Skua was
off Dornoch and aMediterranean Gull was at Brora. Migrant passerines were
particularly scarce in September, but singléesser Whitethroats were present at
Balnakeil on 23 September and further down the coast at Sheigra on 30
September. Seabirds were on the move on 3 October, with3aA AET A pstx ' Ol |
Pomarine Skuas and 86 Sooty Shearwaters off Strathy Point, and another
3AAET AAO 20REA /efSheigiabn the same daff ¥llow -browed
Warbler at Melvich on 7 October was the only record of this species for 2023. A
Green Woodpecker at Dornoch on 8 October was an excellent Sutherland record.
On 13 October aHoopoe was found near Durness. From 15 October to 30
November a Great White Egret was present at Skibo. On 17 October 120
Barnacle Geese, probably from the Svalbardpopulation, were at Dornoch. There
was a good movement oPomarine Skuas on 18 October, with 11 passing Brora.
On 21 October twoHawfinches were found during a storm at Rogart. On 23
October a lateRuffand a0 . T OO E ! dadadnfsAckdof@ither the interior or
parvipesracex AOA DOAOGAT O AO " Al T ADOEIADT BT "O¢ 1 IEET
was trapped and ringed at Melvich. On 2 November B®%axwings were present

in Golspie, part of a big eruptionGreat Grey Shrikes were recorded at Strath of
Kildonan on 4 November and Loch Loyal on 28 November.Gsey Phalarope was
off Dornoch Point on 12November and during early November stormsa dead
White -billed Diver waswashed ashorenear Helmsdale.

Early Winter: During November into early December, two adult maleSurf
Scoters were present off Dornoch and a female was seen on 11 November. A
Water Pipit was back at Dornoch Point from 28 November until 5 December,
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whilst from 29 November until 19 December a singleGreat White Egret was
reported between Kinbrace and Dyke.

Ross-shire
by Pete Gordon

Winter: At least one birder was active on the < of January but a couple of
Gannets and 50 Golden Plovers at Tarbat Ness were the only records of note.
Next day, the overwintering Green-winged Teal was picked out amongst 750
Teals at Tain, where it remained, with incursions to nearby Loch Eye, until 7
March. AChiffchaff was found at Avoch on 3 and another at Hilton of Cadboll
seen betweenl1l January into March was of the Siberian race ristis. Five
Blackcaps were alsofound in this district before any migrants arrived. ALesser
Black-backed Gull was noted on 2nd, at the somewhat unusual location of
Achnasheen and &Kingfisher AOECEOAT AA OT 1T AT TA80 AAU
January. Although Starlings remain widespread, large flocks are a thing of the past
and a paltry 500 at Shandwick on # was the maximum count. Although probably
a winter resident, the Viking Gull (Glaucous x Herring Gull) at Ullapool was
reported only on 9 Januaryz its similarity to an adult Glaucous Gull is a test of
identification prowess! On 15 January flocks of 21€ieldfares at Killen and 300
Skylarks at Tarbat Ness were the largest of the period. Alson that date the first
Skylark song was heard, at Upper Knockban. Counting flocks is a staple of January
birding and 23 Long-tailed Tits were noted at Courthill on 28" with 32
Blackbirds there next day. On 28 January 5SRittiwakes and at least 50Carrion
Crows were seen at Dingwall. A ceordinated January count oRed Kites at roost
sites logged 116 birds in Rosshire. On 3 February two Glaucous Gulls were
reported at Ullapool and aMediterranean Gull was at nearby Ardmair three days
later. At Heathmount near Tain, on 10th 42 Hooded x Carrion Crows suggest
that the vast majority of claimedHooded Crows on the east coast are hybridg it

is likely that these species will soon be r@amalgamated. On 12 February 30
Shovelers were unearthed at Loch Eye and a magnificent 15Greenfinches
counted at Rosemarkie, indicating some recovery from trichomonosis to which
they are particularly susceptible. Next day tallies of 8&oal Tits, 59 Great Tits
and 13Robins near Tain and 41House Sparrows at Kildary were reported. The
only winter record of Short-eared Owl was made on 18 at Tarbat Ness, where
19 Black Guillemots were seen on 2%. As a norflocking wader, Woodcock is
seriously under-reported and 10 at Morangie Forest on 23 is the unremarkable
peak count. Not soScaup and the 1420 in the Cromarty Firth on 28 was an
unprecedented count. Next day there were an impressive 250Razorbills at
Tarbat Ness and d.ittle Auk there was the aly one of this period. On 26, 72
Red-throated Divers were at that site but 64 Hooded Crows at Heathmount,
Tain on 28 February are remarkable for an east coast location.

Spring: Yellowhammers peaked at 40 on 7 March at Tain and next dayRing-
necked Duck was picked out amongst 11(rufted Ducks at nearby Loch Eye. Two
Iceland Gulls were at Ardmair on 10" and 77 Whooper Swans were counted at
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Loans of Fearn on 15 March. Threllandarin Ducks were seen at Kiltarlity on 23
March but the flock of, presumably feral, birds at Garve seems to have
disappeared. Spring seemingly commenced next day when thr&andwich Terns
were seen at Tarbat Ness. By contradBrent Geese peaked at 40 at Rosemarkie
on 26" and 801Kittiwakes at Tarbat Ness were precisely counted on 31 March.
A Glaucous Gull was at Ullapool on 2 April and 500@Pink -footed Geesewas the
peak count at Udale Bay on % That day a singingBlackcap at Tain Moor
suggested spring was on its way, as did a count of Buffins from the Ullapool
ferry on 7 April. Two Russian White -fronted Geese were identified at Udale Bay
on 18h and next day the firstGreenland Wheatear was seen at Tarbat Ness. The
only report of the returning Ruddy Shelduck was at Dingwall on 22 April.
Common Scoters peaked at 3940 at Portmahomack on 2B and a couple of
Hawfinches were found at Kildary on 30 April.A flock of 30Whimbrels at Red
Point on 1 May was a welcome sight butat so aMute Swan with suspected avian
flu at Udale Bay next day. Tw@Vhitethroats were at Old Shandwick on 3 May
when a pair ofWhooper Swans displayed at Achanalfbut they did not stay. The
well-watched Udale Bay delivered an escapdgar-headed Goose on 5" and a
Russian White -fronted Goose next day. Twolittle Terns put in an appearance
at Alness Bay on 22 May.

Summer: No migrants of note were reported in June, when attention turns to
breeding birds. Dunlin numbers were at eightyear low at Sallachy with only 46
territories and 21 territorial Greenshanks were found there. At Invergordon 104
Common Tern nests were counted but productivity was low with avian flu rife.
Three Whooper Swans put in an unseasonal appearance at Tain on 23A Pied
Flycatcher was at Loch Kinellan on 3 July, the returnin@ommon Rosefinch set
up territory at Muir of Ord between 7 and 14" July and 500Starlings were
counted at Portmahomack on 18. Migrant Tree Pipits are under-recorded but
one was at Evanton on 26 July and two days later 8wifts and 42 Pied Wagtails
were reported at Dingwall. A summesplumaged " T T ADAOOAgdated ' Ol |
Ullapool on 31July.

Autumn: The moulting Canada Gooseflock at Udale Bay peaked at 300 on 1
August and 41Little Grebes were counted at Loch Eye on®. Twenty pairs of
Ospreys fledged at least 39 chicks and fivéloney-buzzard sites were checked
but only two singletons seen. Counters at Udale Bay noted 1@andwich Terns
on 12t 325 Redshanks next day and a couple oRuffs on 14th, increasing to five
later that month. The onlyLittle Stint was at Balintore from 17 August to the 2%
and two Curlew Sandpipers were at Fortroseon 18". ABrown Booby , the first
for Highland, was seen by two observers at Tarbat Ness on 18 August and two
Pied Flycatchers were there next day. The Ullapool ferry can be good for seeing
seabirds and 20Arctic Skuas were logged there on one midAugust crossing. A
Redstart near Tain on 229 was the last Highland record and 1Ring Ouzelswere
noted on the north Strathfarrar hills next day. FouRuffs at Red Point on 30th was
a good west coast sightingStorm Petrels are difficult to see from a moving ferry
so 175 noted on an Uapool crossing on 2 September were noteworthy. Aittle
Gull was at Chanonry Point on B and next day the last HighlandCuckoo was at
Inver, when aBalearic Shearwater passed at Tarbat Ness. As in spring there was
only one report of theRuddy Shelduck, at Dingwall on 11 September. 800 eals
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were noted at Tain that day, &Glaucous Gull was seen at Ullapool and the only
east coasiceland Gull was at Udale Bay. A A A A E 6 Owa®ideqified from the
Ullapool ferry on 11t and next day theViking Gull was resighted at the harbour.
43 Little Grebes were also counted at Loch Eye that day and tw&urlew
Sandpipers were at Udale Bay. The Ullapool ferry crossing delivered 428ooty
Shearwaters on 130 and another, A A A E 8 Owa$ skdéb OrX1B. But it was the
east coast that then produced notableeabirds with# | OU8 O 3 E A&tAvoechA OA OO
on 14t and Chanonry Point next day, 1Arctic Skuas at Chanonry Point on 1%
and 1500Gannets at Tarbat Ness on 28. Pink -footed Geese arrived mid-month
with 3500 at North Kessock on 16 September, the lagurlew Sandpiper was at
Tain on 26" and there were counts at Portmahomack of 58louse Sparrows on
25t and 350Linnets on 28 SeptemberA Great Crested Grebe at Loch Eye on 3
October was an unusual (for Highland) inland record and, amongst 26Rufted
Ducks, four Pochards there on 17" was the only Highland record. 34.ong-tailed
Tits were counted at Chanonry Point on'8and four Brent Geese of the rare dark-
bellied race were at Udale Bay on 1. A couple ofVhimbrels at Strathcarron that
day were the last for Highland. Geese are a staple of Highland birdwatching in
October and 8300Pink -footed Geese were logged at Udale Bay on X2with 120
Barnacle Geesethere on 17 and another 300 at Tarbat Ness also on that day. 75
Goldfinches charmed one observer at Portmahomack on 5 Snow Buntings are
often seen on our high hills but seldom reported so seven on Ben Wyvis ontlig

a welcome record and an unkindness of 2RRavens was noted at Heights of
Dochcarty next day. There was a flurry ofGrey Phalaropes with singles at
Chanonry Point (2222nd), Tain (22nd) and two at Balintore on 23d. Two Little
Gulls were at Chanonry Point on 19 October and up to 3Black Guillemots at
Portmahomack later in the month. 48Blackbirds were at Tarbat Ness on 20
October, 30Robins at Hilton of Cadboll on 22d and 2 Common Redpolls at
Tarbat Ness that day but it was a poor autumn for passerine migrants with no
Yellow -browed Warblers at all. Four Blackcaps were at Tarbat Ness on 2®ut
rarity finders had to be content that day with a frostyNorthern Treecreeper and
aNorthern Bullfinch . At Inver on 24 there were 65 Twites and hunters of rare
subspecies identified a0. T OOE | GakadaEAdséoBeither the interior or
parvipesrace at Tarbat Ness next day. 500Vhooper Swans were noted at Fearn
on 26 October but 26Yellowhammers at Tarbat Ness was a disappointing peak
count. More welcome were 58NVaxwings at Ullapool on 30", 500 Chaffinches at
Redcastle that day and another 88Vaxwings at Fortrose on 35t

Early Winter: SingleLittle Auks were seen at Rosemarkie and Portmahomack
during the first week of November, aBlack Redstart at Hilton of Cadboll on 2d
was the only Highland record of the autumn and 100Waxwings were at
Rosemarkie on 3 November. Flocks dlack -throated Divers are regular on the
west coast but 30 at Aultbea on 7 November was a good count. The returning
Green-winged Teal , re-found at Tain on 8", remained into 2024. 500Fieldfares
were at Eathie Mains on 8 November and 1000 mixed finches at Redcastle held 50
Bramblings on 18h. Two Little Gulls were at Portmahomack on 15 November
and the lastArctic Skua of autumn was at Tarbat Ness on 17T.

The only scarce bird in December was @reat White Egret near Dingwall on 8"

Z even a couple of years ago it would have seemed remarkable to describe this
species in such termsz but, surprisingly, no Little Egrets were seen. More
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mundane fare were 250Skylarks at Hilton of Cadboll on 3 December with 17
Grey Partridges there on 8" and 20Reed Buntings at Loch Eye on 20 December.
At Nigg Bay there were 78Brent Geese and 250 Pintails on 171, 1070 Wigeons
were counted at Tain that day as well as 145Rnots at Inver Bay. On the last day
of the year there was an unusual record of 23 storrdriven Common Scoters on
Loch Eye.

Inverness District
by Al McNee

Winter: The year 2023 in Inverness District started well, through the usual
combination of yearlisting enthusiasm and significant counting of waders and
wildfowl. In the first category and by the end of the first week of the year,
Kingfisher , Water Rail , Great Crested Grebe and Corn Bunting had all been
reported, the latter perhaps most important and encouraging, given its precarious
position as a breeding species in Highland, but seen in many locations in the east
of the district throughout the year. In the second category, on 2 January,eth
i TT OE8O OAOAGréen-wihgddATeal , Ad Oekn noted at Alturlie and
this bird was present until spring was imminent. By the middle of January, most
wader counts had been unspectacular, with only 1108not catching the eye, but
goose andduck counts were at solid numbers, includingPink -footed Goose
totalling 3500 and Wigeon nearly 1000. The only significantount of Waxwings

in Highland during this period was noted at Smithtonwith over 40 on 11 January
and, next day, about 10(Redwings were seen at Gollanfield. Just over a week
later, another good thrush count was made between Wester and Easter Dalziel
when 100 Fieldfares were found. The last10 days of January ended with
(ECEI AT A8 O Comron @rosébills)sd, anhdA&f Brambli ngs, 50, both at
Craigs Phadrig and Dunain, plus 7@oldfinches at Milton of Culloden. Into
February, further sightings of district scarce species were recorded, such as the
single Shoveler at Alturlie on the 3rd, aSnow Bunting in Glen Affric on the 13th,

a further 15 Bramblings at Drumnadrochit on the 17th, and the 138rent Geese

at Whiteness on the 27th. Early February brought good counts &edshank and
Dunlin at Merkinch and Castle Stuart, respectively, with a quiet spell following,
highlighted by the single Glen AffriSnow Bunting on the 13th, sixMagpies a day
later at Gollanfield, another record that substantiates the spread of a species that
used to be very scarce in the district, and dack Snipe at Loch Flemington.As
February concluded, the count of 55(Rooks at Whiteness was notable.

Spring: The 9th day of March saw the firstOsprey arriving in the Beauly Firth, a

herald of the seasons changing. While the presence of over déng-tailed Ducks

on 17 March at Alturlie could be classed as predictabl¢he two Gadwalls at

Bunchrew next day could not, with only a single further record in spring the
AlT1TxETC 117T1T0E O AAOI ET ET Cfuhér EeportsoD AAEA OB
paired Kingfishers 1 T AAT 1 U AT A OEA UAAQ%KIG aldRCEAOO Al
more Lesser Redpolls was recorded at Craig Dunain orthe 19th. A day earlier,

the first Slavonian Grebes were noted at Loch Ruthven and a fine flock of nearly

50 Black-tailed Godwits were seen at Bunchrew. A first recorded singing

Chiffchaff on 22 March, also at Loch Ruthven, was later than expected, something
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that could be said for theGreat Grey Shrike at Loch Ashie a day later, but perhaps
this excellent record was of an earlymigrating bird. It is normally April that sees

the first of our genuine Africanwintering summer breeders arrive, but Loch Ashie

was the site for one on 29 March, with &louse Martin , after which the other such
species piled in. EarlyE OE AZEO0O0OO AEOOOEAO OAAT OAO

Redstarth OEA p x OE & Gedgel Wabtbler AD @QE GDXEIA onmnOEGO 7E

Spotted Flycatcher . On tre other side of the coin, May saw the first recorded
Grasshopper Warbler on the 1st andWhitethroat on the 4th, both at Merkinch,
where, on the same daya Garden Warbler was an exceptional record for this
location. The sixCuckoos at Loch Knockie on 11 May is certainly worth a mention.
In this period, there was a good range of less than common birds in Inverness
District, including the first of two Marsh Harriers on 4 April at Tomatin, then two
Common Cranesat Loch Ruthven on 23 April and a fine summeplumagedLittle
Stint at Alturlie on 22 May, and the first of two district MunrobaggingDotterels

on the 28th, in Strathfarrar.

Summer/Breeding: A wide range of specieswas recorded as having bred
successfully, some resident and others visitors, and these includeéghelduck,
Mandarin Duck , Teal, Red-breasted Merganser , Red-legged Partridge , Swift,
Stock Dove, Water Rail, Ringed Plover, Curlew, Little Tern , Red-throated
Diver, Tawny Owl, Kingfisher , Jay, Crested Tit, Treecreeper, Stonechat,
Wheatear, andCorn Bunting . This is a combination obreeding species unlikely
to be matched anywhereelse in the United Kingdom. That list excludeQualil,
Greenshank and Dotterel , all of which very probably also bred successfully.
Having said that, perhaps the most unlikely single breeding record was of a pair of
Common Gulls that raised young successfully in a conifer tree in a garden in
Inverness! During this period, further interesting sightings were made: a fine male
Red-backed Shrike at Whitebridge on 14 June; 8rent Goose at Fort George on

6 July; and 455wifts at Smithton on 28 July. As we headed for autumnPamarine
Skua at Fort George and &ectoral Sandpiper at Allanfearn were logged in early
August, the latter a truly rare district species. Waders can peak at this time and
include scarcer species, amonghich were the singleRuff in early August, plus 71
Ringed Plovers and 400 Oystercatchers, all at Whiteness, with 130Sanderling
and 200 Lapwing at Alturlie also noted. Offshore hereabouts, at least 70
Razorbills were enjoying good feeding. Wildfowl! sighting around this time
included a femaleGarganey at Fort George and seve@adwall at Alturlie,,a locally
high count. By mid-month, a secondLittle Stint had been seen on the 17th, this
time at Whiteness, where the 30th saw an exceptional five juveniles. Coastal
OAAT OAO ET AOGEOAAIT U AT 1 ET #otkbi9 WHimbrelGaL OO0 h
Fort George and a singl&ingfisher at Ardersier on the 29th underline that, but
anywhere can turn up good recordsas the lucky observer in the Strathfarrar hills
surely felt on seeing 11Ring Ouzels on 23 August.

Autumn: Three days into the season, 58and Martins gathered at Dochgarroch
around the same number ofCarrion Crows . Two days later,Teal, Redshank and
Knot had gathered in big numbers at Milton of Culloden. On 13 September, 38
Goosanders were noted at Seafieldand 600Pink -footed Geesewere present at
Ardersier. Final warbler sightings for the year included &Vhitethroat at Carse of
Ardersier on the 15th, thenSpotted Flycatcher at Kirkhill and Wood Warbler at

27



.

=

Culloden House on the following day, the latter a bird seldom reported in the
district. Also on the 16th, 650Starlings roosted at UHI, Inverness, with 28Black -

tailed Godwits AO | OAAOOEAO 1T A@O AAU8 4EA 111O0E
with a further two, a juvenile Curlew Sandpiper at Whiteness and aHoney
Buzzard over Smithton. With autumn in full swing, it was no surprise to see
thrush numbers building up, but the 200Mistle Thrushes and 2000Redwings in

Strath Dearn on 9 October were exceptional tals, somewhat dwarfing in scale

the singleBrambling and final Willow Warbler there! Loch Flemington hosted

18 Snipe on the 15th beside sixJack Snipes, the latter another exceptional figure

for the district. Two days later, aGreat Crested Grebe on Loch Ashie was at a far
from-usual location for this scarce species. The rush of notable sightings at this

time continued with a Little Auk , Grey Phalarope and, AAAE 8 § aloid OOA|
Ardersier Bay in the third week, with both Brent Geese and aShort-eared Owl

around at this time, a remarkable suite of birds. An Inverness location had a
Hawfinch during the final week of October, a bird that had first been noted there

nearly three weeks earlier. November began well, with a very rare species for the
district, Firecrest, sighted in Fort Augustus and &reat Crested Grebe in the

Beauly Firth. TwoVelvet Scoters were spottedon 11 Novemberoff Alturlie, afar

from regular location. Raptors featured well in Strath Dearn in early November,

with 25 Buzzards on the 7th and awhite -tailed Eagle and 15Red Kites on the

15th. ACommon Redpoll was present at Culloden on 21 November. Aorthern

Bullfinch x AO EAAOA O0OO0OOIi PAOET ¢c6 AO #OAEC OEAAOE

¢]
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Early Winter : After all that excitement, it might have been anticipated that a quiet
061 O OEA UAAOB8O AT A xi O1 A 1.AdeBSiérivasAOO OEAC
again the location for an outstanding species, this time a femafmew on 27

.1 OAT AR08 4EA AE GoowBuiihgsGor dhedide was iableCat | A
Coignafearn on 5 December, but the rast¢ sighting was two days later, when a
single Glossy Ibis was seen from the Kessock Bridge, unfortunately not a bird that
hung around. On 10 December, 30Qesser Redpolls were at Ruthven, an
outstanding total, although the 60 in Strathfarrar is also worthy of mention. As the

year drew towards its close, more god sightings were made, not least th&hort-

eared Owl at Beauly on the 19th and anothe€Common Redpoll at Strath Dearn

on the 28th. Hogmanay saw birders still out, noting good numbers afpwing,
Shelduck, Wigeon and Pink -footed Goose, with a wintering Blackcap in a
garden in Culloden concluding an outstanding birdingear in Inverness District.

Badenoch & Strathspey
by David Bain

Winter: On 1 JanuaryB0 Siskinswere at the Spey Dam; six days lateBullfinches
there peaked at 20 birds;24 were present at Insh Marshes on 23 JanuanAn
overwintering female Ring-necked Duck was on Loch Morlich on 7 January, but
visited other lochs in the district, including Loch Vaa, between 25 February and 4
May. Balliefurth had 2000 Pink -footed Geese on 9 January, the same day on
which a very surprising but reliable record came from Drumguish, of &ommon
Sandpiper! A large flock ofLinnets at Balliemore, Nethy Bridge on 1@anuary
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numbered 650 birds while, a month later on 10 February, an even larger flock of
1000 was at Muckerach, Abernethy. Twiceland Gulls were seen at Aviemore on
12 January, followed by a single at Loch Insh the next day and another single at
Creag na Sanais, Laggan on 24 Januadn 12 Januaryl8 Waxwings were at
Aviemore. Blairgorm East near Nethy Bridge had 90wite on 13 JanuaryThree
Tree Sparrows were seen at feeders in Nethy Bridge on 19 January, staying for
several days. AStonechat was at Balsporran, Dumochter on 20 January while
next day, Balliemore near Nethy Bridge had 100Lesser Redpolls. Loch Insh
hosted a wintering flock of 27Canada Geeseon 29 JanuaryOn 1 February, 250
Lapwing were back at Balliefurth, followed by 200 at Insh Marshes on the 18th;
numbers at Dell of Killiehuntly peaked at 256 on the 25thOn 13 February 13
Oystercatchers returned to Insh Marshes, increasing to 45 birds on the 18tfi.en
Great-spotted Woodpeckers were seen in the Abernethy to Loch Garten area on
the 15th. The first repott of returning Curlew came from Loch Garten area on the
18th; 23 were at Balliefurth on the 20th and 20 at Insh Marshes on the 21st. A
more impressive inland count of 191 birds came from Carr Road on 22 March.
EightCormorants were at Balavil on 20 February, the same day as the first singing
Siskin was heard, in Aviemore. The first report oDipper courtship display came
from Grantown-on-Spey on the 21st.

Spring: The first report of Golden Plover came from Dell of Killiehuntly on the
13th when 200 were present.Red-throated Divers were seen on Lochs Garten,
Insh and Morlich from the 17th and next day, the firstSand Martins were back at
Loch Insh Numbers rose to 22 birds on the 22nd, reaching 600 by 12 April. Single
Chiffchaffs were in song at Kingussie on the 18th, then at Grantowon-Spey by
the 25th. On the 21st85 Whooper Swans roosted at Skye of Curr and on the 24th
a pair of Ringed Plover s were at Dalwhinnie. On the 27th, at a higher elevation,
the first report of Ring Ouzel came from Creag Dhubh, north of Kingussie. On the
30th, 92 Whooper SwansOT | OOAA AO A EEIT 17T AE AO
two Pied Wagtails at Gaick were exhibiing territorial behaviour. Single
Swallows were reported from Aviemore and Avielochan on 1 April, with another
at Loch Garten on the 5thGreen Woodpeckers were calling between Boat of
Garten and Coylumbridge on the 2nd, the same day on which the first reported
Willow Warbler, in song, was heard at Loch GarterOn the 4th, 26 Lesser
Redpolls were at Auchnagallin, Grantowron-Spey, Loch Insh had a drakeRing-
necked Duck, while four House Martins were reported at the Highland Wildlife
Park. A report of aMlute Swan on a nest at Boat of Garten, on the 8th, was the first
in the district. Tree Pipits were present in Rothiemurchus on the 9th, about the
usual arrival date. TwoWhimbrel s, the first for the year, were at InshiMarshes on
the 13th. Grantownon-Spey hadhree sightings ofsingle Black Redstarts on the
16th, two days ahead of the firsRedstart on the 18th, at Loch Garten. The first
reported Grasshopper Warbler was at Inshriach Nursery on the 23rd. On the
29th, six Common Redpolls were seen on Creag Meagaidfhe first Swifts were
seen at Kingussie on May. ALittle Ringed Plover was seen at a Badenoch &
Strathspey site on the 12thand 13th, with two birds present on the 14thand 16th.
On the 12th 20 Common Sandpipers were at the Spey Dam. The first and only
report of Brambling, scarcein the district over the Winter/Spring period, was of
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a single bird at Nethy Bridge on the 12thThree Water Rail were reported at Loch
an Spioraid, southeast of Nethy Bridge on the 28th.

Summer/ Breeding: The first fledged young Greenfinches were seen at
Drumguish on the 6 May, then the first Goldeneye broods were noted at
Bognacruie, Abernethy on 14 May. The firdtapwing chicks were seen at the Spey
Dam on the9th. A singingGarden Warbler was at Loch Pityoulish on the 10tiy
12th. The first Common Tern was seen at Grantowron-Spey on the 11thand
adults carrying food were seen there on 20 Juné&cubating Snipe were noted at
Nethy Bridge on 15May. The firstGoosander ducklings were seen at Nethy Bridge
on 20 May. Proven breeding oRing Ouzel came from the Cairngormsand Creag
Meagaidh on 25 MayOn 2 June, two broods dfVigeon were at Duthil and three
broods at DulnainBridge. A drake Garganey was with eight Teals on Loch nan
Cnapan, Carn ban Mor on 3une the same day as the first confirmed record of
Quail came from Tullochgorum, Boat of Garten.Recently fledged young
Greenshank were found north of Dalwhinnie on the 3rd.Blackcap breeding was
more successful than in recent years, with fledged young seen at eight sites at
Aviemore between 3 June and 8 August. Singingesser Whitethroats were
recorded at Torr Alvie on the 3rd andon the 13th at Carrbridge. SeverDunlin s
were at the Spey Dam on the 4th, the same day thihtee Green Sandpipers were
in South BadenochA pair of Canada Geesewas at the Spey Dam with a small
brood on 4th. ASpotted Flycatcher carrying food was seen at Loch Garten on the
6th. On the 12th, a nest with youngsreenshank was found near Dulnain Bridge.
On the 12th, a singing male&short-toed Lark was recorded at 1180 metres on
Braeriach. The first fledged youngTree Pipits were at Aviemore on the 14th A
Hoopoe was at Rothiemurchus on the 201. Successful breeding dullfinches at
Anagach Woods was proven on the 3d, but the only evidence ofGarden
Warbler breeding was a bird carrying food in Abernethy Forest on 29 Junkhad
obviously beena good breeding year foiSiskin, as200 were at Tulloch Moor on 6
Julyand 100, mainly juveniles, were at Ballochbuie, Invertromie onthe 13th. The
last report of recently fledged Snipe at Gaick Lodge was on the 8th. Recently
fledged youngJayswere at Drumguish onthe 11th. A pair of Curlew s with two
fledged young wasby the River Truim on the1l8th.Whinchats, eight juveniles and
five adults together, were at Drumguish onthe 22nd. A postbreeding flock of 13
Ring Ouzel, mostly juveniles was noted on Creag Meagaidh aihe 28th. The last
record of Dotterel for the year from this district was a single bird in the
Cairngorms on 5August Sixty Swifts over Aviemore on the 7th wasthe highest
count in district. Two Ringed Plover chicks were noted at Dalwhinnie on the 8th
and a brood of recently fledgedMoorhen chicks was seen at Grantowson-Spey
on the 10th. On the 11th52 Canada Geesewere at Insh Marshes. AVater Rail
was seen at Dulnain Bridge on the 14th and the last report &fedstart came from
Rothiemurchus on the 15th.Thirty Pied Wagtails were at Balgowan on the 20th,
the same date on which the last report of recently fledge8ong Thrush chicks
came from Laggan. Amazingly, newly fledgeBlackbirds were seen there two
days later. Four Ruff were at Insh Marshes onthe 26th. A Nuthatch was at
Grantown-on-Spey from the 30th to 9 September and the last report @éolden
Plover on high ground came from CariBan Mor on the 31st.
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Autumn: The last sighting ofWhinchat was at Drumguish on 1September On the

8th 28 Goosander were onthe River Spey at Grantowron-Spey, a notable count.

A Green Woodpecker was at Carrbridge on the 14th. A hybrid Hen x Pallid
Harrier was seen at Insh Marshes on 17 September and again at Loch Gynack, near
Kingussie, on 22 OctoberOn 26 Septembef70+ Swallows were at Insh Marshes,
where six Gadwall were present on the 29th.Eighty Whooper Swans were at
Mains of Garten on ©October, with a peak of 110 at N#y Bridge on the 12th. The
last record of Swifts came from Invertromie/Ballochbuie on the 9th. On 10
October 3250 Redwing x AOA AT O1 OAA AOOEIT ¢ Al EIT 0080
Laggan, heading westDell of Killiehuntly had the lastSand Martin on the 11th

and a late Dunlin stopped by until the 12th. Drumguish had aHoopoe the
following day. Thirteen Jayswere at Loch Pityoulish on the 8th. The lasttwo
House Martins were seen at Auchgourish in Strathspey on the 21sthirteen
Ptarmigan were noted on Bynack Mor on the 23rd and 78now Buntings were

on Cairngorm on the 3st. On 1November, five single Swallows were seenat Dell

of Killiehuntly and aGreat Grey Shrike was at Dalnahaitnach from the 7th to 10th,
being joined by anotheron the 8th. Twite s were present at Insh Marshes on the
12th, well inland for this time of year. On the 20thfive Cormorants roosted at
Balavil. A flock of 51Greenfinches was at Drumguishand another flock of 40 at
Insh, both on the 20th. Nethy Bridge had a flock of 6adnnets on the 30th.

Early Winter: a probable wintering femaleBlackcap was seen in an Aviemore
garden, through November until 1 DecembeiDrumguish had 15Dunnock son 12
December.Ten Red Kites were seen near Aviemore on the 14th, the same day as
a flock of 400 Siskins was at Loch Pityoulish. On the last day of the year, 21
Waxwings were seen at Nethy Bridge.

Lochaber
by Sean Morris

Winter: On 1 January 108Canada Geesewere counted at Achabeag, and on the
same day over 14Noodcock and 64 Kittiwakes were on Rum. On the following
day 20 Goldfinch were counted at Morar. ABlackcap wintering in a garden in
Fort William was seen regularly from 4 January until 10 March, when it was joined
by a second bird. Other interesting January sightings includedddngfisher on the
River Shiel on the 6th, 20Woodcock on Eigg on the 8th, 11Snipe and three
Greenshank at Carnoch Bridge Loch Sunarbn the 11th and aDipper on Eigg on
the 19th. TwoWaxwings were recorded in Fort William on 11 Januaryand they
frequented the area until 4 February. More sightings during January included a
count of 45 Hooded Crows at Inverlochy on the 23rd, 24 Red-breasted
Mergansers at Clovullin on the 28th and 60Redwings at Achabeag on the 30th.
A Glaucous Gull was spotted on Rum on 1 February and there was a count of 60
Great Black-backed Gulls at Loch Eil on the 1th. The returning drake Ring-
necked Duck was spotted at Loch Shiel on 12 Februarystayinguntil 2 March,
then on 13 February aShort-eared Owl was seen @ Rum. Some other high counts
of commoner species during February included 28helduck at Kentra Bay on the
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15th and 74 Starling s at Kildonan, Eigg a couple of days later. A leucistigreat
Northern Diver stood out quite dramatically in Mallaig on 25 Februaryas did a
couple ofSnow Buntings on Ben Nevis the following day. The first returnind?ied
Wagtail to the Small Isles was noted on the relatively early date of 26 February
AOO OEA 1T AET EIT £ 00 AE kélahdGuis Wér©roteddh OE |
Rum and at Corpach during late February and there were several more sightings
on Rum and in the Fort Wiiam area during the following spring period. Finally, a
nocmig (automated sound recording) record of Water Rail on Rum on 28

February was thefirst of six similar records up to and including 4 May.

Spring: Probably considered the find of the month during March was a first
winter American Herring Gull in Fort William on the 3rd, which was seen
regularly until the 16th. Kingfishers were spotted on 4 March at Carna, Loch
Sunart,on 15 March at Ballachulishpn 16 March on the River Shiel andn 28 April
at Loch Arkaig demonstrating the northwards spread of this species. There were
at least 100Redwings on Eigg on 9 March as birds began to move back north.
Bar-tailed Godwits were regularly seenin Kentra Bay duringspring and the peak
count was 41 on 14 March; thredack Snipewere noted in Glencoe the following
day. Contending to be find of the month during March was afAlpine Swift at
Mallaig onthe 19th, only the second record for Highland and part of a major influx
to the UK indeed, another was spotted northwest of Eigg on 4 April. The first
spring migrants were noted later in March with a Wheatear spotted at Fort
William on the 22nd and aSand Martin at Acharacle two days later. Migration
continued with a Black-tailed Godwit seen from the Glencoe Café on 26 March
and 80 Whooper Swans over Arisaig on the 3 st. Dates of first spring migrants
for the district during April included a Swallow on Rum on thelst, a Willow
Warbler at Lochaline on thebth, two Dotterel on the Nevis Range on the5th, a
Whitethroat on Eigg onthe 19th and a Whinchat at Acharacle on the@h. There
was an interesting observation of 284Kittiwakes in several graups heading high
up the Great Glen from Fort William on 1 Aprjlwhile on the 4-5th a Mandarin
could bespotted on the River Shiel. On 6 April 1Tufted Duck swere at Acharacle
and aMoorhen was recorded on nocmigequipment flying over Rum. AYellow
Wagtail of the flavissima subspecies was at Acharacle on 10 April and 1&and
Martins were counted at nearby Moss. Afceland Gull was at Fort William on12
April and two Knot were in Kentra Bay on the 9th. There were 26Whimbrel at
Traigh on 2 May and thredRedstarts were at nearby Arisaig on thedth. There was
a good count of 33Great Northern Divers at Ardtoe on 5 May and d&arden
Warbler was heard singing at Cow Hill, Fort William the following day. &reat
Spotted Woodpecker was a good record for Eigg on 7 Mays was aCurlew
Sandpiper at Kilchoan on the Dth. The firstCorncrake of the year was noted on
Canna on 11 May and 1@anderlings were on nearby Rum on the Qth. Other
interesting records in late May included d.ittle Egret at Acharacle on the 2st,a
pair of Shoveler there the next day and an unusual record of two immatur&lute
Swans at Loch Ba. Finallyl5 Swifts were counted at the Glenfinnan Viaduct on
26 May.

Summer/Breeding: The first occupiedMute Swan nest was noted at Corpach on

6 April and a singleWhooper Swan summered at Loch nan Eala, Arisaidt Loch
Shiel, a drakeScaup was present on 2124 May, but with no further evidence of
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breeding, while wo broods of Tufted Duck were noted there on 22 July. There
were five pairs of Water Rail on Canna and fledged young were noted on Sanday
on 29 July. Also on Cannal Corncrake territories was the highestnumber since
1982 and an adult was spotted with five chicks on 11 July. Forty pairs bpwing
bred on Eigg but the first nest with eggs was noted on Rum on 16 April.
Redshanks bred on Eigg and in Arisaigwith young seen on 24 May and 1 June
respectively. There was probable breeding ofNuthatch in several locations
reflecting the continued spread of this species throughout the region. Four singing
male Snow Buntings were noted on Ben Nevis on 19 May Great Crested Grebe
on Loch Shiel on 8 June was a great record and B&al were counted there on the
20th. AKingfisher was at Loch Arkaig on 28 Junéut there was no evidence of
breeding noted in the area. AGreat Grey Shrike, noted at Achateny,
Ardnamurchan on 22 June andstill present on 4 Julywas of the Steppe race
(pallidirostris). Twoislandica Black-tailed Godwits were at Back of Keppoch on
30 June while 12 Common Sandpipers were at Lochaline the same dayEightof
the former sub-specieswere at Lochailort on 8 JulyOn 12 July aBlack-tailed
Godwit was on Canna andthe following day, 35 Whimbrel , with 500 Puffins
counted on nearby Sandaynd 40 Black Guillemot s in the area of Canna and
Sanday on 17 July. An incredible total of 108torm Petrels was noted in the
relatively small area between Eigg and Muck on 16 July and fiSanderling were

in Arisaig on 29 July. There was a count of Bar-tailed Godwits in Kentra Bay
on 4 August and over 40Twite were at Kilchoan on the 1th. AGreat Crested
Grebe was at Fort William on 16 August and alittle Egret discovered at
Lochailort on the same @y lingered until the 22nd. The same birdmay have been
seen at Caol Spit othe 25th. Forty Goosanders were counted at Castle Tioram
on 19 August and fouiislandica Black-tailed Godwits were at Traigh on the 2st.

A Great Spotted Woodpecker was on Eigg on 26 August and was thought to be
one of two different birds seen on the island on a number of occasions during the
autumn.

Autumn: Two Whitethroats were at Howlin, Eigg ornl September and there were
regular reports throughout the autumn of Kingfishers in the Lochaber area but
not on the islands. Over 10@oldcrests were estimated to be in Kinloch, Rum on
5 September and 6(House Martins were at Laggan Locks two days later. On 12
September 94Curlew s were counted in Kentra Bay andon the 14th and 15th, a
Barn Owl was recorded on nocmig equipment on Runi.he owl theme continued
with a Short-eared on Canna on the @th. There were 396Herring Gulls and 27
Pied Wagtails in Fort William on 15 September and 30N/hooper Swans passed
over the Rhu, Arisaig on the 2nd. There was a large influx of North American
passerines into the UK during midSeptember and the Lochaber area did not miss
out with an Ovenbird found on Rum on the 23. This was a first for Highdnd but
unfortunately the bird was not seen again after the initial sightingAt Traigh, there
was a large flock of 10@Chaffinches on 25 September, @8lack-tailed Godwit on
the 28th and nine Purple Sandpipers on the 2th. ADipper was seenregularly
on Eigg during October November and Decemberwhich probably indicates a
wintering bird. The Purple Sandpiper count at Traigh went up to 20 on 2 October
and 23 Black Grouse were seen near Fort William on thebth. SeverWaxwings
on Eigg on 7 October were part of aautumn influx of this species. There were 14
White -fronted Geese back at Kentra Moss on 11 October and 11 at Arisaig the
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following day. A Great White Egret toured the area between Arisaig and
Lochailort from 12 October until the 3th and aMagpie was at Acharacle on the
13th. Winter thrushes were noted on the move in Octobewith 100 Fieldfare s
and 400Redwing son Eigg on the ®th and a lateSpotted Flycatcher was also on
Eigg on the 2th. The drakeRing-necked Duck briefly returned to Acharacle from
26-29 October andalso on the &th, aRed Kite was at Morvern and aVheatear
was on Eigg. AScaupwas on Loch Shiel on 28 Octobgperhaps keeping company
with the Ring-necked Duck. Two Tree Sparrows and aSedge Warbler were at
Portuairk, Ardnamurchan on 30 OctoberA 2 E A E A O A avés 00 EumbD 4
November and aBarn Owl was sound recorded there on the5th. Twelve
Greenshanks were at Kentra Bay on 7 November and the peak count &ar-
tailed Godwits there was 46 on the9th. A total of 70 Redshanks were at
Ardnamurchan on 14 November and 11Bullfinches were at Acharacle on the
15th. LateSwallows passed through Arisaig on 15 and 17 November and &how
Buntings were in the same area on the 2h. High counts of commoner species
during November included 55+Woodpigeons in Ariundle oakwoods on the I7th,
247 Canada Geeseat Kentra Moss on the 9th, 57 Great Black-backed Gulls in
Fort William on the 21st and 34 Goldeneye at Castle Tioram on the 9th. Rum
hosted aLapland Bunting on 21 November and a lat&Common Sandpiper on
the 27th.

Early Winter: A Little Egret was at the Linnhe/Lochy mouth from 2128
November and perhaps it was the same bird at Back of Keppoch on 7 December
and Loch Eil head on the 9th? AMagpie was at Grigadale, Ardnamurchan on 1
December, while 40 Grey Herons were at Fort William the same day On 2
December 59 Redshanks were in Kentra Bay and the peak count ofVhite -
fronted Geese on Kentra Moss was 78 on thdth. A Blackcap was in Morar on
26, 30 and 31 December analso during the last week of the yegrceland Gulls
were spotted in Fort William and on Rum. Finallyan unusual record of five
Mandarin Ducks at Roy Bridge on 31 December perhaps related to released
birds.
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Systematic list for 20 23

This systematic listis in taxonomic order and uses the spellingof scientific names
which were published on the BOU websitevww.bou.org.uk in November 2020.
However, we prefer to retain the old English names for species, rather than use
the standardised English names introduced in 2006 by the International

/ OTEQET 1T CEAAT #1711 COAOO8 4EA OAOI O)1TTAO -
Moray Firth that borders the Highland recording area coastline from the Ord of |
# AEOET AOGO OI 7EEOQCAT AOGO (AAA8 4EA 1¢gnmgl T AO -1«

areas in SE Sutherland, Easter Ross (including the Black Isle) and Inverness

records which are submitted from the Ullapool to Stornoway ferry and the Uig to
Tarbert/Lochmaddy ferries do not specify whether the birds were seen in the

Highland or Western Isles recording areas. They are pubhed here in good faith

but may be duplicated in the Outer Hebrides Bird Report.

The following abbreviations have been used in the text:

Breeding and Surveys:

Apparently Occupied Nests (AON)
Apparently Occupied Sites (AOS)
Apparently Occupied Territories (AOT)
Wetland Birds Survey (WeBS)
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Organisations:

"OEOEOE / O1l EQET I 1 CHEBDO)YOS 51 ETT
British Trust for Ornithology (BTO)

Highland Raptor Study Group (HRSG)

National Nature Reserve (NNR)

Rare Breeding Birds Panel (RBBP)

Royal Air Force Ornithological Society (RAFOS)
Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB)
Scottish Wildlife Trust (SWT)

The following terms have been used to denote a species status, in suitable
habitat , in Highland :

Abundant  Widespread and numerous
Common Regularly encountered
Uncommon Fewer than 100 records annually

Scarce Annual in small numbers
Rare Ten or morerecords since 1900, but not recorded annually
Vagrant Fewer than 10 records since 1900

For some speciesthe number of records submitted through BirdTrack is given as
a crude indication of abundancemany of theserecords refer simply to presence
on visit lists. A better picture of weekby-week abundance is shown in BirdTrack
Reporting Rate graphs, shown by permission from BTO.

- == .;é:—i e
Pale-bellied Brent Geese,Embo ©. Dean MacAskill

37



<

Brent Goose Branta bernicla

Scarce but increasing migrant and winter visitor ; regular autumn
migrant on west coast , especially Skye a small population winters
in Inner Moray Firth ; scarce in spring.

[Pale-bellied race ] Branta bernicla hrota

Winter/Spring:  All winter reports were from the east coast and involved the
Moray Firth wintering flock. January reports involved lower numbers than
normal, with six birds at Whiteness andnine at Rosemarkie on the3rd. Two were
reported at Embo on 12 February. Numbers at Whiteness increased to 13 on 27
February. The largest count from the east coast was 40 at Rosemarkie on 26
March. The only west coast report was a straggler at Ardnish, Broadford, reported
on 4 and 11May.

Summer: It is extremely unusual to get reports of summering birds. Singles were
reported at Dornoch Links on 3 July andVhitenesson 6 July.

Autumn/Winter: The first report was from the UllapoolStornoway ferry, of six
birds on 12 September. Reordsfrom Skye were later than normal, withfour birds
at Ashaig, Broadford on 21 Septembeaind the main arrival was later than normal.
On 11 October82 birds were in Broadford Bay andin Wester Ross, 13 at Firemore
and 47 at Laide. As a general observatiopassage on the west coast was poorer
than normal, following a similar pattern to 2022. On the east coast1 birds were
at Udale Bay on 11 OctobeBO at Castle Stuart on the following dagnd 32 at Fort
George on the 2nd. The peak winter count was 75 at Nigg Bay on 17 December.

[Dark -bellied race] Branta bernicla bernicla

There was areport of a single at Tarbat Ness on 29 October

Canada GooseBranta canadensis

Well-established in Lochaber and spreading, now breeding in
Badenoch; locally common summer moult migrant to Inner Moray
Firth but scarce elsewhere; very localised in winter months.

Winter/Spring: There is a small winteringgroup in Badenoch & Strathspey, with
27 birds recorded at Loch Insh on 29 January. A report of 1flying NE at Heights
of Doclrarty on 28 February was unusual. Otherwise, the main winter
concentrations were recorded in Lochaber, with peaks at Achabeaxf 106 on 1
January and 55 on 30 January. There were 40 at Langhbch Shiebn 13 March.
From 14 March birds started arriving on Skye. This spring dispersal of birds from
what is assumed to be the resident Lochaber population is now becoming a feature
both in Skye and Lochalsh, as well as the Small Isles and further afield.
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Breeding: A pair was present on Eigg from 3 March to 20 May but did not breed. A pair
bred at the head of Loch Carron for theecondconsecutive year.The first broods were
noted in Dalelia, Acharacle on 27 May. A pair with a small brood was noted at Spey Dam
on 4 June. However, the small number of reports does not properly reflect breeding
success or range expansion.

Summer: The annual moult migration to the Moray Firth was evident from 1 June
when 229 birds were at Alness Point. A flock of 35 at Drumochter on 4 June
reflected this. On 6 Jungthree were over Handg which may well reflect range
expansion rather than moult migration. Regular August counts at Udale Bay
included 300 on thelstand 200 on the ®th. It is worth noting that summer counts
in the Lochaber resident population seem to be increasing significantiyrhese
included 262 in the Fort William/Caol area on 25 June and 228 at Linnhaouth
on 5 July. The highest count at Insh Marshes was 52 on 11 August

Autumn/Winter: The moulting flocks remained intoautumn, especially at Udale
Bay, with 240 birds on 12 September and 324 on 5 October. At Alness Béyere
was a count of 278 on 25 September. The best count in the Insh Marshes complex
was 71 at Dell of Killiehuntly on 8 October. Notable reports from Lochaber
included 62 birds at Dalelia on 3 November, 247 at Kentra Moss on 19 November,
and 106 at Achabeag on 2 December. There are few reports from Skye and the
west coast in winter, suggesting the exploratory birds arriving in spring return to
their natal groups.

[O. T OOE ! Cdh&a Boddéd Branta canadensis interiafparvipes

Autumn/Winter: Asecondcalendar year birdwasat Balnakeil on 23 Octobeand
then the presumed sameird was at Tarbat Ness on 2%nd 26 October.

Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis
Locally common winter visitor to north and west, scarce elsewhere.

With increasing numbers of feral birds roaming around the Inner Moray Firth, it
is now very difficult to distinguish genuinely wild birds in the area. All those
reported below are thought to have been genuine migrants from Arctic breeding
populations. (However,see the chapter on escapes and presumed feral birds.)

Winter/Spring: Most of the Skye wintering population is on offshore islandsAn
aerial survey on 27 February organized by The Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust
found 186 birds on Eilean Isay, 121 on the Ascriblslands and 61 on Eilean
Trodday. There were 60 on Staffin Island on 22 Februarythe peak Skye count
was 235 on Isay on 29 MarchOther reports from the west coast included 91 at
Gruinard Bay on 31 January, 110 at Mungasdale on 19 February, and 154 at
Achiltibuie on 26 March.At Tongue peak countswere 240 on 8 January and 320
on 14 February. The peak winter report was 555 at Kylef Durness on 3 February.
Other significant reports were 230 birds at Balnakeil on 17 February and 275 at
Melness on 23 FebruaryThe last recordof wild birds was of 15 at Mellon Charles
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on 4 April and asingle at Lochailort, Morar on5 Maywas probably a resident bird
which associates with Greylag/Canada Geese.

Autumn/Winter: The first arrivals were 11 birds at Melness on 4 October. On 9
October there were reports from extremes of theegion, with 60 at Dornoch and
a total of 92 in three skeins at Glendale, Skye. Theresre 140 at Dornoch on 12
October and thereafter a series of east coast reportshich is unusual. At Nigg and
Udale there were 120 on 17 Octobetn reports from Tarbat Ness between 2630
October, numbers pealed at 300 on the latter date. The origins of these birds and
where they dispersed to is anystery. It will be interesting to see if this pattern is
repeated.West coast reports included 10irds at Mungasdaleon 15 October and
197 on 13 December. At Gruinardthere were 180 on 7 November angdat
Achiltibuie,87 on 7 December. In the north, reports included 22birds at Melness
on 4 November and 350 at Balnakeil on 21 November. The peak cowit740 for
the period was also at Balnakejlon 23 October. The only report of note from Skye
was 42 at Kilmaluag on 12 December.

Greylag GooseAnser anser
Locally common breeder in north and west and expanding range ,
especially into Badenoch & Strathspey; common migrant and
winter visitor, especially in east.

Winter/Spring: The species is widely recorded throughout the area, with 2500
reports throughout the year. It can be difficult to distinguish between resident
birds and migrants, although the largest flocks are normally thétter. Counts in
January included 400 at Easter/Wester Dalel on the 3rd, 442 at Carr Road,
Srathspey onthe 11th and 250 at Dell of Killiehuntly on the Bth. The best count
for Insh Marshes was 370 at Invertromie/Ballochbuie on 3 February. In the west
there were 101 at Arisaig on 7 March. There were no significant counts during
April, suggestingthat migrants had left and larger residentgroups had dispersed.

Breeding: Birds were reported incubating by 20 April. The first goslings were reported

at Lochailort on 5 May and a pair with goslings was noted at Spey Dam on 11 May. By the
end of May some 13 groups of goslings were noted at Spey Dam, an indication of how well
the resident population is doing. At Dalelia, Loch $ on 18 June, there were 73 adults
and a creche of 29 goslings.

Number of pairs of Greylag Geese breeding at Insh Marshes RSPB Reserve 2047
2023:

Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Pairs 68 78 56 45 83 74 *113 135 91

* count not done due to Covidl9 restrictions

Summer: Some exceptional counts were recordedncluding 1250 at Loch Loyal

on 25 June and 500 on 4 July. There were 310 at Lochindorb on 2 June and 426 at
Balavil on 2 July. The peak count at Insh Marshes was 800 on 4 July. At Loch Fleet
there was a report of 540 on 30 August.

40



<

Autumn/Winter: September counts on the east coast included 400 at Udale Bay
on the 5th, 1160 at Loch Fleet on th&th, 600 at Alness on the 2th and 400 at
Seafield Invernesson the 30th. InBadenoch& Strathspey, regular reports from

Dell of Killiehuntly included counts of500 on 8 October and 650 on 12 October
but the peak was 1000 at Boat of Garten on 4 Novembdat. Milton of Culloden, the
best record was 550 birds on 12 October.

Pink -footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus
Common winter visitor, especially in the east with a marked spring
passage; occasional breeding by feral birds and once by wild birds.

Winter/Spring : Counts at Wester/Easter Daliel included 3500 on 3 January and
2500 on 5 February.In Strathspey, here were reports of 2000 at Balliefurthon 9
January, at Broomhill on 26 March and Carr Road on 29 March. The peak count of
5000 was at Udale Bay on 6 April, by which time migration had commenced. On 7
April, 1000 were heading north overthe Cairngorms, with a similar number in the
west over Portree. Birds remained until May, with 200 at Nigg on th2nd and still

50 there on the 13th. There weresix at The Mound on 29 May.

Note: In 2022, there was significant mortality on the east coast as a result of avian
flu. During this period in 2023, there were a number of reportsof mortality, but
involving relatively few birds.

Summer: Small numbers were recorded throughout the summer in thevest. It
appears that these are resident birds, often associating witGreylag flocks. As well
as singles there are twos and threes, behaving as wild birds. There were also
regular reports from the Dornoch Firth.

Autumn/Winter:  Overnight migration was noted at Inverpolly on 4 September
estimated to involve at least 100birds. Other arrivals on the west coast included
600 over Poolewe on the 1th and 550 over Loch Ewe on the 3th, when there
were also 600 at Arderser. By 16 Septemberthere were already 3500 at North
Kessock. On 22 Septembeabout 2500 individuals in several skeins flew south
over Portree. At Udale Baythere were 3000 on 3 October and a huge
concentration of 8300 by 12 October. There were several large counts in the
Portmahomack areawith a maximum of 5750 there on 23 October. There was a
report of 7500 at Nigg Bay on 8 November, and significant Decembeounts
included 5000 at Dingwall on the8th and 2450 at Fort George otthe 31st.
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White -fronted Goose Anser albifrons
Winter visitor in small numbers in west, scarce in east.

[Greenland race ] Anser albifrons flavirostris

Winter/Spring: The regional position with this species is becoming precarious
with the disappearance of several small flocks over the years. The only remaining
Skye flock numberedfour on 15 January, another decline froneight recorded in
2022. Fortunately, the Kentra Bay, Lochaber flock remains relatively stable in
numbers. In several countsthere, the maxmum was 82. Brds started to disperse

in early April, with 26 remainingon the7th. The only other report wasof asingle

in the Skelbo/Loch Fleet areaon 21 March

Autumn/Winter: The first group of 14 birds arrived back at Kentra Moss on 11
October. There were regular counts thereafter and numbers peaked at 78 on 4
December.A group of 11 at Arisaig on 12 October was thought to be of passage
birds heading further south. Despite severalsearches no birds were located at
Kilmuir, Skye. There werea few reports of singles associating with Pinkfooted
Geesdlocks on the east coast.

[European race] Anser albifrons albifrons

Winter/Spring: There was asingle at Loch Fleet on 20 March, then two on the
following day. It is not known whether these sightings are connectedut there
were then reports of two at Udale Bay on 18 April, with a single there on 6 May
and a single at Dornoch Links on 14 May.

Mute Swan Cygnus olor
Resident in east, but scarce in north and west.

Winter/Spring: During this period, there were 500 reports on BirdTrack but few
concentrations of note. These included 3Birds at Alturlie on 3 January 30at Loch
Eye on 7 Januanand 25 at Milton of Culloden on 12 January. Larger numbers
were recorded during WeBS countsas shown below. On 2 May a bird with
suspectedavian fluwas at Udale Bay. Two immatures at Loch Baochaber on 23
May were well outwith their normal range.

Breeding: The first occupied nests were reported at Corpach on 6 April and Boat of
Garten on 8 April. A pair with six cygnetswasat Loch Kinellan on 23 May.

Summer: In the Inverness areal5 birds were at Seafield on 29 July and 26 on 30
August. At Aturlie, August reports included 35birds on the 12th and 28 on the
20th. The largest number was 55 at Loch Eye on 6 August, although it should be
noted that this was 50% of the count at the same time in 2022.

Autumn/Winter. There were few significant concentrations and, even at Loch
Eye, the peak count was only 44 on 12 September. Regular counts at Seafield
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included 37 on 10 September and 36 on 22 October. Similarly, at Milton of
Culloden, reports included 31 birds on 12 October and 28 on 5 November. Finally,
there were 20 at Alturlie on 5 December.

Mute Swan - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2023:
22Jan 19Feb 150ct 17 Dec

Dornoch Firth 21 30 49 25
Cromarty Firth 5 12 24 8

Beauly Firth 3 10 0 2
Inverness Firth 26 24 22 17
Moray Basin Lochs 30 21 40 50
TOTALS 85 97 135 210

Whooper Swan Cygnuscygnus

Has bred and a small number of individuals summer ( some local
breeding events appear to involve feral birds ); common migrant
and winter visitor, mainly in east.

Winter/Spring: Few large winter concentrations were recorded. At Loans of
Fearn, there were 53birds on 3 January and 77 on 15 Marcl©n 17 February 25
birds at Balnakeil could possibly have been early migrants. Migration was
certainly noticeable on Skye by early Marchglthough numbers increased later in
the month, including 86 at Broadford Bay on the 4st, 58 at Storr Lochs on the
22nd and 60 at Dunvegan on the Bst. Other March records were 85 birds at Skye
of Curr, Strathspeyon the 21st, 50 at Chanonry Point on the &h, 92 roosting on
a hill lochA O ladirnich,ESaickon the 30th and 80 at Arisaig on the 3st. There
were 45 over Achiltibuie on 5 April.

Breeding: In respect of the feral population no information was received. A pair was
observed displaying at Loch Achanalt on 3 Malut, although noted subsequently, no
further information on breeding was available.

Summer: Three birds were reported at Tain on 23 June. A single summered at
Loch Suardal, Skye for theecondyear and one at Loch nan Eala, Arisaig pair
summered at Loch Damph in Wester Ross.

Autumn/Winter: The first wave of arrivals was on 22 Septembewith 20 birds
over Drumfearn, Skye, 30 over Rhu, Arisaig and 17 at Dornoch. However, the main
arrival was in October. Reports included 8Mirds at Mains of Garten on the th
and 60 at Loch Snizort, Skye on thelth. On 12 Octoberthere were 13 records
throughout the day, with a peak of 110 at NethyBridge. At Portmahomack, reports
included 150 birds on 13 October, 500 on 7 November and 280 on 17 November.
It is inevitable that there will be a degree of duplication in some of these reports.
Other counts included 350 &Tain on 17 October and 500 at Fearn on 26 October.
The peak count at Loch Eye was 776 on 18 October, declining to 60 on 21
November and 80 on 2 December.
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Shelduck Tadorna tadorna
Breeder, but scarce in north and west; common in winter in Inner
Moray Firth.

Winter/Spring: The largest concentrationsvere on the east coastwith 200 birds
near Alturlie on 3 January and 271 at Tain on 15 February. On the west cqésére
was a count of 27 at Kentra Bay on 15 February. At Udale Bay, records included
275 birds on 23 February and 135on 10 March. Significantly larger counts were
recorded on WeBS visits as shown below. Birds start to disperse into breeding
areas by the end of March.

Breeding: Asthere were againfew breeding reports, it is challenging to see any trends in
breeding success. At Ullinish, Skye there was a female with a broodisfe on 18 May and
another small brood at Loch Fleet on 6 June. Other reports of broods came from Whiteness
Head, Fort George and Dingwall Bay.

Summer: June reports included 10Mirds at Tain on the3rd and 35 atThe Mound
on the 9th. There was a group of 19 at Munlochy Bay on 4 August

Shelduck - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2023:
22 Jan 19 Feb 150ct 17 Dec

BrorazDornoch 56 121 0 34
Dornoch Firth 532 536 122 181
Cromarty Firth 720 562 127 717
Beauly Firth 3 30 0 0
Inverness Firth 182 356 2 61
TOTALS 1493 1605 251 993

Autumn/Winter: There is a disconnect between the numbers recorded during
WeBS and counts recorded on BirdTrack. Birds disappear on moult migration
during autumn, so early October WeBS counts are low and there are often few
reports from the west coast. There was a report of 24irds at Nigg Bay on 26
September. At Tain numbers increased from 40 on 16 October to 200 on 28
November. At Dingwallthere was a report of 48 on 5 November. Decembepunts
included 76 at Alexandra Bridge Tainon the 17th and 42 at Aturlie on the 3lst.

Mandarin Duck Aix galericulata
Small introduced population in Strath Nairn ; rare elsewhere.

Winter/Spring : In 2022 birds were present on the Black Water at Garve from 3
January, with four pairs present on 21 January. ltas not been confirmed whether
these birds were a recent introduction, although they were being fed on the
riverside. There were no reports from this specific location in 2023, but it is
believed that birds remain there, which might account for some of the sightings
away from the River Nairn catchment. For example, there were threlirds at
Kiltarlity on 23 March, a pair on the River Enrick at Corrimony on 27 March and a
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pair at Aigas on 9 April. The only report from the west was a drake on the River
Shiel on 45 April. Drakes were reported in May on Loch Ruthverat Daviot and,
in the north, at the River Naver.

Breeding: On the River Nairn it seems to have been an exceptional yeawith four
families of 5-7 birds upriver from Balnafoich on 15 JuneAt Calrossie, near Tain a clutch
successfully hatchedrom a nestin a nest in an owl box.

Autumn/Winter : From 1-15 October there were 20birds on the River Nairn at
Cantraybridge, which may reflect a good breeding season. There were a few other
reports, the most significant of which wasfive birds at Killiechonate Woodlands,
Roy Bridge, on 31 December. As suggested with the Garve populatior2022, it
seems some of these isolated reports could involve released populations.

Garganey Spatulaquerquedula
Has bred; scarce migrant, mainly in east.

Spring: There were only two reports. A male was seen at a regular site in the north
on 89 May.A male was also reportedn the company of eight Teaht Loch nan
CnapanCarn Ban Mor, Badenoch & Strathspeyt 870m on 3 June

Summer: Afemale was reported flying with Teal at Fort Georgen 18 August

Shoveler Spatulaclypeata
Has bred; scarce migrant and winter visitor, mainly in Inner Moray
Firth.

Winter/Spring: The main sources of reports were Tain and Loch Eye. At Tain,
reports included 18 birds on 20 January and 12 on 21 Januaryhe highestcounts
at Loch Eyewere 30 on 12 February, 18 on 25 February, and 11 on 2 March.
Singles were reported at Aturlie and Kyle of Durness on 3 February. There were
regular reports in April at Insh Marshes. Reords at Balnakeil includedseven birds
on 10 April andfive on 9 May. Late passage birdsere pairs at Lochlonghead on
21 May and at Loch Skel, Acharacle on 22 May.

Breeding: A female with five young was notedin NW Sutherlandon 12 June andone
fledgling was seenthere on 26 July.

Autumn/Winter:  Although there were reports from Aturlie and Nigg Bay, the
main source ofrecords was again the Tain/Loch Eye area. Tain reports included
10 birds on 8 September, 22 on 11 October and 25 on 22 October. At Loch Eye,
reports included 15 birds on 3 October 15 on 21 November, and 20 on 29
December.
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Gadwall Marecastrepera
Has bred; scarce migrant and winter visitor.

Winter/Spring: Although the species probably winters in the Durness area, there
were few reports. There were twobirds at Kyle of Durness on 3 February. Spring
arrivals included two at Bunchrew on 18 March and two at Aurlie on 8 April.
There were several reports from Balnakeil of up to 11 birds in April and May.

Summer/Breeding : From several pairs at Balnakeila brood was confirmed on 26 July.
The only other summer report wasof seven birdsat Alturlie on 10 August.

Autumn/Winter: Reports from Balnakeil continued, with excellent counts of 26
on 30 September and 30 on 1 OctobelSix birds were a Insh Marshes at
Invertromie/Ballochbuie on 29 September. There were few reportsn November,

and none in December.

Wigeon Marecapenelope
Uncommon breeder; common migrant and winter visitor,
especially in Inner Moray Firth.

Winter/Spring: There were 400 reports on BirdTrack during this period
reflecting the widespread distribution of this species. All the major concentrations
are on the east coast firthsas reflected in the WeBS counts below. January reports
included 500birds at Inver on the2nd, 980 at Milton of Culloden on the 2th, 1350

at Castle Stuart on the 4th and 500 at Tain on the Bth. In contrast, the peak count
from Skye & Lochalsh was 115 at Ardelve on 8 January. There were 750 at
Alexandra Bridge Tainon 19 February. At Milton of Cullodenreports included
400 birds 7 February and 700 on 15 March. Numbers declined into April as birds
dispersed.

Breeding: Although it is not reflected in breeding success, by 29 April there wewax pairs

at Dulnain Bridge andfive pairs at Dashar, Boatof Garten At Duthil Pool, 12 drakes were
noted on 15 May and 15 on 22 May. On 2 June two broods were noted at Duthil and 3
broods at Dulnain Bridge.

Number of Wigeon pairs breeding at Insh Marshes 201 47202 3:

Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
Pairs 26 35 29 26 22 15* 15 17 26
* count not done due to Coviel9 restrictions

Summer: There were 30birds at Tain on 16 July and 17 at kurlie on 18 July. A
report of 100 at Udale Bay on 30 August is likely to have included migrants.

Autumn/Winter: There were several significant concentrations in September,

which included 1000 at Tain on the ®th and 1200 at Seafield Invernesson the
30th. At Udale Bay there was a report of 500 on 12 October gtadl Nigg, 700 on
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17 October.The peak November counts were 1050 at Seafield on the3th and
1010 at Milton of Culloden on the 8th. December reports included 107®irds at
Alexandra Bridge on the ¥th and 1000 at Arderser on the 3lst.

Wigeon - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 202 3:
22Jan  19Feb 150ct 17 Dec

BrorazDornoch 530 320 193 272
Dornoch Firth 3384 2710 8800 4709
Cromarty Firth 3757 3153 11590 5167

Beauly Firth 658 490 102 288
Inverness Firth 2818 2613 2075 3178
Moray Basin Lochs 126 216 58 96
TOTALS 11273 9502 22818 13710

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos
Common breeder; common in winter, especially in Inner Moray
Firth.

Winter/Spring: There were 900 records on BirdTrack from JanuamMarch, but
the majority were of low numbers. The largest concentrations were found during
WeBS counts, as shown below. On 4 Januargports included 105 birds at
Balliefurth and 100 at Grantowrron-Spey. In the westthere was a report of 84 at
Gairloch on 30 January. Other wmords included 85 birds at Coulnakyle Nethy
Bridge on 4 February and 70 at Loch Eye on 2 March. There were few large
concentrations later, as birds dispersed to breed.

Breeding: No broods were reported in April, but there were reports of broods in early
May from Dulnain Bridge, Lochindorb and Morar. On 19 Juniere was a count of 69 on
the River Spey at Grantowron-Spey, consisting ofsevenbroods of various ages. At Loch
Insh, there was a count of 46 unfledged young on 28 June.

Number of Mallard pairs breeding at Insh Marshes 201 4-2023:

Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
Pairs 152 228 261 106 160 136 * 127 132 188

* count not done due to Coviel9 restrictions

Summer: Counts between Fort William and Cadhcluded 100 on 27 June, 86 on
15 July and 81 on 18 August. There were 83 at Beechwqddvernesson 29 July,
74 at Lochindorb on 14 August and 70 at Clachnaharry/South Kessock on 19
August. The largest summer count was 120 at UHI Inverness on 10 August.
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Mallard - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2023:
22 Jan 19Feb 150ct 17 Dec

BrorazDornoch 118 101 48 83
Dornoch Firth 679 399 547 834
Cromarty Firth 517 150 176 434
Beauly Firth 296 228 181 297
Inverness Firth 289 99 106 220
Moray Basin Lochs 119 131 72 162
TOTALS 2018 1108 1130 2030

Autumn/Winter: Numbers seemed higher than in previous years. September
reports included 150 birds at Dulnain Bridge on the 5th, 130 at
Invertromie/Ballochbuie on the 18th and 200 at Jemimaville on the 2th. There
were 104 at Beechwood on 27 OctobeiDecembercounts atLoch Eye included
100 on 2 December and a year peak of 300 on th®th. There was also a report
of 110 atLoch Duntelchaig on 6 December

Pintail Anas acuta
Rare breeder; locally common winter visitor in Inner Moray Firth,
but scarce elsewhere.

Winter/Spring: Winter counts on the east coast included 100 at Tain on 20
January, 92 at Nigg Bay on 13 February and a peak of 167 at Nigg Bay on 9 March.
These reports do not reflect fully the winter population of over 700 birds as found
on WeBSFollowing the report of wintering birds in 2022 at Ullapool, a pair was
recorded again on 8 April. On Skye, there was a single male at Ashaig, Broadford
on 25 May, presumably a late passage bird heading north.

Autumn/Winter: The earliestarrivals were noted at Tain of15 on 9 September,
followed by reports of 55 on 6 October, and 70 on 22 December. On Loch Mealt on
Skye, a female was found on 23 October which remained until 18 November. The
biggest concentrations were at Nigg Bayvith 200 on 8 November and 250 on 17
December.

Pintail - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2023:
22 Jan 19Feb 150ct 17 Dec

Dornoch Firth 405 389 9428
Cromarty Firth 250 17 25 250
Beauly Firth 48 92 32 82
Inverness Firth 1 0 0 7
Moray Basin Lochs 0 0 0 0
TOTALS 704 498 151 767
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Teal Anas crecca
Widespread breeder in small numbers; common migrant and
winter visitor, especially in Inner Moray Firth.

Winter/Spring:  All the significant reports were from the east coast firths. In
January there was a peak of 71%irds at Tain on the2nd, 450 there on the Dth
and 500 at Drumancroy on the 2nd. There were reports of 375at Loch Eyeon 12
February and, at Munlochy Bay, 430 on 26 February. The best March count was
410 at Loch Eye on the @th. Numbers tend to decline thereafteras birds either
disperse to breeding lochs or go on passage.

Breeding: There were widespread reports from potential breeding sites in May, with

three broods noted at Loch Ashie on the %h. There were at least a dozen reports of
broods, but this is a considerable underestimate of the overall population as this is a
species which breeds widely in the area.

Number of Teal pairs breeding at Insh Marshes 201 47202 3:

Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
Pairs 81 88 84 55 66 58 * 62 64 66
* count not done due to Coviell9 restrictions

Summer: In the west, there was a report of 35birds at Loch Shel on 20 June.
Reports from Dulnain Bridge included 34birds on 20 July and 62 on 27 August.
Numbers steadily builtup during August on east coast sites, with 100 atl#rlie
on the 20th and 140 at SeafieldInvernesson the 30th.

Autumn/Winter:  All the significant concentrations were on the east coast, with
numbers building up in September, and reports included 33®irds at Milton of
Culloden on the5th and an autumn peak of 800 at Dingwall on thelith. At Insh
Marshes there was a report of 100 on 20 SeptemberReports in Octoberand
November appeared to beof lower numbers than normal. This trend continued
into December, with 220 birds at Dornoch on the 1Lth, 260 at Milton of Culloden
on the 13th and 250 at Loch Eye on the&h.

Teal - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2023:
22Jan  19Feb 15 Oct 17 Dec

BrorazDornoch 18 7 49 0
Dornoch Firth 1304 1047 1325 967
Cromarty Firth 574 204 320 473
Beauly Firth 461 316 632 348
Inverness Firth 824 325 336 517
Moray Basin Lochs 74 143 27 103
TOTALS 3255 2042 2689 2408
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Green-winged Teal Anas carolinensis
Rare winter visitor, especially in Inner Moray Firth

Winter/Spring: The regular overwintering bird at Tain was recordedfrequently
between 2 January and 7 March. Possibly the same bird was recorded at Loch Eye
on several dates in January and February. A drake was alsoAédturlie, including
Alturlie Pools, between 2 January and 24 March. Other reports a drake at Castle
Stuart between 1320 March, and at EasteDalzel between 13-17 March, may
refer to the same bird An adult bird was seen at Dalchork, near Loch Sham 21
May.Probably three different birds.

Autumn/Winter: The returning drake was at Tain between 8 November angl
December. There was a drake at the Mound on 21 November

Pochard Aythya ferina
Has bred; usually scarce migrant and winter visitor, mainly in
Inner Moray Firth basin.

Autumn/Winter:  Four birds were recordedat Loch Eye on 17 October.

Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris
Scarce vagrant.

Winter/Spring: A female which had been present the previoudDecember,was
reported with Tufted Ducks at Loch Morlich on 7 January. Probably theame bird
was reported visiting other lochs including Milton Loch and Loch Garten. It was
also reported regularly between 25 February and 4 Mayn Loch Vaawhere a
drake was also reported between 20 March and 12 ApriA male was also seen at
Loch Insh on 4 April.A male was reported atLoch Shel, Acharaclebetween 12
February and 2 MarchThere was also a reporbf a drake atLoch Eye betweerd-
20 March.Probably five different birds.

Autumn/Winter: The only report was of the returning drake at Acharacle, Loch
Shiel, between 26and 29 October.

Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula
Common breeder in most areas; locally common, but declining
winter visitor, especially in Inner Moray Firth.

Winter/Spring: Loch Eye remains the most important wintering site in the area
with 62 on 25 February, peaking at 110 on 9 March, and 70 on 16 Marchhere
were 25 birds at Merkinch on 21 JanuaryThere was a report of 24 at Loch Vaa on
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26 Februarybut there were no significant reports from Loch Inshin the west, 17
were at Acharacle on 6 April.

Breeding: No more than10 broods were recorded on Birdlrack. The first ducklings were
noted at Milton Loch Boat of Garteron 20 June. Two broods were seen on Loch ighon
22 July.

Number of Tufted Duck pairs breeding at Insh Marshes 201 47202 3:

Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
Pairs 17 17 9 13 6 14 * 10 7 24
* count not done due to Coviel9 restrictions

Summer: The best count in summer was 18 at Loch Eye on 6 August.

Autumn/Winter: The largest numbers were again recorded on Loch Eye, where
peak monthly counts were 55 on 12 September, an impressive 262 on 17 October,
120 on 21 November, reducing to 40 on 20 December. At Loch Alvikere were

26 on 25 November. In the norththere was a report of 21birds at Keddale, near
Durnesson 17 November. In the westthere was a report of 22 at Loch Shiel on 29
November and, on Skye, the best countvas of 22 birds at Loch Mealt on 25
September.

Tufted Duck - Inner Moray Firth  WeBS Counts 2023:
22 Jan 19 Feb 150ct 17 Dec

Dornoch Firth 115 45 37 79
Cromarty Firth 0 0 0 1
Beauly Firth 3 0 0 0
Inverness Firth 1 1 4 2
Moray Basin Lochs 14 126 154 102
TOTALS 133 172 195 73]

ScaupAythya marila
Has bred; locally common winter visitor in Inner Moray Firth, but
scarce elsewhere.

Winter/Spring: The main sites traditionally used are the Cromarty and Inverness
Firths. In the CromartyFirth, a dedicated Scaup study recorded an impressive 840
birds on 14 Januaryrising even further to an astonishing 1320 orthe 28th. These
very high numbers persisted, finally peaking at an unprecedented 1420 on 25
February, before dropping to 1040 by 12 March, falling away to 590 byhe 29th,
with 320 still present on 28 April. By contrast, the Inverness Firth appeared
notably less used with peak countsof 30 on 4 January, 70 on 21 February,
increasing to 108 by 3 Marchand finally peaking at 150 on 15 April. Away from
core sites, fivebirds were recorded at Camas Daraiclskye on 1 Maywith a male
on Loch Brora the next day, all suspected nortbound spring migrants.

Summer/breeding: After an amazing winter,there was an increase irsummer sightings
compared to recentyears: amale in the Loch Shiel area from at least 224 May; a single
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bird (unsexed) at Boat of Garten on 17 Junan adult male in the Rhiconich area from 12
18 June two birds in NW Sutherland on 9 May, with a female present to at least 12 July
and a female on an east Invernesshire loch on 14 July.Some of these records are
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Highland for over 75 years.

Autumn/Winter:  In the Cromarty Firth, the first returning birds were 20 on 29
August, rising to 54 on 10 SeptemberCompared to 2022, iIrds were slow to
arrive, peaking at only 455 on 26 October, eventually rising to 780 by 19
November. The peak count occurred in late wintewith 870 on 28 December. Few
birds used the Inverness Firth again, with a typical count of 33 on 13 December. A
smattering of October singlesvas reportedat Loch Ashie (1@h), Ardersier Lagoon
(12th), Lochindorb (21st) and Loch Shiel (2&). Loch Eye held 11 birds orthe
22nd. Unusually, Loch Shin held 15 on 31 December.

Scaup- Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2023:

22 Jan 19 Feb 15 Oct 17 Dec
BrorazDornoch 0 0 0 0
Dornoch Firth 0 1 0 0
Cromarty Firth 616 748 256 447
Inverness Firth 0 44 12 40
Moray Basin Lochs 0 0 0 7
TOTALS 616 793 268 494

Eider Somateria mollissima
Common breeder; locally common in winter.

Winter/Spring : The outer Cromarty Firth held 320 on 14 January, with the Embo
coastal zone supporting 250 orthe 30th. Around 125 were present at TarbaiNess
on 27 February. Chanonry Point supported 178 on 1 March, whilst the Loch Fleet
channel/Embo coastal zone peaked at 665 aime 19th (notably down after 2022,

an avianflu year). Golspie coastal zone held 480 on 2 April, whilst 27&ll male,
were off Newhall Pointin the Cromarty Firth on the 17th. On the west coast,
Clashnessie supported 15 on 30 January, with nine being noted at Ullapool on 3
February.Numbers atKinloch, Loch Scresort Rumpeaked at 20 on 11 March.

Breeding: Monitoring of the Invergordon colonyfound the number of nestgo be

slightly down on the peak year (2021 = 166 nests). However, the 140 nests recorded

was a positive increase from only 127 in 2022 (@aavianflu year), with 61% of nests

successfully producing ducklinggB. Swann & |. Brockway Away from the Cromarty

Firth, breeding data verescarcex EOE OE@ OAAT OA O ,qinE GEpa | GAOAEAA | AAG6
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Eider brood or crech e sizes reported during 2023:

Number of ducklings 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 20
Number of reports 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 1
Total ducklings (minimum) = 54.

Autumn/Winter: The peak count within the Cromarty Firth was only 400, on 23
September. Eider in the Loch Fleet/Embo coastal zone numbered 200 on 3
October,rising to 550 by 2 November. Chanonry Point held 72 on 19 October and
Portmahomack 125 on 19 November. On the westoast there were 60 at
Clovullin, Corran on Loch Linnhen 8 August, 35 at Ullapool on 23 September, 15
at Aultbea on 2 November and 42 a€orranon the 10th.

[Northern Eider] Somateria mollissima borealis

Winter/Spring: The first birds showing characteristics of sspborealiswere two
on 28-30 January and onewvas reported on 24 April, all associating with Eiders
using the Loch Fleet/Embo coastal zone.

Autumn/Winter: The first bird of the winter was identified on 2 November,
associating with the same Eider flock.

Harlequin Duck Histrionicus histrionicus
Vagrant.

Summer: A male was discovered and photographed on 5 August at Littleferry,
Loch Fleet. It was recorded again in the same general area the following day but
was not seen thereafter.

Surf Scoters and Common Scoters,Dornoch © DeanMacAskill
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Surf Scoter Melanitta perspicillata
Rare visitor .

Winter/Spring: Two adult maleswere present, normally together, off Embofrom
20-30 January.

Autumn/Winter: A minimum of three birds were recorded using the Dornoch
offshore zone during this seasonal periodinvolving two adult males from 7
November to 2 December. In addition, a female was reported on 11 November

Velvet Scoter Melanitta fusca
Uncommon winter visitor in the wider Moray Firth, but rare
elsewhere.

Winter/Spring: Numbers of birds and reports were low overall, reflective of
population decline. Fivebirds were off Embo during January, slowly increasing to
peak at 18 onthe 30th. Fifteen were off Dornoch on 3 February and again on 15
March, with four passing Tarbat Ness onthe 20th. Embo coastal zone held 18 on
23 April. In the west, bur were noted flying overouter Loch Carron on 5 April.

Autumn/Winter: Two birds were off Alturlie on 11 November and two off Brora
on the 13th. A sngle was off Emboon 2 Novemberbut, unusually, the west coast
had the autumn/winter peak with four at Poolewe on 30 October.

Common Scoter Melanitta nigra

Scarce breeder in north and west; locally common in the wider
Moray Firth during winter/spring, but scarce elsewhere; some
over-summer.

Winter/Spring: Numbers normalised on the eastoast, with 605 birds off the
Dornoch coastal zone on 7 January and 180 off Embo tire 25th. Dornoch still
held decent numbersin February, with 770 onthe 3rd, while 48 flew south past
Tarbat Ness onthe 27th and 70 were off Embo on 11 April. Spring stopover at
Portmahomackstarted to build, with 845 birds on 14 April, rising dramatically to
3940 by the 2&h. Impressive numbers persisted, with 3730 still there on 13 May,
but rapidly fell away to 2290 onthe 19th and only 1000 on the 22nd. Brora
supported 150 on 25 May. On the westoast 10 were at Loch Gairloch on 19
February, six at Inverewe on 4 March, 10 at Gruinard Bay dhe 12th and 21 at
Ashaig Skyeon the 28th. Pabay Sound held 12 on 25 May.
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Breeding /summer : 15 femaleswere on West Invernessshire lochs and in Sutherland,

three females were on the two lochs surveye®ne bird was on Loch Insh throughout July.
On the coast25 at Hilton of Cadboll on 4 Junand two at Laideon 27 June.

Autumn/Winter:  Autumn storms were considered to have severely impacted
seaduck nearshore marine habitats and their prey resource, thus affecting
wintering populations. The consequential impacts persisted throughout winter
2023/24 (see Patterson & MacAskill, 2024&cottish Birds44(4): in press).In
September, 12 birdswere noted at Chanonry Point orthe 15th and 20 off Brora
on the 26th. Dornoch coastal zone supported only 545 on 5 November, dropping
further to only 360 on the 21st. Hilton of Cadboll held 170 orthe 15th and 110
were off Embo onthe 17th. Some individuals switched to find forage in sheltered
firths, with 40 female/immature birds in the Cromarty on 10 December whilst
hundreds probably departed instead. The peak thereafter was only SAdividuals
using the Dornoch and Embo coast

Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis
Locally common in the wider Moray Firth during winter/spring,
but scarce elsewhere.

Winter/Spring:  Wintering numbers appear to be on the decline generally.
Dornoch coastal zone held 25%irds on 7 January, with Embo supporting 320 on
the 25th. Small numbers were recorded at Tarbat Ness during midinter,
peaking at 51 on 18 February. Moving into late winter, Golspie coastal zone
peaked at 290 on 17 March, with 42 noted at Alturlie on the 2. Low numbers
were also noted at spring staging sitesvith Golspie peaking at only 255 on 7 April

in contrast to 1205 in 2022. Portmahomack supported only 680 o25 April (2100

in 2022 around the same time), with numbers falling away sharply bthe 28th to
only 160. Few recordswere forthcoming from the west, involving mainly singles.

Summer: One femalewas seenat Whiteness on 15 June and one bird at Embo on
4 July.

Autumn/Winter: Like Common Scoter, His species was also adversely affected
by severe autumnal storms. The firsseven returning birds were noted at Skelbo
on 14 September.On 2 October 112 were off Chanonry Point, with Brora
supporting 46 onthe 18th. The Cromarty Firth held 64 at a likely night roost on
the 23rd, whilst 50 were at Ardersier/Connage Bay orthe 30th. On 2 November
290 off Coul Links proved to be the peak winter countn advance of Storm Debi.
Thereafter, very low numberswere recorded along traditionally used east coast
zones, with a plethora of records indicating many birds had vacated the coast in
the hope of finding forage at inland freshwater sites instead. For exart® Loch
Eye about5km from the Outer Dornoch Firth, consistently held birds throughout
the autumn/winter, peaking at 23 on 31 December, which is unprecedented.
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Long-tailed Duck, Lochan Sgeireach, Stoer. © David Haines

Goldeneye Bucephala clangula

Scarce local breeder, mainly in Strathspey; locally common during
winter/spring.

Winter/Spring: The highest count for a single site, camas usualfrom Loch Eye;
80 on 9 January, peaking at 137 on 25 February, with 125 still there on 20 March.
The Inverness Firth held 52 off Clachnaharry on 13 January, peaking at 105 off
Seafield on 26 February. Merkinch LNR held a respectable 30 individuals on 7
February. On the westcoast, the highest winter count was 62 at Gairloch on 30
January.Soring numbers were low overall, but Loch Insh held 17irds on 2 May.

Breeding: Breeding data increased on last year, includingecords of 37 possible, 115
probable and 56 confirmed. First duckling broods were noted od4 May, atBognacruie,
Abernethy.

Number of Goldeneye pairs breeding at Insh Marshes 2014 z2023:

Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
Pairs 8 6 9 8" 12~ Covidl9 5 nr 4
" nest boxes with incubating birds

nr = not recorded

Goldeneye brood or creche sizes reported during 2023:

Number of ducklings 1 2 3 4 5 6 2 15
Number of reports 2 2 3 7 2 1 3 2

Total ducklings (minimum) =119.

1
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Goldeneye - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2023:
22 Jan 19 Feb 15 Oct 17 Dec

BrorazDornoch 9 8 0 4
Dornoch Firth 53 47 4 9
East Ross coast 6 2 00)
Cromarty Firth 22 10 5 7
Beauly Firth 22 3 1 3
Inverness Firth 87 192 15 25
Moray Basin Lochs 62 117 16 141
TOTALS 261 379 41 189

Autumn/Winter: At Loch @&Chnuic Abernethy 30 birds were still present on 14
September Winter numbers were low overall, but the peak count came from Loch
Eye, a Highland winter stronghold involving 130 on 21 November In the
Inverness Firth, 32utilised the Clachraharry to South Kessock sectiorin the west,
the River Shiel supported 15 on 28 November and 34vere at Dorlin/Castle
Tioram the next day.

Smew Mergellus albellus
Scarce winter visitor.

Autumn/winter: A female type (redhead) was usinghe lagoon at the Port of
Ardersier on 27 November.

Goosander Mergus merganser
Widespread riparian breeder in small numbers; uncommon and
local in autumn and winter.

Winter/Spring:  Mainly small numbers were noted throughout this period.
However, 12 were at Inverkirkaig on 1 January, with Loch Ashie holding eight on
the 7th, rising to 11 on 18 February. Avoch coast supported 13 on 12 March.
Thereafter, small flocks dispersed into pairs/groups moving to prospective
breeding sites from mid-March.

Breeding: A welcome increase in breeding datavas received, including 34 possible, 45
probable and 23 confirmedrecords. The first duckling brood was noted on 20 May, at
Nethy Bridge. Key breeding sites includ&Spey Damand Tulloch in Strathspeythe River
Conon at Moy Bridgeand Kilmarie and Loch Slapinon Skye.

Goosander brood or creche sizes reported during 2023:

Number of ducklings 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Number of reports 1 1 6 0 0 2 2
Total ducklings (minimum) =71.
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Summer: Few large summer flockswvere recorded. Milton of Culloden coast held

49 birds on 9 June, with 40 at Dorlin/Castle Tioram on 19 August and 32 at Kentra
Bay onthe 29th.

Autumn/Winter:  Only small numberswere noted throughout this period, the

most notable counts being28 at Grantownon-Speyon 8 September and 18 at
Achabeag Morvern on the same day. Seafie|dinvernessheld 38 on the 13h.

There were 12 at Loch Shiel on 2WNovember and four at Loch Arkaig on 30
December.

Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator
Widespread, mainly coastal, breeder in small numbers; locally
common in autumn and winter, especially in Inner Moray Firth.

Winter/Spring: Alturlie shore held 17birds on 20 January. Five separate flocks
off Golspie coastal zone totalled 240 on 3 February, with 90 off Dornoch Point on
8 March.On 20 March 96utilised Loch Fleet.On the west coastClovullin on Loch
Linnhe held 24 on 28 January, with 21 at Ashajgkyeon 11 Marchand 17 at Fort
William on 25 April.

Red-breasted Merganser - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2023:
22 Jan 19 Feb 15 Oct 17 Dec

BrorazDornoch 60 22 41 16
Dornoch Firth 3 10 7 5
East Ross coast 5 1 0 0
Cromarty Firth 22 21 20 22
Beauly Firth 2 2 9 2
Inverness Firth 18 11 46 17
Moray Basin Lochs 0 0 0 6
TOTALS 110 67 123 68

Breeding: Another positive increase in breedinglata involved nine possible, 45 probable
and 18 confirmed recordsMost notablewere nine pairs along the length of Loch Shiel (by
boat). The first duckling brood was noted on 19 June at Loch ScresgiRum Key breeding
sites included The Mound Lagoonand Little Assynt in Sutherland Loch Slapinon Skye
Loch Shieland Loch Ruthven.A welcome increase in duckling datavas reported, as
below:

Red-breasted Merganser brood or creche sizes reported during 2023:

Number of ducklings 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Number of reports 1 4 3 1 3 1 4 1
Total ducklings (minimum) = 115.

Summer: Embo coastal zone held 58irds on 29 June. Around 100 were at Camas
Shallachain Loch Linnheon 21 July.On 13 August,160 were counted off Tain
coast, whilst the Ardersier/Connage Bay flock peaked at 200 next day.
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Autumn/Winter: Numbers in many favoured estuaries and coasts appear teave
peaked during September. On the 8, Loch Fleet held 220, involving roosting and
foraging birds. The Cromarty Firth also held dayoosting and foraging birds,
totalling an impressive 675 onthe 10th. The Loch Fleet/Embo coastal zone
supported 240 on the 12th, peaking at 270 onthe 15th. On the westcoast,
Clovullin held 79 on 3 November and Loch nan CeaHlrisaig supported 35 onthe
11th.

Red Grouse Lagopus lagopus
Common to abundant resident on upland moors, especiall y across
eastern areas and in Badenoch & Strathspey.

Winter/Spring: Regular reports came from across the recording area, although
predominantly from the east. Most records were in single figures, but
exceptionally high counts of about 100 at Creag Bhalg, Kingussie on 18 January
and about 70 at Balsporran Cottages, Drumotr on 20 January were notable.
Spring counts were again in single figures.

Breeding: There were only nine BirdTrack records of birds with dependenthicks,Chick
counts ranged from two to 12.

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  Distribution was similar to that earlier in the year.
Although widely recorded, most records were again in single figures. Counts in
double figures came from Lochindorb, Balsporran Cottages, Dava Moor aAtlt
Buel an Sporain, Drumochter. High counts came from several tetrads in winter,
including, on 6 December150 from NJO3U and 56 from NJO3Z (both tetrads near
Grantown-on-Spey).

Ptarmigan Lagopus muta
Locally common breeding resident in montane areas, although
probably declining across Scottish range.

Winter/Spring: Birds were recorded across montane habitats throughout the
Highland recording area, but all birds were either noted as simply present or only

in single figures, with only three counts exceeding five individuals. Highest counts
were of 13 individuals on Seaa Bhraigh, SW Sutherland on 7 January and 14 at
Cuaich Cottages, near Dalwhinnie on 17 May. Five individuals were recorded on
An Teallach, Dundonnell on 24 January and five on Canisp, SW Sutherland on 7
April.

Breeding: Confirmed breeding records on BirdTrack (modly of birds with pre-fledged
chicks) were recorded from Breabag, Assynt on 2 June, Maoile Lunndaidh, Easter Ross on
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8 June, both Geatharn and Sgor Gaoith, Glenfeshie on 26 June, Cairn Gorm on 22 June
and on 10 July, and Ben Klibreck, near Altnaharra on 14 July. The highest count was of 12
birds in two coveys of eight and four birds respectively on Creag Meagaidh NNR3®July.

The last record was of an adult with young on 10 August.

Summer/Autumn/Winter: Records came from across Highland at altitude
(including two records at an altitude of only 700m) but few reports were of groups

of 10 or more birds. Highest counts included: a total of 20 on two Munros near
Loch Ossian on 25 October; 15 on Ben Loyal,ar€fongue on24 September; 14 on
Ben Aslak, Skye on 11 December; and 13 on Bynack Moor in the Cairngorms on 23
October.

Capercaillie Tetrao urogallus
Restricted to coniferous forests, mainly in Badenoch & Strathspey;
scarce and declining elsewhere.

Winter/Spring/Summer/Autumn: Ower 30 BirdTrack and eBird records were
received, with most referring to incidental records of birds seen, especially along
tracks and feeding in trees, but at least two were from licensed lek surveys. About
half were recorded in spring, with most of the remander from autumn and winter.
The great majority were from the core area of Badenoch & Strathspey. Qnew
exceptional, countwasof 11 birds in Rothiemurchus Forest on 5 October.

Breeding: This year showed another increase in lekking males recorded in Strathspey.
The total lekking males increased from 132 males in 2022 to 147 in 2023. The number of
leks occupied in Strathspey rose to 35 leks against 30 in 2022. Survey areas were reduced
to be more targeted. More historic leks were surveyed less regularly, unless cold searches
indicated that they are being recolonised. There was an increase in total lekking males
recorded in Easter Ross, with 14 males being recorded in 2023 compared to eighales

in 2022. The number of leks occupied increased by two, with six leks occupied in 2022
and eight leks occupied in 2023. The survey effort has remained consistent here since
2014. Only one brood was seen, of a single chick, in Easter Ross, although @{®owere
also observed in Abernethy.

The minimum number of lekking malesHighland
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Figure 1 z The minimum number of lekking Capercaillie males recorded in the Highland
region between 20022023 (2020 missed due to Covid restrictions)
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Figure 2 z The number of Capercaillie leks surveyed and occupied in the Strathspey
region between 20022023 (2020 missed due to Covid restrictions)
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Figure 3 z The number of Capercaillie leks surveyed and occupied in the Easter Ross
region between 20022023 (2020 missed due to Covid restrictions)
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Black Grouse Lyrurus tetrix
Locally common resident, maybe stable/declini ng in east, whereas
trends elsewhere are uncertain.

Winter/Spring:  Although widely recorded across the recording area, reports
from eastern and central Highland dominated. The great majority of records were
from the early part of the year, especially spring when birds are often observed at
lek sites. During the period 20March to 20 May, the largest lek recorded was of 20
males, with a mean maximum lek size of 7.6 males (range2D, from 28 leks
counted). Coordinated lek counts from Speyside and RSPB Corrimony reserve are
shown below. It appears that numbers may be decling at Corrimony, although
the trend in the wider Beauly catchment area may be stable.

Breeding: Other than records from lek sites, there were only four sightings of broods
(two, three, three and fourchicks).

2023 Summary from the Speyside Black Grouse Study Group:

In 2023, 81 leks across 18 estates counted 469 displaying males. The largest lek was of 20
malesx EOE pt 1 AEO AAET ¢ AOOAT AAA AU pmn T 0O i1 OA
estates, counted annually since 200humbers were similar in the last two yearswith a

48% decline (84 males in 2023) since 2001 (163 males). For the leks surveyed in both

2022 and 2023 there was on average an increasef 10% (457 males in 2023 and 416

males in 2022).The trends varied between estates from a decline of 29% an increase

of 92%. Further work is needed to understand the differences in the trends within
Speyside, although positive trends are likely linked to reduced deer densities encouraging
woodland regeneration.

Speyside peak male lek count 2001-2023
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Figure 1. Peak male lek count across Speyside. Note that the number of leks counted
and the number ofparticipating estates varies between years.
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Black Grouse Lek Counts at RSPB Corrimony:

Black Grouse on Corrimony
1998-2023
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Figure 2: Number of males counted at leks at RSPB Corrimony: 199823

Black Grouse, near Rogart. © Dean MacAskill
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Population Trends of Black Grouse in the Beauly Catchment
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Figure 3: Population trends ofBlack Grouse males atiek sites across the Beauly
catchment, 2007%2021. Bluebars are estimates with confidence intervals and green
bars are complete counts.

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  Birds were widely recorded across Highland in
summer and autumn, mostly in single figures, with high counts of 23 in a 5km
square near Fort William on 5 October, 26 near Loch Luichart in Easter Ross on 3
November and 30 at Abernethy on 25 November.

Grey Partridge Perdix perdix
Restricted to a few local breeding populations in Inner Moray Firth
Basin; sightings elsewhere probably derive from released birds.

Winter/Spring: There were small numbers recorded, generally across lowland
eastern areas of the recording area, with counts mostly of birds in single figures,
apart from a countof 10 from Tain on 2 January.

Breeding: No confirmed breeding records were received.

Autumn/Winter: Larger groups were recorded across eastern areas, ranging in
size from 2-17 birds (mean 8.5, n=12). High counts came from Hilton of Cadboll
(17 on 4 December), Cromdale (14 on 30 Novembegnd Loch Eye (13 on 29
December).
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Pheasant Phasianuscolchicus
Common resident breeder, supplemented by huge numbers of birds
released by shooting estates.

Winter/Spring: Over 700 BirdTrack and 265 eBird records were submitted from
January to the end of May, with most coming from the eastern part of the recording
area. Most records simply referred to birds being present and, where counts were
made, the majority were in sinde figures only. The highest counts were 30 at Dell
of Killiehuntly, Insh Marshes on 1 January, 38+ at Ruthven, Findhorn on 5 January,
over 30 seen along the Spey Way on 28 February and 30 on a Nethy Bridge tetrad
on 7 March.

Breeding: There were \ery few breeding records (three on BirdTrack).

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  As in January to May, most records originated from
eastern parts of the recording area, especiallgadenoch & Strathspey and Easter
Ross, but there were scattered records from both western, including Inner
Hebrides, e.g. Eigg, and northern parts of the recording area, e.g. Forsinard,
Gordonbush tis likely that most of the latter refer to naturalised birds rather than
releases for shooting. As might be expected, birds were recorded in larger
numbers in late summer, autumn, and early winter, presumably aa result of
releases.The first confirmed record of released birds was made on 24 July at
Pitmain Lodge, Kingussie, when over 30 were seef@ver 70 were recorded at
Ballachroan, Kingussie on 13 October and more than 80 from Blargie Craig, Laggan
on 14 October. Bdhachroan also recorded the highest total of over 100, on 23
October.

Quail Coturnix coturnix
Rare breeder and scarce summer visitor.

Spring/Summer: There were 15 records from what were likely to be 10 separate
places, in Strathspey, Invernesshire, Easter Ross, north Sutherland and Skye.
Two records, with separate grid referencesmay refer to the same bird(s) that
moved location. Mostrecords were of single birds or simply recorded as present,
but one recordwas of two birds at Kilmuir, Skye was notable. Only six records
referred to birds confirmed calling, but it is likely that most or all were heard
rather than seen. The first confirmed record was on 3 June from Tullochgorum,
Boat of Gartenand the last from Hilton of Cadboll, Easter Ross on 27 July.

Quiail - 10-year summary of records of calling males 2014 z2023:
2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
Records 20 4 5 10 9 10 M7 11

Breeding: There were no confirmed breeding records.
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Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa

Released annually in high numbers by commercial shooting
estates and so can be found quite widely dispersed; scarce
elsewhere.

Spring/Summer/Autumn/Winter: Generally recorded in single figures, or
present, in all months, birds could be seen almost anywhere, but mainly across
eastern parts, especially Badenoch & Strathspey and east Invernedsre. Most
records were in spring and summer. High counts were sean mid-late summer,
presumably after commercial releases, all in the Kingussie area. These included an
early record on 24 July from Pitmain Lodge of 20+ birds, then 100+ at Balavil on
15 August, 80+ at Pitmain Lodge on 19 September and around 100 at Balieoan

on 23 October.

Breeding : There were four confirmed breeding records, two of fledged young at two
locations in Badenoch & Strathspey on 15 June and 10 July, one at Lynebeg, Moy on 19
July and one in Strath Dearn of a pair with chicks on 20 July.

Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba
Vagrant.

Spring: A bird was seen in Mallaig on @ March and then oneNW of Eigg on4
April. Both records are likely to have been part of what is considered to have been
a major influx of this species into Great Britain, and particularly Ireland, in March.
Given this large influx, these may be separate birds, although their proximity
makes this urcertain. The Mallaig bird is only the second ever for Highland.

Swift Apus apus
Locally common summer visitor & breeder in east, but usually
scarce in north and west.

Spring/Summer: The first record, of two birds, was from Kingussie on 2 May,
although the main influx appears to have occurred from around 12 May. The great
majority of records were of birds in single figures, with areas to the east
predominating, especially Inverness/Easter Ross ral Badenoch & Strathspey
areas. The highest spring count was 15, in both Inverness on 21 May and at
Glenfinnan Viaduct on 26 May. Notably high counts from later in the year, of pest
breeding flocks, were largely from late July andugust: 35 at Avoch on 27 July; 45
at Smithton on 28 July; 40 over Dingwall on 28 July; and the highest count
reported, 60 over Aviemore on 7 August.
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Breeding : There was a small number of records of confirmed breeding, including: what
was assumed to be three pairs nesting on Laggan Hotel on 4 June; an occupied nest at
Dalwhinnie Distillery on 25 July; fledged young at Carrbridge (in a party of 17) on 10
August; and 10 birds from three nests with young in Fort Augustus on 10 August. Most
large gatherings noted previously in late July were almost certainly due tinve presence

of recently fledged juveniles.

Autumn: The great majority of birds appear to have left the recording area by the
end of August, but there were reports of birds throughout September in very small
numbers. The last birds recorded from 22 September onwards were at Insh
Marshes and the very last reord was from Invertromie/Ballochbuie on 9 October.

Cuckoo Cuculus canorus
Common summer visitor & breeder.

Spring/Summer: Commonly recorded across the whole recording area, there
were over 1000 BirdTrack and eBird records, 98% of which were in Aprlune.
The first recorded bird was in Portree on Skye on 12 April, although the major
influx into Highland occurred from about 15-16 April onwards. The reporting rate
graph below shows that the timing of this arrival coincided closely with that of
previous years, with a slightly bigger than usual influx. There were relatively few
records from July onwards compared to earlier months Unsurprisingly, most
early records were of calling/singing birds. The very few multiple records
included a count of six from Loch Knockie, Whitebridge on 11 May, and four from
Loch Duibaig, Skye on 13 May. In August, most records were of presumed
juveniles, consistent with normal departure dates of adults for this species.

Reporting rate

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

% of complete lists
I

~— Cuckoo - Highland - 2023 —— Cuckoo - Highland - Historical

Reporting rate: %age each week of BirdTrack lists with a report of Cuckoo
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Breeding: There were 12 records of confirmed juveniles on BirdTrack, some recorded as
still being fed by the host parents, in most cases these being Meadow Pipits. The earliest
record of a juvenile was from 28 June, from South Erradale, near Gairloch and the last
from 11 August, at Heaste Road, Skye, the penultimate record received.

Autumn: The only record was of an unaged bird recorded at Inver in Easter Ross
on 6 September.

Y% o

Cuckoo, Scullamus Moss, Skye © Bob McMillan

Rock Dove/Feral Pigeon Columba livia
Rock Dove tncommon breeder in north and west; Feral Pigeons are
more widespread.

Winter/Spring: There were 294 BirdTrackrecords ascribed to Rock Dove over
this period, from western areas within the recording area. While generally
recorded in small numbers, there were high counts of 37 at Broadford Bay on 25
January, 38 at Loch Inchard, Kinlochbervie on 29 January and 30 at Inverydtish
Hatchery on 21 April. In contrast, there were 421 records of Feral Pigeons over
the same period, largely from eastern areas of the recording area, with large flocks
recorded at Invertromie/Ballochbuie, of around 50 birds on 2nd January, 47 at
Corrimony on 2 January and more than 40 at Ruthven, Findhorn on 5 January.

Breeding: There were very few records of confirmed breeding ascribed to Rock Doves, at
only two sites in the west of the region.

68



.

=

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  There were 220 BirdTrack records of presumed
Rock Doves over this entire period, again from western parts of the recording area.
High counts were reported from Inverpolly, of 50 on 11 November and 63 from
the road to Inverpolly Lodge on 24 December, as Weas over 40 at Elphin on 16
November. In contrast, there were 539 records of Feral Pigeons over the same
time period, with a similar distribution to earlier in the year. As it is doubtful
whether many recorders do detailed plumage evaluation and a lotforecords are
probably determined on the basis of geographical location and/or habitat, it
seems overly optimistic therefore to describe many records as either Rock Dove
or Feral Pigeon in such definitive terms.

Stock Dove Columba oenas
Increasingly scarce breeder in Inner Moray Firth Basin; rare
elsewhere but increasing in Easter Ross and SE Sutherland

Winter/Spring: There were 20 BirdTrack records across the Highland recording
area, as far west as Muck and Handa Islands and as far east as N@&fgge,
although most records were from eastern areas. Most records were of single birds,
but a record of four birds from Drumbeg Viewpoint near Lairg on 20 April was
notable.

Breeding: There was one confirmed record of breeding, when one juvenile was seen at
Alturlie on 14 July.

Summer/Autumn/Winter: A further 17 BirdTrack records from June onwards
came mainly from Easter Ross/Black Isle, with multiple records from Dornoch and
Udale Bay. The highest counts were also from the Dornoch area, with nine birds
present on 27 June and 12 at Achavandra Muirgar Dornoch on 27 August, 12 on
29 September, 12 on 6 October and eight on 8 October.

Woodpigeon Columba palumbus
Abundant widespread resident, mainly in east; locally very
abundant i n winter.

Winter/Spring: There were 2284 BirdTrack and 982 eBird records from January
to the end of May and, while most were from eastern parts, there were records
across the whole area. Most were of birds recorded in single figures or present,
with only 76 records of 20 or more brds. There was a small number of particularly
high counts, including 160 at Drumuillie, Strathspey on 16 January, 200 at
Culloden Wood on 24 January, an extremely high count of 1200 at Muckerach,
Braes of Abernethy on 10 Februaryan estimaed 323 at Dell of Killiehuntly, Insh
Marshes on 22 February, about 400 at Dorback, Nethy Bridge on 27 February and
300 at Easter Dalziel, near Dalcross on 17 March.

69



<

Breeding: The first confirmed breeding was on 16 April, when recently fledged young
were seen at Drumguish in Badenoch. Breeding was confirmed at 17 sites, with the last
recorded (large) young at Drumguish on 6 September, although birds were also seen rest
building on 1 October at Drumguish.

Autumn/Winter: There were 2192 records from June to December, again across
all areas of Highland. There were fewer records of 20 or more birds together (41),
with only six records of more than 50 birds. High counts included about 50 birds
at Dell of Killiehuntly on 20 ard 30 August, 50 at Pityoulish, Strathspey on 12
October, 60 at Ashton Farm, near Inverness on 6 November, more than 50 in
Strath Dearn on 7 November and more than 55 at Ariundle Oak Wood, Strontian
on 17 November.

Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto
Common widespread resident, mainly in east but increasing in
north and west.

Winter/Spring: There were 783 BirdTrack records from across Highland, with
around 80% from eastern areas. Of remaining records, there were 34 from the
north (covering square NC) and 121 from western squares (NM and NG). The great
majority of records were of birds in sinde figures, usually either as single birds or
pairs. There were several records of 10 or more birds: 12 in Aviemore on 1
January; 10 between Culloden and Alturlie on 25 February; 12 in Grantowon-
Spey on 21 April; 10 at Boat of Garten on 26 April; and 12 Durness on 30 May.
The highest count was on Broadford saltmarsh on 10 May, whe&20 birds were
recorded.

Breeding: There were no reports of confirmed breeding and very few of probable
breeding, e.g. courtship and display.

Summer/Autumn/Winter : There were 712 BirdTrack records from across
Highland, with the great majority again from eastern areas. Of remaining records,
there were 20 from the north (covering square NC) and 112 from western squares
(NM and NG). Again, the great majority of recordsere of birds in single figures.
There were only six records of 10 or more birds: 10 at Loch Flemington on 26 July;
26 at Embo on 17 September; 10 at Portmahomack on 27 September; 17 at
Ardersier on 24 October; and over 10 at Golspie on 8 December, andeow5 on

10 December.
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Water Rail Rallus aquaticus
Secretive, bu probably widespread resident in suitable habitat.

Winter/Spring: There were 31 BirdTrack records from January through to the
end of May, with most in March and April. While records were widely spread
geographically, in general they were only reported consistently from a relatively
few sites, especially Merkinch and Altrlie. They were revealed in many cases only
through their characteristic calls during the breeding season. Nocturnal flight calls
were again noted on Rum, on 28 February, 10, 27 and 31 March, 6 April and 4 May.
Almost all records were of single birds, apa from three birds reported from Loch

an Spioraid, SE of Nethy Bridge on 28 May.

Summer/Breeding: There were 17 BirdTrack records from June through to the end of
August, again mostly of singles, but five pairs were recorded on Canna/Sanday, with
recently fledged young recorded at one Sanday site on 29 July. At least one juvenile was
seen at Alturlie P@lIs on 14 July and another at Dulnain Bridge on 14 August.

Autumn/Winter: There were only seven records from September through to the
end of December, all of single birds.

Corncrake Crex crex
Locally scarce summer visitor & breeder in north and west; rare
elsewhere.

Spring: Records were predominantlyfrom Skye (inicroe/Totescore area), Canna
and Sanday, with a small number from mainland locations, particularly from the
Durness area. The first records were from Loch BorallieDurness on 6 May
followed by records from Canna on 11 and 12 May. There was a noteworthy, high
count of 11territories on Canna on 25 and 26 May, the highest count there since
1982. Otherwise, most records were mainly of single birds, generally heard
calling.

Breeding: Birds were reported as mating ata mainland siteon 6 Mayz an extraordinary
sighting - and one adult was seen with five chicks on Canna on 11 Julfae number of
territories in the official surveycount on Skyewas 14, the same as in 2022owevet, it is
known that there were more birds around on the island than lasyear, with at least 18
calling males estimated.

Corncrake - 10-year summary of calling males at Durness 201 47202 3:

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022023
Calling males 11 8 13 6 7 6 6 3 55

Summer/Autumn: All reports were from Skye, Canna and the Durness area.
Records continued into late August, the latesit mainland siteson 15 August and
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22 August. However, there was a verlate record of a bird at Ardnish on Skye on
17 October.

Spotted Crake Porzana porzana
Scarce local breeder: rare elsewhere.

Spring/Summer: One bird was recordedoy RSPB stafét Balavil, Insh Marshes

Moorhen Gallinula chloropus
Locally common resident in east, but scarce in north and west .

Winter/Spring: There was systematic reporting from a small number of
locations, across the whole year, with most records from Easter Ross (Tain),
Inverness (Drummond, Merkinch, UHI campus, Beechwood and Alturlie), and
Strathspey (Grantownon-Spey and Boat of Garten). In Easter Ross, the highest
counts were 1214 birds at Tan on 3, 7, 15 and 21 February, then 12 at Tain Links
on 27 March. In Inverness, 10 were recorded at the UHI campus on 15 January and
15 on 7 February. Elsewhere, birds were reported from the Durness area and the
Flow Country in Sutherland. A record of nawrnal calling on 6 April on Rumwas
notable.

Breeding/Summer: Confirmed breeding was first recorded on 18 April at Balnakeil and
in mid-May newly fledged young were seen at Wester Inshes and Blair Grove, Inverness.
Breeding was confirmed at several locations through June, July and August, with the last
record of recently fledged young on 10 August at Kylintra Burn, Grantowson-Spey.

Autumn/Winter:  Again, most records came fromEaster Ross, Inverness and
Strathspey, with highest countsfrom Inverness, at Beechwood (17 on 27
September and 14 on 4 November), Scretan Burn (13 on 7 October) and UHI
campus (14 and 17 on 28 and 31 December respectively).

Coot Fulica atra
Uncommon local breeder in east, but rare in west and absent from
nort h, locally common in Inner Moray Firth Basin in some winters.

Winter/Spring: Regular counts were made at a few weknown sites, reflecting
the known distribution, notably Loch Flemington, Loch Eye, Loch Kinellan and
Alturlie Pools. High counts included 10 on 7 January and 13 on 12 February at
Loch Eye, and 10 at Loch Flemington at® February. The maximum count in this
period was of 18 individuals at Loch Eye on 16 March.

72



.

=

Breeding: Breeding was confirmed at six sites: Fort George, Alturlie, Loch Kinellan (at
least three pairs), Whiteness, Lochan Mor at Inverdruie and Boat of Garden. First breeding
was confirmed on 13 April at Fort George and the last, a record of a juvenile, at Bo#t
Garten on 24 August.

Autumn/Winter:  The highest counts of the year were made at Loch Eye, with
counts of between 10 and 50 individualsthe latter recorded on 20 December.

Common Crane Grus grus
Scarce migrant.

Spring: Two records this year were of twobirds, firstly flying over Loch Ruthven
on 23 April, and subsequentlyseen the following day onDrumossie Moor.There
was also a report on 24 April from Inshes Woodlt is suspected that all three
reports could refer to the same two birdsOn 24 April, three birds were reported
at Loch Assynt.

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis
Widespread and increasing breeder in small numbers.

Winter/Spring/Summer: Recorded widely across Highland, although less so in
the far north, most records came from areas to the south and east, and almost
always in small numbers. Notably high counts came from Loch Eye (41 on 6
August), Loch Flemington (14 on 26 July), Loch MokVaterstein (12 on 12
February) and Loch Laide, Abriachan (11 on 31 August). Such high numbers in
summer are likely to have been due to presence of fledged young.

Breeding: Confirmed breeding came from 19 sites. First confirmed breeding was an
occupied nest at Balnakeil on 18 April and the last was presence of juveniles at Loch Mealt,
Skye on 25 September.

Autumn/Winter: Highest numbers of birds recorded were in September, with
regular high counts from Loch Eye and a maximum count of 43 on the 12th.
Elsewhere, 11 birds were on Loch Flemington on 4 October, 12 at Merkinch on 12
October, 13 at Loch Kinellan on 16 October ant?-16 individuals seen at Loch
Shiel over the period 330 November. Otherwise, most records were in single
figures and, by the beginning of winteybirds were frequently recorded on coastal
sites and water bodies nearer the coast.
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Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus
Scarce visitor, mainly in autumn and winter, but summer records
increasing .

Winter/Spring: A single individual was regularly reported at Alturlie from the
beginning of January into May. Another, or the same, individual was seen at Milton
of Culloden on 7 February.

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  An individual was recorded at five sites east of
Inverness; Seafield, Milton of Culloden, Castle Stuart Bailturlie and Ardersier,
over the period 10 August to 31 December. Two birds were seen in the Beauly
Firth on 11 November. Elsewhere, single birds were reported at Loch Shiel on 8
June, Fort William on 16 August, Loch Eye on 3 October and Loch Ashie on 17
October. As ever, no evidencef breeding was reported.

Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus
Scarce local breeder; common in winter, especially in Inner Moray
Firth.

Winter/Spring: While individuals were recorded from most coastal areas, the
great majority of records were from the Inner Moray Firth, especially the
Cromarty and Dornoch Firths. High counts were consistently recorded within the
Dornoch Firth, 31 on 7 January, 55 on 3 February and 44 on 15 Marchhe
Cromarty Firth had 33 individuals on 28 March. The first records of birds on inland
water bodies (potential breeding sites) came from Loch Ruthven on 18 March and
Loch Kinellan on 19 March.

Breeding: There was anotheralbeit small, decline in the breeding population, with only
15 pairs recorded as breedingUnfortunately, it was a bad year at Loch Ruthven, where
the birds did not seem to settle, which may have been due to low water levels at the start
of the seasonOverall productivity was 0.8 fledged young per breeding pair, which is
slightly above the 1Gyear average (20132022) of 0.74 chicks fledged per breeding pair.

Slavonian Grebe Productivity in Highland 2023:

Occupied Lochs| Number of Pairs | Number of Young

Inverness, North of

Great Glen 2 3 6
Inverness, South of

Great Glen 3 ! 0
Badenoch & Strathspey 1 2 4
Rossshire 2 3 2
Total s 8 15 12
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Slavonian Grebe Breeding Productivity 2014 -2023:

2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2022 | 2023
Breeding | 3 | g | 35 | 27 | 26 | 26 | * 19 | 16 | 15
Pairs
Young 37 | 14 | 21| 7 | 14 | 158 | * | 23 | 10 | 12
Fledged
Young | 1611 0550 | 0.60 | 0.26 | 054 | 058 | * | 1.21 | 063 | 0.80
per Pair

* not counted due to Covidl9 restrictions

Autumn/Winter:  The coastal distribution was similarto that in the winter/
spring period, with numbers again high across the Dornoch and Cromarty Firths.
Particularly high counts were notable in the Cromarty Firth, 16 on 10 September,
31 on 23 September, 47 on 23 October and 26 on 19 November. Small numbers
were counted on Loch Ashie throughout October and last recorded on 9
November. It is thoughtthat these Loch Ashie birds are likely to be moulting
Scottish breeding birds.

Stone-curlew, Beauly © Annie Noble

Sone-curlew Burhina oedicnemis

Vagrant.
Summer: One bird present at Beauly from 2122 June was only the fourth record
for Highland, all this century.
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Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus
Common breeder; abundant in Inner Moray Firth in winter, but
uncommon elsewhere.

Winter/Spring: As in previous years, most of the triple-figure counts were
around the Moray Firth. The outlier was 117 counted at Tongue on 31 January
during the annual RAFOS survey. The three highest counts were 330 on 14 January
at Castle Stuart, 650 at Udale Bay on 13 February and 400 &eBo on 23 March.
The highest count on the west coast was 78 at the moutb§the Lochy and Linnhe

on 21 Mach. Inland birds were noted from midFebruary, with 13 at InshMarshes

on 13 February, growing to 45 on 18 February.

Breeding: There were 30 records of fledged young on BirdTrack, which is on a par with
last year. However, it should be noted that eight of these were at the same location over
the space of a week. There seemed to be an upward trend at Insh Marshes, following a few
lower years, and a productive season was noted on Eigg, with the usual 12 pairs and
fledged young seen in early summer. Seven pairs were also noted on Handa, which was
consistent with last year.

Number of Oystercatcher pairs breeding at Insh Marshes 2014 z2023:
Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Pairs 42 37 42 34 40 41 * 34 35 38
* count not done due to Covidl9 restrictions

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  Bird numbers in triple figures remained in coastal
areas throughout the breeding seasonincluding at Tain, Whiteness Head and
Udale Bay. Larger concentrations started to grow in Augustith 400 at Whiteness
Bay on 10 August and 200 in Udale Bay on 20 August, which grew to 610 on 10
September. The highest totals of the year were 800 noted hbth Fort George on
11 September and Nigg Bay on 8 November. Therawa single triple-figure count

on the west coastpf 101 at Kentra Bay on 29 AugusfThe highest count from the
north coast was 50 birds noted at Skinnet Beach, Tongue on 4 October

Oystercatcher - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2023:
22 Jan 19 Feb 150ct 17 Dec

BrorazDornoch 599 627 139 278
Dornoch Firth 714 682 1128 731
Easter Ross rocky shore 99 89 25 35
Cromarty Firth 2763 2463 3114 1911
Beauly Firth 590 457 401 536
Inverness Firth 959 985 1807 1332
TOTALS 5724 5303 6614 4823
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Lapwing Vanellus vanellus
Common but declining breeder in east, but scarce elsewhere;
locally common migrant, but can be uncommon in winter.

Winter/Spring: Most triple -figure counts were seenoutside of the Moray Firth
area this year, in Badenoch & Srathspey, including 250 at Balliefurth on 1
February and presumably the same flock of 250 at Achnahannet on 26 February.
Insh Marshes recordeda count 0f200 on 18 February while Dell of Killiehuntly
had seven threefigure counts between 20 February and 16 March, with a peak of
256 on 25 February The Moray Firth producedonly three triple -figure counts
(compared to 13 last year), with 140-150 noted near Inverness on 5 and 7
February and 126 at Udale Bay on 13 FebruaryThe WeBScounts noted below
were also marginally lower than in 2022

Breeding : The first record of breeding was notedas usualon Rum with a nest with eggs
recorded on 16 April. This was four days later than last yeabut identical to the year
before. The first chicks were noted at Spey Dam on 9 M&reeding was confirmed at 18
sites this year, the same as last year, butdre wereonly four records outside of Badenoch
& Strathspey. Ofnote were: fledged young on Cannat Ullinish on Skye and alsdn Strath

Cuileannach incentral Rossshire. Forty pairs were also confirmed to have bred on Eigg.

Number of Lapwing pairs breeding at Insh Marshes 201 4z2023:

Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
Pairs 61 57 58 59 77 70 * 84 93 75
* count not done due to Covidl9 restrictions

Summer/Autumn/Winter: The earliest postbreeding flock recorded was
possibly the 15 birds seen on the Beauly Firth on 4 Juind 40 were then seen at
Alturlie on 14 July. High counts returned to the Moray Firth, with200 present at
Ardersier from 4 August until 10 August 157 at Milton of Culloden on 1
September, 200 at Udale Bay on 5 September and 100 at Alturlie on 4 October. The
highest count was 400 at Gollanfield on 11 November, where theewere also 280
birds on 31 December. Elsewhere, the highestutumn count on the north coast
was 50 at Balnakeil on 21 November andn the west,48 were seen at Loch Caroy
on Skye on 19 Noverber.

Lapwing - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2023:
22 Jan 19 Feb 150ct 17 Dec

BrorazDornoch 8 56 0 75
Dornoch Firth 104 46 15 84
Easter Ross rocky shore 0 0 0 0
Cromarty Firth 133 149 285 266
Beauly Firth 76 53 316 50
Inverness Firth 105 208 130 236
TOTALS 426 512 746 711
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Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria
Locally common breeder; locally common migrant and uncommon
winter visitor, mainly in east.

Winter/Spring: Of the 50 records 30 were received from Tarbat Nesswhere a

good-sized flock was presentthroughout this period, starting with 50 on New

9AAO6O0 $AUh ET AOAAOET ¢ O pmnm 11T ¢m *Al OAO
on 26 April. This was the highest count fospring, but 248 at Red Poinin Wester

Rosson 24 April was notable, as wre 200 at the Dell of Killiehuntly, Badenochon

13 March, 136 at Golspie Links on 17 March, and 168 at Balrgllon 18 April.

Breeding: 4 EA ZEO0O0O AAITEIT C T AT A xAO 1dusdhkdhoni T pp ! D
Fledged young were only recorded at three sites acrogbe Highlands (Fannichs, Affric

and Cairngorm). Eggs were noted at a further sitdut these were the only confimed

breeding records. The annual survey at Sallachy, Lairg gleaned A®T,an improvement

on last year, but still continued a general downward trend.

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  The last birds seeron high ground were 12 on Carn
Ban Mor, Glen Feshi@en 31 August. Movements of posbreeding birds started on

20 July with 53 noted at Glen Brittle on Skye, 15 at Tarbat Ness on 16 August, 22
at Loch Eil on 19 August and 28 at Udale Bay on 30 Augustreasing to 60there

on 7 September, 99 on 11 October and then 260 on 14 October. Other notable large
flocks towards the end of the of year were 100 at Nigg Ban 26 September, 172

at Keoldale, Durness on 23 Octobe235 at Tarbat Ness on 29 October, 120 at Loch
Dunvegan on 17 November and an impressive 630 counted at Nigg Bay on 17
December.

Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola
Uncommon migrant, mainly in autumn in east, but scarce in
winter.

Winter/Spring/Summer: There were only 18 records for the first two thirds of
the year, of which11 were from Dornoch The six birds spotted there on 1 January
were likely stayers since October the previous yeawhile 14 on 2 April wasthe
highest count ofthis period. On the west coasthere were recordsof a single bird

at Balnakeil on 14 January, threat Ashaig, Skye on 16 January and a single at Old
Dornie, Ullapool on 4 April.

Autumn/Winter:  There were 25 records which was on a par with
autumn/winter in the previous year. As usual, the bulk were from Dornoch Firth
which had five birds on 12 October1l5 November,rising to nine on 21 November
and peakng at 15 on 26 November. These birds seemed to have dessed at the
end of the year, with only a single bird being seen on 22 and 30 December. On the
west coast, a single birdstayed at Laide between 15 October and 13 December.
There was also a pair at Breakish, Skye on 4 September
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Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula
Widespread breeder on coast in small numbers, but scarcer inland,;
locally common in Inner Moray Firth in autumn and winter.

Winter/Spring: A pair at Strathpefferon 15 January was an unusual inland record
for the time of year. However, as expected, the remainder of counts from the early
part of the year were from coastal areas, and all in low double figures. There were
only sevenrecords of more than 30 birds up to the end of AprilThe highestcount
for the east coastwas 46 at Brora on 12 April and for the west coast 80 at
Broadford Bay on 12 April growing to 100 on 27 AprilHowever, for the north
coast the top count was only 20 at Melvich on 8 Marcin May, numbers on the
east coast grew, with 160 counted at Dornoch on 5 May, increasing to 340 on 8
May, which was the highest count of the year. Early signs of birds moving inland
were a pair at Dalwhinnie on 24 March and a pair at Dalchork on 16 Aprfive
birds of the subspeciedundrae were recorded at Brora on 20 MayIn the Inner
Moray Firth WeBS count, the Januanyptal was 30% lower and the Februarytotal
15% lower than in 2022.

Breeding: There were 12 records of proven breeding on BirdTrackwo from the north
coast, four from the west coast, two from the east coast and the remainder from Badenoch.
The first record wasof two recently hatched chicks at Whiteness Head on 1 Juaed the
last wasof two chicks noted at Dalwhinnie on 8 August. On Eigij was an average year
with around 12 breeding pairs. Chicks were also seen on Handa.

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  Signs of postbreeding flocks started to appear on the
west coast,with 26 birds at Loch Linnhe on 21 July, 20 at Gedintailor, Skye on 1
August and 27 at Loch Kishorn on 2 AugusA flock at Broadford Bay of 80 on 14
August grew to 100 on 21 August and peaked at 200 on 10 Septembdumbers
did not start to increase on the east coast until 120 were seen at Brora on 7 August
and 71 at Whiteness Bay on 10 August. Numbers peaked at 184 at Brora on 10
September, after which all records reduced to low double and single figures.
Numbers on the north coast were generally in the singlegures, with eight double-
figures counts peaking with 67 at Balnakeil on 17 Octobefrhe Inner Moray Firth
WeBS couns were much reduced compared to 2022jn October being 50% of
2022 figures, and December worryingly only 40%.

Ringed Plover - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2023:
22 Jan 19 Feb 150ct 17 Dec

BrorazDornoch 253 115 0 128
Dornoch Firth 26 39 8 17
Easter Ross rocky shore 12 34 16 0
Cromarty Firth 14 28 146 69
Beauly Firth 0 0 0 0
Inverness Firth 5 0 23 0
TOTALS 310 216 193 214
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Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius
Scarce passage visitor.

Spring/Summer: Following on from no records last year, a single bird was seen
at Balnakeil on 6 May. A single bird was then present d&he Mound, Loch Fleet
between 7 and 14 May, with one seen &ornoch from 10 to 14 May. A single bird
was present between 12 and 13Viay at a site in Badenoch & Strathspey, where
two birds were recorded on 14 and 16 My.

Dotterel Charadrius morinellus
Uncommon summer visitor & breeder in montane habitat; scarce
elsewhere in spring and summer.

Spring/Summer: The first record wasof two birds spotted on the Nevis range on
15 April, although this was the only record from here for the year. This was two
weeks earlier than the first recordin 2022. As usualthe Cairngorms had most
records, with 13 in total, followed by four records from around the Drumochter
pass.Records from dher areaswere pairs ontwo Sutherland mountains on18
April and 3 May, a singing mal€94m above GlenCalvie, Easter Ros®n 6 May,a
pair on a Munro in Glen Cluanie on 9 May, a pair on Creag Meagaidh on 13 May,
pair on aStrathfarrar Munro on 28 May; a single on a Loch Monar Munro a® June
and a pair on the Fannichs on 1 AugusfThe last record wasof a single birdin the
Cairngormson 5 August, which was two weeks earlier than lastyedrO AE T Al
There were no doublefigure counts of birds or pairs this year, with the maximum
counts being six birds and five birds (twice) in the Cairngorms.

Breeding: There were eight records of confirmed breeding four of males with fledged
young, all of which were from the Cairngormsand four of occupied nests, one in the
Cairngorms and three on the Drumochter hills.

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus
Has bred; uncommon migrant but can be locally common.

Winter/Spring: The first sighting was two birds at Insh Marshes on 13 April
which was slightly later thanin the last two years. The first record from the west
coast were on Skye on 18 Apri] with singles at Monkstadtin Linicro and at
Ardnish, and a good initial count ofine at Loch Portree Numbers were generally
in single figures for most of April until 11 were seen at Dornoch, followed by 10 at
Hilton of Cadboll and the largest spring count of 31 at Achabealylorvern on 28
April. Notable countslater in spring were 30 at Red Point, Wester Ross on 1 May,
26 at Traigh, Arisaigon 2 May, 20 at the latter site on 6 May and a flockof 17 at
Balnakeil on 1 June.
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Breeding: Birds were on territory nearl A O O bléddihgsiedn Badenoch from 30 June
to 10 July, but no breeding was confirmed

Summer/Autumn: There appeared to beone or two summering birds on both
east and west coasts athe region. A count of35 noted on Canna on 13 Jujythe
largest of the year, probably involved early autumn passage birdsOther double
figure counts towards the end of summer were 16 at Staffin Bay on 13 August, 26
at Kirkton, Lochalshon 14 August, 19 at Fort Geomgon 19 Augustand 10 at
Broadford Bay on the same day. Numbers in Broadford Bay rose to bn 23
August. The last sighting of the year was two birds at Strathcarron on 11 October.

Whimbrel, Alturlie. © Al McNee

Curlew Numenius arquata
Common but declining breeder; common winter visitor in Inner
Moray Firth, but uncommon elsewhere.

Winter/Spring: The year started with a triple-figure count of 210 at Castle Stuart
and reports of this flock continued until 17 March, with 180 on 14 January and
200 birds at Alturlie on 16 February. Other triplefigure counts for the east coast
were 144 at Drumancroy on 19 February and 160 at Skelbo on 23 March. The best
count for the north coast was 79 at Tongue on 31 January arfdr the west coast

41 near Stoer, Assynt on 26 April. Birds started to move inland in late February,
with the first single seen in Strathspey on 18 February near Loch Gen, followed

by 23 birds at Balliefurth on 20 February andhe first 20 noted at Insh Marshes
on 21 February. An impressive inland count of191 was noted at Carr Road,
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Strathspey on 22 March. Concerninglyhe Inner Moray Firth WeBS counts were
hugely down when compared tahose of 2022 with Januar lieing less than 50%
and Februaryd T%, but still considerably down on the previous year.

Breeding: Therewere only nine records ofproven breeding success on BirdTrack an@s
usual, the bulk of these were inBadenoch &Strathspey. The first fledged youngwere seen

on 27 Mayin the Findhorn valley and the lasttwo young chicks with parents on the River
Truim, on 18 July. It was good to hear of recently fledged young on the north coast at
Armadale on 17 June. Thereras also successful breeding noted on Eigg.

Number of Curlew pairs breeding at Insh Marshes 201 47202 3:

Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
Pairs 103 94 95 99 72 83 * 79 87 74
* count not done due to Coviel9 restrictions

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  The first largepost-breeding concentration was seen

at Udale Baywith 27 arriving birds on 15 June. This was followed by 15 aMilton

of Culloden on 27 June and 32 dbornoch Links on the same day. The highest
numbers on the east coast were at Loch Fleet where 179 were counted on 5 July
increasingto an impressive 341 on 9 August, the highest count of the year. Other
good east coast counts were 150 at Dornoch on 30 October and 28 Novemlaad
the year ended as it began, with a tripldigure count at Castle Stuart, of 170 on 31
December.On the west coast, 13 birds arrived at the head of Loch Portree on 21
Juneand numbers peaked at 56 on 9 July. Another good count orky was 53
birds at Broadford Bay on 8 August. Kentra Bay hosted birds throughoutith
good counts of 74 on 23 July and 94 on 12 September. On the north coast, a flock
of 30 at Mehich on 17 November vasnoted as being unusual for that time of year.

Curlew - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2023:
22 Jan 19 Feb 150ct 17 Dec

BrorazDornoch 75 377 62 164
Dornoch Firth 272 611 394 148
Easter Ross rocky shore 12 28 6 2
Cromarty Firth 563 518 737 406
Beauly Firth 275 245 259 193
Inverness Firth 542 722 365 157
TOTALS 1739 2501 1823 1070

Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica

Common migrant and winter visitor in Inner Moray Firth, but
scarce in north and west; locally uncommon in Inner Moray Firth
In summer.

Winter/Spring : The WeBS counts fothe Inner Moray Firth were slightly higher
than those oflast year, but it should be noted that these were considered much
lower than three years ago. Outside of WeBS, there were only three tripligure
counts in the first half of the year: 500 at Dornoch on 11 January, 180 at Whiteness
Head on 27 February and 120 at Dornoch on 10 April. There were only three
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records from the north coast, the largestount being 18 at Tongue on 31 January.
On the west coast, the flock that arrived at Kentra Bay in August 2022 continued
to be present, with 39birds reported on 12 February, peaking at 41 on 14 March.
Five birds were noted in breeding plumage here on 9 April. There &re also
double-figure counts at the head of Loch Portregwith 21 on 22 January reducing
to 16 on 11 March.

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  As usual records in June and July were few and of
less thanfour birds, with the first signs of returning birds being 17 at Kentra Bay
on 4 Augustand 12 arriving at Fort George two days laterBirds started to arrive

in Udale Baywith numbersincreasing from93 on 11 August to 221 on 30 August.
Later, 250 were counted at Dornoch on 26 Novembeiincreasing to 600 on 2
December. The WeBS counts for October were significantly higher than last year,
and December proved a slight improverant. On the north coastthere were only
sevenrecords, with six birds 23 September at Balnakeil highest count. On the west
coast, the flock at Kentra Bay continued through to the end of the year, with 46 on
9 November being the highest count. On Skye, a flock of 24 arrived in Broadford
Bay on 13 August and there were doublfigure counts there until the end of the
year, with the highest being 34 on 1213 October. There were also good records
from Loch Portree, with 26birds on 30 Novemberbeing themaximum counted.

Bar-tailed Godwit - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2023:
22 Jan 19 Feb 150ct 17 Dec

BrorazDornoch 35 70 0 0
Dornoch Firth 1259 414 330 810
Easter Ross rocky shore 0 0 1 0
Cromarty Firth 565 55 407 414
Beauly Firth 14 17 34 136
Inverness Firth 47 214 202 106
TOTALS 1920 770 974 1466

Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa
Uncommon but increasing migrant, scarce in winter, mainly in
east.

Winter/Spring: There were only 22 records in the first half of the year. The
maximum count was47, possiblya passageflock, at Bunchrewon 18 March. The
only other double-figure count was 20 noted on the Beauly Firth on 4 May. On the
west coast, a bird was reported at Kishorn Bay on 23 March amagair in breeding
plumage was noted at Pooleweon 22 April. An interesting record, the only one
south of Beauly, was a bird at Glencoe Cafe on 26 March. A bird was also noted on
Eigg on 28 April.

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  The first records of passage migrants weref 29 in
Broadford Bay on 29 Jungwhich increased to 38 the following day. There was
then an influx of 240 birds in Broadford Bay on 3 July, the fourth highestount
ever recorded on BirdTrack for Highland. Singing males were also noted in this
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flock. Numbers reduced thereafter on the westoast but birds continued to be
present at Broadford Bay in twos and threes until 21 August. A bird was recorded
on Canna on 12 July. The last bird in the west was a single at Traignisaigon 28
September. On the east coastjne birds at Udale Bay on 1 August @asthe first
significant number. Reportsfrom the Moray Firth were all in single figuresuntil
25 birds were found at Ardersier on 17 September, 12 at CraighjllTainon 22
September, and 12 in Udale Bay on 8 October. There weright records from the
north coast, with 25birds reported at Tongue on Christmas Eve. The only records
of islandica sub-species came from the west coast, with twamoted at Back of
Keppoch Arisaigon 30 Junegeight at Broadford Bay on 1 July, presumably the
same birds at Loch Ailort on 3 July antbur at Traigh on 21 August.

Turnstone Arenaria interpres
Locally common winter visitor and migrant in Inner Moray Firth,
scarcer elsewhere.

Winter/Spring: There were 192 BirdTrack records for this period, but only 15 of
more than 20 birds. Thehighest count for the north coast was 23noted at
Balnakeil on 22 May. On the west coast, a flock @b to 24 birds was presentin
Broadford Bayon 6 January through to 25 January and very good counton the
east coastwas 61 at Drumancroy on 22 January. A singleported at Lochindorb
on 17 May was an interesting inland recordA few birds stayed into early summer,
the latest at Balnakeil on 15 June.

Summer/Autumn/Winter: A count of 12 birds at Camas ShallachainlL.och
Linnhe on21 July was likely the first big movement backyut subsequentreports
were only in single figures until 10 birds were seen at Balintore on 2 August,
increasing to 16 on 6 August and 20 on 7 AugusDther returning passage birds
were 30 at Ashaig, Skye o22 August.Numbers werestill generally in singles and
teens for the remainder of the year, except for a flock of 23 at Ardersier on 23
August, which grew to 37 on 5 September, 46 on 4 October and 40 on 30
November4 EA xAOO AT AOOG O EwasEAQah Ardo@Bkpe T £ OEA
on 9 October,while 70 at Coul Links on 30 December was the highest count for
Highland as a whole WeBS counts were generally up in thienner Moray Firth
compared to 2022 particularly in December (total count 160 in 2023; 73 in 2022).

Turnstone - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2023:
22 Jan 19 Feb 150ct 17 Dec

BrorazDornoch 9 26 15 1
Dornoch Firth 1 53 12 7
Easter Ross rocky shore 25 51 10 31
Cromarty Firth 25 0 42 65
Beauly Firth 0 15 0 1
Inverness Firth 44 27 72 55
TOTALS 104 172 151 160
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Knot Calidris canutus
Common migrant and winter visitor in Inner Moray Firth, scarce
elsewhere.

Winter/Spring: The big counts early in the year wereluring WeBSin January,
particularly in single stretches of the Dornoch Firth,with 2000 birds between
Dornoch and Cuthill and the Inverness Firth, with all1100 noted at Fort George
Numberswere much reduced inthe February WeBSwith birds less concentrated
on any particular site, butthree figure counts were recorded of 400 in Alness Bay,
350 at Dornoch, 150 at Meddat and 160 in North Beauly Firth. Other notable
counts on theeast coast were 100 at Saltburn beachnear Invergordonon 22
February, 200 at Tain on7 March and 200 at Fort George on 18 April. The only
west coastsightings in winter or spring were a pair in nonbreeding plumage at
Kentra Bay on 9 April and a single at Broadford Bay on 9 May. The last birds of
spring were 12 noted at Brora on 20 May.

Summer/Autumn/Winter : The first returning passage migrants started to
appear on 20 July, with 150 at Udal Bay. Doublefigure counts were then
observed at Broadford Bayof 19 on 13 August increasing to 40 on 22 August, 18
at Udale Bay on 14 August, 56 at Fort George on 20 August and 27 at Dornoch on
22 August. Birds then started flocking to producethree-figure counts of 400 at
Seafield Invernesson 30 August, 500 aMilton of Culloden on 5 September, 400
at Ardersier on 16 September, 500 at Tain on 22d@ber and afinal large countof
400 at Dornoch on 2 December. WeB8&n 17 Decemberin the Cromarty and
Dornoch Firths also recorded 600at Bayfield, 500at Dornoch and 1450 in Inver
Bay, large figuresat these sitescompared to the year before. Other notable counts,
given there were no records from the north coastn 2022, were 86 on Tongue
Causeway on 10 September and 10 at Strathy Point on 11 September

Knot- Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2023:
22 Jan 19 Feb 150ct 17 Dec

BrorazDornoch 0 105 0 0
Dornoch Firth 0P2 405 530 1978
Easter Ross rocky shore 0 0 0 0
Cromarty Firth 337 550 918 656
Beauly Firth 0 160 100 380
Inverness Firth 1100 87 456 253
TOTALS 3637 1307 2004 3267

Ruff Calidris pugnax
Has bred; has wintered, but usually scarce passage migrant,
mainly in Inner Moray Firth.

Spring: A female was seemt Balnakeil on 13 May and a male on 30 May.

Summer/Autumn: The first returning summer bird was noted at Whiteness Head
on 4 August, which waghree weeks later than last yearLater, on the east coast
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two birds were at Udale Bay on 14 Augusincreasing tofour on 26 August and
five on 27 August.There was a peak of seven birds at Alturlie on 31 August
Unusual inland records were four birds at Insh Marshes on 26 August and up to
three near Kingussie between 28 September and 23 October. On the west coast
there were only two records: a single bird noted at Broadford Bay on 2@ugust
and four birds seen at Red Point on 3QAugust. The last birds were seen at
Balnakeil on 23 October and Inver on 24 October.

Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea
Scarce passage migrant, mainly in Inner Moray Firth.

Spring/Summer : After a break of a couple of yeardiirds were againsighted in
spring, singlesat Broadford saltmarsh on 10 May and at Kilchoan, Ardnamurchan
on 12 May.

Autumn: Sngle birds were at Brora and Strathy pools on 29 and 30 July
respectively, and two birds at Fortrose on the Black Isle on 18 Augustin
September, there were 11BirdTrack reports from five locations - 33 sightings
from 14 locations in 2022.Three of the sightings were at Embogincluding the last
record onthe 28th. Dornoch hadfour sightings, on the 10th and 18thwhile two
were from Udale Bay on thel2th and one eachat Tain and Whiteness Sands on
the Inner Moray Firth on the 26th, the latter being a juvenile

Curlew Sandpipers, Broadford Bay. © Bob McMillan
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Temminck's Stint Calidris temminckii
Rare passage migrant; has bred.

Spring/Summer : BirdTrack reported six sightings in three locations, all in late
May and Jung€2022 had 11 records infour locations). Onesighting wason 1 June
at an undisclosed sitein Sutherland, where two adults were present from then
until 4 July.

Breeding : A pair was reported east of the Great Glenwith evidence of breedingwhen
a male was reported displaying to a female in late Mand a nest with eggswvas foundin
early June An adult was also reportedat another site east of the Great Glen on 7 July.

Sanderling Calidris alba
Uncommon but increasing migrant and winter visitor.

Winter/Spring: Bird Track registered 166 sightings throughout the year and in a
distribution around the region, but with a majority on the east coast, particularly
east Sutherland (2022 had 205 sightingg. The first five months of the year hal
smaller numbers ,with a high RAFOS survegount of 15 on 31 Janary on the north
coast atTongue then unusually low Felyuary and March counts oftwo at Dornoch
on 6 Felyuary and three at Dornoch on 8 Mach. These figures are well down on
the previous three years although, in contrast,the WeBS count for Brora to
Dornoch on 19 Feluary was 156.The April high count was 70+ at Brora on the
21st and spring concluded with a high count 082 at Whiteness Bayon 28 May.
Small numbers of spring migrants were recordecat a multitude of siteson the
west coastin May, such asAchilitibuie, Ullapool, Loch Ewe Durness Cape Wrath
and Balnakeil,as well ason Skye and Rumwhere the top count of 10 or more was
recordedon 20 May. Eight birds at Dornoch on 5 June and 13 at Balchladich Beach
in Sutherland on ¥ Junewere probably among the last of the spring migrants.

Summer/Autumn/Winter: A report from Dornoch on 2Julymay have heralded
the return passagewith more sightings reported in the westduring the month,
the highestcount being fivebirds at Arisaig on 29 Ju}. In Augustthere were more
records for the west including eight birds seen on Handdqut higher bird numbers
returned to east Sutherlandand a month high count ob5 was atBrora beachon
6 August. September saw high counts of 138 at Brora otine 10th and 130 at
Whiteness near Ardersier onthe 11th. There were no further Birdtrack records
for the west after birds reported on Rum on 23 Seember and no further NW
coast records afterthree birds at Balnakeil, Durness on 12 Oaber. Monthly high
counts were 80 birds at Brora on 22 Oabber, 60 at Coul Links, Embo on 2
November and65 at CoulLinks again on 30 Deember. Eigg had an extremely poor
year with only one record, a juvenile, on 28 Augst.
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Sanderling - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2023:

22 Jan 19 Feb 150ct 17 Dec
BrorazDornoch 0 156 0 29
Dornoch Firth 0 4 0 0
Inverness Firth 0 0 42 0
TOTALS 0 160 42 29

Dunlin Calidris alpina
Fairly common breeder in uplands; common migrant and winter
visitor to Inner Moray Firth, but uncommon in north and west.

Winter/Spring: BirdTrack reported 537 sightingsfor the year (566 in 2022) over
274 locations, with birds seen in every month and throughout the region, but with
a severe bias to the east coast. Dag winter, there was a smaller number of
sightings from the west coast(maximum 70 birds at the favourite Skye site
Broadford Bay on3 Jaruary) and the north coast The Inner Moray Firth WeBS
count shows an overall 11% reduction from 2022. Late winter providd the
highest concentrations 0f1000 birds at Tain on 2 Janary and 600 at Castle Stuart
near Inverness on 5 Fetuary. There were significant reductions in concentrated
gatherings through MarchMay. The March high count was 50 at Tain on the 7th
in April it was 50 at Redastle on the Beauly Firth orthe 3rd, but in Maythere
were anomalous gathering of 160 at Dornochon the 8th and 150 onBroadford
saltmarsh on the 10th. The first record of inlandbirds was in Glencoe or6 April.

Breeding: The Sallachy groundsurvey reported 46 birds on territory, the lowest number
in the report covering 2016 to 2023.The onlyconfirmed breedingwas a report of recently
fledged young in the hills east ofipper Glen Tromie, neaDalwhinnie on 12 Jure.

Dunlin - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2023:
22 Jan 19 Feb 150ct 17 Dec

BrorazDornoch 467 232 8 97

Dornoch Firth 1166 786 419 1090
Easter Ross 0 35 0 0

Cromarty Firth 1938 2336 862 1158
Beauly Firth 600 850 380 651
Inverness Firth 701 551 202 440
TOTALS 4872 4790 1871 3436

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  Coastal highcounts dominated this period, with
lower numbers in Jure-Sepgember before building up again in Oabtber-Deember.
Inland records, as expectedpccurred through June and Julywith highs of seven
birds at SpeyDam on4th Jure and nine on Carn Ban Mhor above Glen Feshie én
July. A late inland bird was at Dell of Killiehuntly, Badenoch in early Qaiver and
last seen orthe 12th. Thelsle of Eigg also reported a late record dbur birds on 9
October. The monthly maxima were32 at Dornochon 5Juneand 27 June, while
in July-September thee were 70 on 15 July 180+ on 21 August and 150 on 10
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September, all in Broadford BayFrom then on, maxima switched back t®ornoch,
with 800 on 300ctober,1000 on 14" November and300 on 2 Deember, although
the same number vasat Coul Links, Embo o380t December.

Purple Sandpiper Calidris maritima
Has bred; scarce passage migrant and localised winter visitor to
Inner Moray Firth, scarce in north and west.

Winter/Spring: There were 164 BirdTrack records for the yearn(253 in 2022)
from various locations in all months except JuneOnce again most birds were
presentduring the first half of the yearand on the eastern seaboard of Rossshire
and Sutherland. Others concentrated on Skye and there were isolated west coast
sightings from Mallaig to Kinlochbervie and north coast sightings at Durness and
Tongue. The WeBS Inner Moray Firth count for 202&ee below showed a 58%
increase from 2022.The highestmonthly counts were 93at Embo on 12 Janary,
78 at Brora on 7Felruary, 96 at Brora on 24March and 90 at Brora on 8April .
After these, there was aapid drop in numbers, with the top counts at Tarbat Ness,
of only 20+ on 30April, andat Neist Point in Skye of 14on 24'April and eight on

7 May, before the final bird was seen at Lower Ollach on Skye on Vay.

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  No records in Junavere followed by asmall number
of birds in July, the first two at Broraon 10 July and four thereon 23 July Sightings
remained scarce for the next two monthswith one bird seenat Strathy Point on
the north coast on 8 Augst and sightingsat Brora on 26 Sepember and three days
later at Traigh Beach, Morar, where nine birds were on a rocky island just offshare
Numbers begin to pick up again in Octobewith the highest counts 20at Traigh
Beach on the 2nd andt Tarbat Ness orthe 26th. The top counts in the next two
months were at Embo pier, 37 on 19 Novemberand 46 on 18Deember.

Purple Sandpiper - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2023:
22 Jan 19 Feb 15 Oct 17 Dec

BrorazDornoch 59 73 2 89
Dornoch Firth 37 11 0 0
Easter Ross rocky shore 20 37 0 12
TOTALS 116 121 2 101

Little Stint Calidris minuta
Scarce passage migrant, mainly in Inner Moray Firth.

Spring/S ummer: BirdTrack reported 22 sightings atsix locations, all in May and
August (2022 had 16 records fromfive locations). The first bird was reported at
Dornoch on 10 Maywith a further four records there until 14 May.An adult bird

in summer plumage was present at Alturlie on 223 May.From 17- 22 August, a
single wasrecorded nine timesin and around Balintore/Shandwick on the Easter
Ross seaboardOn 17 Augustone juvenile was seen at Whiteness Sangdsear
Ardersier and, from 27 August, numbers at this site increased from one to three to
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alast record of a group offive juveniles on 30 Augist. The only west coast record
was a single bird at Laide on 27 May.

Little Stin t, Dornoch © Dean MacAskill

Pectoral Sandpiper Caldris melanotos
Vagrant.

Summer: With no record in 2022, there was a single sighting recorded at
Allanfearn, near Inverness in early August, not far from where one of the two birds
seen in 2021 was found in the same month.

Woodcock Scolopax rusticola
Uncommon and declining breeder; widespread migrant and winter
visitor, especially in west, but under-recorded.

Winter/Spring: BirdTrack recorded 292 sightings for the year(350 for 2022),
common in all months except Augst, with no records, and Septemberwith one
record, mimicking the normal annual Highland spread. Distribution was
throughout the region, with no locality bias. The year got off to a good start with
the month& Bighest counts of 14+ on Rum onl Jaruary and 20 on Eigg on 8
Jaruary. Monthly highs of 10 were recorded at Morangie Forest, Tain on 23
February and 22 at Badagylelnverpolly on 1 March. Numbers and sightings
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dropped in April as foreign birds departed, with three the top count near
Whitebridge above Loch Ness on 4 Aprand at Grantownron-Speyon 21 April. By
there were records of one or two birds acrosshe region.

Breeding/Summer: No firm evidence of breedingwas recorded, but roding birds at
different locations were heard from 17 Mach,on Rum to 8 July, near Carrbridge. Only
eight records in Juneand four in July, until the last on 15 July at Boat of Gartgnvolved
oneor two birds, except when three were roding alNethy Bridge on 20 Jure.

Autumn/Winter: Onerecord at Loch Morlich on 23 Sefember was followed by
a break until one, possibly an incoming migrant,was spotted at Tarbat Ness in
Easter Ross on 20 Oober. Sightings and numbers increase through November,
with a high count of 12 at Inverpolly on 25 Noember. One to three birds were
seen almost daily in December at widespread sitesThese Noember and
Deember numbers were well down on the high counts of 2021 and 2022.

Jack Snipe, Loch Cillchroisd. © Bob McMillan.

Jack SnipeLimnocryptes minimus
Locally common winter visitor , very under-recorded.

Winter/Spring: There were 27 BirdTrack records(43 in 2022) from 18 locations
spread mostlythrough Skye, Rum, Eigdhe west mainland,Badenoch and around
Inverness. Significant recordsvere of 15 birds near Dunvegan on Skye on 2 Maln
and three seen feeding withtwo Common Snipe in Glencoe on 15 Mein. Three
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were at Loch Flemington near Croy on 19 February andsangle bird was seen on
the South Sitor, Cromarty on 8 March. The last single was seen in Glen Strathfarrar
on 9 April.

Autumn/Winter: There were 31 records from 17 locations around the region
apart from the far north-west and westcoasts.The first autumn record was of a
night-time count of 20+ birds at Dornoch Point on 13 Oober, followed by a count
of six at Loch Flemington on 15 Odber. The WeBS count on the Beauly Firth
recorded three birds on 15 October, which is noveDne or twobirds were seen in
Skye, Rum, Eigg, Badenoch amaést Sutherland throughout the period but four
were found at Inverpolly on 11 Nowvwember, 10 with thermal imaging at Dornoch
Point on 13 November and eight at Rhynie in Easter Ross on 15 Dember. By far
the most outstanding count wasof 60 birds ringed, at Dornoch Pointin early
winter up to 21 Deember.

Snipe Gallinago gallinago
Common breeder; locally common migrant and winter visitor.

Winter/Spring : BirdTrack reported 693 sightings(584 in 2022), well distributed
throughout the region and in every month. Highest numbes of sightings were in
April and May. High counts othe month were 11 on15 Jaruary at Carnoch Bridge,
near head of Loch Sunargight on 25 February near Dornie, Wester Ross andight
at Dornoch Point on8 March,while 11 were flushed on Eigg ory March. April had
five birds at three locations, at Inverpolly on 4 April, Achavandra Mir near
Dornoch on13 April and Dalchork, Lairg on16 April. May had highs ofour birds
at three locations, atKylesku onl May, Altnaharra on2 May and Glendrian, near
Ardnamurchan Point on19 May.

Breeding: The first record of a drumming male was on Rum o6 March and the last was
at Strathaird, Skyeon 29 Jure. At NethyBridge on 15 May, birds were seen incubating
and a distraction display was observed neaGaltrigill, Skyeon 18 July. Recently fledged
young werefirst reported on Handa andRum on8 Jure, and last atGaick Lodge or8 July.
Insh Marshes reported 92 breeding birds with 14 nearby at Dell of Killiehuntly and a
further three at Ballinlaggan. The Sallachy in Sutherland report kiive birds on territory ,
compared tothree in 2022.

Number of Snipe males singing/displaying at Insh Marshes 201 47202 3:

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
Males singing 175 177 186 168 130 147 136 112 92
* count not done due to Covidl9 restrictions

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  The number of sghtings dropped off in July andwere

at a low in Augist, before picking up again from Sefember to De@mber. The

highest counts in August were only three at Invertromie, Badenoch on8 August

and three flushed by hunting Hen Harriers at Dulnain Bridge o3 August. On 10
Sepember, 24 birds were seen at Dornoch, 18 were at LodAlemington near Croy
on 15 Ocbber, 20 at Carbost, Skye o November and 21 at Loch Flemington on
17 December.
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Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus
Rare passage migrant; has bred.

Spring: Only one sighting was reported, of three birds at a site in SE Sutherland
on 21 May (two sites in 2023.

Grey Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius
Scarce migrant and winter visitor.

Winter/Spring: There wereno records.

Autumn: Although 17 sightings were reported (four in 2022) they were likely to
be related tosix birds. Firstwinter birds were recorded at Strathy on the north
coast on 3 Octoberand at Tain on 22October. One bird was reported multiple
times at ChanonryPoint, Fortrose and Fort George over 2@1 Ocbber. This bird
may also have been one of thevo reported at Balintore/Shandwick on the Easter
Ross seaboard on 2 October. The final sighting was of a single bird at Embo on
12 November.

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos
Common breeder but absent in winter.

Winter/Spring: BirdTrack had 1010 reports for the year (745 in 2022), with a
very surprising, but reliable, record of a bird on 9 January at Drumguish,
Badenoch. The earliest spring record was then at The Mound, Loch Fleet on 10
April and, thereafter, birds were regularly reported throughout the region. The
high count for April was 14 at Fort William on 28 Apil and, in May, it was 20 at
Spey Dam orthe 12th. Almost 40% of allrecords (392) and,were in April and, on
one day @9 April), there were 27 records fromAssynt,Skyeand Rum in the west
acrossto Loch Fleet Aviemore and Grantownon-Spey in the east

Breeding: The Sallachy ground survey in Sutherland notedix pairs, the same a@ 2022.
On Handa Islanda pair bred on the beach and raised at leashechick. On Eiggnine pairs
had a reasonably successful seaspwith several chicks seenElsewhere,20 records of
proven breeding throughout the region included the earliest nest with eggs reportedon
Canna on 25 Mayandthe first fledged young at Loch Portreg Skyeon 12 June

Number of Common Sandpiper pairs breeding at Insh Marshes 201 4z2023:
2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Pairs 12 16 18 14 9 14 10 4 3

* count not done due to Covidl9 restrictions

Summer/Autumn: June continued to see high numbers of sightings extending
across the regionwith OE A | T T €dbrd @ 12@éabLochalineon the 30th.
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The July highwas 17, at both Inverscaddle on Loch Linnhe on 8 July and ahe
Beauly Firth on 10 July. Numbers decreasé significantly during August, with a
month-high count of eight at Nigg Ferry on1 August. There were onlyeight
records, of one or two birds, on BirdTracko 17 Segember, but 10 were noted on
the Conon estuary on 28 September analso a very late record of a birdbn Rum
on 27 November.

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus
Rare breeder; scarce passage migrant.

Spring/Summer: There were 17 records atnine locations from 13 April to 13
June (18 at 11 locations in 2023. All, apart from one, were in Badenocl&
Strathspey. The single bird seen outwith this stronghold was at Loch Fleet in E
Sutherland on 3 May.

Breeding: Various recordswere submitted of one or two birds calling and displaying
during April and May in Strathspey. At one site two adults were seen with two juveniles
on 13 June

Autumn: No passage migrants were seen this year.

Redshank Tringa totanus
Uncommon breeder; common migrant and winter visitor in Inner
Moray Firth, but uncommon elsewhere.

Winter/Spring: BirdTrack reported 1481 sightings (1332 in 2022) at 593
locations and in every month, butmost were in Jaruary-April. Sightings were
sharply reduced in May-July, before picking up in Augist and being maintained
through autumn to December. Found throughout the regionthere was a
significant bias to the east coast. Late Marctaw a move inland and most records
were from there for April-June before a move back to the coast in July. High
monthly counts included 400 at Castle Stuart near Inverness on 14 Jaary, 416
at Merkinch LNR, Inverness on4 February, 100 at Tain on7 and 27 March, 450 at
Redcastle on the Beauly Firth o8 April and 10 at Dulnain Bridge Strathspey on

8 May. On Eiggbird sightings were much less regular and numerous than normal.

Breeding: A nest with young was reportednear Arisaig on1 Jure. Six other sites where
young were reported between 2 and 11 June were all Badenoch& Strathspey, including
Spey Damwhere two pairs with three chicks each were seeon 3 Juneand Grantown-

on-Spey, where a nest with young was reportecbn 11 Jure. One pair bred on Eigg and
two chicks were seen or24 May.

Number of Redshank pairs breeding at Insh Marshes 201 4z2023:

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
Pairs 81 102 83 47 75 76 97 75 62
* count not done due to Covidl9 restrictions
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Redshank - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2023:
22 Jan 19 Feb 150ct 17 Dec

BrorazDornoch 156 99 125 109
Dornoch Firth 471 436 511 565
East Ross Coast 12 30 9 28
Cromarty Firth 985 1217 1756 1114
Beauly Firth 489 248 550 600
Inverness Firth 941 588 870 517
TOTALS 3054 2618 3821 2933

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  Handa reported birds throughout late March to early
September, with a maximum of nine in mid-August. The WeEscounts above show
a decrease in birds of approximately 8.5% on 202figures. High monthly counts
included 30 at Merkinch LNR on 28 June antls at Broadford Bay on30 Jure, 170
at Milton of Culloden, Inverness on 30 Jy) 325 at Udale Bay Cromarty Firth on
13 August, 260 at Milton of Culloden on5 Segember (continuing a significant
downward trend for September highs, from 850 in 2021 and 520 in 2022, 300 at
Udale Bay on 26 Octber, 300 at Dingwall on5 November and, in Decemberp9 at
Kentra Bay, Ardnamurchan onthe 2nd and 203 on the Conon estuary on the 18th
Annual highs for thewest coast were 70 on Ardnamurchan on 14 Noamber and,
for the north coast, nine at Melvich on 7 Noember.

Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola
Rare breeder; scarce passage migrant.

Spring/Summer: BirdTrack reported 31 sightingsat 15 locations from 29 Apiil-
30 July(27 at 17 locationsin 2022). Mostly, one or two birds were reported, but
three were seen in NW Sutherlan@n 13 May and anothethree in SBadenochon
4 June.Most sightings were in Badenochbut with a good set inStrathspey,and
multiple sightings in NW Sutherlandand inland lochs in Rossshire.

Breeding: It was an extraordinary year for Wood Sandpipers in Scotland in 2023, with
88 pairs recorded at 49 sites, of which 19 were new sites. A total of 34 sites were recorded
in the Highland Bird report areaz in 2022 there were only 19 sites. An intense survey of
parts of Caithness and Sutherland certainly contributed to the recording efft, with 13 of

the new sites located in Sutherland, and three people lucky enough to have found nests.
Ross & Cromarty had two new sites, which is unusual, and they held 1 possible and 1
probable pair, with the two regular sites holding 13 possible pairsOne of Inverness
OEEOAGO OACOI AO OGEOAO EATA T1TA Pi OOEAI A PAEOS
sites this year, holding one probable and two possible pairs, with the two regular sites
holding five possible pairs. Sutherland had 13 new sites, hiihg 7 probable and 4 possible
pairs, and 11 known sites, holding 12 probable and 4 possible pairs. The density of
breeding pairs in the Flow Country was astonishing and it will be interesting to see if this
situation occurs in future years.
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Greenshank Tringa nebularia
Locally common breeder in suitable upland habitat; regular
migrant in small numbers, but scarce in winter.

Winter/Spring: BirdTrack recorded 575sightings or audio records for the year
(518 in 2022), covering every month and from throughout the region, but with the
normal west coast bias. April and May had the highest number of records. The high
count for winter was three, at Carnoch Bridge at the head of Loch Sunart both

15 Jamary and 12 Febuary. In March four birds were at Kentra Bay
Ardnamurchan onthe 20th and the high count in April waseight at The Mound,
Loch Fleet on 23 Apit. Ullapool on 5 May had a high count odeven Eigg had an
overwintering bird which remained until 27 March. WeBSInner Moray Firth
surveys showed a 21% increase in numbers over 2022.

Breeding: The Sallachy open ground survey near Loch Shin had 21 birds on territof94

in 2022). Recently fledged young werdirst found north of Dalwhinnie and at Glen
Sligachan on Skye o8 Jure. Breeding was confirmed at four more sitesat Tongadale on
Skye on5 Jure, nests with young in the hills at the head of Strathconon on 8 June and at
Achnahannet, Dulnain Bridge on 12 Jungnd fledged youngeast of Loch Loyal, N
Sutherland on24 Jure.

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  The number of monthly sightings reduce from the
high levels of April and Mayduring this period, but the regional monthly high
counts identified larger concentrations of birds.In Jure, 10+ birds were counted
on the 2ndin the hills east of ort Augustus and 11 were together on Loch Fleet
on 28 June andht the head of Loch Portree on Skye on 30 JaiThe latter location
had monthly highs of 20 or® July and 13 on both 20 and 31 Augst.Loch Fleethad
10 on 28 September and 11 on 14 Ociober. Later, Kentra Bay, on the
Ardnamurchan peninsula, had the monthly highef 12 on7 November and six on
2 De@mber.

Greenshank - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2023:
22 Jan 19 Feb 150ct 17 Dec

BrorazDornoch 1 3 0 0
Dornoch Firth 3 1 13 2
Cromarty Firth 0 0 15 7
Beauly Firth 0 0 0 1
Inverness Firth 1 4 0 0
TOTALS 5 8 28 10

Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla
Common but local coastal breeder; common migrant but scarce in
mid -winter and rare inland.

Winter/Spring: January and February records showed low numbers from the
east coast, with highs of 50 at Dingwall on 28 January and 40 at Tarbat Ness on 25
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February. Records on the west coast were geographically scattered. Highest
counts were 64 at Harris on Rum on 1 January and 47 in Loch Eishort, Skye on 31
January. Numbers remained low at the beginning of March everywhere, but
steadily increased at TarbatNess from single figures to 801 on the 31st and did
not exceed this figure in April, in contrast to multiple fourfigure counts in 2022.

In the west, low numbers were recorded, apart from highs of 120 at Loch Carron
on 31 March and 500 on 2 April at NeisPoint. An unusual record on 1 April from
Fort William logged 284 in several flocks flying NE up the Lochy estuargircling
high as they reached land and then continuing in the same direction. Counts in
May were generally low, but 500 were recorded at Faraid Head, Durness on the
3rd.

Breeding: On Handa, in 11 monitored plots, 904 chicks fledged from 599 nestsiying a
high productivity of 1.45 chicks per nest. An allsland count in June recorded 4589 AON,
a 22.4% increase from the last count of 3749 in 2018.

Kittiwake breeding productivity in study plots at North Sutor 2014 22023:

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
No. of AON 251 275 262 279 242 235 * 289 423 452
Young per nest 0.6 0.3 051 078 05 o.ogr = 0.8 1.1 0.6
A Great Blackbacked Gulls were observed predating nests
* count not done due to Covidl9 restrictions

Kittiwake breeding productivity on Canna 2014 z2023:

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
No. of AON 935 1141 1166 1260 1060 1457 * 1421 1497 1414
Young pernest Not 0.9 1.0 0.8 0.9 0.5 * 1.0 *x 1.1
in study colonies known
* counts not done due to Covid 9 restrictions
** monitoring not done due to government restrictions

The number of AON at North Sutocontinued the upward trend and, on Canna, the
number of AON showed signs of stabilising.

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  Widely reported in summer from all coastlines, the
notable counts were 371 at Strathy Point on 19 July and 1000 off Handa on 8
August. The highest autumn counts were 1000+ in Broadford Bay on 13 October
and 230 off Brora on 13 November.

3AAET A &dmna sabini |

Scarce migrant.

Summer/Autumn: A single bird was reported from SconserSound of Raasay on

ce ! 0¢cOO0O0 AT Ah 11 o 1 AOT AAOh OET ¢I A0 xAOA
Glaise in Sutherland.
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"T 1 ADb A O Odndi€dcephaldd philadelphia
Vagrant.

Summer/Autumn: One adult in summer plumage was logged at Ullapool on 31
July and a single aBayfield, Portree from 27-30 October.

"1 1 APA OO AEmol '©®yldn Baunt
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Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus

Common but rapidly declining breeder, now restricted mainly to
Badenoch & Strathspey and Inverness District; common winter
visitor in Inner Moray Firth and becoming commoner elsewhere.

Winter/Spring: Records during January and February were mainly from coastal
locations, with highest counts of 119 at Gairloch on 30 January and 86 at
Dundonnell on 3 February. In the east, 150 were counted at Easter and Wester
Dalziel on 12 January. Numbers were similan March, but, by the middle of the
month, birds had returned to breeding grounds in Strathspey. Coastal counts
remained low during spring.

Breeding: In Strathspey, about 500 birds were logged at Loch Roida on 6 May and a
similar number at Lyngarrie on 8 May, while 90+ AON were recorded at Loch an Spioraid
on 28 May. On 12 June, 15 fledged young were recorded at Bognacruie and there were at
least 80 wdl-grown juveniles at Lynchat on the 24th. Fledged young were present at
Achnahannet Pool on 10 July. On the Moray Firth, 68 AON were noted at the Foulis Ferry
Raft.

Pairs of Black -headed Gull breeding at Insh Marshes 2014 z2023:

Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
Pairs 182 130 24 23 20 20 *0f 17 13
*counts not done due to Coviel9 restrictions

£colony moved to offreserve location

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  August coastal records included 33 birds at Kentra
Bay on the 4th and 35 at Merkinch on the 13th. During autumn, 320+ were noted
at Dingwall on 11 September and 200 in Udale Bay to Shore Mill on 27 September.
In the west, 39 were logged at Fort William oii4 October and 200 in Loch Portree
on 5 November.

Little Gull Hydrocoloeus minutus
Scarce but increasing visitor from autumn to spring.

Winter/Spring:  All records were from Brora. Birds were present throughout
January, with a maximum count of 16 on the 3rd. February had a sighting on the
8th of seven birds; March counts peaked at 20 on the 25th and the last spring
record on 8 April was of nine birds.

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  There were two summer records from Brora, with
seven birds present on 11 August. Elsewhere, two were at Dornoch on 16 August
and a single spotted from the UllapoeBtornoway ferry on 21 August. Birds were
present throughout autumn at Brora, with numbers pgaking at 14 on 27
November. A single bird was at Chanonry Point on 5 September, two at the same
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place on 19 October and two at Loch Fleet on the 20th. In November, two birds
were reported from Portmahomackon the 15th and a single at Embo on the 17th.
Apart from two at Embo on 7 December, Brora continued its dominance of records
for the year, with a maximum count of 11 on 3@ecember.

Mediterranean Gull, Ardmair. © Andy Williams

Mediterranean Gull Ichthyaetus melanocephalus
Passage visitor.

Winter/Spring: A single bird was recorded at Ardmair on 6 and 13 February
Summer/Autumn/Winter: A marked decrease in records comparewith 2022

saw only single birds at Coul Links orl7 July, at Brora on 23 September and at
Applecross on 2 October
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Common Gull Larus canus
Common and widespread breeder; common winter visitor,
especially to Inner Moray Firth.

Winter/Spring: Counts by RAFOS between Loch Kishorn and Bettytbiktween

31 January and 2 February had maxima of 139 at Tongue and 202 at Ullapool on
the north and west coasts respectively. The highest winter counts were 400 at
Raddery near Fortrose on 23 February and 700 at Alturlie on 26 February. In
March, 300 birdswere at the Lochindorb breeding site on the 21st. The highest
coastal count in April was 215 at Udale Bay on the 21st.

Breeding: Records of breeding were noted at 21 siteQccupiednests were first recorded
on 21 April near Tain. The largest colony in the region at Lochindorb had at least 250 AON
on 4 June. An unusual nesting location at Drummond, Inverness was in a previously
I AAOPEAA 21T EG6O0 1T AOOR OAAT 11T om *OI1 A8

Autumn/Winter: September counts in three figures were from two locations: a
peak of 300+ at Udale Bay on the 25th and 120 at Alturlie Point on the 27th. The
highest October counts were 500 at Udale Bay on the 4th and 600+ at Loch Portree
on the 29th. About 150 birds wererecorded on three occasions at Portmahomack
during November and counts at Loch Portree peaked at 450 on 18 November. The
only three-figure counts in December were at Loch Portree, with a maximum of
300+ on the 9th.

Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus
Common breeder; uncommon far inland, but regularly found in
Strathspey.

Winter/Spring: The highest winter counts were at Loch Eil on 11 February, with
60 birds counted at both Garvan and Duisky. Count maxima were lower elsewhere,
with 16 at Tarbat Ness on 8 January and 20 at Achnahaiah 29 January. The
RAFOS survey in late January to early February produced counts of 26 birds at
Bettyhill, Tongue and Ullapool, with 34 at Eriboll the highest count. On 25 Apyil
50 birds were recorded at Duirinish and, in May, 70 were counted on a sea watch
at Brora on the 12th.

Breeding: Young were fledged from the eight nests found on Handalsewhere, occupied
nests were found at Whiteness Head and, on Skye, at Lower Milovaig and Ullinish. Six
young were ringed on Eilean nan Ron on 19 July and fledged young seen on Rum and at
Milton of Culloden in July.

Great Black-backed Gull breeding productivity on Canna 2014 z2023:

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
No. of AOT 16 18 17 18 16 18 12 14 16
Young per AOT 0.9 0.9 1.3 14 0.5 0.8 15* ** 0.7
* counts not done due to Covidl9 restrictions ** counts not done due to government restrictions
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Summer/Autumn/Winter:  Counts were generally low during summer, with a
maximum of 53 at Fort William on 15 July. In autumn, 30 birds were counted at
Udale Bay on 5 September, 34 at Shamhnan Insir, Rum on 10 September and Fort
William counts peaked at 57 on 21 November. Decembérad counts of 46 at
Ullapool on the 5th, and 109 at the head of Loch Eil and 43 at Fort William on the
19th.

Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus
Scarce winter visitor; rare in summer.

Winter/Spring/Summer:  Throughout the year there were fewer records than
last year. The first record in January was an adult bird at Strathy Point. The RAFOS
survey recorded one at Loch Inchard on 29 January, with a further single at
Sheigra on 1 February and two birds at Ullapal on the 3rd. Other sightings of
singles during the month were on Rum and on Skye at Portree and Isle Ornsay.
Single birds were at Portree in early March and Kinlochbervie late in the month.
One bird was noted at Ullapool on 2 April. On Skye, a singledowas reported at
Broadford Bay between 24 April and 12 May, at Rubha nam Brathairean on 30
April and there was an adult bird at Portee harbour on 22 May.

Autumn/Winter: There were four records of single birds at Ullapool between 11
September and 25 November. Single birds were sighted at Loch Harport on 17
September, Brora on 29 November and 24 Decembheand Portree on 31
December.

Iceland Gull Larus glaucoides
Scarce winter visitor; rare in summer.

Winter/Spring/Summer : There were significantly fewer records throughout the
year than in the previous one. In January and February, unaged single birds were
reported from Loch Portree, Ullapool, Tarbat Ness, Ardmair and, late in February,
from Rum and Corpach. Also inland, tevunaged birds were reported at Aviemore
on 12 January and single adults were noted at Loch Insh on 13 January and at
Creag na Sanais, Laggan on 24 January. March had the highest number of monthly
records with 29. Single unaged birds were reported from RumFort William,
Inverlochy, Gairloch, Portree, Ullapool and Kinlochbervie. Two birds were at
Ardmair on the 10th, and a juvenile and a thirdwinter bird were present at Caol
and the adjacent Lochy estuary on the 15th. A single adult was at Firemore Beach,
Inverasdale on the 17th. One bird was sighted from the Ullapool to Stornoway
ferry about 10 miles NW of the Summer Isles. Two juvenile birds were reported
from Neist Point on Skye at the beginning of April and the last report at Fort
William was of a singé bird on the 12th. The final records for the period were on
Skye, of singles at Neist Point on 21 May, at Duntulm on 24 May and at Breakish
on 5 June.
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Autumn/Winter: The sole east coast record was of a juvenile at Udale Bay on 11
September. In November, birds were reported from Kinlochbervie and Portree.
The last week of the year had reports from Rum, Portree and Fort William.

Herring Gull Larus argentatus
Common breeder around coasts; commonly encountered inland.

Winter/Spring: There were 22 counts in January and February that exceeded 100
or more birds, covering all coastlines and some inland sites. The RAFOS counts at
44 |ocations between Loch Carron and Melvich from 28 Januaf/ February
recorded a total 1837 birds, with an aerage of 42, figures that are slightly down
on the previous year. Insh Marshesecorded 250 on 13 January. Counts in March
at Tarbat Ness peaked at 500 on the 11th, and a further nine counts elsewhere
exceeded 100 birds. In April, apart from 100 present at Udale Bay on the 29th,
large counts were confined to Tarbat Ness, peaking at an overnight roost of 500
on the 17th.

Breeding: Handa recorded seven AON. Elsewhere, 22 sites recorded occupied nests or
fledged young from a wide geographical spread across the mainland and Inner Hebrides.

Breeding productivity of Herring Gulls nesting on Canna 2014 z2023:

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
No. of AOT 75 85 96 97 63 109 * 87 66 58
All-island estimate 0.7 0.7 0.9 1.2 11 14 * 14 21

of chicks per nest
* counts not done due to Covidl9 restrictions
** counts not done due to government restrictions

Autumn/Winter:  Maximum counts of 396 at Fort Willam and 300 at
Portmahomackwere recorded on 15 September and 9 October respectively. In
November, the highest counts were recorded at Portree, Portmahomack and Fort
William; 336 at the last of these on 28 November was the largest. December counts
peaked on the 19th at the west endf Loch Eil with 395 birds.

[Herring x Glaucous (Viking) Gull] Larus argentatus x hyperboreus
Single birds were recorded at Ullapool on 9 January and 427 September, and at
Portree on 1214 February.
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American Herring Gull Larus smithsonianus
Vagrant.

Winter/Spring: A single first-winter bird was present at Fort William from 3-16
March. The total of 21 records all came from the Lochy estuary area or MOWI
factory at Blar Mor.First record for Highland.

American Herring Gull, Fort William © Andy Williams

Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus
Uncommon local breeder; uncommon spring and autumn migrant;
scarce in winter.

Winter/Spring: After a single bird was logged at Achnasheemn 2 January, there
were no records until 5 March, when 12 were counted at Applecross. Twentyine
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records during the rest of the month were widely spread and in low single figures.
There was a similar pattern of distribution and numbers in April and May, with 90
and 80 records respectively. The highest April counts were 10 at the Highland
Wildlife Park, Kincraig on 10 April, seven at the Conon estuary on 14 April, 16 at
Melvaig on 23 April and nine at Rubha Reidh in Wester Ross on 28 April. In May,
the highest counts were of seven birds at Faraid Head on the 17th and Scalpay on
the 31st. June had countef 27 at Balnakeil on the 12th and 20 at Kylerhea on the
26th.

Breeding: The only confirmed breeding record was of young in a nest at Tain on 16 July.

Number of Lesser Black -backed Gulls breeding on Canna 2014 z2023:

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
No. of AOT 9 13 13 8 7 9 * 75 8
* counts not done due to Covidl9 restrictions

Summer/Autumn/Winter: ~ Summer records amounted to 128, mainly in the
west, but with a scattering of inland and east coast ones. In JuB0 birds were
recorded at Eilean nan Ron on the 19th and, in Augu$0 were counted at Duror

on the 5th and eight at Tocabhaig, Sleat on the 20th. Records declined steeply in
autumn, with 13 in September and three each in October and December. Like the
preceding months, numbers of birds were in low single figures.

Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis
Has bred; common summer visitor and migrant in Inner Moray
Firth but scarce elsewhere.

Spring/Summer: A single bird was at Loch Fleet on 19 March, this date in keeping
with the earliest records in the last five years, and numbers there increased to 22
over the next six days. Three birds were at Tarbat Ness on 24 March. During the
first week of April, there were records from coastal areas, between Chanonry
Point and Dunrobin, peaking with 24 birds at Tarbat Ness on the 7th. The overall
largest count was of 92 at Loch Fleet on 9 April. Four were noted at Alturlie on 15
April whilst, two days later, two were on the north coast at Talmine. May saw less
frequent reports of small numbers from Easter Ross and the north coast, with an
unusual record of four at Kingairloch, in the west, on 28 May. The latter part of
June saw increasing concenations noted, with 40 in the Durness area on the 28th
and 27 at Coul Links on the following day.

Breeding: There were no records of breedingbut 11 juveniles were noted amongst 35
individuals at Balintore on 22 July. Juveniles were noted in this area at a similar date in
2022.

Summer/Autumn: In the first week of July52 birds were noted at Loch Fleet, 72
at Dornoch Links and 38 at Fort GeorgéA major movement was indicated by
records of 150 at Alturlie Point, 80 at South Kessock and 100 at Udale Bay between
12-14 August. Loch Fleet held 160 in early September. In the wesinall numbers
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were noted at Broadford, Skye on several dates in midlugust. The final record
was of four off Cromarty on 4 October.

Little Tern Sternula albifrons
Scarce summer visitor & breeder in Inner Moray Firth; rare
elsewhere.

Spring/Summer/Autumn : Two birds were noted at Dornoch Point on 8 May; this
date is very close to the average arrival over the past five years. Onetao were
recorded at Alness Point between 2224 May. Ten further reports, in June and July,
originated from locations bounded by Whiteness Head and Brorawith a
maximum count of seven. In the wesh single was at Loch Ewe at the end of May
and two were logged at Stoer on 2 Augusthe last bird seen was in Raasay Bay
on 22 August.Overall, these records indicate a small decline relative to the past
five years.

Breeding: Four pairs attempted breeding at a single site in the Moray Firth. A single
juvenile was raised.

Monitored Little Tern breeding success in Inner Moray Firth 2014  z2023:
2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022023

No. of pairs 5 0 11 13 16 ar* 8 6 4
No. of sites 1 0 4 3 3 4 4* 3 1
No. young fledge 0 0 3 2 0 5 8* 0 4
Young fledged 0.000.00 0.27 0.15 0.00 0.65 0.40.00 0.65 0.25
per pair

*some site visits not done due to Covid9 restrictions, so may be underestimates

Common Tern Sterna hirundo
Common but recently declining breeder, now rare inland; common
summer visitor and migrant around coasts.

Spring: Four birds were noted at CoulLinks on 12 April; this date is in keeping
with the average arrival date over the past five years. Further records, during the
following week, concerned small numbers at Dingwall, Chanonry Point and Loch
Fleet in the east andit Inverasdale and Treaslane, Skye in the west. A higher count
of 30 was made at Gairloch on 6 May. Similar numbers were logged at Brora two
weeks later. In the far north records from Balnakeil commenced on 9 May. Inland
records commenced from Grantowron-Speyon 11 May and from the kdhorn
valley two days later.

Breeding: The 104 nests at Invergordon port were severely affected bgvian flu, with
productivity recorded at 0.25 against an average of 0.6 over the last eight years. No
records were available for the rafts at AvochAt the Foulis Ferry raft, 13 pairs raised 17
young. Adults were noted carrying food at Grantowron-Spey on 20 JuneSmallscale
breeding was noted at Loch Linnhe on 21 June and at Loch Sunart in early August. Overall
these records are cause for concern.
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Common Tern breeding success in Inner Moray Firth 2014 z2023:
2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022023
Estimated no. pairs 584 603 601 511 627 533 533* 777 262*

Occupied sites 5 6 3 5 6 6 8* 7 6*
Young fledged 456 456 528 321 733487 283* 692 168 **
Young per pair 0.78 0.7®.88 0.63 1.17 091 0.53 0.89 0.64 **

*some site visits not done due to Gvid-19 restrictions, so may be underestimates
** insufficient information to produce significant overall figures

Summer/Autumn: At Udale Bay50 birds were logged on 20 August. Counts of
up to 92, including many juveniles, were made at Chanonry Point in mid
September. The last north and west coast records were from Strathy Point and
Mellon Udrigle in early October and, in the east, from Emhan 17 October.

Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea
Common but declining breeder; locally common summer visitor
and migrant.

Spring/Summer: The initial sightings were of two birds at Ashaig, Skye on 28
April, two at Alturlie on 29 April and a further two at Lochinveron 30 April. These
records are 10 days later than the average arrival dates over the past five years.
Four were logged at Talmine on the north coast on 2 May. Larger arrivals included
12 birds at Stoer on 5 May and 0 at Staffin, Skye on 12 MayOn 20 May 30 were
logged from the Uig to Lochmaddy ferry.

Breeding: Smallscale breeding was noted at Leinish, Skyfeom 12 May. A colony of 50+
was recorded on Eigg on 26 May. On the north coastx pairs were on nests at Talmine
on 8 June. Nests with eggs were noted on both Rum and Eigg on this same date.

Arctic Tern breeding success in Inner Moray Firth 2014 z2023:

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022023
No. of pairs 341 184 203 329 196 291 86* 14%3 130
No. of sites 4 5 6 7 2 7 6* 56 6
No. young fledged 15 56 64 162 72 185 45* 29 7 8
Young fledged 0.04 0.30.3 049 0.37 0.64 0.52 0®04 0.05
per pair
*some site visits not done due to Covid 9 restrictions, so may be underestimates

Summer/Autumn: Larger counts included 46 at Strathy on 8 August and 51 at
Helmsdale on 17 August. The final recordias of twobirds at Brora on 29 October.
This is comparable with late records over the past five years.

White -winged Black Tern Chlidonias leucopterus
Rare visitor.

Summer: A lone individual was recorded from a ferry near Priest Island on 4 June.
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Black Tern Chlidonias niger
Scarce mgrant.

Autumn: A juvenile was noted at Brora rivermouth on 14 September.This
species has been sparsely recordedgenerally juveniles in August or September,
in the Moray or Dornoch Firths for the past 10 years.

Great Skua Stercorarius skua
Uncommon local breeder in north and west; regular migrant in
small numbers, mainly in autumn.

Winter/Spring: The first singles were at Galoch on 21 Marchand Stoeron 28
March. More frequent April records were of small numbers spanninthe coastline
from Eigg to Tongue. In early Maynumbers increased on Handa to 40. The latter
part of May produced a surge ofecords, ofsmall numbers from the west coast
with highs of sixbirds at Staffin and Ullapool and five at Stoer. The first east coast
sighting was of a singleoff Brora on 25 April.

Breeding: On Handa84 AOT were recorded, an increase of 11 from the 2022 figure, but
again well below the 283 recorded in 2018. Eggs were first noted on 21May and chicks on
13 June. There were no records of fledging success.

Summer/Autumn: On 2 August 13 birds were noted at Staffin, Skyeand 16 at
Strathy on 9 August.In the east, nine were at Helrsdale on 19 August and
throughout September small numbers were noted off Easter Ross and Chanonry
Point. Final records were of singles in the Minch until 17 October and, in the east,
five at Broraon 18 October ad a single at Tarbat Nessn 20 October.

Pomarine Skua Stercorariuspomarinus
Uncommon migrant, mainly in autumn in Inner Moray Firth; rare
In winter.

Winter/Spring: The only two records were of a singleseen from the Uig to
Lochmaddy ferry on 20 Mayand two birds at Skelbo, Loch Fleet on 29 May

Summer/Autumn : Up to fourbirds were noted off Chanonry Point on five dates
between 19 August and 15 September. This presence was presumably related to
the feeding Common Terns in the area and follows similar sightings in 2022.
Further records in August came from Fort George and Embo. The 12, singular,
records in September came from the Black Isle, Brora and Embo. On SKger
birds were off Broadford on 22 Septemberfollowed by a very impressive count of
29 there on 13 October. On the north coast, sixese logged at Strathy on 3
October.On 18 October11 were noted off Brora river-mouth. The final record was

of a single at Tarbat Ness on 20 October.
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Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus
Scarcelocal breeder in north and west; regular migrant in small
numbers, mainly in autumn.

Spring: Three birds were noted at Embo on 23 April and two were at Dornoch on
the following day. On Skyga single was at Duntuilmon 1 May. These dates reflect
the general pattern of arrivals over the past 15 yearsThirty further records in
May covered the western coastline, from Rubha Reidh to Durness, with a high
count of six at Cape Wrath. Later east coast records were of singles at Whiteness
Head on 1 June and at Balintore in midune.

Breeding: Nine chicks were ringed at Eilean nan Ron from a breeding colony of 12 pairs.
On Handa23 AOT were recordedwith first eggs noted on 28 May and first chick on 17
June.

Summer/Autumn: Occasionakecords continued from north, east and west coast
areas.The number of duble-figure records waslimited to 10-20 birds seenfrom

the Ullapool to Stornoway ferry on 2124 August, 13 at Broadford Bay on 26
August, 17 at Chanonry Point on 15 September and 12 at Broadford Bay on 22
September. The final record was of a single at Tarbat Ness on 17 November.

Long-tailed Skua Stercorarius longicaudus
Scarce migrant, mainly in autumn on north coast and in Inner
Moray Firth.

Spring/Summer: Singles were logged at Cape Wrath on 29 May, Brora on 23 July
and Dornoch Point on 20 August.

Autumn: In September,a single was noted at Broadford Bay orthe 14th, two
juveniles at Broraon the 18th and one juvenile at Dornoch on the 23rd. Aurther
single was recorded near Oldshoremore on 3 OctobéFhere has beena longterm
and continuing decline in records of this species.

Little Auk Alle alle
Scarce, but occasionally common, migrant and winter visitor.

Winter/Spring: Singles were noted at Loch Inchard, Sutherland on 29 January
and at Tarbat Ness on 25 February.

Autumn/Winter: A single was at Broadford Bay, Skye on 15 October. One or two
birds were logged on eight days in the second half of October betweéndersier
Bay/Chanonry Point and Brora. The final two records relate to sightings of singles
at Rosemarkie and Portmahomack in the first week of Novembefrhese reports
reflect the variablenumbers ofrecords over the past five years.
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Guillemot Uria aalge
Breeding colonies mostly on north and west coasts; common
offshore but less so in winter.

Winter/Spring: The 300+ records in this period coveed coastal areas from Rum
round to Chanonry Point. Larger counts include 32 at Tarbat Nesn 26 January,
140 at Ardmair on 13 Februaryand 80 at Loch Ainort, Sky@n 20 February, 5000
at Neist Point, Skye or2 and 7 April, 350 at Faraid Head, Durnessn 3 May and
1000 at Ord Point, Helmsdalen 19 May. There were consistenty high counts at
Tarbat Nessin March and April, with a maximum of 7500n 16 April.

Breeding: On Handa 2700 birds were counted in thel10 study plots, the highest count
since 2004, with productivity averaged at 0.69%, higher than the 0.57% average for the
past 27 years. First eggs were noted on 13 May and first chicks on 13 June.

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  On 5 August280 birds were logged from the Mallaig

to Lochboisdale ferry and 600 from the Mallaig to Rum ferry on 9 Augusdn 16
August, 40 were noted on Muck. There was a high count of 400 at Pabay Sound,
Skyeon 22 September. There are records of small numbers on both eastd west
coasts during December.

Razorbill Alca torda
Breeding colonies mostly on north and west coasts; common
offshore but less so in winter.

Winter/Spring : Small numbers were noted in all coastal areas during January
with the largest count being50 at Emboon the 11th. Numbers increased in
February, with 60 at Loch Eribollon the 1stand 242 atUllapool on the 3rd, during
the RAFOS annual survey of the NW coasss significant movement was recorded
at Tarbat Ness with 2500 there on 25 February. Fouffigure concentrations
continued to be counted at Tarbat Ness into April. In the wes29 were noted at
Arisaig on 17 March,100 at Ardnamurchan Point on 19 March and 55 at Loch
Sunart on 29 March Early May produced north coast records of 40 at Loch Eriboll
and 150 at Faraid Head. In the eas1000 were recorded at Ord Point, north of
Helmsdale on 19May.

Breeding: On Handa322 individuals were noted on thelO study plots, a similarlevel to
2022. The first chicks were noted on 16 June. Breeding was noted at Neist Point, Skye on
1 June.

Razorbill breeding productivity at North Sutor 2014 72023:

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022023
Young per egg 0.7 0.7 0.2 0.2 0.5 0.4 0.7* 0.7 **
* countsnot done due to Covidl9 restrictions
** counts notdone due toavian flu restrictions
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Summer/Autumn/Winter:  On 19 July200 were counted in Portree HarbourOn

4 August 50 were recorded at Ardersier, with 90 at Aturlie and 180 at Inver in
the following week. The first major couns were of 600 at Pabay Sound, Skye on
22 September and a very impressive 3000 at Brora four days later. In Octob450
were noted near Oldshoremore orthe 34,400 at BroadfordBay onthe 13th Eathie
and 197 at Balintore onthe 18th.

Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle
Breeds in small numbers round most of north and west coast;
scarce offshore away from breeding areas, mainly in winter.

Winter/Spring : The 320BirdTrack records in this period were primarily from
widespread locations in the west. Limited sightings from the east spanned the
Black Isle, Tarbat Ness and Easter Ross. Only 15 of the total sightings wire
double figures. These included 22irds at Ashaig Skyeon 4 January, 20 at
Kenmore, north Applecrossonl February, 50 at Dunvegan Head, Skye on 12 May,
20 at Melvaig on 16 May an®0 around Handa Island on 29 Maynlthe east, 19
were at Tarbat Nesson 21 February.

Breeding: There were records of breeding from four locations on Skye in mitay and of
seven pairs on Eigg athe end of May. Therewere no reports of productivity. Juveniles
were noted at Stoer athe end of May, at Loch Linnhe on 2luneand around parts of Hinda
in late July and earlyAugust

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  There were a further 270BirdTrack records in this

period, with 40 stemming from the east. Agairmostrecords were of single figures.
The highestcountswere of 100 at Kervaig, Cape Wrath on 4 Juri&) at Loch Leven
on 7 June 40 around Canna on 17 July and 50 at Portree Harbour on 19 Julyn
increase in east coast records in the latter part of October includettiose of 12

birds at Brora, 2-33 at Portmahomack and six at Chanonry Point.

Puffin Fratercula arctica
Locally common, but declining, breeder; uncommon away from
breeding areas and scarce in winter.

Winter/Spring: Two birds were reported on the north coast at Sandside Bay on
22 February, then 50 from the Ullapool to Stornoway ferry on 7 AprilA singlewas
recorded off Eigg on 10 April. One week latell2 were logged at Neist Point, Skye
and numbers there rose to 30 by 24 April. In the northl1l were at Faraid Head by
3 May and 50 at Portskerra on 16 May. The highest comntvere 0f250 from the
Uig to Lochmaddyferry on 9 May and116 at Stoer on 28 May. In the eaghe sole
record wasfrom Tarbat Ness on 28 May.

Breeding: On Handaa pre-laying count made on 5 May recorded 73 individuals. This is

the lowest figure since counts started in 1994 and compares dramatically with over 700
noted during this exercise in 2001.
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Summer/Autumn : On 2 June 100 birds were counted around Cannaand
sightings from ferries included 140 birds on an Elgol boat trip on 5 June, 50
between Ullapool and Stornoway oril3 and 28 June and 199 between Uig and
Lochmaddy on 1 JulySanday, Cannaad the highest counts, with 200 on 11 July
and 500 two days laterln the north, 42 were logged at Strathy Point on 19 July. In
the eastindividuals were recorded at Tarbat Ness and Brora during Julyvhile six
were at Helmsdaleon 18 August. The last sighting was at Neist Point, Skye in late
November.

Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata
Uncommon breeder; locally common offshore, especially in
autumn.

Winter/Spring: There were 526 records on BirdTrackin this period. The highest
count was an impressive 162 from Embo on 4 January. Tarbat Ness had regular
counts indouble figures until the end of April, with a high of 72 on 26 February.
On the west coast, most records were of single figurdsut 11 were counted from
Rum on 28March and 15 at Ullapool on 30 April. Inland recordscommencing 17
March, came from Loch Garten, Loch Insh and Loch Morlich.

Breeding: Courtship displays were noted in April in Wester Ross and Inverness districts.
Pairs with eggs were notedin Badenoch& Strathspey and Wester Ross in June. There
were recently hatched chicks in Badenoch iearly July. Fledged young were noteih east
Inverness-shire, Badenoch &Strathspey and Wester Ross latein July. On Handa, chicks
were observed on all lochans. On Eigg, two pairs were sitting on egggthough the
outcome is unknown.

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  Regular small numbers were recorded in this period,
until the end of the year, from both east and west coast&ith fewer in the north.
Seven birds were recorded in Broadford Bay on 8 August and a further six in the
same area on 28 NovemberFrom Rum, singlefigure counts were reported
throughout the period, with over six noted on 24 AugustChanonryPoint had 18
birds on 1 September and the highest count in the east was of 38 from Embo on
17 November.

Black -throated Diver Gavia arctica
Uncommon breeder in north and west; locally common offshore,
especially on west coast.

Winter/Spring: There were about 200 records from January to May, slightly less
than the previous year. The first record was of a single birat Sheldaig on 2
January. Six birds were seen in the east at Coul Links on 3 January. High counts
were mostly in Wester Rossyith 17 noted at Aultbea on 20 JanuarB0 at Gairloch

on 19 February, 20 in Gruinard Bay on 12 March and 1at Poolewe on 18 March.

An impressive 13 were seen at Firemorglnverasdaleon 26 May. There was also
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an interesting report of a mixed flock of86 Great Northern and Blackthroated
Divers in Gruinard Bay on 3 March.

Breeding/Summer: The first record of a pair in a suitable nesting habitat came from
Easter Ross on 21 Marcfiollowed closely by three birdson a lochin eastinverness-shire

on 23 March. Reports from potential breeding sites were widespread and numerous.
Chicks were noted at seven sites, up from just three sites last year. An interesting
observation was of a Blackhroated Diver paired with a Great Northern Diver in
Lochaber. On Handa, pairs were seen in Lochy on 6 and 13 April, again on 12 and 18 July
and there was a gathering of 11 individuals on 11 August.

Autumn/Winter: September saw small numbers scattered around east and west
coasts with four birds on 12 Septemberat the channel into Loch Fleet andlso at
Golspie. Similarly, on 17 October, 20 were seen off Inverasdale and Firemore, and
18 in Gruinard Bay. There was a single record from the far north at Talmine on 1
October.Ten birds were seen at Kilmarie, Skye on 31 Octobdérhe highest counts
for the period were from Wester Ross, with 14 birdsin Loch Gairloch on 31
October, around 30 at Aultbea on 7 dvember, 25 at Mungasdale on 13 December
and over 14 at FasaigTorridon on 30 December. In the east, there were small
T 01 AROO O1 OE | witttnighs oftthked & Br@ra ok 18%0ctober and three
at Littleferry, Loch Fleebn 29 December.

Great Northern Diver Gavia immer
Has bred; locally common offshore, especially on west coast, but
scarce in summer.

Winter/Spring: There were 442 records in tle period January to April mostly
from the west and north. There were nine records on 1 January, with six birds
noted from Rum and five from Bunacairh, Arisaig. A single leucistic bird was seen
off Mallaig on 25 February.The highest count was from Ashaig, of 46 birds on 28
March. There were over 40 in Loch Ewe on 2 and 6 Ma83 at Ardtoe, Lochaber
on 5 May and over 20 at Gruinard Bay on 7 Mayarbat Ness had singldigure
counts throughout the period.A report from Eigg noted small numbes until the
end of Maybut suggested thata winter count around Struidh would undoubtedly
produce larger numbers.

Breeding: A bird was observed, paired with a Blacihroated Diver,in a loch in Lochaber
on 23 April. The pair wasstill there on 15 Junet

Summer: There were few records, all of small numbers, in this period. In the east,
two were seen from Coul Links on 3 July. From Handa, single birds were seen from
late March until early July, mostly around Lochy, Traigh Shourie and Boulder Bay,
but six were sighted on 20 Julyoff Traigh Shourie. From Eigg, the only summer
sighting was on2 June.

1 McMillan, R.L. 2024.Hybridisation, courtship and possible breeding of mixed pairs of Black
throated and Great Northern Divers in Highland. Scottish Birds 44(2) 4125.
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Autumn/Winter: There were 167 records in this period, again mostly in the west.
Similar to last year, the highest count was of over 20 birds from Inverasdale on 17
October. In the north at Durness, 10 birds were seen on 17 November, and on the
same day at Gruinard Bayttere were about 15. On 15 Novembea bird was heard
calling at Glenborodale. Brora had two birds on 30 December anthree were at
Rum on the final day of the year. Off Eigg, small numbers were noted from 9
October.

Great Northern Diver (albino), Mallaig .© Bob McMillan

White -billed Diver Gavia adamsii
Scarcemigrant and winter visitor.

Winter/Spring: A single moulting adult was reported off Brora on 11 April.

Autumn/Winter: A dead bird was washed ashore inearly November near
Helmsdale

Storm Petrel Hydrobates pelagicus
Locally common breeder in north and west; uncommon migrant
elsewhere.

Spring/Summer/Autumn/Winter: There were 67 records in this period, up
from 45 last year. The highest counts were 175 from the Ullapool to Stosway
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ferry on 2 September and 100 between Muck and Eigg on 16 July. Ringing sessions
on Eilean nan Ron on 17 July recorded 85 birds andn Duntulm, Skyeon 1 August,

20 birds were trapped. In the eastthe first bird of the year was recordedfrom
Helmsdale on 18 August. The last count of the year, on 21 October from Chanonry
Point, also yielded the highest count in the east of 25 birds.

Breeding: No monitoring took place on Priest Island; the next tapeesponse survey will

be in 2024. On Handa, on a night excursion to Otterpoint on 22 July, the team saw over
three birds after playing the nesting ground noise for several minutes. In the following
days, suitable looking holes were checked with speakers, but no answers from breeding
birds were received.

Leach's Petrel Oceanodroma leucorhoa
Scarce migrant offshore (rare inland), mainly in autumn.

Summer/Autumn: There were six records in the year, compared to three last
year, with the first being at Gairloch of three birds on 29 August. From the ferry to
and from Ullapool and Stornoway, a single bird was seen on 11 September and
another on 18 September. Final observations were on 2@ctober of three birds
from Alturlie ,and one in Broadford Bay.

Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis

Still a common breeder but there have been serious declines since
the mid-1990s; common offshore, but uncommon in late autumn
and winter.

Winter/Spring: The first records, and some of the highest counts of the year, were
on 14 January, with 40 birds spotted from Skerray and 69 from Neave Island. Sixty
birds were noted from Tubeg Headland, near Skerragn 18 February. Over 100
birds were seen from Handa Bothy on 19 April. On 13 Mag27 were noted in the
Minch between Mull and Vattersay and 20 were seen from Stoer lighthouse on 31
May. In the east, the first record was of a single bird on 24 January at Tarbat Ness,
where there were regular singlefigure counts until 15 birds were noted on 12
April.

Breeding: On Handa, the population has noticeably dropped, with now only 100 AOS
across all plots- a decline of 26.2% since last year which was tHewest all-island count
since 1995, when over 3500 AOS were recorded. Productivity across all plots was 0.14,
the lowest ever recorded on Handa. It was observed that Fulmars seemed to be the main
prey of visiting White-tailed Eagles although the decline has also occurrd in areas
lacking those predators On Canna, since 199%here has been a steady decline from 653
AOS to 59 in 2022, and to only 19 AOS and no breeding success this year. Near Skerray, at
Eilean nan Ron, on 20 July7 young birds were notel and there were seven nests on 27
July at Strathan. On North Sutor, incubating adults were counted on two plots on 25 May

115



.

=

but a revisit on 4 August found no chicks from seven and six nests respectively. (see
below)

Fulmar breeding productivity on Canna 2014 z2023:
2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
Number of AOS 184 174 192 180 151 127 * 75 59 19

Young per AOS 0.2 04 0.4 0.2 0.2 0.1 * 0.1 *x 0.0
* counts not done due to Covidl9 restrictions

** counts not completed due to avian flu

In the peakyear (1977) there were 669A0S.

Fulmar breeding productivity in study plots at North Sutor 2014  z2023:

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
Young per AOS 0.0 0.2 005 01 0.0 0.0 0.0* 0.1 *x 0.0
* counts only partially done due to Coviell9 restrictions (only per 22 AOS)
** no data

Summer /Autumn/ Winter:  The highest numbers throughout this period were
logged at Helmsdalewith a count of 1484 on 19 Septembemwhen a blue morph
individual was also noted. This contrasts with a high last year of 4000 on 5
September in the same area. Other notable counts were of 100 birds from Handa
on 8 August and 120 from Embo on 1 September. The last record for the year was
of asingle bird from Brora on 13 November.

#1 OUG O 3 ECRIAN®ctriA liodeals

Rare visitor.

Summer/Autumn: There were 3x records, allin AugustSeptember,comparedto
four last year and none in 2021 All were on the east coast. A single bird was
recorded off Brora on 17August The highest count was o$ix birds from near
Helmsdale on 18August Single birds were also seen from Avoch and Chanonry
Point on 14 and 15 September.

Sooty Shearwater Ardenna grisea
Uncommon (although occasionally numerous) offshore in late
summer and autumn, rare in spring.

Summer/Autumn: There were 40 sightings in the period from June until October.
The first record was at a surprisingly inshore location near Loch Croispol,
Sutherland on 26 JuneAsingle bird on 17 July was seefrom Strathy Point, where

a further eight were spotted on 9 August and 86 on 3 October. The highest counts
were from the Ullapool/Stornoway ferry, of 428 on 13 September and 218 on 11
September. The last sighting in the west as from the Ullapool/Stornoway ferry

of six birds on 17 October. The firseastern record was of three birds from Brora
on 16 August; 21 were spotted from Helmsdale on 19 August; and the last two
birds were from Brora on 28 October.
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Great Shearwater Ardenna geavis
Vagrant.

Winter : One birdwas seenin the Minch, 32 miles NE of Rona@n 24 January.

Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus

Abundant breeder in west on the Small Isles, with Rum possibly
holding the largest colony in the world; common offshore, but rare
In winter.

Spring/Summer: The first records were on 28 March, with an impressive 290
birds on the Sea of Hebrides. The highest count was of 1839 birds from the Rum
Mallaig ferry on 26 luly. This contrasts with the highest count in the same period
in 2022, of 10000 from Ardnamurchan on 4 June. Other notable counts were 200
birds from Neist Point, Skye on 15 May and 1500 from Ardnamurchan Point on 21
May. The first record in the east was from Embo on 12 April of three birds. There
were 12 noted off BalintoreHarbour on 17 June and from Brora there were 109
birds on 23 July. Strathy Point had a high of 126 on 9 August.

Breeding: Nocturnal flight calls were recorded on Rum from 2 April until 17 September.
On Eigg, birds were recorded calling from colonies from 1 April and good nhumbers were
reported in early May, with the biggest count of 300 birds off the east coast of the island
on 17 August.

Autumn: Ardnamurchan had the highest count of the yeavith 3000 birds on 1
September. There were over 400 off GlenujgMoidart on 8 September. Off
Helmsdale there were 66 on 17 September and a final single bird was recorded
from Hilton of Cadboll on 19 October.

Balearic Shearwater Puffinusmauretanicus
Very scare autumn migrant.

Autumn: There were seven records in September, between Tarbat Ness and

Helmsdale. A single bird was seen off Tarbaiess on 6 September, a single off
Brora on 10 and B September and two from Helmsdale from 1718 September.

Gannet Morus bassanus
Generally common offshore, but scarce in winter.

Winter/Spring/Summer : The first record was of two birds on 1 January from
Tarbat Ness wherethe highest countof the spring was 101 birds on 27 Marchin
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summer, the highest countwas of an impressive 1323 birds from Helmsdale on 19
August, exceeding the 2022eak of 500 birds from Tarbat Ness on 17 August. In
the west, the highest counts in the period were of 30 birds from Neist Point on 7
April and 34 flying south from Ardnamurchan on 26 June. There weraine
reported casualties from suspectedvian flu, of single birds, from 8 May until 23
August, mostly in the west.

Autumn/Winter:  The highest counts were from the west coast, with over 300
birds counted from Lub Score, Skye on 3 September and from Pabay Sound on 29
September. This contrasts with the same period last year, whel500 birds were
counted in the east, from Tarbat Ness on 28 Septemb&rom Eigg, it was reported
that numberswere generally low, but large numbers were present throughout the
offshore waters, during a spell of gales in late September. Other notable records
were of 215, mostly juvenile birds recorded from Chanonry Point on 15
September; 51 birds from Brora on 24 November; and the final record of the year
was a single bird from Melvaig, Wester Ross on 31 December.

Brown Booby Sula leucogaster
Vagrant .

Summer: A singleimmature bird was seen by two observers on 18 August from
Tarbat NessFirst record for Highland - see an account on 211.

Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo
Breeding restricted to one large colony in Easter Ross and a few
small colonies in north -west; common offshore but scarcer inland.

Winter/Spring: Double-figure counts were reported regularly in this period,
mostly in the east, with Tarbat Ness noting 11 birds on 1 January and also having
the highest count of 64 on 2 February. Elsewhere, 18 were noted on 17 Marah
Traigh, Arisaig Over 50 were counted atNavidale Farm near Helmsdale on 19
May. Inland, atLoch Ashieon 7 January, 11 were recorded in the north of the loch,
and sevenin the south on the same day. Eight were recorded at Balavil, Insh
Marshes on 20 February. WeBS counts for the Moray Firth totalled 342 in January
and 438 in February.

Breeding: On North Sutor,study plots were photographed on 9 May and the number of
occupied nests counted. Visits were then made on 2 and 27 June, 14 July and 4 August to record
contents of these study nests. A count of the whole colony was also done on 9 May and repeated

on 2 June. Cormorant numbers have remained relatively stable singeb@0a8e still well

below those recorded in the 1990sthe monitored plots, the breeding success was above
the long-term averages. (see below)
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Cormorant breeding productivity in study plots at North Sutor 201~ 4z2023:
2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022023

No. of nests 99 104 109 133 147 155 146 148 13®22

Young pernest 2.2 2.6 24 2.2 2.5 283 23 1728
* counts only partially done due to Coviell9 restrictions (young per 140 nests)

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  There was a high count ofaround 100 (including
young) at Brora on 3 July. Chanonry Point, which had regular sightings through
the year, had a high of 30 on 6 September. WeBS counts for the Moray Fintbare
697 in Octoberand 346 in December. In the easthere were five records of birds
dead or dying of sispected avian flu. Inland at Insh Marshes, six birds were
roosting by the Dell of Killiehuntly on 15 October and five at Balavil on 20
November. On the last day of the yeamo birds were noted on Rum.

ShagGulosusristotelis
Locally common coastal breeder; common offshore.

Winter/Spring: Ofmultiple records on the first day of the year, the highestcount
was of six birds at Lochinver. Tarbat Ness had thredigure counts from January
until March, with a peak of 164 on 28 January. At Tarbat Neako, on 20 January
two birds in adult plumage were noted in a count of 113n Sutherland, here were
121 counted at Kyleskuon the west coaston 28 January andlater in this period,
over 100 were recorded from Ord Pointon the east coasbn 19 May. WeBS counts
for the Moray Firth were 140 in January and 80 in Februarycompared to 34 and
37 last year.

Breeding: On Eigg, there was a successful breeding season at the main site on Castle
Island,where many fledged juveniles were present in early July. At North Sutor, the recent
increase noted between 205 and 2022 ended with a slight drop in numbers in 2023.
Numbers were still well below those recorded in the 1990s althoughbreeding success
wasabove the longterm average(see below). On Canna, there has been a modest increase
in numbers which continued in 2023 when 459 AON wereounted, the highest totakince
2004. (see below)

Shag breeding productivity in study plots at North Sutor 201 47202 3:

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022023
No. of nests 185 121 134 143 143 171 62* 205 2279
Young pernest 1.6 15 1.51.3 1.2 11 16*81.16 1.7
* counts only partially done due to Coviell9 restrictions

Shag breeding productivity in main study colonies on Canna 201 4z2023:
2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022023

No.ofnests 191 336 290 301280 440 * 437 A 459

Young pernest1.2 1.7 1.8 1.3 1.21.6 * 19 A 1.6

* countsnot done due to Covidl9 restrictions

A count incomplete due to avian flu restrictions

In the peak year(1984) there were 1753 nests.
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Summer/Autumn/Winter:  The highest count of the season was from Chanonry
Point, which had regular threefigure counts in September and October, and an
astounding 1014 on 3 October. Thredigure counts were reported from both east
and west coasts: 211 from Clovullin, Fort William on 12 July; 155 from
Ardnamurchan on 8 September; 393 from Helmsdale on 17 Septemband 767
birds were reported heading to their roost from Duror, Appin on 31 December. On
Eigg, birds were common throughout the year, with a peak count of 120 on 19
October. There was only oneeported case of suspected aviafiu, from Nigg on 7
November.

Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus
Rare visitor.

Autumn /Winter : Two sub-adults were recorded at Aird of Sleat, Sky on 16
October. This is only the eighth report for Highland, butthe sixth in the last 12
years. It was soon followed bya record of a single fromthe Kessock Bridge,
Inverness on 7 December.

Glossy lIbis, Sleat© Bob McMillan

120



Grey Heron Ardea cinerea
Locally common breeder; commonly encountered in most areas.

Winter/Spring: There were multiple recordings on the first day of the yeamwith
maximum counts of three at both South Kessock and Rum. Doubldigit counts
included 11 at Tongue on 1 February20 at Ullapool on 3 February and 14
between Clachnaharry and South Kessock on 3 Marddne were at Inverewe on
20 March.

Breeding: Nests were noted atBoat of Garten and Corrouiin Badenoch & Strathspey,
Eilean a Chuilinn in LochalshSheldaig Islandin Wester Rossand Borgie Breco Woods
and Lochinverin Sutherland. A pair was observed mating on 8 Februaryat Hilton of
Cadboll At Ardersier, six birds were noted on 18 February and negbuilding was
observed. On Eigg, birds were present in small nhumbers throughout the year, with a
maximum of only four, with most records from the South East Bays. There was a possible
breeding attempt reported at the Lodge Grounds. Occupied nestseve recorded at
monitored sites in Easter Ross (see below)

Easter Ross Heronry counts 201 4-2023:

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Clashmore 19 13 16 13 13 16 0 0 0 0
North Cadboll 6 6 5 2 0 0 0

Tarrel 8 9 11 5
Hilton of Cadboll 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 3 5
Arabella 14 16 17 17 23 18 22 17 11 12
Dalmore 16 14 10 12 12 9 15 15 17 18

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  Milton of Culloden saw regular twefigure counts,
with 12 on 9 June and a high of 17 on 1 SeptembéFhe highestcount was from
Fort William on 1 Decemberof 40 birds. On Handa, birds were frequently seen
across the season, mostly as individuals at the lagoon (sometimes mobbed by
terns) and Boulder Bay; occasionally flying over the Bothy and being mobbed by
Arctic Skuas.

Grey Heron - Inner Moray Firth WeBS counts summary 201 4z2023:

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022023
Jan 71 62 86 84 58 1601 53 47 64
Feb 38 26 26 51 42 6745 50 31 50
Oct 67 118 114 141 108 152 124 54 142 122
Dec 80 95 88 82 123 7666 100 62 84
Totals 253 301 325 358 331 455 296 257 282 320
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Great White Egret Ardea alba
Scarcevisitor.

Autumn/ Winter: There were 51 recordsfrom October to December. From 12 to
30 October, a single bird waseported between Lochailort and Arisaig.From 15
October until 30 November, a single bird was reportedat Skibo in Sutherland.
From 29 November until 19 December,a single bird was reported between
Kinbrace andDyke in Sutherland Another adult was noted atDingwall/Fodder ty
from 8 December into 2024.

Little Egret Egretta garzetta
Scarce, but increasing, visitor mainly in spring and autumn.

Spring/Summer: There were nine records of single birds, all from the west. The
first was from New Shiel Bridge, Acharacle on 21 Maypext was me at Lochailort
from 16 until 22 August andthen one from Caolspit, Fort William on 25 August.

Autumn/Winter: There were four records of single birds, again all in the west. A
single bird was observed at Linnhe and Lochynouth from 21 to 28 November,
one at Back of Keppoch on 7 December and onethe head ofLoch Eil on 19
December.

Osprey Pandion haliaetus
Uncommon but increasing summer visitor & breeder in east; scarce
elsewhere.

Spring/Summer/Autumn:  There were 581 BirdTrack records submitted, well
up on last year (386).The first record was from the Beauly Firth on 9 March. A
second record of a bird atoch Knockie, Whitebridge on the 23rd was followed by
a further eight records until the end of March, all at or near to known breeding
locations. The peak month for records was April (85), with a scattering of records
before the main arrival from the 1517th. After a further 109 records inMay, there
was an interesting westerly record from the Kyle of Durness on 28 June. July
records showed a decrease @), with one westerly sighting at Loch Ewe on the
27th. August records (91) included another westerly sighting at Melvaig on
thel5th. Only 35 records during September included one westerly one at Coigach
on the 26th. Late records (5) in October included westerly sightings at Inverewe
on the 2nd and at Achiltibuie on the 1éh, and in November (3) a sighting at
Broadford Bay on the9th.
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Breeding: Compared with 2022, there was a small decrease in the number of monitored
sites with pairs present,but a slight increase inpairs rearing young andthe number of
young fledged Although breeding successncreasedfrom 88% to 90%, the average brood

sizeof 2.03+per successfulnesk AO OEI EI AQ OI 1 A0O0 UAAOGSO
Osprey breeding success in Highland 2023:
Pairs Pairs Pairs Minimum
present laying fledging fledged
Sutherland 31 30 29 56
Inverness-shire 13 11 9 17
Badenoch & Strathspey 9 8 7 13
Rossshire 20 19 16 39+
Lochaber 4 4 4 7
TOTAL 77 72 65 132+

Honey-buzzard Pernis apivorus
Scarce summer visitor & breeder.

Spring/Summer: Two BirdTrack recordsin this period were from locations in the
vicinity of previous breeding sites.

Breeding: Fewer sites were checked than in 2022 andne less sighting made. There was
a slight improvement in nesting success.

Honey-buzzard survey in Highland 2023:

Sites Sites Birds Breeding Min. young
checked occupied seen confirmed fledged

Sutherland 0 0 0 0 0

Rossshire 5 2 2 singles 0 0

Inverness 10 8 3 pairs, 5 singles 3 4

Badenoch & Strathspey 1 1 1 pair 1 1

Lochaber 0 0 0 0 0

TOTAL 16 11 4 pairs, 7 singles 4 5

Autumn: An adult male was seen at Achavandra Muir in Sutherland on 2
September and another bird at Smithton, Inverness on 30 September.

Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos
Widespread but scarce resident, mainly in the uplands .

Winter/Spring/Summer/Autumn/Winter: A total of 572 BirdTrack records
were received. The majority consisted of a single bird or sometimes of two, but on
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seven occasions three were seen together, on nine occasions four and on four
occasions fiveMost of these multi-bird records occurred in the late summer and
autumn. Some were confirmed as an adult or pair with juvenileand were likely
family groups. As in previous years, multiple sightings occurred in Stratbearn.

Breeding:

Golden Eagle breeding success in Highland 2023:

Nest sites Pairs Pairs Pairs Young

monitored  present laying successful  fledged
Skye ? ? ? ? ?
Small Isles 6 6 2 1 1
Sutherland 21 19 12 10 10
Wester Ross 18 18 15 8 9
Easter Ross 11 10 6 6 7
East Inverness 15 11 9 9 13
West Inverness 6 6 4 2 2
Badenoch & Strathspey 23 21 17 14 20
Ardnamurchan, Ardgour 19 16 7 1 1
& Morvern
TOTAL 119 107 72 51 63

The number of sites monitoredwas smallerthan in 2022, buta greater number of pairs
were successful with araverage brood size of 1.2.

Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus
Fairly common resident in east, scarcer in north and west away
from Skye & Lochalsh. Declining.

Winter/Spring/Summer : There were502 records on BirdTrack andbirds were
recorded almost daily across the whole region. Virtually all reports were of single
birds, but two were recorded at 28 sites and three athree sites. Prey chased or
caught included Blackbird, Woogigeon and Goldfinch

Breeding: A decrease in survey effort compared to 2022 resulted in only 14 Highland
sites being checked.

Sparrowhawk breeding success in Highland 2023:

Sites Signs  of Large Young
checked occupation young fledged
Badenoch & 0 0 0 0

Strathspey

Inverness-shire 13 12 18+ 18+
Rossshire 1 0 0 0
Sutherland 0 0 0 0

TOTAL 14 12 18+ 18+

District



<

Autumn/Winter: There were 351 BirdTrack records for this period. Two birds
were seen at Tarbat Ness on 9 October, one each 0f20 and 29 Octoberand one
on 23 November probable immigrants tothis east coast promontoy.

Goshawk Accipiter gentilis
Scarce local breeder, mainly in east.

Winter/Spring/Summer:  The number ofsightings reported on BirdTrack in the
period January to July was only 57, compared to 83 in the same period in 2022.
Again, the great majority were in Badenoch & Strathspey or Straearn. Outside
the core area, a pair waseen atLoch Duntelchaig on 27 FebruarySngles were
seen at Portree on 1 January, a displaying male at Ardersier on 23 and 24 January,
at Dunmaglass upper Strathnairnon 4 April andat Brahan, Easter Rossn 27 May.
Prey chased or caught included a Relgégged Partridge and a ma Black Grouse.
On 15 Januaryan adult was seen hassling a Marsh Harrier at Insh Marshes

Breeding: Fewer sites were found occupied butin those that were, the pairs had 100%
fledging success. The laying pairs enjoyed good breedisgiccessaveraging2.5 fledged
young per nesting attempt.

Goshawk breeding success in Highland 2023:

Pairs  Pairs Minimum
laying fledging no. young
eggs  young fledged

Sites Signs  of
checked occupation

Sutherland 0 0 0 0 0

East Inverness 1 1 1 1 2+

Easter Ross 1 1 1 1 3

Badenoch & Strathspey 7 6 6 6 25

TOTAL 9 8 8 8 20+
Autumn/Winter: Thetotalofoy OECEOET CO 11 " EOA4OAAE

total in this period. Sightings outside the core area were at Isleornsay, Skye on 1
Sepember, Loch Fleein Sutherlandon 2 Ocbber and Brahan on 4 November.

Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus
Has bred; scarce summer visitor, mainly in east.

Spring/Summer/Autumn/Winter.  There were 104 BirdTrackrecords which is
almost twice as many sightings asn 2022. Unlike last year, when no males were
seen,there were two sighting of males both in Badenoch at Drumguish on 20
April and at Dell of Killiehuntly, with a female,on 30 August but no records of
breeding. All the other sightings were of single birds, the first at Invertromie on 2
January The majority of the sightings throughout the year were from Badenoch &
Strathspey, usually around Insh Marshes and frequently involving juvenile birds.
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Unlike 2022, there were only two records outwith Badenoch& Strathspey, of a
femaleat Tomatin on 4 April anda sightingat Culloden Moor on 5 May.

Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus
Uncommon breeder, mainly in east; scarce in winter. Declining due
to persecution.

Winter/Spring/Autumn/Winter: There were 481 BirdTrack records for the
year, a significant increase on the 2022 total and similar téthe number of 2021
sightings. As usualthe majority were from Badenoch & Strathspey, mostly from
Insh Marshes. There were plenty ofightings elsewhere in Highland, especiallyn
Easter Ross and on thevest coast from Lochaber up into West Sutherland.
Sightings in east Invernessshire were sparse.Roost counts at Insh Marshes in
January and February peaked atix, all of brown birds apart from one male seen
on 19 February. Autumn counts atinsh were between one and eight in early
September, rising to at least 10 on 28 and 29 Septembemith higher numbers
recorded in October(11 on the4t and nine on the 29t), and in November, 10+ on
the 19, as well as eight at a neighbouring siteThere were up to two males
presenton 9, 14 and 28 September, 4 October and 19 Novembar.addition, six
ringtails and two grey males were presentat the second site on 19 November

Breeding: A UK-wide 2023 National Hen Harrier Surveywas carried outto obtain a
reliable estimate of the size of the breeding population in the UK and the Isle of Man and
to estimate the change in population size and distribution since the last survey in 2016.
Monitoring of known breeding sites continued together with additional survey effort
made to establish the presence/breeding or absence of Hen Harriers in suitable habitat in
randomly selected 10km squares.The summary table below show an increase in
breeding succesgpartly due to the survey effortbut also due to thehigh population level

of the Shorttailed Field Vole in the Highlands

Hen Harrier breeding success in Highland 2023:

Pairs Pairs Minimum
laying fledging  no. young
eggs young fledged

Sites Signs of
checked occupation

Sutherland 5 5 2 1 1
Easter Ross 7 5 4 4 13
Wester Ross 4 4 3 3 9
East Inverness 5 4 4 4 9
Badenoch & Strathspey 13 12 11 10 39
Lochaber 0 0 - - -
Eigg & Rum 5 3 2 2 4
TOTAL 39 33 26 24 75
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Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus
Vagrant.

Spring: One was in the mvernessarea from 12 June to 26 July.
There are two previous recordspoth in NW Scotland, in 2013 and 2022.

Hen x Pallid Harrier Circus cyaneus X macrourus
Vagrant

Breeding: A mixed pair was presentat an undisclosed location However, DNA
analysis of the two pulli ringed at that nest showed theywere not first -generation
hybrids.

Autumn: There were two sightings of a bird accepted asa hybrid Hen x Pallid
Harrier, at Insh Marshes on 17 September and at LodBynack near Kingussieon
22 October.It bore a ring combination indicating it came from a nest somewhere
in Highland.

This is the firstacceptedBritish breeding record.

Red Kite Milvus milvus
Re-introduced breeder; well established in east, but scarce
elsewhere.

Winter/Spring/Summer:  Reporting on BirdTrack significantly increased by
42% to a total of 1184 sighting,a reflection of the general increase in numbers of
this species throughout Scotland in recent yearsAs usual, the core area stretched
from SE Sutherlanddown the east of the region, especially concentrated in Easter
Ross, Badenoch & Strathspey and south of Inverneddany more sightings are
now being recorded from further west, such as atnverpolly in Wester Rosson 13
April. Two double-figure groups were seen at the same site in Badenoch
Strathspey on 15 and 16 MayNumbers counted on the Red Kite National Count
days in January showed a 37% increase orslkayear, with countsin east Inverness
shire of 72 in Stratherrick, in Easter Rosf 41 at Kilmuir, 11 and 35 at two Muir
of Ord sites, 28 at Marybankand one at Strathpeffer, and in Sutherland of33 at
Skelba
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Breeding:

Red Kite breeding success in Highland 2023:

Sites Pairs Pairs Pairs m)ini;;g:g
checked present laying success ﬂé dged
Sutherland 2 1 1 1 3
Easter Ross 30 22 22 16 34
East Inverness 14 12 10 10 20
E?rgtet?sopcgy& 4 4 4 2 8
TOTAL 50 39 37 29 65

Autumn/Winter: Remote from the core area, there were sightingst RahoyHills,
Morvern on 26 October, Lusa, Skye on 29 October and Laide, Wester Ross on 7
December A high count of 19 birds was recorded at Achavandra Muir, Dorno@n

6 October. The next highest counts wer&5+ in Strath Dearn on 9 Novemberll

at Drynie Mains, Black Isle on 26 December, 10 near Aviemore on 14 December,
nine in Inverness on 29 Novemberat least eightat Dunachton Strathspeyon 24
September andeight at Alturlie Point on 29 November.

White -tailed Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla
Uncommon re-introduced breeder in west , but scarce elsewhere.

Winter/Spring/Summer/Autumn/Winter: A total of 593 BirdTrack records for
the year was a marginal increase on 2022 numberAs in 2022 and previous years,
at least 75% of records came fronthe west, including the islands, the full length
of the west mainland,from Ardnamurchan to Cape Wrath and along the north
coast toMelvich. There were more sightings of large soaring parties dive or more
birds this year, with seventhe maximum number seenpn Skye at Glen Hinnisdale
on 12 Mayand at Kinloch on 26 MayApproximately a quater of the records came
from the east of the region, particularly Badenoch & Strathspey, Strafbearn and
Strathnairn. A ringed (G8/18) and satellitetagged bird releagd on the Isle of
Wight in 2021 bird was seenin Badenochon three occasions at Balachroan and
at Invertromie on 14 September and at Strone on 16 September. Fewer records
than last year three) were from the east coast firths, at Loch Fleet on a couple
occasions and one bird on the Dornoch Firth on 8 April. Inland sightings between
west and east coasts were reported at Roy Bridge and at Garve on 29 Apatl,
Abriachan on 9 November andht Strathfarrar on 10 November.

Breeding: Breeding success was greater than in previous years and recovering well after
the effects of avian influenza of last year.
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White -tailed Eagle breeding success in Highland 2023:

Sites Pairs Pairs Pairs Pairs Pairs Minimum
checked present monitored laying hatching fledging no.young
Badenoch &
Strathspey 2 2 2 2 2 1 2
Inverness 1 1 1 1 0 00
Lochaber 14 14 14 9 8 96
Rossshire 11 11 10 8 6 76
Skye
(incl. Raasay) 30 30 30 20 15 12 17
Small Isles 4 4 4 4 4 4 3
Sutherland 10 10 10 6 6 65
TOTALS 72 72 71 50 41 33

Common Buzzard Buteo buteo
Common resident.

Winter/Spring/Autumn/Winter: There were 2605 BirdTrack records
submitted on a daily basighroughout the year, an average of 217 per month. Peak
months for recording were in spring from March to May (884 records)with a
smaller autumn peak from September to November (575 records)he majority
of sightings were of a single bird (approx. 85%) or of pairs otwo together
(approx. 10%). There were several high countsef 6-12 birds in early spring,when
pairs are at their most territorial, and all were in either Badenoch & Strathspegr
Strath Dearn. Later high counts occurred at Balavil, Badenoghof 12 birdson 30
September,10 on 12 October and12 on 26 Octdber, and in Strath Dearn, of 10
birds on 9 and 180ctober, and 25 on 7 November.

Breeding:
Common Buzzard breeding success in Highland 2023:
Clutches  Clutches Nests with rl\}/l(;mmt;/rgung
laid hatched large young fledged
Badenoch & Strathspey 16 12 12 29
Easter Ross (study area) 40 32-40 32 66
Easter Ross (other) 7 6 6 12+
Inverness 26 24-26 24 44
Sutherland 0 0 0 0
Lochaber 19 15 15 27
TOTAL 108 89-99 89 178+

In the Easter Ross study area, the number of occupied territories and clutches have
marginally increased by D% on 2022, but the recovery continues to be impacted by avian

influenza.
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Barn Owl Tyto alba
Uncommon breeder, mainly in east but increasing in numbers in
north and west.

Winter/Spring: Between 1 January andhe end of March 33 sightings at 24 sites
comprised 29 singles andour sightings of pairs.Geograghically, 18 sightingswere
east of the Highland watershed and 15 in thevest.

Breeding: An average of at least 3.4 younfiedged per pair laying (longterm average of
2.3), which is the highest recorded annual fledging rateThe sample is biased towards
successful nestswith many sites having one or two visits usually during the late chick
rearing period with early failures unrecorded or not rechecked. Large caches of voles at
nest siteswere recorded, indicating very abundant food supplies in summer 2023. Many
late breeding attemptswere recorded. One pair in Easter Ross commenced their clutch of
five eggs on 6 August, ragting in three chicks eventually fledging in midNovember.

Barn Owl breeding success in Highland 2023:
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Autumn/Winter: Between 1 July andthe end of December47 sightings at 33
sites were mainly singleswith 27 sightings in the east and 20 in thewest. Three
nocturnal flight call registrations were recorded on Rum overnighton 14-15
September and a single registrationn the early morning of 5 November.

Long-eared Owl Asio otus
Scarce breeder, but very under-recorded; scarce migrant and
winter visitor.

Winter/Spring: No records were receivedfrom the beginning of the yearto the
onset of territorial calling.

Breeding: For the second successive yedevels of breeding activity recorded by HRSG
were low. Seven active nests were monited, all of which were successfulwith two
broods of three, one brood of2+ and the restof 1+. As usual most sites only received a
single visit, close to or just after fledging, so the sample is highly biased towards successful
nests. Additionally, there were casual records reported on eBird and BirdTrack of
confirmed breeding, with active nests or recently fledged youngat six territories at three
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sites on Skye, single territories atseven sites in Badenoch & Strathspeytwo sites in
Inverness-shire andtwo sites in Sutherland.

Autumn/Winter:  Singles were recorded in Sutherland at Ledmore on 6
Septemberand Lairg on 15 Decemberand in Easter Ross aHeights of Doclearty
on 4and 11 November.

Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus
Increasingly scarce and local breeder; scarce migrant and winter
visitor.

Winter : Only two records, of singles on Rum on 13 February andt Tarbat Ness
on 18 February.

Breeding : HRSG receivedeports from four occupied sites one where 2+ youngfledged,
onewith three young; and the other an impressive 6+ young. There was no followp at
the fourth site. Several sites were unoccupiedCasualrecords, indicating possible or

probable breeding (suitable habitat or exhibiting breeding behaviar), from eBird and
BirdTrack between April andthe end of July weresubmitted from eight sites in Badenoch
& Strathspey,two sites in Sutherland, one site in Rosshire and two sites on Skye.

Autumn/Winter: A single was recorded on Canna on 20 Septembéinfortunately,
Highland did not experience the spectacular passagé this species recorded on

the east coast of Scotland and England during October. However, a run of records
from 19 October to 9 Novemberinvolving 1-2 birds, from the east coast at

Golspie, Tarlat Ness, Balintore, Edderton, Dornoch and Fort Georgelikely to

have been part of this wider passage of owls. An intriguing record was of a single
at a remote upland site near Gairloch on 11 December. To finish off the year
further singles were recorded at Muir of Ord on 17 December and Beauly on 19
December.

[Snowy Owl Bubo scandiacus
Vagrant.

Summer: A feather found in a remote mountainous area in Badenoch &
Strathspey on 31 August was later confirmed by experts dselonging to this
species.However, asit was considerably aged and wornit could have been there
a long timeand cannot be claimed as a 2023 recondith any certainty ]
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Tawny Owl Strix aluco
Widespread breeder, but more localised in north and west.

Winter/Spring/Autumn/Winter : A total of 230 sightingswere reported throughout
the year from 130 sites across the recording area. A single at TattNess on 4 January
was notablg as locally uncommonOne bird was observed preying on sandpiper chicks
on 23 and 24 June at Armadale, Skye.

Breeding : In the Easter Ross/SE Sutherland study area 23 boxes were occupied, just
below the peak of 28 boxes occupied in 2014. Clutch size at 2.8 was just above the fong
term average of 2.7. Brood size at 1.6 was below the loigrm average of 1.8, whilst the
number of young reared per pair at 1.3 was just below the lonterm average of 1.4Data
were received from 12 boxes ineast Invernessshire These produced a high total of 2.4
young per box. This figure was influenced by two very big broods of four drsix at one
upland site, where there was an abundance of voléBhese results indicate thaimost sites
experienced an average breeding season. A significant breeding record came from Canna
where a pair produced at least one fledged chick. Tawny Owls are incredibly rare on the
Small Islesso a breeding pair turning up is exceptional.

Tawny Owl breeding success in Highland 2023:
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Hoopoe Upupa epops

Scarce migrant.

Spring: Oneg recorded in a private garden at Gordonbushon 4 May, was
presumably the same bird seen near Kinbrace four days later. Another was
recorded at Rothiemurchus on 20 June.

Autumn: Two birds were reported on 13 October one between Durness and
Rhiconich and the other aDrumguish in Badenoch.

Hoopoe: presumed individuals per season 201 4-2023:

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
Spring 3 2 4 0 2 0 2 2 3
Autumn 1 1 0 1 3 1 1 r 1
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Kingfisher Alcedo atthis
Scarce local breeder, mainly in Strathspey and the Great Glen; rare
elsewhere.

Winter/Spring: On the River Spejthere were records of single birds at Kingussie

on 2 Januaryand 5 and 17 April, Dell of Killiehuntly on 6 January, Newtonmore
on 1 April and Broomhill on 10 May. In Invernessthere were reports from the
River Ness and Merkinch LNR on six dates in Januaayd on 7 February and 19
March. Single birds were also recordedn the River Shiel on 6 January and 16
March,at Udale Bay on 4 and 13 January, Broadford Bay on 28 January, Golspie on
11 February, Carna, Loch Sunart oA March, Ballachulish on 15 March, Loch
Morlich on 22 March and Loch Arkaig on 24 April. The only record of a pair of birds
was onthe Beauly River on 19 March.

Breeding: At Kingussie two birds were recorded visiting a probable nest hole on 25 July
and adults were seen carrying food three days later. A bird was seen visiting a probable
nest site atUrquhart Woods, Drumnadrochit on 30 July.

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  Records continued from the usual areas of Inverness
and the River Speywhere three birds were reported atKinchurdy Pool, near Boat

of Gartenon 24 July. A bird was present at TullogiAbernethy from 18 October to
the end of the year. In the south and west there were records from Loch Arkaig on
28 June and 28 July, Tulloch Station on 5 July, Loch Lochy mouth and Fort William
on 18 and 28 August, 2 September and 2, 21 and 30 November, Loch Acimaidh
Inich, Plocktonon 22 August, Loch Eil on 2 September, 12 October, 10 and 11
November, the River Shiel on 14 October, Eilean Shgriaoch Moidarton 10 and
25 November, and 10 December and Loch Coruisk, Skye on 11 November. In the
Great Glenthere were seven records in early September between Fort Augustus
and Gairlochy, where two birds were reported on the 8thOn the eastcoast,
records came from Ardesier Bay on 29 August, Dingwall on 12 October,&hd 11
November, and 8 December, Alness on 11 November and near Loch Evelix15
November. The most northerly recordwas of onebird at The Mound on 14
September.

Bee-eater Merops apiaster

Spring: One was recorded at Gartymore, Helmsdale on 28 May
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Bee-eater, Gartymore © Karen Munro

Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major

Locally common resident in east, but less common in north and
west.

Winter/Spring: Most records came from the soutkeast of the region, especially
the woodlands of Badenoch & Strathspey. However, a significant number of
records came from the west, ranging fronboch Sunart to Lochinver and including
one bird reported on the Isle of Eigg on 7 May. The most northerly records were
at Forsinard, where two birds were reported on 22 February and one five days
later, and at Tongue on 21 March, and 8 and 28 May, when two were recorded.
The highest counts were ofLO birds in the Abernethy to Loch Garte area on 15
February and seven in the Courthill to Kildary area on 18 and 26 February.

Breeding: Confirmed breeding records came from 26 sites. The first record of newly
fledged young was of a pair of adults with two young at Glen Garvan, Lochaber on 5 June.
The most northerly breeding record was of a recently fledged juvenile in the north of
Strath Naver on 29 June.

Autumn/Winter: The majority of records came fromthe south and east of the
area, although an increasing number of records came from Skymcluding Glen
Varragill where two birds were reported on 2 June followed by singles on 13 June,
6 August and 20 September. There were records from the Broadford area on 6
June, 22 September and 15 November, Glen Brittle on 19 July, Portree on 25
November, 13 December and 31 December, Glendale on 25 November and Uig on
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the same day. On Eigdhere were four records of probably two individual birds:

at Sandavore on 26 August and 17 Octobend at the Lodge on 30 October and 7
November. The most northerly records were at Tongue on 4 June, 4 September
and 11 September.

Green Woodpecker Picus viridis
Locally rare breeder, mainly in Badenoch & Strathspey; rare
elsewhere.

Winter/Spring/Summer:  Only eight records during the period is a marked
decrease compared with 2022. Single birds were recorded in the Kinrara/Bogach
area on 30 March, 6 April, 20 May and 28 May. Birds were heard calling at Bla
Mor, Auchgourish, between Boat of Garten and Coylumbridgen 2 April, 30 April
and 23 May Ore was recorded at Insh Marshes on 18 May.

Autumn/Winter:  Single birds were recorded at Carrbridge on 14 September,
Dornoch on 8 October and the Highland Wildlife Patkincraigon 28 October.

Kestrel Falco tinnunculus
Fairly common, but thinly distributed breeder; declining.

Winter/Spring: In addition to HRSG monitoring records, a total of 693 records at
458 sites were reported on BirdTrack, of which 112 sightings were in January
March. Notable counts of two birds were made at Kilmuir on Skye and near
Dornoch in January, in Strath Dearn in February and March, and at Tarbat Ness,
Slochd and Gynackshank near Kingussie in March.

Breeding: Favaurable weather conditions were reported throughout the breeding
season.

Kestrel breeding success in Highland 2023:

. Sites Pairs  Pairs Number
_— Sites . . .
District occupied laying fledging of young
checked .
by pairs eggs young fledged
Sutherland 3 0 0 0 0
Rossshire 10 8 6 6 21
Inverness-shire 9 9 8 7 21
Badenoch & Strathspey 5 3 2 2 5
Lochaber 2 0 0 0 0
TOTALS 29 20 16 15 47

Autumn/Winter: Thenumber of sightings per month increased from a low of 43
in July to 79 in September and 78 in Octobgbefore declining to 53, all of single
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birds, in December. Most of the notable counts were made in Strath Dearn, of five
birds in July, six in August, as well as five at Gaick further up the glen, four in
September, five in October and seven in November. Elsewhere, three birds were
noted at Hilton Cadboll, Easter Ross and Dell of KilliehuntlyBadenoch in
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Merlin Falco columbarius

Uncommon breeder; scarce in winter.
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Winter/Spring: There were 29 sightings of singles during January tthe end of
March. In January five sightings were all at coastal sites. In Februarynine were
coastal sightings and one inland. March reports wersix coastal andeight inland.
In April, all five coastal sightings were from Tarbat Nessand more than 30
sightings were inland or on suitable moorland breeding sites close to the sea. In
May, all sightings were from areas with suitable breeding habitat.

Breeding: A total of 28 breeding sites were checked by HRSG. Site occupation was
particularly poor in Sutherland, Badenoch & Strathspey, Invernesshire and Lochaber.
The Lochaber sites have been unoccupied for several years now. Low site occupation has
developedinto a trend in recent years in some parts of the Highland area. A worrying
trend of declining breeding populationsis developingin some areas of Scotlandbut
monitoring effort in Highland is not consistent enough to establish if this is the tmed in

the Highland recording area.

Merlin breeding success in Highland 2023:

. Sites
District checked
Sutherland 8
Rossshire 2
Inverness 5
Badenoch & Strathspey 8
Isle of Rum 2
Lochaber 3
TOTAL 28

Pairs

present

1

OO OoOFrFL,r N

Pairs
laying

0

A OOFRPELDN

Pairs Minimum
fledging young
young fledged

0 0

2 10

1 2

1 4

0 0

0 0

4 16

Autumn/Winter: Of72 sightings from August to the end of the yeaAugustsaw
first ones at coastal sites (other than close to breeding habitgtyvith singles at
Portmahomack and Udale Bayseptember saw the usual series of regular sightings
at Insh Marshes NNR. In Octobeall 15 sightings were from coastal sitesexcept
for a single lingering near NethyBridge onthe 3rd. There werel3 coastal sightings
in November and the anly two during December involved singles at Loch Ewen
Wester Roson the 10th and Hilton of Cadbolln Easter Roson the 12th.
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Hobby Falco subbuteo
Scarce,a recently colonised breeder.

Spring/Summer/Autumn : Sghtings commenced with a single at Gruinard Bay
on 14 June.A single was seen atAchavandra Muir in SE Sutherland or?
September

Breeding: Two pairs were successful in Invernesshire.

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus
Uncommon declining breeder; scarcer in winter, mainly in Inner
Moray Firth.

Winter/Spring: The43 sightings from January to Marclshowedthe expected trend for
more sightings at coastal locations during the early part of the yegd5/20) and inland
sightings increasing during February through to March(16/23). This may be a function
of observer behaviar, concentrating effort at the coastn the early part of the year, then
turning to inland sites when daylength increases and attention turns to the breeding
season.

Breeding :

Pairs Single Clutches Young Outcome not

monitored adults hatching fledged known/failure
Sutherland 1 1 0 0 1
Easter Ross 5 1 3 6 2
Wester Ross 0 0 0 0 0
West Inverness 2 0 2 4 0
East Inverness 7 4 3 7 3
Badenoch & Strathspey 5 2 2 5 2
Skye & Lochalsh 0 0 0 0 0
Ardnamurchan 0 0 0 0 0
TOTALS 20 8 10 22 8

Peregrine breeding success in Highland 2023:

Autumn/Winter : Of the 64 sightings reported diring August to the end of the

year, 29 were at coastal sites and 35 at inland siteé\fter a peak of 23 in September
(10 coastal, 13 inland) the number of sightings per month declined to just two,
inland, in December.Concentrations of sightings were at Nigg/Udale Bay for

coastal sites and Insh Marshes NNR and Stralbearn for inland sites.
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Red-backed Shrike Laniuscollurio
Scarce migrant; has bred.

Summer: A malewas found at Whitebridge, east Invernesshire on 14 June.

Great Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor
Scarce migrant and winter visitor .

Spring/Summer: Single birds were recorded at Loch Ashie on 23 Marahand
Lubcroy, Strath Oykel on 25 March

Autumn: A bird was recorded in Strath of Kildonan on 4 November. One present
at Dalnahaitnach, Carrbridge from 7 to 10 November was joined by a second bird
on the 8th. Finally, one was reported by Loch Loyal on 28 November.

Great Grey Shrike numbers per season 201 4-2023:
2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2022022 2023

Winter/Spring 0O 2 1 2 2 3 00 O 2
Summer 0 0 0 1 00 0 0O O 1
Autumn/Winter 2 2 2 1 32 0 1 0 4
*Steppe Grey Shrike

Steppe Grey Shrike, Achateny Farm, Ardnamurchan. © Bob McMillan
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[Steppe Grey Shrike] L. epallidirostris

A second calendatyear male was at Achateny, Ardnamurchan from 29 June to 4
July.First record for Highland.

Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus
Rare migrant.

Spring: The wing of an adult female, presumed to have been predated by a
Sparrowhawk, was found in a garden at Brora on 14 May.

JayGarrulus glandarius

Scarce but increasing resident, spreading from south -west and
Strathspey into Inverness and Easter Ross; scarce elsewhere, but
increasing records from outlying areas.

Winter/Spring: The vast majority of 200+ BirdTrack records came from the
woodlands of Badenoch & Strathspey, Easter Ross and Lochal@utwith this
area, records included two birds at Loch Brora on 4 January and single birds at
Torbreck, Rogarton 7 January and 7 May, Drumbeg on 31 January, Strath Oykel
on 9 April and near Poolewe on 1 May. The most northerly record was of a bird at
Forsinard on 5 April. High counts werel2+ at Loch Alvie on 28 February and nine
at Craidarroch, Contin on 23 March.

Breeding: Recently fledged young were recorded at Craig Phadrig, Inverness on 25 June
and at Drumguish on 11 JulyAn adult was feeding two fully fledged young at Hill of
Fortrose on 5 July

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  Distribution of most of the 400+ BirdTrack records
was similar to earlyin the year. On Skyethere were records from three locations
around Sleat on 12 June, 19 July and 21 July, followed by a bird at Kyleakin on 25
October and finally one at Drumfearn on 21 November. In Sutherlanfive were
recorded at Little Loch Shin on 15 September. Two birds trapped and ringed in a
garden at Melvich on 22 October had very long wing measurements, pointing to a
continental origin. Nearby, two were reported at Breco wads, Borgie on 25
October and two were recorded at Forsinard on 4 December. High counts for the
period were 12 at Loch Meig on 3 October, 13 at Loch Pityoulish on 18 October
and 12 on Brahan Estate on 4 November.
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Magpie Pica pica

Scarce resident, mainly in south and east; range expanding to west
and north.

Winter/Spring: The number ofBirdTrack records was similar to last year, with
the majority from the area around the Moray FirthIn Sutherland, there were five
records of single birds at Melvich between 17 Januamgnd 10 March, followed by
three records from nearby Strathy Point between 30 March and 18 April. One was
reported at Balngeil on 7 May and two near Kildonan, Helmsdale six days later.
Five records from Tarbat Ness in late March and early April included four birds
seen on 4 April. One was recorded at The Mound onAril . In Wester Rosspne
was at Melvaig, Gairloch on 26 Apriand another at Applecross on 19 Mayn Skye

& Lochdsh,single birdswere at Broadford on 8 April, Lower Milovaig on 18 April,
Plockton on 14 May and Galtrigllon 20 May. High counts for theperiod were five

at Loch Flemington on 12 January, six at Gollanfield on 14 February and six at
Heights of Dochcarty on 8 March.

Breeding: Occupied nests with adults feeding young were recorded at Gollanfield on 25
May and at nearby Ardersier on 3 June.

Summer/Autumn/Winter.  There were several records away from the core area
around the Moray Firth.A bird recorded at Lower Milovaig, Skye in April was seen
a further 12 times between 6 June and 17 December. Also on Skiere were four
records of a bird at Elgol between 21 October and 8 November. In Wester Rpss
single birds were reported at Achiltibuie on 24 June, in Glen Docherty on 23
October, at Poolewe on 12 November and at Achnasheen four days later. In
Sutherland, one was recorded at Bettyhill on 10 June, two and one at Brora on 17
September and 6 October respectively, one at Strathy Point on C&tober and one

at Skelbo, Loch Fleet on 18 Novembein the southwest, single birds were
recorded near Acharacle on 13 October and at Grigadale, Ardnamurchan Point on
1 December. The highest count for the period was of four at Hilton, Inverness

14 September.

Jackdaw Cdoeus monedula
Commonresident in east, but scattered in west and largely absent
from central mountain areas.

Winter/Spring: High counts for the period were ofabout 400 near Nethy Bridge
on 3 January, about 130 at Bayfield, Portree on 29 January, 281 at Coylumbridge
on 31 January, 150 athe Highland Wildlife Park, Kincraigon 1 February, 128
between Clachnaharryand South Kessock on 6 February and 100+ flying in to
roost in Cromdale on 1 April.

Breeding: Breeding was confirmed at 14 siteswith the first fledged young recorded at
Ruthven, Insh Marsheson 6 June. Thebreeding colony at Cleadale cliffs on Eigg was
successfujwith a fair number of juveniles seen.
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Summer/ Autumn/Winter: High counts were420 at Rogarton 10 July, 1000+ at
Aviemore on 2 September, 250 at Boat of Garten on 6 September and 170 at
Midtown, Loch Ewe on 17 October. A large flock at Portmahomack in late
November peaked at about 200 othe 23rd.

[Nordic Jackdaw] Cdoeus monedula monedula

In Sutherland, there were records of birds of this race at Achavandra Muir,
Dornoch on 16 January and at Brora on 9 March. Records on Skye were of two
birds at Harrapool on 23 Januaryand singles at Broadford on 6 February and at
Portree on 28 January and 19 October.

Rook Corvus frugilegus
Common resident in east but local in west and absent from most
upland areas.

Winter/Spring: The highest counts came from the easin February, with 150+
recorded at Kiltarlity on the 18th, about 490 at Boat of Garten the following day
and 550 at Whiteness onthe 27th. In the west the highest count was 141 at
Strathcarron on 2 February. A flock of up to 50 birds was recorded at Duirinish
Skye throughout the period. The most northwesterly record was at Loch Bervie
on 30 March.

Breeding: There were reports of 17 active rookeries. The rookery at Drummond,
Inverness had 111 occupied nests on 7 April, when the first calling young were heard. The
first fledged young of the year were recorded at this site oh5 April. A colony at Duirinish,
Skye had a peak count of 90 birds on 1 June.

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  There were several threefigure counts during this
period. A flock of 300 birds wasreported on the south-west side of Inverness on

27 July, 100 at Croachy on 28 July, 150 at Inverdruie on 31 July and 28 August, 200
to the north-east of Boat of Garten on 4 November and 115 on the other side of the
village two days later, about 250at Portmahomack on 13 November and 100+ at
Avielochan, Aviemore on 18 December.

Carrion Crow Corvus corone
Common resident in east; scarce in west.

Winter/Spring: High counts came fromFerry Road, Dingwal] where 50+ birds
were recorded on 28 JanuaryMerkinch LNR, with 60 on 4 February, 70 on 18
February and 90 on 2March and Insh Marshes RSPBvith 50 on 26 March.Away
from the south and eastthere were 15 records from Skyewith a maximum count
of four birds at Galtrigill on 9 March.Several records from the Forsinard area
included one of six birds on 19 April. In the northwest, there were records from
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Loch Bervie on 30 March, Stoer Head on 20 April, Clachtoll, with two birds @6
April, and four records from Handa in April and May. The most northerly record
came from Portskerra, Melvich on 16 May.

Breeding: Confirmed breeding records, all but one being of recently fledged birds, came
from 11 sites, the furthest north at Dunrobin Castle, Golspie on 7 July.

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  Regular ounts in excess of 30 birds at Merkinch LNR
peaked at 80 birds on 12 October. Elsewherg0 were reported at Beachen Wood,
Grantown-on-Spey on 2 July, 52 at Dochgarrogcinverness on 3 September, 55 by
the A96 near Balloch on 15 September and 50 at Alturlie on 9 October. Among an
increasing number of records away from the core area in the east wereports of
three birds at Portree on 26 June, three at Elgol on 15 September and three at
Borgie, near Bettyhill on 25 November.

Hooded Crow Corvus cornix
Common resident, especially in north and west.

Winter/Spring: There were 17 recordsof more than 20 birdsfrom eight sites,
with maxima of 45 at the Inverlochy area of Fort William on 23 January, 42 at Loch
Gairloch seven days later and 64 in the Heathmount area south of Tain on 28
February.

Breeding: Breeding was confirmed atl2 sites, mostly in the west and north, but included
a record of newlyfledged young near Tain on 3 July. A productive breeding season was
reported on Eigg.

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  There were 13records of more than 20 birdsfrom
the Inverlochy area of Fort William with maxima of 46 on 16 October and 51 on
19 December Amongst sixother records of more than 20birds were 25at Alturlie
on 2 July and 130 in a roost on Canran 29 July.

[Hybrid Crow] Corvus corone Corvus cornix

Most of a group of 53 crows at MerkinchLNR on 9 January were described as
showing degrees of hybridisation. All other high countccame during the first
three months of the yearfrom the Courthill/Heathmount area to the south of Tain,
with maxima of42 on 10 February, 41 on 28 February and 36 on 31 March. In the
west, there were records of single birds in the Inverlochy area of Fort William on

3 and 15 March, at Shieldaig on 8 July, two at Inverasdale, Loch Ewe on 23 July and
one at Glen Nevis on 27 November. Three were reported on the nortioast at
Strathy Point on 21 July.
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Raven Corvus corax
Uncommon breeder in most areas.

Winter /Spring: Among the338 sightings between 1 January and 31 Marahkere seven
significant flocks of 10-20 birds, five in Invernessshire and one each on Skye and in
Badenoch & Strathspey. The two largest contained 20 birds, at Beinn Sgurrach in the
eastern Monadhliaths on 3 February and in Strath Dearn on 9 February.

Breeding : The 26 territories checked by HRS®@vas an increaseof onefrom 2022.

Raven breeding success in Highland 2023:

Sites  Pairs Pairs Esggsing ONL;mb?/rm?; ;{ ; g

District checked monitored laying v 0™ fledged or failed
Sutherland 2 2 0 0 0 2
Rossshire 4 1 1 0 0 4
Eastinverness 8 8 7 6 13 2
Badenoch 7 7 7 7 23 1
Lochaber 5 5 5 5 11 1
TOTALS 26 23 20 18 47 10

Summer/ Autumn/Winter. Of the573 sightings during July tahe end of the year

16 involved flocks of morethan 10. Six were in Badenoch and six in Inverness
shire, with the highest count in each case being 28, at Garvamore on 15 September
and in Strath Dearn on 15 November. Two of the flocks were in Lochahdahe
largest involving 31 birds near Fort William on 18 September, one in Easter Ross
of 25 at Heights of Dochcarty on 18 October and one in Sutherland of 15 at
Badanloch on 11 NovemberHowever, the most significant sighting was a roost
recorded on 26 November at a site in Invernesshire which was estimated in
exaess of 500.

Waxwing Bombycilla garrulus
Irruptive winter visitor in variable numbers

Winter/Spring: Most of the records during this period came from either the
Inverness area, with a peak count of 42 birds at Smithton on 11 January, or
Srathspey, where the maximum count was of 18 at Aviemore on 12 January. The
final record of this period, also at Aviemore, was of onlgird on 24 April. The only
records away from these areas came from Fort Williapwhere two birds were
reported from 15 January to 4 February.

Autumn/Winter: The largest influx for several years started with one bird
recorded at Cove, Loch Ewe on 15 October. By the end of the matinds were
being recorded at many sites throughout the region, with peak counts of 55 at
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Ullapool on the Pth, 90 at Lochcarron on the same day and 86 at Fortrose the
following day. Early November saw the largest numbers, especially in Inverness
where 200 were reported on thelst, 300 on the5th and 400 on the7th. Elsewhere
50 birds were recorded at both Golspie and Gairloch on thgnd and 100 at
Rosemarkie on the3rd. Records continued from many sitesn December, but flock
sizes weresmaller, with the highest count 21 at Nethy Bridge on the last day of the
year. Possibly the most unusual record was of sevdairds on shoreline rocks by
the pier on Eigg on 28 October.

Waxwings, Inverness.© Al McNee

Coal Tit Periparus ater
Abundant resident.

Winter/Spring: Most of the46 records of 20 or more birds ameduring the first
three months, the majority from the pine woods of Strathspey or the area south of
Tain, where the peak count was 88 on 13 FebruarnAway from these areas28
were recorded at Craig Phadrig, Inverness on 4 February, 20 at Tulloch Station on
3 March and 3 April, 20+ in StrathDearn on 9 March, about 20 at Aigas on 14
March and 20 at Fassfern, Loch Eil on 8 April.

Breeding: Records of confirmed breeding came from 32 widely scattered sites, although
most were in Badenoch & Strathspey. The earliest record of newdifedged young was at
Tain on 2 June and the latest at Abernethy on 27 July. A seemingly good breeding season
was reported on Eigg.
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Summer/Autumn/Winter:  The 40 records of 20 or more birdsvere mainly from
sites in Badenoch & Strathspey, where the maximum counts were 60 at Loch
Garten on 11 November and 50 at Carrbridge eight days later. A count of #6
Glenmore Forest on 7 August included a flock of 32 birds. Elsewhe20 were
recorded at Monalh Mor, Easter Roson 3 June, 22n West Strathcarron woods,
Ardgay on the following day, 20 at Arnaboll, Loch Hope on 1 Octoh&0 at Beinn
Eighevisitor centre on 28 October and 25 at Carse of Ardsier on 31 December.

[Continental Coal Tit] Pariparus ate
Individuals were reported at Tarbat Ness and Coul Links on 29 Octohess part of
a widespread influx.

Crested Tit, Blackfold .© Al McNee

Crested Tit Lophophanes cristatus
Uncommon resident restricted to coniferous woodland mainly in
Badenoch & Strathspey; very rare in north and west.

Winter/Spring: All 11 counts of five or more birds for the period came from
Srathspey, with maxima of seven at Dell Wood, Nethy Bridge on 3 March and 10+
at the Reindeer Centre, Glenmore on 2 April. Records away from Strathspey
included two birds at Corrimony on 2 January, four near Tore on 17 January, two
at Craig Phadrig on 23 January, tw at Blackfold on 5 February, two at Silver
Bridge, Garve on 6 Februarytwo in Strathconon on 26 February and two in Strath
Rory, north of Alness five days later.
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Breeding: There were eight confirmed breeding recordsA nest box near Drumguish had
six eggs on 5 Mawnd five young were being fedlLO days later. Newlyfledged young were

recorded at Abernethy, Loch Garten and Uath LocharSlen Feshieon 2, 15 and 27 June
respectively. The only record away fronmBadenoch &Strathspey wasof an adult feeding

fledged young at Breakachy Forest, Aigas on 10 July.

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  The highest counts during this period wereof 10
birds at Abernethy on 22 June and 4ugust and nine at Coylumbridge on 25
August. Records away from Strathspey includethose ofone bird at Torrachilty
Forest, three at Glen Aldie Burn, Tain and two at Blackfold on 4, 7 and 14 August
respectively. Two birds were recorded at Contin Forest on 5 October and three in
Glenmoriston on 12 December.

Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus
Common resident in most areas.

Winter/Spring: There were 17 doublefigure counts on BirdTrack and eBird,
with maxima of 40+ birds at Milton, Drumnadrochit on 12 February and21 at
Nethy Bridge on 2 April.

Breeding: Breeding was confirmed at 55 sites, the earliest record being of an occupied
nest at Drummond, Inverness on 13 April. The first newhfledged young were reported
near Tain on 28 May. The breeding season on Eigg was described as fairly successful.

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  There were 27 double-figure counts during the
period, with maxima of 32 birds, in two flocks, at Kentra Bay on 22 July, 25+ at
Loch Garten on 11 September and 30+ in SttaDearn on 7 November.

Great Tit Parus major
Abundant resident in most areas.

Winter/Spring: There were 57 doublefigure counts on BirdTrack andeBird,
many from the woodlands southwest of Tain, where maxima were 59 on 13
February and 38 five days laterOn 17 February 30+ were recorded at Milton,
Drumnadrochit .

Breeding: Confirmed breeding records came from 48 widely scattered locations. The
earliest was of an occupied nest on 21 April near Tain, where the first newfledged
young were recorded on 1 June. There was a seemingly successful breeding season on

Eigg.
Summer/Autumn/Winter:  There were 24 double-figure counts on BirdTrack

and eBird, with maxima of 20 at Loch Garten on 2 and 11 Septembend 20 at
Craig, Strathcarron on 14 Deamber.
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Skylark Alauda arvensis
Common breeder; absentinland areas in winter.

Winter/Spring: The largestflocks were recorded during the first three months
with maximum counts of about 300 at Tarbat Ness on 20 January, 210 at Dornoch
Point on 8 March and about 40@t Brora river-mouth four dayslater.

Breeding: The earliest singing bird was reported at Upper Knockbain on the Black Isle on
20 January. Despite singing birds being recorded at well over 100 sites throughout the
region from early March onwards there were only eight confirmed breeding records

Numbers of singi ng Skylarks at Insh Marshes 2014-23:

Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 202023
No. 6 12 21 11 18 18 * 18 134
* count not done due to Coviel9 restrictions

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  As the number of records fell through the atumn
months, a few largeflocks were recorded: a Hilton of Cadboll about 200 on 23
September and about 250 on 3 Decembgait Tarbat Nessmaximum countsof 200
on 29 October and205 the following day.

Skylark, Tarbat Ness.© Al McNee

Short-toed Lark Cdandrella brachydactyla
Vagrant.

Summer: A singing male was recorded at 1180 metresbmve sealevel on the
slopes of Braeriach on 12 June.
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Sand Martin Riparia riparia
Locally common summer visitor & breeder.

Spring: As in 2022, the first birds were recorded at Loch Insh, on 18 March, and
numbers there rosesteadily from 22 on 22 March to over 600 on 12 April. Other
sites in 15 BirdTrack records in March were Loch Ashie and Acharacle tire 24th,
Arisaig onthe 25th, Loch Migdale orthe 26th and Craigleadh, Portree othe 31st.
By 8 April, two birds were at Balnakeil and, further along the north coast, six at
Borgie Breco on 10 April. Two werenoted on Handa on 29 May. High counts in
almost 450 records in April and May were 180 on the River Shiel at Moss 40
April and 100 at Loch Ashie on 15 April.

Breeding: Breeding was confirmed at 3 sites, including Strath Cuileannach, west of
Croich, with over 100 AON on 21 June, and Rosemarkie, where at least seven nests were
noted in the sea wall by Crofters Bistro on 28 Junét Knockchoilum, Whitebridge 35
nests were destroyed in a bank collapse during a flash flood on 12 JuA¢.Laig on Eigg
two pairs again bred successfully.

Summer/Autumn: The largest postbreeding flocks recorded werel34 birds at
Loch Ruthven on 27 June, 100 at Avielochan on 1 July and 90+ at Torbreck, Loch
Insh on 26 August. The number of BirdTrack reports fell from 136 in July to 83 in
August and nine in September, including a count of 50 at Dochgarroch on the 3rd.
The last reports were of two birds at Grantowron Spey on 23 September and one
at Dell of Killiehuntly on 11 October.

Swallow Hirundo rustica
Commonsummer visitor & breeder.

Spring: Two exceptionally early birds were spotted on the NW coast at Balnakeil
village on 19 March. Subsequent sightings started on 30 March, a week earlier than
in 2022, with a bird at Kinlochbervie, quickly followed by singles at Aviemore,
Avielochan and Rum on 1 April and at Loch Insh, Loch Garten and Broadford, Skye
on 5 April. On BirdTrack, 194 records in April were followed by 563 in May, the
overwhelming majority in single figures. Top counts were 40 at Alturlie on 29
April, 80 at Ness Islands on 1 May and 50at Brora on 20 May.

Breeding: A similar breeding population to recent years on Eigguccessfully raised many
young, with most pairs doublebrooded. One nest at Cleadale still contained young on 12
September. Elsewhere, breeding was proven at 44 sites, including on Handa, with the first
nest with eggs seen on Rum on 20 May and the lagtdged young at Balnakeil village on
19 September.

Summer/Autumn: The largest postbreeding flocks all involved around 100
birds, at Westerand Easter Dalziel on 19 July and 2 August, aradong the River
Spean at Spean Bridge/Gairlochy on 10 Septembésroups of 70 @ more were
noted as late as 22 September at Nigg Bay and on 26 September at Insh Marshes.
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From 369 in August, the number of BirdTrack records decreased through autumn
to 250 in September46 in Octoberand five in November, all of singles at Dell of
Killiehuntly on the 1st, Lower Milovaig,ye on the 5th, Arisaig on the 15th and
17th, and Isleornsay, Skye on the Ixst.

House Martin Delichon urbicum
Locally common but declining summer visitor & breeder in east,
uncommon in north and west.

Spring: An exceptionally early bird was reported at Loch Ashien 29 March, six
days before four birds were noted at HighlandVildlife Park, Kincraig. The next 10
records were all from the east of the region, including one of 20 birds at Boat of
Garten on 10 Apriland the furthest north, at Struie Hill viewpoint on 18 April. On
19 April, two birds in NW Sutherland was the first west coast record.The top
counts were 40 at Alturlieon 29 April, 27 at Balchraggan by Loch Ness on 23 May
and 24 at Kinloch Hourn on 29 May.

Breeding: A pair managed to breed on Eigdor the second year running. They were
displaced from their first-choice house by House Sparrows, but relocated to Cleadale
where they raised three young. Breeding was confirmedetween 28 May and 21
September at 38 sites elsewhere, including the ski resorts at Nevis Range and Cairn Gorm,
and on low cliffs and lighthouse at Tarbat Ness.

Summer/Autumn: Early large latesummer gatherings involved 100 birds at
Wester/Easter Dalziel on 19 Julyand 60 at Torbreck, Rogarthree days later, the
latter number noted asfar lower than in previous years.Drumguish in Badenoch
proved as popular as in 2022, with 130 counted on overhead wires on 17 August
and, in September, 80 on the 1st, 90 on the 8th and 70 on the 12th and 13th. In
Strathspey, Tulloch saw 80 birds on 18 and 27 August, while 150 &September
at Nethy Bridge was the largest count of the year, but only half the 2022 maximum.
The only notable count in the west was 60 at Laggan Locks or&@ptember. The
number of BirdTrack records fell from 230 in July to 185 in August, 135 in
September and just si¥rom four sites in October, the latest beingf two birds at
Auchgourish in Strathspeyon the 21st.

Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus
Common resident in east, but uncommon in some parts of north
and west.

Winter/Spring: From January to midMarch, there were 26 doublefigure counts,
twice as many as in 2022 and the same as in 2021. Most were in Badendch
Strathspey(11) or Easter Ross (10), while three were from the islands of Rum (2)
and SkyeOnly three counts were greater than 20, the highest 23 at Courthill, Tain
on 25 January.The most birds seen in 11 Sutherland records was eight at
Achininver on 13 February.

149



.

=

Breeding: At leastthree pairs bred on Eiggand at least one pair successfully raised young.
Elsewhere, breeding was proven at 26 sites across the region, twice the number for 2022,
with fledged young noted between 13 May, at Contin, and 8 July, at Cromdale.

Autumn/Winter: The number of doublefigure counts on BirdTrack (47) was
very similar to the 2022 total, rising from 13 in 112 records in September to peak
at 21/144 in October, before falling to 9/108 in November and 4/76 in December.
As in2022, eight counts were greater than 20, the highe§tO+ during a 4hr walk

in Anagach Woods on 9 September and 34 at Chanonry Point on 3 October. In
Sutherland, 47 birds were ringed at Melvich during autumn anthere were counts

of 11-16 at three other sites in October.

Wood Warbler Phylloscopusibilatrix
Declining local summer visitor & breeder; scarce migrant.

Spring: An increase ofll records from 2022 on BirdTrack brought the spring
total to 60, just over the 2021 total.Three of the fourearliest singles, on 24 April
at Pooleweand on 29 April at Rahoy Hills NR and at Aigas, wewneest of the Great
Glen. The fourth was in Killiechonate Woodlands, Spean Bridge on 29 April.
Records fromwest of the Great Glerpredominated by at least 2:1and more than
half those from the east were from Craigellachie/Aviemore. In Sutherland, one
bird was found at Kirkaig Falls on 29 May and two at Drumbeg on 31 May.

Breeding: As in 2022, singing was the only evidence of possible breeding, but noted in a
substantial proportion of records. Three males were singing in the Steall falls area in Glen
Nevis on 29 May and two in the Coire Loch area in Glen Affric on 30 May.

Summer/Autumn: Records were really scarce in this periogwith only 22 in June
on BirdTrack, two in July and three in August. These included a pesteeding
count of over 10 at Glenmore, Aviemore on 21 August. A late bird was reported at
Culloden House orl6 September.

Yellow -browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus
Scarcemigrant.

Autumn: The decline in records in the 2020seached a new low of four, probably

of just two birds. The first was reported at the Sligachan Hotel on Skye on 19
September and the second at Melvich on the north coast on 7 October.

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus
Abundant summer visitor & breeder; common migrant.

Spring: The first bird was in songat Loch Garten on 2 April soon followed by
records from Morvern, Lochaline and Broadford on 5 April, the River Shiel on 6
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April and as far north as Oykel Bridge on 7 April and Melness on 11 April. A
BirdTrack total of 1459 records from throughout the region, in April and May
represents a significant increase (17%) on that of 2022Double-figure counts of
singing birds, in the minority of records in which a figure wasgyiven,were usually

in the 10-20 range (86%). The top count was 46 on a 2.5hr walk on Cow Hill, Fort
William on 6 May, although25-27 birds in song countedin 1.5-1.7hr at Slattadale,
Loch Maree on 29 April, at Coire Sgamh, NE of Loch Pityoulish 30 April or in
forestry near Portree on 1 and 13 May were of a simildrequency.

Breeding: Breeding was confirmedat 34 sites throughout the region, witha nest with
young first noted at Tain Moor on24 Mayand the last pair with juveniles at Kentra Bay

on 18 August. Breeding was again very common and successful on Eigg, with many young
seen.

Summer/Autumn: Fewer birds were caught and ringed atCarse of Ardersier
than in 2022 (203 vs 554), 97 in five visits from 1931 July, 105 in 11 visits in
August and one on 8 September. The only two doubfegure counts elsewhere in
the same period were 20 near Loch Vaa on 24 July and 40+ near Insh on 1 August.
The number of BirdTrack records fd from 583 in June to211 in July, 143 in August
and 27 in September. Late singles were seen in Strath Dearn on 9 October and at
Tarbat Ness on 29 October.

Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita
Common local summer visitor & breeder, mainly in east but
Increasing in west; uncommon migrant but occasionally winters.

Winter/Spring:  Only one wintering bird was recorded, at Avoch on 2 January.
Single birds were seen or heard singing at Glebe Ponds, Kingussie on 18 March, at
Loch Ruthven on 22 March, at Tain Moor on 23 March, at Tain on 24 March, at
Heights of Dochcarty and Grantowron-Spey on 25 March, before multiple daily
records commenced tke next day, including the first on the west coast at
Balmacaraln all, 34 BirdTrack records were received from 2631 March, followed

by 269 in April and 228 in May.Over 80% of records were from the east of the
region, from Badenoch to Dornoch, while 15% were from the west, including Skye,
Rum and Canna, and 4% from Sutherland as far north as Bettyhill and Tongue.

Breeding: Breeding was confirmed at only four sitesthe earliest on 22 May, when a bird
was carrying food at Loch Ashie, and the latest on 1 July, when fledged young were seen
at Ashton Farm, Inverness. There was no sign of any breeding on Eigg.

Autumn/Winter: Numbers of records on BirdTrackdecreased through summer
to just 51 in August, but surged to 108 in September and 143 in Octob&lumbers
of birds ringed at Carse of Ardersiem this period were lower than in 2022: seven
in four visits from 19-31 July, 20 in eight visits in August and nine in three visits in
September. However, 10 migrants were recorded at Tarbat Ness dour visits
from 20-30 October. Later singles in November were seen &telmsdale on the
2nd, Laide on the 11th, Nairnside on the 12th, Kilmuir, Skye on the 17th and, on
Eigg, at Kildonan on the 1724th and Cleadale on the 19th.
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[Siberian Chiffchaff] Phylloscopus collybita tristis

Winter : One, first recorded at Hilton of Cadboll 0% January, was seen on several
dates up to 16 March It was photographed and soundecorded.

Autumn : A silent bird, photographedat Ardmair campsite on 31 Octoberwas
accepted ashowing characters oftristis.

Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus
Locally common summer visitor & breeder; uncommon migrant.

Spring: The number of BirdTrack records (193) in this period was an
improvement on 2022 and almost a return to the2021 level. An early single at
Loch Ruthven on 17 April was 1213 days ahead of records from Eigg on 29 April
and Coire Sgamh near Loch an Eilein (three birds), Loch Flemington, Hilton of

Cadboll and Lairg on 30 April.Birds were soon widespread and numerous, at
Eriboll by 4 May, six singing at Breakish, Skye on 6 May, on Muck on 8 May, 10 in
song along Loch Gairloch on 9 May, on Handa and at Bettyhill b& May and on
Canna by 25 May.

Breeding: On Eigg 12 males were in song at Laig lane on 17 Maafter which several
families of juveniles were notedElsewhere, breeding was proven at only four sites, three
of them near Tain, with the first occupied nest seen at Tain Moor on 25 May and the last
nest with young at Craighill on 18 July.

Number of male Sedge Warblers singing/displaying at Insh Marshes 201 47202 3:

Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022023
Singing males 87 112 74 99 83 87 *£ 786 85¢£
*not counted due to Covid19 restrictions

£pairs

Summer/Autumn: BirdTrack record numbers in summer were verysimilar to
those of 2022, falling from 86 in June to 10 in August. In autumn, single birds were
recorded at Achavandra Muir, Dornoch on 2 and 14 September, at Balnakeil on 10
September, and a very late one at Portuairk, Ardnamurcham 30 October.

Icterine Warbler Hippolais icterina
Has bred; rare migrant.

Summer: A bird was singing at Melvich on 3 June and was subsequently reported
at Strathy from 13until 16 June.In recent years several birdswere found in 2009,
including a breeding pair, and subsequent records in 2013 and 2015 included
birds on the north coast.
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Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia
Uncommon but increasing summer visitor & breeder, especially in
west; scarce migrant.

Spring: Although there were only 72BirdTrack records in this period, that was
six more than in 2022 and the same as in 2021. The earliest reeling was heaml
16 April at Dalchak near Lairg and Drumbuie on Skye. This and other sites on
Skye provided 11 of the 20 April records.Five were from west mainlandlocations,
such as Gairloch, Achabeag, Mallaig and Kentra Moss, whbihy 28% of all spring
records were from the east mainland the earliestfrom Inshriach Nursery on 23
April and Loch Ashie on 1 May.

Breeding: As in 2022, there was only one record of confirmed breeding, of fledged young
at Scullamus, Skye on 8 June.

Number of singing/displaying male Grasshopper Warblers at Insh Marshes 201 4z
2023:

Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022023
Singing males 26 20 19 26 16 20 * 6 811

*not counted due to Covid19 restrictions

Summer/Autumn: The poor summer total ofBirdTrack records was similar to
that in 2022. Only 28 records in June and July were followed by three in August, of
singles at Arisaig and Tote, Skye on 4 August and three birds at Lochlonghead in
Lochalsh on 23 August.

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla
Common summer visitor & breeder; uncommon migrant and
scarce but increasing winter visitor.

Winter/Spring: This year, wintering birds were reported across the region, at
five locations in Easter Ross, three in Invernesshire, one in Lochalsh, two on Skye
and one in Lochaber. A garden in Fort William started with one bird from 4
January, through February untilLlO March, when there were two, and by 29 March
two males and a female were visiting. A hungry male at Galtrigill, Skye continued
to visit the same garden feeders from 11 February all through March until 2 April.
A pair at Allt Fearn, Lochaber on 31 March and a female at Hilton of Cadboll on 2
April may have been spring migrants but, from the first report of song at Tain Moor
on 6 April, records followed on a daily basis. A total of 430 on BirdTrack in April
and May wasonly 5% lower than in 2022.However, there were few Sutherland
records, the furthest NW at Melness on 15 May, and a maximum of seven singing
birds at one site was considered on Eigg to be a poor comparison to 16 at the same
site in 2022.

Breeding: Proving breedingwas a little more successful than in recent years, with fledged
young noted at eight sites between 3 June, at Aviemore, and 8 August, at Loch Shiel.
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Autumn/Winter: The number of BirdTrack records decreased rapidly during
summer from 238 in June to 26n August, but recovered to an average of 33 in the
autumn months.On the coast at Carse of Ardersier, fewer migrasmtvere caught
and ringed than in the last two years; eight in five visits between 19 and 31 July,
19 in nine visits in August two in two September visits and one on 12 October.
However, there was an increase in autumn sightings further north, where-2
birds were noted at Achavandra Muir, Dornoch on 1, 2, 14 and 19 September and
2-3 on 2, 6 and 8 OctoberSightings on six dates from 280 October at Tarbat
Ness yielded at total of 13 birds, the highest count four on the 29tAs in 2022, an
Aviemore gardenwas frequented by a probable wintering bird, a female seen on
14 days from 130 November and on 1 December. In Badenoch & Strathspey also,
a male was at a garden feeding station in Newtonmore on 23 and 30 November,
and 13 Decemberln Culloden,a bird was seen in a garden on 31 December. In
Easter Ross, an Evanton garden had a male &2 December and a female on 7
December. In Sutherland, two females were found in Golspie on 9 DecemUar.
Lochalsh, one bird was seen in Plockton on 6 and 11 December, ambther in
Kyle on 27 Decemberfurther south in Morar, a bird was present on 26, 30 and 31
December.

Garden Warbler Sylvia borin
Uncommon local summer visitor & breeder, mainly in east; scarce
migrant.

Spring: A total of 50 BirdTrack records in May and June was an improvement on
the last two years. The first bird was noted at South Kessock on 4 Maybird w as
in song atCow Hill, Fort William on 6 May, at Pityoulish, Strathspey on 102 May
and at Bettyhill on the north coast on 11 MayAs usual, at least 75% of sites were
west of the Great Glen, including four on Sky8ix, however, were in Badenoch &
Strathspey.

Breeding : Territorial singing heard in mid-May involved a pair and another male at
Aviemore and 24 singing males at Moy Island, near ContirHowever, the only record of
proven breeding was in Abernethy Forest, where a bird was noted carrying food on 29
June.

Summer/Autumn: Only three BirdTrack records in July were followedy one on

2 August of a single bird at Bindall Cottage, Portahomack. Much later, on 13
October one bird was recorded at Achavandra Muir, Dornoch.

Lesser Whitethroat Caruca corruca
Has bred; scarce migrant.

Summer: Singing birds were recorded atfour locations; the first two in
Strathspey, in heather and juniper scrub at the Duke of Gordon Monument, Torr
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Alvie on 3June and at Carrbridge on 13 June. The third was in Sutherland, rattling
in a hawthorn bush at Dalhalvaig, Strath Halladale on 14 Junand the fourth on
Skye at Torrin on 30 June

Autumn: Single birds were seerat two locations in NW Sutherland; at Balnakeil
on 23 September and at Sheigra on 30 September.

Whitethroat Caruca communis
Locally common summer visitor & breeder, mainly in east but
Increasing in north and west; uncommon migrant.

Spring: The earliest records were from the west coast, at Eigg on 1%pril,
Acharacle on 20 April, AchabeagVlorvern on 28 April and Arisaig on 2 May. The
first east coast record was ofwo birds at Old Shandwick on 3 Mayfollowed on 4
May by three singing at Merkinch NR, one each at Easter Dalziel and Carse of
Ardersier, plus another Lochaber record at Garbh Eileai total of 128 BirdTrack
records in spring was 26 fewer than in 2022 and, unusually, less than twibirds
were from the east of the regionThe furthest north of only five Sutherlandrecords
was from Scourie on 23 May.

Breeding: The Eiggbreeding population was lower than in the previous five years, but
had a productive season. Breeding elsewhere was, as usual, difficult to prove, with only
six records. Fledged young were reported between 10 June, at Tain Moor, and 14 July, at
Balintore.

Summer/Autumn: A total of 137 BirdTrack records as th& numbers slowly
declined over the summer months was markedljjower than in 2022 (191) or
2021.In Septembermost reports were from the Hilton of Cadbollarea, with one
bird on the 1st and 5th, and four on the 6th. Wo birds were seen at Howlin, Eigg
on 1 September, but the last one was recorded at Carse of Ardersier on 15
September.

Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla
Scarce migrant.

Autumn: Asingle bird wasreported at Fort Augustuson 5November.

Goldcrest Regulus regulus
Abundant resident in coniferous woodland ; common migrant .

Winter/ Spring: A 40% increaseon 2022 in winter BirdTrack records to 181
included six double-figure counts during woodland walks, the highest 20 in Boat
of Garten Wood on 8 FebruarySinging was not reported until 1 February, at
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Smithton, but became common thereafterA total of 573 records in spring
represents a 32% increase on 2022. Just four sites in Sutherland produced single
records in January or February Achfary, Tongue, Scourie and Borgie Breco, but
distribution in Sutherlandwas more widespread in April and Mayrecorded at 20
sites including Handa.

Breeding: Breeding was common inwoodland areas on Eiggand seemingly successful.
Elsewhere, breeding was confirmed at 11 sites, with fledged young reported between 25
May, at Naber, Strathspey, and 13 August, at Lochlonghead.

Autumn/ Winter: The ringing project at Carse of Ardersiestarted slowly, with
just three birds caught between 19 and 31 July, but migrant numbers peaked in
August at 23 on the 21st and again at 29 on 15 September. Later, 41 birds were
caught in three visits in October and 16 in three November visits, but onlyrgles

on 10 and 31 Decemberit took 29 visits to trap 203 birds, just short of the2022
total from 22 visits. It was not clear whether 100+ birds counted in a 3hr walk
around Kinloch village on Rumon 5 September was a local podireeding
accumulation or a migrant flock, but 10+ on the Balintore/Geanies coast on 22
October were probably migrants.

Wren, Lochinver. © David Haines

Wren Troglodytes troglodytes
Abundant resident.

Winter/Spring: A total of 2108 BirdTrack records was 15% more than in this
period in 2022, increasing from 436 in the two winter months to 1303 in April and
May. Song was first recorded on 11 January at Drummond, Inverness, but was not

156



<

commonly reported until late February. Low doublefigure counts were noted
from 13 February, at Courthill, Kildary, then six other sites in spring, but no higher
than 15, at Fassfern and Cow Hill in Lochaber on 8 April and 6 May respectively.
Distribution extended to remote mountain locations, such as Steall waterfall, Glen
Nevis on 5 January or the MOD range at Cape Wrath on 29 May.

Breeding: As ever, breeding was very common on Eigg, with many young raised.
Breeding was proven at 22 siteglsewhere, with fledged young reported from 19 April, at
Grantown-on-Spey, to 25 July at Loch Garten.

Autumn/Winter:  Monthly totals of BirdTrack records in the range 269306
during autumn were similar to those of 2022, but noticealy lower (165) in
December. Doublefigure counts occurred at only three sitesat Laggan Reservoir
(12) on 30 September, Kildonan, Eigg (12) on 17 October and Ardnamurchan (13)
on 19 October.

Nuthatch Sitta europaea
Scarcevisitor , recently less sg now breeding.

Nuthatch - Number of named localities by year 201 47202 3:
Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022023
Localities 1 9 4 8 8 9 18 21 26 15

Winter/Spring/Summer:  Birds were found at 18 different locations, six in
Lochaber, five in Invernessshire, five in Badenoch & Strathspey, one in Easter
Ross and furthest north at Scourie in NW Sutherland on 30 Apr#ingles at Duror

on 1 January, Loch Insh on 18 March, Loch Garten on 29 April and Anagach Woods,
Grantown-on-Spey on 30 Augus® September were at locations where birds had
been seen in the previous three years.

Breeding: Breeding was provenwhen four immature birds were noted atGlenmoriston

on 16 June It was alsoprobable at Loch an Eilein, where breeding has occurred in recent
years and an active pair was recorded on several occasions between 30 March and 4 May,
and possible at Invergarry, where birds have been recorded in recent years and three
were reported on 6 Septenber.

Autumn /Winter : Birds were found at fve more locations in Lochaberand one
each in Invernessshire, Badenoch & Strathspey and Wester Ross. Singles at Fersit
on 19 September and on feeders at Spean Bridge from 30 Septemi3e©ctober
were at locations where birds had beerpresent in recent years, while a pair at
Kinlochleven on 22 October vaswhere breeding had previously occurred.

157



.

=

Treecreeper Certhia familiaris
Commonresident in woodlands throughout the region

Winter/Spring : The number of BirdTrack records in this period (468) was 29% more
than in 2022. Only 129 were in the first two months, of whicil0 on 1-2 January were
perhapsdue toactive searchedy observersstarting year lists. As in 2022, over half of all
records were from Badenoch & Strathspey (58%); 4% were from Rum and Skye, plus one
from Canna; and only seven from SutherlandVost sightings were of one or two birds, but
six were counted inca. 2hr near Grantown-on-Speyon 1 April and in Craigellachie NNR
on 24 May, and five at Achacle on 26 May and in Glen Affric on 30 May.

Breeding: Of three or four breeding pairs on Eiggone at Kildonan bred successfullydnly
nine other sites had proven breeding, withbirds carrying food to a nest first reported at
Ness Islands on 25 April and at Inverhope, N. Sutherland on 2 May, while fledged young
were last reported on Rum on 7 July.

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  In contrast to 2022,the number of BirdTrack records
increased from a low of 63 in August to 106 in September, before declining slowly
to 57 in December.Very few sightings involved more than two birds (11), the
highest count, however, being five in NW Sutherland at Balnakeil on 30
September.

[Northern Treecreeper ] Certhia familiaris familiaris

Autumn: A bird was present at Tabat Ness on 2930 October, along with two of
the local subspecies. This is the first record of this subspecies since October 1988,
although it does not appear that that record, at the same site, was submitted to
any Records Committee.

Starling Sturnus vulgaris
Common breeder; common migrant and winter visitor, especially
In east, but declining.

Winter/Spring:  Significantly more BirdTrack records (23%) than in 2022
included 404 in JanuaryFebruary and 867 in MarchMay. However, there were
fewer triple -figure reports (12), half from east Invernessshire or Easter Ross and
three each from Badenoch & Strathspey and Sutherland@he largest flock of 450
birds was seen at Achnahannet, Strathspey on 26 February, while the Sutherland
counts were 180185 at Kyle of Durness during RAFOS winter surveys on3
February and 300+ at Melness on 17 February. The maximum count on Eigg was
74 at Kidonan on 17 Februay and the highest postMarch count was 100 at
Chanonry Point on 11 April.

Breeding: Breeding was confirmed at 57 different locationghroughout the region, with

the first nest with young recorded at Balgowan, Laggan on 12 May attik latest fledged
young at Tain on 2 AugustOneof the manypairs which successfully bred on Eigghared
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an entrance hole with a pair of House Sparrows at the MillThepair wasseen to killand
remove the sparrow chicksand deposit them on the lawn

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  This year there weremore BirdTrack records than in
2022, but fewer threefigure counts: 519 records in summer, but only two high
counts; 648 autumn records and 16 high counts. There were flocks of 500 birds at
Portmahomackon 16 July and at Shandwick on 7 August. In autumn, 10 of the
treble-figure counts were in Easter Ross or East Invernesshire and three each in
Badenoch andSutherland. In 2022, Tarbat Ness hadnine countsover 100 from
late August until early Decembey but only one in 2023, of 1000 on 6 September,
albeit the highest of the yearOn 15 September, 650 birds were recorded returning
to a roost at UHI, Inverness, while 380 were counted at Smithton on the 18th. In
Badenoch,300+ birds were at Dell of Killiehurtly on 4 September, 110 on 15
October and 140 on 21 October. In Sutherlan®50 birds were seen at Balnakeil
on 1 October, then 500 and 300 at Dornoch on 30 October and 14 November
respectively.

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos
Common breeder; common migrant but scarce in winter

Winter/Spring: There were 65 records for January this year, an increase of 30 on

1 AOO UAAOB8O O1T OA1 &1 O OEA 1i110E8 )1 &AAOOA
2022. In March the count of 343 was 10 more than in 2022 and the 487 in May

was very much the same as previgsly. Counts of more than 10 birds werall

recorded in the Courthill/Kildary area in Easter Ross12 on 18 February, 13on 2

March, 15 on 19 Marchand 16 on 2 April. From 11 February birds were reported

singing across the region.

Breeding: There were 69 records of proven breeding from across the recording area
including the islands representing a considerable increasen 2022. The earliest food
carrying was seenat Achabeag Morvern on 8 April and the latest atGaick Lodge, upper
Strath Dearnon 30 July. The last report of recently fledged young came froBalgowan,
Lagganon 20 August. On Eiggt was a fairly successful season and one juvenile was noted
on Handa

Autumn/Winter: As is to be expectedthe reporting rate declined during this
period, dropping from 184 records in total in September/Octoberto 124 in
November/December, being just one less than in 2022 in both cases. Reports were
spread across the Highland region and counts were all of low numbers of birds
with the highest count beingeight at Balnakeil, Durnesson 23 September. The
single exception was an influx of 32 birds @anna, Ardnamurcharon 1 December.
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Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus
Common and widespread resident.

Winter/Spring :Records inJanuary and February were fractionallfewer than in
the previous year, with 98 for each month,compared to 115 in 2022 As usual, the
majority throughout the whole period were from the east of the recording area
but with some sightings from the Isle of Rum. Records were all in single figures
apart from onecount of 13 at Lurg in Strathspey on 2&ebruary. By March the 171
records were comparable to the previous year. The sole count in double figures
came from NethyBridge, of 12 birds onthe 7th. The first records of singing birds
were from Culloden Mooron 5 February.

Breeding On 2 May birds were seen foodcarrying near Tain and in Strathspey at
Drumguish, where on 9 May a nest containing young was observed. Thereafié¢here
were a further 30 recordsof confirmed breeding, including just one from Morvern and
one from Skye, with the last one being from Achnahann&t Strathspey on 8 July Four
pairs were known to have raised young on Eigg and, as last year, there were no records
at any time from Handa.

Summer/Autumn/Winter :The recording rate fell, as usual, through the summer
and there were 41 records in Augustrising again in early autumn to 119 on
BirdTrack in October. Flocks also built up throughout this period with about 40
birds recorded at Balnacoilin Sutherland on 7 September. There were three
additional counts of over 30 andon Rum, there were 10+ birds recorded on 9
September. In October, o counts from the same area were significantly higher
than others, with 50+ birds near Tomatin onthe 2nd and over 200 in StrathDearn
on the 9th. Of the 115 records for November and Decembenone was of more
than five birds, representing a dropin size of flocksin this period compared tothe
previous year.

Redwing Turdus iliacus
Scarce and declining breeder; usually common migrant, but
sometimes scarce in winter.

Winter/Spring : There were 183 records of sightings in January anBebruary,
which compares very favourably with 127 in 2021 and 114 in 2022. Interestingly
around 70% were in January andover the two months, only 21 records were of
20 or more birds.However,there was a high count of 100 at Tain ofi January and
near Gollanfield Inverness, between %4-100 birds were counted onthe 12th and
22nd of the month.In the west of the recording area, there were count& January
of 64 at Killilan, Lochalsh onthe 4th and 60 at AchabeagMorvern on the 30th. In
March, larger counts were recorded of 450 at Dahgarroch, Invernesson the 2nd
and 110 near Dornoch orthe 16th. Numbers dropped off through April, with only
four counts in double figuresthe highest 20+ at Upper Dellifurein Strathspeyon
2 April. Eigg reported several sightings in February and Margtvith a count of 100
on 9 March. From March through to Maythere was a total of 131 reports from
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across the region The last migrant groups were 16 noted at Dalelid.ochaberand
20 in Dell Woods Strathspey, both on 7 April. Thereafter, all reports were of 13
birds, usually singing

Breeding : Birds were recorded singing from 6 April to 30 June. Records came from
Sutherland (sevensites), Badenoch & Strathspey(four sites, at one of which there were
12 observations between 7 April and 8 Ma)y Easter Rosgone site) and Inverness-shire
(one). Breeding was not confirmed this year

Autumn/Winter: There wereonly two records in September, both from Melness

in Sutherland. There were 324 recordsin October,156 in November and 82 in

Decemberi AEET ¢ A O1T OAl 1T &£ veuv OAAT OAO A1 O OEA
total. The highest counts were in Octoberan estimated 1700 at Sheigra

Sutherland onthe 7th; 2000 in Strath Dearn onthe 9th and a massive 3250 at

Balgowan, Lagganon the 10th, flying west up the strath during the course of an

ET 0060 1T AOGAOOAOCETI T8 4EAOA xAOA A MEOOOEAO «
during the month from across the region. On Eiggasterly winds brought in the

first autumn birds on 11 October the maximum count being 400 onthe 19th.

Passage continued therentil mid -November. Over the regionflock sizes dropped

during November and Decemberwith only three reports of over 100 birds, all in

Easter Ross150 at Eathie Mainson 8 November 120 at Tain on 24 Novembeand

200 at Loans of Fearn on 20 December.

Blackbird Turdus merula
Locally abundant resident; common migrant and winter visitor,

Winter/Spring : The 743 records on BirdTrack, from all over the recording area,
during January-February was similar to the 2021 total and an increase of almost
200 on the 2022 total.During January, 25ecords were in double figures and the
highest counts were of 32 birds at CourthilKildary in Easter Ross orthe 9th and
23 at ClachnaharrySouth Kessockon the 26th. In February, there were 11 counts
in double figures, with the highest 23 onthe 13th, againin the Courthill/Kildary
area.

Breeding : The first record of nestbuilding was at Galtrigill, Skye on 20 March andwo
pairs were food-collecting on 14 April at Heaste, also on Skye. Thereaftgoroven
breeding was recorded on BirdTrack at 52 locations throughout the region, some
presumably with multiple broods. The last record was from BalgowanLagganpf newly
fledged young on22 August. Eigg had another very productive seasgmwith one pair
raising two broods offour in a garden shed. On Handareeding was also successful.

Autumn/Winter : As might be expectedthe number of records on BirdTrack rose
from 189 in August to 403 in November. Recording dropped to 257 reports in
December, possibly due to a drift south. The earliest count in double figures was
of 23 birds at Fort Augustus on 5 SeptembeReports indicating an influxon the
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east coastvere 10 birds recorded at Carse ofArdersier on 120ctober, 48at Tarbat
Ness on 20 Octobeand 20 at Rogarton 21 October. In the west|nverpolly saw
28 birds on 21 Octoberand, on Eigg a distinct winter influx was noted during
October and November.

Fieldfare Turdus pilaris
Rare breeder; common migrant and winter visitor.

Winter/Spring : There were 282 records on Birdtrack forthe period, morethan
in the previous two years. In January counts in double figures were
overwhelmingly from the east, with 100 birds at Loans of FearrEaster Ross on
the 12th, 210 at Killen Black Isle onthe 15th and 100 at Dalzie] east ofinverness
on the 20th. In February, the recording rate dropped dramatically, for whatever
reason, to 38 reports. There were no counts of over 100 until 14 Margivhen 120
birds were observed at Culloden. There wer&00 at LochEye Easter Ross on 20

March and in Strathspey in April, 200 near Dell Lodge othe 7th and 120 at Nethy
Bridge on the 9th. The last reported bird was at High MillsTain on 29 April. In
May, one or two birds were noted in suitable breeding habitat atwo sites, one in
Sutherland andonein Easter Ross.

Summer/Breeding: Three birds, one of which appeared to be possibly in juvenile
plumage, were noted at a site in Badenoch on 30 June. Another one was seen at a different
site in Badenoch on 20 July.

Autumn/Winter : A total of 239 records on BirdTrack for the period compares to
303 in 2022. In September, up to six birds were seen in Strathspey around
Aviemore and at Insh Marshegwith the first being one early bird onthe 6th near
Aviemore. Birds began to arrive in numbersin October, with the first high count
at Glendaleon Skyepf 200 onthe 18th,followed by 250 at Hilton of Cadbol|Easter
Ross orthe 19th, 200 at Torrin, Skye orthe 20th and a large flock of 700+ at Milton
Loch, Strathspey onthe 26th. In November, records were also spread across the
Highland recording area butthe highest counts all in Easter Rosat Eahie Mains
500 onthe 8th, 350 at Loch Eye onthe 21st and 200 at Loans of Tullich orthe
28th. In December the only high count, of about 300 on the 13thwas recorded at
Loans of Fearn, also in Easter Rosshile all other records involved fewer than 55
birds. Eigg experienced easterly windswhich produced the largest passage in
recent years with 50 birds regularly recorded and a count of 100 at Kildonanon
19 October.
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Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus
Summer visitor, breeding mainly restricted to uplands in west and
Cairngorms; scarce migrant throughout region.

Spring: There were 106 records on BirdTrack abetter reporting rate than in the
previous two years. The first reported bird wasin the Monadhliathson Creag
Dhubh, north of Kingussieon 27 March.More recordsin the next two weeks
included three from Skye, starting with The Quiraing on 30 March, one from
Lochalshin Glen Elchaig on 7 Apriland from Sutherland, at Loch Borralanon 9
April. Reports followed from many mountainous sitesacross the reion, from the
Cairngorms towest of the Great Glen

Breeding: Nine reports of proven breedingcame:first from NE of Drumochteron 25 May;
then from Skye, the Monadhliathsthe Cairngormsand Creag Meagaidhlhe last report
was from Quinag on Skye on 13 August.

Summer/Autumn : There were 64 reports in June and JuJysometimesnear the
summits of hills in Lochaber, Skye anthe Cairngorms. A postbreeding flock of

13, mostly juveniles, was counted on Creag Meagaidh on 28 July and another of 11
on the north Strathfarrar mountains on 23 August.There were six reports for
August,four in September, four in October andtwo in November, of a juvenilein
Glen Kyllachy eastIinverness-shire on 2 Novemberand a sighting in Dunrobin
Glen, Golspie on 9 November

Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata
Common but declining summer visitor & breeder; scarce migrant.

Spring: In May, there were 58 recorded sightings andin June 95. The first bird
was at Knockchoilum, near Whitebridge on 30 April and thereafter scattered
reports were almost daily from 5 May, peaking at 11 records on 1 Jundkeports
were predominantly from the east of the recording areawith the first report from
the west coming from Portree on 5 May. The most northerly was from
Inchnadamphon 30 May. There were several reports from Skye anthree pairs
were recorded on Eigg.

Breeding: Food-carrying was observed at LochGarten, Strathspey on 6 June. A nest
containing young was reportedat Conon Bridgeon 17 June and the first fledged young
were recorded atBallinlagg, near Grantownron-Speythe next day; after which there were
a further 27 observations of fledgelings with the last being at Fodderty Lodge,
Strathpeffer on 27 August. An interesting record was of two adult pairs together feeding
sevenfledged young atHill of Fortrose on 11 August. On Eig@ne pair was known to have
raised young.

Summer/Autumn : The number ofBirdTrack reports in Augustalmost halved to
46 from 81 in July (and 95 in June)There were 10 records for September from
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separate locationsthe last one from Krkhill, Inverness onthe 16th. An extremely
late migrant was on Eigg aKildonan on24 October.

Robin Erithacus rubecula
Common resident; vacates uplands in winter; continental birds
arrive in autumn, many of which winter.

Winter/Spring : From JanuaryMay, there were 2618 records on Birdrrack (400
more than in 2022), with 60 in double figures. High counts were predominantly in
February, the highest beingaround the Courthill area, near Tainpf 37 on the 13th,
29 on the 26thand 28on the 28th.

Breeding : The first nestbuilding was noted on 11 April atinverlochy, Fort William and
There were 111 confirmed breeding reports between 20 April and 27 August, with a
further 33 reports of juveniles present. Breeding was also common and widespread on
Eigg and at leasbnefledgling was noted on Handa.

Autumn/Winter :/ 1T %ECC OEA E£EOOO OAOOOGIT O1ITCb
SeptemberOctober, there were 951 records on BirdTrack.Ten were in double

figures, with the highest count 30+ between Ganies Bothy and Hilton of Cadboll

Easter Ross on 22 Octobe®nly six countsin NovemberDecember were in double

figures, out of 695 records submitted.

Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca
Scarce summer visitor & breeder; scarce migrant.

Spring/Summer : There were only 28 reportson BirdTrack, compared to 56 in
2022 and 47 in 2021 Ofthese, 18 were from or very near to Craigellachie NNR,
Aviemore, the source of e first report on 8-10 May. Thereafter in May, there were

reports from Nethy Bridge on the 13th, Loch Insh on the 14th and Ord Ban,
Strathspeyon the 15th. Further reports in June July werefrom the Duke of Gordon
Monument above Glen Feshien 1 June, Lockinellan on 3 Julyand Boath near

Ardrosson 17 July.

Breeding : A pair was using a nest boi Craigellachiefrom 22 to 30 May and were seen
feeding young on 6 June.

Autumn: The lastthree reports of the year were in August fromTarbat Nessof

two birds on the 19th, and Droman Pier,Balchrick, Sutherland of oneon the 27th
and 28th.
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Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros
Scarce migrant and winter visitor.

Spring: Three single birds were reportedon 16 April at Grantown-on-Spey, on 23
April at Tongue and on 3 May at Cairfisorm upper carpark gardens, where a
singing male was reported last year.

Autumn: A female/juvenile bird was present at Hilton of Cadboll, Easter Ross on
2-3 November.

Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus
Locally common summer visitor & breeder; uncommon migrant.

Spring: About 10% fewer BirdTrack records (101) were received than in 2022,
the majority (70%) as usual from Badenoch & Strathspeyhe first of 23 records

in April was of a singing bird at Errogie, south of Inverness on the i, followed

on the 18th by reports from Dornoch and Loch GartenA record of three birds at
Arisaig on 4 May was thdirst of 11 from west of the Great Glen, althougmost

were from central locations such as Glens Affric and Strathfarramhe furthest

north was from Polglass, Ullapool on 9 May.

Breeding: The first of six records of confirmed breeding concerned a nest with young at
Heathmount, Tain on 3 June, while the last on 25 July was of fledged young at Dornoch.

Summer/Autumn: A steady fall in the number of records, from 48 in June to 15
in July to eight in August, ended with sightings at Rothiemurchus on 15 August and
in the Courthill area near Tain on 15 and 22 August.

Whinchat Saxicola rubetra
Summer visitor & breeder, becoming more uncommon; scarce
migrant.

Spring: There were 54 reports in April and May on Birdrack, just six more than

in 2022. The first records came from the west coast at Ullapool and Acharacle on
20 April. As last year, records were evenly divided between west and east of
Highland and, again, there were only two records from Sutherland, of fobirds at
Balnacoil on 13 May and a single in Strath Vagastie on 25 May. Records came from
six locations on Rye, three on Muck and one on Rum. Two singing males on the
croft land in May was the only ecord for the year from Eigg.
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Whinchat, Scullamus Moss, Skye.© Bob McMillan

Breeding: Breeding wasconfirmed at 13 sites (compared tosevenin 2022): five on Skye;
two in Lochaber; one in Sutherland; andfive in Badenoch& Strathspey, where eight
juveniles were recordedtogether with five adults at Drumguish on 22 July.

Summer/Autumn: A total of 80 records for JuneAugust compaed very
favourably with only 48 in summer 2022. Eight records n August includedsix
from Badenoch, of which five werdrom Drumguish, the sourceof the final record
on 1 September.

Stonechat Saxicola rubicola
Common breeder; increasingly resident inland in winter.

Winter/Spring: There were fewer records than in 2022with 82 across the area
and on Skye in January and February, rising to 169 in March and April. The vast
majority were from coastal or near coastal areasalthough there was an inland
report from Badenoch at Balsporran, Drumochter on 20 JanuaryThe highest
counts were offour birds at Dornoch onl and 18 Januaryand at Hilton of Cadbol)
near Tainon 5 February, until six were counted at Achnasheen on 26 April. On
Eigg birds were also scarce during the winter.

Breeding: Nestbuilding was observed at Dornoch on 2 April Breeding was first
confirmed at Sands Gairloch on 5 May and thereafter at 77 locations throughout
Highland. The last juvenileswere reported at Ashie Moor, Inverness on 5 SeptemberOn
Eigg at least eight breeding pairs were reported and many young seenOn Handa
juveniles were on Bothy Hill where in April adults had been recorded.
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Autumn/Winter: From 90 records in Septembefthe number dropped steadily to
25 in December reflecting the low number reported at the start of the yearThe
highestcountswere 14 at Loch Hope Woodlands on 1 October and 10 at Dornoch
Point on 2 December. Interestinglyfive birds were flycatchingon the shore lineat
Sanna Ardnamurchanon 4 November.

Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe
Locally abundant summer visitor & breeder, although uncommon
In east; common migrant.

Spring: The first birds were sighted at Laide on 17 Marcfthen at Gairlochand
Mellon Udrigle, also inWester Rossand at Sletill Strath Halladale inSutherland
on the 21st. Fromthe 22nd, when a bird was recorded at Fort William, a further
28 reports were submittedin March to BirdTrack, compared to 48 in the previous
year, with west coast sites predominaing, as in 2022.A further 226 records in
April and297 in May boosted the totalfor the period to considerablymore than in
the previous year. Doublefigure counts came only from Claigan on Skyef 24
birds on 4 May, and Faraid Head Durnessof 16 on 17 May. On Eigghe first bird
was recorded on 23 March

Breeding : There were reports of confirmed breeding mainly of newly fledged young,
from at leagt 35 sites, compared to 22 in 2022. The firstyoung were reported atKilmory,
Rum, and at Ullinish and Oronsayn 2 June and the last juvenile was reporte8W of Loch
Duntelchaig, Inverness on 20 August. On Eiggthe small breeding population, in
comparison to previous yearshad a reasonablyproductive season

Summer/Autumn : A double-figure count of 10 was accumulated between
Quiraing and Meall na Suiramach on Skye on 7 JuNeimbers of BirdTrack records
were higher than for the same period in 2022with 125 reports in June (78 in
2022), dropping steadily to 47 in September (37 in 2022) Of the 13 records in
October, the last four were at Brora between the 22nd and 30tidn Eiggthe last
local record was on30 August and a very late migrantwas at Laig Bay on26
October.

[Greenland Wheatear] Oenanthe oenanthe leucorhoa

Spring: Five reports in April were of single birds at Tarlat Ness on the 19th,
Portree and Dornoch on the 27th, and Achmelvich and Clachtoll, near Lochinver
on the 30th. In May, five records of 2 birds between the 5th and 8th came from
sites on Skye (two), in Wester Ross, and in west and east Sutherland, whilst three
birds were noted at Allanfearn, Inverness on 5 May and an exceptional eight at
Balnakeil on9 May.
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Autumn: In late July, all three sightings were on Skye, at Skulamus, Heaste and
Neist Point (three birds). In August, two more records from Skye were of five birds
at An Aird, Sound of Raasay on the 1st and six at Neist Point on the 20th, while in
the east therewere two at Alturlie on the 30th. The last four singles were seen at
Neist Point and Heaste in mieSeptember, and at Allanfearn and Neist Point on 1
and 9 October respectively.

Greenland Wheatear, Stoer Cemetery. © David Haines

Dipper Cinclus cinclus
Locally common resident.

Winter/Spring: Reported widely across the region there were 126 BirdTrack
records during JanuaryMarch (97 in 2022 and 158 in 2021). The largest counts
of this very territorial species were both from Inverness in Marchwith three at
Whin Park onthe 4th and four at Nesslslands onthe 15th. There was one early
year record on Eigg on 19 January.

Breeding: Courtship display wasfirst observed at Grantown-on-Speyon 21 February and
the first nest-building reported was in Inverness on 4 March. Breeding was confirmed at
14 sites and the first fledged young were on thEindhorn in Strath Dearnon 15 May.

Autumn/Winter : In 139 recordsin this period, from aout 85 sites, there were
three birds at two locations in Septemberand four at Lairg on 29 October and at
Loch Arienas Lochaber on 16 December. On Eiggingles were present fairly
regularly from October-December.
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Tree Sparrow Passer montanus
Locally common resident in Inner Moray Firth; rare elsewhere.

Winter/Spring: Birds were noted at 28 sites (15 in 2022 and 47 in 2021)The
highest couns on BirdTrack in the first three months were eight birds at Milton of
Culloden, Inverness on 24 Februaryat least five at Beechwood, Inverness on 5
March andfour at Strathpeffer and Kiltearn Easter Ross on 24 February and 3
March respectively, although higher numbers may in some records have been
reported as mere presence. Notablyin Nethy Bridge threebirds were at garden
feeders on 19 January, where they remained for several dayssin the previous
year, higher countswere noted in April, such as22 at Balloan Black Isle onthe
15th and, east of Invernessl4 at Dalzielon the 22nd and eight at Alturlie on the
28th.

Breeding: At Dalziel, nest-building was observed on 4 MayProven breeding was only
recorded onfour sites, with fledged young first reported a Fodderty Lodge Strathpeffer

on 22 May, thenMilton of Culloden, Balintore Harbour and Durnessbetween 27 May and

23 JuneAt Lonnie, there were 63 nesting attemptswith an average of 4.6 eggs per clutch
resulting in 3.7 hatched chicks per brood (egg hatching success 80.6%), and a mean
fledging success of 3.2 young per nesting attempt (hatching to fledging survival 86.2%).
A minimum of 200 young fledged from the 28&ggs laidrepresenting a very high success
rate in 2023. Although the nesting wood itself has been carefully protected during the
building of the second Castle Stuart Golf Course, the surrounding fields have not been
cropped this season and have been tleibject of major civil engineering work throughout
the breeding period. The high success rate of the colony this year suggests that the impact
of the building work has been negligibleand the adult birds must have been foraging
beyond the immediately surrounding fields. In spite of the intensity of the workaccess
was allowed outside working hours enabling this longrunning study to continue
uninterrupted.

Summer/Autumn/Winter : Birds were recorded on BirdTrack at six sites in
September, at14 sitesin October and a further four n November and December
All sightings werein the Moray coast areaapart from one of two birds at Portuairk
in Lochaber on 30 OctoberDouble-figure counts were 13 at Ballob, Inverness on
24 October,10 at Urrayin Easter Ross orthe 26th and the highest count was 14
at Milton of Culloden on 15 November.

House Sparrow Passer domesticus
Common resident but locally scarce in north.

Winter/Spring: JanuaryMarch saw13 entries on BirdTrack of 20 or more birds,
compared to eight in 2022 and 13 in 2021. HIf of them were in February, when
the highest count was 41 at KildaryEaster Ross orthe 13th. A leucistic bird was
at Elgol on Skye on 3 January
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Breeding: Nest-building was first recorded at LochlongheadLochalsh on 24 February
and at Galtrigillon Skye onthe 28th. The86 records of confirmed breeding on BirdTrack
the first on 24 April at Merkinch, Inverness will probably include a number of second
broods, as was noted on Eiggvhere it was a very successfuteason.

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  Maximum monthly counts in the summemwere: 20+
at Galtrigill on 25 June70 at Alturlie, Inverness on 25 July40 at Galtrigill on 9 and
23 August,and atCarse ofArdersier onthe 17th. On Eiggup to 60 were regularly
present in late summer.The highest count in September was 5@n the 25th at
Portmahomad, where there were 25 on 29 October. In November and December
the only counts of more than 20 were30 at Portmahomack on 10 November and
at Carse ofArdersier on 10 December.

Dunnock Prunella modularis
Common resident.

Winter/Spring: Widespread reports from numerous habitats, predominantlyof
1-2 birds, included monthly maxima ofeight at Gorrimony, nearCannichon 2

Januaryand, around the Courthill/Kildary area near Tain,14 on 18 February, 10
on 19 March and 11 on 2 April.

Breeding: The first singing bird was reported at Culloden on 14 January. The first
confirmed breeding came from SoutlKessock Inverness on 24 April when an adult was
recorded food-carrying. The first report of fledged young was from Tain Moor Farm on
19 May. h a seemingly successful breeding season on Ejgglults were seen feeding
newly fledged young on 4 August

Autumn/Winter : The most significant counts wereduring the ringing study at
Carse of Ardersier, with 15 on 11 November and 21 on 31 December. Elsewhere
15 birds were at Drumguishin Badenochon 12 November. On Handairds were
seen infrequentlywhilst, on Eigg an autumn influx was again suspected.

Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava
Uncommon passage migrant.

Spring: Three birds were recorded. An adult of ssglavissimawas on and near the
River Shiel at Acharacleon 10 April and was still present the following day.An
adult male of the same sutspecies was at Balnakeil on 6 May and a secend
calendaryear male of sspflava was at the same site on 19 May.

Autumn: On 10 September a firstvinter bird was found at Balnakeil.
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Citrine Wagtail Motacilla citreola
Vagrant.

Spring: One female was recorded aBalnakeil marsh,Durness on 1315 May.

Citrine Wagtail, Balnakeil © Peter Stronach

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea
Locally common breeder, scarce in winter.

Winter/Spring: Two birds were recorded at Milton of Culloden on 14danuary at
Achabeag, Morvern on 5 February and at Alturlien the 11th. Elsewhere, singles
were reported at 21 sites. In March and Aprjlreports became more widespread,
from around 34 sites, includinginland and repeatedly on theRiver Spey. On Eigg
birds were present from 13 April .

Breeding: A singing bird was noted in Inverness on 3 March. The first confirmed breeding
was at Contin Easter Ross on 13 May and the lagif a further 16 well scattered reports
was atAchabeag on 12 August. On Eiggf the four pairs recorded three were known to
have raised young.

Autumn/Winter : There were 59 BirdTrack records in September (58 in 2022)
dropping steeply to 24 in October (45 in 2022) 18 in November and 17 in
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December. On Eiggirds had generally left by late July. Throughout this period

records were predominantly of 1-2 birds, with two significant counts in Inverpolly
of 12 on 21 September and 16 next day.

Grey Wagtail, Culkein Drumbeg. © David Haines

Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba
Common breeder; uncommon or scarce in winter, especially inland.

Winter/Spring: In JanuaryFebruary, reports were mainly from around the
Moray Firth as far north as Brora and EmboNotable exceptionswere Skye,
Inverpolly and theFort William area,which accounted for 18 of the 79 records. On
Eigg birds were present from 26 February with the main arrival in mid-March.
On Handabirds were seen from March. High counts, presumably roosts, wel&
at Dalziel, eastinverness on 4 January20at Nigg and10 at Fort William, both on
21 February. In Marcharrival accelerated with 189 reports from across Highland
many inland. The onlyspring counts in double figures came from Loch Flegtvith
12 on 8 April,and Fort William to Caol,with 11 on 23 April.

Breeding: At Gaickin Badenochtwo birdswere seen exhibiting territorial behaviour on
31 March and nestbuilding was recorded at Tarkat Ness on 19 April. The first fledged
young were seen in Sutherland aRogarton 30 May. Breeding was proveion at least 37

172



.

=

well-scattered sites. On Eiggbreeding numbers seemed distinctly low and the first
fledged young was seen on 16 June.

Autumn/Winter :In summer,notable post-breeding counts came from Dingwall
of 42 birds on 28 Julyand 23 still there on 26 Augustand Balgowanin Badenoch,
with 30 on 20 August. In Septemberthe highest counts were 27 during a WEB
count near Fort Wiliam onthe 15th, 25 at Inverpolly on the 22nd and 38 at Loch
Flemington onthe 24th; in October,30 were seen at Achavandra MuirDornoch
on the 8th. November and Decemberecords were mainly of 1-2 birds, virtually
all on or near the coastOn Eiggthe last record was on 17 Octobeand, on Handa
the end of June.

[White Wagtail] Motacilla alba alba

Spring: The first bird was at Loch Ruthven on 7 Apriand 25 further records in
April and 17 in Maybrought the number of siteswhere birds were recorded to 24
The majority of sightings were at coastal sites, with gak counts from Dornoch
between 10and 27 April, the greatest being 19 orthe 17th. On Eiggthere were
small numbers, mostly single birds, betweerd8 April and 15 May. An intriguing
photograph of a male carrying food onb June strongly suggests mixed breeding
with ssp.yarrellii .

Autumn: After an early record of three birds at Shieldaig in Wester Ross on 14
August, there followed éght reports in Septemberand Octoberof 1-2 birds at
three sites in the west and three in the east,he lastat the UHI Inverness campus
on 20 October.

2 E A E ARip#A Bnthus richardi
Vagrant.

Autumn: One bird was seen and sound recorded at Kilmory, Isle of Rum on 4
November.

Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis
Abundant breeder; uncommon in winter, when absent from most
areas.

Winter/Spring : During the first two months the only doublefigure BirdTrack
records were 19 at Achabeag, Morvern on 13 January and 20 over an extensive
coastline at Clahnessie, NW Sutherland on 30 January. Smaller numbers were
found exclusively at or near the coast, apart from a single at Loch Laoigh, SW of
Loch Fleet on 10 February. The peak flock next month was of 20 birds at
Bunacaimb, Arisaig on 23 March, following mnass arrival, including to inland sites,
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from 19 March. There were 75 BirdTrack counts of over nine birds in April,
notably 200 at Ardechive, Loch Arkaign 29 April and 300 at Meikle Ferry Spit on
20 April. Passage continued into early May, with coastal flocks peaking at 120 at
Scourie on 3 May.

Breeding: The first songs were heard on 20 March at Kinloch Glen on Rum and Kentra
Bay. Although nestbuilding was not noted until 7 May, at Muckerach, Abernethy, agitated
birds were reported from 2 April at Auchnagallin, Grantowron-Spey. The first proven
breeding was when an occupied nest was seen at Grantowom-Spey on 16 May. A good
season was noted on Eigg.

Summer/Autumn/Winter : Counts of 45 at Sgurr nan Ceannaichean, near
Achnashellach on 5 June, 50 at Creag Meagaidh NNR on 2 July and 50 at Drumguish
on 17 July may refer to extensive areas rather than discrete flocks. Passage was
certainly under way in August with a flock of 100 birds noted at Handa Island on

the 8th. September peaks of 50 birds were noted at Drumguish on the 3rd, at
Gairlochy on the 8th and at Loch Eye on the 12th. Subsequent maxima were only
23 at Ardnamurchan on 19 October and 15 at Lockye on 21 November. The
scarcity of winter records in Highland is evidenced by there being only 10
BirdTrack records in December, the peak count five at Fersit South on the 2nd.

Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis
Locally common summer visitor and breeder, but scarce In
autumn.

Spring: There were 394 BirdTrack records for the year (326 in 2022), but the
species is still greatly undefrecorded. The first record, of presence at
Rothiemurchus on 9 April, is about an average arrival date. One or two birds were
noted at another 19 scattered ges until four were noted at Kylerhea on 19 April.
Peak counts were eight at Fersit on 17 May and 10 at Abernethy Forest on 20 May.

Breeding : Breeding was proven at nine sites and probable breeding at additional 109
(only six and 75 sites respectively in 2022). The first fledged young were noted at
Aviemore on the late date of 16 June.

Autumn : There were 24 July BirdTrack records, of up to four birds, and 11
records, maximum three birds, in August. The last presence was noted at
Aviemore on 27 August. Single, coastal migrants were reported at Evanton on 26
July, Carse of Ardersier on 7 Augusind at nearby Whiteness Bay on 10 August.
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Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta
Vagrant. Rare winter visitor .

Winter: One bird overwintered at Dornoch with two birds noted there between
2 and 20 Januaryand one was last seen there on 3 February.

Autumn /W inter: One was again noted at Dornoch on 28 November and was last
seen on 5 December.

Rock Pipit Anthus petrosus
Locally common breeder; common winter visitor to wide range of
coastal sites.

Winter/Spring: The only doublefigure counts were of 14 at Strathy Point on 18
January, 12 at Ashaig on 25 January, 18 at Tocabhaig, Sleat on 22 Februarylénd
at Brora river-mouth on 9 March. As usual, all records were from, or very near, the
coast.

Breeding : The first song was not reported until 8 April at Sanna, Ardnamurchara very

late date, although display was noted at Linnhe and Lochy mouth on 7 February. Breeding

was proven at eight sites, with an occupied nest first noted at Bunree Bay, Loch Linnhe on

¢p ! DOEI 8 WECC EAA A OPOAOOU OOAAAOOAEOI OAAOTI

Autumn/ Winter: Peak counts at Dornoch were 27 on 26 November and 21 on 30
December. Maximum counts elsewhere were 3@t Ardmore, Dunvegan on 20
August, 40at Loch Eriboll on 17 September, 12t Inver on 24 Octoberand 25 in a
field at Duntuilm, Skyeon 10 November. Counts of0 birds were also made during
this period at Alturlie, Am Dubh (Waternish), Broadford, Canna, Duirinish, Eigg,
Faraid Head, Fort William, Handa Island and Kentra Bay.

[Scandinavian Rock Pipit] Anthus petrosus litoralis

A dngles was identified at Dornoch on 7 March andhree were at Brora river -
mouth up to 25 March, although others almost certainly occurred during winter,
when they cannot safely be separated from the nominate subspecies.

Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs
Abundant resident; common in winter, especially in east.

Winter/Spring : There were larger numbers than in 2022. A flock of 100 lingered
in an Aviemore garden from 2022 until 14 Marchbefore diminishing. Elsewhere,
200 were at Carr Road on 21 January, 150 at Nethy Bridge on-10 January, 100
in Strath Dearn on 25 February, 84 at Lochlonghead on 1 April and there were
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widespread smaller flocks. One at 640m at Cairn Gorm car padha 10-26 April
was probably attracted to seed put down to attract Snow Buntings.

Breeding: First song was reported on 22 January at Milton of Cullodeand early nest
building was noted at Acharacle on 19 March. A distraction display near Ben Aslak,
Kylerhea on 15 May was the first proven breeding, but fledged young were not seen until
the late date of 10 June at Loch an Eilein and on Eigg, where the seasvas Qrery
OOAAARAOOAEDI 68

Autumn/Winter: A flock of100 was seen at Dell of Killiehuntlyon 19 August, but

the September peak count was only 60 at Loch Garten on the 11th. The autumn
maximum was 500 at Redcastle on 30 October, but most large counts were in
Badenoch & Strathspey, with 300 at Loch Insh on 6 October, 150 at Loch Mallachie
on 7 Cctober, 70 at Dell of Killiehuntly on 1 November, 300 at Grantownn-Spey

on 6 December and 120 at Coulnakyle 13 December. Elsewhere, 100 were at
Traigh Beach on 25 September, 70 at Achabeag on 17 November, 100 at Clash
Wood, Muir of Ord on 19 December an@l00 at Carse of Ardersier on 31 December.
4EA 1 OEAI T OA CAOAAT OEIT OOPT 606 DPAAEAANR

Brambling Fringilla montifringilla
Rare breeder; uncommon migrant and winter visitor, but
occasionally locally common.

Winter/ Spring: The scarcity of this species in late 2022 continued with only 66
BirdTrack records from about 19 sitescompared to 306 and 65n winter/spring
2022. The largest flocks were 50 at Daviot on 29 January and 15 at Milton
Drumnadrochit on 17 February. Elsewherethere up to six birds at widely
scattered locations. Singles were noted at two sites in April and at four locations
in May, the last at Nethy Bridge on 12 May.

Autumn/Winter: There was a larger influx than in the previous autumn, with 161
BirdTrack records from about 58 sites (only 34 and 17 in 2022). One was reported
on the exceptionally early date of 26 August at Beinn Eighe. The next was on the
expected date of 9 October abtrath Dearn, but there were only singles until 11
were at Inverpolly on 19 October. Notable counts elsewhere that month included
11 at Edderton on the 21st, 10 at Kilmuir, Skye on the 22nd and 12 at
Lochlonghead on the 25th. Easily the best flock was ofD%at Redcastle on 18
November in a flock of 1000 mixed finches. No other counts exceeding six birds
were made that month and two was the best count in December.
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Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes
Has bred; scarce visitor at any time of year.

Winter/Spring: Spring migrants (singles except where stated) were noted at nine
locations as follows: Loch Eriboll on 4 April, Portree on 147 April, Kyle of
Lochalsh on 18 April, Raffin, Stoer on 21 April, Melness on 22 April, Carbost on 25
April, Tongue on 26 April, o at Kildary on 30 April and one at Talmine on 10
May. It seems unlikely that spring migrants were confined to coastal locations as
these records suggest, but this species is famously unobtrusive.

Breeding: About six pairs have probably bred at aegular site since 2021.

Autumn/ Winter: Two were noted at Rogart on 21 Octobeduring Storm Babet
amidst an arrival of migrant thrushes and Bramblings. The only other record was
of presence at an Inverness site on 7 October and again on-28 October.

Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula
Locally common resident; recorded in all months of the year,
normally in single -figure numbers.

Winter/Spring:  Widespread during JanuaryApril, double-figure BirdTrack
counts were made at 12 locations (only four in 2022). Peaks were 24 at Insh
Marshes on 23 January, 24 at Portree Forestry South on 28 January, 20 at Spey
Dam West on 6 January, 18 at Corrimony on 2nlary, 18 at Badaguish, Loch
Morlich on 3 March and 14 in Strath Dearn on 9 March.

Breeding: Proven breeding was noted at 12 sites (nine in 2022), between 23 June, at
Anagach Woods, Grantowson-Spey and 6 September, at Drumguish.

Autumn/Winter:  Although 12 birds were noted at Glenmore on 5 June and 11 at
Glentruim Lodge on 21 July, the first doubldigure count in autumn was 24 at
Abriachan on 24 October. Later, 14 were at Milton Cottage, Inverdruie on 2
November, 11 at Acharacle on 15 Novembe2( at Coranstilbeg, Glen Feshie on 21
November, 12 at Craig Phadrig/Craig Dunain on 22 November, 10 at Inshriach on
26 November, 11 at Croich on 11 December, 25 at Rynettin, Abernethy on 13
December, 12 at Clash Wood, Muir of Ord on 19 Deteer, 12 at Grantownron-
Spey on 26 December, 10 at Insh Marshes on 29 December and 10 at An Lochain
Uaine, Glenmore on 30 December.

[Northern Bullfinch]  Pyrrhula pyrrhula pyrrhula

One bird, showing the characteristics of this racewas trapped and ringed at
Melvich on 26 October and at least one of 12 males at Craig Phadrig/Craig Dunain
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on 22 November gave the diagnosti@umpeting &all. Others were noted at Tarbat
Ness on 29 October and Inshriach on 26 November.

Common Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrina
Scarce migrant.

Summer: A singing male was in a garden at Muir of Ord between 7 and 14 July.

Reporting rate
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— Greenfinch - Highland - Historical — Greenfinch - Highland - 2023

Greenfinch Chloris chloris
Common resident; locally common in winter in east, although much
scarcer than in earlier years.

Winter/Spring: There were 1976 BirdTrack records in 2023 and counts of six or
more birds during January to March were made at 16 sites (both totals higher than

in the past three years at least). Records were widespread and peak counts were
210 at Dornoch on 7 January, 1bat Rosemarkie on 12 February, 100 at Kiltearn,
Evanton on 3 March, 40 at Dornoch on 1 January and 30 at Shieldaig on 2 January.
In 2022, the peak count over the first three months was only 10 birds, a total
exceeded at 10 sites in 2023. Mahly maxima were 11 at Strath Dearn on 2 April
and eight at Fanagmore, Tarbet in NW Sutherland on 26 May.
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Summer/Breeding: Monthly maxima were 10 at Edderton on 5 June, 10 at Drumguish
and at Cove on 25 July, and 16 at Tulloch, Strathspey on 27 August. On Eigg it was a

OOAAOI T AAT U OOAAAOOAOI AOAAAET C -Laltdedditéso 8 " OAAA

with first fledged young at Drumguish on 6 May.

Autumn/Winter : BirdTrack counts of six or more birds were made at 20 sites, a
welcome improvement on 15, 10 and 15 such sites in the previous three years.
Peak counts were 55 at Dornoch Point on 22 December, 51 at Drumguish on 24
November, 40 at Insh on 20 November and0 Balchraggan, Abriachan on 22
November.Although there were more BirdTrack records and flocks seen in 2023,
the trend as shown by the percentage of lists featuring Greenfinches was still
below the historical average.

Twite Linaria flavirostis
Uncommon breeder; can be locally common in winter, especially in
east.

Winter/Spring: The 60 BirdTrack records from about 33 sites during the period

*AT OAOU O1T ! POEI EO AT i bAOAAT A O1 OAAAT O U/

on islands or around the Moray Firth, with few inland records. By far the largest
flock was 180 at Dornoch @ 1 January. Elsewhere, 90 were at Blairgorm East
(near Nethy Bridge) on 13 January, 80 at Cove on 18 February, 22 at Clachtoll Bay
on 30 April, 13 at Rubha Reidh on 15 January and 12 at Heaste on Skye on 25 April.

Breeding : Proven breeding (fledged young) was noted at Achnanclach near Loch Loyal,
Waternish Ridge, Canna, Gairloch and Ockle in Ardnamurchdretween 25 June and 10
August. Although now a scarce breeder on Eigg, a few pairs probably bred around Struidh,
Grulin and elsewhere.

Summer/Autumn /Winter: There were 151 BirdTrack records during theperiod
May-December (181 in 2022). Monthly peaks were 4@t Harrapool on 26 July,

40+ at Kilchoan on 11 August, 70 at Neist Poimin 11 September, 65t Inver on

24 October, 20at Dornoch on 26 November and 25 there on 25 December.
Elsewhere, there were 50 at Firemore, Inverasdale on 2 and 26 September, 30 at
Cove on 22 October, 30 at Inverpolly on 30 August, 27 at Sanna Bay on 7 August
and 25 at Achnahaird on 11 July, Waterloo on 12 July amirinish, Skye on 21

July. Flocks of 20 birds were also seen at Achiltibuie, Eigg, Handa and, on Skye, at
Trumpan, Gedintailor and The Storr. The only truly inland records concerned
OPOAOGAT AA6 AO 21 CAOO 11 ap -AU AT A )1 OE
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Linnet Linaria cannabina
Common local resident, mainly in east; common in winter in east,
especially about the Moray Firth.

Winter/Spring: There were 863 BirdTrack records during the year (885 in 2022)
and the peak count during this first period was 1000 at Muckerach, Abernethy on
10 February. Other high counts were 650 at Balliemore, Nethy Bridge on 10
January, 300 at Balspardon on 22 Janugr300 at Boat of Garten on 15 March and
200 at Dornoch on 1 January. As usual, few were seen away from the Moray Firth
and Strathspey and 50 at Nuide Farm on 9 March was the only Badenoch record.
No site in the north and NW coasts of Suthiend, Wester Ross, Skye or the islands
or Lochaber held more than six birds.

Breeding: Again, there were few records of proven breeding. An occupied nest was noted

at Allanfearn on 26 May and fledged young were reported at Whiteness Head on 4 June.
Elsewhere, breeding was proven at four other sites. On Eigg, several family groups were
noted in July/early August.

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  Peak monthly counts were300 at Dornoch Links on

25 June, 28 at Torrisdale on 27 July, 100 at Alturlie on 3 August, 200 at Tarbat Ness
on 6 September, 350 at Portmahomack on 28 September, 250 at Dornoch on 30
October, 200 at Davidston, Cromarty on 15 November, 600 at Nethy Bridge 30
November and 150 at Dornoch Point on 22 December. Flocks elsewhere included
50 at Loch Eriboll on 17 September, 45 at Torrisdale Bay on 11 September, 30 at
Glendale on 11 September, 15 at Loch Sunart @rseptember but none were noted

in the NW after six birds were seen at Scourie on 5 October

Common (Mealy) Redpoll Acanthis flammea
Scarce migrant and winter visitor in variable numbers; may breed
in small numbers.

Winter/Spring/Summer:  There were many more records than usual, mostly in
the north and west, letween 5 February and 15 AugustSix birds were at Creag
Meagaidh on 29 April five at Corrieshallochon 22 Juneand three at Loch Eweon
8 July.A light spring passage was notedwith records of one or two birds, or
presence, between 15 May and 4 June at Garbole (Strathdearn), TulBgerray),
Portree and Uig and eight on Handa on 17 Jun&mall numbers of birds claimed
to be of this species were also reported a23 other locations throughout the
region.

Breeding: Sixdisplaying birds at Shieldaig on 3 May showed characteristics of Greenland
Redpolls (Acanthis flammea rostraty. Birds showing characteristics of Iceland Redpolls
(A. f. islandicawere reported displaying at this site on 22 March 2022. Two birds were
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noted at Cairn Gorm Ski Area, where breeding may have occurred in 2022, on 3 June and
19 July.

Autumn/Winter: Two birds were reported at Tarbat Ness on 22 Octobeand two

at Inverness on 5 Decembemwith singles or presencelsonoted atCulloden on 21
November, Strath Dearn on 28 December and Tullochin Strathspey on 31
December. Small numbers of birds claimed to be of this species were also reported
at three otherlocations in Badenoch & Strathspey.

Lesser Redpoll Acanthis cabaret
Common breeder; winters in variable numbers.

Winter/Spring: There were fewer records and lower counts than in 2022. The
only counts in excess of 20 during the first four months were 100 at Balliemore,
near Nethy Bridge on 21 January, 60 at Corrimony on 2 January, 28 at
Clachnaharry on 4 January, 25 on Ashie Moor oi January, 180 at Craig
Phadrig/Craig Dunain on 19 March and 26 at Auchnagallin, Grantowon-Spey on

2 April. Additionally, a flock of 150 unspecified Lesser/Common Redpolls was
noted at Loch Brora on 4 January.

Summer/Breeding: The highest summer counts were23, including juveniles, at
Invershin Farm, Lairg on 30 June, 50 at Creag Meagaidh on 2 July and 80, including
juveniles, near Letters on Loch Broom on 25 July. Proven breeding was noted at only five
other sites, with the earliest occupied nest found at Al Mhuic Butterfly Reserve, Loch
Arkaig on 28 May and the latest fledged young at Ruthven, Insh Marshes on 28 July.

Autumn/Winter: There were much better numbers in Badenoch & Strathspey,
with 220 birds at Boat of Garten on 18 August, 120 at Dell Lodge, Nethy Bridge on
8 September, 120 at Insh Marshes on 30 September, 200 at Insh Marshes on 18
October, 160 at Loch Alvie on 16 OctobeP50 at Easter Tulloch, Abernethy on 24
November, 120 at Croftjames, Skye of Curr on 4 December, 160 at Insh on 6
December, 250 at Drumguish on 7 December, 300 at Ruthven on 10 December,
150 at Tulloch, Abernethy on 10 December, 150 at Dell of Killiehugtlon 15
December, 100 at Beinn Mhor, north of Dulnain Bridge on 26 December and 400
at Tulloch on 31 December. Elsewhere, 410 were at TorbrecRogart on 26
August, 60 at The Plock, Kyle Alsh on 5 September and 60 in Glen Strathfarrar on
10 November. Additionally, there were flocks of unspecified Lesser/Common
Redpolls (almost certainly LesseRedpolls), notably 200 at Delbog, Abernethy on
30 September, 600 there on 1 October and 150 at Loch Pityoulish on 22 November
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Parrot Crossbhill Loxia pytyopsittacus
Very local breeder in Strathspey, rare elsewhere.

No records of this species were submitted t&BRCfor consideration, but three
claims were reported.

Scottish Crossbill Loxia scotica
Uncommon local breeder, but more widespread than used to be
thought .

Although one record of this species was submitted to HRC for consideration, the
Committee felt unable to assess it at this time owing to a lack of acceptable criteria
and the record is meanwhile pended. In total, 76 claims were reported.

Common Crossbill Loxia curvirostra
Widespread breeder in coniferous forests throughout the region;
regular (irruptive) migrant.

Winter/Spring: There were 105 BirdTrack records in JanuarnApril from about

67 named sites (103 and 71 respectively in 2022). The few large counts were 55
at Craig Phadrig/Craig Dunain on 23 January, 20 by Loch Kemp, near Whitebridge
on 4 April, 18 at Blackfold on 5 Felwary, 12 at Loch Knockie, near Whitebridge on
23 March, and 10 at Badaguish, near Loch Morlich on 3 February and at Achabeag,
Morvern on 6 February. Records from Forsinard, of four birds on 22 February and
presence on 27 February and 28 April, were the oplrecords in Sutherland Four
records of one or two birds came from Skye and 15 were from Lochaber. There
were many records from around the Moray Firth, Easter Ross, the Great Glen area
and Badenoch & Strathspey.

Breeding: The only reports of proven breeding (recently fledged young) came on 15
March from Kingshouse in Glencoe, on 28 April from Forsinard, on 6 May from Harrapool,
on 6 June from Balgowan near Laggan Bridge, on 25 June at Craig Phadrig/Craig Dunain
and on 8 Jwy at Loch Ashie.

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  There were 172 BirdTrack records in MayDecember
from about 70 named sites (118 and 70 respectively in 2022). Counts over 10
were: 20 at Inverlaidnan Estate, Slochd on 6 October, 20 over Ord Hill on 22
October, 20 at Boat of Garten on 5 November, 20 at @ran Laruinn Forest near
Bridge of Brown on 19 November, 15 at Craig Phadrig/Craig Dunain on 25 June,
15 at Loch Ashie South on 3 September, 14 at Lochan Mor, Rothiemurchus on 25
September, 14 at Torr Alvie, Kinrara on 28 December2iat Loch Affric on 11 June,
12 at Balgowan on 30 June and 12 at Cromdale on 22 September. Outwith the
expected areas, there were 10 records in Sutherland, with a maximum of six birds
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at Forsinard on 29 July, six records in Skye, maximum four birds at Harrapool on
6 May, one on Isle of Muck on 8 May, 15 at Killiechonate Woods on 10 September
and up to six birds at 21 other sites in Lochaber.

[Crossbill species]

Winter/Spring: There were 132 BirdTrack records during JanuarnApril (161 in
2022). The highest counts were 15 at Dell of Killiehuntly on 3 January, 12 at
Tulloch Station on 5 January, 12 at Uath Lochan, near Insh on 21 February, 12 at
Loch Einich on 9 April, 12 at Glenmore on 25 April, 11 at Feshiebridge on 9 January
and 10 west of Loch Morlich on 13 February.

Breeding: The first song was heard at Craig Dunaion 14 February and breeding was
proven at six sites, with fledged young seen between 5 April, at South Channain, south of
Forsinard, and 10 July, at Badan Dubh, near Insh.

Autumn/Winter: There were 135 records during MayDecember (165 in 2022).
The highest counts were 30 in Strath Dearn on 14 November, 25 at Drumguish on
11 November, 24 at Tomvaich, Grantowson-Spey on 2 June, 22 at Abriachan on
25 November, 20 at Aigas on 25 October, 17 Bell of Killiehuntly on 12 July, 15

at Loch Garten on 14 November, 12 at Morangie Forest on 30 May and 11 at Tain
on 24 December.

Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis
Widespread, often abundant, throughout the region.

Winter/Spring: BirdTrack records of 10 or more birds during January to April
came from only 27 sites (47 in 2022). Monthly maxima were 70 at Milton of
Culloden on 26 January, 30 in an Aviemore garden on 6 February, 30 at Alturlie on
26 February, 50 at Merkinch on 21 Mare and 16 at Clachnaharry to South Kessock
on 14 April. Records came from all areas, but notable were 20 birds at Morar on 2
January, 65 at Lochlonghead on 27 January, 30 at Achiltibuie on 31 January, 30 at
Duirinish, Skye on 31 March and three on Canna d8 April.

Breeding: The first singing bird was reported at Smithton on 17 Februarywith nest-
building noted at Kinellan on 27 March. Breeding was proven at 24 sites (12 in 2022) with
fledged young first seen at Clachnaharry on 18 May. It was a very productive season on

Eigg.

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  Monthly peaks were20 at Pityoulish on 30 June, 30

at Ferry Point, Dingwall on 28 July, 120 at Achabeag, Morvern on 23 August, 250
at Ruthven, Insh Marshes on 18 September, 75 at Portmahomack on 15 October,
45 at Portmahomack on 22 November and 20 in an Aviemore garden on 17
December. Other notable records were of 15 birds on Canna on 3 July, 11 at
Inverpolly on 13 July, 30 at Laudale, Loch Sunart on 7 August, 15 on Handa on 8
August, 60 juveniles at Shiel Bridge, Acharacle on 19 Awggu50 at Hallin, Skye on
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22 August, 25 on Eigg on 24 August, 30 at Laide Wood on 26 August, 50 at North
Ballachulish on 29 August, 50 at Glendale, Skye on 7 September, 60 at Duirinish
on 9 September, 100 at Cove on 9 September, 24 at Balloan, south of Lairg on 15
September, 42 atBalnakeil on 23 September, 50 at Traigh Beach, Arisaig on 25
September, 50 at Melness on 4 October, 40 at Loch Borralie, Durness on 23
October, five on Rum on 25 October and 30 in Strath Dearn on 7 November

Siskin Spinus spinus
Common breeder and common migrant .

Winter/Spring: Although there were 10 or more birds ati6locations in January,
flock sizes were generally much smaller than in 2022. Monthly peaks were 80 at
Spey Bridge on 1 January, 110 at Crahadrig/Craig Dunain on 17 February, 170
there on 19 March and 75 at Balblair on 15 April. Most flocks were considerably
smaller and 100 at Culloden Wood on 5 February was the only other thrdggure
count. Records were widespread but there were very few birds iButherland until
April.

Breeding: First song was heard at Aviemore on 20 February, first fledged young were
noted at Lochlonghead on 28 April and breeding was proven at 10 sites. On Eigg, this
OOAAOTTAAT U ATiTi11T1T AOAAAAO POl AARI U EAA A 11AA

Summer/Autumn/Winter . Monthly peaks and triplefigure counts were 65 at
Lochlonghead on 19 June, 200 at Tulloch Moor on 6 July, 100, mainly juveniles, at
Ballochbuie, Invertromie on 13 July, 120 at Letters, Loch Broom on 25 July, 500 at
Dalrachney, Carrbridge on 21 August, 120 in Portree Forestry on 28 August, 100
at Inverdruie on 30 August, 100 at Lochan Dubh, near Aviemore on 25 September,
75 in the Delbog area, Abernethy on 17 October, 50 at Mains of Cromdale on 24
November, 400 at Pityoulish on 14 Deceber and 100 at Dornoch on 25
December. There were few recordérom Sutherland, the last being of 20 birds at
Loch Naver on 11 November.

Lapland Bunting Calcarius lapponicus
Rare passage migrant and winter visitor.

Autumn: One bird on Rum on 21 November was the only record.

Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis
Rare breeder; locally common migrant and winter visitor.

Winter/Spring: There were 70 BirdTrack records up until 8 April (50 in 2022).
Of these, 38 came from, or near, the Cairn Gorm Car Park, where peak counts were
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25 on 10 January, 40 on 25 February, 32 on 2 March and 27 on 25 April. Elsewhere
in the Cairngorms, there were two on Carn Ban Mor and 25 on Sgor Gaoith on 6
February, and two at Cadha Mor, above Glen Einich on 7 April. Other birds on high
ground were two at Bealach na Ba on 2 January, three on Carn Ghluasaid, Glen
Shiel on 26 January, one on Toll Creagach, Glen Affric on 13 February, two on Ben
Nevis on 26 February and present on Sgui A E851 AEAEh ' 1 AT AT A 1
Biggest numbers were at Dornoch, wit#0 on 28 January, 50 on 6 February and a
last report on 14 March. Other records from low ground were six birds at Strathy
Point on 9 April and 13 at Boat of Garten, Fearnmore on the north Applecross
coast, Gartymore near Helmsdale, Mellon Udrigle, Nethyi@ge, Sconser and Uig.

Breeding: On Cairn Gormthere were eight birds on 17 May, 16 birds on 4 July, two
singing males and a fledgling on 6 July, and a fledged juvenile was seen there on 26 July.
Six birds were seen around Braeriach summit on 25 May, with three singing males on 2
June, and a singing malwas at Monadh Mor on 3 June. Four singing males were on Ben
Nevis on 19 May, with two nearby on 9 July, and a singing male was on neighbouring
Aonach Beag/Aonach Mor on 1 June. One was singing on Geal Charn (Drumochter) on 7
Jure. Four birds were on Ben Alder on 19 May and one on Beinn Eighe on 30 May.

Autumn/Winter:  On Cairn Gorm, 77 birds were counted on 31 October, 14 on 21
November and 38 on 11 December. Dornoch held three on 9 November, increasing
to 19 on 14 November and 12 still present on 30 December. Elsewhere, seven
were on Ben Wyvis on 17 October, 30 at Caanh, Arisaig on 25 November, 30 at
Coignafearn on 5 December and 10 at Coul Links on 30 December. Other sites with
up to six birds were Advie, Ben Nevis, Broadford, Carn Ban Mor, Dalnahaitnach,
Fionn Bheinn, Heaste Road, Lairg, Rum, Fersiiush, Lochindorb, Strathpeffer and
Tarbat Ness.
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Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra
Rare local breeder, now close to local extinction.

Winter/Spring: In January to May, one to three birds were seen over a rather
wide area near Inverness Airport, from Alturlie in the west to Balnagowan in the
east, including Ardersier, Balspardon, Castle Stuart, Fisherton, Tornagrain and
Wester Dalziel.

Summer/Breeding: At least two singing males were reported at Alturlie on 22 May and
one was calling from a crop field at Ardersier on 26 July. One or two birds were seen in a
more restricted area of Wester Dalziel and Tornagrain and two birds, both carrying food
were at Wester Dalziel on 27 June. The last record was of two at Wester Dalziel, on 17
August.

Yellowhammer Emberiza citronella

Locally common resident in east but declining, especially in
Badenoch & Strathspey; scarce in north and west, but may be
increasing, especially in west.

Winter/Spring: During the first four months BirdTrack records were received
from about 93 named sites (92 in 2022). Monthly maxima were only 30 at Hilton
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of Cadboll on 16 January, 24 at Ardersier on 18 February, 40 at Tain on 7 March
and 30 at Wester/Easter Dalziel on 12 April. Most records were from, or fairly
near, the Moray Firthand one bird at Altandhu, near Achiltibuie on 3 April was the
only record from the north and NW coasts. On Skye, a single was seen at Galtrigill
on 11 February and one at Glen Shiel on 25 April is noteworthy. Sutherland peaks
were five at Gartymore, Helmsdal®n 7 January and eight at Skelbo on 23 March.
Up to three birds were atnine sites in Lochaber, there were few in Strathspey,
maximum four at Auchgourish Woodland on 2 April, and two at Insh Marshes on
13 February was the only Badenoch record.

Breeding: Although the first song was reported at Tain on 27 February, there were no
early reports of birds visiting nests and it was not until 1 June that breeding was proven
with a bird carrying food or faecal material at Tain. Proven breeding was also noted attAl
Fearn, Alturlie, Speyside Way and Tain.

Autumn/Winter: Numbers were exceptionally low and the only doubldigure
flocks were of 33 birds at Fort George on 26 October, 26 at Tarbat Ness also on 26
October and 11 there on 30 October. Most records were from, or fairly near, the
Moray Firth, with those of two birds at Gartymore on 28 November and eight at
Golspie on 8 December the furthest north. Elsewhere, there was one at Fort
Augustus on 4 September, four at Drumnadrochit on 7 November and one at
Dundreggan on 15 November. On 1 Augushree were at Nethy Bridge, where the
last record was on 20 October, and there were no reports from elsewhere in
Badenoch & Strathspey. In Lochaber, there were five birds at Kilchoan on 13
October and 11 November, five between Gairlochy and Banavie on 8 September
and up to four at Achabeag, Allt Fearn, Arisaig, Kinlochleven, Rhu Road and
Shielfoot.

Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus
Locally common resident, particularly in east; scarce in uplands.

Winter/Spring: The only doublefigure counts were 24 at Dornoch on 1 January,
11 there on 7 January, 11 at Easter & Wester Dalziel on 30 April, 10 there on 12
April and 10 at Tain on 7 March. Away from the Moray Firth and Loch Ruthven
areas, six were seen at Inverasdalen 7 March, four at Dornoch Point on 8 March
and one or two at another 17 Sutherland sites. Five were at Portree on 5 March
and up to two at another eight sites in Skye. Singles were also at Alltbeithe, west
of Loch Affric, Corrimony, Dundrggan, Fersit, Glen Moriston, Loch Achanalt and
Loch Kishorn, with three at Bridge of Oich on 25 April. Up to four birds were noted
at 27 locations in Badenoch & Strathspey and up to three at six Lochaber sites.

Breeding: The first report of singing was not until 19 March, at Tulloch, Abernethy. Nest
building was reported on 4 April at Clachnaharry, where a bird was carrying food or a
faecal sac on 25 April. Proven breeding was only noted at six other sites. Birds were
present on Eigg but with no evidence of breeding. There were 45 territories at Insh
Marshes (52 in 2022).
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Autumn/Winter. There were 123 BirdTrack records from 59 named sites (89
and 45 respectively in 2022). Numbers were low, with peaks of seven at Skeabost
on 18 September, six at Easteand Wester Dalziel on 4 October, five at Drumguish
on 19 November and 20 at Loch Eye on 20 December. Records were again mainly
from around the Moray Firth. In NW Sutherland, birds (maximum three) were
noted at 10 sites and two birds were observed on Rum in @ber and November.
Three sites in Skye held birds and records came from 12 sites in Badenoch &
Strathspey, maximum seven birds at Drumguish on 25 December. Six were at
Morar on 10 September and one or two were at another six Lochaber sites.

Ovenbird Seiurus aurocapilla
Vagrant .

Autumn: One at Kilmory and Shamhnan Insir, Rum on 23 September was the first
for Highland.

Escapes and presumed feral birds

Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis

The feral flock from Highland Wildlife Park, Kincraig was reported widely from
Badenoch & Strathspey. Reports included 120 birds at Dell of Killiehuntly on 2
July and 147 on 26 August.

Bar-headed GooseAnser indicus
There was a report of a single at/dale Bay on 5 May

Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea
The only submitted records were of a single at Dingwall or22 April and 11
September.

Golden Pheasant Chrysololophus pictus
A single sightingon Skye of three birds at Greshornishon 8 March was the only
record.

Eurasian Eagle Owl Bubo bubo
A single was heard calling ol March from a thickly wooded area in the eastern
Monadhliaths, Invernessshire.

188



<

First and last dates of common migrants

Summer Visitors*
Swift
Cuckoo
Whimbrel
Common Sandpiper
LBB Gull
Sandwich Tern
Little Tern
Common Tern
Arctic Tern
Great Skua
Arctic Skua
Manx Shearwater
Osprey
Sand Matrtin
Swallow
House Martin
Wood Warbler
Willow Warbler
Chiffchaff
Sedge Warbler
Grasshopper Warbler
Blackcap
Garden Warbler
Whitethroat
Ring Ouzel
Spotted Flycatcher
Pied Flycatcher
Redstart
Whinchat
Wheatear
Tree Pipit

First
02-May
12-Apr
13-Apr
10-Apr
05-Mar
19-Mar
08-May
12-Apr
28-Apr
21-Mar
23-Apr
28-Mar
09-Mar
18-Mar
19-Mar
29-Mar
24-Apr
02-Apr
18-Mar
17-Apr
16-Apr
31-Mar
04-May
19-Apr
27-Mar
13-Apr
08-May
14-Apr
20-Apr
17-Mar
09-Apr

Last
09-Oct
06-Sep
11-Oct
27-Nov
24-Oct
04-Oct
22-Aug
17-Oct
29-Oct
20-Oct
17-Nov
19-Oct
09-Nov
11-Oct
21-Nov
21-Oct
16-Sep
29-Oct
19-Nov
30-Oct
23-Aug
30-Oct
13-Oct
15-Sep
19-Nov
24-Oct
28-Aug
22-Aug
01-Sep
26-Oct
10-Aug
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Winter Visitors**
Brent Goose
Barnacle Goose
Pink-footed Goose
White-fronted Goose
Whooper Swan
Shoveler
Pintail
Pochard
Scaup
Long-tailed Duck
Turnstone
Sanderling
Purple Sandpiper
Jack Snipe
Glaucous Gull
Iceland Gull
Little Auk
Waxwing
Fieldfare
Redwing
Brambling
Snow Bunting

Last
11-May
04-Apr
29-May
07-Apr
05-Apr
22-May
25-May

ok

01-May
13-May
15-Jun
14-Jun
13-May
09-Apr
22-May
05-Jun
25-Feb
24-Apr
29-Apr
07-Apr
12-May
09-Apr

* excludes known wintering birds

First
12-Sep
04-Oct
04-Sep
11-Oct
22-Sep
08-Sep
09-Sep
17-Oct
29-Aug
14-Sep
21-Jul
02-Jul
10-Jul
13-Oct
11-Sep
11-Sep
15-Oct
15-Oct
06-Sep
25-Aug
26-Aug
17-Oct

**excludes breeders, summering birds

or birds of dubious origin

***no winter/spring records
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Bird ringing in Highland recording area during 202 3
HUGHINSLEY

This report is aummary of the much more comprehensive Online Ringing and Nest Recording
Report for 2023 Http://www.bto.org/ringingrepor) using the figures presented for the
Highland Bird Recording area. For reasons of confidentiality some species which are included
within the national totals may be excluded from the Highland totals.

The overall total of birds ringed in Highland in 2023 were 25574 which is within 1.2% of the
running teryear average number ringed, although some five or six thousand below what has
been achieved in the best recent years. In addition around 5500 b&aidyatarrying rings

were recaptured taking the total number of birds handled by ringers in Highland to around
35000. Magpie was a new species for the Highland ringing list in 2023. The only surprise
about that, given how long they have now been breedirg Is that it has taken until now for

the species to be added.

Some idea of the contribution made by ringers in Highland to the overall achievement for
different species in Britain and Ireland can be gained by comparing the Highland ringing totals
with the Britain and Ireland totals in Table 1. Although ringing afgtiwias heavily impacted

by first of all the Covid 19 restrictions, followed almost immediately by the Avian Flu (HPAI)
epidemic, which lead to a suspension of seabird ringing. Those restrictions were largely lifted
in 2023 although at the start of the yezzovery totals were still being affected by the number

of seabirds still being killed by the disease around areas such as the Moray Firth.

Table 1. Summary of Ringing Totals for the Highland Bird Recording Area in 2023.

Juveniles are those birds identified as being in theirdakindar year; adults are all birds in

their second or later calendar years. Some birds cannot be aged by plumage characteristics.
These unaged birds are tabulated separately and are included in the totals for the year. Those
species for which more tharftéen per cent of the overdtital were ringed in Highland are
highlighted inbold in the table. Rearaps are birds recaught at or near to the ringing site.
Recoveries are those birds reported elsewhere or found dead

Species Nestling Juvenile Adult Unaged High GB&l Re Re
land traps coveries
Barnacle Goose 0 0 0 0 0 361 0 1
Greylag Goose 0 1 0 0 1 232 0 0
Shelduck 0 0 1 0 1 236 0 0
Wigeon 0 7 35 0 42 442 1 0
Mallard 3 9 10 0 22 650 0 0
Teal 0 0 4 0 4 619 0 1
Eider 0 0 20 0 20 45 61 3
Common Scoter 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 1
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Goldeneye
Goosander
Storm Petrel
Manx Shearwater
Little Grebe

Grey Heron

Shag

Cormorant
Osprey

Golden Eagle
Sparrowhawk
Goshawk

Hen Harrier

Red Kite
White-tailed Eagle
Buzzard

Water Rail
Corncrake
Moorhen
Qystercatcher
Lapwing

Ringed Plover
Curlew

Bartailed Godwit
Turnstone

Knot

Dunlin
Woodcock

Jack Snipe

Snipe

Common Sandpiper
Redshank

Wood Sandpiper
Greenshank
Kittiwake
Blackheaded Gull
Common Gull
Great Blaclbacked Gull
Herring Gull
Lesser Blackacked Gull
Common Tern
Arctic Tern

Great Skua
Arctic Skua
Guillemot
Razorbill

Puffin

Rock Dove
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Woodpigeon
Cuckoo

Barn Owl
Tawny Owl
Longeared Owl
Shorteared Owl
Swift

Great Spotted Woodpeckel

Kestrel

Merlin
Peregrine

Jay

Magpie
Jackdaw
Rook

Carrion Crow
Hooded Crow
Raven

Coal Tit
Crested Tit
Blue Tit

Great Tit
Skylark

Sand Martin
Swallow
House Martin
Longtailed Tit
Willow Warbler
Chiffchaff
Wood Warbler
Sedge Warbler

Grasshopper Warbler

Blackcap
Whitethroat
Firecrest
Goldcrest
Wren
Nuthatch
Treecreeper
Starling

Blackbird

Fieldfare

Redwing

Song Thrush
Mistle Thrush
Spotted Flycatcher
Robin
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Redstart
Whinchat
Stonechat
Wheatear
Dipper
House Sparrow
Tree Sparrow
Dunnock
Grey Wagtail
Pied Wagtail
Meadow Pipit
Rock Pipit
Chaffinch
Brambling

Bullfinch
Greenfinch
Twite
Linnet

Common Redpoll

Lesser Redpoll
Goldfinch
Siskin
Yellowhammer
Reed Bunting

Totals (Highland only)

The most obvious results from all the ringing activity reported in Table 1 comes in the form of
the recovery reports, for which a selection is shown in Table 2. While birds found in Africa are

35
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always exciting and Table 2 includes reports of an Osprey uridaia, and Common Terns

from Avoch in Guinea and Senegahere a recent series of South African expeditions to catch

terns atla Langue de Barbarie have resulted in a string of recoveries of Highland birds.

Some of the most interesting results come from long term projects such as the Common
Sandpiper ringed at East Port near Cromdale in 2016 and seen by a Dutch ornithologist in

Guinea Bissau in February 2020, which was recaptured at Pollowick, close tayislor

ringing site in June 2023 after nearly seven years. Even that age takes it less than halfway to

the National longevity record for the species.

The longevity National records have been given for all species mentioned in Table 2 although
in 2023 only one, Wood Sandpiper, set a new record. This was caught eight years to the day

after it had first been ringed in 2015.

While foreign recoveries and lofiyed birds are always interesting some of the British

recoveries are equally surprising. For the only Rodted Goose to be included in the

Highland partoftheoh i n e
extraordinary while the tale of how that came about was even more so. From a bird originating
from as far south as it is possible to get to one from the opposite extreme like the young

ringing
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Bardister, Shetland bred Sparrowhawk, surely one of the most northerly nests for the species
in Britain, which was found dead near Tarbless is amazing.

Finally recoveries of Bramblings ringed locally during the influx in winter 2D2Xontinue

to trickle in and AFV0004 caught by a ringer up on Balsfjord in Troms®@ 696 N2 5 8 E
was not only one of the most northerly BTO ringed Bramblings recovered, but also a long way
east.

Table 2. Selected recoveries of birds of birds ringed or found in Highland recording area reported
in 2023.

Barnacle Goose
The longevity record for this species is: 26 years 11months 11 days set in 2004.
1503059 Ad F 25-03-2017  Balnakeil Bay, Durness.
Freshly dead (shot) 01-10-2023  Alftaver, Vester Skaftafelldceland.  914km NW
6y 6m 6d.

The west coast wintering Barnacle Geese are mainly Greenland breeding birds although the
species has now also started breeding in SE Iceland.

Pink -footed Goose

The longevity record for this species is: 38 years 7 months 7 days set in 1998.

1463211 Ad 30-09-2020 30O - AoOuéobh )OI AO T & 3AEI T US
Freshly dead (shot) 17-10-2023  Allanfearn, Inverness. 857km N
3y Om 17d.

Scilly seems an unlikely place for Pinkooted Geese but this bird was found battered and unable
to fly after a violent storm. After being kept overnight and checked for injuries it was ringed and
released into a bulb field occupied by a small flock ofik-footed Geesewhere after a week it
was able to fly again (Neil McMahon pers. comm.).

Eider

The longevity record for this species is: 35 years 6 months 26 days set in 1994.

The following bird was the oldest reported in Highland in 2023:

HT58365 Ad F 31-05-1997  Nigg Ferry, Cromarty Firth.
Caught by ringer 01-06-1999  Nigg Ferry, Cromarty Firth.

Caught by ringer 18-05-2015 Invergordon, Cromarty Firth. 10km W
Caught by ringer 11-07-2023  Invergordon, Cromarty Firth. 10km W
26y 1m 10d.
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Common Scoter

The longevity record for this species is: 13 years 2 months 27 days set in 2009.

GHO05400 Ad F 17-06-2014  Site confidential near Loch Garry.
Long dead (ring only) 12-12-2023  Invergarry area.

9y 5m 25d. Given that only the ring was found this cannot be used to indicate the longevity of this
bird.

Shag
The longevity record for this species is: 29 years 10 months 25 days set in 2007.

The following bird was theoldest reported in Highland in 2023:

1379028 Nestling 08-06-2003  Castle Craig, North Sutor.
Freshly dead 10-11-2023  Balmungie, Black Isle. 14km SW
20y 5m 2d.

The following bird moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland for a bird reported in
2023:

1490708 Nestling 28-07-2021  Inner Farne, Seahouses, Northumberland.

Freshly dead 08-11-2023 Rosemarkie, Black Isle. 268km
NNW

2y 3m 11d. Many Shags were washed up around the Moray Firth in the winters of 2023 and almost
all of those tested were positive for HPAI.

Cormorant
The longevity record for this species is: 21 years 6 months 21 days set in 1984.

The following bird moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland for a bird reported and
in 2023:

5032431 Nestling 27-05-2023  Castle Craig, North Sutor.

Long dead 09-11-2023  Berkshire Trout Farm, Hungerford, W. Berks.
716km SSE

Oy 5m 13d (net or cage)

Osprey
The longevity record for this species is: 20 years 11 months 0 days set in 2005.
The following bird was the oldest Highland ringed Osprey reported in 2023:
1446432 Nestling 03-07-2010  Inverness.
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Alive (colour rings seen)2®7-2023 Bennachie Forest, Aberdeenshire. 107km E

13y Om 23d. This individual has relocated from its natal area and has been breeding in
Aberdeenshire for several years.

The following bird rapidly moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland on its way
south to West Africa.

1414246 Nestling 09-07-2023  Potes, near Dornoch.
Alive (colour rings seen)3@8-2023 St Clements,near Truro, Cornwall. 845km S
Oy 1m 21d.

Alive (colour rings seen)0241-2023  Diawling National Park,Mauritania . 4729km
SSW

Oy 3m 24d.

The following bird was found abroad and reported on 2023 (countries with 20 or fewer such
recoveries).

1414276 Nestling 10-07-2022  near Erracht, Loch Eye.
Alive (colour rings seen)0d0-2022 Laguna Huerta Las Pilas, AlgeciraSpain 2407km
S
Oy 2m 23d.
Alive (colour rings seen)280-2023 ' T OA O1 A O 6Gibraltei . P4BEkO ® h
1y 3m 15d.
Sparrowhawk

The longevity record for this species is: 17 years 1 month 11 days set in 1999.
The following bird moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland.
DT62320 Nestling M 05-07-2023  Bardister, Shetland.
Long dead 15-11-2023 near Wilkhaven, Tarlbt Ness. 324km SSW
Oy 4m 10d

Oystercatcher
The longevity record for this species is: 41 years 1 month 5 days set in 2017.
The following bird was the oldest reported in Highland in 2023:
FA31947 Adult 09-04-1994  Skelbo, Loch Fleet.
Freshly dead 23-01-2023 Littleferry. 2km
28y 9m14d
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The following birds moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland.
FP47549 Adult 17-03-2018  River Spey, Newtonmore.

Alive (ring read in the field) 02-02-2023  Fenit Island Beach, Kerry. ~ 650km SW

4y 10m 16d
Long Dead 03-05-2023 Invertromie. 6km ENE Alive
5y-1m 16d
FH73361 Adult 16-10-2015  Whiteford Sands, Gower, Swansea.
Freshly dead 21-05-2023  Coignascallan, Findhorn Valle§23km N
7y-7m-5d
FH75658 Adult 02-02-2022  Mg-Spit, Dublin.
Alive (colour rings seen) 24-04-2022  Kinloch, Rum. 412km N
Alive (colour rings seen) 12-02-2023  Kinloch, Rum. 412km N
Alive (colour rings seen) 04-09-2022  Kinloch, Rum. 412km N
ly 7m 2d
FJ76922 Nestling 04-06-2022  Milton of Moy, Tomatin.

Alive(ring read in the field) 02-04-2023  Sandy Bay, Orlock, Donaghadee, Co. Down .316km
SSWOy-9m-29d

As well as these recoveries, FA71909 which was ringed at Dawlish Warren, Devon and was
reported in full in the 2022 report was seen again at Lochindorb on 103 and 06-05-2023. Since
ringing this bird has been seen annually in its wintering quarters in Dean and at its breeding site

at Lochindorb. The recoveries shown are all examples of movements of birds breeding either on
the West Coast or inland in Highland winter in the Irish Sea as far south as Devon.

Ringed Plover
The longevity record for this species is: 21 years 11 months 12 days set in 2015.

The following bird moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland.

NW86172 Adult F 28-08-2018 Llanfairfechan, Conwy.
Alive (colour rings seen) 23-08-2023  Bay of Culkein561km N
4y 11m 26d

Given the ringing and sighting dates and locations it is possible that this was an Arctic breeding
bird caught and resighted on its autumn migration south.

Curlew
The longevity record for this species is: 32 years 7 months 0 days set in 2011.
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The following bird moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland.

FH55406 Adult F 15-05-2023  Insh Marshes, Kincraig.

Alive (colour rings seen) 02-10-2023  Clahane, Liscannor, Clare. 577km SW
Oy 4m 17d

Alive (colour rings seen) 17-12-2023  Clahane, Liscannor, Clare. 577km SW
Oy 7m 2d

Bar-tailed Godwit

The longevity record for this species is: 33 years 11 months 13 days set in 2008.

The following birds ringed abroad and found here were reported in 2023.

NOS First yr F 26-08-2023  Revtangen, Kleppyorway.

K06888 Alive (colour rings seen) 02-10-2023  Broadford Bay, Isle of Skye. 692km W

Oy 1m 6d

NOS First yr 22-09-2023  Makkevika, GiskeNorway.

K15854 Alive (colour rings seen) 08-10-2023  Bay of Culkein. 783km WSW
Knot

The longevity record for this species is: 33 years 11 months 13 days set in 2008.
The following birds ringed in Highland were found abroad and reported in 2023:

SV93247 Adult 11-02-2021  Nigg Qil Terminal, Cromarty Firth.

Alive (colour rings seen) 24-01-2023 Unnamed site, Cote& 8 ! O Hrabde
1025km S

ly 11m 13d

Alive (colour rings seen) 22-11-2023 Unnamed site, Cote& 8 ! O Hrabde
1025km S

2y 9m 11d

ST93247 First yr 22-01-2022  near Ardersier.

Alive (colour rings seen) 18-05-2022  Skogarnes,Smfellsnessyla, Iceland.
1275km NW

3m 26d

Alive (colour rings seen) 07-04-2023 Paarp, south of Halmstad, Sweden.
1029km E
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1y 2m 16d

Alive (colour rings seen) 10-04-2023  Paarp, south of Halmstad, Sweden.
1029km E

1y 2m 19d

Dunlin
The longevity record for this species is: 19 years 3 months 26 days set in 2010.

The following bird ringed in Highland was found abroad and reported in 2023.

BX16991 Adult 03-02-2019  Dingwall, Cromarty Firth.
Caught by ringer 27-07-2023  UjucieWisly, Gdaisk-Dwibno,Poland. 1496km E
4y 5m 24d

The following bird ringed abroad and found here was reported in 2023.

DEH First yr 27-09-2023  Insel Langenwerder, Melkenbergorpommern,
Germany.

OC33765 Caught by ringer 28-10-2023  Dornoch Point.1053km WNW
Oy 1m 1d

Woodcock

The longevity record for this species is: 15 years 5 months 12 days set in 1937.
The following bird ringed in Highland was found abroad and reported in 2023:
EY73105 Adult 06-12-2021  Skelbo Muir, near Dornoch.

Freshly dead (shot) 15-04-2023  Shimskiy Distr., Novgorod Oblast,Russian
Federation. 2014km ENE

1y 4m 9d

The following birds ringed abroad and found here were reported in 2023:

SFH First yr 07-10-2023  Parikkala, Kymi,Finland.

ST315963 Freshly dead (shot)7-11-2023  Tomatin. 1948km W

Oy 1m Od

NOS First yr 17-03-2022  Revtangen O.S., Klepp, Rogolaxdrway.

Freshly dead (hit
6215095 glass) 25-11-2023 Creag Meagaidh. 625km WSW
1y 8m 8d
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Common Sandpiper
The longevity record for this species is: 15 years 1 months 5 days set in 2007.

The following bird was the oldest reported in Highland in 2023:

NW62854 Adult 27-05-2016  East Port, nr. Cromdale.
Alive (colour rings seen) 24-07-2017  Rhuddlan, Denbighshire 415km SOy
10m 28d
Alive (colour rings seen) 07-05-2017  East Port, nr. Cromdale.
OkmOy 11m 10d
Alive (colour rings seen) 27-02-2020 Bijagos Archipelago, Guinea Bissau.
5205kmSSWBy 9m 0d
Alive (colour rings seen) 14-04-2020  East Port, nr. Cromdale.
Okm 3y 10m 18d
Caught by ringer 18-05-2023  Polllowick Farm, near Cromdale. 3km
6y 11m 21d

This bird, which has been reported in previous Highland Bird Reports has now travelled the
journey to and from Guinea Bissau a minimum of eight times covering at least 41640km.

Wood Sandpiper

The following bird sets a new longevity record for the species in Britain at 8y Om 0d.
BV99560 Adult 09-06-2015 Confidential site, Highland.

Caught by ringer in June each year between 2016 and 2022, except 2020.

Alive (colour rings seen) 09-6-2023 Confidential site, Highland. 7km E
8y Om 0d

Kittiwake
The longevity record for this species is: 26 years 8 months 18 days set in 2013.

The following bird was the oldest reported in Highland in 2023:

EW24836 Nestling 03-07-2010 Isle of Canna.

Caught by ringer 09-07-2015 Isle of Canna. Okm 5y Om6d
Caught by ringer 28-06-2016  Isle of Canna. Okm 5y 11m 25d
Caught by ringer 29-07-2021  Isle of Canna. Okm 10y 11m 26d
Caught by ringer 05-07-2023  Isle of Canna. Okm 13y Om 2d
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Recently published satellite tracking results have shown just how pelagic Kittiwakes are outside
the breeding season (Swindells, 2019), so unless the birds are hunted in areas like the Faroes or
Greenland or trapped in fishing gear, there is little chanoaf recoveries from conventional ringing

except at breeding sites.

Black-headed Gull

The longevity record for this species is: 32 years 5 months 6 days set in 2022.

The following birds moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland (more than 100km):

EY73263 Nestling 23-06-2021  Bonar Bridge

Alive (colour rings seen) 11-02-2023  Levenmouth, Fife. 207km SSEly 7m

19d

EB16948 Nestling 01-06-2019 Cromdale.

Alive (colour rings seen) 17-02-2022  Strathclyde Country Park, Motherwell.
175km S

2y 8m 16d

Alive (colour rings seen) 25-09-2022  Strathclyde Country Park, Motherwell.
175km S

3y 3m 24d

Alive (colour rings seen) 25-08-2023  Strathclyde Country Park, Motherwell.
175km S

4y 2m 24d

EA68184 Adult 17-06-2022  Grantown-on-Spey.

Alive (colour rings seen) 26-09-2022  Ardler, Dundee98km SSE Oy 3m 9d

2y 8m 16d

Alive (colour rings seen) 22-12-2022  Blackhall, Edinburgh. 154km S Oy 6m 5d

Alive (colour rings seen) 02-02-2023  Clatto, Dundee. 100km SSE 0Oy 7m

16d

Alive (colour rings seen) 03-10-2023  Clatto Reservoir, Dundee. 100km SSE 1y 3m

16d

These are all typical movements outside the breeding season for Highland bred or breeding birds
most of which move down to winter across the Central Belt as far east as Dundee.

Sandwich Tern

The longevity record for this species is: 30 years 9 months 14 days set in 1998.

The following bird moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland (more than 100km):
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DD04703 Nestling 19-06-2013  Blakeney Point, Norfolk.

Alive (colour rings seen) 27-09-2014  Whitley Bay, Tyne and Wear. 281km NNW
1y 3m 8d

Alive (colour rings seen) 13-09-2016  Dornoch Point, Highland. 628km NNW 3y
2m 25d

Alive (colour rings seen) 04-07-2017  Scolt Head Island, Brancaster Staithe,
Norfolk. 20km W 4y Om 15d

Alive (colour rings seen) 25-08-2017 Fanoe, RibeDenmark. 552km ENE 4y 2m
6d

Alive (colour rings seen) 12-09-2019  Findhorn, Moray. 596km NNW 6y 2m 24d
Alive (colour rings seen) 23-07-2020  Unnamed site, Luneburgzermany. 477km
ENE 7y 1m 4d

Alive (colour rings seen) 14-09-2020  Findhorn, Moray. 596km NNW 7y 2m 26d
Alive (colour rings seen) 09-08-2023  Dornoch Point, Highland. 628km NNW 10y
1m 21d

Common Tern

The longevity record for this species is: 33 years 0 months 6 days set in 1998.
The following bird was the oldest from Highland reported in 2023:

RN01586 Nestling 08-08-2005  Avoch, Black Isle.

Caught by ringer 30-03-2023 la Langue de BarbarieSenegal. 4744km
SSW 17y 7m 22d

The following bird was found abroad and reported in 2023 (countries with 20 or fewer such
recoveries):

ST75495 Nestling 19-06-2019  Avoch, Black Isle.

Unknown 21-02-2023  Medina, ConakryGuinea. 5401km SSW
3y 8m 2d

Arctic Tern

The longevity record for this species is: 31 years 0 months 18 days set in 2012.

The following bird was the oldest from Highland reported in 2023:
SR20343 Nestling 13-07-2006  Dalchalm, Brora.
Freshly dead (disease) 18-07-2023 RAF Lossiemouth, Moray. 46k SEL7y Om 5d
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Guillemot

The longevity record for this species is: 40 years 11 months 23 days set by another Isle of Canna
bird in 2019.

The following bird was the oldest from Highland reported in 2023:

T61084 Nestling 02-07-1989 Isle of Canna.

Caught by ringer 03-07-2000 Isle of Canna.3km 11y Om 1d
Caught by ringer 06-07-2001  Isle of Canna.3km 12y Om 4d
Caught by ringer 20-07-2013  Isle of Canna.3km 24y Om 18d
Caught by ringer 09-07-2014  Isle of Canna.3km 25y Om 7d
Caught by ringer 26-06-2017  Isle of Canna.3km 27y 11m 24d
Caught by ringer 27-06-2018  Isle of Canna.3km 28y 11m 1d
Caught by ringer 05-07-2023 Isle of Canna.3km 34y Om 3d

The following bird moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland (more than 100km)

Y16669 Nestling 28-06-2016 Isle of Canna.
Freshly dead (oiled) 07-01-2023 7AOAOI El 1 #1 OAh 30 - AOUB8ON
Razorbill

The longevity record for this species is: 40 years 11 months 23 days set by another Isle of Canna
bird in 2019.

The following bird was the oldest from Highland reported in 2023:

M88336 Adult 29-06-1999 Leac Buidhe, Cape Wrath.

Alive (ring read in the field) 11-06-2017 Leac Buidhe, Cape Wrath. Okm 1Z¢m 13d
Alive (ring read in the field) 03-07-2022  Carn An Leim, Cape Wrath. 3km 23y Om 4d
Alive (ring read in the field) 31-05-2023  Clo Mor, Cape Wrath. 4km 23y 11m 2d

Puffin
The longevity record for this species is: 42 years 0 months 21 days set in 2019.

The following bird was found abroad and reported in 2023 (countries with fewer than 20 such
recoveries):

EZ32585 Adult 23-06-2018 Isle of Canna.
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Freshly dead (oiled) 27-01-2023  Mirleft, Morocco. 3064km S 4y 7m 4d

Barn Owl

The longevity record for this species is: 15 years 7 months 2 days set in 2022.
The following bird was the oldest reported in Highland in 2023:

GC04582 Nestling 20-05-2012  Culeave, near Ardgay.

Freshly dead (in building) 06-07-2023  nr. Wathegar Wind Farm, Caithness. 96km NE 11y
1m 16d

The following bird moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland (more than 100km):

GY41231 Nestling 18-07-2022  Balbeg, Glenurquhart.
Caught by ringer 13-02-2023  Ashentrool, Stirling133km SSE Oy 6m 26d
Tawny Owl

The longevity record for this species is: 23 years 5 months 27 days set in 2016.

The following bird was the oldest reported in Highland in 2023:

GF73499 Adult F 30-04-2003  Logie Hill, Kildary.
Caught by ringer 15-05-2023  LogieHill, Kildary. Okm 20y Om 15d
Coal Tit

The longevity record for this species is: 9 years 2 months 25 days set in 2008.

The following bird was the oldest reported in Highland in 2023:

S233686 First yr 16-12-2017  Golspie.

Caught by ringer 10-01-2019  Golspie. Okm 1y Om 25d
Caught by ringer 19-11-2023  Golspie. Okm 5y 11m 3d
Blue Tit

The longevity record for this species is: 9 years 8 months 16 days set in 1984.

The following bird was the oldest reported in Highland in 2023:

S106856 Seconeyr M 02-05-2016  Drummond, Inverness.

Caught by ringer 22-12-2019  Drummond,Inverness. Okm 3y 7m 20d
Caught by ringer 14-06-2022  Drummond, Inverness. Okm 6y 1m 12d
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Caught by ringer 23-05-2023  Drummond, Inverness. Okm 7y Om 21d

Great Tit
The longevity record for this species is: 10 years 5 months 18 days set in 2006.

The following bird was the oldest reported in Highland in 2023:

D525998 Juv. M 21-07-2013  Drummond, Inverness.

Caught by ringer 22-07-2013  Drummond, Inverness. Okm Oy Om 1d
Caught by ringer 12-05-2019 Drummond, Inverness. Okm 5y 9m 21d
Caught by ringer 04-06-2020  Drummond, Inverness. Okm 6y 10m 14d
Caught by ringer 04-03-2023  Drummond, Inverness. Okm 9y 7m 11d
Sand Martin

The longevity record for this species is: 9 years 0 months 0 days set in 1979.

The following bird ringed abroad was found here and reported in 2023 (countries with 20 or
fewer such records):

FRP First year 24-08-2022  Cabanot, Audenge, Gironde&rance
8532004 Caught by ringer1306-2023 Dulnain Bridge.1414km N Oy 9m 20d

This recovery is typical for Highland Sand Martins which migrate along the Atlantic Coast of
France on their way to and from their wintering area in West Africa.

Long-tailed Tit
The longevity record for this species is: 9 years 8 months 20 days set in 2021.

The following bird was the oldestreported in Highland in 2023:

HTV052 Full-grown 04-02-2018  Ft. Augustus.

Caught by ringer 18-02-2018  Ft. Augustus. Okm Oy Om 14d
Caught by ringer 21-11-2023  Ft. Augustus. Okm 5y 9m 17d
Willow Warbler

The longevity record for this species is: 1§ears 11 months 18 days set in 2010.

The following bird moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland (more than 100km):

NLR407 First-yr. M 24-07-2023 Cove, Loch Ewe.
Caught by ringer 18-08-2023  Stanford Reservoir, Northamptonshire. 670km SSE
Oy Om 23d
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Goldcrest
The longevity record for this species is: 5 years 3 months 14 days set in 2021.

The following bird moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland (more than 100km):

NEX338 First-yr. M 04-09-2023  Drumguish, Badenoch.
Caught by ringer 27-10-2023  Beadlow, Bedforshire607km SSE Oy 1m 23d
Blackbird

The longevity record for this species is: 15 years 2 months 5 days set in 2000.

The following bird moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland (more than 100km):
LN50481 Adult M28-05-2023  Drummond, Inverness.

Caught by ringer 25-11-2023  Lydox Mill, Dairsie, Fifedl47km SSE Oy 5m 28d

Blackbirds breeding in Britain and Ireland are largely sedentary. Long distance seasonal
movements do occur but are uncommon. Only 4% of 13,385 adults ringed in the breeding season
and found outside the breeding season were further than 20km from the ringg site. That
proportion is much higher in the northern part of Britain than in the south. (Wernham et
al.,2002).

The following birds ringed abroad was found here and reported in 2023 (countries with 20 or
fewer such records):

NOS First-yr. M 05-03-2021  Grimstadvatnet, Hareid, More og Romsdshrway.
Freshly dead (hit glass)

7645738 05-02-2023  Golspie. 735 km SW 1y 11m 0d

NOS First-yr. M 20-10-2022  Sore Merkeskog, Utsira, Rogalaridhrway.
Freshly dead (hit glass)

7598528 08-04-2023 Inveran, Kyle of Sutherland. 559735 km WSW Oy 5m
19d

Redwing
The longevity record for this species is: 11 years 10 months 7 days set in 1988.

The following bird was found abroad and reported in 2023 (countries with 20 or fewer such
recoveries):

AL39142 Adult 16-10-2022 Deer Park Forest Croft, near Avoch, Black Isle.
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Freshly dead (hit glass) 16-04-2023  Moormerland, WesseEms,Germany. 875 km ESE
Oy 6m 0Od

Robin

The longevity record for this species is: 8 years 4 months 30 days set in 1977.

The following bird moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland (more than 100km):
APT7728 First-yr. 21-10-2021  Grantown-on-Spey.

Caught by ringer 17-01-2023  Mockerkin,Cumbria. 303 km S 1y 2m 27d

Movements S and SW out of Highland in winter, especially young birds, are well established.

Chaffinch

The longevity record for this species is: 13 years 11 months 26 days set in 2011.

The following bird was the oldest reported in Highland in 2023:

2275073 Juvenile M 06-09-2014  Balnain, Glenurquhart.

Caught by ringer 04-01-2023  Balnain,Glenurguhart. 0 km 8y 3m 29d

The following bird moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland (more than 100km):
AFL1476 First-yr. F 14-10-2020  Calf of Man.

Caught by ringer 24-09-2023  Morar. 331 km N 2y 11m 10d

This is almost certainly a Continental bird returning south three autumns after being ringed at
the Calf of Man Bird Observatory.

Brambling
The longevity record for this species is: 8 years 7 months 16 days set in 1983.

The following bird was found abroad and reported in 2023 (countries with 20 or fewer such
recoveries):

AFV0004 Adult M19-01-2022  Straanruie,Nethybridge.

Caught by ringer 30-08-2023  Fuggelli, Balsfjord, TromsNorway. 1754 km NNE
ly 7m 11d

Although Bramblings nest much further North in the birch zone in Finnmark, at6 c 8. OEEO
one of the most northerly BTO ringed recoveries for the species. At the end of August it was quite
likely to have already have been moving south.

Twite
The longevity record for this species is: 8 years 7 months 16 days set in 1983.
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The following birds moved the greatest distance within Britain & Ireland (more than 100km):

ACY1092 First-yr. M 17-01-2023  Seaton Snook, Stockteon-Tees.

Alive (colour rings seen) 30-04-2023  Harlosh, Isle of Skye. 452 km NW Oy 3m 13d
AAP1047 First-yr. 05-01-2022  Booth Wood Reservoir, Rishworth, West Yorks.
Alive (colour ringsseen) 24-03-2022  Booth Wood Reservoir, Rishworth 0 km NW
Oy 2m 19d

Alive (colour rings seen) 12-12-2022  Booth Wood Reservoir, Rishworth 0 km NW
Oy 11m 7d

Alive (colour rings seen) 25-04-2023  Traigh Golf Course, Morar. 442 km NNW 1y
3m 20d

A further three Seaton Snook ringed birds were trapped at Portree during 2023.

Goldfinch
The longevity record for this species is: 8 years 7 months 16 days set in 1983.

The following bird moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland (more than 100km):

ADV8496  Adult M 02-04-2022. Hungladder, Isle of Skye.
Caught by ringer 05-02-2023 Hardham, West Sussex. 834K$E Oy 10m 3d
Siskin

The longevity record for this species is: 8 years 6 months 10 days set in 2019.
The following bird was the oldestreported in Highland in 2023:
AHA0428 Juvenile M.  15-08-2017 Drummond, Inverness.

Caught by ringer 22-11-2017  Drummond, Inverness. 0 km Oy 3m 7d
Caught by ringer 20-11-2018 Drummond, Inverness. 0 km 1y 3m 5d
Caught by ringer 19-03-2019 Drummond, Inverness. 0 km 1y 7m 4d
Caught by ringer 05-03-2023  Drummond, Inverness. 0 km 5y 6m 18d
Caught by ringer 20-07-2023  Drummond, Inverness. 0 km 5y 11m 5d

The following bird moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland (more than 100km):
AEK0967 Adult M18-01-2021  Llechryd, Ceredigion.
Caught by ringer 13-04-2023 Edinbane, Isle of Skye. &N 2y 2m 26d
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Snow Bunting
The longevity record for this species is: 8 years 11 months 2 days set in 2005.

The following bird ringed abroad was found here and reported in 2023:

ISR  Full-grown M 03-04-2020 Vikingavatn, Grasida, Nordiihingeyjar,lceland
926154

Alive (colour rings seen) 21-12-2022 Cairngorm Ski Car Park, Aviemore. 1211km
SE 2y 8m 18d

Alive (colour rings seen) 06-12-2023  Cairngorm Ski Car Park, Aviemore. 1211km
SE 3y 8m 3d

A photograph of this bird was featured in the 2022 Highland Bird Report.
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Brown Booby Sula leucogaster in Highland - 18 August
2023

ANDY WILLIAMS AND AL MCNEE

Following the outstanding finding of an immature Brown Booby in Lothian on 17 August, the

OAI A AEOA xAO 1T AOAOOAA 1T EE &EEA A Z£Ax ET OO0 1A
same bird off Aberdeenshire two hours later. The most obvious questidor ardent seawatchers

was whether the bird would continue its apparent northward progression along the east coast,

thus allowing for further sighting opportunities in more northern recording areas. Following

online research, the forecast winds for TarbiaNess on 18 August showed a good easterly bias,

with winds in the region of Beaufort F4F5, increasing to F&F7. Such conditions can push good

seabirds west along the Moray coast, towards the Highland recording area, before the birds then

veer onto a morenortherly track, into the Moray Firth and up towards Sutherland and Caithness.

Mid-l OcOO0O0 AAT AA A ciT A OEIi A O AA AO 4A0AAO . Adc«
so, at the very least, it seemed an opportune time to try and catch up with opetwo of those. |

spoke with dedicated Highland birder and enthusiastic seaatcher Al McNee and proposed a

(@)

OAOGOEI 1T OEAOA8 7A AEOAOOOAA OEA bPi OOEAEI EOU 1 £
Booby could possibly continue around the north of the M OAAAT OEEOA Ai AOOG8 1180
suggested sex AOAE OAOOEITT xAO Al AiI PEAOGEA O) AiI160 1A

fickle and unpredictable, Tarbat Ness can produce good seabirds in such autumnal conditions and
S0 a speculative seavatch was planned for later that day.

On arrival, we were met with easterly, Beaufort F§-6 conditions, #8 Octas of cloud cover, good

visibility, albeit with low light and rough seas. Unfortunately, the wind was directly in our faces

and being positioned relatively low and close to the breakg waves, the air was filled with a very

fine salt mist that coated our optics and spectacles with frustrating regularity. Our seaatch

commenced at 13:50hrs. It was soon apparent that seabird passage was disappointingly light,

with a few Sooty Shearwates the highlight, plus a smattering of Arctic Skuas, Manx Shearwaters

AT A £ 00 3A1TAxEAE 4A01 068 ) 1 AT ACAA O OATPA O/
magnification and at huge distance on the visible horizonil T 0O 1 EEAT U #1 OU80O 3 EA
their OEEUUS8 Al AAZDECEO AEABI KkAOA AEOOAT O OEI ET OAOO
as such. Our initial sense of sca AOAEET ¢ AGAEOAI AT O NOEAEI UzxAT AA
EO6O0 A O1T OAE NOEAOO6 OOAET toppe uging mOsCdpedts cleardny® A EO A
glasses. As | put my glasses back on, anAIA OEh OT E&AlI Of h AET AT 1T AOA AOT x|
from right to left, sheared up high on the now F&7 winds, then immediately dropped towards

the wave troughs as it headedway. The bird was shearing fast across our plane of view, initially

some 250 metres from our observation point. | managed to get my binoculars onto the bird, then

fumbled for my camera as Al got his scope onto the rapidly diminishing target. It was a |obied,

OEUA Ei bl OOEAT A O1 EOACA AAAOOAOGATI U AT A AEAT G0 A
as would be expected on a juvenile Gannet! | rattled off 3 or 4 frames that failed to get focus lock,

took a breath and then managed better record shetas the bird headed swiftly away. | was on the

bird for circa 20-30 seconds having lost it in a wave trough. Al had managed to get it in his scope,
TTOETC A O1 11 O0A0OS6 & ECEO OOUI A OEAT OEA AOAOACA
distant bird flying rapidly away to the north and north-east. We then reviewed and discussed the
photographic images, but, with my camera screen smudged with salt spray and in the now poor

light, this was tricky and largely inconclusive. Although the bird looked verynteresting, we

wanted to remain cautious about making a big call and, as the bird was quickly lost from view and

totally un-twitchable at the site, we decided to carefully appraise the processed images later from

home. We sent a WhatsApp message to fellddighland birder Dean MacAskill who was thought
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to be seawatching at Brora, in the hope that he might connect with the bird and be able to confirm

I 00 OOOPEAETIT O AO Oi OEA AEOA3O EAAT OEOUh AOO Ef

Brown Booby at Tarbat Ness © Andy Williams

Later, back home, | downloaded and processed my imagasd it was immediately apparent that
the bird was a juvenile Brown Booby and appeared to be the same bird seen the previous day off
Lothian and Fife! It was a great delight for us to have found a Highland first, but in somewhat
frustrating conditions and disappointing that it could not be shared with others.

Andy Williams and Al McNee
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The irresistible decline of the Western Capercaillie?
ANDY DOUB

The decline of the Scottish population of capercaillie is weknown, a fact underpinned

by repeat national surveys of the wintering population. The latest survey, published in
2023, showed a winter population in 202122 of 542 individuals. However, thaestimate
EO T EEAT U OF T EA xEOEET OBPPAO A 11T xAO 1EI EOQOG
sampling approach. Alternative measures of decline through counts of males at lek sites
also show a longterm decline, though this annual data series sees less precipitous than
the six-yearly winter counts. Along with a decline in numbers, there has been a huge
range contraction and now almost all capercaillie reports come from the Highland
recording area with most confined to the pinewoods of the Cairrmyms National Park and
selected sites across Easter Ross. The few records from birdwatchers in 2023 (in both
BirdTrack and eBird) reflect this distribution across Highland, with most records coming
from spring and early summer.

The decline, if it continues at its current rate will lead to virtual extinction of capercaillie
as a breeding species in Scotland. Even though there is a reasonable understanding of the
principal factors driving the decline, action to address it has (deast so far) failed to halt

it though it may have slowed it down. Two principal factors appear to be driving the
decline: a failure to produce enough recruits because of low breeding success, and
unsustainable mortality of juvenile and adult birds throudh predation and collisions with
deer fences. Weather is clearly a factor in determining breeding success with cold springs
and wet weather when chicks are small in June reducing the number reaching maturity.
How climate change will affect this is not relly understood z warmer weather may help
but wetter summers could offset any advantage from warmer spring weather. Reducing
disturbance is also likely to be essential: disturbance to leks (especially from birders) and
recreational use of tracks through cpercaillie breeding habitat reduces the amount of
habitat available to hens with broods. However, of all the factors, predation and fences
arguably remain the most contentious. There is a substantial community of predators
which readily predate capercaillie, and controlling these is seen by some to be an
essential part of any management action designed to recover capercaillie populations but
tensions within and between some organisations managing habitats that host capercalillie
remain unresolved. The emegence of diversionary feeding as a successful, ndethal
option has provided a potential way of reducing chick predation but its successful
application, expanded across the large area of the Cairngorm National Park remains
uncertain. It is also clear tlat while many deer fences have been removed, especially
those near lek sites, others remain a threat to dispersing capercaillie. Deer fences help
protect and expand pinewood habitat, and such expansion will inevitably be beneficial in
the long-term for capercaillie and, while marking helps, removing deer fences once they
are no longer required has to be a priority.

Recovering capercaillie populations will not be easy. Previous projects such as the LIFE
Project (2002-2007) may have achieved some relief from its rapid decline for the Scottish
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capercaillie population, but neither stability nor any increase since the project ended
have been seen. At the time of writing, a new plan to recover the population across the
Cairngorms National Park is being developed and should be published towards tead

of 2024. Led by the Cairngorms National Park Authority in conjunction with NatureScot,
its stated objective is to address all the key issues that are known to affect capercaillie,
over a fiveyear period. While clearly ambitious in its aspiration, here is widespread
support among all participating organisations to achieve this, even though there are
differences in understanding of both cause and consequent remedy. However, it is
conceivable that recovery will happen even if all the above managementeasures are
not implemented equally across all suitable habitats, though to what extent this will be
seen is unclear. Funding will also be an issue, especially for some elements of the plan
which will require significant additional spending, at a time vhen funds for nature
conservation are already tight.

It has been argued by some that population reinforcement may also be necessary, given
the low size of the current capercaillie population. Recovering range might only be
possible with targeted (re)introductions, as the species is relatively sedentary, wbn
would mean that colonisation of once occupied areas could be very slow without such
targeted action. A key benefit of any population reinforcement would be an increase in
genetic diversity: with current lek sizes almost all in single figures, even in aas with
apparently healthy populations, the potential for genetic bottlenecks is significant.

However, through implementing all the measures described above, we have a good
chance, perhaps the best chance, of recovering this iconic species, and it is also likely that
we will find this out within the next five years. In the meantime, we can all deomething

to improve the likelihood of success. Supporting key organisatiorgspublic and private -
delivering conservation on the ground and acting responsibly when out birding byot
trying to see capercaillie at sensitive times of the year, (when distbance is most critical),

as well as keeping to designated tracks and having dogs on the lead in capercaillie habitat.

The future of the Scottish capercaillie is uncertain as there are likely to be factors we do
not fully understand, which may hinder progress and eventual success. The role of
climate change is particularly problematic, in part due to uncertainty on whattimeans
for weather at critical times, but also because of all the factors driving the decline, it is the
most intractable. Despite this, action to recover our capercaillie population which is
likely to be proposed now has as good a chance of success as aan posit, based on
current understanding.
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Ovenbird Seiurus aurocapilla on the Isle of Rum 23
September - the first record for Highland

SEAN MORRIS

On 23 September 2023, | was carrying out a census of red deer at Kilmory in the north of the Isle

of Rum. As | was walking along, | flushed a small bird from my feet. My first reaction was that it

xAO POl AAAT U A [ AAAT x b EnREhile olié Qil fdatberdadd thiEimdde ) AEA
me pay more attention to the bird. Fortunately, it landed quite close byand | was able to note

the distinctive crown stripe, obvious pale eye ring and bold dark streaking on the underparts. |

knew it was an Oenbird as | remembered what they looked like from field guide images, and |

was able to confirm this later. The bird flew again and landed a bit further away where | was able

to get some record shots before the bird few off not to be seen again. Thedwaling few days were

stormy and wet preventing anyone else getting to Rum to look for the bird. Despite walking

through the general area in the following days it was not seen again.

There are three subspecies: nhominataurocapilla breeds from British Columbia to Nova Scotia,
south to Arkansas and South Carolina; cinereus from southern Alberta to Colorado; dndvior in
Newfoundland. It winters in Florida, Central America, the Caribbean and northern South
America.

This is the first Highland Record. There have been six previous UK records, three of which are
from Scotland.
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Ovenbird, Isle of Rum © Sean Morris:
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Redpoll,
Common (Mealy)
Lesser
Redshank
Redstart

Black

Redwing
Robin

Rook

Rosefinch,
Common

Ruff

Sanderling

Sandpiper

Common
Curlew

Green

Purple

58
136
72

68
48
173
173
175
175
174
175
78

78

80
79
50

59

65

71
143
110

180
181

94
165

154

160
163
141

178
85

87
93

86
94

89

Scaup
Scoter, Common
Surf*

Velvet
Shag
Shearwater,
Balearic*
Cory's**
Great**
Manx
Sooty
Shelduck
Shoveler
Shrike,Great

Grey*
Redbacked*
Steppe Grey***

Siskin

Skua,

Arctic

Great
Longtailed*
Pomarine
Skylark
Smew*
Snipe
Jack
Sparrow House
Tree
Sparrowhawk

Starling

Stint,
Little

Temminck's*
Stonechat
Swallow

Swan
Mute

Whooper
Swift
Alpine**

Teal

Greenwinged*

Tern,
Arctic

51
54
54

54
119

117
116
117
117
116

44

45

138

138
139
184

109

108
109
108
147

57

92

91
169
169
124
158

89

87
166
75

42

43
66
66

49
50

107

218

Tern,Little

Sandwich

Whitewinged
Black**
Thrush Mistle

Song
Tit,Blue
Coal
Crested
Great
Longtailed
Treecreeper
Northern***
Turnstone

Twite

Wagtail,Citrine*
Grey

Pied

White

Yellow
Warbler, Garden
Grasshopper
Sedge

Willow

Wood
Yellowbrowed
Waxwing
Wheatear
Greenland

Whimbrel

Whinchat
Whitethroat
Lesser

Wigeon

Woodcock
Woodpecker,
Great Spotted

Green

Woodpigeon
Wren

106
105
107

160
159
146
144
145
146
149
158
158

84

179

171
172

172

173
170
154
153
152
150
149
150
143
167
167

80

165
155
154

46
90

134
135

69
156



L

<>
Pectoral* 90 Black 108 Yellowhammer 186
Wood 95 Common 106
*** BBRC Species ** SBRC Species es *HRC Spec

219



