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Editorial  
 
As in recent years, the BOU has left the order of the main groups of species 
unchanged. However, within these groups there are a couple of small order 
changes. Tundra Bean Goose has swapped position with Pink-footed Goose. 
Likewise, Cormorant and Shag have changed position, perhaps in this case 
because Shag has been removed from the same species group as Cormorant, 
Aristotelis, to a new one, Gulosus. The most significant change this year has been in 
the number of personnel writing sections of the Report. This was encouraged by 
the reduction in length each author has to write, thus making taking on a section 
much less daunting than in the past. Even more encouraging is the fact that all 
authors have volunteered to continue writing their sections in future years. 
 
In November, Alex Joss stood down as Editor, a position he has held since the 2008 
Report. Although I assisted him in a small way during the last few years, it is only 
since I took over that I have fully realized what an enormous effort he has put in 
over the years, for which we must all be grateful. Thank you, Alex! 
 
                                                                   Peter Gordon ( Highland  Bird Report editor)  
                                                                                            E-mail:  nethypete@outlook.com 
 
 

Guide for submitting bird records  
 

Why submit records?  
 
All acceptable records received directly by the Highland Bird Recorder or via 
BirdTrack or eBird are used to produce species summaries in the annual Highland 
Bird Report. This is intended to be the definitive historical record of birds 
occurring in Highland, open to comparison with previous years. It aims to give 
details of breeding performance, distribution, movements and between-year 
changes of common species, as well as providing a valuable record of rare and 
scarce species in the area. Submitting your records allows these summaries to be 
as accurate as possible. In addition, pooled knowledge of birds occurring at 
individual sites allows for an assessment of the ornithological value of sites. This 
can contribute towards decisions on development proposals, giving real and 
immediate conservation value to your records. 
 
To ensure that contributors and readers of the Highland Bird Report have 
confidence in its content, the Recorder is appointed by the committee of the 
(ÉÇÈÌÁÎÄ "ÒÁÎÃÈ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÃÏÔÔÉÓÈ /ÒÎÉÔÈÏÌÏÇÉÓÔÓȭ #ÌÕÂȢ 7ÈÅÒÅ ÁÐÐÒÏÐÒÉÁÔÅȟ ÒÅÃÏÒÄÓ 
of rare and scarce species are assessed by the British Birds Rarities Committee 
(BBRC), the Scottish Birds Records Committee (SBRC) or the Highland Records 
Committee (HRC). It is important to remember that when a record fails to pass this 
assessment process it does not necessarily mean that a mistake in identification 
has been made. Far more often it means that the necessary standard of proof to 
permit a record to enter the permanent record has not been met. 
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Which type s of record are most useful?  
 
The annual Highland Bird Report is a summary of the ornithological year in the 
area and does not include every submitted record of every bird seen. Many of the 
records included involve systematic and coordinated counts, or careful 
observations of breeding performance. However, the report also tries to reflect 
other aspects of ornithology, such as the distribution of species in the area and the 
timing of migration, or the sighting of rare or scarce species. This last category is 
the one to which many eyes will be drawn initially, but these records are often the 
rewards of many days of hard fieldwork recording our regularly occurring or 
common species. 
 
Please note that all records of birds in the Highland recording area are most 
welcome. You never know when your seemingly everyday record may be just the 
piece of information, we are looking for to use in the annual report. However, to 
give an idea of the types of records which prove most useful, we would especially 
welcome: 
 
o Arrival dates of summer visitors in spring. 
 
o First dates of inland-breeding species which desert the uplands in winter. 
 
o Last dates of summer visitors in autumn. 
 
o Arrival dates of winter visitors in autumn. 
 
o Last dates of winter visitors in spring. 
 
o Records of rarities and birds scarce in the area (including descriptions). 
 
o Counts of flocks of commoner species. 
 
o Comments on increases or decreases in any species in your area. 
 
o First dates of birds heard singing in your area. 
 
o Breeding colony counts and other appropriate breeding data; for 
 example nest box schemes. 
 
o First dates of birds seen nest- building, feeding young or with  fledged 

young. 
 
o Common species in unusual circumstances, or exhibiting unusual         

behaviour. 
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When submitting records, species sightings should, where possible, include the 
following details: 
 
species, number, age and sex if known, direction of flight (if appropriate), date and 
location. Ideally, the location should be given as a place name included on an 
Ordnance Survey 1:50000 or 1:25000 map, accompanied by a six -figure grid 
reference, but for many purposes a place name and four -figure grid 
reference is adequate .  
 
 
When submitting records, species sightings should, where possible, include the 
following details: 
 
           species, number, age and sex if known, direction of flight (if appropriate), 
date and location. Ideally, the location should be given as a place name 
included on an Ordnance Survey 1:50000 or 1:25000 map, accompanied by 
a six-figure grid reference, but for many purposes a place name and four -
figure grid reference is adequate .  
 
There are occasions when the locality of a bird record should be kept confidential. 
Examples are records of rare or scarce breeding birds. These records may be 
submitted to the Recorder in strict confidence and should be clearly marked as 
confidential. These will be stored separately from the main bulk of records. Such 
records will appear in the Highland Bird Report only as a brief summary and no 
specific localities will be published. Unless specifically requested not to do so, 
breeding records for all species on the list of rare breeding birds for which data 
are collected by the Rare Birds Breeding Panel (RBBP) will be submitted by the 
Recorder to the RBBP. These records are treated in strict confidence by RBBP and 
are only reported by county summaries in the annual report on rare 
breeding birds published in British Birds.  
 

How to submit your records  
 
Whilst some observers prefer to send in records at the end of each calendar year, 
we strongly encourage contributors to register for BirdTrack on the BTO website. 
By doing so it is then very simple to submit records on an ongoing basis 
throughout the year, while the information is still fresh in the mind. At the end of 
the year, we can then pick up every record on one standard spreadsheet prepared 
by BirdTrack. The most important thing, however, is always to enter as much of 
the information that is requested in the section above as possible, especially a 
grid reference , as well as on occasion using the BirdTrack free text Comments 
box to add any interesting observations about a particular record.  
 
For the few of you who are not yet using BirdTrack, please send all records to the 
Highland Bird Recorder: John Poyner, 6 Mackenzie Crescent, Nethy Bridge,  
Highland PH25 3DU. Tel 07875 094666. The preferable way to communicate is via 
e-mail at highlandrecorder@yahoo.com 
 
 



                                                                 

6 

 

Contributors to Highland Bird Report 20 23 
 
The following organisations kindly submitted records for inclusion within this 
Report. Sincere apologies for discontinuing the practice of listing the hundreds of 
individual observers who submit records each year, a list which required 
exhaustive updating every year with the attendant scope for error, omission or 
duplication. Any observer who has submitted records, no matter how many, via 
the Highland Recorder, BirdTrack, eBird, or any of the organisations listed below, 
can be assured that their records have contributed to a significant degree in the 
preparation of this Report. 
 
BirdGuides 
BirdTrack  
eBird  
Eigg Bird Report 
Facebook 
Highland Birds Facebook 
Highland Raptor Study Group 
Highland Ringing Group 
Moray Firth WeBS Counters  
North Sutor Monitoring Report 
RAF Ornithological Society 
RSPB Highland Local Group 

RSPB Insh Marshes 
RSPB Scotland 
Shiants Auk Ringing Group 
Speyside Black Grouse Study Group 
Surfbirds 
SWT Handa Island 
SWT Isle of Eigg 
www .cairngormscapercaillie.scot 
www.highlandbirds.scot 
www.skye-birds.com  
www.Trektellen.org 

 

 
 
Winter birding with SOC Highland at Loch Fleet © Mary Galloway 
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Reporting rare or scarce species and recent rarity 
decisions  
 
Descriptive evidence is required for the acceptance of the record of any rare or 
scarce bird in the Highland recording area. In some cases, the Rare Breeding Birds 
Panel may also require descriptive evidence. Below are guidelines on the types of 
records considered by each assessment committee and the species for which 
descriptions are required. It is very important that descriptions be submitted via 
the Highland Recorder who will forward them to the relevant authority and notify 
the observer of the outcome of assessment. The bulk of the description should, 
where possible, be based on original field notes made before reference to books 
or other reference material. 
 
It is important for observers to submit records with details of rare species to John 
Poyner at highlandrecorder@yahoo.com as soon as possible after a sighting. It is 
helpful if these records are submitted on a standard form (available from the 
Recorder or the relevant websites). Records will be judged locally or sent either 
to the Scottish Birds Records Committee (SBRC) or the British Birds Rarities 
Committee (BBRC) as appropriate. All the forms are available to download on the 
www.highlandbirds.scot website. Alternatively, BBRC forms can be downloaded 
from www.bbrc.org.uk and SBRC forms can be downloaded from www.the-
soc.org.uk. For local rarities, please use an SBRC form. Claims of rare subspecies 
should be accompanied by full descriptions and, preferably, photographs, and will 
be assessed by the appropriate committee. 
 
It is always a good idea, however experienced an observer you are, to get 
somebody else to confirm your identification. We would also appreciate it if all 
occurrences of rare or scarce birds are reported to the Recorder as soon as 
possible, so that others may have a chance to see the bird as well (see page 6 for 
details). We fully appreciate that some sightings may be in sensitive areas and we 
will not inform the general birding community of the occurrence of a rare bird if 
ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÉÒÄȭÓ ÂÅÓÔ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÓ ÏÒ ×Å ÁÒÅ specifically requested not to do so. 
 

British Birds Rarities Committee (BBRC)   
This committee is made up of experts in bird identification who are elected by the 
County Recorders. It consists of 10 voting members and a non-voting secretary, 
serving for a fixed term, who adjudicate on all records of species, and some 
distinctive sub-species, which rarely occur in Britain (see their website for full 
details https://britishbirds.co.uk/rarities -committee). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

BBRC records pending : 
2019 : 
[Grey-bellied Brant*].  Dalziel, Castle Stuart. 5-6 March & 26 November, and in 
the same area in 2020 until 23 December.  
(*This is still not recognised as a species or subspecies by the major taxonomic 
authorities and, as a consequence, records are not being formally assessed by 
BBRC.) 

2021 : 
Northern Eider*  (drake). Coul Links. 18 April-17 May.  
(*There has been no decision yet that records of this rare subspecies will be 
assessed by BBRC.) 
 
 

https://britishbirds.co.uk/rarities-committee
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Please note that no records of species considered by BBRC will be published 
in the Highland Bird Report, or the BBRC Report on Rare Birds in Britain, 
unless they have been accepted by BBRC.   

BBRC records accepted for 2023:  
ȬNorth American ȭ Canada Goose (B. c. interior/parvipes). Balnakeil. 23 
October. Peter Stronach. 
Ȭ.ÏÒÔÈ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎȭ Canada Goose (B. c. interior/parvipes). Tarbat Ness. 25-26 
October.  Peter Stronach. 
Harlequin Duck. Loch Fleet. 5 August. Donald Bremner. 
"ÏÎÁÐÁÒÔÅȭÓ 'ÕÌÌȢ Ullapool. 31 July. Dylan & Francis Daunt et al. 
"ÏÎÁÐÁÒÔÅȭÓ 'ÕÌÌȢ Bayfield, Portree. 27-30 October. Neil Bennett. 
American Herring Gull. Fort William. 3-16 March. Matt Slaymaker et al. (First 
for Highland). 
Pallid Harrier . Inverness area, 3CY+ 12 June to 26 July. B. Etheridge, A. Philip, 
A.B. Ritchie. Paired with female Hen Harrier.  
Pallid x Hen Harrier. Undisclosed location, two pulli, ringed, photo (per Dave 
Pullan); one also seen Loch Gynack and Insh Marshes, 17th September to 12th 
November, photo (A. Samuels, P. Stronach et al.)*. 
Brown Booby. Tarbat Ness. 18 August. Al McNee & Andy Williams. 
 (First for Highland). 
Steppe Grey Shrike (L. e. pallidirostris). Achateny, Ardnamurchan. 29 June-4 
July. Jill Mastin, Peter Stronach, Sandy McNeil et al. (First for Highland). 
Northern Treecreeper. Tarbat Ness. 29-30 October. Peter Stronach. (First for 
Highland). 
(NB. A 1988 record of this sub-species for Tarbat Ness on 8 October does not appear 
 to have been assessed by any records committee.) 
Ovenbird . Kilmory, Rum. 23 September. S. Morris. (First for Highland). 

*Record subject to re-assessment, see p. 127 
Ovenbird. Rum. 
 

BBRC records accepted 

2011: 2ÏÓÓȭÓ 'ÏÏÓÅ Third calendar year+ Golspie, Udale Bay RSPB and nearby 

sites. 19-26 April. Now accepted as Category A. 

2022:  King Eider. Loch Fleet. 22 March-25 May. Dean MacAskill et al. 

(Now finally accepted as returning bird,) 

BBRC record not proven for 2011:  
2ÏÓÓȭÓ 'ÏÏÓÅ. Near Dulnain Bridge. 14 October- 16 November.  

BBRC record not proven for 2023:  
Gyrfalcon. Dornoch. 9 March. 
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Scottish Birds Records Committee (SBRC) 
 
The SBRC adjudicates on all records of birds which are rare in Scottish terms, but 
which are not included in the BBRC list. It has seven voting members and a non-
voting secretary, and at least six members must vote in favour for a record to be 
accepted.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SBRC records accepted for 2022:  
#ÏÒÙȭÓ 3ÈÅÁÒ×ÁÔÅÒȢ Chanonry Point.  30 August. S. Reddick et al. 
#ÏÒÙȭÓ 3ÈÅÁÒ×ÁÔÅÒ (3). Tarbat Ness. 3 September. Peter Stronach, Dean 
MacAskill & Bob Swann. 
#ÏÒÙȭÓ 3ÈÅÁÒ×ÁÔÅÒȢ Helmsdale, Sutherland. 4 September. Peter Stronach. 
Great Shearwater. #ÌÁÄÁÃÈ Áȭ'ÈÌÉÎÎÈÅȟ %ÌÇÏÌȢ 4ÉÄÅÌÉÎÅ ÃÏÒÐÓÅȢ ςρ *ÕÌÙȢ *Ȣ-Ȣ 
Collinson, S. Morris. (Incorrectly reported as 12 July in HBR 2022) 
Great Shearwater. (9) Helmsdale. 5 September. Peter Stronach. 
Great Shearwater (8). Tarbat Ness. 3 September. Peter Stronach, Dean 
MacAskill & Bob Swann. 
Great Shearwater  (9). Helmsdale. 5 September. Peter Stronach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Species and [notable subspecies] for which SBRC requires a 
description , as of January  2024: 
[Black Brant]               Woodchat Shrike  
Red-crested Pochard                                             Marsh Tit                                                                            
Apine Swift                                                               Woodlark 
Stone-curlew                                                            Short-toed Lark                                                               
Black-winged Stilt                                                   Red-rumped Swallow 
[Continental Black-tailed Godwit]                     #ÅÔÔÉȭÓ 7ÁÒÂÌÅÒ 
White-rumped Sandpiper                                    2ÁÄÄÅȭÓ 7ÁÒÂÌÅÒ  
Lesser Yellowlegs                                                    Dusky Warbler 
Caspian Gull                                                              Greenish Warbler 
Yellow-legged Gull                                                 Arctic Warbler 
White-winged Black Tern                                    Melodious Warbler 
7ÉÌÓÏÎȭÓ 0ÅÔÒÅÌ                                                         "ÌÙÔÈȭÓ 2ÅÅÄ 7ÁÒÂÌÅÒ 
#ÏÒÙȭÓ 3ÈÅÁÒ×ÁÔÅÒ                                                  Marsh Warbler 
Night-heron                                                              Dartford Warbler 
Cattle Egret                                           Nightingale (ssp. megarhynchos) 
Purple Heron                                                            Red-flanked Bluetail 
-ÏÎÔÁÇÕȭÓ Harrier                                                  Citrine Wagtail 
Black Kite                                                                  Parrot Crossbill (Sutherland, Lochaber, 
Little Owl                                                             Skye & Lochalsh only)                                                                                                      
European Bee-eater                                               Serin                 
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker                               Ortolan Bunting         
Red-footed Falcon                                                  Cirl Bunting                                                     
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Please note that no records of these species will be published in the Highland 
Bird Report, or the  SBRC Report on Rare Birds in Scotland, unless they have 
been accepted by the SBRC. 

 
Highland Records Committee (HRC)  
The Highland Records Committee (HRC) is tasked with assessing records of rare 
and scarce birds that occur in the recording area and making decisions on the 
content and order of the species list published within the Highland Bird Report. It 
will adjudicate on a variety of species, excluding those considered by the British 
Birds Rarities and Scottish Birds Records Committees (BBRC and SBRC), that are 
rare in, or new to, the recording area, or which may easily be confused with rare 
species. In the event of one of the HRC members being involved in the reporting of 
a bird which is being adjudicated upon by the committee, that person will not be 
allowed to vote upon the record and a probationary HRC member, due to start a 
term the next January, will cast a vote in his/her place. In 2020, this was changed 
to preserve the independence of the Recorder in the voting process.  
 
The composition of the Highland Records Committee which carried out all 
adjudications on the records of this Report was Pete Gordon (Chair), Steve Broyd, 
Kate Clarke, Simon Eaves, George Gay, Dean MacAskill and Andy Williams. During 
the year, Neil Bennett was the substitute assessor, as described above. 
 
The HRC may also require a description for any record of a normally common 
species that does not fall within the normal pattern of occurrence, for example a 
Willow Warbler in winter. Any difficult or contentious decisions may be passed on 
to SBRC for adjudication. In many cases, all that will be required is a brief 
ÄÅÓÃÒÉÐÔÉÏÎ ÂÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÁÇÎÏÓÔÉÃ ÆÅÁÔÕÒÅÓ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈ Á ÂÉÒÄȭÓ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÔÙȢ  
Photographs are acceptable and indeed helpful, but must be accompanied by a 
written statement describing the circumstances of the record. If accepted, the 
record may be included in the report for the year in which it was reported.  

SBRC records accepted for 2023:  
Alpine Swift. Mallaig near school. 19 March. Gilleasbuig Ferguson. 
Alpine Swift. NW Isle of Eigg. 4 April. Colin Russell. 
Stone-curlew. Beauly. 21-22 June. Annie Noble. 
White -winged Black Tern . At sea, Priest Island, near Ullapool. 4 June. Kev 
Cuthbert & Graham Larrington. 
#ÏÒÙȭÓ 3ÈÅÁÒ×ÁÔÅÒȢ Brora. 17 August. Dean MacAskill. 
#ÏÒÙȭÓ 3ÈÅÁÒ×ÁÔÅÒ (6). Bun Ilidh, Helmsdale. 18 August. Peter Stronach. 
#ÏÒÙȭÓ 3ÈÅÁÒ×ÁÔÅÒȢ Chanonry Point, Ross-shire. 14-15 September. Alan 
MacAskill & Kevin Cuthbert. 
Great Shearwater . At sea, 32m NE of Rona. 24 January. John Irvine. 
Bee-eater . Gartymore, Helmsdale. 28 May. Karen Munroe. 
Short -toed Lark (adult male). Braeriach. 12 June. Chris Rodger.  With sound 
file. 
Citrine Wagtail . Balnakeil marsh. 13-15 May. Scott Wotherspoon. 
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Submissions received after the publication deadline for the year in which the 
ÒÅÃÏÒÄ ÏÃÃÕÒÒÅÄ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÈÅÌÄ ÏÖÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ ÉÎ Á ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÒÅÐÏÒÔȢ )Î ÔÈÅ 
case of birds which are seen by many observers, please do not assume that others 
have reported the occurrence. Every year we are unable to include records of birds 
seen in Highland because no-one has made a submission to HRC for consideration. 
 
HRC considered 86 submissions for birds (34 species and seven sub-species) seen 
in 2023. Of these, 74 were accepted and there were 13 cases for which insufficient 
evidence was presented for the records to be accepted. Only those observers who  
submitted acceptable descriptions are listed below. 

 
 

HRC record accepted for 2006:  
Barred Warbler. (first -calendar year). Carse of Ardersier. 21 August (trapped 
for ringing). David Philip. 

HRC record accepted for 2022:  
Long-tailed Skua: three juveniles Greenstone Point 26 September. Prof. 
Jeremy Wilson. 

HRC records accepted for 2023:   
Dark -bellied Brent Goose (first -calendar year). Tarbat Ness. 29 October. 
Peter Stronach & Bob Swann. 
European White -fronted Goose. Loch Fleet. 20-21 March. Dean MacAskill.  
European White -fronted Goose (adult) . Udale Bay. 18 April. Craig Forsyth. 
European White -fronted Goose (adult) . Dornoch Links. 14 May. Dean 
MacAskill. 
Garganey (adult female). Fort George. 18 August. Colin Leslie. 
Green-winged Teal  (adult male). Alturlie Bay. 2 January-24 March. David 
Miller et al. 
Green-winged Teal  (male). Loch Eye. 7 January-5 February. Bob Swann & 
Emma Adam. 
Green-winged Teal  (adult). Dalchork, Sutherland. 21 May. Dean MacAskill. 
Green-winged Teal  (adult male). Tain Links. 8 November-31 December. Dean 
MacAskill, Bob Swann et al. 
Green-winged Teal  (adult male). The Mound. 21 November. Dean MacAskill. 
Ring-necked Duck  (drake). Acharacle, Lochaber. 12 February-2 March. 
Unknown & Bob McMillan.  

Ring-necked Duck  (drake). Loch Eye, Easter Ross. 9-20 March. Bob Swann. 
Ring-necked Duck  (drake). Loch Vaa, Strathspey. 20 March-12 April. Callum 
Scott, Patricia Hayes et al.  
Ring-necked Duck  (female). Milton Loch, Boat of Garten. 27 March-4 May. 
Pete Moore, John Poyner, Audrey Turner et al. 
Ring-necked Duck  (adult male). Loch Insh, Strathspey. 4 April. John Poyner. 
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Surf Scoter (2 males). Embo, Sutherland. 20-30 January. Dean MacAskill. 
Surf Scoter (2 adult males). Dornoch. 7 November-2 December. Dean 
MacAskill & Al McNee. 
Smew (redhead). Ardersier. 27 November. Hugh Addelese. 
Common Crane (2 adults). Drumossie Muir, Culloden. 24 April. Michael 
Balmain 
Common Crane (3 adults). Loch Assynt. 24 April. Carol & Steve Langford.  
Little Ringed Plover (adult). Balnakeil, Sutherland. 6 May. Peter Stronach. 
Little Ringed Plover (adult). The Mound, Loch Fleet. 7-14 May. Dean 
MacAskill & Scott Wotherspoon. 
Little Ringed Plover (adult). Dornoch. 10-12 May. Dean MacAskill. 
Little Ringed Plover (adult). Undisclosed site, Badenoch & Strathspey. 12-13 
May. Steve Broyd, Blair Whyte & Alan MacAskill. 
4ÅÍÍÉÎÃËȭÓ 3ÔÉÎÔ (2 adults). Undisclosed site, Sutherland. 1 June-4 July. Dean 
MacAskill. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Surf Scoter (2 males). Embo, Sutherland. 20-30 January. Dean MacAskill. 
Surf Scoter (2 adult males). Dornoch. 7 November-2 December. Dean 
MacAskill & Al McNee. 
Smew (redhead). Ardersier. 27 November. Hugh Addelese. 
Common Crane (2 adults). Drumossie Muir, Culloden. 24 April. Michael Balmain 
Common Crane (3 adults). Loch Assynt. 24 April. Carol & Steve Langford.  
Little Ringed Plover (adult). Balnakeil, Sutherland. 6 May. Peter Stronach. 
Little Ringed Plover (adult). The Mound, Loch Fleet. 7-14 May. Dean MacAskill 
& Scott Wotherspoon. 
Little Ringed Plover (adult). Dornoch. 10-12 May. Dean MacAskill. 
Little Ringed Plover (adult). Undisclosed site, Badenoch & Strathspey. 12-13 
May. Steve Broyd, Blair Whyte & Alan MacAskill. 
4ÅÍÍÉÎÃËȭÓ 3ÔÉÎÔ (adult). Undisclosed site, east of Great Glen. 7 July. Observer 
withheld. 
Pectoral Sandpiper. Allanfearn, Inverness. 2 August. Hugh Insley. 
Grey Phalarope (first -winter). Tain. 22 September. Bob Swann.  
Grey Phalarope . (first-winter). Strathy Point, Sutherland. 3 October. Dean 
MacAskill.  
Grey Phalarope (adult). Chanonry Point, Black Isle. 20-21 October. Mary & 
David Galloway, Kevin Davis et al.  
Grey Phalarope (2). Shandwick Bay, Easter Ross. 23 October. Simon Levene.  
Grey Phalarope . Embo. 12 November. Dean MacAskill.  
Mediterranean Gull  (second-winter). Coul Links, Embo. 17 July. Dean 
MacAskill.            
Mediterranean Gull  (second-winter). Brora. 24 September. Dean MacAskill.            
Black Tern  (juvenile). Brora. 14 September. Dean MacAskill. 
Long-tailed Skua  (2 juveniles). Brora. 18 September. Dean MacAskill.  
Long-tailed Skua  (juvenile). Dornoch. 23 September. Dean MacAskill.  
White -billed Diver  (adult). Brora. 11 April. Peter Stronach.  
White -billed Diver  (deceased adult). Helmsdale. 4 November. Bev Forbes, per 
Recorder.       Images posted on North Sutherland Facebook group. 
,ÅÁÃÈȭÓ 0ÅÔÒÅÌ (3). Allanfearn/Alturlie. 21 October. Jon & Kate Clarke.     Video. 
Balearic Shearwater (adult). Tarbat Ness. 5 September. Dean MacAskill. 
Balearic Shearwater . Brora. 10 September. Dean MacAskill. 
Balearic Shearwater . Helmsdale. 17 September. Peter Stronach. 
Balearic Shearwater . Brora. 18 September. Dean MacAskill. 
Hobby  (adult). Gruinard Bay, Wester Ross. 15 June. John Poyner & David Lindo. 
Glossy Ibis (2 sub-adults). Sleat, Skye. 16 October. Karen MacAskill & Bob 
McMillan. 
Glossy Ibis. Kessock Bridge, Inverness. 7 December. Tim Meredith. Field sketch. 
Great White Egret  (adult). Roshven, Lochailort, Arisaig. 12-30 October. Andrew 
Dacre, Ian MacKinnon, Ronnie Dyer et al.         Same bird as at Arisaig below. 
Great White Egret  (adult). Arisaig. 12 October. Ian MacKinnon.  
Great White Egret  (adult). Skibo, Sutherland. 15 October-30 November. Dean 
MacAskill.  
Great White Egret  (adult). Kinbrace, Sutherland. 29 November-19 December. 
Norrie Russell.  
Great White Egret  (adult). Fodderty, near Dingwall. 8 December-January 
2024. Mike Thompson & Simon Cohen, per Recorder.    
 
Honey-buzzard . Smithton, Inverness. 30 September. James Gordon. 
Hobby  (adult). Achavandra Muir, Sutherland. 2 September. Dean MacAskill. 
Golden Oriole  (deceased adult female). Brora. 14 May. Jane Wilson & Jort 
Brough.  



                                                                 

13 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

Great White Egret  (adult). Dyke, Sutherland. 11 December. Paul Turner. 
  Probably same bird as at Kinbrace above. 
Honey-buzzard (adult male). Achavandra Muir, Sutherland. 2 September. 
Dean MacAskill.  
Honey-buzzard . Smithton, Inverness. 30 September. James Gordon. 
Hobby  (adult). Achavandra Muir, Sutherland. 2 September. Dean MacAskill. 
Golden Oriole  (deceased adult female). Brora. 14 May. Jane Wilson & Jort 
Brough.  
        Wing of deceased bird picked up in garden; probably taken by Sparrowhawk 
Red-backed Shrike  (male). Whitebridge, east Inverness-shire. 14 June. Mark 
Hindley 
Continental Coal Tit (ssp. ater). Coul Links, Embo. 29 October. Dean MacAskill. 
Continental Coal Tit (ssp. ater). Tarbat Ness. 29 October. Peter Stronach. 
Siberian Chiffchaff  (ssp. tristis). Hilton of Cadboll, Easter Ross. 6 January-6 
March. Emma Adam & Peter Stronach.           Video footage also. 
Siberian Chiffchaff  (ssp. tristis). Ardmair campsite, Wester Ross. 31 October. 
Andy Williams. Accepted as showing characters of tristis. 
Icterine Warbler (adult). Melvich, Sutherland. 3 June. Graham Crittenden. 
Icterine Warbler (adult). Strathy, Sutherland. 13-16 June. Harry Richardson, 
per Recorder.  Video posted to Twitter. 
Firecrest (male). Laide, Wester Ross. 11 November. Kevin Hartwell. 
Yellow Wagtail (ssp. flavissima, adult). River Shiel, Acharacle. 10-11 April. 
Sandy McNeil.  
Yellow Wagtail (ssp. flavissima, adult male). Balnakeil. 6 May. Peter Stronach. 
Yellow Wagtail (ssp. flava, second-calendar-year male). Balnakeil. 19 May. 
Peter Stronach & Scott Wotherspoon. 
Yellow Wagtail (first -winter). Balnakeil. 10 September. Rob Hughes & Nina 
/ȭ(ÁÎÌÏÎȢ 
2ÉÃÈÁÒÄȭÓ 0ÉÐÉÔ. Kilmory, Isle of Rum. 4 November. Sean Morris.  
       Sound recording and sonograph also included. 
Water Pipit . Dornoch Point. 28 November-5 December. Dean MacAskill & Al 
McNee. 
Scandinavian Rock Pipit  (ssp. littoralis, 1 & 3). Dornoch & Brora. 7-25 March. 
Dean MacAskill. 
Common Rosefinch (male). Muir of Ord. 7-14 July. Geoff Crook. 

HRC records not proven for 2023 : 
Taiga Bean Goose (adult) . Loch Fleet hide, Sutherland. 15 October. 
Bean Goose Tundra(?) (15 adults). Carr Road, Dulnain Bridge. 29 October. 
Smew (2 drakes). Loch Tarff, Inverness-shire. 5 December. 
Little Ringed Plover (4). Kilchoan, Acharacle, Lochaber. 12 July. 
Spotted Redshank. Applecross Bay. 16 May.  
Bittern. Loch Shin, Lairg. 31 December. 
White Stork (adult). Garvie Bay, Wester Ross. 2 April. 
Great White Egret. Balblair, Easter Ross. 2 November. 
Rough-legged Buzzard (adult). Near Whitebridge, Inverness. 21 January.  
Hobby (adult). Insh Marshes, Badenoch. 26 September. 
Spotted Flycatcher (adult) . Strath Dearn, east Inverness-shire. 7 April .                           
        Assessed due to exceptionally early date. 
Scottish Crossbill (pair & 2 juveniles). Abernethy Forest, Strathspey. 20 May. 
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Species and [notable subspecies]  for which HRC requires 
descriptions, as at January  2025:  
[Dark-bellied Brent Goose]   White Stork  
Snow Goose     [Continental Cormorant]  
Taiga Bean Goose    Glossy Ibis 
Tundra Bean Goose    Spoonbill  
White-fronted Goose (European race)   Bittern   
"Å×ÉÃËȭÓ 3×ÁÎ      Honey-buzzard (except   breeding) 
Egyptian Goose    Rough-legged Buzzard 
Garganey (eclipse male, lone female  Wryneck 
                                  & juv. only)                                 Hobby (except breeding) 
American Wigeon     Ring-necked Parakeet 
Green-winged Teal     Red-backed Shrike 
Ring-necked Duck    Great Grey Shrike  
Surf Scoter     Golden Oriole   
Ruddy Duck     Chough 
Smew      Willow Tit  
Nightjar                                                                         Bearded Tit   
Turtle Dove     Shore Lark 
Spotted Crake                                 0ÁÌÌÁÓȭÓ 7ÁÒÂÌÅÒ 
Great Crested Grebe (except Moray Firth) Reed Warbler 
Red-necked Grebe    Icterine Warbler  
Black-necked Grebe    Barred Warbler  
Avocet      [Siberian Chiffchaff] 
American Golden Plover    Firecrest  
Little Ringed Plover     Rose-coloured Starling  (except adult- 
4ÅÍÍÉÎÃËȭÓ 3ÔÉÎÔ    plumaged birds) 
Buff -breasted Sandpiper    Bluethroat  
Pectoral Sandpiper     Red-breasted Flycatcher  
Red-necked Phalarope    Yellow Wagtail (^) 
Grey Phalarope    2ÉÃÈÁÒÄȭÓ 0ÉÐÉÔ 
Spotted Redshank    Olive-backed Pipit 
3ÁÂÉÎÅȭÓ 'ÕÌÌ     Water Pipit 
Mediterranean Gull (immatures only)  [Scandinavian Rock Pipit] (except 
Ring-billed Gull     coast north of Tarbat Ness) 
ɍ+ÕÍÌÉÅÎȭÓ Gull] Common Rosefinch 
Roseate Tern     Parrot Crossbill (*) 
Black Tern Scottish Crossbill (**)  
Long-tailed Skua (juv. & imm. only) Lapland Bunting 
White -billed Diver     Corn Bunting (except core breeding area          
,ÅÁÃÈȭÓ 0ÅÔÒÅÌ ɉ)ÎÎÅÒ -ÏÒÁÙ &ÉÒÔÈ ÏÎÌÙɊ east of Inverness) 
Balearic Shearwater    Little Bunting   
 
Bold  species delegated by SBRC                            
* SBRC species for Sutherland, Lochaber, Skye & Lochalsh [Sonagrams required] 
** [Sonagrams required. Submissions currently pended, awaiting clarification of 
identification criteria]  
^ all races, excluding BBRC ssp. 
 
The only changes from 2024 are that Great White Egret is removed from list and Marsh 
Warbler ÁÎÄ "ÌÙÔÈȭÓ 2ÅÅÄ 7ÁÒÂÌÅÒ ÁÒÅ ÒÅÉÎÓÔÁÔÅÄȟ ÃÏÒÒÅÃÔÌÙȟ ÉÎ 3"2# ÌÉÓÔȢ                                                                                         
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Please note that no records of species which require consideration by HRC  

will be published in the Highland Bird Report  unless backed up by an 
accepted description . Note that t he HRC description list is revised annually.  
 

Rare Breeding Birds Panel (RBBP): 2022 summary  
 
An annual report on rare breeding birds in the UK is published by RBBP in British 
Birds. As well as records submitted through the County Records system, it includes 
additional information such as that obtained from Raptor Study Groups, Wildlife 
and Countryside Act Schedule 1 Licence Returns and individual records submitted 
privately, and so it may be regarded as the definitive record of rare breeding birds. 
 
Every effort is made to ensure consistency between the Breeding sub-sections for 

rare breeding birds in the systematic list in our Highland Bird Report and what is 

published in the RBBP report for the year. However, as our publication date 

precedes that of the RBBP report, any inconsistencies between the reports are not 

published until our next report. We detail below RBBP figures which differ from 

those given in Highland Bird Report for 2022. As might be expected, for the reasons 

given in the paragraph above, all or some of the RBBP numbers quoted below for 

most species are larger than the equivalent numbers in our reports. In those 

instances where this is not the case, the Highland Bird Report figures are indicated 

in brackets. These mostly relate to birds of prey and it appears that the RBBP  

figures are incorrect, so they have been highlighted to the Panel, for correction. 

3ÐÅÃÉÅÓ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÆÏÌÌÏ×Ó ÔÈÁÔ ÕÓÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÌÅÖÁÎÔ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ Highland Bird Report. 

Whooper Swan: Two sites: two probable breeding pairs. (HBR: one pair on 23 

May and 7 June, also feral pairs at two sites on single dates.)  

Shoveler : two sites, estimated 13 total pairs. 

Wigeon : 13 sites, nine confirmed pairs, estimated 57 total pairs. 

Ring-necked Duck: an agitated pair on 22 June, not seen subsequently. (HBR: 

pair also seen at this site on 30 June but not subsequently.)  

Common Scoter: four sites, five confirmed pairs, 19 total pairs. 

Goldeneye: 23 confirmed pairs, 48 total pairs. (HBR: 24 confirmed pairs, 50 

probable pairs.)  

Red-breasted  Merganser : seven confirmed pairs, 49 total pairs, estimated 70 

total pairs. 

Capercaillie : 37 leks, 143 males. 

Corncrake : seven singing males on mainland. 

Spotted Crake: no breeding records. (HBR: A bird calling at a previously 

known site on Skye on 29 April.)  
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Slavonian  Grebe: 15 sites. 

Dotterel : nine sites, 4 confirmed pairs, 21 total pairs. 

4ÅÍÍÉÎÃËȭÓ Stint : two pairs probably bred and a single bird was present in 

suitable habitat at another site on 7 June. 

Green Sandpiper : six sites, five probable pairs and one singing male.   

Wood Sandpiper : 19 sites, four confirmed pairs, 39 total pairs. 

Greenshank : 62 total pairs. 

Little Tern : three sites, eight confirmed pairs, 17 young fledged. 

Arctic Skua : 27 apparently occupied territories at one site (Handa) but no young 

fledged. 

Red-throated Diver:  14 confirmed pairs, 35 total pairs. 

Black-throated Diver : six confirmed pairs, 24 total pairs. 

Osprey: 74 confirmed pairs., 110 young fledged. (HBR: 128+ young fledged.)  

Golden Eagle: 56 confirmed pairs, 116 total pairs, 38 young fledged. (HBR: 60 

confirmed pairs, 117 total pairs, 36 young fledged.)  

Goshawk: 11 confirmed pairs. 

Hen Harrier : 28 confirmed pairs, 49 young fledged.  

White -tailed Eagle : 59 confirmed pairs, 34 young fledged. 

Long-eared Owl : eight confirmed pairs, nine total pairs, estimated 100 total pairs. 

Short -eared Owl:  four total pairs. 

Merlin : 11 confirmed pairs, 30 total pairs. 

Peregrine Falcon:  21 confirmed pairs, 52 total pairs, estimated 90 total pairs. 

Crested Tit : 4 confirmed pairs, 24 total pairs. 

Redwing : 16 sites: two confirmed breeding pairs, three probable breeding pairs, 

one possible breeding pairs and 11 singing males. (HBR: 18 sites) 

Snow Bunting: Cairngorms: two confirmed breeding pairs, nine probable 

breeding pairs, two possible breeding pairs and two singing males, West 

Highlands: one probable breeding pair, one possible breeding pair and two singing 

males. (HBR: Outside Cairngorms: pairs on Beinn Eighe and Ben Nevis, 

possible breeding (singles) at five other sites.)  

Reference: 

Eaton, M. & the Rare Breeding Birds Panel. Rare Breeding Birds in the UK in 

2022; British Birds 117, 591-656. 
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Addendum to 2011 HBR 

Page 36: The RossȭÓ 'ÏÏÓÅ (Anser rossii) records, previously accepted as Category 

D, have been reassessed and are now accepted as Category A, i.e. as wild birds. 

Errat um and Addenda to  2022 HBR 
 
Page 72: The statement in the status caption that Great Crested Grebe has bred 
was erroneous, and it was so in all Reports between 2007 and 2021. The species 
seems to have bred in virtually all mainland regions except Highland and the 
nearest records have been in Moray & Nairn and Aberdeenshire. 
 
Page 110:  
Long-tailed Skua: Three juveniles were at Greenstone Point on 26 September.  
 
Pages 117-118:  A number of records were belatedly accepted, as follows: 
#ÏÒÙȭÓ 3ÈÅÁÒ×ÁÔÅÒ. One at Chanonry Point on 30 August, three at Tarbat Ness on 
3 September and one at Helmsdale on 4 September.  
Great Shearwater. The tideline corpse was found at #ÌÁÄÁÃÈ Áȭ'ÈÌÉÎÎÈÅȟ %ÌÇÏÌȢ ÏÎ 
21 July (not 12th), nine were at Helmsdale on 5 September and eight were at Tarbat 
Ness on 3 September. 
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Highland weather in 202 3 
 
This information was gleaned from the Met Office website and its weather maps 
for the Highland region. The analysis relates to long-term means in this area for 
the period 1991ɀ2020. Following last yearȭÓ warmest year in the UK since 1884, 
2023 was the second warmest.  Mean temperatures in Highland were between 0.2 
and 0.50C warmer than the long-term average in the north, and 0.5 and 10C 
warmer in the south of the region. Rainfall was slightly higher than average 
around the Moray Firth, but somewhat lower in north  Skye and most of the west 
mainland. Apart from in Badenoch & Strathspey, it was 5-10% sunnier than 
normal, and even more so in Wester Ross.  
 
January The mean temperature throughout Highland matched the January long-
term average, with the lowest temperature of -100C recorded at Drumnadrochit 
on the 19th. As in 2022, it was a dull month in all but a few pockets in the east and 
large parts of the west coast and islands experienced less than 70% of average 
hours of sunshine. Rainfall mostly matched the long-term average, although Loch 
Glascarnoch in Ross-shire saw 34cm of snow on the 18-19th.  
 
February  High pressure for most of February brought mean temperatures to 
around 20C warmer than average for all of Highland. The settled pattern was 
temporarily disrupted by Storm Otto, which gusted to 122mph on Cairn Gorm 
summit on the 17th. It remained dull, with normal or below average rainfall, in 
most of the region. The exception was the north-west, which had the usual hours 
of sunshine, but a 46mm downpour at Cassley on the 2nd.  
 
March  Mean temperatures in March were at least 0.50C colder than the long-term 
average over all of Highland, and 1.5-2.5 colder in areas north of Inverness. 
Altnaharra was the coldest place on 9 March with -160C. Unlike southern England, 
which experienced an extremely wet and dull month, Highland had largely normal 
rainfall and hours of sunshine. Parts of the west mainland were up 50% drier than 
normal and Lochaber was somewhat sunnier.  
    
April Mean temperatures in April were largely in line with the long-term average. 
Lochaber, Lochalsh and Skye were the only areas to be 0.5-1.50C warmer than 
normal. Conversely it was drier in most areas, except Skye and Lochaber, and also 
sunnier, except in parts of Badenoch & Strathspey. Wester Ross and Sutherland 
had up to 50% more hours of sunshine than normal. 
 
May Highland was uniformly warmer than the long-term average for May, by 0.5-
1.50C, and more so in the south. It was also drier, with less than a third of the long-
term average rainfall in large parts of Lochaber, Lochalsh and Wester Ross. 
However, hours of sunshine matched the average throughout the region.  
 
June The warmest June in the UK since recording began in 1884 brought mean 
temperatures to at least 2.50C above the long-term average everywhere in 
Highland, and more than 3.50C above average in Lochalsh. All parts experienced 
at least 50% more sunshine, while most of Ross-shire, Lochalsh and western  
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Sutherland had 70% more. Rainfall levels were normal, or up to 50% lower in 
Badenoch & Strathspey and patches of Skye and the north-west coast.  
 
July In contrast to June, July was an unsettled month, although Highland mean 
temperatures were around the long-term average, or 10C cooler, mainly in the 
eastern half. Most of Highland had normal amounts of sunshine, apart from NW 
Sutherland and Badenoch & Strathspey, which had below average. It was generally 
wetter, and the Sutherland-Ross-shire and Badenoch-Lochaber boundary areas 
experienced nearly twice the normal rainfall. 
 
August Another unsettled month, dominated by low pressure, raised mean 
temperatures in Highland from Skye southwards by 0.5-1.50C above the long-term 
average, whilst leaving most northwards areas in normal temperatures. Rainfall 
amounts were largely normal, apart from pockets of slightly wetter weather in 
north Sutherland, Inverness-shire and Skye, and slightly drier in Lochalsh. Hours 
of sunshine were also mostly normal, but slightly reduced in Lochaber, Badenoch 
& Strathspey and part of Sutherland. 
 
September  An early September heatwave in England was reflected to a lesser 
degree throughout Highland, where mean temperatures were 0.5-1.50C warmer 
than the long-term average, and higher in the extreme south. It was also about 
20% sunnier in most of Highland, and more so in Ross-shire, but increased rainfall 
affected the region from Skye southwards and in coastal parts of the north-west.  
 
October  Highland was different  from most of the rest of the UK in October in that  
mean temperatures and hours of sunshine matched the long-term average. Even 
the amounts of rainfall were normal in most of the western half of the region. 
However, the wettest two-day period on record in Scotland on the 6-7th brought 
severe flood warnings to parts of Aviemore and, later in the month, Storm Babet, 
which caused exceptional flood damage in eastern Scotland, impacted the eastern 
seaboard of Highland to a lesser degree. 
 
November  Incursions of colder air in November reduced mean temperatures 
throughout Highland to 0.5 to 1.50C below the long-term average and Altnaharra 
recorded -7.10C on the 16th. Regarding sunshine, the region was divided, with the 
area from Skye northwards having up to 50% more than average, and more in 
Wester Ross, while the south-east had up to 50% less. Most areas, apart from 
around the Moray Firth, experienced 25-50% lower the normal rainfall.  
  
December  The mean temperature in December was similar  to the long-term 
average, with rainfall and hours of sunshine equal to or slightly above the long-
term average.  
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Review of the ornithological year 20 23 
 
It was an exceptional year for both rarities and breeding birds in Highland.  
Although the species total of 244 only equaled the past ten-year average, an 
additional 15 subspecies were recorded. American Herring Gull, Brown Booby and 
Ovenbird were new species for Highland and Steppe Grey Shrike and Northern 
Treecreeper were new subspecies, although a previously accepted record of the 
latter appears not to have been assessed by any records panel. Other notable 
rarities were Harlequin Duck, !ÌÐÉÎÅ 3×ÉÆÔȟ 3ÔÏÎÅ #ÕÒÌÅ×ȟ "ÏÎÁÐÁÒÔÅȭÓ 'ÕÌÌ ɉtwo 
records), White-winged Black Tern, Glossy Ibis (two records), Bee-eater, Golden 
Oriole, Short-toed Lark, Citrine Wagtailȟ 2ÉÃÈÁÒÄȭÓ 0ÉÐÉÔ and North American 
Canada Goose of one of the rare subspecies interior  or parvipes. There were six 
ÒÅÃÏÒÄÓ ÏÆ #ÏÒÙȭÓ 3ÈÅÁÒ×ÁÔÅÒ and a peak count of 428 Sooty Shearwaters but the 
only record of Great Shearwater was, unusually a January bird. In a remarkable 
change of status there were 51 records of Great White Egret and although the 
actual number of individuals will be much less, claims will no longer need a 
description from 2025 - as recently as 2005 the species was sufficiently rare that 
claims were assessed by the British Birds Rarities Committee. There was a good 
autumn influx of Waxwings but only a single record of Pochard. 
 
Perhaps the most remarkable occurrence in 2023 was the apparent successful 
breeding of a mixed pair of Pallid Harrier (male) and Hen Harrier (female), 
although chicks of that nest were found by DNA testing not to be first-generation 
hybrids. Another mixed pair, Great Northern and Black-throated Divers, 
summered but there was no evidence of breeding. Nuthatches continued to spread 
and a small colony of Hawfinches, probably breeding, was found. Fieldfares also 
probably bred, 4ÅÍÍÉÎÃËȭÓ 3ÔÉÎÔÓ laid eggs and it was a bumper year for breeding 
Wood Sandpipers. Seabirds enjoyed mixed fortunes but Fulmars continued to 
decline. 
 
A few species which are usually recorded annually in Highland failed to put in an 
appearance in 2023:  Snow Goose, American Wigeon, King Eider, Rough-legged 
Buzzard, Red-necked Grebe, Turtle Dove and Rose-coloured Starling. 
 

 
An early start to birding  at Fort George. ©  Jon Clarke. 
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Sutherland  
by Bob Swann 
 

Winter: Over-wintering Water Pipits  remained at Dornoch Point at the start of 
the year, with at least two present up to 20 January. Two Surf Scoters were 
located off Embo between 20 and 30 January. Stretching the Sutherland boundary 
a bit, a winter Great Shearwater  seen in the Minch 32 miles NE of Rona on 24 
January is worthy of note. Coming from the opposite direction a Little Auk  was at 
Loch Inchard on 29 January. February did not produce much in the way of notable 
sightings, but Dornoch Point did record its highest winter Snow Bunting  count 
with 50 on the 6th.  
 
Spring: Early March saw some large aggregations of Skylark,  with 210 at Dornoch 
Point on 8 March and about 400 at Brora river-mouth four days later. On 21 March, 
amongst the goose flocks in the Loch Fleet area, a Greenland White -fronted 
Goose was found along with two European White -fronted Geese. On 25 March 
Little Gull  numbers peaked at 30 at Brora river-mouth and three Scandinavian 
Rock Pipits , moulting into summer plumage, were also present. On the same date 
a Great Grey Shrike  at Lubcroy, Strath Oykel was a good find. On 2 April a high 
count of 14 Grey Plover  was present at Dornoch Point. Off Brora, 11 March 
produced yet another spring White -billed Diver . Four Stock Doves near Lairg on 
20 April were less expected and may be indicative of range expansion. Spring 
sightings of Hawfinch  appear to be becoming more regular, so single birds at 
Melness on 22 April and Tongue on 26 April were perhaps to be expected. Tongue 
also hosted a Black Redstart  on 23 April. Two unexpected records from the 
north-west were three Cranes at Loch Assynt on 24 April and a Nuthatch  at 
Scourie on 30 April. Migration continued into May, with a Green Sandpiper  at 
Loch Fleet on 3 May, a Hoopoe at Gordonbush also on 4 May, with presumably the 
same bird near Kinbrace four days later, a flavissima  Yellow Wagtail  at Balnakeil 
on 6 May, a Hawfinch  at Talmine on 10 May, a Citrine Wagtail  at Balnakeil from 
13-15 May, another Yellow Wagtail , but this time a flava , also at Balnakeil on 19 
May and finally the wing of a predated Golden Oriole in a garden at Brora on 14 
May. Over the same period there was a small influx of Little Ringed Plovers,  with 
singles at Balnakeil on 6 May, the Mound, Loch Fleet on 7-14 May and Dornoch on 
10-14 May. Other waders of note were a Little Stint  at Dornoch Point on 10-14 
May and Ruff at Balnakeil on 13 and 30 May. A drake Green-winged Teal  was a 
nice surprise at Dalchork, Loch Shin on 21 May and a Bee-eater  was a good find 
at Helmsdale on 28 May. 
 
Summer/Breeding: Three Red-necked Phalarope s were present at a site in SE 
Sutherland in May and, later in the summer, two 4ÅÍÍÉÎÃËȭÓ 3ÔÉÎÔÓ were present 
at another confidential Sutherland site. Thirteen new Wood Sandpiper  sites were 
found, additional to the 11 regular sites. During May also, Tree Sparrows  were 
proven to be breeding at Durness. An Icterine Warbler  was singing at Melvich on 
3 June and was subsequently reported at Strathy from 13 until 16 June. At 
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Dalhalvaig, Strath Halladale a Lesser Whitethroat  was singing on 14 June. A 
bizarre record on 26 June involved a Sooty Shearwater  reported from an inshore 
location near Loch Croispol. In July a single Brent Goose was found summering 
on Dornoch Point. Both Shoveler  and Gadwall  were found with broods at 
Balnakeil during the month. Signs of birds starting to move came with a 
Mediterranean Gull  at Coul Links on 17 July, a Long-tailed Skua  off Brora on 23 
July and single Curlew Sandpipers  at Brora on 29 July and Strathy Pools on 30 
July. A Harlequin Duck  photographed at Loch Fleet on 5 August was a real 
surprise, but unfortunately only lingered until next day. Interesting seabird 
movements comprised a single #ÏÒÙȭÓ 3ÈÅÁÒ×ÁÔÅÒ off Brora on 17 August, 
followed by six near Helmsdale on 18 August. Next day, 21 Sooty Shearwaters  
were counted from Helmsdale and a juvenile Long-tailed Skua  was seen off 
Dornoch Point. Passerine movements included a single Pied Flycatcher  at 
Balchrick, Sutherland on 27-28 August. 
 
Autumn: A good raptor day at Achavandra Muir was 2 September, when both a 
Honey Buzzard  and a Hobby  were recorded. On 8 September 1160 Greylag 
Geese were counted at Loch Fleet, an indication of how large the local resident 
population of SE Sutherland currently is. Off Brora, a single Balearic Shearwater  
was observed on 10 September, whilst on 14 September there was a juvenile 
Black Tern . On 18 September, two juvenile Long-tailed Skuas  were off Dornoch 
plus another Balearic Shearwater , whilst on same date two Balearics were also 
recorded off Helmsdale. On 23 September, another juvenile Long-tailed Skua  was 
off Dornoch and a Mediterranean Gull  was at Brora. Migrant passerines were 
particularly scarce in September, but single Lesser Whitethroats  were present at 
Balnakeil on 23 September and further down the coast at Sheigra on 30 
September. Seabirds were on the move on 3 October, with a 3ÁÂÉÎÅȭÓ 'ÕÌÌ, six 
Pomarine Skuas  and 86 Sooty Shearwaters  off Strathy Point, and another 
3ÁÂÉÎÅȭÓ 'ÕÌÌ ÁÔ 2ÕÂÈÁ Áȭ -ÈÉÌÌ 'ÌÁÉÓe, Sheigra on the same day. A Yellow -browed 
Warbler  at Melvich on 7 October was the only record of this species for 2023. A 
Green Woodpecker  at Dornoch on 8 October was an excellent Sutherland record. 
On 13 October a Hoopoe was found near Durness. From 15 October to 30 
November a Great White Egret  was present at Skibo. On 17 October 120 
Barnacle Geese, probably from the Svalbard population, were at Dornoch. There 
was a good movement of Pomarine Skuas  on 18 October, with 11 passing Brora. 
On 21 October two Hawfinches  were found during a storm at Rogart. On 23 
October a late Ruff and a Ȭ.ÏÒÔÈ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎȭ Canada Goose of either the interior or 
parvipes race ×ÅÒÅ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÁÔ "ÁÌÎÁËÅÉÌȢ /Î ςφ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ Á ȰÎÏÒÔÈÅÒÎȱ "ÕÌÌÆÉÎÃÈ 
was trapped and ringed at Melvich. On 2 November 50 Waxwings were present 
in Golspie, part of a big eruption. Great Grey Shrikes were recorded at Strath of 
Kildonan on 4 November and Loch Loyal on 28 November. A Grey Phalarope  was 
off Dornoch Point on 12 November and during early November storms a dead 
White -billed Diver  was washed ashore near Helmsdale.  
 
Early Winter:  During November into early December, two adult male Surf 
Scoters were present off Dornoch and a female was seen on 11 November. A 
Water Pipit  was back at Dornoch Point from 28 November until 5 December, 
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whilst from 29 November until 19 December a single Great White Egret  was 
reported between Kinbrace and Dyke. 
 
 

Ross-shire  
by Pete Gordon 
 
Winter:  At least one birder was active on the 1st of January but a couple of 
Gannets and 50 Golden Plovers  at Tarbat Ness were the only records of note. 
Next day, the overwintering Green-winged  Teal was picked out amongst 750 
Teals at Tain, where it remained, with incursions to nearby Loch Eye, until 7 
March. A Chiffchaff  was found at Avoch on 3rd and another at Hilton of Cadboll, 
seen between 11 January into March, was of the Siberian race tristis. Five 
Blackcaps were also found in this district before any migrants arrived. A Lesser 
Black-backed Gull was noted on 2nd, at the somewhat unusual location of 
Achnasheen and a Kingfisher  ÂÒÉÇÈÔÅÎÅÄ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅȭÓ ÄÁÙ ÁÔ 5ÄÁÌÅ "ÁÙ ÏÎ τ 
January. Although Starlings remain widespread, large flocks are a thing of the past 
and a paltry 500 at Shandwick on 7th was the maximum count. Although probably 
a winter resident, the Viking Gull (Glaucous x Herring Gull) at Ullapool was 
reported only on 9 January ɀ its similarity to an adult Glaucous Gull is a test of 
identification prowess! On 15 January flocks of 210 Fieldfares  at Killen and 300 
Skylarks  at Tarbat Ness were the largest of the period. Also, on that date the first 
Skylark song was heard, at Upper Knockban. Counting flocks is a staple of January 
birding and 23 Long-tailed Tits  were noted at Courthill on 25th with 32 
Blackbirds there next day. On 28 January 50 Kittiwakes  and at least 50 Carrion 
Crows were seen at Dingwall. A co-ordinated January count of Red Kites at roost 
sites logged 116 birds in Ross-shire. On 3 February two Glaucous Gulls were 
reported at Ullapool and a Mediterranean Gull  was at nearby Ardmair three days 
later. At Heathmount, near Tain, on 10th 42 Hooded x Carrion Crows  suggest 
that the vast majority of claimed Hooded Crows on the east coast are hybrids ɀ it 
is likely that these species will soon be re-amalgamated. On 12 February 30 
Shovelers were unearthed at Loch Eye and a magnificent 150 Greenfinches  
counted at Rosemarkie, indicating some recovery from trichomonosis to which 
they are particularly susceptible. Next day tallies of 88 Coal Tits, 59 Great Tits  
and 13 Robins  near Tain and 41 House Sparrows  at Kildary were reported. The 
only winter record of Short -eared Owl  was made on 18th at Tarbat Ness, where 
19 Black Guillemots  were seen on 21st. As a non-flocking wader, Woodcock  is 
seriously under-reported and 10 at Morangie Forest on 23rd is the unremarkable 
peak count. Not so Scaup and the 1420 in the Cromarty Firth on 25th was an 
unprecedented count. Next day there were an impressive 2500 Razorbills  at 
Tarbat Ness and a Little Auk  there was the only one of this period. On 26th, 72 
Red-throated Divers  were at that site but 64 Hooded Crows at Heathmount, 
Tain on 28 February are remarkable for an east coast location. 

Spring : Yellowhammers  peaked at 40 on 7 March at Tain and next day a Ring-
necked Duck  was picked out amongst 110 Tufted Ducks  at nearby Loch Eye. Two 
Iceland Gulls  were at Ardmair on 10th and 77 Whooper Swans  were counted at 
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Loans of Fearn on 15 March. Three Mandarin Ducks  were seen at Kiltarlity on 23 
March but the flock of, presumably feral, birds at Garve seems to have 
disappeared. Spring seemingly commenced next day when three Sandwich Terns  
were seen at Tarbat Ness. By contrast, Brent Geese peaked at 40 at Rosemarkie 
on 26th and 801 Kittiwakes  at Tarbat Ness were precisely counted on 31 March. 
A Glaucous Gull was at Ullapool on 2 April and 5000 Pink -footed Geese was the 
peak count at Udale Bay on 6th. That day a singing Blackcap  at Tain Moor 
suggested spring was on its way, as did a count of 50 Puffins  from the Ullapool 
ferry on 7 April. Two Russian White -fronted Geese were identified at Udale Bay 
on 18th and next day the first Greenland Wheatear  was seen at Tarbat Ness. The 
only report of the returning Ruddy Shelduck  was at Dingwall on 22 April. 
Common Scoters peaked at 3940 at Portmahomack on 28th and a couple of 
Hawfinches  were found at Kildary on 30 April. A flock of 30 Whimbrels  at Red 
Point on 1 May was a welcome sight but not so a Mute Swan with suspected avian 
flu at Udale Bay next day. Two Whitethroats  were at Old Shandwick on 3 May 
when a pair of Whooper Swans  displayed at Achanalt, but they did not stay. The 
well-watched Udale Bay delivered an escapee Bar-headed Goose on 5th and a 
Russian White -fronted Goose  next day. Two Little Terns  put in an appearance 
at Alness Bay on 22 May.  

Summer:  No migrants of note were reported in June, when attention turns to 
breeding birds. Dunlin  numbers were at eight-year low at Sallachy with only 46 
territories and 21 territorial Greenshanks were found there. At Invergordon 104 
Common Tern  nests were counted but productivity was low with avian flu rife. 
Three Whooper Swans  put in an unseasonal appearance at Tain on 23rd. A Pied 
Flycatcher  was at Loch Kinellan on 3 July, the returning Common Rosefinch  set 
up territory at Muir of Ord between 7th and 14th July and 500 Starlings  were 
counted at Portmahomack on 16th. Migrant Tree Pipits are under-recorded but 
one was at Evanton on 26 July and two days later 40 Swifts  and 42 Pied Wagtails  
were reported at Dingwall. A summer-plumaged "ÏÎÁÐÁÒÔÅȭÓ 'ÕÌÌ graced 
Ullapool on 31 July.  

Autumn:  The moulting Canada Goose flock at Udale Bay peaked at 300 on 1 
August and 41 Little Grebes  were counted at Loch Eye on 6th. Twenty pairs of 
Ospreys fledged at least 39 chicks and five Honey-buzzard  sites were checked 
but only two singletons seen. Counters at Udale Bay noted 100 Sandwich Terns  
on 12th, 325 Redshanks next day and a couple of Ruffs on 14th, increasing to five 
later that month. The only Little Stint  was at Balintore from 17 August to the 22nd 
and two Curlew Sandpipers  were at Fortrose on 18th. A Brown Booby , the first 
for Highland, was seen by two observers at Tarbat Ness on 18 August and two 
Pied Flycatchers  were there next day. The Ullapool ferry can be good for seeing 
seabirds and 20 Arctic Skuas were logged there on one mid-August crossing. A 
Redstart  near Tain on 22nd was the last Highland record and 11 Ring Ouzels were 
noted on the north Strathfarrar hills next day. Four Ruffs at Red Point on 30th was 
a good west coast sighting. Storm Petrels  are difficult to see from a moving ferry 
so 175 noted on an Ullapool crossing on 2 September were noteworthy. A Little 
Gull was at Chanonry Point on 5th and next day the last Highland Cuckoo was at 
Inver, when a Balearic Shearwater  passed at Tarbat Ness. As in spring there was 
only one report of the Ruddy Shelduck,  at Dingwall on 11 September. 800 Teals 
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were noted at Tain that day, a Glaucous Gull was seen at Ullapool and the only 
east coast Iceland Gull  was at Udale Bay. A ,ÅÁÃÈȭÓ 0ÅÔÒÅÌ was identified from the 
Ullapool ferry on 11th and next day the Viking Gull  was resighted at the harbour. 
43 Little Grebes  were also counted at Loch Eye that day and two Curlew 
Sandpipers  were at Udale Bay. The Ullapool ferry crossing delivered 428 Sooty 
Shearwaters  on 13th and another ,ÅÁÃÈȭÓ 0ÅÔÒÅÌ was seen on 18th. But it was the 
east coast that then produced notable seabirds with #ÏÒÙȭÓ 3ÈÅÁÒ×ÁÔÅÒÓ at Avoch 
on 14th and Chanonry Point next day, 17 Arctic Skuas at Chanonry Point on 15th 
and 1500 Gannets at Tarbat Ness on 28th. Pink -footed Geese arrived mid-month 
with 3500 at North Kessock on 16 September, the last Curlew Sandpiper  was at 
Tain on 26th and there were counts at Portmahomack of 50 House Sparrows  on 
25th and 350 Linnets on 28 September. A Great Crested Grebe at Loch Eye on 3 
October was an unusual (for Highland) inland record and, amongst 262 Tufted 
Ducks, four Pochards  there on 17th was the only Highland record. 34 Long-tailed 
Tits  were counted at Chanonry Point on 3rd and four Brent Geese of the rare dark-
bellied race were at Udale Bay on 11th. A couple of Whimbrels  at Strathcarron that 
day were the last for Highland. Geese are a staple of Highland birdwatching in 
October and 8300 Pink -footed Geese were logged at Udale Bay on 12th with 120 
Barnacle Geese there on 17th and another 300 at Tarbat Ness also on that day. 75 
Goldfinches  charmed one observer at Portmahomack on 15th. Snow Buntings  are 
often seen on our high hills but seldom reported so seven on Ben Wyvis on 17th is 
a welcome record and an unkindness of 25 Ravens was noted at Heights of 
Dochcarty next day. There was a flurry of Grey Phalaropes  with singles at 
Chanonry Point (21-22nd), Tain (22nd) and two at Balintore on 23rd. Two Little 
Gulls were at Chanonry Point on 19 October and up to 33 Black Guil lemots  at 
Portmahomack later in the month. 48 Blackbirds  were at Tarbat Ness on 20 
October, 30 Robins  at Hilton of Cadboll on 22nd and 2 Common Redpolls  at 
Tarbat Ness that day but it was a poor autumn for passerine migrants with no 
Yellow -browed Warblers  at all. Four Blackcaps were at Tarbat Ness on 29th but 
rarity finders had to be content that day with a frosty Northern Treecreeper  and 
a Northern Bullfinch . At Inver on 24th there were 65 Twites  and hunters of rare 
subspecies identified a Ȭ.ÏÒÔÈ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎȭ Canada Goose of either the interior or 
parvipes race at Tarbat Ness next day. 500 Whooper Swans  were noted at Fearn 
on 26 October but 26 Yellowhammers  at Tarbat Ness was a disappointing peak 
count. More welcome were 55 Waxwings  at Ullapool on 30th, 500 Chaffinches at 
Redcastle that day and another 86 Waxwings  at Fortrose on 31st. 
 
Early Winter:  Single Little Auks  were seen at Rosemarkie and Portmahomack 
during the first week of November, a Black Redstart  at Hilton of Cadboll on 2nd 
was the only Highland record of the autumn and 100 Waxwings  were at 
Rosemarkie on 3 November. Flocks of Black-throated Divers  are regular on the 
west coast but 30 at Aultbea on 7 November was a good count. The returning 
Green-winged Teal , re-found at Tain on 8th, remained into 2024. 500 Fieldfares  
were at Eathie Mains on 8 November and 1000 mixed finches at Redcastle held 50 
Bramblings  on 18th. Two Little Gulls  were at Portmahomack on 15 November 
and the last Arctic Skua  of autumn was at Tarbat Ness on 17th.  
The only scarce bird in December was a Great White Egret  near Dingwall on 8th 
ɀ even a couple of years ago it would have seemed remarkable to describe this 
species in such terms ɀ but, surprisingly, no Little Egrets  were seen. More 
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mundane fare were 250 Skylarks  at Hilton of Cadboll on 3 December with 17 
Grey Partridges  there on 8th and 20 Reed Buntings  at Loch Eye on 20 December. 
At Nigg Bay there were 75 Brent Geese and 250 Pintails  on 17th, 1070 Wigeons 
were counted at Tain that day as well as 1450 Knots  at Inver Bay. On the last day 
of the year there was an unusual record of 23 storm-driven Common Scoters on 
Loch Eye. 

 

Inverness District  
by Al McNee 
 

Winter: The year 2023 in Inverness District started well, through the usual 
combination of year-listing enthusiasm and significant counting of waders and 
wildfowl. In the first category and by the end of the first week of the year, 
Kingfisher , Water Rail , Great Crested Grebe and Corn Bunting  had all been 
reported, the latter perhaps most important and encouraging, given its precarious 
position as a breeding species in Highland, but seen in many locations in the east 
of the district throughout the year. In the second category, on 2 January, the 
ÍÏÎÔÈȭÓ ÒÁÒÅÓÔ ÌÏÃÁÌ ÂÉÒÄ, a Green-winged Teal , had been noted at Alturlie and 
this bird was present until spring was imminent. By the middle of January, most 
wader counts had been unspectacular, with only 1100 Knot  catching the eye, but 
goose and duck counts were at solid numbers, including Pink -footed Goose 
totalling 3500 and Wigeon  nearly 1000.  The only significant count of Waxwings  
in Highland during this period was noted at Smithton, with over 40 on 11 January, 
and, next day, about 100 Redwings  were seen at Gollanfield. Just over a week 
later, another good thrush count was made between Wester and Easter Dalziel. 
when 100 Fieldfares  were found. The last 10 days of January ended with 
(ÉÇÈÌÁÎÄȭÓ ÔÏÐ ÃÏÕÎÔÓ ÏÆ Common Crossbills , 55, and of Brambli ngs, 50, both at 
Craigs Phadrig and Dunain, plus 70 Goldfinches  at Milton of Culloden. Into 
February, further sightings of district scarce species were recorded, such as the 
single Shoveler  at Alturlie on the 3rd, a Snow Bunting  in Glen Affric on the 13th, 
a further 15 Bramblings  at Drumnadrochit on the 17th, and the 13 Brent Geese 
at Whiteness on the 27th. Early February brought good counts of Redshank  and 
Dunlin  at Merkinch and Castle Stuart, respectively, with a quiet spell following, 
highlighted by the single Glen Affric Snow Bunting  on the 13th, six Magpies a day 
later at Gollanfield, another record that substantiates the spread of a species that 
used to be very scarce in the district, and a Jack Snipe at Loch Flemington. As 
February concluded, the count of 550 Rooks at Whiteness was notable. 
 
Spring: The 9th day of March saw the first Osprey arriving in the Beauly Firth, a 
herald of the seasons changing. While the presence of over 40 Long-tailed Ducks  
on 17 March at Alturlie could be classed as predictable, the two Gadwalls at 
Bunchrew next day could not, with only a single further record in spring the 
ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÍÏÎÔÈ ÕÎÄÅÒÌÉÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÐÅÃÉÅÓȭ ÓÃÁÒÃÉÔÙȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ ×ÅÒÅ further reports of 
paired Kingfishers  ÌÏÃÁÌÌÙ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÈÉÇÈÅÓÔ ÃÏÕÎÔ ÏÆ ρχπ Siskins  and 20 
more Lesser Redpolls  was recorded at Craig Dunain on the 19th. A day earlier, 
the first Slavonian Grebes were noted at Loch Ruthven and a fine flock of nearly 
50 Black-tailed Godwits  were seen at Bunchrew. A first recorded singing 
Chiffchaff on 22 March, also at Loch Ruthven, was later than expected, something 
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that could be said for the Great Grey Shrike  at Loch Ashie a day later, but perhaps 
this excellent record was of an early-migrating bird. It is normally April that sees 
the first of our genuine African-wintering summer breeders arrive, but Loch Ashie 
was the site for one on 29 March, with a House Martin , after which the other such 
species piled in. Early-ÉÓÈ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ ÒÅÃÏÒÄÓ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ ÔÈÅ ρτÔÈȭÓ %ÒÒÏÇÉÅ 
Redstartȟ ÔÈÅ ρχÔÈȭÓ ,ÏÃÈ 2ÕÔÈÖÅÎ Sedge Warbler  ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ σπÔÈȭÓ 7ÈÉÔÅÂÒÉÄÇÅ 
Spotted Flycatcher . On the other side of the coin, May saw the first recorded 
Grasshopper Warbler  on the 1st and Whitethroat  on the 4th, both at Merkinch, 
where, on the same day, a Garden Warbler  was an exceptional record for this 
location. The six Cuckoos at Loch Knockie on 11 May is certainly worth a mention. 
In this period, there was a good range of less than common birds in Inverness 
District, including the first of two Marsh Harriers  on 4 April at Tomatin, then two 
Common Cranes at Loch Ruthven on 23 April and a fine summer-plumaged Little 
Stint at Alturlie on 22 May, and the first of two district Munro-bagging Dotterels  
on the 28th, in Strathfarrar.    

 
Summer/Breeding: A wide range of species was recorded as having bred 
successfully, some resident and others visitors, and these included Shelduck , 
Mandarin Duck , Teal, Red-breasted Merganser , Red-legged Partridge , Swift , 
Stock Dove, Water Rail , Ringed Plover , Curlew , Little Tern , Red-throated 
Diver , Tawny Owl , Kingfisher , Jay, Crested Tit , Treecreeper , Stonechat, 
Wheatear , and Corn Bunting . This is a combination of breeding species unlikely 
to be matched anywhere else in the United Kingdom. That list excludes Quail, 
Greenshank and Dotterel , all of which very probably also bred successfully.  
Having said that, perhaps the most unlikely single breeding record was of a pair of 
Common Gulls that raised young successfully in a conifer tree in a garden in 
Inverness!  During this period, further interesting sightings were made: a fine male 
Red-backed Shrike  at Whitebridge on 14 June; a Brent Goose at Fort George on 
6 July; and 45 Swifts at Smithton on 28 July. As we headed for autumn, a Pomarine 
Skua at Fort George and a Pectoral Sandpiper  at Allanfearn were logged in early 
August, the latter a truly rare district species. Waders can peak at this time and 
include scarcer species, among which were the single Ruff in early August, plus 71 
Ringed Plovers  and 400 Oystercatchers , all at Whiteness, with 130 Sanderling  
and 200 Lapwing  at Alturlie also noted. Offshore hereabouts, at least 70 
Razorbills  were enjoying good feeding. Wildfowl sightings around this time 
included a female Garganey at Fort George and seven Gadwall  at Alturlie , a locally 
high count. By mid-month, a second Little Stint  had been seen on the 17th, this 
time at Whiteness, where the 30th saw an exceptional five juveniles. Coastal 
ÒÅÃÏÒÄÓ ÉÎÅÖÉÔÁÂÌÙ ÄÏÍÉÎÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ !ÕÇÕÓÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ρωÔÈȭÓ flock of 19 Whimbrel  at 
Fort George and a single Kingfisher  at Ardersier on the 29th underline that, but 
anywhere can turn up good records, as the lucky observer in the Strathfarrar hills 
surely felt on seeing 11 Ring Ouzels on 23 August. 
 
Autumn:  Three days into the season, 50 Sand Martins  gathered at Dochgarroch 
around the same number of Carrion Crows . Two days later, Teal, Redshank  and 
Knot  had gathered in big numbers at Milton of Culloden. On 13 September, 38 
Goosanders were noted at Seafield, and 600 Pink -footed Geese were present at 
Ardersier. Final warbler sightings for the year included a Whitethroat  at Carse of 
Ardersier on the 15th, then Spotted Flycatcher  at Kirkhill and Wood Warbler  at 
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Culloden House on the following day, the latter a bird seldom reported in the 
district. Also on the 16th, 650 Starlings  roosted at UHI, Inverness, with 25 Black-
tailed Godwits  ÁÔ !ÒÄÅÒÓÉÅÒ ÎÅØÔ ÄÁÙȢ 4ÈÅ ÍÏÎÔÈȭÓ ÅØÃÅÌÌÅÎÔ ÓÉÇÈÔÉÎÇÓ ÃÏÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ 
with a further two , a juvenile Curlew Sandpiper  at Whiteness and a Honey 
Buzzard  over Smithton. With autumn in full swing, it was no surprise to see 
thrush numbers building up, but the 200 Mistle Thrushes  and 2000 Redwings  in 
Strath Dearn on 9 October were exceptional totals, somewhat dwarfing in scale 
the single Brambling  and final Willow Warbler  there! Loch Flemington hosted 
18 Snipe on the 15th beside six Jack Snipes, the latter another exceptional figure 
for the district. Two days later, a Great Crested Grebe on Loch Ashie was at a far-
from-usual location for this scarce species. The rush of notable sightings at this 
time continued with a Little Auk , Grey Phalarope  and ,ÅÁÃÈȭÓ 0ÅÔÒÅÌ, all in 
Ardersier Bay in the third week, with both Brent Geese and a Short -eared Owl  
around at this time, a remarkable suite of birds. An Inverness location had a 
Hawfinch  during the final week of October, a bird that had first been noted there 
nearly three weeks earlier. November began well, with a very rare species for the 
district , Firecrest , sighted in Fort Augustus and a Great Crested Grebe in the 
Beauly Firth. Two Velvet Scoters were spotted on 11 November off Alturlie , a far 
from regular location.  Raptors featured well in Strath Dearn in early November, 
with 25 Buzzards on the 7th and a White -tailed Eagle  and 15 Red Kites on the 
15th. A Common Redpoll  was present at Culloden on 21 November. A northern 
Bullfinch  ×ÁÓ ÈÅÁÒÄ ȰÔÒÕÍÐÅÔÉÎÇȱ ÁÔ #ÒÁÉÇ 0ÈÁÄÒÉÇ ÎÅØÔ ÄÁÙȢ 
 
 
Early Winter : After all that excitement, it might have been anticipated that a quiet 
ÒÕÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÅÎÄ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÏÃÃÕÒȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÅÒÔÁÉÎÌÙ ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÈÁÐÐÅÎ. Ardersier was 
again the location for an outstanding species, this time a female Smew on 27 
.ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒȢ 4ÈÅ ÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔȭÓ ÂÅÓÔ ÃÏÕÎÔ ÏÆ Snow Buntings  for some time was made at 
Coignafearn on 5 December, but the rarest sighting was two days later, when a 
single Glossy Ibis was seen from the Kessock Bridge, unfortunately not a bird that 
hung around. On 10 December, 300 Lesser Redpolls  were at Ruthven, an 
outstanding total, although the 60 in Strathfarrar is also worthy of mention. As the 
year drew towards its close, more good sightings were made, not least the Short -
eared Owl  at Beauly on the 19th and another Common Redpoll  at Strath Dearn 
on the 28th.  Hogmanay saw birders still out, noting good numbers of Lapwing , 
Shelduck , Wigeon  and Pink -footed Goose, with a wintering Blackcap  in a 
garden in Culloden concluding an outstanding birding year in Inverness District. 
 
 

Badenoch & Strathspey  
by David Bain 

Winter: On 1 January 80 Siskins were at the Spey Dam; six days later, Bullfinches  
there peaked at 20 birds; 24 were present at Insh Marshes on 23 January. An 
overwintering female Ring-necked Duck  was on Loch Morlich on 7 January, but 
visited other lochs in the district, including Loch Vaa, between 25 February and 4 
May. Balliefurth had 2000 Pink -footed Geese on 9 January, the same day on 
which a very surprising but reliable record came from Drumguish, of a Common 
Sandpiper ! A large flock of Linnets  at Balliemore, Nethy Bridge on 10 January 
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numbered 650 birds while, a month later on 10 February, an even larger flock of 
1000 was at Muckerach, Abernethy. Two Iceland Gulls  were seen at Aviemore on 
12 January, followed by a single at Loch Insh the next day and another single at 
Creag na Sanais, Laggan on 24 January. On 12 January 18 Waxwings  were at 
Aviemore. Blairgorm East near Nethy Bridge had 90 Twite  on 13 January. Three 
Tree Sparrows  were seen at feeders in Nethy Bridge on 19 January, staying for 
several days. A Stonechat was at Balsporran, Drumochter on 20 January while, 
next day, Balliemore near Nethy Bridge had 100 Lesser Redpolls . Loch Insh 
hosted a wintering flock of 27 Canada Geese on 29 January. On 1 February, 250 
Lapwing  were back at Balliefurth, followed by 200 at Insh Marshes on the 18th; 
numbers at Dell of Killiehuntly peaked at 256 on the 25th. On 13 February 13 
Oystercatchers returned to Insh Marshes, increasing to 45 birds on the 18th. Ten 
Great-spotted Woodpeckers  were seen in the Abernethy to Loch Garten area on 
the 15th. The first report of returning  Curlew  came from Loch Garten area on the 
18th; 23 were at Balliefurth on the 20th and 20 at Insh Marshes on the 21st. A 
more impressive inland count of 191 birds came from Carr Road on 22 March. 
Eight Cormorants were at Balavil on 20 February, the same day as the first singing 
Siskin  was heard, in Aviemore. The first report of Dipper  courtship display came 
from Grantown-on-Spey on the 21st. 
 

Spring: The first report of Golden Plover  came from Dell of Killiehuntly on the 
13th when 200 were present. Red-throated Divers  were seen on Lochs Garten, 
Insh and Morlich from the 17th and, next day, the first Sand Martins  were back at 
Loch Insh. Numbers rose to 22 birds on the 22nd, reaching 600 by 12 April. Single 
Chiffchaffs  were in song at Kingussie on the 18th, then at Grantown-on-Spey by 
the 25th. On the 21st 85 Whooper Swans  roosted at Skye of Curr and on the 24th 
a pair of Ringed Plover s were at Dalwhinnie. On the 27th, at a higher elevation, 
the first report of Ring Ouzel came from Creag Dhubh, north of Kingussie. On the 
30th, 92 Whooper  Swans ÒÏÏÓÔÅÄ ÁÔ Á ÈÉÌÌ ÌÏÃÈ ÁÔ !ȭ#ÈÁÏÉÒÎÉÃÈȟ 'ÁÉÃËȠ ÎÅØÔ ÄÁÙȟ 
two Pied Wagtails  at Gaick were exhibiting territorial behaviour.  Single 
Swallows  were reported from Aviemore and Avielochan on 1 April, with another 
at Loch Garten on the 5th. Green Woodpeckers  were calling between Boat of 
Garten and Coylumbridge on the 2nd, the same day on which the first reported 
Willow Warbler, in song, was heard at Loch Garten. On the 4th, 26 Lesser 
Redpolls  were at Auchnagallin, Grantown-on-Spey, Loch Insh had a drake Ring-
necked Duck , while four House Martins  were reported at the Highland Wildlife 
Park. A report of a Mute  Swan on a nest at Boat of Garten, on the 8th, was the first 
in the district. Tree Pipits  were present in Rothiemurchus on the 9th, about the 
usual arrival date. Two Whimbrel s, the first for the year, were at Insh Marshes on 
the 13th. Grantown-on-Spey had three sightings of single Black Redstarts  on the 
16th, two days ahead of the first Redstart  on the 18th, at Loch Garten. The first 
reported Grasshopper Warbler  was at Inshriach Nursery on the 23rd. On the 
29th, six Common Redpolls were seen on Creag Meagaidh. The first Swifts  were 
seen at Kingussie on 2 May. A Little Ringed Plover  was seen at a Badenoch & 
Strathspey site on the 12th and 13th, with two birds present on the 14th and 16th. 
On the 12th 20 Common Sandpipers  were at the Spey Dam. The first and only 
report of Brambling, scarce in the district over the Winter/Spring period, was of 
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a single bird at Nethy Bridge on the 12th. Three Water Rail  were reported at Loch 
an Spioraid, south-east of Nethy Bridge on the 28th. 

Summer/ Breeding:  The first fledged young Greenfinches  were seen at 
Drumguish on the 6 May, then the first Goldeneye broods were noted at 
Bognacruie, Abernethy on 14 May. The first Lapwing  chicks were seen at the Spey 
Dam on the 9th. A singing Garden Warbler  was at Loch Pityoulish on the 10th ɀ 
12th. The first Common Tern  was seen at Grantown-on-Spey on the 11th and 
adults carrying food were seen there on 20 June. Incubating Snipe were noted at 
Nethy Bridge on 15 May. The first Goosander ducklings were seen at Nethy Bridge 
on 20 May. Proven breeding of Ring Ouzel came from the Cairngorms and Creag 
Meagaidh on 25 May. On 2 June, two broods of Wigeon  were at Duthil and three 
broods at Dulnain Bridge. A drake Garganey was with eight Teals on Loch nan 
Cnapan, Carn ban Mor on 3 June, the same day as the first confirmed record of 
Quail  came from Tullochgorum, Boat of Garten. Recently fledged young 
Greenshank were found north of Dalwhinnie on the 3rd. Blackcap  breeding was 
more successful than in recent years, with fledged young seen at eight sites at 
Aviemore between 3 June and 8 August. Singing Lesser Whitethroats  were 
recorded at Torr Alvie on the 3rd and on the 13th at Carrbridge. Seven Dunlin s 
were at the Spey Dam on the 4th, the same day that three Green Sandpipers  were 
in South Badenoch. A pair of Canada Geese was at the Spey Dam with a small 
brood on 4th. A Spotted Flycatcher  carrying food was seen at Loch Garten on the 
6th. On the 12th, a nest with young Greenshank was found near Dulnain Bridge. 
On the 12th, a singing male Short -toed Lark  was recorded at 1180 metres on 
Braeriach. The first fledged young Tree Pipits  were at Aviemore on the 14th. A 
Hoopoe was at Rothiemurchus on the 20th. Successful breeding of Bullfinches  at 
Anagach Woods was proven on the 23rd, but the only evidence of Garden 
Warbler  breeding was a bird carrying food in Abernethy Forest on 29 June. It had 
obviously been a good breeding year for Siskin , as 200 were at Tulloch Moor on 6 
July and 100, mainly juveniles, were at Ballochbuie, Invertromie on the 13th. The 
last report of recently fledged Snipe at Gaick Lodge was on the 8th. Recently 
fledged young Jays were at Drumguish on the 11th. A pair of Curlew s with two 
fledged young was by the River Truim on the18th. Whincha ts, eight juveniles and 
five adults together, were at Drumguish on the 22nd. A post-breeding flock of 13 
Ring Ouzel, mostly juveniles, was noted on Creag Meagaidh on the 28th. The last 
record of Dotterel for the year from this district was a single bird in the 
Cairngorms on 5 August. Sixty Swifts  over Aviemore on the 7th was the highest 
count in district. Two Ringed Plover  chicks were noted at Dalwhinnie on the 8th 
and a brood of recently fledged Moorhen  chicks was seen at Grantown-on-Spey 
on the 10th. On the 11th 52 Canada Geese were at Insh Marshes. A Water Rail  
was seen at Dulnain Bridge on the 14th and the last report of Redstart  came from 
Rothiemurchus on the 15th. Thirty Pied Wagtails  were at Balgowan on the 20th, 
the same date on which the last report of recently fledged Song Thrush chicks 
came from Laggan. Amazingly, newly fledged Blackbirds  were seen there two 
days later. Four Ruff were at Insh Marshes on the 26th. A Nuthatch  was at 
Grantown-on-Spey from the 30th to 9 September and the last report of Golden 
Plover  on high ground came from Carn Ban Mor on the 31st. 
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Autumn: The last sighting of Whinchat  was at Drumguish on 1 September. On the 
8th 28 Goosander were on the River Spey at Grantown-on-Spey, a notable count. 
A Green Woodpecker  was at Carrbridge on the 14th. A hybrid Hen x Pallid 
Harrier was seen at Insh Marshes on 17 September and again at Loch Gynack, near 
Kingussie, on 22 October. On 26 September 70+ Swallows  were at Insh Marshes, 
where six Gadwall were present on the 29th. Eighty Whooper Swans were at 
Mains of Garten on 7 October, with a peak of 110 at Nethy Bridge on the 12th. The 
last record of Swifts came from Invertromie/Ballochbuie on the 9th. On 10 
October 3250 Redwing  ×ÅÒÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÅÄ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÁÎ ÈÏÕÒȭÓ ×ÁÔÃÈ ÁÔ "ÁÌÇÏ×ÁÎȟ 
Laggan, heading west. Dell of Killiehuntly had the last Sand Martin  on the 11th 
and a late Dunlin stopped by until the 12th. Drumguish had a Hoopoe the 
following day. Thirteen Jays were at Loch Pityoulish on the 18th. The last two 
House Martins  were seen at Auchgourish in Strathspey on the 21st. Thirteen 
Ptarmigan  were noted on Bynack Mor on the 23rd and 77 Snow Buntings  were 
on Cairngorm on the 31st. On 1 November, five single Swallows  were seen at Dell 
of Killiehuntly and a Great Grey Shrike  was at Dalnahaitnach from the 7th to 10th, 
being joined by another on the 8th. Twite s were present at Insh Marshes on the 
12th, well inland for this time of year. On the 20th, five Cormorants  roosted at 
Balavil. A flock of 51 Greenfinches  was at Drumguish and another flock of 40 at 
Insh, both on the 20th. Nethy Bridge had a flock of 600 Linnets  on the 30th.  

Early Winter:  a probable wintering female Blackcap  was seen in an Aviemore 
garden, through November until 1 December. Drumguish had 15 Dunnock s on 12 
December. Ten Red Kites were seen near Aviemore on the 14th, the same day as 
a flock of 400 Siskins  was at Loch Pityoulish. On the last day of the year, 21 
Waxwings  were seen at Nethy Bridge. 

 

Lochaber  
by Sean Morris 
 
Winter: On 1 January 106 Canada Geese were counted at Achabeag, and on the 
same day over 14 Woodcock and 64 Kittiwakes  were on Rum. On the following 
day 20 Goldfinch were counted at Morar. A Blackcap wintering in a garden in 
Fort William was seen regularly from 4 January until 10 March, when it was joined 
by a second bird. Other interesting January sightings included a Kingfisher on the 
River Shiel on the 6th, 20 Woodcock on Eigg on the 8th, 11 Snipe and three 
Greenshank at Carnoch Bridge, Loch Sunart on the 11th and a Dipper on Eigg on 
the 19th.  Two Waxwings were recorded in Fort William on 11 January, and they 
frequented the area until 4 February. More sightings during January included a 
count of 45 Hooded Crows at Inverlochy on the 23rd, 24 Red-breasted 
Mergansers  at Clovullin on the 28th and 60 Redwings at Achabeag on the 30th.  
A Glaucous Gull was spotted on Rum on 1 February and there was a count of 60 
Great Black-backed Gulls at Loch Eil on the 11th. The returning drake Ring-
necked Duck was spotted at Loch Shiel on 12 February, staying until 2 March, 
then on 13 February a Short -eared Owl was seen on Rum. Some other high counts 
of commoner species during February included 27 Shelduck at Kentra Bay on the 
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15th and 74 Starling s at Kildonan, Eigg a couple of days later. A leucistic Great 
Northern Diver stood out quite dramatically in Mallaig on 25 February, as did a 
couple of Snow Buntings on Ben Nevis the following day. The first returning Pied 
Wagtail to the Small Isles was noted on the relatively early date of 26 February, 
ÂÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÉÎ ÉÎÆÌÕØ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÓÔÁÒÔ ÕÎÔÉÌ ÌÁÔÅÒ ÉÎ -ÁÒÃÈȢ Iceland Gulls were noted on 
Rum and at Corpach during late February and there were several more sightings 
on Rum and in the Fort William area during the following spring period. Finally, a 
nocmig (automated sound recording) record of Water Rail on Rum on 28 
February was the first of six similar records up to and including 4 May. 
 
Spring: Probably considered the find of the month during March was a first-
winter American Herring Gull in Fort William on the 3rd, which was seen 
regularly until the 16th. Kingfishers were spotted on 4 March at Carna, Loch 
Sunart, on 15 March at Ballachulish, on 16 March on the River Shiel and on 28 April 
at Loch Arkaig, demonstrating the northwards spread of this species. There were 
at least 100 Redwing s on Eigg on 9 March as birds began to move back north.  
Bar-tailed Godwits were regularly seen in Kentra Bay during spring and the peak 
count was 41 on 14 March; three Jack Snipe were noted in Glencoe the following 
day. Contending to be find of the month during March was an Alpine Swift at 
Mallaig on the 19th, only the second record for Highland and part of a major influx 
to the UK; indeed, another was spotted north-west of Eigg on 4 April. The first 
spring migrants were noted later in March, with a Wheatear spotted at Fort 
William on the 22nd and a Sand Martin at Acharacle two days later. Migration 
continued with a Black-tailed Godwit  seen from the Glencoe Café on 26 March 
and 80 Whooper Swans over Arisaig on the 31st. Dates of first spring migrants 
for the district  during April included a Swallow on Rum on the 1st, a Willow 
Warbler at Lochaline on the 5th, two Dotterel on the Nevis Range on the 15th, a 
Whitethroat  on Eigg on the 19th and a Whinchat at Acharacle on the 20th.  There 
was an interesting observation of 284 Kittiwakes in several groups heading high 
up the Great Glen from Fort William on 1 April, while on the 4-5th a Mandarin 
could be spotted on the River Shiel. On 6 April 17 Tufted Duck s were at Acharacle 
and a Moorhen was recorded on nocmig equipment flying over Rum. A Yellow 
Wagtail of the flavissima  subspecies was at Acharacle on 10 April and 180 Sand 
Martins were counted at nearby Moss. An Iceland Gull was at Fort William on 12 
April and two Knot were in Kentra Bay on the 19th. There were 26 Whimbrel at 
Traigh on 2 May and three Redstarts were at nearby Arisaig on the 4th. There was 
a good count of 33 Great Northern Divers at Ardtoe on 5 May and a Garden 
Warbler was heard singing at Cow Hill, Fort William the following day. A Great 
Spotted Woodpecker was a good record for Eigg on 7 May, as was a Curlew 
Sandpiper at Kilchoan on the 10th. The first Corncrake of the year was noted on 
Canna on 11 May and 10 Sanderlings were on nearby Rum on the 20th. Other 
interesting records in late May included a Little Egret at Acharacle on the 21st, a 
pair of Shoveler there the next day and an unusual record of two immature Mute 
Swans at Loch Ba. Finally, 15 Swifts were counted at the Glenfinnan Viaduct on 
26 May. 
 
Summer/Breeding: The first occupied Mute Swan nest was noted at Corpach on 
6 April and a single Whooper Swan summered at Loch nan Eala, Arisaig. At Loch 
Shiel, a drake Scaup was present on 21-24 May, but with no further evidence of 
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breeding, while two broods of Tufted Duck were noted there on 22 July. There 
were five pairs of Water Rail on Canna and fledged young were noted on Sanday 
on 29 July. Also on Canna, 11 Corncrake territories was the highest number since 
1982 and an adult was spotted with five chicks on 11 July. Forty pairs of Lapwing 
bred on Eigg but the first nest with eggs was noted on Rum on 16 April.  
Redshanks bred on Eigg and in Arisaig, with young seen on 24 May and 1 June 
respectively. There was probable breeding of Nuthatch in several locations, 
reflecting the continued spread of this species throughout the region.  Four singing 
male Snow Buntings were noted on Ben Nevis on 19 May. A Great Crested Grebe 
on Loch Shiel on 8 June was a great record and 35 Teal were counted there on the 
20th. A Kingfisher was at Loch Arkaig on 28 June, but there was no evidence of 
breeding noted in the area. A Great Grey Shrike , noted at Achateny, 
Ardnamurchan on 22 June and still present on 4 July was of the Steppe race 
(pallidi rostris). Two islandica  Black-tailed Godwits were at Back of Keppoch on 
30 June, while 12 Common Sandpipers were at Lochaline the same day. Eight of 
the former sub-species were at Lochailort on 8 July. On 12 July a Black-tailed 
Godwit was on Canna and, the following day, 35 Whimbrel , with 500 Puffins 
counted on nearby Sanday and 40 Black Guillemot s in the area of Canna and 
Sanday on 17 July.  An incredible total of 100 Storm Petrels was noted in the 
relatively small area between Eigg and Muck on 16 July and five Sanderling were 
in Arisaig on 29 July.  There was a count of 17 Bar-tailed Godwits in Kentra Bay 
on 4 August and over 40 Twite were at Kilchoan on the 11th. A Great Crested 
Grebe was at Fort William on 16 August and a Little Egret discovered at 
Lochailort on the same day lingered until the 22nd. The same bird may have been 
seen at Caol Spit on the 25th.  Forty Goosanders were counted at Castle Tioram 
on 19 August and four islandica  Black-tailed Godwits were at Traigh on the 21st. 
A Great Spotted Woodpecker was on Eigg on 26 August and was thought to be 
one of two different birds seen on the island on a number of occasions during the 
autumn. 
 
Autumn: Two Whitethroats were at Howlin, Eigg on 1 September and there were 
regular reports throughout the autumn of Kingfishers in the Lochaber area but 
not on the islands. Over 100 Goldcrests were estimated to be in Kinloch, Rum on 
5 September and 60 House Martins were at Laggan Locks two days later. On 12 
September 94 Curlew s were counted in Kentra Bay and, on the 14th and 15th, a 
Barn Owl was recorded on nocmig equipment on Rum. The owl theme continued 
with a Short -eared on Canna on the 20th. There were 396 Herring Gulls and 27 
Pied Wagtails in Fort William on 15 September and 30 Whooper Swans passed 
over the Rhu, Arisaig on the 22nd. There was a large influx of North American 
passerines into the UK during mid-September and the Lochaber area did not miss 
out with an Ovenbird found on Rum on the 23rd.  This was a first for Highland but 
unfortunately the bird was not seen again after the initial sighting.  At Traigh, there 
was a large flock of 100 Chaffinches on 25 September, a Black-tailed Godwit on 
the 28th and nine Purple Sandpipers on the 29th. A Dipper was seen regularly 
on Eigg during October, November and December, which probably indicates a 
wintering bird.  The Purple Sandpiper count at Traigh went up to 20 on 2 October 
and 23 Black Grouse were seen near Fort William on the 5th. Seven Waxwings 
on Eigg on 7 October were part of an autumn influx of this species. There were 14 
White -fronted Geese back at Kentra Moss on 11 October and 11 at Arisaig the 
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following day. A Great White Egret toured the area between Arisaig and 
Lochailort from 12 October until the 30th and a Magpie was at Acharacle on the 
13th.  Winter thrushes were noted on the move in October, with 100 Fieldfare s 
and 400 Redwing s on Eigg on the 19th and a late Spotted Flycatcher  was also on 
Eigg on the 24th. The drake Ring-necked Duck briefly returned to Acharacle from 
26-29 October and, also on the 26th, a Red Kite was at Morvern and a Wheatear 
was on Eigg. A Scaup was on Loch Shiel on 28 October, perhaps keeping company 
with the Ring-necked Duck . Two Tree Sparrows and a Sedge Warbler were at 
Portuairk, Ardnamurchan on 30 October. A 2ÉÃÈÁÒÄȭÓ 0ÉÐÉÔ was on Rum on 4 
November and a Barn Owl was sound recorded there on the 5th. Twelve 
Greenshanks were at Kentra Bay on 7 November and the peak count of Bar-
tailed Godwits there was 46 on the 9th. A total of 70 Redshanks were at 
Ardnamurchan on 14 November and 11 Bullfinches were at Acharacle on the 
15th. Late Swallows passed through Arisaig on 15 and 17 November and 30 Snow 
Buntings were in the same area on the 25th.  High counts of commoner species 
during November included 55+ Woodpigeons in Ariundle oakwoods on the 17th, 
247 Canada Geese at Kentra Moss on the 19th, 57 Great Black-backed Gulls in 
Fort William on the 21st and 34 Goldeneye at Castle Tioram on the 29th. Rum 
hosted a Lapland Bunting on 21 November and a late Common Sandpiper on 
the 27th.   
 
Early Winter: A Little Egret was at the Linnhe/Lochy mouth from 21-28 
November and perhaps it was the same bird at Back of Keppoch on 7 December 
and Loch Eil head on the 19th?  A Magpie was at Grigadale, Ardnamurchan on 1 
December, while 40 Grey Herons were at Fort William the same day. On 2 
December 59 Redshanks were in Kentra Bay and the peak count of White -
fronted Geese on Kentra Moss was 78 on the 4th. A Blackcap was in Morar on 
26, 30 and 31 December and, also during the last week of the year, Iceland Gulls 
were spotted in Fort William and on Rum. Finally, an unusual record of five 
Mandarin Ducks at Roy Bridge on 31 December perhaps related to released 
birds. 
 
 

3ËÙÅ ÁÎÄ ,ÏÃÈÁÌÓÈ 
by Bob McMillan 

 
7ÉÎÔÅÒȡ ! ÆÅÍÁÌÅȤÔÙÐÅ 6ÅÌÖÅÔ 3ÃÏÔÅÒ ×ÁÓ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÉÎ "ÒÏÁÄÆÏÒÄ "ÁÙ ÆÒÏÍ τ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ 
ÕÎÔÉÌ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÄÄÌÅ ÏÆ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙȢ 4ÈÅ ×ÉÎÔÅÒÉÎÇ 'ÒÅÅÎÌÁÎÄ 7ÈÉÔÅȤÆÒÏÎÔÅÄ 'ÏÏÓÅ 
ПÌÏÃË ÁÔ +ÉÌÍÕÉÒ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÓ ÔÏ ÄÅÃÌÉÎÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÎÌÙ ÆÏÕÒ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÏÎ ρυ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙȢ !ÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ 
'ÒÅÙ 0ÌÏÖÅÒ ×ÁÓ Á ÒÅÇÕÌÁÒ ×ÉÎÔÅÒÉÎÇ ÂÉÒÄ ÉÎ ÓÍÁÌÌ ÎÕÍÂÅÒÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ "ÒÏÁÄÆÏÒÄ ÁÒÅÁȟ 
ÉÔ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ÓÃÁÒÃÅȟ ÓÏ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÁÔ !ÓÈÁÉÇ ÏÎ ρφ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ×ÁÓ ÕÎÕÓÕÁÌȟ ÁÓ ×ÁÓ Á 
+ÉÎÇПÉÓÈÅÒ ÉÎ "ÒÏÁÄÆÏÒÄ "ÁÙ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ςψÔÈȢ ! ÃÏÌÄ ÓÎÁÐ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄ ÏÆ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ÂÒÏÕÇÈÔ 
ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÓ ÏÆ *ÁÃË 3ÎÉÐÅȢ 7ÈÉÔÅȤ×ÉÎÇÅÄ 'ÕÌÌÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÓÃÁÒÃÅȟ ÓÏ 'ÌÁÕÃÏÕÓ 'ÕÌÌÓ 
ÁÔ )ÓÌÅÏÒÎÓÁÙ ÁÎÄ 0ÏÒÔÒÅÅ ÏÎ υ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ×ÅÒÅ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅȢ ! ÄÅÁÄ ,ÉÔÔÌÅ !ÕË ×ÁÓ 
ÆÏÕÎÄ ÁÔ +ÉÌÍÁÒÉÅ "ÁÙȟ 3ÔÒÁÔÈÁÉÒÄȟ ÏÎ ρτ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙȢ !Î ÁÒÉÁÌ ÓÕÒÖÅÙ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ×ÉÎÔÅÒÉÎÇ 
"ÁÒÎÁÃÌÅ 'ÅÅÓÅ ×ÁÓ ÃÁÒÒÉÅÄ ÏÕÔ ÂÙ 774 ÏÎ ςχ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÆÏÕÎÄ ρςρ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 
!ÓÃÒÉÂ )ÓÌÁÎÄÓȟ ρψφ ÏÎ )ÓÁÙȟ ÁÎÄ φρ ÏÎ %ÉÌÅÁÎ 4ÒÏÄÄÁÙȢ   
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3ÐÒÉÎÇȡ 7ÈÏÏÐÅÒ 3×ÁÎ ÍÉÇÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÎÏÒÔÈ ×ÁÓ ÎÏÔÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÅÁÒÌÙ -ÁÒÃÈȟ ×ÉÔÈ ψφ 
ÏÖÅÒ "ÒÏÁÄÆÏÒÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ςρÓÔ ÁÎÄ υψ ÏÖÅÒ 3ÔÏÒÒ ,ÏÃÈÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ςςÎÄȢ 4ÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔ 
7ÈÅÁÔÅÁÒÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÁÔ 5ÐÐÅÒ -ÉÌÏÖÁÉÇ ÏÎ ςτ -ÁÒÃÈȢ 3ÃÁÕÐ ÉÓ Á ÓÃÁÒÃÅ 
ÓÐÅÃÉÅÓ ÏÎ 3ËÙÅȟ ÁÎÄ Á ÓÐÒÉÎÇ ÒÅÃÏÒÄ ÏÆ ÆÏÕÒ ÏÆÆ !ÓÈÁÉÇȟ "ÒÏÁÄÆÏÒÄ ÏÎ ςψ -ÁÒÃÈ ×ÁÓ 
ÅØÃÅÐÔÉÏÎÁÌȢ %ÁÒÌÙ ÓÕÍÍÅÒ ÍÉÇÒÁÎÔÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÓÌÏ×ÅÒ ÔÏ ÁÒÒÉÖÅ ÔÈÁÎ ÎÏÒÍÁÌ ×ÉÔÈ Á 
7ÉÌÌÏ× 7ÁÒÂÌÅÒ ÁÎÄ 3×ÁÌÌÏ× ÁÔ "ÒÏÁÄÆÏÒÄ ÏÎ υ !ÐÒÉÌȢ -ÉÇÒÁÎÔ (Á×ПÉÎÃÈ ÁÒÅ ÎÏ 
ÌÏÎÇÅÒ ÕÎÕÓÕÁÌ ÉÎ !ÐÒÉÌȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÓȟ ÆÒÏÍ 0ÏÒÔÒÅÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ρφÔÈȟ +ÙÌÅ ÏÆ 
,ÏÃÈÁÌÓÈ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ρψÔÈ ÁÎÄ #ÁÒÂÏÓÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ςυÔÈȟ ÍÁÄÅ ÉÔ ÁÎ ÅØÃÅÐÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÙÅÁÒ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÌ 
ÂÉÒÄÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÖÉÓÉÔÉÎÇ ÇÁÒÄÅÎ ÆÅÅÄÅÒÓȢ 2ÅÐÏÒÔÓ ÏÆ 'ÒÅÁÔ 3ËÕÁÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÅØÔÒÅÍÅÌÙ ÓÌÏ×ȟ 
ÒÅПÌÅÃÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÈÉÇÈ ÍÏÒÔÁÌÉÔÙ ÆÒÏÍ ÁÖÉÁÎ ПÌÕ ɉ(0!)Ɋ ÉÎ ςπςςȢ /Î 0ÁÂÁÙȟ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÒÅÅϹ 
ÐÁÉÒÓ ÎÏÒÍÁÌÌÙ ÂÒÅÅÄȟ ÏÎÌÙ Ô×Ï ×ÅÒÅ ÓÅÅÎ ÏÎ ςτ !ÐÒÉÌȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÉÓ ÐÁÔÔÅÒÎ ×ÁÓ 
ÒÅПÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÁÔ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÂÒÅÅÄÉÎÇ ÓÉÔÅÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÁÓÏÎȢ /Î ςω !ÐÒÉÌȟ ρυ !ÒÃÔÉÃ 
3ËÕÁÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÎÏÔÅÄ ÍÏÖÉÎÇ ÎÏÒÔÈ ÁÔ $ÕÎÔÕÌÍȢ 5ÎÕÓÕÁÌ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÓ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ Á ÐÁÉÒ ÏÆ 
3ÈÏÖÅÌÅÒ ÁÔ ,ÏÃÈÌÏÎÇÈÅÁÄ ÏÎ ςρ -ÁÙȟ ÏÎÌÙ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ËÎÏ×Î ÒÅÃÏÒÄ ÆÏÒ ,ÏÃÈÁÌÓÈȢ 
! ÄÒÁËÅ 0ÉÎÔÁÉÌ ×ÁÓ ÁÔ !ÓÈÁÉÇȟ "ÒÏÁÄÆÏÒÄȟ ÏÎ ςυ -ÁÙȢ   
 
3ÕÍÍÅÒȾ"ÒÅÅÄÉÎÇȡ "Ù υ *ÕÎÅ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÅÒÅ ÁÔ ÌÅÁÓÔ ρπ ÃÁÌÌÉÎÇ #ÏÒÎÃÒÁËÅ ÁÔ ÓÉÔÅÓ ÉÎ 
×ÅÓÔ ÁÎÄ ÎÏÒÔÈ 3ËÙÅȢ 1ÕÁÉÌ ×ÅÒÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÃÁÌÌÉÎÇ ÉÎ *ÕÎÅȟ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÓÉÎÇÌÅ ÁÔ 4ÒÕÍÐÁÎȟ 
7ÁÔÅÒÎÉÓÈ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ωÔÈ ÁÎÄ Ô×Ï ÁÔ +ÉÌÍÕÉÒ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ρχÔÈȢ "Ù ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄ ÏÆ *ÕÎÅȟ ÔÈÒÅÅ 
ÂÒÏÏÄÓ ÏÆ 'ÏÏÓÁÎÄÅÒ ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ ÎÏÔÅÄ ÁÔ ,ÏÃÈ 3ÌÁÐÉÎȟ +ÉÌÍÁÒÉÅ "ÁÙ ÁÎÄ 
#ÁÍÕÓÕÎÁÒÙȢ ,ÏÎÇȤÅÁÒÅÄ /×Ì ÁÌÓÏ ÈÁÄ Á ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÆÕÌ ÓÅÁÓÏÎȟ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÂÒÏÏÄ ПÌÅÄÇÅÄ 
ÁÔ "ÒÅÁËÉÓÈ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÕÒ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÆÕÌ ÔÅÒÒÉÔÏÒÉÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ (ÁÒÌÏÓÈ ÁÒÅÁȢ 4ÈÅ ÅÆÆÅÃÔÓ ÏÆ ÁÖÉÁÎ 
ПÌÕ ɉ(0!)Ɋ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ÂÅÅÎ ÍÅÎÔÉÏÎÅÄ ÉÎ ÒÅÇÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÃÌÉÎÅ ÉÎ ÂÒÅÅÄÉÎÇ 
ÎÕÍÂÅÒÓ ÏÆ 'ÒÅÁÔ 3ËÕÁȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÐÒÏÂÁÂÌÙ ÒÅÄÕÃÅÄ ÎÕÍÂÅÒÓ ÔÏ ÁÂÏÕÔ ςυϷ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ 
ÐÒÅÖÉÏÕÓ ÅÓÔÉÍÁÔÅÓȢ 7ÈÉÌÓÔ ÍÏÒÔÁÌÉÔÙ ÉÎ ÓÅÁÂÉÒÄÓ ×ÁÓ ÌÅÓÓ ÏÂÖÉÏÕÓ ÔÈÁÎ ÉÎ ÉÎ ςπςςȟ 
ÏÎ ρρ !ÕÇÕÓÔ ρψ ÄÅÁÄ +ÉÔÔÉ×ÁËÅÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÎÏÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÍÁÌÌ ÃÏÌÏÎÙ ÁÔ "ÁÌÍÁÑÕÅÅÎȟ 
ÓÕÇÇÅÓÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ (0!) ÒÅÍÁÉÎÅÄ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÉÎ ÓÏÍÅ ÓÐÅÃÉÅÓȢ 7ÁÄÅÒ ÐÁÓÓÁÇÅ 
ÃÏÍÍÅÎÃÅÄ ÅÁÒÌÙ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÁÓ Á ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÃÁÎÔ ÃÏÕÎÔ ÏÆ ςτπ "ÌÁÃËȤÔÁÉÌÅÄ 'ÏÄ×ÉÔ 
ÏÎ σ *ÕÌÙ ÉÎ "ÒÏÁÄÆÏÒÄ "ÁÙȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ ×ÅÒÅ Ô×Ï /ÓÐÒÅÙÓ ÉÎ "ÒÏÁÄÆÏÒÄ "ÁÙ ÏÎ ω !ÕÇÕÓÔȟ 
ÂÕÔ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ ÙÅÔ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÐÒÏÖÅÄ ÂÒÅÅÄÉÎÇ ÒÅÃÏÒÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 3ËÙÅ Ǫ ,ÏÃÈÁÌÓÈ ÁÒÅÁȢ /Î 
Á ÓÉÍÉÌÁÒ ÎÏÔÅȟ +ÉÎÇПÉÓÈÅÒÓ ÁÒÅ ÎÏ× ÒÅÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÍÏÒÅ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÒÌÙȟ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÂÉÒÄ ÎÅÁÒ 
0ÌÏÃËÔÏÎ ÏÎ ςς !ÕÇÕÓÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÁÇÁÉÎ ÉÔ ÍÁÙ ÊÕÓÔ ÂÅ Á ÍÁÔÔÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÉÍÅ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÂÒÅÅÄÉÎÇ 
ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÐÒÏÖÅÄȢ 0ÁÓÓÁÇÅ ×ÁÄÅÒÓ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ Ô×Ï 2ÕÆÆ ÉÎ "ÒÏÁÄÆÏÒÄ "ÁÙ ÏÎ ςπ !ÕÇÕÓÔ 
ÁÎÄ Á ÓÉÎÇÌÅ ÏÎ ρπ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒȢ !Î ÁÄÕÌÔ 3ÁÂÉÎÅȭÓ 'ÕÌÌ ПÌÅ× ÎÏÒÔÈ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÕÎÄ ÏÆ 
2ÁÁÓÁÙ ÏÎ ςφ !ÕÇÕÓÔȢ  
 
!ÕÔÕÍÎȡ )Î ÓÕÉÔÁÂÌÅ ÐÒÅÖÁÉÌÉÎÇ ×ÉÎÄÓ ÉÎ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒȟ 3ËÕÁ ÐÁÓÓÁÇÅ ÉÓ ÏÆÔÅÎ Á 
ÆÅÁÔÕÒÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÏÎ ρτ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ÉÎ 0ÁÂÁÙ 3ÏÕÎÄȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÁÓ ÁÎ ÁÄÕÌÔ ,ÏÎÇȤÔÁÉÌÅÄ 
3ËÕÁȢ )Î "ÒÏÁÄÆÏÒÄ "ÁÙ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÎÏÒÔÈÅÒÌÙ ×ÉÎÄÓȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÅÒÅ ÆÏÕÒ 0ÏÍÁÒÉÎÅ 3ËÕÁÓ 
ÁÎÄ ρς !ÒÃÔÉÃ 3ËÕÁÓ ÏÎ ςς 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒȢ 0ÏÍÁÒÉÎÅ 3ËÕÁ ÐÁÓÓÁÇÅ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÐÅÁËÓ ÌÁÔÅÒ 
ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÁÓ Á ÓÕÐÅÒÂ ÃÏÕÎÔ ÏÆ ςω ÉÎ "ÒÏÁÄÆÏÒÄ "ÁÙ ÏÎ ρσ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒȢ 4ÈÅ ÓÏÕÔÈÅÒÌÙ 
ÐÁÓÓÁÇÅ ÏÆ 0ÁÌÅȤÂÅÌÌÉÅÄ "ÒÅÎÔ 'ÅÅÓÅ ×ÁÓ ÓÌÏ× ÔÏ ÓÔÁÒÔȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÆÏÕÒ ÁÔ !ÓÈÁÉÇȟ 
"ÒÏÁÄÆÏÒÄ ÏÎ ςς 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒȢ 4ÈÅ ÂÅÓÔ ÎÕÍÂÅÒÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÎÏÔÅÄ ÏÎ ρρ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒȟ ×ÉÔÈ ψς 
ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ "ÒÏÁÄÆÏÒÄ "ÁÙ ÁÎÄ σσ ÁÔ ,ÏÃÈ 0ÏÒÔÒÅÅȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ ×ÁÓ Á ÂÉÇ ÁÒÒÉÖÁÌ ÏÆ 2ÅÄ×ÉÎÇ 
ÁÎÄ &ÉÅÌÄÆÁÒÅ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÅÁ ÆÒÏÍ ρω /ÃÔÏÂÅÒȟ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÍÁÉÎÌÙ 
3ÃÁÎÄÉÎÁÖÉÁÎ ÂÉÒÄÓȟ ÁÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÒÒÙ ÃÒÏÐ ×ÁÓ ÐÅÒÈÁÐÓ ÎÏÔ ÓÕÆПÉÃÉÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÈÏÌÄ 
ÔÈÅÍȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ ×ÅÒÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÍÁÎÙ ÍÏÒÅ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÓ ÏÆ "ÒÁÍÂÌÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÎ ÎÏÒÍÁÌȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÇÏÏÄ 
ÎÕÍÂÅÒÓ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÂÉÒÄ ÆÅÅÄÅÒÓ ÉÎ ÂÏÔÈ 3ËÙÅ ÁÎÄ ,ÏÃÈÁÌÓÈȢ )Ô ×ÁÓ ÁÌÓÏ Á ÇÏÏÄ 
7ÁØ×ÉÎÇ ÁÕÔÕÍÎȢ !ÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ ПÌÏÃËÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÅÄ ×ÉÄÅÌÙȟ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÌÁÒÇÅȟ 
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×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÓ ÆÒÏÍ ςυ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÒÁÇÇÌÅÒÓ ÒÅÍÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÕÎÔÉÌ ρπ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒȢ 
!Î ÁÄÕÌÔ "ÏÎÁÐÁÒÔÅȭÓ 'ÕÌÌ ×ÁÓ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÁÔ ,ÏÃÈ 0ÏÒÔÒÅÅ ÏÎ ςχ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÍÁÉÎÅÄ 
ÆÏÒ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÄÁÙÓȟ Á ПÉÒÓÔ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÅÁȢ !ÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ "ÌÁÃË 'ÒÏÕÓÅ ÂÒÅÅÄ ÉÎ ÓÍÁÌÌ 
ÎÕÍÂÅÒÓ ÉÎ ,ÏÃÈÁÌÓÈȟ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÓ ÆÒÏÍ 3ËÙÅ ÁÒÅ ÓÃÁÒÃÅȢ !Ô ÌÅÁÓÔ Ô×Ï ÂÉÒÄÓ ×ÅÒÅ 
ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÃÏÃËÓ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÁÔ $ÒÕÍÆÅÁÒÎ ÏÎ ςψ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒȟ ÁÎÄ ÆÒÏÍ (ÅÁÓÔÅ 2ÏÁÄ 
ÏÎ χ ÁÎÄ ρς .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒȢ 4×Ï 2ÅÄ +ÉÔÅÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÁÔ 'ÌÅÎÄÁÌÅ ÁÎÄ "ÏÒÖÅ ÏÎ ςψ 
/ÃÔÏÂÅÒȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ ÎÏ ÒÅÐÏÒÔ ÏÆ -ÏÏÒÈÅÎ ÓÉÎÃÅ ςπςρȟ ÓÏ ÓÉÎÇÌÅÓ ÁÔ ,ÏÃÈ 
-ÅÁÌÔ ÁÎÄ ,ÏÃÈ 3ÕÁÒÄÁÌ ÉÎ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒȟ ÁÎÄ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÂÅÌÏ× ÆÅÅÄÅÒÓ ÁÔ "ÒÅÁËÉÓÈ ÏÎ ςπ 
.ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒȟ ×ÅÒÅ ÅØÔÒÅÍÅÌÙ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ ×ÅÒÅ ÌÁÔÅ 3×ÁÌÌÏ×Ó ÉÎ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒȟ ×ÉÔÈ 
ÒÅÐÏÒÔÓ ÆÒÏÍ ,Ï×ÅÒ -ÉÌÏÖÁÉÇ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ υÔÈ ÁÎÄ )ÓÌÅÏÒÎÓÁÙ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ςρÓÔȢ  4ÈÅ 'ÏÌÄÅÎ 
0ÌÏÖÅÒ ПÌÏÃË ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÄ ÏÆ ,ÏÃÈ $ÕÎÖÅÇÁÎ ÐÅÁËÅÄ ÁÔ ρςπ ÏÎ ρχ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒȢ   
 
%ÁÒÌÙ 7ÉÎÔÅÒȡ ! ÃÏÕÎÔ ÏÆ ρτ 0ÔÁÒÍÉÇÁÎÓ ÏÎ "ÅÎ !ÓÌÁË ÏÎ ρρ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ÉÓ ÃÅÒÔÁÉÎÌÙ 
ÔÈÅ ÈÉÇÈÅÓÔ ÏÎ ÒÅÃÏÒÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÌÏÃÁÔÉÏÎȢ &ÉÎÁÌÌÙȟ ÐÏÔÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÃÏÌÏÎÉÓÔÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÅÁ 
ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ -ÁÇÐÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ *ÁÙÓȢ  4ÈÅÒÅ ×ÅÒÅ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÌÏÎÇ ÓÔÁÙÉÎÇ ÓÉÎÇÌÅ -ÁÇÐÉÅÓ 
ÒÅÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÉÎ ςπςσȟ ÁÎÄ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÁÎÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÂÅ Á ÂÒÅÅÄÉÎÇ ÐÁÉÒ ÓÏÏÎȢ 
,ÉËÅ×ÉÓÅȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÁÎ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÉÎÇ ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ *ÁÙ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÓȟ ÅÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÉÎ ,ÏÃÈÁÌÓÈȟ 
ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÌÉËÅÌÉÈÏÏÄ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÒÅÄȟ ÁÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ ×Å ÓÔÉÌÌ Á×ÁÉÔ ÂÒÅÅÄÉÎÇ 
ÃÏÎПÉÒÍÁÔÉÏÎȢ !ÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ ÐÅÒÈÁÐÓ ÎÏÔ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅ ÂÙ Á ÆÅ× ×ÈÏ ×ÉÓÈ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔ ÎÏÎȤ
ÎÁÔÉÖÅ ÇÁÍÅÂÉÒÄÓȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ Á ÃÏÌÏÕÒÆÕÌ ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÎÁÔÉÖÅ ×ÉÌÄÌÉÆÅȢ 
 

 
Systematic list for 20 23 
 
This systematic list is in taxonomic order and uses the spellings of scientific names 
which were published on the BOU website www.bou.org.uk in November 2020. 
However, we prefer to retain the old English names for species, rather than use 
the standardised English names introduced in 2006 by the International 
/ÒÎÉÔÈÏÌÏÇÉÃÁÌ #ÏÎÇÒÅÓÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÔÅÒÍ Ȭ)ÎÎÅÒ -ÏÒÁÙ &ÉÒÔÈȭ ÒÅÆÅÒÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÒÅÁ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
Moray Firth that borders the Highland recording area coastline - from the Ord of 
#ÁÉÔÈÎÅÓÓ ÔÏ 7ÈÉÔÅÎÅÓÓ (ÅÁÄȢ 4ÈÅ Ȭ)ÎÎÅÒ -ÏÒÁÙ &ÉÒÔÈ "ÁÓÉÎȭ ÒÅÆÅÒÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÌÏ×-lying 
areas in SE Sutherland, Easter Ross (including the Black Isle) and Inverness 
$ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÕÒÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ Ȭ)ÎÎÅÒ -ÏÒÁÙ &ÉÒÔÈȭȢ 0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÎÏÔÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ majority of 
records which are submitted from the Ullapool to Stornoway ferry and the Uig to 
Tarbert/Lochmaddy ferries do not specify whether the birds were seen in the 
Highland or Western Isles recording areas. They are published here in good faith 
but may be duplicated in the Outer Hebrides Bird Report. 
  
The following abbreviations have been used in the text:  
 
Breeding and Surveys:  
Apparently Occupied Nests  (AON) 
Apparently Occupied Sites  (AOS) 
Apparently Occupied Territories (AOT) 
Wetland Birds Survey  (WeBS)  
 
 
 

http://www.bou.org.uk/
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Organisations:  
"ÒÉÔÉÓÈ /ÒÎÉÔÈÏÌÏÇÉÓÔÓȭ 5ÎÉÏÎ   (BOU) 
British Trust for Ornithology   (BTO) 
Highland Raptor Study Group   (HRSG) 
National Nature Reserve          (NNR) 
Rare Breeding Birds Panel                                (RBBP) 
Royal Air Force Ornithological Society         (RAFOS) 
Royal Society for the Protection of Birds     (RSPB) 
Scottish Wildlife Trust                             (SWT) 
 
The following terms have been used to denote a species status, in suitable 
habitat , in Highland : 
 
Abundant  Widespread and numerous 
Common Regularly encountered 
Uncommon  Fewer than 100 records annually 
Scarce  Annual in small numbers 
Rare     Ten or more records since 1900, but not recorded annually 
Vagrant   Fewer than 10 records since 1900 
 
For some species, the number of records submitted through BirdTrack is given as 
a crude indication of abundance; many of these records refer simply to presence  
on visit lists. A better picture of week-by-week abundance is shown in BirdTrack  
Reporting Rate graphs, shown by permission from BTO.  
 

 
Pale-bellied Brent Geese, Embo © . Dean MacAskill 
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Brent Goose Branta bernicla   
Scarce but increasing migrant and winter visitor ; regular autumn 
migrant on west coast , especially Skye; a small population winters 
in Inner Moray Firth ; scarce in spring.  
 
[Pale-bellied race ] Branta bernicla hrota  
 
Winter/Spring: All winter reports were from the east coast and involved the 
Moray Firth wintering flock. January reports involved lower numbers than 
normal, with six birds at Whiteness and nine at Rosemarkie on the 3rd. Two were 
reported at Embo on 12 February. Numbers at Whiteness increased to 13 on 27 
February. The largest count from the east coast was 40 at Rosemarkie on 26 
March.  The only west coast report was a straggler at Ardnish, Broadford, reported 
on 4 and 11 May.  
 
Summer: It is extremely unusual to get reports of summering birds. Singles were 
reported at Dornoch Links on 3 July and Whiteness on 6 July. 
 
Autumn/Winter:  The first report was from the Ullapool-Stornoway ferry, of six 
birds on 12 September. Records from Skye were later than normal, with four birds 
at Ashaig, Broadford on 21 September and the main arrival was later than normal. 
On 11 October, 82 birds were in Broadford Bay and, in Wester Ross, 13 at Firemore 
and 47 at Laide. As a general observation, passage on the west coast was poorer 
than normal, following a similar pattern to 2022. On the east coast, 11 birds were 
at Udale Bay on 11 October, 30 at Castle Stuart on the following day and 32 at Fort 
George on the 22nd. The peak winter count was 75 at Nigg Bay on 17 December. 
 
[Dark -bellied race] Branta bernicla bernicla 
 
There was a report of a single at Tarbat Ness on 29 October.  
 
 

Canada Goose Branta canadensis   
Well-established in Lochaber and spreading, now breeding in 
Badenoch; locally common summer moult migrant to Inner Moray 
Firth but scarce elsewhere; very localised in winter months.  
 
Winter/Spring: There is a small wintering group in Badenoch & Strathspey, with 
27 birds recorded at Loch Insh on 29 January. A report of 11 flying NE at Heights 
of Dochcarty on 28 February was unusual. Otherwise, the main winter 
concentrations were recorded in Lochaber, with peaks at Achabeag of 106 on 1 
January and 55 on 30 January. There were 40 at Langal, Loch Shiel on 13 March.  
From 14 March, birds started arriving on Skye. This spring dispersal of birds from 
what is assumed to be the resident Lochaber population is now becoming a feature 
both in Skye and Lochalsh, as well as in the Small Isles and further afield. 
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Breeding:  A pair was present on Eigg from 3 March to 20 May but did not breed. A pair 
bred at the head of Loch Carron for the second consecutive year. The first  broods were 
noted in Dalelia, Acharacle on 27 May.  A pair with a small brood was noted at Spey Dam 
on 4 June. However, the small number of reports does not properly reflect breeding 
success or range expansion. 
 
Summer : The annual moult migration to the Moray Firth was evident from 1 June, 
when 229 birds were at Alness Point. A flock of 35 at Drumochter on 4 June 
reflected this. On 6 June, three were over Handa, which may well reflect range 
expansion rather than moult migration. Regular August counts at Udale Bay 
included 300 on the 1st and 200 on the 29th. It is worth noting that summer counts 
in the Lochaber resident population seem to be increasing significantly. These 
included 262 in the Fort William/Caol area on 25 June and 228 at Linnhe mouth 
on 5 July. The highest count at Insh Marshes was 52 on 11 August. 
 
Autumn/Winter: The moulting flocks remained into autumn, especially at Udale 
Bay, with 240 birds on 12 September and 324 on 5 October. At Alness Bay, there 
was a count of 278 on 25 September. The best count in the Insh Marshes complex 
was 71 at Dell of Killiehuntly on 8 October. Notable reports from Lochaber 
included 62 birds at Dalelia on 3 November, 247 at Kentra Moss on 19 November, 
and 106 at Achabeag on 2 December. There are few reports from Skye and the 
west coast in winter, suggesting the exploratory birds arriving in spring return to 
their natal groups. 
 
[Ȭ.ÏÒÔÈ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎȭ Canada Goose] Branta canadensis interior/parvipes 
 
Autumn/Winter: A second-calendar year bird was at Balnakeil on 23 October and 
then the presumed same bird was at Tarbat Ness on 25 and 26 October. 
 
 

Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis    
Locally common winter visitor to north and west, scarce elsewhere.  
 
With increasing numbers of feral birds roaming around the Inner Moray Firth, it 
is now very difficult to distinguish genuinely wild birds in the area. All those 
reported below are thought to have been genuine migrants from Arctic breeding 
populations. (However, see the chapter on escapes and presumed feral birds.) 
 
Winter/Spring:  Most of the Skye wintering population is on offshore islands. An 
aerial survey on 27 February organized by The Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust 
found 186 birds on Eilean Isay, 121 on the Ascrib Islands and 61 on Eilean 
Trodday. There were 60 on Staffin Island on 22 February. The peak Skye count 
was 235 on Isay on 29 March. Other reports from the west coast included 91 at 
Gruinard Bay on 31 January, 110 at Mungasdale on 19 February, and 154 at 
Achiltibuie on 26 March. At Tongue, peak counts were 240 on 8 January and 320 
on 14 February. The peak winter report was 555 at Kyle of Durness on 3 February. 
Other significant reports were 230 birds at Balnakeil on 17 February and 275 at 
Melness on 23 February. The last record of wild birds was of 15 at Mellon Charles 
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on 4 April and a single at Lochailort, Morar on 5 May was probably a resident bird 
which associates with Greylag/Canada Geese. 
 
Autumn/Winter: The first arrivals were 11 birds at Melness on 4 October. On 9 
October there were reports from extremes of the region, with 60 at Dornoch and 
a total of 92 in three skeins at Glendale, Skye. There were 140 at Dornoch on 12 
October and thereafter a series of east coast reports, which is unusual. At Nigg and 
Udale there were 120 on 17 October. In reports from Tarbat Ness between 20-30 
October, numbers peaked at 300 on the latter date. The origins of these birds and 
where they dispersed to is a mystery. It will be interesting to see if this pattern is 
repeated. West coast reports included 100 birds at Mungasdale on 15 October and 
197 on 13 December. At Gruinard, there were 180 on 7 November and, at 
Achiltibuie, 87 on 7 December.  In the north, reports included 225 birds at Melness 
on 4 November and 350 at Balnakeil on 21 November. The peak count of 740 for 
the period was also at Balnakeil, on 23 October. The only report of note from Skye 
was 42 at Kilmaluag on 12 December. 
 

 
Greylag Goose Anser anser   
Locally common breeder in north and west and expanding range , 
especially into Badenoch & Strathspey; common migrant and 
winter visitor, especially in east.  
 
Winter/Spring:  The species is widely recorded throughout the area, with 2500 
reports throughout the year. It can be difficult to distinguish between resident 
birds and migrants, although the largest flocks are normally the latter. Counts in 
January included 400 at Easter/Wester Dalziel on the 3rd, 442 at Carr Road, 
Strathspey on the 11th and 250 at Dell of Killiehuntly on the 28th. The best count 
for Insh Marshes was 370 at Invertromie/Ballochbuie on 3 February. In the west, 
there were 101 at Arisaig on 7 March. There were no significant counts during 
April , suggesting that migrants had left and larger resident groups had dispersed. 
 
Breeding: Birds were reported incubating by 20 April. The first goslings were reported 
at Lochailort on 5 May and a pair with goslings was noted at Spey Dam on 11 May. By the 
end of May, some 13 groups of goslings were noted at Spey Dam, an indication of how well 
the resident population is doing. At Dalelia, Loch Shiel on 18 June, there were 73 adults 
and a creche of 29 goslings. 
 
Number of pairs of Greylag Geese breeding at Insh Marshes RSPB Reserve 2014ɀ
2023: 
Year     2014   2015   2016   2017   2018   2019   2020   2021   2022   2023 
Pairs      68        78        56        45        83        74          *       113      135        91 
* count not done due to Covid-19 restrictions 

 
Summer: Some exceptional counts were recorded, including 1250 at Loch Loyal 
on 25 June and 500 on 4 July. There were 310 at Lochindorb on 2 June and 426 at 
Balavil on 2 July. The peak count at Insh Marshes was 800 on 4 July. At Loch Fleet, 
there was a report of 540 on 30 August. 
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Autumn/Winter:  September counts on the east coast included 400 at Udale Bay 
on the 5th, 1160 at Loch Fleet on the 8th, 600 at Alness on the 25th and 400 at 
Seafield, Inverness on the 30th. In Badenoch & Strathspey, regular reports from  
Dell of Killiehuntly included counts of 500 on 8 October and 650 on 12 October, 
but the peak was 1000 at Boat of Garten on 4 November. At Milton of Culloden, the 
best record was 550 birds on 12 October. 
 
 
Pink -footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus    
Common winter visitor, especially in the east with a marked spring 
passage; occasional breeding by feral birds and once by wild birds.  
 
Winter/Spring :  Counts at Wester/Easter Dalziel included 3500 on 3 January and 
2500 on 5 February. In Strathspey, there were reports of 2000 at Balliefurth on 9 
January, at Broomhill on 26 March and Carr Road on 29 March. The peak count of 
5000 was at Udale Bay on 6 April, by which time migration had commenced. On 7 
April , 1000 were heading north over the Cairngorms, with a similar number in the 
west over Portree. Birds remained until May, with 200 at Nigg on the 2nd and still 
50 there on the 13th. There were six at The Mound on 29 May. 
Note:  In 2022, there was significant mortality on the east coast as a result of avian 
flu. During this period in 2023, there were a number of reports of mortality, but 
involving relatively few birds. 
                                
Summer: Small numbers were recorded throughout the summer in the west. It 
appears that these are resident birds, often associating with Greylag flocks. As well 
as singles, there are twos and threes, behaving as wild birds. There were also 
regular reports from the Dornoch Firth. 
 

Autumn/Winter: Overnight migration was noted at Inverpolly on 4 September, 
estimated to involve at least 100 birds. Other arrivals on the west coast included 
600 over Poolewe on the 11th and 550 over Loch Ewe on the 13th, when there 
were also 600 at Ardersier. By 16 September, there were already 3500 at North 
Kessock. On 22 September, about 2500 individuals in several skeins flew south 
over Portree.   At Udale Bay, there were 3000 on 3 October and a huge 
concentration of 8300 by 12 October. There were several large counts in the 
Portmahomack area, with a maximum of 5750 there on 23 October. There was a 
report of 7500 at Nigg Bay on 8 November, and significant December counts 
included 5000 at Dingwall on the 8th and 2450 at Fort George on the 31st.  
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White -fronted Goose  Anser albifrons    
Winter visitor in small numbers in west, scarce in east. 
 
[Greenland race ] Anser albifrons flavirostris 
 
Winter/Spring: The regional position with this species is becoming precarious 
with the disappearance of several small flocks over the years. The only remaining 
Skye flock numbered four on 15 January, another decline from eight recorded in 
2022. Fortunately, the Kentra Bay, Lochaber flock remains relatively stable in  
numbers. In several counts there, the maximum was 82. Birds started to disperse 
in early April , with 26 remaining on the 7th.  The only other report was of a single 
in the Skelbo/Loch Fleet area on 21 March. 
 
Autumn/Winter:  The first group of 14 birds arrived back at Kentra Moss on 11 
October. There were regular counts thereafter and numbers peaked at 78 on 4 
December. A group of 11 at Arisaig on 12 October was thought to be of passage 
birds heading further south. Despite several searches, no birds were located at 
Kilmuir, Skye. There were a few reports of singles associating with Pink-footed 
Geese flocks on the east coast. 
 
[European race ] Anser albifrons albifrons 
 
Winter/Spring: There was a single at Loch Fleet on 20 March, then two on the 
following day. It is not known whether these sightings are connected, but there 
were then reports of two at Udale Bay on 18 April, with a single there on 6 May, 
and a single at Dornoch Links on 14 May. 

 
 
Mute Swan Cygnus olor 
Resident in east, but scarce in north and west.  
 
Winter/Spring: During this period, there were 500 reports on BirdTrack but few 
concentrations of note. These included 30 birds at Alturlie on 3 January, 30 at Loch 
Eye on 7 January and 25 at Milton of Culloden on 12 January.  Larger numbers 
were recorded during WeBS counts, as shown below. On 2 May a bird with 
suspected avian flu was at Udale Bay. Two immatures at Loch Ba, Lochaber on 23 
May were well outwith their normal range.   
 
Breeding: The first occupied nests were reported at Corpach on 6 April and Boat of 
Garten on 8 April. A pair with six cygnets was at Loch Kinellan on 23 May.  
 

Summer: In the Inverness area, 15 birds were at Seafield on 29 July and 26 on 30 
August. At Alturlie, August reports included 35 birds on the 12th and 28 on the 
20th. The largest number was 55 at Loch Eye on 6 August, although it should be 
noted that this was 50% of the count at the same time in 2022. 
 
Autumn/Winter:  There were few significant concentrations and, even at Loch 
Eye, the peak count was only 44 on 12 September. Regular counts at Seafield 
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included 37 on 10 September and 36 on 22 October. Similarly, at Milton of 
Culloden, reports included 31 birds on 12 October and 28 on 5 November. Finally, 
there were 20 at Alturlie on 5 December. 
 
Mute Swan - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2023:  
                                 22 Jan        19 Feb         15 Oct      17 Dec  
Dornoch Firth                       21                30                  49              25 
Cromarty Firth             5                12                  24                8 
Beauly Firth                           3                10                    0                2 
Inverness Firth           26                24                  22             17 
Moray Basin Lochs              30                 21                 40             50 
TOTALS                        85                 97               135           102 

 
 
Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus    
Has bred and a small number of  individuals summer ( some local 
breeding events appear to involve feral birds ); common migrant 
and winter visitor, mainly in east.  
 
Winter/Spring: Few large winter concentrations were recorded. At Loans of 
Fearn, there were 53 birds on 3 January and 77 on 15 March. On 17 February, 25 
birds at Balnakeil could possibly have been early migrants. Migration was 
certainly noticeable on Skye by early March, although numbers increased later in 
the month, including 86 at Broadford Bay on the 21st, 58 at Storr Lochs on the 
22nd and 60 at Dunvegan on the 31st. Other March records were 85 birds at Skye 
of Curr, Strathspey on the 21st, 50 at Chanonry Point on the 28th, 92 roosting on 
a hill loch ÁÔ !ȭ #Èaoirnich, Gaick on the 30th and 80 at Arisaig on the 31st. There 
were 45 over Achiltibuie on 5 April. 
 
Breeding: In respect of the feral population, no information was received. A pair was 
observed displaying at Loch Achanalt on 3 May but, although noted subsequently, no 
further information on breeding was available. 
 
Summer:  Three birds were reported at Tain on 23 June. A single summered at 
Loch Suardal, Skye for the second year and one at Loch nan Eala, Arisaig. A pair 
summered at Loch Damph in Wester Ross.  
 
Autumn/Winter: The first wave of arrivals was on 22 September, with 20 birds 
over Drumfearn, Skye, 30 over Rhu, Arisaig and 17 at Dornoch. However, the main 
arrival was in October. Reports included 80 birds at Mains of Garten on the 9th 
and 60 at Loch Snizort, Skye on the 11th. On 12 October, there were 13 records 
throughout the day, with a peak of 110 at Nethy Bridge. At Portmahomack, reports 
included 150 birds on 13 October, 500 on 7 November and 280 on 17 November.  
It is inevitable that there will be a degree of duplication in some of these reports.   
Other counts included 350 at Tain on 17 October and 500 at Fearn on 26 October.  
The peak count at Loch Eye was 776 on 18 October, declining to 60 on 21 
November and 80 on 2 December. 
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Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna   
Breeder, but scarce in north and west; common in winter in Inner 
Moray Firth.  
 
Winter/Spring:  The largest concentrations were on the east coast, with 200 birds 
near Alturlie  on 3 January and 271 at Tain on 15 February. On the west coast, there 
was a count of 27 at Kentra Bay on 15 February. At Udale Bay, records included 
275 birds on 23 February and 135 on 10 March. Significantly larger counts were 
recorded on WeBS visits as shown below. Birds start to disperse into breeding 
areas by the end of March. 
 
Breeding:  As there were again few breeding reports, it is challenging to see any trends in 
breeding success. At Ullinish, Skye there was a female with a brood of nine on 18 May and 
another small brood at Loch Fleet on 6 June. Other reports of broods came from Whiteness 
Head, Fort George and Dingwall Bay. 

 
Summer : June reports included 100 birds at Tain on the 3rd and 35 at The Mound 
on the 9th. There was a group of 19 at Munlochy Bay on 4 August. 
 
Shelduck - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2023:  
                  22 Jan         19 Feb             15 Oct      17 Dec  
BroraɀDornoch        56               121                        0             34  
Dornoch Firth      532              536                    122          181      
Cromarty Firth      720              562                    127          717      
Beauly Firth            3                 30                        0               0 
Inverness Firth      182              356                        2              61      
TOTALS                 1493            1605                   251           993 
 
Autumn/Winter:  There is a disconnect between the numbers recorded during 
WeBS and counts recorded on BirdTrack. Birds disappear on moult migration 
during autumn, so early October WeBS counts are low and there are often few 
reports from the west coast. There was a report of 24 birds at Nigg Bay on 26 
September. At Tain, numbers increased from 40 on 16 October to 200 on 28 
November. At Dingwall, there was a report of 48 on 5 November. December counts 
included 76 at Alexandra Bridge, Tain on the 17th and 42 at Alturlie  on the 31st. 
 

 
Mandarin Duck  Aix galericulata   
Small introduced population in Strath Nairn ; rare elsewhere. 
 
Winter/Spring : In 2022 birds were present on the Black Water at Garve from 3 
January, with four pairs present on 21 January. It has not been confirmed whether 
these birds were a recent introduction, although they were being fed on the 
riverside. There were no reports from this specific location in 2023, but it is 
believed that birds remain there, which might account for some of the sightings 
away from the River Nairn catchment. For example, there were three birds at 
Kiltarlity on 23 March, a pair on the River Enrick at Corrimony on 27 March and a  
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pair at Aigas on 9 April. The only report from the west was a drake on the River 
Shiel on 4-5 April. Drakes were reported in May on Loch Ruthven, at Daviot and, 
in the north, at the River Naver. 
 
Breeding: On the River Nairn, it seems to have been an exceptional year, with four 
families of 5-7 birds upriver from  Balnafoich on 15 June. At Calrossie, near Tain a clutch 
successfully hatched from a nest in a nest in an owl box. 

 
Autumn/Winter : From 1-15 October there were 20 birds on the River Nairn at 
Cantraybridge, which may reflect a good breeding season.  There were a few other 
reports, the most significant of which was five birds at Killiechonate Woodlands, 
Roy Bridge, on 31 December. As suggested with the Garve population in 2022, it 
seems some of these isolated reports could involve released populations. 
 
 

Garganey Spatula querquedula 
Has bred; scarce migrant, mainly in east.  
 
Spring: There were only two reports. A male was seen at a regular site in the north 
on 8-9 May. A male was also reported in the company of eight Teal at Loch nan 
Cnapan, Carn Ban Mor, Badenoch & Strathspey at 870m on 3 June.  
 
Summer:  A female was reported flying with Teal at Fort George on 18 August.  
 
 
Shoveler  Spatula clypeata    
Has bred; scarce migrant and winter visitor, mainly in Inner Moray 
Firth.  
 
Winter/Spring: The main sources of reports were Tain and Loch Eye. At Tain, 
reports included 18 birds on 20 January and 12 on 21 January. The highest counts 
at Loch Eye were 30 on 12 February, 18 on 25 February, and 11 on 2 March. 
Singles were reported at Alturlie and Kyle of Durness on 3 February. There were 
regular reports in April at Insh Marshes. Records at Balnakeil included seven birds 
on 10 April and five on 9 May. Late passage birds were pairs at Lochlonghead on 
21 May and at Loch Shiel, Acharacle on 22 May. 
 
Breeding:  A female with five young was noted in NW Sutherland on 12 June and one 
fledgling was seen there on 26 July.  

 
Autumn/Winter:  Although there were reports from Alturlie and Nigg Bay, the 
main source of records was again the Tain/Loch Eye area. Tain reports included 
10 birds on 8 September, 22 on 11 October and 25 on 22 October. At Loch Eye, 
reports included 15 birds on 3 October, 15 on 21 November, and 20 on 29 
December. 
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Gadwall  Mareca strepera   
Has bred; scarce migrant and winter visitor.  
 
Winter/Spring:  Although the species probably winters in the Durness area, there 
were few reports. There were two birds at Kyle of Durness on 3 February.  Spring 
arrivals included two at Bunchrew on 18 March and two at Alturlie on 8 April.  
There were several reports from Balnakeil of up to 11 birds in April and May. 
 
Summer/Breeding : From several pairs at Balnakeil, a brood was confirmed on 26 July.  
The only other summer report was of seven birds at Alturlie on 10 August. 
 
Autumn/Winter:  Reports from Balnakeil continued, with excellent counts of 26 
on 30 September and 30 on 1 October. Six birds were on Insh Marshes at 
Invertromie/Ballochbuie on 29 September.  There were few reports in November, 
and none in December. 
 

 
Wigeon  Mareca penelope   
Uncommon breeder; common migrant and winter visitor, 
especially in Inner Moray Firth.  
 
Winter/Spring: There were 400 reports on BirdTrack during this period 
reflecting the widespread distribution of this species. All the major concentrations 
are on the east coast firths, as reflected in the WeBS counts below. January reports 
included 500 birds at Inver on the 2nd, 980 at Milton of Culloden on the 12th, 1350 
at Castle Stuart on the 14th and 500 at Tain on the 20th. In contrast, the peak count 
from Skye & Lochalsh was 115 at Ardelve on 8 January. There were 750 at 
Alexandra Bridge, Tain on 19 February. At Milton of Culloden, reports included 
400 birds 7 February and 700 on 15 March. Numbers declined into April as birds 
dispersed. 
 
Breeding:  Although it is not reflected in breeding success, by 29 April there were six pairs 
at Dulnain Bridge and five pairs at Deishar, Boat of Garten.  At Duthil Pool, 12 drakes were 
noted on 15 May and 15 on 22 May. On 2 June two broods were noted at Duthil and 3 
broods at Dulnain Bridge. 
 
Number of Wigeon pairs breeding at Insh Marshes 201 4ɀ2023: 
Year   2014   2015   2016   2017   2018   2019   2020   2021   2022   2023     
Pairs    26        35        29        26        22        15           *         15        17        26 
* count not done due to Covid-19 restrictions 

 
Summer: There were 30 birds at Tain on 16 July and 17 at Alturlie on 18 July. A 
report of 100 at Udale Bay on 30 August is likely to have included migrants. 
 
Autumn/Winter:  There were several significant concentrations in September, 
which included 1000 at Tain on the 19th and 1200 at Seafield, Inverness on the 
30th.  At Udale Bay there was a report of 500 on 12 October and, at Nigg, 700 on  
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17 October. The peak November counts were 1050 at Seafield on the 13th and 
1010 at Milton of Culloden on the 28th. December reports included 1070 birds at 
Alexandra Bridge on the 17th and 1000 at Ardersier on the 31st. 
 
Wigeon - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 202 3: 
                     22 Jan         19 Feb       15 Oct       17 Dec  
BroraɀDornoch        530               320             193             272  
Dornoch Firth      3384            2710           8800          4709 
Cromarty Firth      3757            3153        11590          5167      
Beauly Firth         658               490             102             288 
Inverness Firth      2818            2613           2075          3178        
Moray Basin Lochs         126              216                58               96 
TOTALS                 11273            9502         22818       13710 
 
 

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos    
Common breeder; common in winter, especially in Inner Moray 
Firth.  
 
Winter/Spring:  There were 900 records on BirdTrack from January-March, but 
the majority were of low numbers. The largest concentrations were found during 
WeBS counts, as shown below. On 4 January, reports included 105 birds at 
Balliefurth  and 100 at Grantown-on-Spey. In the west, there was a report of 84 at 
Gairloch on 30 January. Other records included 85 birds at Coulnakyle, Nethy 
Bridge on 4 February and 70 at Loch Eye on 2 March. There were few large 
concentrations later, as birds dispersed to breed. 
 
Breeding:  No broods were reported in April, but there were reports of broods in early 
May from Dulnain Bridge, Lochindorb and Morar. On 19 June, there was a count of 69 on 
the River Spey at Grantown-on-Spey, consisting of seven broods of various ages. At Loch 
Insh, there was a count of 46 unfledged young on 28 June. 
 
Number of Mallard pairs breeding at Insh Marshes 201 4-2023: 
Year    2014    2015    2016    2017    2018    2019   2020   2021   2022    2023 
Pairs   152       228       261      106       160      136         *        127     132       188 
* count not done due to Covid-19 restrictions 
 

Summer: Counts between Fort William and Caol included 100 on 27 June, 86 on 
15 July and 81 on 18 August. There were 83 at Beechwood, Inverness on 29 July, 
74 at Lochindorb on 14 August and 70 at Clachnaharry/South Kessock on 19 
August. The largest summer count was 120 at UHI Inverness on 10 August. 
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Mallard - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2023:  
                      22 Jan       19 Feb          15 Oct       17 Dec  
BroraɀDornoch         118             101                   48              83 
Dornoch Firth         679             399                 547           834       
Cromarty Firth         517             150                 176           434     
Beauly Firth          296             228                 181           297 
Inverness Firth         289                99                 106           220     
Moray Basin Lochs         119              131                   72           162 
TOTALS                    2018            1108               1130       2030 
 
Autumn/Winter:  Numbers seemed higher than in previous years. September 
reports included 150 birds at Dulnain Bridge on the 5th, 130 at 
Invertromie/Ballochbuie on the 18th and 200 at Jemimaville on the 27th. There 
were 104 at Beechwood on 27 October. December counts at Loch Eye included 
100 on 2 December and a year peak of 300 on the 29th.  There was also a report 
of 110 at Loch Duntelchaig on 6 December. 
 

 
Pintail  Anas acuta   
Rare breeder; locally common winter visitor in Inner Moray Firth, 
but scarce elsewhere. 
 
Winter/Spring: Winter counts on the east coast included 100 at Tain on 20 
January, 92 at Nigg Bay on 13 February and a peak of 167 at Nigg Bay on 9 March.  
These reports do not reflect fully the winter population of over 700 birds as found 
on WeBS. Following the report of wintering birds in 2022 at Ullapool, a pair was 
recorded again on 8 April. On Skye, there was a single male at Ashaig, Broadford 
on 25 May, presumably a late passage bird heading north. 
 
Autumn/Winter: The earliest arrivals were noted at Tain, of 15 on 9 September, 
followed by reports of 55 on 6 October, and 70 on 22 December. On Loch Mealt on 
Skye, a female was found on 23 October which remained until 18 November. The 
biggest concentrations were at Nigg Bay, with 200 on 8 November and 250 on 17 
December. 
 
Pintail - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2023:  
                                 22 Jan        19 Feb            15 Oct      17 Dec  
Dornoch Firth                    405             389                    94           428 
Cromarty Firth        250               17                    25           250   
Beauly Firth                        48               92                    32             82        
Inverness Firth             1                  0                      0                7   
Moray Basin Lochs                0                  0                      0                0     
TOTALS                     704              498                 151           767     
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Teal Anas crecca   
Widespread breeder in small numbers ; common migrant and 
winter visitor, especially in Inner Moray Firth.  
 
Winter/Spring: All the significant reports were from the east coast firths. In 
January, there was a peak of 715 birds at Tain on the 2nd, 450 there on the 20th 
and 500 at Drumancroy on the 22nd. There were reports of 375 at Loch Eye on 12 
February and, at Munlochy Bay, 430 on 26 February. The best March count was 
410 at Loch Eye on the 16th. Numbers tend to decline thereafter, as birds either 
disperse to breeding lochs or go on passage. 
 
Breeding: There were widespread reports from potential breeding sites in May, with 
three broods noted at Loch Ashie on the 25th. There were at least a dozen reports of 
broods, but this is a considerable underestimate of the overall population as this is a 
species which breeds widely in the area.  
 
Number of Teal pairs breeding at Insh Marshes 201 4ɀ2023: 
Year   2014   2015   2016   2017   2018   2019   2020   2021   2022   2023 
Pairs    81        88        84        55        66        58         *           62        64        66 
* count not done due to Covid-19 restrictions 
 

Summer: In the west, there was a report of 35 birds at Loch Shiel on 20 June. 
Reports from Dulnain Bridge included 34 birds on 20 July and 62 on 27 August.  
Numbers steadily built up during August on east coast sites, with 100 at Alturlie 
on the 20th and 140 at Seafield, Inverness on the 30th.   
 
Autumn/Winter:  All the significant concentrations were on the east coast, with 
numbers building up in September, and reports included 330 birds at Milton of 
Culloden on the 5th and an autumn peak of 800 at Dingwall on the 11th. At Insh 
Marshes, there was a report of 100 on 20 September. Reports in October and 
November appeared to be of lower numbers than normal. This trend continued 
into December, with 220 birds at Dornoch on the 11th, 260 at Milton of Culloden 
on the 13th and 250 at Loch Eye on the 29th. 
 
Teal - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2023:  
                    22 Jan        19 Feb         15 Oct         17 Dec  
BroraɀDornoch          18                   7                  49                   0    
Dornoch Firth                  1304           1047             1325              967        
Cromarty Firth        574              204               320              473       
Beauly Firth         461              316               632              348 
Inverness Firth        824              325               336              517       
Moray Basin Lochs          74               143                 27              103 
TOTALS                   3255            2042            2689            2408    
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Green-winged Teal  Anas carolinensis 
Rare winter visitor, especially in Inner Moray Firth . 
 
Winter/Spring: The regular overwintering bird at Tain was recorded frequently 
between 2 January and 7 March.  Possibly the same bird was recorded at Loch Eye 
on several dates in January and February. A drake was also at Alturlie, including 
Alturlie Pools, between 2 January and 24 March. Other reports of a drake at Castle 
Stuart between 13-20 March, and at Easter Dalziel between 13-17 March, may 
refer to the same bird. An adult bird was seen at Dalchork, near Loch Shin on 21 
May. Probably three different birds. 
 
Autumn/Winter: The returning drake was at Tain between 8 November and 31 
December.  There was a drake at the Mound on 21 November. 

 
 
Pochard  Aythya ferina    
Has bred; usually scarce migrant and winter visitor, mainly in 
Inner Moray Firth basin.  
 
Autumn/Winter:  Four birds were recorded at Loch Eye on 17 October.  

 
 
Ring-necked Duck  Aythya collaris    
Scarce vagrant. 
 
Winter/Spring: A female, which had been present the previous December, was 
reported with Tufted Ducks at Loch Morlich on 7 January. Probably the same bird 
was reported visiting other lochs, including Milton Loch and Loch Garten. It was 
also reported regularly between 25 February and 4 May on Loch Vaa, where a 
drake was also reported between 20 March and 12 April. A male was also seen at 
Loch Insh on 4 April. A male was reported at Loch Shiel, Acharacle between 12 
February and 2 March. There was also a report of a drake at Loch Eye between 9-
20 March. Probably five different birds. 
 
Autumn/Winter: The only report was of the returning drake at Acharacle, Loch 
Shiel, between 26 and 29 October. 

 
 
Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula    
Common breeder in most areas; locally common, but declining 
winter visitor, especially in Inner Moray Firth.  
 
Winter/Spring: Loch Eye remains the most important wintering site in the area, 
with 62 on 25 February, peaking at 110 on 9 March, and 70 on 16 March. There 
were 25 birds at Merkinch on 21 January. There was a report of 24 at Loch Vaa on 
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26 February but there were no significant reports from Loch Insh. In the west, 17 
were at Acharacle on 6 April. 
 
Breeding: No more than 10 broods were recorded on BirdTrack. The first ducklings were 
noted at Milton Loch, Boat of Garten on 20 June. Two broods were seen on Loch Shiel on 
22 July. 
 
Number of Tufted Duck pairs breeding at Insh Marshes 201 4ɀ2023: 
Year       2014   2015   2016   2017   2018   2019   2020   2021   2022   2023 
Pairs        17        17           9        13          6        14          *         10           7        24                                   
* count not done due to Covid-19 restrictions          

 
Summer:  The best count in summer was 18 at Loch Eye on 6 August. 
 
Autumn/Winter: The largest numbers were again recorded on Loch Eye, where 
peak monthly counts were 55 on 12 September, an impressive 262 on 17 October, 
120 on 21 November, reducing to 40 on 20 December. At Loch Alvie, there were 
26 on 25 November. In the north, there was a report of 21 birds at Keoldale, near 
Durness on 17 November. In the west, there was a report of 22 at Loch Shiel on 29 
November and, on Skye, the best count was of 22 birds at Loch Mealt on 25 
September. 
 
Tufted Duck - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2023: 
                                 22 Jan        19 Feb          15 Oct          17 Dec  
Dornoch Firth                     115                45                  37                  79 
Cromarty Firth              0                  0                     0                    1        
Beauly Firth                           3                  0                     0                    0            
Inverness Firth              1                  1                     4                    2       
Moray Basin Lochs               14             126               154                102   
TOTALS                       133             172               195                184 
 
 

Scaup Aythya marila   
Has bred; locally common winter visitor in Inner Moray Firth, but 
scarce elsewhere. 
 
Winter/Spring: The main sites traditionally used are the Cromarty and Inverness 
Firths.  In the Cromarty Firth , a dedicated Scaup study recorded an impressive 840 
birds on 14 January, rising even further to an astonishing 1320 on the 28th. These 
very high numbers persisted, finally peaking at an unprecedented 1420 on 25 
February, before dropping to 1040 by 12 March, falling away to 590 by the 29th, 
with 320 still present on 28 April. By contrast, the Inverness Firth appeared 
notably less used, with peak counts of 30 on 4 January, 70 on 21 February, 
increasing to 108 by 3 March and finally peaking at 150 on 15 April. Away from 
core sites, five birds were recorded at Camas Daraich, Skye on 1 May, with a male 
on Loch Brora the next day, all suspected north-bound spring migrants. 
 
Summer/breeding: After an amazing winter, there was an increase in summer sightings 
compared to recent years: a male in the Loch Shiel area from at least 21-24 May; a single 
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bird (unsexed) at Boat of Garten on 17 June; an adult male in the Rhiconich area from 12-
18 June; two birds in NW Sutherland on 9 May, with a female present to at least 12 July; 
and a female on an east Inverness-shire loch on 14 July. Some of these records are 
ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÏÆ ȬÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅȭ ÂÒÅÅÄÉÎÇ ÓÔÁÔÕÓȢ 9ÅÔȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÎÏ ÃÏÎÆÉÒÍÅÄ ÂÒÅÅÄÉÎÇ ÉÎ 
Highland for over 75 years. 

 
Autumn/Winter:  In the Cromarty Firth, the first  returning birds were 20 on 29 
August, rising to 54 on 10 September. Compared to 2022, birds were slow to 
arrive, peaking at only 455 on 26 October, eventually rising to 780 by 19 
November. The peak count occurred in late winter, with 870 on 28 December.  Few 
birds used the Inverness Firth again, with a typical count of 33 on 13 December. A 
smattering of October singles was reported at Loch Ashie (10th), Ardersier Lagoon 
(12th), Lochindorb (21st) and Loch Shiel (28th). Loch Eye held 11 birds on the 
22nd. Unusually, Loch Shin held 15 on 31 December. 
 
Scaup - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2023:  
                                 22 Jan       19 Feb            15 Oct        17 Dec 
BroraɀDornoch                         0                 0                      0                  0 
Dornoch Firth                            0                 1                      0                  0              
Cromarty Firth                    616            748                 256             447         
Inverness Firth                                   0               44                   12                40         
Moray Basin Lochs                            0                 0                      0                  7            
TOTALS                                  616            793                 268             494                   
 
 

Eider  Somateria mollissima   
Common breeder; locally common in winter.  
 
Winter/Spring : The outer Cromarty Firth held 320 on 14 January, with the Embo 
coastal zone supporting 250 on the 30th. Around 125 were present at Tarbat Ness 
on 27 February. Chanonry Point supported 178 on 1 March, whilst the Loch Fleet 
channel/Embo coastal zone peaked at 665 on the 19th (notably down after 2022, 
an avian flu year). Golspie coastal zone held 480 on 2 April, whilst 275, all male, 
were off Newhall Point in the Cromarty Firth on the 17th. On the west coast, 
Clashnessie supported 15 on 30 January, with nine being noted at Ullapool on 3 
February. Numbers at Kinloch, Loch Scresort, Rum peaked at 20 on 11 March. 
 
Breeding:  Monitoring of the Invergordon colony found the number of nests to be 
slightly down on the peak year (2021 = 166 nests). However, the 140 nests recorded 
was a positive increase from only 127 in 2022 (an avian flu year), with 61% of nests 
successfully producing ducklings (B. Swann & I. Brockway). Away from the Cromarty 
Firth, breeding data were scarce, ×ÉÔÈ ÓÉØ ÒÅÃÏÒÄÓ ÏÆ ȬÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅȭ ÂÒÅÅÄÉÎÇ, ςπ ȬÐÒÏÂÁÂÌÅȭ 
ÁÎÄ ÏÎÌÙ ρρ ȬÃÏÎÆÉÒÍÅÄȭȟ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÉÎÇ "ÒÏÒÁȟ ,ÏÃÈ &ÌÅÅÔȟ &ÏÒÔ 7ÉÌÌÉÁÍȟ 'ÒÕÉÎÁÒÄ "ÁÙ and 
Eigg.   
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Eider brood  or crech e sizes reported  during 2023:  
Number of ducklings     1         2         3         4         5         6         7         20 
Number of reports           1 1         1         1          1         2         1           1              
Total ducklings (minimum) = 54. 

 
Autumn/Winter:  The peak count within the Cromarty Firth was only 400, on 23 
September. Eider in the Loch Fleet/Embo coastal zone numbered 200 on 3 
October, rising to 550 by 2 November.  Chanonry Point held 72 on 19 October and 
Portmahomack 125 on 19 November. On the west coast, there were 60 at 
Clovullin, Corran on Loch Linnhe on 8 August, 35 at Ullapool on 23 September, 15 
at Aultbea on 2 November and 42 at Corran on the 10th.  
 
[Northern Eider]  Somateria mollissima borealis  
Winter/Spring:  The first birds showing characteristics of ssp. borealis were two 
on 28-30 January and one was reported on 24 April, all associating with Eiders 
using the Loch Fleet/Embo coastal zone. 
 
Autumn/Winter:  The first bird of the winter was identified on 2 November, 
associating with the same Eider flock.  
 
 

Harlequin Duck  Histrionicus histrionicus    
Vagrant.   
 
Summer:  A male was discovered and photographed on 5 August at Littleferry, 
Loch Fleet. It was recorded again in the same general area the following day but 
was not seen thereafter. 
 

 

 
Surf Scoters and Common Scoters, Dornoch  © Dean MacAskill 
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Surf Scoter Melanitta perspicillata    
Rare visitor . 
 
Winter/Spring: Two adult males were present, normally together, off Embo from 
20-30 January. 
 
Autumn/Winter: A minimum of three birds were recorded using the Dornoch 
offshore zone during this seasonal period, involving two adult males from 7 
November to 2 December. In addition, a female was reported on 11 November.  

 
 

Velvet Scoter  Melanitta fusca    
Uncommon winter visitor in the wider Moray Firth, but rare 
elsewhere.   
 
Winter/Spring: Numbers of birds and reports were low overall, reflective of 
population decline. Five birds were off Embo during January, slowly increasing to 
peak at 18 on the 30th. Fifteen were off Dornoch on 3 February and again on 15 
March, with four passing Tarbat Ness on the 20th. Embo coastal zone held 18 on 
23 April. In the west, four were noted flying over outer Loch Carron on 5 April.  
 
Autumn/Winter:  Two birds were off Alturlie on 11 November and two off Brora 
on the 13th. A single was off Embo on 2 November but, unusually, the west coast 
had the autumn/winter peak with four at Poolewe on 30 October.  

 
 

Common Scoter Melanitta nigra    
Scarce breeder in north and west; locally common in the wider 
Moray Firth during winter/spring, but scarce elsewhere; some 
over-summer.  
 
Winter/Spring:  Numbers normalised on the east coast, with 605 birds off the 
Dornoch coastal zone on 7 January and 180 off Embo on the 25th. Dornoch still 
held decent numbers in February, with 770 on the 3rd, while 48 flew south past 
Tarbat Ness on the 27th and 70 were off Embo on 11 April. Spring stop-over at 
Portmahomack started to build, with 845 birds on 14 April, rising dramatically to 
3940 by the 28th. Impressive numbers persisted, with 3730 still there on 13 May, 
but rapidly  fell away to 2290 on the 19th and only 1000 on the 22nd. Brora 
supported 150 on 25 May. On the west coast, 10 were at Loch Gairloch on 19 
February, six at Inverewe on 4 March, 10 at Gruinard Bay on the 12th and 21 at 
Ashaig, Skye on the 28th. Pabay Sound held 12 on 25 May. 
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Breeding /summer : 15 females were on West Inverness-shire lochs and in Sutherland, 
three females were on the two lochs surveyed. One bird was on Loch Insh throughout July. 
On the coast, 25 at Hilton of Cadboll on 4 June and two at Laide on 27 June.  

 
Autumn/Winter:  Autumn storms were considered to have severely impacted 
sea-duck nearshore marine habitats and their prey resource, thus affecting 
wintering populations. The consequential impacts persisted throughout winter 
2023/24  (see Patterson & MacAskill, 2024, Scottish Birds 44(4): in press). In 
September, 12 birds were noted at Chanonry Point on the 15th and 20 off Brora 
on the 26th. Dornoch coastal zone supported only 545 on 5 November, dropping 
further to only 360 on the 21st. Hilton of Cadboll held 170 on the 15th and 110 
were off Embo on the 17th. Some individuals switched to find forage in sheltered  
firths, with 40 female/immature birds in the Cromarty on 10 December, whilst 
hundreds probably departed instead. The peak thereafter was only 50 individuals 
using the Dornoch and Embo coasts.  

 
 
Long-tailed Duck  Clangula hyemalis   
Locally common in the wider Moray Firth during winter/spring, 
but scarce elsewhere. 
 
Winter/Spring:  Wintering numbers appear to be on the decline generally. 
Dornoch coastal zone held 255 birds on 7 January, with Embo supporting 320 on 
the 25th. Small numbers were recorded at Tarbat Ness during mid-winter, 
peaking at 51 on 18 February. Moving into late winter, Golspie coastal zone 
peaked at 290 on 17 March, with 42 noted at Alturlie on the 24th. Low numbers 
were also noted at spring staging sites, with Golspie peaking at only 255 on 7 April, 
in contrast to 1205 in 2022. Portmahomack supported only 680 on 25 April (2100 
in 2022 around the same time), with numbers falling away sharply by the 28th to 
only 160. Few records were forthcoming from the west, involving mainly singles. 
 
Summer: One female was seen at Whiteness on 15 June and one bird at Embo on 
4 July. 
 
Autumn/Winter: Like Common Scoter, this species was also adversely affected 
by severe autumnal storms. The first seven returning birds were noted at Skelbo 
on 14 September. On 2 October, 112 were off Chanonry Point, with Brora 
supporting 46 on the 18th. The Cromarty Firth held 64 at a likely night roost on 
the 23rd, whilst 50 were at Ardersier/Connage Bay on the 30th. On 2 November, 
290 off Coul Links proved to be the peak winter count, in advance of Storm Debi. 
Thereafter, very low numbers were recorded along traditionally used east coast 
zones, with a plethora of records indicating many birds had vacated the coast in 
the hope of finding forage at inland freshwater sites instead. For example, Loch 
Eye, about 5km from the Outer Dornoch Firth, consistently held birds throughout 
the autumn/winter, peaking at 23 on 31 December, which is unprecedented. 
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Long-tailed Duck, Lochan Sgeireach, Stoer. © David Haines 
 

 

Goldeneye Bucephala clangula    
Scarce local breeder, mainly in Strathspey; locally common during 
winter/spring.   
 
Winter/Spring:  The highest count for a single site, came as usual from Loch Eye; 
80 on 9 January, peaking at 137 on 25 February, with 125 still there on 20 March.  
The Inverness Firth held 52 off Clachnaharry on 13 January, peaking at 105 off 
Seafield on 26 February. Merkinch LNR held a respectable 30 individuals on 7 
February. On the west coast, the highest winter count was 62 at Gairloch on 30 
January. Spring numbers were low overall, but Loch Insh held 17 birds on 2 May.  
 
Breeding:  Breeding data increased on last year, including records of 37 possible, 115 
probable and 56 confirmed. First duckling broods were noted on 14 May, at Bognacruie, 
Abernethy. 

 
Number of Goldeneye pairs breeding at Insh Marshes 2014 ɀ2023:  
Year      2014   2015    2016   2017   2018   2019          2020   2021   2022   2023 
Pairs          8          6            9          8           9^      12^    Covid-19      5         nr           4 
^ nest boxes with incubating birds 
nr = not recorded  
 
Goldeneye brood or creche sizes reported during 2023:  
Number of ducklings    1         2         3         4         5         6         7         12         15 
Number of reports           2 2         3         7         2          1         3           2            1              
Total ducklings (minimum) = 119. 
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Goldeneye - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2023:  
                     22 Jan       19 Feb         15 Oct        17 Dec 
BroraɀDornoch            9                 8                    0                  4          
Dornoch Firth          53              47                    4                  9  
East Ross coast                      6                 2                    0                  0 
Cromarty Firth                     22              10                    5                  7        
Beauly Firth                        22                3                    1                  3  
Inverness Firth          87            192                  15               25      
Moray Basin Lochs          62            117                  16             141    
TOTALS                     261            379                  41             189     
 
Autumn/Winter:  At Loch aȭ Chnuic, Abernethy 30 birds were still present on 14 
September. Winter numbers were low overall, but the peak count came from Loch 
Eye, a Highland winter stronghold, involving 130 on 21 November. In the 
Inverness Firth, 32 utilised the Clachnaharry to South Kessock section. In the west, 
the River Shiel supported 15 on 28 November and 34 were at Dorlin/Castle 
Tioram the next day.  
 
     

Smew Mergellus albellus 
Scarce winter visitor.  
 
Autumn/winter:  A female type (redhead) was using the lagoon at the Port of 
Ardersier on 27 November.  

 
 

Goosander Mergus merganser      
Widespread riparian breeder in small numbers; uncommon and 
local in autumn and winter.  
 
Winter/Spring:  Mainly small numbers were noted throughout this period. 
However, 12 were at Inverkirkaig on 1 January, with Loch Ashie holding eight on 
the 7th, rising to 11 on 18 February. Avoch coast supported 13 on 12 March.  
Thereafter, small flocks dispersed into pairs/groups moving to prospective 
breeding sites from mid-March. 
 
Breeding:  A welcome increase in breeding data was received, including 34 possible, 45 
probable and 23 confirmed records. The first duckling brood was noted on 20 May, at 
Nethy Bridge. Key breeding sites included Spey Dam and Tulloch in Strathspey, the River 
Conon at Moy Bridge, and Kilmarie and Loch Slapin on Skye. 
 
Goosander brood or creche sizes reported during 2023:  
Number of ducklings             3         4         5         6         7         8         9 
Number of reports                    1          1         6         0         0         2          2                              
Total ducklings (minimum) = 71. 
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Summer:  Few large summer flocks were recorded. Milton of Culloden coast held 
49 birds on 9 June, with 40 at Dorlin/Castle Tioram on 19 August and 32 at Kentra 
Bay on the 29th. 
 
Autumn/Winter:  Only small numbers were noted throughout this period, the 
most notable counts being 28 at Grantown-on-Spey on 8 September and 18 at 
Achabeag, Morvern on the same day. Seafield, Inverness held 38 on the 13th.  
There were 12 at Loch Shiel on 29 November and four at Loch Arkaig on 30 
December. 
 
 

Red-breasted Merganser  Mergus serrator    
Widespread, mainly coastal, breeder in small numbers; locally 
common in autumn and winter, especially in Inner Moray Firth.  
 
Winter/Spring: Alturlie  shore held 17 birds on 20 January. Five separate flocks 
off Golspie coastal zone totalled 240 on 3 February, with 90 off Dornoch Point on 
8 March. On 20 March 96 utilised Loch Fleet. On the west coast, Clovullin on Loch 
Linnhe held 24 on 28 January, with 21 at Ashaig, Skye on 11 March and 17 at Fort 
William on 25 April. 
 
Red-breasted Merganser - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2023:  
                   22 Jan       19 Feb         15 Oct        17 Dec 
BroraɀDornoch        60               22                 41                16   
Dornoch Firth          3                10                   7                  5       
East Ross coast                    5                   1                   0                  0 
Cromarty Firth        22                21                20                22       
Beauly Firth                        2                  2                   9                   2  
Inverness Firth        18                11                46                 17       
Moray Basin Lochs          0                   0                   0                  6       
TOTALS                   110                67               123               68 
 
Breeding:  Another positive increase in breeding data involved nine possible, 45 probable 
and 18 confirmed records. Most notable were nine pairs along the length of Loch Shiel (by 
boat). The first duckling brood was noted on 19 June at Loch Scresort, Rum. Key breeding 
sites included The Mound Lagoon and Little Assynt in Sutherland, Loch Slapin on Skye, 
Loch Shiel and Loch Ruthven. A welcome increase in duckling data was reported, as 
below: 
 
Red-breasted Merganser brood or creche sizes reported during 2023:  
Number of ducklings             3         4         5         6         7         8         9         10 
Number of reports                    1         4          3         1         3         1         4           1                               
Total ducklings (minimum) = 115. 

 
Summer:  Embo coastal zone held 58 birds on 29 June. Around 100 were at Camas 
Shallachain, Loch Linnhe on 21 July. On 13 August ,160 were counted off Tain 
coast, whilst the Ardersier/Connage Bay flock peaked at 200 next day.   
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Autumn/Winter:  Numbers in many favoured estuaries and coasts appear to have 
peaked during September. On the 8th, Loch Fleet held 220, involving roosting and 
foraging birds. The Cromarty Firth also held day-roosting and foraging birds, 
totalling an impressive 675 on the 10th. The Loch Fleet/Embo coastal zone 
supported 240 on the 12th, peaking at 270 on the 15th. On the west coast, 
Clovullin held 79 on 3 November and Loch nan Ceall, Arisaig supported 35 on the 
11th. 

 
 
Red Grouse Lagopus lagopus 
Common to abundant  resident on upland moors, especiall y across 
eastern areas and in Badenoch & Strathspey. 
 
Winter/Spring:  Regular reports came from across the recording area, although 
predominantly from the east. Most records were in single figures, but 
exceptionally high counts of about 100 at Creag Bhalg, Kingussie on 18 January 
and about 70 at Balsporran Cottages, Drumochter on 20 January were notable. 
Spring counts were again in single figures. 

 
Breeding: There were only nine BirdTrack records of birds with dependent chicks, Chick 
counts ranged from two to 12. 

 
Summer/Autumn/Winter:  Distribution was similar  to that earlier in the year. 
Although widely recorded, most records were again in single figures. Counts in 
double figures came from Lochindorb, Balsporran Cottages, Dava Moor and Allt 
Buel an Sporain, Drumochter. High counts came from several tetrads in winter, 
including, on 6 December, 150 from NJ03U and 56 from NJ03Z (both tetrads near 
Grantown-on-Spey). 

 

 
Ptarmigan  Lagopus muta      
Locally common breeding resident in montane areas, although 
probably declining across Scottish range.  
 
Winter/Spring: Birds were recorded across montane habitats throughout the 
Highland recording area, but all birds were either noted as simply present or only 
in single figures, with only three counts exceeding five individuals. Highest counts 
were of 13 individuals on Seana Bhraigh, SW Sutherland on 7 January and 14 at 
Cuaich Cottages, near Dalwhinnie on 17 May. Five individuals were recorded on 
An Teallach, Dundonnell on 24 January and five on Canisp, SW Sutherland on 7 
April. 

 
Breeding: Confirmed breeding records on BirdTrack (mostly of birds with pre-fledged 
chicks) were recorded from Breabag, Assynt on 2 June, Maoile Lunndaidh, Easter Ross on 
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8 June, both Geal-charn and Sgor Gaoith, Glenfeshie on 26 June, Cairn Gorm on 22 June 
and on 10 July, and Ben Klibreck, near Altnaharra on 14 July. The highest count was of 12 
birds in two coveys of eight and four birds respectively on Creag Meagaidh NNR on 3 July. 
The last record was of an adult with young on 10 August. 
 

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  Records came from across Highland at altitude 
(including two records at an altitude of only 700m) but few reports were of groups 
of 10 or more birds.  Highest counts included: a total of 20 on two Munros near 
Loch Ossian on 25 October; 15 on Ben Loyal, near Tongue on 24 September; 14 on 
Ben Aslak, Skye on 11 December; and 13 on Bynack Moor in the Cairngorms on 23 
October. 

 
 

Capercaillie  Tetrao urogallus    
Restricted to coniferous forests, mainly in Badenoch & Strathspey; 
scarce and declining elsewhere. 
 
Winter/Spring/Summer/Autumn: Over 30 BirdTrack and eBird records were 
received, with most referring to incidental records of birds seen, especially along 
tracks and feeding in trees, but at least two were from licensed lek surveys. About 
half were recorded in spring, with most of the remainder from autumn and winter.  
The great majority were from the core area of Badenoch & Strathspey. One, now 
exceptional, count was of 11 birds in Rothiemurchus Forest on 5 October. 

 
Breeding: This year showed another increase in lekking males recorded in Strathspey. 
The total lekking males increased from 132 males in 2022 to 147 in 2023. The number of 
leks occupied in Strathspey rose to 35 leks against 30 in 2022. Survey areas were reduced 
to be more targeted. More historic leks were surveyed less regularly, unless cold searches 
indicated that they are being recolonised. There was an increase in total lekking males 
recorded in Easter Ross, with 14 males being recorded in 2023 compared to eight males 
in 2022. The number of leks occupied increased by two, with six leks occupied in 2022 
and eight leks occupied in 2023. The survey effort has remained consistent here since 
2014. Only one brood was seen, of a single chick, in Easter Ross, although brood(s) were 
also observed in Abernethy.  
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Figure 1  ɀ The minimum number of lekking Capercaillie males recorded in the Highland 

region between 2002-2023 (2020 missed due to Covid restrictions) 

 

 
Figure 2  ɀ The number of Capercaillie leks surveyed and occupied in the Strathspey 

region between 2002-2023 (2020 missed due to Covid restrictions) 

 
 

 
 

Figure 3  ɀ The number of Capercaillie leks surveyed and occupied in the Easter Ross 
region between 2002-2023 (2020 missed due to Covid restrictions) 

 
 

 
 
 

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

Number of leks surveyed and occupied in Strathspey

Surveyed Occupied

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

Number of leks surveyed and occupied in Easter Ross

Surveyed Occupied



                                                                 

62 

 

 
Black Grouse Lyrurus tetrix     
Locally common resident , maybe stable/declini ng in east, whereas  
trends elsewhere are uncertain.  
 
Winter/Spring:  Although widely recorded across the recording area, reports 
from eastern and central Highland dominated. The great majority of records were 
from the early part of the year, especially spring when birds are often observed at 
lek sites. During the period 20 March to 20 May, the largest lek recorded was of 20 
males, with a mean maximum lek size of 7.6 males (range 1-20, from 28 leks 
counted). Co-ordinated lek counts from Speyside and RSPB Corrimony reserve are 
shown below. It appears that numbers may be declining at Corrimony, although 
the trend in the wider Beauly catchment area may be stable. 

 
Breeding:  Other than records from lek sites, there were only four sightings of broods 
(two, three, three and four chicks).   

 
2023 Summary from the Speyside Black Grouse Study Group:  
In 2023, 81 leks across 18 estates counted 469 displaying males. The largest lek was of 20 
males, ×ÉÔÈ ρτ ÌÅËÓ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÅÄ ÂÙ ρπ ÏÒ ÍÏÒÅ ÍÁÌÅÓȢ &ÏÒ ÔÈÅ ςω ȬÃÏÒÅȭ ÌÅË ÓÉÔÅÓ ÏÎ ÅÉÇÈÔ 
estates, counted annually since 2001, numbers were similar in the last two years, with a 
48% decline (84 males in 2023) since 2001 (163 males). For the leks surveyed in both 
2022 and 2023, there was on average an increase of 10% (457 males in 2023 and 416 
males in 2022). The trends varied between estates from a decline of 29% to an increase 
of 92%. Further work is needed to understand the differences in the trends within 
Speyside, although positive trends are likely linked to reduced deer densities encouraging 
woodland regeneration. 

 

 
Figure 1. Peak male lek count across Speyside. Note that the number of leks counted 

and the number of participating estates varies between years. 
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Black Grouse Lek Counts at RSPB Corrimony: 

 
Figure 2 : Number of males counted at leks at RSPB Corrimony: 1998-2023 

 
 

 

Black Grouse, near Rogart.  © Dean MacAskill 
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Figure 3 : Population trends of Black Grouse males at lek sites across the Beauly 

catchment, 2007-2021.  Blue bars are estimates with confidence intervals and green 
bars are complete counts. 

 
Summer/Autumn/Winter:  Birds were widely recorded across Highland in 
summer and autumn, mostly in single figures, with high counts of 23 in a 5km 
square near Fort William on 5 October, 26 near Loch Luichart in Easter Ross on 3 
November and 30 at Abernethy on 25 November. 

 
 

Grey Partridge  Perdix perdix   
Restricted to a few local breeding populations  in Inner Moray Firth 
Basin; sightings elsewhere probably derive from released birds.  
 
Winter/Spring:  There were small numbers recorded, generally across lowland 
eastern areas of the recording area, with counts mostly of birds in single figures, 
apart from a count of 10 from Tain on 2 January. 

 
Breeding: No confirmed breeding records were received.  

 
Autumn/Winter:  Larger groups were recorded across eastern areas, ranging in 
size from 2-17 birds (mean 8.5, n=12). High counts came from Hilton of Cadboll 
(17 on 4 December), Cromdale (14 on 30 November) and Loch Eye (13 on 29 
December). 
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Pheasant Phasianus colchicus      
Common resident breeder, supplemented by huge numbers of birds 
released by shooting estates. 
 
Winter/Spring: Over 700 BirdTrack and 265 eBird records were submitted from 
January to the end of May, with most coming from the eastern part of the recording 
area. Most records simply referred to birds being present and, where counts were 
made, the majority were in single figures only. The highest counts were 30 at Dell 
of Killiehuntly, Insh Marshes on 1 January, 38+ at Ruthven, Findhorn on 5 January, 
over 30 seen along the Spey Way on 28 February and 30 on a Nethy Bridge tetrad 
on 7 March. 

 
Breeding:  There were very few breeding records (three on BirdTrack).  

 
Summer/Autumn/Winter:  As in January to May, most records originated from 
eastern parts of the recording area, especially Badenoch & Strathspey and Easter 
Ross, but there were scattered records from both western, including Inner 
Hebrides, e.g. Eigg, and northern parts of the recording area, e.g. Forsinard, 
Gordonbush. It is likely that most of the latter refer to naturalised birds rather than 
releases for shooting. As might be expected, birds were recorded in larger 
numbers in late summer, autumn, and early winter, presumably as a result of 
releases. The first confirmed record of released birds was made on 24 July at 
Pitmain Lodge, Kingussie, when over 30 were seen. Over 70 were recorded at 
Ballachroan, Kingussie on 13 October and more than 80 from Blargie Craig, Laggan 
on 14 October. Ballachroan also recorded the highest total of over 100, on 23 
October. 

 
 

Quail  Coturnix coturnix     
Rare breeder and scarce summer visitor.  
 
Spring/Summer:  There were 15 records from what were likely to be 10 separate 
places, in Strathspey, Inverness-shire, Easter Ross, north Sutherland and Skye.  
Two records, with separate grid references, may refer to the same bird(s) that 
moved location. Most records were of single birds or simply recorded as present, 
but one record was of two birds at Kilmuir, Skye was notable.  Only six records 
referred to birds confirmed calling, but it is likely that most or all were heard 
rather than seen. The first confirmed record was on 3 June from Tullochgorum, 
Boat of Garten, and the last from Hilton of Cadboll, Easter Ross on 27 July.   
 
Quail - 10-year summary of records of calling males 2014 ɀ2023:  
             2014   2015   2016   2017   2018   2019   2020   2021   2022   2023 
Records 20           4          5        10          9        10           4      7    7          11 
 
Breeding:  There were no confirmed breeding records. 
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Red-legged Partridge  Alectoris rufa    
Released annually in high numbers by commercial shooting 
estates and so can be found quite widely dispersed; scarce 
elsewhere. 
 
Spring/Summer/Autumn/Winter:  Generally recorded in single figures, or 
present, in all months, birds could be seen almost anywhere, but mainly across 
eastern parts, especially Badenoch & Strathspey and east Inverness-shire. Most 
records were in spring and summer. High counts were seen in mid-late summer, 
presumably after commercial releases, all in the Kingussie area. These included an 
early record on 24 July from Pitmain Lodge of 20+ birds, then 100+ at Balavil on 
15 August, 80+ at Pitmain Lodge on 19 September and around 100 at Ballachroan 
on 23 October.  

 
Breeding : There were four confirmed breeding records, two of fledged young at two 
locations in Badenoch & Strathspey on 15 June and 10 July, one at Lynebeg, Moy on 19 
July and one in Strath Dearn of a pair with chicks on 20 July. 

 
 

Alpine Swift  Tachymarptis melba 
Vagrant.  
 
Spring:  A bird was seen in Mallaig on 19 March and then one NW of Eigg on 4 
April. Both records are likely to have been part of what is considered to have been 
a major influx of this species into Great Britain, and particularly Ireland, in March. 
Given this large influx, these may be separate birds, although their proximity 
makes this uncertain. The Mallaig bird is only the second ever for Highland. 

 
 

Swift  Apus apus 
Locally common summer visitor & breeder in east, but usually 
scarce in north and west.  
 
Spring/Summer:  The first  record, of two birds, was from Kingussie on 2 May, 
although the main influx appears to have occurred from around 12 May. The great 
majority of records were of birds in single figures, with areas to the east 
predominating, especially Inverness/Easter Ross and Badenoch & Strathspey 
areas. The highest spring count was 15, in both Inverness on 21 May and at 
Glenfinnan Viaduct on 26 May. Notably high counts from later in the year, of post-
breeding flocks, were largely from late July and August: 35 at Avoch on 27 July; 45 
at Smithton on 28 July; 40 over Dingwall on 28 July; and the highest count 
reported, 60 over Aviemore on 7 August. 
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Breeding : There was a small number of records of confirmed breeding, including: what 
was assumed to be three pairs nesting on Laggan Hotel on 4 June; an occupied nest at 
Dalwhinnie Distillery on 25 July; fledged young at Carrbridge (in a party of 17) on 10 
August; and 10 birds from three nests with young in Fort Augustus on 10 August. Most 
large gatherings noted previously in late July were almost certainly due to the presence 
of recently fledged juveniles. 

 
Autumn:  The great majority of birds appear to have left the recording area by the 
end of August, but there were reports of birds throughout September in very small 
numbers. The last birds recorded from 22 September onwards were at Insh 
Marshes and the very last record was from Invertromie/Ballochbuie on 9 October. 

 
 

Cuckoo Cuculus canorus    
Common summer visitor & breeder.  
 
Spring/Summer: Commonly recorded across the whole recording area, there 
were over 1000 BirdTrack and eBird records, 98% of which were in April-June.  
The first recorded bird was in Portree on Skye on 12 April, although the major 
influx into Highland occurred from about 15-16 April onwards. The reporting rate 
graph below shows that the timing of this arrival coincided closely with that of 
previous years, with a slightly bigger than usual influx. There were relatively few 
records from July onwards compared to earlier months. Unsurprisingly, most 
early records were of calling/singing birds. The very few multiple records 
included a count of six from Loch Knockie, Whitebridge on 11 May, and four from 
Loch Duibaig, Skye on 13 May. In August, most records were of presumed 
juveniles, consistent with normal departure dates of adults for this species. 

Reporting rate: %age each week of BirdTrack lists with a report of Cuckoo 
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Breeding: There were 12 records of confirmed juveniles on BirdTrack, some recorded as 
still being fed by the host parents, in most cases these being Meadow Pipits. The earliest 
record of a juvenile was from 28 June, from South Erradale, near Gairloch and the last 
from 11 August, at Heaste Road, Skye, the penultimate record received. 

 
Autumn:  The only record was of an unaged bird recorded at Inver in Easter Ross 
on 6 September. 
 

 
Cuckoo, Scullamus Moss, Skye. © Bob McMillan 

 

Rock Dove/Feral Pigeon  Columba livia   
Rock Dove uncommon breeder in north and west; Feral Pigeons are 
more widespread.  
 
Winter/Spring:  There were 294 BirdTrack records ascribed to Rock Dove over 
this period, from western areas within the recording area. While generally 
recorded in small numbers, there were high counts of 37 at Broadford Bay on 25 
January, 38 at Loch Inchard, Kinlochbervie on 29 January and 30 at Inverpolly Fish 
Hatchery on 21 April. In contrast, there were 421 records of Feral Pigeons over 
the same period, largely from eastern areas of the recording area, with large flocks 
recorded at Invertromie/Ballochbuie, of around 50 birds on 2nd January, 47 at 
Corrimony on 2 January and more than 40 at Ruthven, Findhorn on 5 January.  
 
Breeding: There were very few records of confirmed breeding ascribed to Rock Doves, at 
only two sites in the west of the region. 
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Summer/Autumn/Winter:  There were 220 BirdTrack records of presumed 
Rock Doves over this entire period, again from western parts of the recording area. 
High counts were reported from Inverpolly, of 50 on 11 November and 63 from 
the road to Inverpolly Lodge on 24 December, as well as over 40 at Elphin on 16 
November. In contrast, there were 539 records of Feral Pigeons over the same 
time period, with a similar distribution to earlier in the year. As it is doubtful 
whether many recorders do detailled plumage evaluation and a lot of records are 
probably determined on the basis of geographical location and/or habitat, it 
seems overly optimistic therefore to describe many records as either Rock Dove 
or Feral Pigeon in such definitive terms. 

 

Stock Dove Columba oenas   
Increasingly scarce breeder in Inner Moray Firth Basin; rare 
elsewhere but increasing in Easter Ross and SE Sutherland.  
 
Winter/Spring: There were 20 BirdTrack records across the Highland recording 
area, as far west as Muck and Handa Islands and as far east as Nethy Bridge, 
although most records were from eastern areas. Most records were of single birds, 
but a record of four birds from Drumbeg Viewpoint near Lairg on 20 April was 
notable. 

 
Breeding: There was one confirmed record of breeding, when one juvenile was seen at 
Alturlie on 14 July. 

 
Summer/Autumn/Winter:  A further 17 BirdTrack records from June onwards 
came mainly from Easter Ross/Black Isle, with multiple records from Dornoch and 
Udale Bay. The highest counts were also from the Dornoch area, with nine birds 
present on 27 June and 12 at Achavandra Muir, near Dornoch on 27 August, 12 on 
29 September, 12 on 6 October and eight on 8 October. 

 
 

Woodpigeon  Columba palumbus   
Abundant w idespread resident, mainly in east; locally very 
abundant i n winter.  
 
Winter/Spring: There were 2284 BirdTrack and 982 eBird records from January 
to the end of May and, while most were from eastern parts, there were records 
across the whole area. Most were of birds recorded in single figures or present, 
with only 76 records of 20 or more birds. There was a small number of particularly 
high counts, including 160 at Drumuillie, Strathspey on 16 January, 200 at 
Culloden Wood on 24 January, an extremely high count of 1200 at Muckerach, 
Braes of Abernethy on 10 February, an estimated 323 at Dell of Killiehuntly, Insh 
Marshes on 22 February, about 400 at Dorback, Nethy Bridge on 27 February and 
300 at Easter Dalziel, near Dalcross on 17 March.  
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Breeding: The first confirmed breeding was on 16 April, when recently fledged young 
were seen at Drumguish in Badenoch. Breeding was confirmed at 17 sites, with the last 
recorded (large) young at Drumguish on 6 September, although birds were also seen nest- 
building on 1 October at Drumguish. 

 
Autumn/Winter: There were 2192 records from June to December, again across 
all areas of Highland. There were fewer records of 20 or more birds together (41), 
with only six records of more than 50 birds. High counts included about 50 birds 
at Dell of Killiehuntly on 20 and 30 August, 50 at Pityoulish, Strathspey on 12 
October, 60 at Ashton Farm, near Inverness on 6 November, more than 50 in 
Strath Dearn on 7 November and more than 55 at Ariundle Oak Wood, Strontian 
on 17 November. 
 

 

Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto   
Common widespread resident, mainly in east but increasing in 
north and west.  
 
Winter/Spring: There were 783 BirdTrack records from across Highland, with 
around 80% from eastern areas. Of remaining records, there were 34 from the 
north (covering square NC) and 121 from western squares (NM and NG). The great 
majority of records were of birds in single figures, usually either as single birds or 
pairs. There were several records of 10 or more birds: 12 in Aviemore on 1 
January; 10 between Culloden and Alturlie on 25 February; 12 in Grantown-on-
Spey on 21 April; 10 at Boat of Garten on 26 April; and 12 at Durness on 30 May.  
The highest count was on Broadford saltmarsh on 10 May, when 20 birds were 
recorded. 

 
Breeding: There were no reports of confirmed breeding and very few of probable 
breeding, e.g. courtship and display. 

 
Summer/Autumn/Winter : There were 712 BirdTrack records from across 
Highland, with the great majority again from eastern areas.  Of remaining records, 
there were 20 from the north (covering square NC) and 112 from western squares 
(NM and NG). Again, the great majority of records were of birds in single figures. 
There were only six records of 10 or more birds: 10 at Loch Flemington on 26 July; 
26 at Embo on 17 September; 10 at Portmahomack on 27 September; 17 at 
Ardersier on 24 October; and over 10 at Golspie on 8 December, and over 15 on 
10 December. 
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Water Rail  Rallus aquaticus     
Secretive, but probably  widespread resident in suitable habitat.  
 
Winter/Spring:  There were 31 BirdTrack records from January through to the 
end of May, with most in March and April. While records were widely spread 
geographically, in general they were only reported consistently from a relatively 
few sites, especially Merkinch and Alturlie. They were revealed in many cases only 
through their characteristic calls during the breeding season. Nocturnal flight calls 
were again noted on Rum, on 28 February, 10, 27 and 31 March, 6 April and 4 May. 
Almost all records were of single birds, apart from three birds reported from Loch 
an Spioraid, SE of Nethy Bridge on 28 May. 

 
Summer/Breeding:  There were 17 BirdTrack records from June through to the end of 
August, again mostly of singles, but five pairs were recorded on Canna/Sanday, with 
recently fledged young recorded at one Sanday site on 29 July. At least one juvenile was 
seen at Alturlie Pools on 14 July and another at Dulnain Bridge on 14 August. 
 

Autumn/Winter: There were only seven records from September through to the 
end of December, all of single birds.   
 
 

Corncrake Crex crex   
Locally scarce summer visitor & breeder in north and west; rare 
elsewhere. 
 
Spring: Records were predominantly from Skye (Linicroe/Totescore area), Canna 
and Sanday, with a small number from mainland locations, particularly from the 
Durness area. The first records were from Loch Borallie, Durness on 6 May, 
followed by records from Canna on 11 and 12 May. There was a noteworthy, high 
count of 11 territories  on Canna on 25 and 26 May, the highest count there since 
1982. Otherwise, most records were mainly of single birds, generally heard 
calling. 

 
Breeding: Birds were reported as mating at a mainland site on 6 May ɀ an extraordinary 
sighting - and one adult was seen with five chicks on Canna on 11 July. The number of 
territories in the official survey count on Skye was 14, the same as in 2022. However, it is 
known that there were more birds around on the island than last year, with at least 18 
calling males estimated. 
 
Corncrake - 10-year summary of calling males at Durness 201 4ɀ2023: 
  2014   2015   2016   2017   2018   2019   2020   2021   2022   2023 
Calling males    11          8        13           6          7           6           6          5    3 5 

 
Summer/Autumn:  All reports were from Skye, Canna and the Durness area. 
Records continued into late August, the latest at mainland sites on 15 August and 
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22 August. However, there was a very late record of a bird at Ardnish on Skye on 
17 October. 
 
 

Spotted Crake Porzana porzana 
Scarce local breeder; rare elsewhere. 
 
Spring/Summer:   One bird was recorded by RSPB staff at Balavil, Insh Marshes. 

 
 

Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus     
Locally common resident in east, but scarce in north and west . 
 
Winter/Spring:  There was systematic reporting from a small number of 
locations, across the whole year, with most records from Easter Ross (Tain), 
Inverness (Drummond, Merkinch, UHI campus, Beechwood and Alturlie), and 
Strathspey (Grantown-on-Spey and Boat of Garten). In Easter Ross, the highest 
counts were 12-14 birds at Tain on 3, 7, 15 and 21 February, then 12 at Tain Links 
on 27 March. In Inverness, 10 were recorded at the UHI campus on 15 January and 
15 on 7 February. Elsewhere, birds were reported from the Durness area and the 
Flow Country in Sutherland. A record of nocturnal calling on 6 April on Rum was 
notable. 

 
Breeding/Summer: Confirmed breeding was first recorded on 18 April at Balnakeil and 
in mid-May newly fledged young were seen at Wester Inshes and Blair Grove, Inverness. 
Breeding was confirmed at several locations through June, July and August, with the last 
record of recently fledged young on 10 August at Kylintra Burn, Grantown-on-Spey. 

 
Autumn/Winter:  Again, most records came from Easter Ross, Inverness and 
Strathspey, with highest counts from Inverness, at Beechwood (17 on 27 
September and 14 on 4 November), Scretan Burn (13 on 7 October) and UHI 
campus (14 and 17 on 28 and 31 December respectively). 
 
 

Coot Fulica atra     
Uncommon local breeder in east, but rare in west and absent from 
nort h, locally common in Inner Moray Firth Basin in some winters.  
 
Winter/Spring: Regular counts were made at a few well-known sites, reflecting 
the known distribution, notably Loch Flemington, Loch Eye, Loch Kinellan and 
Alturlie Pools. High counts included 10 on 7 January and 13 on 12 February at 
Loch Eye, and 10 at Loch Flemington on 19 February. The maximum count in this 
period was of 18 individuals at Loch Eye on 16 March. 

 



                                                                 

73 

 

Breeding:  Breeding was confirmed at six sites: Fort George, Alturlie, Loch Kinellan (at 
least three pairs), Whiteness, Lochan Mor at Inverdruie and Boat of Garden. First breeding 
was confirmed on 13 April at Fort George and the last, a record of a juvenile, at Boat of 
Garten on 24 August. 

 
Autumn/Winter: The highest counts of the year were made at Loch Eye, with 
counts of between 10 and 50 individuals, the latter recorded on 20 December. 

 
 

Common Crane Grus grus 
Scarce migrant.  
 
Spring:  Two records this year were of two birds, firstly flying over Loch Ruthven 
on 23 April, and subsequently seen the following day on Drumossie Moor. There 
was also a report on 24 April from Inshes Wood. It is suspected that all three 
reports could refer to the same two birds. On 24 April, three birds were reported 
at Loch Assynt. 

 
 

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis   
Widespread and increasing breeder in small numbers.  
 
Winter/Spring/Summer: Recorded widely across Highland, although less so in 
the far north, most records came from areas to the south and east, and almost 
always in small numbers. Notably high counts came from Loch Eye (41 on 6 
August), Loch Flemington (14 on 26 July), Loch Mor, Waterstein (12 on 12 
February) and Loch Laide, Abriachan (11 on 31 August). Such high numbers in 
summer are likely to have been due to presence of fledged young. 

 
Breeding: Confirmed breeding came from 19 sites. First confirmed breeding was an 
occupied nest at Balnakeil on 18 April and the last was presence of juveniles at Loch Mealt, 
Skye on 25 September. 

 
Autumn/Winter: Highest numbers of birds recorded were in September, with 
regular high counts from Loch Eye and a maximum count of 43 on the 12th. 
Elsewhere, 11 birds were on Loch Flemington on 4 October, 12 at Merkinch on 12 
October, 13 at Loch Kinellan on 16 October and 12-16 individuals seen at Loch 
Shiel over the period 3-30 November. Otherwise, most records were in single 
figures and, by the beginning of winter, birds were frequently recorded on coastal 
sites and water bodies nearer the coast.    
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Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus     
Scarce visitor, mainly in autumn and winter, but summer records 
increasing . 
 
Winter/Spring: A single individual was regularly reported at Alturlie from the 
beginning of January into May. Another, or the same, individual was seen at Milton 
of Culloden on 7 February. 

 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: An individual was recorded at five sites east of 
Inverness; Seafield, Milton of Culloden, Castle Stuart Bay, Alturlie and Ardersier, 
over the period 10 August to 31 December. Two birds were seen in the Beauly 
Firth on 11 November. Elsewhere, single birds were reported at Loch Shiel on 8 
June, Fort William on 16 August, Loch Eye on 3 October and Loch Ashie on 17 
October. As ever, no evidence of breeding was reported. 

 
 

Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus   
Scarce local breeder; common in winter, especially in Inner Moray 
Firth.  
 
Winter/Spring:  While individuals were recorded from most coastal areas, the 
great majority of records were from the Inner Moray Firth, especially the 
Cromarty and Dornoch Firths. High counts were consistently recorded within the 
Dornoch Firth, 31 on 7 January, 55 on 3 February and 44 on 15 March. The 
Cromarty Firth had 33 individuals on 28 March. The first records of birds on inland 
water bodies (potential breeding sites) came from Loch Ruthven on 18 March and 
Loch Kinellan on 19 March. 

 
Breeding: There was another, albeit small, decline in the breeding population, with only 
15 pairs recorded as breeding. Unfortunately, it was a bad year at Loch Ruthven, where 
the birds did not seem to settle, which may have been due to low water levels at the start 
of the season. Overall productivity was 0.8 fledged young per breeding pair, which is 
slightly above the 10-year average (2013-2022) of 0.74 chicks fledged per breeding pair. 
 
Slavonian Grebe Productivity in Highland 2023:  

 Occupied Lochs Number of Pairs Number of Young 

Inverness, North of 
Great Glen 

2 3 6 

Inverness, South of 
Great Glen 

3 7 0 

Badenoch & Strathspey 1 2 4 

Ross-shire 2 3 2 

    

Total s 8 15 12 
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Slavonian Grebe Breeding Productivity 2014 -2023:  

 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

Breeding 
Pairs 

23 28 35 27 26 26 * 19 16 15 

Young 
Fledged 

37 14 21 7 14 15 * 23 10 12 

Young 
per Pair 

1.61 0.50 0.60 0.26 0.54 0.58 * 1.21 0.63 0.80 

* not counted due to Covid-19 restrictions 

  
Autumn/Winter:  The coastal distribution was similar to that in the winter/ 
spring period, with numbers again high across the Dornoch and Cromarty Firths. 
Particularly high counts were notable in the Cromarty Firth, 16 on 10 September, 
31 on 23 September, 47 on 23 October and 26 on 19 November. Small numbers 
were counted on Loch Ashie throughout October and last recorded on 9 
November. It is thought that these Loch Ashie birds are likely to be moulting 
Scottish breeding birds.   
 

 
Stone-curlew, Beauly © Annie Noble 

 

Ston e-curlew  Burhina oedicnemus   
Vagrant.  
Summer: One bird present at Beauly from 21-22 June was only the fourth record 
for Highland, all this century. 
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Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus   
Common breeder; abundant in Inner Moray Firth in winter, but 
uncommon elsewhere. 
 
Winter/Spring: As in previous years, most of the triple-figure counts were 
around the Moray Firth. The outlier was 117 counted at Tongue on 31 January 
during the annual RAFOS survey. The three highest counts were 330 on 14 January 
at Castle Stuart, 650 at Udale Bay on 13 February and 400 at Skelbo on 23 March. 
The highest count on the west coast was 78 at the mouths of the Lochy and Linnhe 
on 21 March. Inland birds were noted from mid-February, with 13 at Insh Marshes 
on 13 February, growing to 45 on 18 February.  
 
Breeding: There were 30 records of fledged young on BirdTrack, which is on a par with 
last year. However, it should be noted that eight of these were at the same location over 
the space of a week. There seemed to be an upward trend at Insh Marshes, following a few 
lower years, and a productive season was noted on Eigg, with the usual 12 pairs and 
fledged young seen in early summer. Seven pairs were also noted on Handa, which was 
consistent with last year. 
 
Number of Oystercatcher pairs breeding at Insh Marshes 2014 ɀ2023:  

Year  2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

Pairs     42    37    42    34    40    41    *    34    35    38 
* count not done due to Covid-19 restrictions 

 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: Bird numbers in triple figures remained in coastal 
areas throughout the breeding season, including at Tain, Whiteness Head and 
Udale Bay. Larger concentrations started to grow in August, with 400 at Whiteness 
Bay on 10 August and 200 in Udale Bay on 20 August, which grew to 610 on 10 
September. The highest totals of the year were 800 noted at both Fort George on 
11 September and Nigg Bay on 8 November. There was a single triple-figure count 
on the west coast, of 101 at Kentra Bay on 29 August. The highest count from the 
north coast was 50 birds noted at Skinnet Beach, Tongue on 4 October.  
 
Oystercatcher  - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2023:  
                                         22 Jan       19 Feb        15 Oct    17 Dec  
BroraɀDornoch                          599         627              139         278 
Dornoch Firth                             714         682            1128           731 
Easter Ross rocky shore      99               89       25           35 
Cromarty Firth               2763       2463  3114       1911 
Beauly Firth                  590          457    401          536 
Inverness Firth                 959         985  1807      1332 
TOTALS               5724       5303            6614      4823 
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Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus  
Common but declining breeder in east, but scarce elsewhere; 
locally common migrant, but can be uncommon in winter.  
 
Winter/Spring: Most triple -figure counts were seen outside of the Moray Firth 
area this year, in Badenoch & Strathspey, including 250 at Balliefurth on 1 
February and presumably the same flock of 250 at Achnahannet on 26 February. 
Insh Marshes recorded a count of 200 on 18 February, while Dell of Killiehuntly 
had seven three-figure counts between 20 February and 16 March, with a peak of 
256 on 25 February. The Moray Firth produced only three triple -figure counts 
(compared to 13 last year), with 140-150 noted near Inverness on 5 and 7 
February and 126 at Udale Bay on 13 February. The WeBS counts noted below 
were also marginally lower than in 2022. 
 
Breeding : The first record of breeding was noted as usual on Rum, with a nest with eggs 
recorded on 16 April. This was four days later than last year, but identical to the year 
before. The first chicks were noted at Spey Dam on 9 May. Breeding was confirmed at 18 
sites this year, the same as last year, but there were only four records outside of Badenoch 
& Strathspey. Of note were: fledged young on Canna, at Ullinish on Skye and also in Strath 
Cuileannach in central Ross-shire. Forty pairs were also confirmed to have bred on Eigg. 
 
Number of Lapwing pairs breeding at Insh Marshes 201 4ɀ2023: 
Year  2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019      2020 2021 2022 2023 
Pairs     61    57    58    59    77    70           *    84    93    75 
*  count not done due to Covid-19 restrictions 

 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: The earliest post-breeding flock recorded was 
possibly the 15 birds seen on the Beauly Firth on 4 July and 40 were then seen at 
Alturlie on 14 July. High counts returned to the Moray Firth, with 200 present at 
Ardersier from 4 August until 10 August, 157 at Milton of Culloden on 1 
September, 200 at Udale Bay on 5 September and 100 at Alturlie on 4 October. The 
highest count was 400 at Gollanfield on 11 November, where there were also 280 
birds on 31 December. Elsewhere, the highest autumn count on the north coast 
was 50 at Balnakeil on 21 November and, in the west, 48 were seen at Loch Caroy 
on Skye on 19 November. 
 
Lapwing - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2023:  
                                         22 Jan       19 Feb        15 Oct    17 Dec  
BroraɀDornoch                                8            56                   0            75 
Dornoch Firth                              104            46                 15             84 
Easter Ross rocky shore        0                  0         0              0 
Cromarty Firth                  133          149    285          266 
Beauly Firth                     76             53    316            50 
Inverness Firth                 105          208    130         236 
TOTALS                  426          512              746         711 
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Golden Plover  Pluvialis apricaria   
Locally common breeder; locally common migrant and uncommon 
winter visitor, mainly in east.  
 
Winter/Spring: Of the 50 records, 30 were received from Tarbat Ness, where a 
good-sized flock was present throughout this period, starting with 50 on New 
9ÅÁÒȭÓ $ÁÙȟ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÉÎÇ ÔÏ ρππ ÏÎ ςπ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙȟ ςππ ÏÎ ρυ -ÁÒÃÈ ÁÎÄ ÐÅÁËÉÎÇ ÁÔ σππ 
on 26 April. This was the highest count for spring, but 248 at Red Point in Wester 
Ross on 24 April was notable, as were 200 at the Dell of Killiehuntly, Badenoch on 
13 March, 136 at Golspie Links on 17 March, and 168 at Balnakeil on 18 April. 
 
Breeding: 4ÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÃÁÌÌÉÎÇ ÍÁÌÅ ×ÁÓ ÎÏÔÅÄ ÏÎ ρρ !ÐÒÉÌ ÏÎ 3ÇÕÒÒ Áȭ-ÈÕÉÌÉÎÎȟ Strathconon. 
Fledged young were only recorded at three sites across the Highlands (Fannichs, Affric 
and Cairngorm). Eggs were noted at a further site, but these were the only confirmed 
breeding records. The annual survey at Sallachy, Lairg gleaned 64 AOT, an improvement 
on last year, but still continued a general downward trend. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: The last birds seen on high ground were 12 on Carn 
Ban Mor, Glen Feshie on 31 August. Movements of post-breeding birds started on 
20 July with 53 noted at Glen Brittle on Skye, 15 at Tarbat Ness on 16 August, 22 
at Loch Eil on 19 August and 28 at Udale Bay on 30 August, increasing to 60 there 
on 7 September, 99 on 11 October and then 260 on 14 October. Other notable large 
flocks towards the end of the of year were 100 at Nigg Bay on 26 September, 172 
at Keoldale, Durness on 23 October, 235 at Tarbat Ness on 29 October, 120 at Loch 
Dunvegan on 17 November and an impressive 630 counted at Nigg Bay on 17 
December. 
 
 

Grey Plover  Pluvialis squatarola   
Uncommon migrant, mainly in autumn in east, but scarce in 
winter.  
 
Winter/Spring/Summer: There were only 18 records for the first two thirds of 
the year, of which 11 were from Dornoch. The six birds spotted there on 1 January 
were likely stayers since October the previous year whi le 14 on 2 April was the 
highest count of this period. On the west coast, there were records of a single bird 
at Balnakeil on 14 January, three at Ashaig, Skye on 16 January and a single at Old 
Dornie, Ullapool on 4 April.  
 
Autumn/Winter: There were 25 records, which was on a par with 
autumn/winter in the previous year. As usual, the bulk were from Dornoch Firth 
which had five birds on 12 October-15 November, rising to nine on 21 November 
and peaking at 15 on 26 November. These birds seemed to have dispersed at the 
end of the year, with only a single bird being seen on 22 and 30 December. On the 
west coast, a single bird stayed at Laide between 15 October and 13 December. 
There was also a pair at Breakish, Skye on 4 September.  
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Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula  
Widespread breeder on coast in small numbers, but scarcer inland; 
locally common in Inner Moray Firth in autumn and winter.  
 
Winter/Spring: A pair at Strathpeffer on 15 January was an unusual inland record 
for the time of year. However, as expected, the remainder of counts from the early 
part of the year were from coastal areas, and all in low double figures. There were 
only seven records of more than 30 birds up to the end of April. The highest count 
for the east coast was 46 at Brora on 12 April and for the west coast 80 at 
Broadford Bay on 12 April growing to 100 on 27 April. However, for the north 
coast the top count was only 20 at Melvich on 8 March. In May, numbers on the 
east coast grew, with 160 counted at Dornoch on 5 May, increasing to 340 on 8 
May, which was the highest count of the year. Early signs of birds moving inland 
were a pair at Dalwhinnie on 24 March and a pair at Dalchork on 16 April. Five 
birds of the subspecies tundrae were recorded at Brora on 20 May. In the Inner 
Moray Firth WeBS count, the January total was 30% lower and the February total 
15% lower than in 2022. 
 
Breeding: There were 12 records of proven breeding on BirdTrack, two from the north 
coast, four from the west coast, two from the east coast and the remainder from Badenoch.  
The first record was of two recently hatched chicks at Whiteness Head on 1 June and the 
last was of two chicks noted at Dalwhinnie on 8 August. On Eigg, it was an average year 
with around 12 breeding pairs. Chicks were also seen on Handa. 

 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: Signs of post-breeding flocks started to appear on the 
west coast, with 26 birds at Loch Linnhe on 21 July, 20 at Gedintailor, Skye on 1 
August and 27 at Loch Kishorn on 2 August. A flock at Broadford Bay of 80 on 14 
August grew to 100 on 21 August and peaked at 200 on 10 September. Numbers 
did not start to increase on the east coast until 120 were seen at Brora on 7 August 
and 71 at Whiteness Bay on 10 August. Numbers peaked at 184 at Brora on 10 
September, after which all records reduced to low double and single figures. 
Numbers on the north coast were generally in the single figures, with eight double- 
figures counts peaking with 67 at Balnakeil on 17 October. The Inner Moray Firth 
WeBS counts were much reduced compared to 2022, in October being 50% of 
2022 figures, and December worryingly only 40%.  
 
Ringed Plover - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2023:  
                                         22 Jan       19 Feb        15 Oct    17 Dec  
BroraɀDornoch                          253         115                   0         128 
Dornoch Firth                               26           39                    8             17 
Easter Ross rocky shore     12               34      16             0 
Cromarty Firth                   14            28    146            69 
Beauly Firth                      0              0        0              0 
Inverness Firth                     5              0      23             0 
TOTALS                 310          216              193         214 
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Little Ringed Plover  Charadrius dubius  
Scarce passage visitor. 
 
Spring/Summer: Following on from no records last year, a single bird was seen 
at Balnakeil on 6 May. A single bird was then present at The Mound, Loch Fleet 
between 7 and 14 May, with one seen at Dornoch from 10 to 14 May. A single bird 
was present between 12 and 13 May at a site in Badenoch & Strathspey, where 
two birds were recorded on 14 and 16 May. 
 
 
Dotterel Charadrius morinellus  
Uncommon summer visitor & breeder in montane  habitat; scarce 
elsewhere in spring and summer.  
 
Spring/Summer: The first record was of two birds spotted on the Nevis range on 
15 April, although this was the only record from here for the year. This was two 
weeks earlier than the first record in 2022. As usual, the Cairngorms had most 
records, with 13 in total, followed by four records from around the Drumochter 
pass. Records from other areas were pairs on two Sutherland mountains on 18 
April and 3 May, a singing male 694m above Glen Calvie, Easter Ross on 6 May, a 
pair on a Munro in Glen Cluanie on 9 May, a pair on Creag Meagaidh on 13 May, a 
pair on a Strathfarrar Munro on 28 May, a single on a Loch Monar Munro on 8 June 
and a pair on the Fannichs on 1 August. The last record was of a single bird in the 
Cairngorms on 5 August, which was two weeks earlier than last yearȭÓ ÆÉÎÁÌ ÒÅÃÏÒÄ. 
There were no double-figure counts of birds or pairs this year, with the maximum 
counts being six birds and five birds (twice) in the Cairngorms. 
 
Breeding: There were eight records of confirmed breeding, four of males with fledged 
young, all of which were from the Cairngorms, and four of occupied nests, one in the 
Cairngorms and three on the Drumochter hills.  

 
 
Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus  
Has bred; uncommon migrant but can be locally common.  
 
Winter/Spring:  The first sighting was two birds at Insh Marshes on 13 April, 
which was slightly later than in the last two years. The first records from the west 
coast were on Skye on 18 April, with singles at Monkstadt in Linicro and at 
Ardnish, and a good initial count of nine at Loch Portree. Numbers were generally 
in single figures for most of April until 11 were seen at Dornoch, followed by 10 at 
Hilton of Cadboll and the largest spring count of 31 at Achabeag, Morvern on 28 
April.  Notable counts later in spring were 30 at Red Point, Wester Ross on 1 May, 
26 at Traigh, Arisaig on 2 May, 20 at the latter site on 6 May and a flock of 17 at 
Balnakeil on 1 June. 
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Breeding: Birds were on territory near ÌÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ breeding site in Badenoch from 30 June 
to 10 July, but no breeding was confirmed. 

 
Summer/Autumn:  There appeared to be one or two summering birds on both 
east and west coasts of the region. A count of 35 noted on Canna on 13 July, the 
largest of the year, probably involved early autumn passage birds. Other double- 
figure counts towards the end of summer were 16 at Staffin Bay on 13 August, 26 
at Kirkton, Lochalsh on 14 August, 19 at Fort George on 19 August and 10 at 
Broadford Bay on the same day. Numbers in Broadford Bay rose to 17 on 23 
August. The last sighting of the year was two birds at Strathcarron on 11 October.  

 

Whimbrel, Alturlie.  ©  Al McNee 

 
 

Curlew  Numenius arquata   
Common but declining breeder; common winter visitor in Inner 
Moray Firth, but uncommon elsewhere.  
 
Winter/Spring: The year started with a triple-figure count of 210 at Castle Stuart 
and reports of this flock continued until 17 March, with 180 on 14 January and 
200 birds at Alturlie on 16 February. Other triple-figure counts for the east coast 
were 144 at Drumancroy on 19 February and 160 at Skelbo on 23 March. The best 
count for the north coast was 79 at Tongue on 31 January and, for the west coast, 
41 near Stoer, Assynt on 26 April. Birds started to move inland in late February, 
with the first single seen in Strathspey on 18 February near Loch Garten, followed 
by 23 birds at Balliefurth on 20 February and the first 20 noted at Insh Marshes 
on 21 February. An impressive inland count of 191 was noted at Carr Road, 
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Strathspey on 22 March.  Concerningly, the Inner Moray Firth WeBS counts were 
hugely down when compared to those of 2022, with JanuaryȭÓ being less than 50% 
and FebruaryȭÓ 75%, but still considerably down on the previous year. 
 
Breeding:  There were only nine records of proven breeding success on BirdTrack and, as 
usual, the bulk of these were in Badenoch & Strathspey. The first fledged young were seen 
on 27 May in the Findhorn valley and the last, two young chicks with parents on the River 
Truim, on 18 July. It was good to hear of recently fledged young on the north coast at 
Armadale on 17 June. There was also successful breeding noted on Eigg. 
 
Number of Curlew pairs breeding at Insh Marshes 201 4ɀ2023: 
Year  2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 
Pairs  103    94    95    99    72    83     *    79    87    74 

* count not done due to Covid-19 restrictions 

 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: The first large post-breeding concentration was seen 
at Udale Bay, with 27 arriving  birds on 15 June. This was followed by 15 at Milton 
of Culloden on 27 June and 32 at Dornoch Links on the same day. The highest 
numbers on the east coast were at Loch Fleet where 179 were counted on 5 July, 
increasing to an impressive 341 on 9 August, the highest count of the year. Other 
good east coast counts were 150 at Dornoch on 30 October and 28 November, and 
the year ended as it began, with a triple-figure count at Castle Stuart, of 170 on 31 
December. On the west coast, 13 birds arrived at the head of Loch Portree on 21 
June and numbers peaked at 56 on 9 July. Another good count on Skye was 53 
birds at Broadford Bay on 8 August. Kentra Bay hosted birds throughout, with 
good counts of 74 on 23 July and 94 on 12 September. On the north coast, a flock 
of 30 at Melvich on 17 November was noted as being unusual for that time of year. 
 
Curlew - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2023:  
                                          22 Jan       19 Feb        15 Oct    17 Dec  
BroraɀDornoch                              75          377                 62         164 
Dornoch Firth                              272          611               394         148 
Easter Ross rocky shore      12               28          6             2 
Cromarty Firth                  563          518     737         406 
Beauly Firth                   275          245     259         193 
Inverness Firth                  542          722     365        157 
TOTALS                 1739        2501            1823      1070 
 
 
Bar-tailed Godwit  Limosa lapponica   
Common migrant and winter visitor in Inner Moray Firth, but 
scarce in north and west; locally uncommon in Inner Moray Firth 
in summer.  
 
Winter/Spring : The WeBS counts for the Inner Moray Firth were slightly higher 
than those of last year, but it should be noted that these were considered much 
lower than three years ago. Outside of WeBS, there were only three triple-figure 
counts in the first half of the year: 500 at Dornoch on 11 January, 180 at Whiteness 
Head on 27 February and 120 at Dornoch on 10 April. There were only three 
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records from the north coast, the largest count being 18 at Tongue on 31 January. 
On the west coast, the flock that arrived at Kentra Bay in August 2022 continued 
to be present, with 39 birds reported on 12 February, peaking at 41 on 14 March. 
Five birds were noted in breeding plumage here on 9 April. There were also 
double-figure counts at the head of Loch Portree, with 21 on 22 January reducing 
to 16 on 11 March.  
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: As usual, records in June and July were few and of 
less than four birds, with the first signs of returning birds being 17 at Kentra Bay 
on 4 August and 12 arriving at Fort George two days later. Birds started to arrive 
in Udale Bay, with numbers increasing from 93 on 11 August to 221 on 30 August. 
Later, 250 were counted at Dornoch on 26 November, increasing to 600 on 2 
December. The WeBS counts for October were significantly higher than last year, 
and December proved a slight improvement. On the north coast, there were only 
seven records, with six birds 23 September at Balnakeil highest count. On the west 
coast, the flock at Kentra Bay continued through to the end of the year, with 46 on 
9 November being the highest count. On Skye, a flock of 24 arrived in Broadford 
Bay on 13 August and there were double-figure counts there until the end of the 
year, with the highest being 34 on 12-13 October. There were also good records 
from Loch Portree, with 26 birds on 30 November being the maximum counted. 
 
Bar-tailed Godwit - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2023:  
                                          22 Jan       19 Feb        15 Oct    17 Dec  
BroraɀDornoch                              35            70                    0              0 
Dornoch Firth                            1259          414               330         810 
Easter Ross rocky shore         0                 0          1             0 
Cromarty Firth                  565             55     407         414 
Beauly Firth                     14             17        34         136 
Inverness Firth                    47          214     202        106 
TOTALS                1920          770               974      1466 
 
 
Black-tailed Godwit  Limosa limosa   
Uncommon but increasing migrant, scarce in winter, mainly in 
east. 
 
Winter/Spring: There were only 22 records in the first half of the year. The 
maximum count was 47, possibly a passage flock, at Bunchrew on 18 March. The 
only other double-figure count was 20 noted on the Beauly Firth on 4 May. On the 
west coast, a bird was reported at Kishorn Bay on 23 March and a pair in breeding 
plumage was noted at Poolewe on 22 April. An interesting record, the only one 
south of Beauly, was a bird at Glencoe Cafe on 26 March. A bird was also noted on 
Eigg on 28 April. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: The first records of passage migrants were of 29 in 
Broadford Bay on 29 June, which increased to 38 the following day. There was 
then an influx of 240 birds in Broadford Bay on 3 July, the fourth highest count 
ever recorded on BirdTrack for Highland. Singing males were also noted in this  



                                                                 

84 

 

flock. Numbers reduced thereafter on the west coast, but birds continued to be 
present at Broadford Bay in twos and threes until 21 August. A bird was recorded 
on Canna on 12 July. The last bird in the west was a single at Traigh, Arisaig on 28 
September. On the east coast, nine birds at Udale Bay on 1 August was the first 
significant number. Reports from the Moray Firth were all in single figures until  
25 birds were found at Ardersier on 17 September, 12 at Craighill, Tain on 22 
September, and 12 in Udale Bay on 8 October. There were eight records from the 
north coast, with 25 birds reported at Tongue on Christmas Eve. The only records 
of islandica sub-species came from the west coast, with two noted at Back of 
Keppoch, Arisaig on 30 June, eight at Broadford Bay on 1 July, presumably the 
same birds at Loch Ailort on 3 July and four at Traigh on 21 August. 
 
 

Turnstone  Arenaria interpres   
Locally common winter visitor and migrant in Inner Moray Firth, 
scarcer elsewhere. 
 
Winter/Spring: There were 192 BirdTrack records for this period, but only 15 of 
more than 20 birds. The highest count for the north coast was 23, noted at 
Balnakeil on 22 May. On the west coast, a flock of up to 24 birds was present in 
Broadford Bay on 6 January through to 25 January and a very good count on the 
east coast was 61 at Drumancroy on 22 January. A single reported at Lochindorb 
on 17 May was an interesting inland record. A few birds stayed into early summer, 
the latest at Balnakeil on 15 June. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter:  A count of 12 birds at Camas Shallachain, Loch 
Linnhe on 21 July was likely the first big movement back, but subsequent reports 
were only in single figures until 10 birds were seen at Balintore on 2 August, 
increasing to 16 on 6 August and 20 on 7 August. Other returning passage birds 
were 30 at Ashaig, Skye on 22 August. Numbers were still generally in singles and 
teens for the remainder of the year, except for a flock of 23 at Ardersier on 23 
August, which grew to 37 on 5 September, 46 on 4 October and 40 on 30 
November. 4ÈÅ ×ÅÓÔ ÃÏÁÓÔȭÓ ÈÉÇÈÅÓÔ ÃÏÕÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁr was 50 at Loch Ainort, Skye 
on 9 October, while 70 at Coul Links on 30 December was the highest count for 
Highland as a whole. WeBS counts were generally up in the Inner Moray Firth 
compared to 2022, particularly in December (total count 160 in 2023; 73 in 2022). 
 
Turnstone - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2023:  
                                          22 Jan       19 Feb        15 Oct    17 Dec  
BroraɀDornoch                                9             26                15              1 
Dornoch Firth                                   1             53                12               7 
Easter Ross rocky shore      25                51       10           31 
Cromarty Firth                    25               0       42            65 
Beauly Firth                       0             15          0              1 
Inverness Firth                    44             27        72           55 
TOTALS                   104           172              151         160 
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Knot Calidris canutus   
Common migrant and winter visitor in Inner Moray Firth, scarce 
elsewhere. 
 
Winter/Spring: The big counts early in the year were during WeBS in January, 
particularly in single stretches of the Dornoch Firth, with 2000 birds between 
Dornoch and Cuthill, and the Inverness Firth, with all 1100 noted at Fort George.  
Numbers were much reduced in the February WeBS, with birds less concentrated 
on any particular site, but three figure counts were recorded of 400 in Alness Bay, 
350 at Dornoch, 150 at Meddat and 160 in North Beauly Firth. Other notable 
counts on the east coast were 100 at Saltburn beach, near Invergordon on 22 
February, 200 at Tain on 7 March and 200 at Fort George on 18 April. The only 
west coast sightings in winter or spring w ere a pair in non-breeding plumage at 
Kentra Bay on 9 April and a single at Broadford Bay on 9 May. The last birds of 
spring were 12 noted at Brora on 20 May. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter : The first returning passage migrants started to 
appear on 20 July, with 150 at Udale Bay. Double-figure counts were then 
observed at Broadford Bay, of 19 on 13 August increasing to 40 on 22 August, 18 
at Udale Bay on 14 August, 56 at Fort George on 20 August and 27 at Dornoch on 
22 August. Birds then started flocking, to produce three-figure counts of 400 at 
Seafield, Inverness on 30 August, 500 at Milton of Culloden on 5 September, 400 
at Ardersier on 16 September, 500 at Tain on 22 October and a final large count of 
400 at Dornoch on 2 December. WeBS on 17 December in the Cromarty and 
Dornoch Firths also recorded 600 at Bayfield, 500 at Dornoch and 1450 in Inver 
Bay, large figures at these sites compared to the year before. Other notable counts, 
given there were no records from the north coast in 2022, were 86 on Tongue 
Causeway on 10 September and 10 at Strathy Point on 11 September. 
 
Knot - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2023:  
                                          22 Jan       19 Feb        15 Oct    17 Dec  
BroraɀDornoch                                0          105                   0              0 
Dornoch Firth                           2200          405              530       1978 
Easter Ross rocky shore        0                  0         0             0 
Cromarty Firth                  337          550     918         656 
Beauly Firth                       0          160     100         380 
Inverness Firth               1100             87     456        253 
TOTALS                3637        1307            2004      3267 
 
 

Ruff Calidris pugnax   
Has bred; has wintered, but usually scarce passage migrant, 
mainly in Inner Moray Firth.  
 
Spring: A female was seen at Balnakeil on 13 May and a male on 30 May. 
 
Summer/Autumn:  The first returning summer bird was noted at Whiteness Head 
on 4 August, which was three weeks later than last year. Later, on the east coast, 
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two birds were at Udale Bay on 14 August, increasing to four on 26 August and 
five on 27 August. There was a peak of seven birds at Alturlie on 31 August. 
Unusual inland records were four birds at Insh Marshes on 26 August and up to 
three near Kingussie between 28 September and 23 October. On the west coast, 
there were only two records: a single bird noted at Broadford Bay on 20 August 
and four birds seen at Red Point on 30 August. The last birds were seen at 
Balnakeil on 23 October and Inver on 24 October. 
 
 

Curlew Sandpiper  Calidris ferruginea   
Scarce passage migrant, mainly in Inner Moray Firth.  
 
Spring/Summer : After a break of a couple of years, birds were again sighted in 
spring, singles at Broadford saltmarsh on 10 May and at Kilchoan, Ardnamurchan 
on 12 May.  
 
Autumn: Single birds were at Brora and Strathy pools on 29 and 30 July 
respectively, and two birds at Fortrose on the Black Isle on 18 August. In 
September, there were 11 BirdTrack reports from five locations - 33 sightings 
from 14 locations in 2022. Three of the sightings were at Embo, including the last 
record on the 28th. Dornoch had four sightings, on the 10th and 18th, while two 
were from Udale Bay on the 12th and one each at Tain and Whiteness Sands on 
the Inner Moray Firth on the 26th, the latter being a juvenile. 
 
 

 
Curlew Sandpipers, Broadford Bay. © Bob McMillan 
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Temminck's Stint  Calidris temminckii   
Rare passage migrant; has bred. 
 
Spring/Summer : BirdTrack reported six sightings in three locations, all in late 
May and June (2022 had 11 records in four locations). One sighting was on 1 June 
at an undisclosed site in Sutherland, where two adults were present from then 
until 4 July.  
 

Breeding : A pair was reported east of the Great Glen, with evidence of breeding, when 
a male was reported displaying to a female in late May and a nest with eggs was found in 
early June. An adult was also reported at another site east of the Great Glen on 7 July. 
 

 
 

Sanderling  Calidris alba   
Uncommon but increasing migrant and winter visitor.  
 
Winter/Spring: BirdTrack registered 166 sightings throughout the year and in a 
distribution around the region, but with a majority on the east coast, particularly 
east Sutherland (2022 had 205 sightings). The first five months of the year had 
smaller numbers, with a high RAFOS survey count of 15 on 31 January on the north 
coast at Tongue, then unusually low February and March counts of two at Dornoch 
on 6 February and three at Dornoch on 8 March. These figures are well down on 
the previous three years although, in contrast, the WeBS count for Brora to 
Dornoch on 19 February was 156. The April high count was 70+ at Brora on the 
21st and spring concluded with a high count of 32 at Whiteness Bay on 28 May. 
Small numbers of spring migrants were recorded at a multitude of sites on the 
west coast in May, such as Achilitibuie, Ullapool, Loch Ewe, Durness, Cape Wrath 
and Balnakeil, as well as on Skye and Rum, where the top count of 10 or more was 
recorded on 20 May. Eight birds at Dornoch on 5 June and 13 at Balchladich Beach 
in Sutherland on 14 June were probably among the last of the spring migrants. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter:  A report from Dornoch on 2 July may have heralded 
the return passage, with more sightings reported in the west during the month, 
the highest count being five birds at Arisaig on 29 July. In August, there were more 
records for the west, including eight birds seen on Handa, but higher bird numbers 
returned to east Sutherland, and a month high count of 55 was at Brora beach on 
6 August. September saw high counts of 138 at Brora on the 10th and 130 at 
Whiteness near Ardersier on the 11th. There were no further Birdtrack records 
for the west after birds reported on Rum on 23 September and no further NW 
coast records after three birds at Balnakeil, Durness on 12 October. Monthly high 
counts were 80 birds at Brora on 22 October, 60 at Coul Links, Embo on 2 
November and 65 at Coul Links again on 30 December. Eigg had an extremely poor 
year with only one record, a juvenile, on 28 August. 
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Sanderling - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2023:  
                            22 Jan       19 Feb          15 Oct   17 Dec  
BroraɀDornoch       0        156          0              29 
Dornoch Firth       0             4          0                        0 
Inverness Firth       0             0                    42                       0 
TOTALS        0        160         42                    29 
 
 

Dunlin  Calidris alpina  
Fairly common breeder in uplands; common migrant and winter 
visitor to Inner Moray Firth, but uncommon in north and west.  
 
Winter/Spring: BirdTrack reported 537 sightings for the year (566 in 2022) over 
274 locations, with birds seen in every month and throughout the region, but with 
a severe bias to the east coast. During winter , there was a smaller number of 
sightings from the west coast (maximum 70 birds at the favourite Skye site 
Broadford Bay on 3 January) and the north coast. The Inner Moray Firth WeBS 
count shows an overall 11% reduction from 2022. Late winter provided the 
highest concentrations, of 1000 birds at Tain on 2 January and 600 at Castle Stuart 
near Inverness on 5 February. There were significant reductions in concentrated 
gatherings through March-May. The March high count was 50 at Tain on the 7th, 
in April it was 50 at Redcastle on the Beauly Firth on the 3rd, but in May there 
were anomalous gatherings of 160 at Dornoch on the 8th and 150 on Broadford 
saltmarsh on the 10th. The first record of inland birds was in Glencoe on 6 April .  
 
Breeding: The Sallachy ground survey reported 46 birds on territory, the lowest number 
in the report covering 2016 to 2023. The only confirmed breeding was a report of recently 
fledged young in the hills east of upper Glen Tromie, near Dalwhinnie on 12 June.  

 
Dunlin - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2023:  
                            22 Jan       19 Feb        15 Oct    17 Dec  
BroraɀDornoch             467          232                   8            97 
Dornoch Firth             1166          786              419        1090 
Easter Ross         0                35          0              0 
Cromarty Firth 1938        2336     862        1158 
Beauly Firth     600           850     380           651 
Inverness Firth    701           551     202          440 
TOTALS  4872         4790           1871        3436 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: Coastal high counts dominated this period, with 
lower numbers in June-September before building up again in October-December. 
Inland records, as expected, occurred through June and July, with highs of seven 
birds at Spey Dam on 4th June and nine on Carn Ban Mhor above Glen Feshie on 5 
July. A late inland bird was at Dell of Killiehuntly, Badenoch in early October and 
last seen on the 12th. The Isle of Eigg also reported a late record of four birds on 9 
October. The monthly maxima were 32 at Dornoch on 5 June and 27 June, , while 
in July-September there were 70 on 15 July, 180+ on 21 August and 150 on 10 
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September, all in Broadford Bay. From then on, maxima switched back to Dornoch, 
with 800 on 30 October, 1000 on 14th November and 300 on 2 December, although 
the same number was at Coul Links, Embo on 30th December. 
 
 

Purple Sandpiper  Calidris maritima   
Has bred; scarce passage migrant and localised winter visitor to 
Inner Moray Firth, scarce in north and west.  
 
Winter/Spring: There were 164 BirdTrack records for the year (253 in 2022) 
from various locations in all months except June. Once again, most birds were 
present during the first half of the year and on the eastern seaboard of Ross-shire 
and Sutherland. Others concentrated on Skye and there were isolated west coast 
sightings from Mallaig to Kinlochbervie and north coast sightings at Durness and 
Tongue. The WeBS Inner Moray Firth count for 2023 (see below) showed a 58% 
increase from 2022. The highest monthly counts were 93 at Embo on 12 January, 
78 at Brora on 7 February, 96 at Brora on 24 March and 90 at Brora on 8 April . 
After these, there was a rapid drop in numbers, with the top counts at Tarbat Ness, 
of only 20+ on 30 April , and at Neist Point in Skye, of 14 on 24tApril  and eight on 
7 May, before the final bird was seen at Lower Ollach on Skye on 13 May.  
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: No records in June were followed by a small number 
of birds in July, the first two at Brora on 10 July and four there on 23 July. Sightings 
remained scarce for the next two months, with one bird seen at Strathy Point on 
the north coast on 8 August and sightings at Brora on 26 September and three days 
later at Traigh Beach, Morar, where nine birds were on a rocky island just offshore. 
Numbers begin to pick up again in October, with the highest counts 20 at Traigh 
Beach on the 2nd and at Tarbat Ness on the 26th. The top counts in the next two 
months were at Embo pier, 37 on 19 November and 46 on 18 December.  
 
Purple Sandpiper - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2023:  
                                      22 Jan       19 Feb       15 Oct    17 Dec 
BroraɀDornoch   59        73                  2          89 
Dornoch Firth   37        11                  0               0 
Easter Ross rocky shore         20        37                 0           12 
TOTALS              116      121                 2         101 

 
 

Little Stint  Calidris minuta   
Scarce passage migrant, mainly in Inner Moray Firth.  
 
Spring/S ummer: BirdTrack reported 22 sightings at six locations, all in May and 
August (2022 had 16 records from five locations). The first bird was reported at 
Dornoch on 10 May, with a further four records there until 14 May. An adult bird 
in summer plumage was present at Alturlie on 22-23 May. From 17- 22 August, a 
single was recorded nine times in and around Balintore/Shandwick on the Easter 
Ross seaboard. On 17 August, one juvenile was seen at Whiteness Sands, near 
Ardersier and, from 27 August, numbers at this site increased from one to three to 
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a last record of a group of five juveniles on 30 August. The only west coast record 
was a single bird at Laide on 27 May.   

 

Little Stin t, Dornoch © Dean MacAskill 

 
 

Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos 
Vagrant.  
 
Summer: With no record in 2022, there was a single sighting recorded at 
Allanfearn, near Inverness in early August, not far from where one of the two birds 
seen in 2021 was found in the same month. 

 
 

Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola   
Uncommon and declining breeder; widespread migrant and winter 
visitor, especially in west, but under -recorded. 
 
Winter/Spring: BirdTrack recorded 292 sightings for the year (350 for 2022), 
common in all months except August, with no records, and September, with one 
record, mimicking the normal annual Highland spread. Distribution was 
throughout the region, with no locality bias. The year got off to a good start with 
the monthȭÓ highest counts of 14+ on Rum on 1 January and 20 on Eigg on 8 
January. Monthly highs of 10 were recorded at Morangie Forest, Tain on 23 
February and 22 at Badagyle, Inverpolly on 1 March. Numbers and sightings 
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dropped in April as foreign birds departed, with three the top count near 
Whitebridge above Loch Ness on 4 April  and at Grantown-on-Spey on 21 April . By 
there were records of one or two birds across the region. 
 
Breeding/Summer: No firm evidence of breeding was recorded, but roding birds at 
different locations were heard from 17 March, on Rum, to 8 July, near Carrbridge. Only 
eight records in June and four in July, until the last on 15 July at Boat of Garten, involved 
one or two birds, except when three were roding at Nethy Bridge on 20 June. 

 
Autumn/Winter: One record at Loch Morlich on 23 September was followed by 
a break until one, possibly an incoming migrant, was spotted at Tarbat Ness in 
Easter Ross on 20 October. Sightings and numbers increased through November, 
with a high count of 12 at Inverpolly on 25 November. One to three birds were 
seen almost daily in December at widespread sites. These November and 
December numbers were well down on the high counts of 2021 and 2022. 

 

Jack Snipe, Loch Cillchroisd. © Bob McMillan. 

 
Jack Snipe Limnocryptes minimus   
Locally common winter visitor , very under -recorded. 
 
Winter/Spring: There were 27 BirdTrack records (43 in 2022) from 18 locations 
spread mostly through Skye, Rum, Eigg, the west mainland, Badenoch and around 
Inverness. Significant records were of 15 birds near Dunvegan on Skye on 2 March 
and three seen feeding with two Common Snipe in Glencoe on 15 March. Three 
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were at Loch Flemington near Croy on 19 February and a single bird was seen on 
the South Sutor, Cromarty on 8 March. The last single was seen in Glen Strathfarrar 
on 9 April.  
 
Autumn/Winter: There were 31 records from 17 locations around the region, 
apart from the far north-west and west coasts. The first autumn record was of a 
night-time count of 20+ birds at Dornoch Point on 13 October, followed by a count 
of six at Loch Flemington on 15 October. The WeBS count on the Beauly Firth 
recorded three birds on 15 October, which is novel. One or two birds were seen in 
Skye, Rum, Eigg, Badenoch and east Sutherland throughout the period, but four 
were found at Inverpolly on 11 November, 10 with thermal imaging at Dornoch 
Point on 13 November and eight at Rhynie in Easter Ross on 15 December. By far 
the most outstanding count was of 60 birds ringed, at Dornoch Point in early 
winter up to  21 December.  
 
 
 

Snipe Gallinago gallinago   
Common breeder; locally common migrant and winter visitor.  
 
Winter/Spring : BirdTrack reported 693 sightings (584 in 2022), well distributed 
throughout the region and in every month. Highest numbers of sightings were in 
April and May. High counts of the month were 11 on 15 January at Carnoch Bridge, 
near head of Loch Sunart, eight on 25 February near Dornie, Wester Ross and eight 
at Dornoch Point on 8 March, while 11 were flushed on Eigg on 7 March. April had 
five birds at three locations, at Inverpolly on 4 April , Achavandra Muir near 
Dornoch on 13 April and Dalchork, Lairg on 16 April . May had highs of four birds 
at three locations, at Kylesku on 1 May, Altnaharra on 2 May and Glendrian, near 
Ardnamurchan Point on 19 May. 
 
Breeding: The first record of a drumming male was on Rum on 6 March and the last was 
at Strathaird, Skye on 29 June. At Nethy Bridge on 15 May, birds were seen incubating, 
and a distraction display was observed near Galtrigill, Skye on 18 July. Recently fledged 
young were first reported on Handa and Rum on 8 June, and last at Gaick Lodge on 8 July. 
Insh Marshes reported 92 breeding birds with 14 nearby at Dell of Killiehuntly and a 
further three at Ballinlaggan. The Sallachy in Sutherland report had five birds on territory , 
compared to three in 2022. 
 
Number of Snipe males singing/displaying at Insh Marshes 201 4ɀ2023: 
  2014   2015   2016   2017   2018   2019   2020   2021   2022   2023 
Males singing  175     177     186      168     130      147         *    136      112       92  
*  count not done due to Covid-19 restrictions 

 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: The number of sightings dropped off in July and were 
at a low in August, before picking up again from September to December. The 
highest counts in August were only three at Invertromie, Badenoch on 8 August 
and three flushed by hunting Hen Harriers at Dulnain Bridge on 13 August. On 10 
September, 24 birds were seen at Dornoch, 18 were at Loch Flemington near Croy 
on 15 October, 20 at Carbost, Skye on 5 November and 21 at Loch Flemington on 
17 December. 
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Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus  
Rare passage migrant; has bred. 
 
Spring: Only one sighting was reported, of three birds at a site in SE Sutherland 
on 21 May (two sites in 2022).  
 
 

Grey Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius  
Scarce migrant and winter visitor.  
 
Winter/Spring: There were no records. 
 
Autumn:  Although 17 sightings were reported (four in 2022), they were likely to 
be related to six birds. First-winter birds were recorded at Strathy on the north 
coast on 3 October and at Tain on 22 October. One bird was reported multiple 
times at Chanonry Point, Fortrose and Fort George over 20-21 October. This bird 
may also have been one of the two reported at Balintore/Shandwick on the Easter 
Ross seaboard on 22 October. The final sighting was of a single bird at Embo on 
12 November.  
 
 

Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos   
Common breeder but absent in winter.  
 
Winter/Spring: BirdTrack had 1010 reports for the year (745 in 2022), with a 
very surprising, but reliable, record of a bird on 9 January at Drumguish, 
Badenoch. The earliest spring record was then at The Mound, Loch Fleet on 10 
April  and, thereafter, birds were regularly reported throughout the region. The 
high count for April was 14 at Fort William on 28 April  and, in May, it was 20 at 
Spey Dam on the 12th. Almost 40% of all records (392) and, were in April and, on 
one day (29 April), there were 27 records from Assynt, Skye and Rum in the west 
across to Loch Fleet, Aviemore and Grantown-on-Spey in the east. 
 
Breeding: The Sallachy ground survey in Sutherland noted six pairs, the same as in 2022. 
On Handa Island, a pair bred on the beach and raised at least one chick. On Eigg, nine pairs 
had a reasonably successful season, with several chicks seen. Elsewhere, 20 records of 
proven breeding throughout the region included the earliest nest with eggs reported, on 
Canna on 25 May, and the first fledged young, at Loch Portree, Skye on 12 June. 
 
Number of Common Sandpiper pairs breeding at Insh Marshes 201 4ɀ2023:  
   2014    2015    2016    2017    2018    2019   2020   2021    2022   2023 
Pairs          12         16         18         14           9         14          *          10           4           3 
*  count not done due to Covid-19 restrictions 
 

Summer/Autumn: June continued to see high numbers of sightings extending 
across the region, with ÔÈÅ ÍÏÎÔÈȭÓ ÔÏÐ count of 12 near Lochaline on the 30th. 
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The July high was 17, at both Inverscaddle on Loch Linnhe on 8 July and on the 
Beauly Firth on 10 July. Numbers decreased significantly during August, with a 
month-high count of eight at Nigg Ferry on 1 August. There were only eight 
records, of one or two birds, on BirdTrack to 17 September, but 10 were noted on 
the Conon estuary on 28 September and also a very late record of a bird on Rum 
on 27 November. 
 
 

Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus   
Rare breeder; scarce passage migrant. 
 
Spring/Summer: There were 17 records at nine locations from 13 April  to 13 
June (18 at 11 locations in 2022). All, apart from one, were in Badenoch & 
Strathspey. The single bird seen outwith this stronghold was at Loch Fleet in E 
Sutherland on 3 May. 
 
Breeding:  Various records were submitted of one or two birds calling and displaying 
during April and May in Strathspey. At one site two adults were seen with two juveniles 
on 13 June. 

 
Autumn:  No passage migrants were seen this year.  
 

 
Redshank Tringa totanus   
Uncommon breeder; common migrant and winter visitor in Inner 
Moray Firth, but uncommon elsewhere.  
 
Winter/Spring: BirdTrack reported 1481 sightings (1332 in 2022) at 593 
locations and in every month, but most were in January-April. Sightings were 
sharply reduced in May-July, before picking up in August and being maintained 
through autumn to December. Found throughout the region, there was a 
significant bias to the east coast. Late March saw a move inland and most records 
were from there for April -June, before a move back to the coast in July. High 
monthly counts included 400 at Castle Stuart near Inverness on 14 January, 416 
at Merkinch LNR, Inverness on 4 February, 100 at Tain on 7 and 27 March, 450 at 
Redcastle on the Beauly Firth on 3 April  and 10 at Dulnain Bridge, Strathspey on 
8 May. On Eigg, bird sightings were much less regular and numerous than normal. 
 
Breeding: A nest with young was reported near Arisaig on 1 June. Six other sites where 
young were reported between 2 and 11 June were all in Badenoch & Strathspey, including 
Spey Dam, where two pairs with three chicks each were seen on 3 June, and Grantown-
on-Spey, where a nest with young was reported on 11 June. One pair bred on Eigg and 
two chicks were seen on 24 May. 
 
Number of Redshank pairs breeding at Insh Marshes 201 4ɀ2023:  
 2014    2015    2016    2017    2018    2019   2020   2021   2022    2023 
Pairs        81       102         83         47         75         76         *          97        75         62 
* count not done due to Covid-19 restrictions 
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Redshank - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2023:  
                            22 Jan       19 Feb       15 Oct    17 Dec 
BroraɀDornoch    156             99             125         109    
Dornoch Firth    471           436             511         565 
East Ross Coast      12             30         9              28 
Cromarty Firth              985          1217           1756       1114 
Beauly Firth     489          248    550          600 
Inverness Firth    941          588    870          517 
TOTALS               3054        2618           3821       2933 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: Handa reported birds throughout late March to early 
September, with a maximum of nine in mid-August. The WeBS counts above show 
a decrease in birds of approximately 8.5% on 2022 figures. High monthly counts 
included 30 at Merkinch LNR on 28 June and 15 at Broadford Bay on 30 June, 170 
at Milton of Culloden, Inverness on 30 July, 325 at Udale Bay, Cromarty Firth on 
13 August, 260 at Milton of Culloden on 5 September (continuing a significant 
downward trend for September highs, from 850 in 2021 and 520 in 2022), 300 at 
Udale Bay on 26 October, 300 at Dingwall on 5 November and, in December, 59 at 
Kentra Bay, Ardnamurchan on the 2nd and 203 on the Conon estuary on the 18th. 
Annual highs for the west coast were 70 on Ardnamurchan on 14 November and, 
for the north coast, nine at Melvich on 7 November. 

 
 

Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola   
Rare breeder; scarce passage migrant.  
 
Spring/Summer:  BirdTrack reported 31 sightings at 15 locations from 29 April -
30 July (27 at 17 locations in 2022). Mostly, one or two birds were reported, but 
three were seen in NW Sutherland on 13 May and another three in S Badenoch on 
4 June. Most sightings were in Badenoch, but with a good set in Strathspey, and 
multiple sightings in NW Sutherland and inland lochs in Ross-shire.  

Breeding:  It was an extraordinary year for Wood Sandpipers in Scotland in 2023, with 
88 pairs recorded at 49 sites, of which 19 were new sites. A total of 34 sites were recorded 
in the Highland Bird report area ɀ in 2022 there were only 19 sites. An intense survey of 
parts of Caithness and Sutherland certainly contributed to the recording effort, with 13 of 
the new sites located in Sutherland, and three people lucky enough to have found nests. 
Ross & Cromarty had two new sites, which is unusual, and they held 1 possible and 1 
probable pair, with the two regular sites holding 13 possible pairs. One of Inverness-
ÓÈÉÒÅȭÓ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÒ ÓÉÔÅÓ ÈÅÌÄ ÏÎÅ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅ ÐÁÉÒȢ "ÁÄÅÎÏÃÈ Ǫ 3ÔÒÁÔÈÓÐÅÙ ÈÁÄ Ô×Ï ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒ ÎÅ× 
sites this year, holding one probable and two possible pairs, with the two regular sites 
holding five possible pairs. Sutherland had 13 new sites, holding 7 probable and 4 possible 
pairs, and 11 known sites, holding 12 probable and 4 possible pairs. The density of 
breeding pairs in the Flow Country was astonishing and it will be interesting to see if this 
situation occurs in future years.  
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Greenshank  Tringa nebularia   
Locally common breeder in suitable upland habitat; regular 
migrant in small numbers, but scarce in winter.  
 
Winter/Spring: BirdTrack recorded 575 sightings or audio records for the year 
(518 in 2022), covering every month and from throughout the region, but with the 
normal west coast bias. April and May had the highest number of records. The high 
count for winter  was three, at Carnoch Bridge at the head of Loch Sunart on both 
15 January and 12 February. In March, four birds were at Kentra Bay 
Ardnamurchan on the 20th and the high count in April was eight at The Mound, 
Loch Fleet on 23 April . Ullapool, on 5 May had a high count of seven. Eigg had an 
overwintering bird which remained until 27 March. WeBS Inner Moray Firth 
surveys showed a 21% increase in numbers over 2022. 
 
Breeding: The Sallachy open ground survey near Loch Shin had 21 birds on territory (24 
in 2022). Recently fledged young were first found north of Dalwhinnie and at Glen 
Sligachan on Skye on 3 June. Breeding was confirmed at four more sites, at Tongadale on 
Skye on 5 June, nests with young in the hills at the head of Strathconon on 8 June and at 
Achnahannet, Dulnain Bridge on 12 June, and fledged young east of Loch Loyal, N 
Sutherland on 24 June. 

 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: The number of monthly sightings reduced from the 
high levels of April and May during this period, but the regional monthly high 
counts identified larger concentrations of birds. In June, 10+ birds were counted 
on the 2nd in the hills east of Fort Augustus, and 11 were together on Loch Fleet 
on 28 June and at the head of Loch Portree on Skye on 30 June. The latter  location 
had monthly highs of 20 on 9 July and 13 on both 20 and 31 August. Loch Fleet had 
10 on 28 September and 11 on 14 October. Later, Kentra Bay, on the 
Ardnamurchan peninsula, had the monthly highs of 12 on 7 November and six on 
2 December.  
 
Greenshank - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2023:  
                            22 Jan       19 Feb        15 Oct    17 Dec 
BroraɀDornoch      1            3                    0          0    
Dornoch Firth      3            1                 13          2 
Cromarty Firth                0                 0                  15          7 
Beauly Firth       0            0                    0           1 
Inverness Firth      1            4                    0           0 
TOTALS                   5            8                  28        10 

 
 

Kittiwake  Rissa tridactyla  
Common but local coastal breeder; common migrant but scarce in 
mid -winter and rare inland.  
 
Winter/Spring: January and February records showed low numbers from the 
east coast, with highs of 50 at Dingwall on 28 January and 40 at Tarbat Ness on 25 
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February. Records on the west coast were geographically scattered. Highest 
counts were 64 at Harris on Rum on 1 January and 47 in Loch Eishort, Skye on 31 
January. Numbers remained low at the beginning of March everywhere, but 
steadily increased at Tarbat Ness from single figures to 801 on the 31st and did 
not exceed this figure in April, in contrast to multiple four-figure counts in 2022. 
In the west, low numbers were recorded, apart from highs of 120 at Loch Carron 
on 31 March and 500 on 2 April at Neist Point. An unusual record on 1 April from 
Fort William logged 284 in several flocks flying NE up the Lochy estuary, circling 
high as they reached land and then continuing in the same direction. Counts in 
May were generally low, but 500 were recorded at Faraid Head, Durness on the 
3rd.  
 
Breeding: On Handa, in 11 monitored plots, 904 chicks fledged from 599 nests, giving a 
high productivity of 1.45 chicks per nest. An all-island count in June recorded 4589 AON, 
a 22.4% increase from the last count of 3749 in 2018. 
 
Kittiwake breeding productivity in study plots at North Sutor 2014 ɀ2023:  
          2014   2015   2016   2017   2018   2019   2020   2021   2022 2023 
No. of AON          251     275     262      279     242      235         *        289     423    452 
Young per nest          0.6       0.3      0.51     0.78     0.5       0.08^     *         0.8       1.1     0.6 
^ Great Black-backed Gulls were observed predating nests 
* count not done due to Covid-19 restrictions 

 
Kittiwake breeding productivity on Canna 2014 ɀ2023:  
      2014   2015   2016   2017   2018   2019   2020   2021   2022   2023 
No. of AON      935   1141   1166   1260   1060   1457        *       1421   1497   1414 
Young per nest       Not      0.9       1.0       0.8       0.9       0.5         *         1.0        **        1.1                                                                        
in study colonies   known 
*   counts not done due to Covid-19 restrictions 
** monitoring not done due to government restrictions 
 

The number of AON at North Sutor continued the upward trend and, on Canna, the 
number of AON showed signs of stabilising. 
 

Summer/Autumn/Winter: Widely reported in summer from all coastlines, the 
notable counts were 371 at Strathy Point on 19 July and 1000 off Handa on 8 
August. The highest autumn counts were 1000+ in Broadford Bay on 13 October 
and 230 off Brora on 13 November. 

 
 
3ÁÂÉÎÅȭÓ 'ÕÌÌ Xema sabini 
Scarce migrant.  
 
Summer/Autumn: A single bird was reported from Sconser, Sound of Raasay on 
ςφ !ÕÇÕÓÔ ÁÎÄȟ ÏÎ σ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒȟ ÓÉÎÇÌÅÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÓÅÅÎ ÁÔ 3ÔÒÁÔÈÙ 0ÏÉÎÔ ÁÎÄ 2ÕÂÈÁ Áȭ -ÈÉÌÌ 
Glaise in Sutherland.  
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"ÏÎÁÐÁÒÔÅȭÓ 'ÕÌÌ Chroicocephalus philadelphia 

Vagrant.  
 
Summer/Autumn:  One adult in summer plumage was logged at Ullapool on 31 
July and a single at Bayfield, Portree from 27-30 October. 

 

"ÏÎÁÐÁÒÔÅȭÓ 'ÕÌÌȟ Ullapool  ©  Dylan Daunt 
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Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus   
Common but rapidly declining breeder, now restricted mainly to 
Badenoch & Strathspey and Inverness District; common winter 
visitor in Inner Moray Firth and becoming commoner elsewhere.  
 
Winter/Spring: Records during January and February were mainly from coastal 
locations, with highest counts of 119 at Gairloch on 30 January and 86 at 
Dundonnell on 3 February. In the east, 150 were counted at Easter and Wester 
Dalziel on 12 January. Numbers were similar in March, but, by the middle of the 
month, birds had returned to breeding grounds in Strathspey. Coastal counts 
remained low during spring. 

 
Breeding:  In Strathspey, about 500 birds were logged at Loch Roida on 6 May and a 
similar number at Lyngarrie on 8 May, while 90+ AON were recorded at Loch an Spioraid 
on 28 May. On 12 June, 15 fledged young were recorded at Bognacruie and there were at 
least 80 well -grown juveniles at Lynchat on the 24th. Fledged young were present at 
Achnahannet Pool on 10 July. On the Moray Firth, 68 AON were noted at the Foulis Ferry 
Raft. 
 
Pairs of Black -headed Gull breeding at Insh Marshes 2014 ɀ2023:  
Year      2014   2015   2016   2017   2018   2019   2020   2021   2022   2023 
Pairs  182     130        24        23        20        20         *         0£           17       13 
*counts not done due to Covid-19 restrictions  
£ colony moved to off-reserve location 

 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: August coastal records included 33 birds at Kentra 
Bay on the 4th and 35 at Merkinch on the 13th. During autumn, 320+ were noted 
at Dingwall on 11 September and 200 in Udale Bay to Shore Mill on 27 September. 
In the west, 39 were logged at Fort William on 14 October and 200 in Loch Portree 
on 5 November. 

 
 

Little Gull  Hydrocoloeus minutus   
Scarce but increasing visitor from autumn to spring.  
 
Winter/Spring:  All records were from Brora. Birds were present throughout 
January, with a maximum count of 16 on the 3rd. February had a sighting on the 
8th of seven birds; March counts peaked at 20 on the 25th and the last spring 
record on 8 April was of nine birds. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter:  There were two summer records from Brora, with 
seven birds present on 11 August. Elsewhere, two were at Dornoch on 16 August 
and a single spotted from the Ullapool-Stornoway ferry on 21 August. Birds were 
present throughout autumn at Brora, with numbers peaking at 14 on 27 
November.  A single bird was at Chanonry Point on 5 September, two at the same  
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place on 19 October and two at Loch Fleet on the 20th. In November, two birds 
were reported from Portmahomack on the 15th and a single at Embo on the 17th. 
Apart from two at Embo on 7 December, Brora continued its dominance of records 
for the year, with a maximum count of 11 on 30 December. 

 
 

 
Mediterranean Gull, Ardmair. © Andy Williams 

 
 
Mediterranean Gull  Ichthyaetus melanocephalus   
Passage visitor.  
 
Winter/Spring: A single bird was recorded at Ardmair on 6 and 13 February.  
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: A marked decrease in records compared with 2022 
saw only single birds at Coul Links on 17 July, at Brora on 23 September and at 
Applecross on 2 October.  
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Common Gull Larus canus   
Common and widespread breeder; common winter visitor, 
especially to Inner Moray Firth.  
 
Winter/Spring: Counts by RAFOS between Loch Kishorn and Bettyhill between 
31 January and 2 February had maxima of 139 at Tongue and 202 at Ullapool on 
the north and west coasts respectively. The highest winter counts were 400 at 
Raddery near Fortrose on 23 February and 700 at Alturlie on 26 February. In 
March, 300 birds were at the Lochindorb breeding site on the 21st. The highest 
coastal count in April was 215 at Udale Bay on the 21st.  
 
Breeding: Records of breeding were noted at 21 sites. Occupied nests were first recorded 
on 21 April near Tain. The largest colony in the region at Lochindorb had at least 250 AON 
on 4 June. An unusual nesting location at Drummond, Inverness was in a previously 
ÏÃÃÕÐÉÅÄ 2ÏÏËȭÓ ÎÅÓÔȟ ÓÅÅÎ ÏÎ σπ *ÕÎÅȢ 
 
Autumn/Winter: September counts in three figures were from two locations: a 
peak of 300+ at Udale Bay on the 25th and 120 at Alturlie Point on the 27th. The 
highest October counts were 500 at Udale Bay on the 4th and 600+ at Loch Portree 
on the 29th. About 150 birds were recorded on three occasions at Portmahomack 
during November and counts at Loch Portree peaked at 450 on 18 November. The 
only three-figure counts in December were at Loch Portree, with a maximum of 
300+ on the 9th.   

 
 
Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus   
Common breeder; uncommon far inland, but regularly found in 
Strathspey. 
 
Winter/Spring:  The highest winter counts were at Loch Eil on 11 February, with 
60 birds counted at both Garvan and Duisky. Count maxima were lower elsewhere, 
with 16 at Tarbat Ness on 8 January and 20 at Achnahaird on 29 January. The 
RAFOS survey in late January to early February produced counts of 26 birds at 
Bettyhill, Tongue and Ullapool, with 34 at Eriboll the highest count. On 25 April, 
50 birds were recorded at Duirinish and, in May, 70 were counted on a sea watch 
at Brora on the 12th.  
 

Breeding: Young were fledged from the eight nests found on Handa. Elsewhere, occupied 
nests were found at Whiteness Head and, on Skye, at Lower Milovaig and Ullinish. Six 
young were ringed on Eilean nan Ron on 19 July and fledged young seen on Rum and at 
Milton of Culloden in July. 

 
Great Black-backed Gull breeding productivity on Canna 2014 ɀ2023:  
    2014   2015   2016   2017   2018   2019   2020   2021   2022   2023 
No. of AOT      16        18        17        18        16        18          *        12       14        16 
Young per AOT     0.9       0.9       1.3       1.4       0.5       0.8          *       1.5       **        0.7 
* counts not done due to Covid-19 restrictions ** counts not done due to government restrictions 
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Summer/Autumn/Winter: Counts were generally low during summer, with a 
maximum of 53 at Fort William on 15 July. In autumn, 30 birds were counted at 
Udale Bay on 5 September, 34 at Shamhnan Insir, Rum on 10 September and Fort 
William counts peaked at 57 on 21 November. December had counts of 46 at 
Ullapool on the 5th, and 109 at the head of Loch Eil and 43 at Fort William on the 
19th.    
 
 
Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus   
Scarce winter visitor; rare in summer.  
 
Winter/Spring/Summer: Throughout the year there were fewer records than 
last year. The first record in January was an adult bird at Strathy Point. The RAFOS 
survey recorded one at Loch Inchard on 29 January, with a further single at 
Sheigra on 1 February and two birds at Ullapool on the 3rd. Other sightings of 
singles during the month were on Rum and on Skye at Portree and Isle Ornsay. 
Single birds were at Portree in early March and Kinlochbervie late in the month. 
One bird was noted at Ullapool on 2 April.  On Skye, a single bird was reported at 
Broadford Bay between 24 April and 12 May, at Rubha nam Brathairean on 30 
April and there was an adult bird at Portee harbour on 22 May.   
 
Autumn/Winter: There were four records of single birds at Ullapool between 11 
September and 25 November. Single birds were sighted at Loch Harport on 17 
September, Brora on 29 November and 24 December, and Portree on 31 
December.  

 
 
Iceland Gull  Larus glaucoides   
Scarce winter visitor; rare in summer.  
 
Winter/Spring/Summer : There were significantly fewer records throughout the 
year than in the previous one. In January and February, unaged single birds were 
reported from Loch Portree, Ullapool, Tarbat Ness, Ardmair and, late in February, 
from Rum and Corpach. Also inland, two unaged birds were reported at Aviemore 
on 12 January and single adults were noted at Loch Insh on 13 January and at 
Creag na Sanais, Laggan on 24 January. March had the highest number of monthly 
records with 29. Single unaged birds were reported from Rum, Fort William, 
Inverlochy, Gairloch, Portree, Ullapool and Kinlochbervie. Two birds were at 
Ardmair on the 10th, and a juvenile and a third-winter bird were present at Caol 
and the adjacent Lochy estuary on the 15th. A single adult was at Firemore Beach, 
Inverasdale on the 17th. One bird was sighted from the Ullapool to Stornoway 
ferry about 10 miles NW of the Summer Isles. Two juvenile birds were reported 
from Neist Point on Skye at the beginning of April and the last report at Fort 
William was of a single bird on the 12th. The final records for the period were on 
Skye, of singles at Neist Point on 21 May, at Duntulm on 24 May and at Breakish 
on 5 June. 
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Autumn/Winter: The sole east coast record was of a juvenile at Udale Bay on 11 
September. In November, birds were reported from Kinlochbervie and Portree. 
The last week of the year had reports from Rum, Portree and Fort William. 

 
 
Herring Gull  Larus argentatus   
Common breeder around coasts; commonly encountered inland.  
 
Winter/Spring: There were 22 counts in January and February that exceeded 100 
or more birds, covering all coastlines and some inland sites. The RAFOS counts at 
44 locations between Loch Carron and Melvich from 28 January-3 February 
recorded a total 1837 birds, with an average of 42, figures that are slightly down 
on the previous year. Insh Marshes recorded 250 on 13 January. Counts in March 
at Tarbat Ness peaked at 500 on the 11th, and a further nine counts elsewhere 
exceeded 100 birds. In April, apart from 100 present at Udale Bay on the 29th, 
large counts were confined to Tarbat Ness, peaking at an overnight roost of 500 
on the 17th.  

 
Breeding: Handa recorded seven AON. Elsewhere, 22 sites recorded occupied nests or 
fledged young from a wide geographical spread across the mainland and Inner Hebrides.  
 
Breeding productivity of Herring Gulls nesting on Canna 2014 ɀ2023:  
           2014   2015   2016   2017   2018   2019   2020   2021   2022 2023 
No. of AOT             75        85        96        97        63      109         *          87        66     58 
All-island estimate     0.7       0.7       0.9       1.2       1.1       1.4          *        1.4         **     2.1 
of chicks per nest  
* counts not done due to Covid-19 restrictions 
** counts not done due to government restrictions 

 

Autumn/Winter: Maximum counts of 396 at Fort William and 300 at 
Portmahomack were recorded on 15 September and 9 October respectively.  In 
November, the highest counts were recorded at Portree, Portmahomack and Fort 
William; 336 at the last of these on 28 November was the largest. December counts 
peaked on the 19th at the west end of Loch Eil with 395 birds. 

 
[Herring x Glaucous (Viking) Gull] Larus argentatus x hyperboreus 
Single birds were recorded at Ullapool on 9 January and 12-27 September, and at 
Portree on 12-14 February. 
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American Herring Gull Larus smithsonianus  
Vagrant.  
 
Winter/Spring: A single first-winter bird was present at Fort William from 3-16 
March. The total of 21 records all came from the Lochy estuary area or MOWI 
factory at Blar Mor. First record for Highland. 
 
 

 

American Herring Gull, Fort William © Andy Williams 

 

Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus  
Uncommon local breeder; uncommon spring and autumn migrant; 
scarce in winter.  
 
Winter/Spring: After a single bird was logged at Achnasheen on 2 January, there 
were no records until 5 March, when 12 were counted at Applecross. Twenty-nine 
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records during the rest of the month were widely spread and in low single figures. 
There was a similar pattern of distribution and numbers in April and May, with 90 
and 80 records respectively. The highest April counts were 10 at the Highland 
Wildlife Park, Kincraig on 10 April, seven at the Conon estuary on 14 April, 16 at 
Melvaig on 23 April and nine at Rubha Reidh in Wester Ross on 28 April. In May, 
the highest counts were of seven birds at Faraid Head on the 17th and Scalpay on 
the 31st. June had counts of 27 at Balnakeil on the 12th and 20 at Kylerhea on the 
26th.  
 
Breeding: The only confirmed breeding record was of young in a nest at Tain on 16 July.  
 
Number of Lesser Black -backed Gulls breeding on Canna 2014ɀ2023:  
           2014   2015   2016   2017   2018   2019   2020   2021   2022   2023 
No. of AOT        9        13        13          8           7           9          *            7          8          5 
* counts not done due to Covid-19 restrictions 

 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: Summer records amounted to 128, mainly in the 
west, but with a scattering of inland and east coast ones. In July, 30 birds were 
recorded at Eilean nan Ron on the 19th and, in August 10 were counted at Duror 
on the 5th and eight at Tocabhaig, Sleat on the 20th. Records declined steeply in 
autumn, with 13 in September and three each in October and December. Like the 
preceding months, numbers of birds were in low single figures. 
 
 

Sandwich Tern  Sterna sandvicensis   
Has bred; common summer visitor and migrant in Inner Moray 
Firth but scarce elsewhere. 
 
Spring/Summer:  A single bird was at Loch Fleet on 19 March, this date in keeping 
with the earliest records in the last five years, and numbers there increased to 22 
over the next six days. Three birds were at Tarbat Ness on 24 March. During the 
first week of April, there were records from coastal areas, between Chanonry 
Point and Dunrobin, peaking with 24 birds at Tarbat Ness on the 7th. The overall 
largest count was of 92 at Loch Fleet on 9 April. Four were noted at Alturlie on 15 
April whilst, two days later, two were on the north coast at Talmine. May saw less 
frequent reports of small numbers from Easter Ross and the north coast, with an 
unusual record of four at Kingairloch, in the west, on 28 May. The latter part of 
June saw increasing concentrations noted, with 40 in the Durness area on the 28th 
and 27 at Coul Links on the following day.    
 
Breeding:  There were no records of breeding, but 11 juveniles were noted amongst 35 
individuals at Balintore on 22 July. Juveniles were noted in this area at a similar date in 
2022. 
 
Summer/Autumn: In the first week of July, 52 birds were noted at Loch Fleet, 72 
at Dornoch Links and 38 at Fort George. A major movement was indicated by 
records of 150 at Alturlie Point, 80 at South Kessock and 100 at Udale Bay between 
12-14 August. Loch Fleet held 160 in early September. In the west, small numbers 
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were noted at Broadford, Skye on several dates in mid-August. The final record 
was of four off Cromarty on 4 October. 

 
 
Little Tern  Sternula albifrons   
Scarce summer visitor & breeder in Inner Moray Firth; rare 
elsewhere. 
 
Spring/Summer/Autumn : Two birds were noted at Dornoch Point on 8 May; this 
date is very close to the average arrival over the past five years. One or two were 
recorded at Alness Point between 22-24 May. Ten further reports, in June and July, 
originated from locations bounded by Whiteness Head and Brora, with a 
maximum count of seven. In the west, a single was at Loch Ewe at the end of May 
and two were logged at Stoer on 2 August. The last bird seen was in Raasay Bay 
on 22 August. Overall, these records indicate a small decline relative to the past 
five years. 
 
Breeding: Four pairs attempted breeding at a single site in the Moray Firth. A single 
juvenile was raised. 
 
Monitored Little Tern breeding success in Inner Moray Firth 2014 ɀ2023:  
          2014   2015   2016   2017   2018   2019   2020   2021   2022   2023 
No. of pairs              5           0        11        13        16           8        17*        8           6          4 
No. of sites              1           0           4          3          3           4          4*        5            8          1 
No. young fledge           0           0          3          2          0            5          8*        0           4          1 
Young fledged          0.00     0.00     0.27     0.15    0.00      0.65    0.47    0.00     0.65    0.25 
per pair 
*some site visits not done due to Covid-19 restrictions, so may be underestimates 
 
 

Common Tern  Sterna hirundo   
Common but recently declining breeder, now rare inland; common 
summer visitor and migrant around coasts.  
 
Spring:  Four birds were noted at Coul Links on 12 April; this date is in keeping 
with the average arrival date over the past five years. Further records, during the 
following week, concerned small numbers at Dingwall, Chanonry Point and Loch 
Fleet in the east and at Inverasdale and Treaslane, Skye in the west. A higher count 
of 30 was made at Gairloch on 6 May. Similar numbers were logged at Brora two 
weeks later. In the far north, records from Balnakeil commenced on 9 May. Inland 
records commenced from Grantown-on-Spey on 11 May and from the Findhorn 
valley two days later. 
 
Breeding: The 104 nests at Invergordon port were severely affected by avian flu, with 
productivity recorded at 0.25 against an average of 0.6 over the last eight years. No 
records were available for the rafts at Avoch. At the Foulis Ferry raft, 13 pairs raised 17 
young. Adults were noted carrying food at Grantown-on-Spey on 20 June. Small-scale 
breeding was noted at Loch Linnhe on 21 June and at Loch Sunart in early August. Overall, 
these records are cause for concern. 
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Common Tern breeding success in Inner Moray Firth 2014 ɀ2023:    
                2014   2015   2016   2017   2018   2019   2020   2021   2022   2023 
Estimated no. pairs       584     603      601      511     627      533     533*    777     262        ** 
Occupied sites                     5    6          3            5          6           6          8*         7          6  ** 
Young fledged                456     456      528      321     733      487     283*    692     168  ** 
Young per pair               0.78    0.76     0.88     0.63    1.17      0.91    0.53    0.89     0.64  ** 
*some site visits not done due to Covid-19 restrictions, so may be underestimates 
** insufficient information to produce significant overall figures 

 
Summer/Autumn:  At Udale Bay, 50 birds were logged on 20 August. Counts of 
up to 92, including many juveniles, were made at Chanonry Point in mid-
September.  The last north and west coast records were from Strathy Point and 
Mellon Udrigle in early October and, in the east, from Embo on 17 October. 
 

 
Arctic Tern  Sterna paradisaea   
Common but declining breeder; locally common summer visitor 
and migrant.  
 
Spring/Summer:  The initial sightings were of two birds at Ashaig, Skye on 28 
April , two at Alturlie on 29 April and a further two at Lochinver on 30 April. These 
records are 10 days later than the average arrival dates over the past five years. 
Four were logged at Talmine on the north coast on 2 May. Larger arrivals included 
12 birds at Stoer on 5 May and 10 at Staffin, Skye on 12 May. On 20 May, 30 were 
logged from the Uig to Lochmaddy ferry. 
 
Breeding:  Small-scale breeding was noted at Leinish, Skye from 12 May. A colony of 50+ 
was recorded on Eigg on 26 May. On the north coast, six pairs were on nests at Talmine 
on 8 June. Nests with eggs were noted on both Rum and Eigg on this same date. 
 
Arctic Tern breeding success in Inner Moray Firth 2014 ɀ2023:  
         2014   2015   2016   2017   2018   2019   2020   2021   2022   2023 
No. of pairs         341     184      203     329      196      291       86*    143      153     130 
No. of sites              4          5           6          7            2          7         6*          5           6         6 
No. young fledged     15        56         64     162         72     185       45*       29           7         8 
Young fledged         0.04       0.3       0.3     0.49     0.37    0.64    0.52        0.2     0.04    0.05 
per pair 
*some site visits not done due to Covid-19 restrictions, so may be underestimates 

 
Summer/Autumn:  Larger counts included 46 at Strathy on 8 August and 51 at 
Helmsdale on 17 August. The final record was of two birds at Brora on 29 October. 
This is comparable with late records over the past five years. 
 
 

White -winged Black Tern Chlidonias leucopterus 
Rare visitor.  
 
Summer:  A lone individual was recorded from a ferry near Priest Island on 4 June. 
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Black Tern  Chlidonias niger   
Scarce migrant.  
 
Autumn:  A juvenile was noted at Brora river-mouth on 14 September. This 
species has been sparsely recorded, generally juveniles in August or September, 
in the Moray or Dornoch Firths for the past 10 years. 
 
 

Great Skua Stercorarius skua   
Uncommon local breeder in north and west; regular migrant in 
small numbers, mainly in autumn.  
 
Winter/Spring:  The first singles were at Gairloch on 21 March and Stoer on 28 
March.  More frequent April records were of small numbers spanning the coastline 
from Eigg to Tongue. In early May, numbers increased on Handa to 40. The latter 
part of May produced a surge of records, of small numbers from the west coast, 
with highs of six birds at Staffin and Ullapool and five at Stoer. The first east coast 
sighting was of a single off Brora on 25 April .   
 
Breeding:  On Handa, 84 AOT were recorded, an increase of 11 from the 2022 figure, but 
again well below the 283 recorded in 2018. Eggs were first noted on 21May and chicks on 
13 June. There were no records of fledging success. 
 
Summer/Autumn: On 2 August, 13 birds were noted at Staffin, Skye and 16 at 
Strathy on 9 August. In the east, nine were at Helmsdale on 19 August and 
throughout September small numbers were noted off Easter Ross and Chanonry 
Point. Final records were of singles in the Minch until 17 October and, in the east, 
five at Brora on 18 October and a single at Tarbat Ness on 20 October. 
 
  

Pomarine Skua  Stercorarius pomarinus  
Uncommon migrant, mainly in autumn in Inner Moray Firth; rare 
in winter.  
 
Winter/Spring:  The only two records were of a single seen from the Uig to 
Lochmaddy ferry on 20 May and two birds at Skelbo, Loch Fleet on 29 May.  

  
Summer/Autumn : Up to four birds were noted off Chanonry Point on five dates 
between 19 August and 15 September. This presence was presumably related to 
the feeding Common Terns in the area and follows similar sightings in 2022.  
Further records in August came from Fort George and Embo. The 12, singular, 
records in September came from the Black Isle, Brora and Embo. On Skye, four 
birds were off Broadford on 22 September, followed by a very impressive count of 
29 there on 13 October. On the north coast, six were logged at Strathy on 3 
October. On 18 October, 11 were noted off Brora river-mouth. The final record was 
of a single at Tarbat Ness on 20 October. 
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Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus   
Scarce local breeder in north and west; regular migrant in small 
numbers, mainly in autumn.  
 
Spring:  Three birds were noted at Embo on 23 April and two were at Dornoch on 
the following day. On Skye, a single was at Duntuilm on 1 May. These dates reflect 
the general pattern of arrivals over the past 15 years. Thirty  further records in 
May covered the western coastline, from Rubha Reidh to Durness, with a high 
count of six at Cape Wrath. Later east coast records were of singles at Whiteness 
Head on 1 June and at Balintore in mid-June. 
 
Breeding: Nine chicks were ringed at Eilean nan Ron from a breeding colony of 12 pairs.  
On Handa, 23 AOT were recorded, with first eggs noted on 28 May and first chick on 17 
June.   

 
Summer/Autumn:  Occasional records continued from north, east and west coast 
areas. The number of double-figure records was limited to 10-20 birds seen from 
the Ullapool to Stornoway ferry on 21-24 August, 13 at Broadford Bay on 26 
August, 17 at Chanonry Point on 15 September and 12 at Broadford Bay on 22 
September. The final record was of a single at Tarbat Ness on 17 November. 

 
 
Long-tailed Skua  Stercorarius longicaudus  
Scarce migrant, mainly in autumn on north coast and in Inner 
Moray Firth.  
 
Spring/Summer:  Singles were logged at Cape Wrath on 29 May, Brora on 23 July 
and Dornoch Point on 20 August. 
 
Autumn: In September, a single was noted at Broadford Bay on the 14th, two 
juveniles at Brora on the 18th and one juvenile at Dornoch on the 23rd. A further 
single was recorded near Oldshoremore on 3 October. There has been a long-term 
and continuing decline in records of this species. 

 
 
Little Auk  Alle alle   
Scarce, but occasionally common, migrant and winter visitor.  
  
Winter/Spring: Singles were noted at Loch Inchard, Sutherland on 29 January 
and at Tarbat Ness on 25 February. 
 
Autumn/Winter:  A single was at Broadford Bay, Skye on 15 October. One or two 
birds were logged on eight days in the second half of October between Ardersier 
Bay/Chanonry Point and Brora. The final two records relate to sightings of singles 
at Rosemarkie and Portmahomack in the first week of November. These reports 
reflect the variable numbers of records over the past five years. 
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Guillemot  Uria aalge    
Breeding colonies mostly on north and west coasts; common 
offshore but less so in winter.  
 
Winter/Spring: The 300+ records in this period covered coastal areas from Rum 
round to Chanonry Point. Larger counts included 32 at Tarbat Ness on 26 January, 
140 at Ardmair on 13 February and 80 at Loch Ainort, Skye on 20 February, 5000 
at Neist Point, Skye on 2 and 7 April, 350 at Faraid Head, Durness on 3 May and 
1000 at Ord Point, Helmsdale on 19 May. There were consistently high counts at 
Tarbat Ness in March and April, with a maximum of 750 on 16 April. 
 
Breeding:  On Handa, 2700 birds were counted in the 10 study plots, the highest count 
since 2004, with productivity averaged at 0.69%, higher than the 0.57% average for the 
past 27 years. First eggs were noted on 13 May and first chicks on 13 June.    
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter:  On 5 August, 280 birds were logged from the Mallaig 
to Lochboisdale ferry and 600 from the Mallaig to Rum ferry on 9 August. On 16 
August, 40 were noted on Muck. There was a high count of 400 at Pabay Sound, 
Skye on 22 September.  There are records of small numbers on both east and west 
coasts during December. 
 
 

Razorbill  Alca torda   
Breeding colonies mostly on north and west coasts; common 
offshore but less so in winter.  
 
Winter/Spring : Small numbers were noted in all coastal areas during January, 
with the largest count being 50 at Embo on the 11th. Numbers increased in 
February, with 60 at Loch Eriboll on the 1st and 242 at Ullapool on the 3rd, during 
the RAFOS annual survey of the NW coasts. A significant movement was recorded 
at Tarbat Ness, with 2500 there on 25 February. Four-figure concentrations 
continued to be counted at Tarbat Ness into April. In the west, 29 were noted at 
Arisaig on 17 March, 100 at Ardnamurchan Point on 19 March and 55 at Loch 
Sunart on 29 March. Early May produced north coast records of 40 at Loch Eriboll 
and 150 at Faraid Head. In the east, 1000 were recorded at Ord Point, north of 
Helmsdale on 19 May.            
 
Breeding:  On Handa, 322 individuals were noted on the 10 study plots, a similar level to 
2022. The first chicks were noted on 16 June. Breeding was noted at Neist Point, Skye on 
1 June. 
 
 Razorbill breeding productivity at North Sutor 2014ɀ2023:  
      2014   2015   2016   2017   2018   2019   2020   2021   2022   2023 
Young per egg         0.7       0.7       0.2       0.2       0.5       0.4         *         0.7        0.7         ** 
* counts not done due to Covid-19 restrictions 
** counts not done due to avian flu restrictions 
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Summer/Autumn/Winter: On 19 July, 200 were counted in Portree Harbour. On 
4 August, 50 were recorded at Ardersier, with 90 at Alturlie  and 180 at Inver in 
the following week. The first major counts were of 600 at Pabay Sound, Skye on 
22 September and a very impressive 3000 at Brora four days later. In October, 450 
were noted near Oldshoremore on the 3rd, 400 at Broadford Bay on the 13th Eathie 
and 197 at Balintore on the 18th. 
 
 

Black Guillemot  Cepphus grylle   
Breeds in small numbers round most of north and west coast; 
scarce offshore away from breeding areas, mainly in winter.  
 
Winter/Spring : The 320 BirdTrack records in this period were primarily from 
widespread locations in the west. Limited sightings from the east spanned the 
Black Isle, Tarbat Ness and Easter Ross. Only 15 of the total sightings were in 
double figures. These included 22 birds at Ashaig, Skye on 4 January, 20 at 
Kenmore, north Applecross on1 February, 50 at Dunvegan Head, Skye on 12 May, 
20 at Melvaig on 16 May and 90 around Handa Island on 29 May. In the east, 19 
were at Tarbat Ness on 21 February. 
 
Breeding:  There were records of breeding from four locations on Skye in mid-May and of 
seven pairs on Eigg at the end of May. There were no reports of productivity.  Juveniles 
were noted at Stoer at the end of May, at Loch Linnhe on 2 June and around parts of Handa 
in late July and early August. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: There were a further 270 BirdTrack records in this 
period, with 40 stemming from the east. Again, most records were of single figures. 
The highest counts were of 100 at Kervaig, Cape Wrath on 4 June, 30 at Loch Leven 
on 7 June, 40 around Canna on 17 July and 50 at Portree Harbour on 19 July. An 
increase in east coast records in the latter part of October included those of 12 
birds at Brora, 20-33 at Portmahomack and six at Chanonry Point. 
 
 

Puffin  Fratercula arctica   
Locally common, but declining , breeder; uncommon away from 
breeding areas and scarce in winter.  
 
Winter/Spring:  Two birds were reported on the north coast at Sandside Bay on 
22 February, then 50 from the Ullapool to Stornoway ferry on 7 April. A single was 
recorded off Eigg on 10 April. One week later, 12 were logged at Neist Point, Skye 
and numbers there rose to 30 by 24 April. In the north, 11 were at Faraid Head by 
3 May and 50 at Portskerra on 16 May. The highest counts were of 250 from the 
Uig to Lochmaddy ferry on 9 May and 116 at Stoer on 28 May. In the east, the sole 
record was from Tarbat Ness on 28 May. 
 
Breeding:  On Handa, a pre-laying count made on 5 May recorded 73 individuals. This is 
the lowest figure since counts started in 1994 and compares dramatically with over 700 
noted during this exercise in 2001. 
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Summer/Autumn : On 2 June, 100 birds were counted around Canna, and 
sightings from ferries included 140 birds on an Elgol boat trip on 5 June, 50 
between Ullapool and Stornoway on 13 and 28 June and 199 between Uig and 
Lochmaddy on 1 July. Sanday, Canna had the highest counts, with 200 on 11 July 
and 500 two days later. In the north, 42 were logged at Strathy Point on 19 July. In 
the east, individuals were recorded at Tarbat Ness and Brora during July, while six 
were at Helmsdale on 18 August. The last sighting was at Neist Point, Skye in late 
November. 

 

Red-throated Diver  Gavia stellata     
Uncommon breeder; locally common offshore, especially in 
autumn.  
 
Winter/Spring: There were 526 records on BirdTrack in this period. The highest 
count was an impressive 162 from Embo on 4 January. Tarbat Ness had regular 
counts in double figures until the end of April, with a high of 72 on 26 February. 
On the west coast, most records were of single figures, but 11 were counted from 
Rum on 28 March and 15 at Ullapool on 30 April. Inland records, commencing 17 
March, came from Loch Garten, Loch Insh and Loch Morlich.  
 
Breeding: Courtship displays were noted in April in Wester Ross and Inverness districts. 
Pairs with eggs were noted in Badenoch & Strathspey and Wester Ross in June. There 
were recently hatched chicks in Badenoch in early July. Fledged young were noted in east 
Inverness-shire, Badenoch & Strathspey and Wester Ross later in July. On Handa, chicks 
were observed on all lochans. On Eigg, two pairs were sitting on eggs, although the 
outcome is unknown.  

 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: Regular small numbers were recorded in this period, 
until the end of the year, from both east and west coasts, with fewer in the north. 
Seven birds were recorded in Broadford Bay on 8 August and a further six in the 
same area on 28 November. From Rum, single-figure counts were reported 
throughout the period, with over six noted on 24 August. Chanonry Point had 18 
birds on 1 September and the highest count in the east was of 38 from Embo on 
17 November.  
 
 

Black-throated Diver  Gavia arctica     
Uncommon breeder in north and west; locally common offshore, 
especially on west coast. 
 
Winter/Spring: There were about 200 records from January to May, slightly less 
than the previous year. The first record was of a single bird at Shieldaig on 2 
January. Six birds were seen in the east at Coul Links on 3 January. High counts 
were mostly in Wester Ross, with 17 noted at Aultbea on 20 January, 30 at Gairloch 
on 19 February, 20 in Gruinard Bay on 12 March and 17 at Poolewe on 18 March. 
An impressive 13 were seen at Firemore, Inverasdale on 26 May. There was also 
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an interesting report of a mixed flock of 86 Great Northern and Black-throated 
Divers in Gruinard Bay on 3 March.  
 
Breeding/Summer: The first record of a pair in a suitable nesting habitat came from 
Easter Ross on 21 March, followed closely by three birds on a loch in east Inverness-shire 
on 23 March. Reports from potential breeding sites were widespread and numerous. 
Chicks were noted at seven sites, up from just three sites last year. An interesting 
observation was of a Black-throated Diver paired with a Great Northern Diver in 
Lochaber. On Handa, pairs were seen in Lochy on 6 and 13 April, again on 12 and 18 July, 
and there was a gathering of 11 individuals on 11 August. 

 
Autumn/Winter: September saw small numbers scattered around east and west 
coasts, with four birds on 12 September at the channel into Loch Fleet and also at 
Golspie. Similarly, on 17 October, 20 were seen off Inverasdale and Firemore, and 
18 in Gruinard Bay. There was a single record from the far north at Talmine on 1 
October. Ten birds were seen at Kilmarie, Skye on 31 October. The highest counts 
for the period were from Wester Ross, with 14 birds in Loch Gairloch on 31 
October, around 30 at Aultbea on 7 November, 25 at Mungasdale on 13 December 
and over 14 at Fasaig, Torridon on 30 December. In the east, there were small 
ÎÕÍÂÅÒÓ ÕÎÔÉÌ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÅÎÄ, with highs of three at Brora on 18 October and three 
at Littleferry, Loch Fleet on 29 December. 
 
 

Great Northern Diver  Gavia immer      
Has bred; locally common offshore, especially on west coast, but 
scarce in summer. 
 
Winter/Spring: There were 442 records in the period January to April, mostly 
from the west and north. There were nine records on 1 January, with six birds 
noted from Rum and five from Bunacaimb, Arisaig. A single leucistic bird was seen 
off Mallaig on 25 February. The highest count was from Ashaig, of 46 birds on 28 
March. There were over 40 in Loch Ewe on 2 and 6 May, 33 at Ardtoe, Lochaber 
on 5 May and over 20 at Gruinard Bay on 7 May. Tarbat Ness had single-figure 
counts throughout the period. A report from Eigg noted small numbers until the 
end of May but suggested that a winter count around Struidh would undoubtedly 
produce larger numbers. 
 
Breeding: A bird was observed, paired with a Black-throated Diver, in a loch in Lochaber 
on 23 April. The pair was still there on 15 June. 1 
 

Summer: There were few records, all of small numbers, in this period. In the east, 
two were seen from Coul Links on 3 July. From Handa, single birds were seen from 
late March until early July, mostly around Lochy, Traigh Shourie and Boulder Bay, 
but six were sighted on 20 July, off Traigh Shourie. From Eigg, the only summer 
sighting was on 2 June. 

 
1  McMillan , R.L. 2024. Hybridisation, courtship and possible breeding of mixed pairs of Black-
throated and Great Northern Divers in Highland. Scottish Birds 44(2) 122-126. 
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Autumn/Winter:  There were 167 records in this period, again mostly in the west. 
Similar to last year, the highest count was of over 20 birds from Inverasdale on 17 
October. In the north at Durness, 10 birds were seen on 17 November, and on the 
same day at Gruinard Bay there were about 15. On 15 November, a bird was heard 
calling at Glenborrodale. Brora had two birds on 30 December and three were at 
Rum on the final day of the year. Off Eigg, small numbers were noted from 9 
October. 
 

 
Great Northern Diver (albino), Mallaig . ©  Bob McMillan 

 
 

White -billed Diver  Gavia adamsii    
Scarce migrant and winter visitor.  
 
Winter/Spring:  A single moulting adult was reported off Brora on 11 April. 
 
Autumn/Winter: A dead bird was washed ashore in early November near 
Helmsdale. 
 
 

Storm Petrel  Hydrobates pelagicus     
Locally common breeder in north and west; uncommon migrant 
elsewhere. 
 
Spring/Summer/Autumn/Winter: There were 67 records in this period, up 
from 45 last year. The highest counts were 175 from the Ullapool to Stornoway  
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ferry on 2 September and 100 between Muck and Eigg on 16 July. Ringing sessions 
on Eilean nan Ron on 17 July recorded 85 birds and, on Duntulm, Skye on 1 August, 
20 birds were trapped. In the east, the first bird of the year was recorded from 
Helmsdale on 18 August. The last count of the year, on 21 October from Chanonry 
Point, also yielded the highest count in the east of 25 birds.  
 
Breeding: No monitoring took place on Priest Island; the next tape-response survey will 
be in 2024. On Handa, on a night excursion to Otterpoint on 22 July, the team saw over 
three birds after playing the nesting ground noise for several minutes. In the following 
days, suitable looking holes were checked with speakers, but no answers from breeding 
birds were received. 

 

 
Leach's Petrel  Oceanodroma leucorhoa     
Scarce migrant offshore (rare inland), mainly in autumn.  
 
Summer/Autumn: There were six records in the year, compared to three last 
year, with the first being at Gairloch of three birds on 29 August. From the ferry to 
and from Ullapool and Stornoway, a single bird was seen on 11 September and 
another on 18 September. Final observations were on 21 October of three birds 
from Alturlie , and one in Broadford Bay. 
 
 

Fulmar  Fulmarus glacialis      
Still a common breeder but there have been serious declines since 
the mid -1990s; common offshore, but uncommon in late autumn 
and winter.  
 
Winter/Spring: The first records, and some of the highest counts of the year, were 
on 14 January, with 40 birds spotted from Skerray and 69 from Neave Island. Sixty 
birds were noted from Tubeg Headland, near Skerray on 18 February. Over 100 
birds were seen from Handa Bothy on 19 April. On 13 May, 27 were noted in the 
Minch between Mull and Vattersay and 20 were seen from Stoer lighthouse on 31 
May. In the east, the first record was of a single bird on 24 January at Tarbat Ness, 
where there were regular single-figure counts until 15 birds were noted on 12 
April. 
 
Breeding: On Handa, the population has noticeably dropped, with now only 100 AOS 
across all plots - a decline of 26.2% since last year which was the lowest all-island count 
since 1995, when over 3500 AOS were recorded. Productivity across all plots was 0.14, 
the lowest ever recorded on Handa. It was observed that Fulmars seemed to be the main 
prey of visiting White-tailed Eagles, although the decline has also occurred in areas 
lacking those predators. On Canna, since 1995, there has been a steady decline from 653 
AOS to 59 in 2022, and to only 19 AOS and no breeding success this year. Near Skerray, at 
Eilean nan Ron, on 20 July, 47 young birds were noted and there were seven nests on 27 
July at Strathan. On North Sutor, incubating adults were counted on two plots on 25 May, 
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but a revisit on 4 August found no chicks from seven and six nests respectively. (see 
below)  
 
Fulmar breeding productivity on Canna 2014 ɀ2023:  
   2014   2015   2016   2017   2018   2019   2020   2021   2022   2023     
Number of AOS  184      174     192      180     151      127         *          75        59        19    
Young per AOS    0.2       0.4       0.4        0.2      0.2        0.1         *          0.1        **        0.0 
* counts not done due to Covid-19 restrictions  
** counts not completed due to avian flu 
In the peak year (1977) there were 669 AOS. 

 

Fulmar breeding productivity in study plots at North Sutor 2014 ɀ2023:  

   2014   2015   2016   2017   2018   2019   2020   2021   2022   2023 

Young per AOS     0.0       0.2      0.05     0.1       0.0       0.0        0.0*     0.1        **        0.0 

* counts only partially done due to Covid-19 restrictions (only per 22 AOS) 

** no data 

 
Summer /Autumn/ Winter: The highest numbers throughout this period were 
logged at Helmsdale, with a count of 1484 on 19 September, when a blue morph 
individual was also noted. This contrasts with a high last year of 4000 on 5 
September in the same area. Other notable counts were of 100 birds from Handa 
on 8 August and 120 from Embo on 1 September.  The last record for the year was 
of a single bird from Brora on 13 November.  
 
 

#ÏÒÙȭÓ 3ÈÅÁÒ×ÁÔÅÒ Calonectris borealis   
Rare visitor.  
 
Summer/Autumn: There were six records, all in August-September, compared to 
four last year and none in 2021. All were on the east coast. A single bird was 
recorded off Brora on 17 August. The highest count was of six birds from near 
Helmsdale on 18 August. Single birds were also seen from Avoch and Chanonry 
Point on 14 and 15 September.  

 
 

Sooty Shearwater  Ardenna grisea   
Uncommon (although  occasionally numerous) offshore in late 
summer and autumn, rare in spring.  
 
Summer/Autumn: There were 40 sightings in the period from June until October. 
The first record was at a surprisingly inshore location near Loch Croispol, 
Sutherland on 26 June. A single bird on 17 July was seen from Strathy Point, where 
a further eight were spotted on 9 August and 86 on 3 October. The highest counts 
were from the Ullapool/Stornoway ferry, of 428 on 13 September and 218 on 11 
September. The last sighting in the west was from the Ullapool/Stornoway ferry 
of six birds on 17 October. The first eastern record was of three birds from Brora 
on 16 August; 21 were spotted from Helmsdale on 19 August; and the last two 
birds were from Brora on 28 October.  
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Great Shearwater  Ardenna gravis     
Vagrant.  
 
Winter : One bird was seen in the Minch, 32 miles NE of Rona on 24 January.  
 
 
Manx Shearwater  Puffinus puffinus   
Abundant  breeder in west on the Small Isles, with Rum possibly 
holding the largest colony in the world; common offshore, but rare 
in winter.  
 
Spring/Summer: The first records were on 28 March, with an impressive 290 
birds on the Sea of Hebrides. The highest count was of 1839 birds from the Rum-
Mallaig ferry on 26 July. This contrasts with the highest count in the same period 
in 2022, of 10000 from Ardnamurchan on 4 June. Other notable counts were 200 
birds from Neist Point, Skye on 15 May and 1500 from Ardnamurchan Point on 21 
May. The first record in the east was from Embo on 12 April of three birds. There 
were 12 noted off Balintore Harbour on 17 June and from Brora there were 109 
birds on 23 July. Strathy Point had a high of 126 on 9 August.  
 
Breeding: Nocturnal flight calls were recorded on Rum from 2 April until 17 September. 
On Eigg, birds were recorded calling from colonies from 1 April and good numbers were 
reported in early May, with the biggest count of 300 birds off the east coast of the island 
on 17 August.  

 
Autumn: Ardnamurchan had the highest count of the year, with 3000 birds on 1 
September. There were over 400 off Glenuig, Moidart on 8 September. Off 
Helmsdale, there were 66 on 17 September and a final single bird was recorded 
from Hilton of Cadboll on 19 October. 
 

 

Balearic Shearwater  Puffinus mauretanicus   
Very scare autumn migrant.  
 
Autumn: There were seven records in September, between Tarbat Ness and 
Helmsdale. A single bird was seen off Tarbat Ness on 6 September, a single off 
Brora on 10 and 18 September and two from Helmsdale from 17-18 September. 
 

 
Gannet Morus bassanus   
Generally common offshore, but scarce in winter.  
 
Winter/Spring/Summer : The first record was of two birds on 1 January from 
Tarbat Ness, where the highest count of the spring was 101 birds on 27 March. In 
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summer, the highest count was of an impressive 1323 birds from Helmsdale on 19 
August, exceeding the 2022 peak of 500 birds from Tarbat Ness on 17 August. In 
the west, the highest counts in the period were of 30 birds from Neist Point on 7 
April and 34 flying south from Ardnamurchan on 26 June. There were nine 
reported casualties from suspected avian flu, of single birds, from 8 May until 23 
August, mostly in the west. 
 
Autumn/Winter: The highest counts were from the west coast, with over 300 
birds counted from Lub Score, Skye on 3 September and from Pabay Sound on 29 
September. This contrasts with the same period last year, when 1500 birds were 
counted in the east, from Tarbat Ness on 28 September. From Eigg, it was reported 
that numbers were generally low, but large numbers were present throughout the 
offshore waters, during a spell of gales in late September. Other notable records 
were of 215, mostly juvenile, birds recorded from Chanonry Point on 15 
September; 51 birds from Brora on 24 November; and the final record of the year 
was a single bird from Melvaig, Wester Ross on 31 December. 
 
 

Brown Booby  Sula leucogaster 
Vagrant . 
 
Summer: A single immature bird was seen by two observers on 18 August from 
Tarbat Ness. First record for Highland - see an account on p. 211. 

 
 
Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo    
Breeding restricted to one large colony in Easter Ross and a few 
small colonies in north -west; common offshore but scarcer inland.  
 

Winter/Spring:  Double-figure counts were reported regularly in this period, 
mostly in the east, with Tarbat Ness noting 11 birds on 1 January and also having 
the highest count of 64 on 2 February. Elsewhere, 18 were noted on 17 March at 
Traigh, Arisaig. Over 50 were counted at Navidale Farm near Helmsdale on 19 
May. Inland, at Loch Ashie on 7 January, 11 were recorded in the north of the loch, 
and seven in the south on the same day. Eight were recorded at Balavil, Insh 
Marshes on 20 February. WeBS counts for the Moray Firth totalled 342 in January 
and 438 in February.  
 
Breeding:  On North Sutor, study plots were photographed on 9 May and the number of 

occupied nests counted. Visits were then made on 2 and 27 June, 14 July and 4 August to record 

contents of these study nests. A count of the whole colony was also done on 9 May and repeated  

 

on 2 June. Cormorant numbers have remained relatively stable since 2018, but are still well 

below those recorded in the 1990s. In the monitored plots, the breeding success was above 
the long-term averages. (see below)  
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Cormorant breeding productivity in study plots at North Sutor 201 4ɀ2023: 
    2014   2015   2016   2017   2018   2019   2020   2021   2022   2023    
No. of nests             99     104      109     133      147     155      146      148     122     135 
Young per nest      2.2      2.6       2.4       2.2       2.5       2.5        2.3*      2.3      1.7      2.8 
* counts only partially done due to Covid-19 restrictions (young per 140 nests) 
 

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  There was a high count of around 100 (including 
young) at Brora on 3 July. Chanonry Point, which had regular sightings through 
the year, had a high of 30 on 6 September. WeBS counts for the Moray Firth  were  
697 in October and 346 in December. In the east, there were five records of birds 
dead or dying of suspected avian flu. Inland at Insh Marshes, six birds were 
roosting by the Dell of Killiehuntly on 15 October and five at Balavil on 20 
November.  On the last day of the year, two birds were noted on Rum.  
 
 

Shag Gulosus aristotelis     
Locally common coastal breeder; common offshore. 
 
Winter/Spring: Of multiple records on the first day of the year, the highest count 
was of six birds at Lochinver. Tarbat Ness had three-figure counts from January 
until March, with a peak of 164 on 28 January. At Tarbat Ness also, on 20 January, 
two birds in adult plumage were noted in a count of 113. In Sutherland, there were 
121 counted at Kylesku on the west coast on 28 January and, later in this period, 
over 100 were recorded from Ord Point on the east coast on 19 May. WeBS counts 
for the Moray Firth were 140 in January and 80 in February, compared to 34 and 
37 last year. 
 
Breeding: On Eigg, there was a successful breeding season at the main site on Castle 
Island, where many fledged juveniles were present in early July. At North Sutor, the recent 
increase noted between 2015 and 2022 ended with a slight drop in numbers in 2023. 
Numbers were still well below those recorded in the 1990s, although breeding success 
was above the long-term average (see below). On Canna, there has been a modest increase 
in numbers which continued in 2023 when 459 AON were counted, the highest total since 
2004. (see below)  
 
Shag breeding productivity in study plots at North Sutor 201 4ɀ2023:  
     2014   2015   2016   2017   2018   2019   2020   2021   2022   2023 
No. of nests     185     121      134     143      143     171        62*    205     227      219 
Young per nest     1.6       1.5       1.5       1.3        1.2      1.1       1.6*     1.8       1.6        1.7 
* counts only partially done due to Covid-19 restrictions  

 
 
Shag breeding productivity in main study colonies on Canna 201 4ɀ2023: 
  2014   2015   2016   2017   2018   2019   2020   2021   2022   2023    
No. of nests  191     336      290      301     280      440         *          437         ̂        459   
Young per nest    1.2      1.7       1.8       1.3       1.2        1.6          *          1.9           ̂         1.6 
* counts not done due to Covid-19 restrictions 
^ count incomplete due to avian flu restrictions 
In the peak year (1984) there were 1753 nests. 



                                                                 

120 

 

 
Summer/Autumn/Winter:  The highest count of the season was from Chanonry 
Point, which had regular three-figure counts in September and October, and an 
astounding 1014 on 3 October. Three-figure counts were reported from both east 
and west coasts: 211 from Clovullin, Fort William on 12 July; 155 from 
Ardnamurchan on 8 September; 393 from Helmsdale on 17 September; and 767 
birds were reported heading to their roost from Duror, Appin on 31 December. On 
Eigg, birds were common throughout the year, with a peak count of 120 on 19 
October. There was only one reported case of suspected avian flu, from Nigg on 7 
November. 
 
 

Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus 
Rare visitor.  
 
Autumn /Winter : Two sub-adults were recorded at Aird of Sleat, Skye on 16 
October. This is only the eighth report for Highland, but the sixth in the last 12 
years. It was soon followed by a record of a single from the Kessock Bridge, 
Inverness on 7 December. 

 

Glossy Ibis, Sleat © Bob McMillan 
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Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea     
Locally common breeder; commonly encountered in most areas.  
 
Winter/Spring: There were multiple recordings on the first day of the year, with 
maximum counts of three at both South Kessock and Rum. Double-digit counts 
included 11 at Tongue on 1 February, 20 at Ullapool on 3 February, and 14 
between Clachnaharry and South Kessock on 3 March. Nine were at Inverewe on 
20 March. 
 
Breeding:  Nests were noted at Boat of Garten and Corrour in Badenoch & Strathspey, 
Eilean a Chuilinn in Lochalsh, Shieldaig Island in Wester Ross, and Borgie Breco Woods 
and Lochinver in Sutherland. A pair was observed mating on 8 February at Hilton of 
Cadboll. At Ardersier, six birds were noted on 18 February and nest-building was 
observed. On Eigg, birds were present in small numbers throughout the year, with a 
maximum of only four, with most records from the South East Bays. There was a possible 
breeding attempt reported at the Lodge Grounds. Occupied nests were recorded at 
monitored sites in Easter Ross (see below)  
 
Easter Ross Heronry counts 201 4-2023:  
 
                   2014   2015   2016   2017   2018   2019   2020   2021   2022   2023 
Clashmore       19     13        16        13        13        16           0          0          0        0 
North Cadboll         6        6      5    2          0           0           0    
Tarrel                    8          9        11        5 
Hilton of Cadboll      0        0      0     0  0 0           2          2          3        5 
Arabella       14      16    17  17       23         18         22       17        11      12 
Dalmore       16      14    10  12       12 9         15       15        17      18 
 

Summer/Autumn/Winter: Milton of Culloden saw regular two-figure counts, 
with 12 on 9 June and a high of 17 on 1 September. The highest count was from 
Fort William on 1 December of 40 birds. On Handa, birds were frequently seen 
across the season, mostly as individuals at the lagoon (sometimes mobbed by 
terns) and Boulder Bay; occasionally flying over the Bothy and being mobbed by 
Arctic Skuas.  
 
Grey Heron - Inner Moray Firth WeBS counts summary 201 4ɀ2023:  
  2014   2015   2016   2017   2018   2019   2020   2021   2022   2023 
Jan    71        62        86        84        58      160         61        53       47        64 
Feb    38        26        26        51        42        67          45        50       31        50 
Oct    67     118      114      141     108      152       124        54     142     122 
Dec    80        95        88        82      123        76          66     100        62       84 
Totals   253     301     325      358      331      455       296     257     282     320 
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Great White Egret  Ardea alba     
Scarce visitor.  
 
Autumn/ Winter: There were 51 records, from October to December. From 12 to 
30 October, a single bird was reported between Lochailort and Arisaig. From 15 
October until 30 November, a single bird was reported at Skibo in Sutherland. 
From 29 November until 19 December, a single bird was reported between 
Kinbrace and Dyke in Sutherland. Another adult was noted at Dingwall/Fodder ty 
from 8 December into 2024. 
 
 

Little Egret  Egretta garzetta   
Scarce, but increasing, visitor mainly in spring and autumn.  
 
Spring/Summer: There were nine records of single birds, all from the west. The 
first was from New Shiel Bridge, Acharacle on 21 May, next was one at Lochailort 
from 16 until 22 August and then one from Caol spit, Fort William on 25 August.  
 
Autumn/Winter: There were four records of single birds, again all in the west. A 
single bird was observed at Linnhe and Lochy mouth from 21 to 28 November, 
one at Back of Keppoch on 7 December and one at the head of Loch Eil on 19 
December. 
 
 

Osprey Pandion haliaetus    
Uncommon but increasing summer visitor & breeder in east; scarce 
elsewhere. 
 
Spring/Summer/Autumn:  There were 581 BirdTrack records submitted, well 
up on last year (386). The first record was from the Beauly Firth on 9 March. A 
second record of a bird at Loch Knockie, Whitebridge on the 23rd was followed by 
a further eight records until the end of March, all at or near to known breeding 
locations. The peak month for records was April (155), with a scattering of records 
before the main arrival from the 15-17th. After a further 109 records in May, there 
was an interesting westerly record from the Kyle of Durness on 28 June. July 
records showed a decrease (79), with one westerly sighting at Loch Ewe on the 
27th. August records (91) included another westerly sighting at Melvaig on 
the15th. Only 35 records during September included one westerly one at Coigach 
on the 26th. Late records (5) in October included westerly sightings at Inverewe 
on the 2nd and at Achiltibuie on the 16th, and in November (3) a sighting at 
Broadford Bay on the 9th. 
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Breeding: Compared with 2022, there was a small decrease in the number of monitored 
sites with pairs present, but a slight increase in pairs rearing young and the number of 
young fledged. Although breeding success increased from 88% to 90%, the average brood 
size of 2.03+ per successful nest ×ÁÓ ÓÉÍÉÌÁÒ ÔÏ ÌÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ. 
 
Osprey breeding success in Highland 2023:   
        Pairs                Pairs          Pairs        Minimum 

        present                         laying            fledging            fledged 

Sutherland       31                              30          29                         56 

Inverness-shire      13                               11                     9                         17   

Badenoch & Strathspey       9                   8             7                         13   

Ross-shire       20                                19           16                         39+   

Lochaber         4                      4               4                           7    

TOTAL                      77                 72          65                       132+ 

 
 
Honey-buzzard Pernis apivorus 
Scarce summer visitor & breeder . 
 
Spring/Summer: Two BirdTrack records in this period were from locations in the 
vicinity  of previous breeding sites.  
 

Breeding: Fewer sites were checked than in 2022 and one less sighting made. There was 

a slight improvement in nesting success. 

 

Honey-buzzard survey in Highland 2023:  

 

      Sites         Sites           Birds                           Breeding       Min. young 

      checked    occupied   seen                            confirmed     fledged 

Sutherland        0         0              0                      0   0  

Ross-shire        5         2              2 singles       0                      0 

Inverness   10         8              3 pairs, 5 singles     3   4 

Badenoch & Strathspey   1         1              1 pair                      1   1 

Lochaber     0         0                  0                      0   0 

TOTAL    16              11              4 pairs, 7 singles   4   5 

 
 

Autumn:  An adult male was seen at Achavandra Muir in Sutherland on 2 
September and another bird at Smithton, Inverness on 30 September. 
 
 

Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos     
Widespread but scarce resident, mainly in the uplands . 
 
Winter/Spring/Summer/Autumn/Winter: A total of 572 BirdTrack records 
were received. The majority consisted of a single bird or sometimes of two, but on 
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seven occasions three were seen together, on nine occasions four and on four 
occasions five. Most of these multi-bird records occurred in the late summer and 
autumn. Some were confirmed as an adult or pair with juveniles and were likely 
family groups. As in previous years, multiple sightings occurred in Strath Dearn. 
 
Breeding:   

 
Golden Eagle breeding success in Highland 2023:  
      

 Nest sites 
monitored 

Pairs 
present 

Pairs 
laying 

Pairs 
successful 

Young 
fledged 

Skye ? ? ? ? ? 
Small Isles 6 6 2 1 1 
Sutherland  21 19 12 10 10 
Wester Ross 18 18 15 8 9 
Easter Ross 11 10 6 6 7 
East Inverness 15 11 9 9 13 
West Inverness 6 6 4 2 2 
Badenoch & Strathspey 23 21 17 14 20 
Ardnamurchan, Ardgour 
& Morvern 

19 16 7 1 1 

TOTAL 119 107 72 51 63 
 
The number of sites monitored was smaller than in 2022, but a greater number of pairs 
were successful with an average brood size of 1.2. 
 
 

Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus     
Fairly common resident in east, scarcer in north and west away 
from Skye & Lochalsh. Declining. 
 
Winter/Spring/Summer : There were 502 records on BirdTrack and birds were 
recorded almost daily across the whole region. Virtually all reports were of single 
birds, but two were recorded at 28 sites and three at three sites. Prey chased or 
caught included Blackbird, Woodpigeon and Goldfinch. 
 
Breeding: A decrease in survey effort compared to 2022 resulted in only 14 Highland 
sites being checked. 
 
Sparrowhawk breeding success in Highland 2023:  

District  
Sites 
checked 

Signs of 
occupation 

Large 
young 

Young 
fledged 

 

Badenoch &                         0                 0                       0                        0  
Strathspey 
Inverness-shire                13               12                    18+                   18+ 
Ross-shire                            1                  0                      0                        0 

Sutherland                           0                  0                      0                        0   
TOTAL                                14              12                   18+                   18+ 
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Autumn/Winter: There were 351 BirdTrack records for this period. Two birds 
were seen at Tarbat Ness on 9 October, one on each of 20 and 29 October, and one 
on 23 November, probable immigrants to this east coast promontory.  
 
 

Goshawk Accipiter gentilis     
Scarce local breeder, mainly in east. 
 
Winter/Spring/Summer: The number of sightings reported on BirdTrack in the 
period January to July was only 57, compared to 83 in the same period in 2022. 
Again, the great majority were in Badenoch & Strathspey or Strath Dearn. Outside 
the core area, a pair was seen at Loch Duntelchaig on 27 February. Singles were 
seen at Portree on 1 January, a displaying male at Ardersier on 23 and 24 January, 
at Dunmaglass, upper Strathnairn on 4 April and at Brahan, Easter Ross on 27 May. 
Prey chased or caught included a Red-legged Partridge and a male Black Grouse. 
On 15 January, an adult was seen hassling a Marsh Harrier at Insh Marshes. 
  
Breeding: Fewer sites were found occupied but, in those that were, the pairs had 100% 
fledging success. The laying pairs enjoyed good breeding success, averaging 2.5 fledged 
young per nesting attempt. 
 
Goshawk breeding success in Highland 2023:  

 Sites 
checked 

Signs of 
occupation 

Pairs 
laying 
eggs 

Pairs 
fledging 
young 

Minimum  
no. young 
fledged 

Sutherland 0 0 0 0 0 

East Inverness 1 1 1 1 2+ 
Easter Ross 1 1 1 1 3 
Badenoch & Strathspey 7 6 6 6 25 
      
TOTAL 9 8 8 8 20+ 

 

Autumn/Winter: The total of σψ ÓÉÇÈÔÉÎÇÓ ÏÎ "ÉÒÄ4ÒÁÃË ×ÁÓ ÄÏ×Î ÏÎ ÌÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ 
total in this period. Sightings outside the core area were at Isleornsay, Skye on 1 
September, Loch Fleet in Sutherland on 2 October and Brahan on 4 November.  
 
 

Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus   
Has bred; scarce summer visitor, mainly in east.  
 
Spring/Summer/Autumn/Winter: There were 104 BirdTrack records which is 
almost twice as many sightings as in 2022. Unlike last year, when no males were 
seen, there were two sighting of males, both in Badenoch, at Drumguish on 20 
April and at Dell of Killiehuntly, with a female, on 30 August, but no records of 
breeding.  All the other sightings were of single birds, the first at Invertromie on 2 
January. The majority of the sightings throughout the year were from Badenoch & 
Strathspey, usually around Insh Marshes and frequently involving juvenile birds. 
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Unlike 2022, there were only two records outwith Badenoch & Strathspey, of a 
female at Tomatin on 4 April and a sighting at Culloden Moor on 5 May.  
 
 
Hen Harrier  Circus cyaneus   
Uncommon breeder, mainly in east; scarce in winter. Declining due 
to persecution.  
 
Winter/Spring/Autumn/Winter: There were 481 BirdTrack records for the 
year, a significant increase on the 2022 total and similar to the number of 2021 
sightings. As usual, the majority were from Badenoch & Strathspey, mostly from 
Insh Marshes. There were plenty of sightings elsewhere in Highland, especially in 
Easter Ross and on the west coast from Lochaber up into West Sutherland. 
Sightings in east Inverness-shire were sparse. Roost counts at Insh Marshes in 
January and February peaked at six, all of brown birds apart from one male seen 
on 19 February. Autumn counts at Insh were between one and eight in early 
September, rising to at least 10 on 28 and 29 September, with higher numbers 
recorded in October (11 on the 4th and nine on the 29th), and in November, 10+ on 
the 19th, as well as eight at a neighbouring site. There were up to two males 
present on 9, 14 and 28 September, 4 October and 19 November. In addition, six 
ringtails and two grey males were present at the second site on 19 November. 
  
Breeding: A UK-wide 2023 National Hen Harrier Survey was carried out to obtain a 
reliable estimate of the size of the breeding population in the UK and the Isle of Man and 
to estimate the change in population size and distribution since the last survey in 2016.  
Monitoring  of known breeding sites continued together with additional survey effort 
made to establish the presence/breeding or absence of Hen Harriers in suitable habitat in 
randomly selected 10km squares. The summary table below shows an increase in 
breeding success, partly due to the survey effort but also due to the high population level 
of the Short-tailed Field Vole in the Highlands. 
 
Hen Harrier breeding success in Highland 2023:  
 

 Sites 
checked 

Signs of 
occupation 

Pairs 
laying 
eggs 

Pairs 
fledging 
young 

Minimum 
no. young 
fledged 

Sutherland 5 5 2 1 1 

Easter Ross 7 5 4 4 13 

Wester Ross 4 4 3 3 9 

East Inverness 5 4 4 4 9 

Badenoch & Strathspey 13 12 11 10 39 

Lochaber 0 0 - - - 

Eigg & Rum 5 3 2 2 4 

TOTAL 39 33 26 24 75 
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Pallid Harrier  Circus macrourus 
Vagrant.  

 
Spring: One was in the Inverness area from 12 June to 26 July.  
There are two previous records, both in NW Scotland, in 2013 and 2022. 
 

Hen x Pallid Harrier Circus cyaneus x macrourus 
Vagrant  
 
Breeding: A mixed pair was present at an undisclosed location. However, DNA 
analysis of the two pulli ringed at that nest showed they were not first -generation 
hybrids. 
 
Autumn: There were two sightings of a bird accepted as a hybrid Hen x Pallid 
Harrier , at Insh Marshes on 17 September and at Loch Gynack, near Kingussie on 
22 October. It bore a ring combination indicating it came from a nest somewhere 
in Highland. 
 
This is the first accepted British breeding record.  

 
 
Red Kite Milvus milvus  
Re-introduced breeder; well established in east, but scarce 
elsewhere. 
 
Winter/Spring/Summer: Reporting on BirdTrack significantly increased by 
42% to a total of 1184 sightings, a reflection of the general increase in numbers of 
this species throughout Scotland in recent years.  As usual, the core area stretched 
from SE Sutherland down the east of the region, especially concentrated in Easter 
Ross, Badenoch & Strathspey and south of Inverness. Many more sightings are 
now being recorded from further west, such as at Inverpolly  in Wester Ross on 13 
April . Two double-figure groups were seen at the same site in Badenoch & 
Strathspey on 15 and 16 May. Numbers counted on the Red Kite National Count 
days in January showed a 37% increase on last year, with counts in east Inverness-
shire of 72 in Stratherrick, in Easter Ross of 41 at Kilmuir, 11 and 35 at two Muir 
of Ord sites, 28 at Marybank and one at Strathpeffer, and in Sutherland of 33 at 
Skelbo. 
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Breeding:   
 
Red Kite breeding success in Highland 2023:  

 Sites 
checked 

Pairs 
present 

Pairs 
laying 

Pairs 
success 

Minimum 
no. young 
fledged 

Sutherland 2 1 1 1 3 

Easter Ross 30 22 22 16 34 

East Inverness 14 12 10 10 20 

Badenoch & 
Strathspey 

4 4 4 2 8 

TOTAL 50 39 37 29 65 

 
 
 

 
Autumn/Winter: Remote from the core area, there were sightings at Rahoy Hills, 
Morvern on 26 October, Lusa, Skye on 29 October and Laide, Wester Ross on 7 
December. A high count of 19 birds was recorded at Achavandra Muir, Dornoch on 
6 October.  The next highest counts were 15+ in Strath Dearn on 9 November, 11 
at Drynie Mains, Black Isle on 26 December, 10 near Aviemore on 14 December, 
nine in Inverness on 29 November, at least eight at Dunachton, Strathspey on 24 
September and eight at Alturlie Point on 29 November. 

 
 
White -tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla   
Uncommon re-introduced breeder in west , but scarce elsewhere. 
 
Winter/Spring/Summer/Autumn/Winter:  A total of 593 BirdTrack records for 
the year was a marginal increase on 2022 numbers. As in 2022 and previous years, 
at least 75% of records came from the west, including the islands, the full length 
of the west mainland, from Ardnamurchan to Cape Wrath and along the north 
coast to Melvich. There were more sightings of large soaring parties of five or more 
birds this year, with seven the maximum number seen, on Skye at Glen Hinnisdale 
on 12 May and at Kinloch on 26 May. Approximately a quarter of the records came 
from the east of the region, particularly Badenoch & Strathspey, Strath Dearn and 
Strathnairn. A ringed (G8/18) and satellite-tagged bird released on the Isle of 
Wight in 2021 bird was seen in Badenoch on three occasions, at Balachroan and 
at Invertromie on 14 September and at Strone on 16 September. Fewer records 
than last year (three) were from the east coast firths, at Loch Fleet on a couple 
occasions and one bird on the Dornoch Firth on 8 April. Inland sightings between 
west and east coasts were reported at Roy Bridge and at Garve on 29 April, at 
Abriachan on 9 November and at Strathfarrar on 10 November.  
  
Breeding:  Breeding success was greater than in previous years and recovering well after 
the effects of avian influenza of last year.  
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White -tailed Eagle breeding success in Highland 2023:  
 

                         Sites         Pairs 
                         checked   present 

Pairs   
monitored  

Pairs 
laying  

Pairs 
hatching 

Pairs 
fledging   

Minimum 
no. young  

Badenoch & 
Strathspey         2                2                 2                         2              2                  1                   2 
Inverness           1                1                 1                         1              0                  0                   0       
Lochaber         14              14              14                         9              8                  6                   9 
Ross-shire       11              11              10                         8              6                  6                   7 
Skye  
(incl. Raasay)  30             30               30                      20            15                12                17 
Small Isles          4                4                 4                         4              4                   3                  4  
Sutherland       10              10              10                         6              6                   5                  6 
TOTALS            72             72              71                      50            41                33               45 

 
 
Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo    
Common resident. 
 
Winter/Spring/Autumn/Winter:  There were 2605 BirdTrack records, 
submitted on a daily basis throughout the year, an average of 217 per month. Peak 
months for recording were in spring from March to May (884 records), with a 
smaller autumn peak from September to November (575 records). The majority 
of sightings were of a single bird (approx. 85%) or of pairs or two together 
(approx. 10%). There were several high counts of 6-12 birds in early spring, when 
pairs are at their most territorial, and all were in either Badenoch & Strathspey or 
Strath Dearn. Later high counts occurred at Balavil, Badenoch, of 12 birds on 30 
September, 10 on 12 October and 12 on 26 October, and in Strath Dearn, of 10 
birds on 9 and 18 October, and 25 on 7 November.  
 
Breeding:  
 
Common Buzzard breeding success in Highland 2023:  

 Clutches 
laid 

Clutches 
hatched 

 
Nests with 
large young 

 Minimum 
no. young 
fledged 

Badenoch & Strathspey 16 12  12  29 

Easter Ross (study area) 40 32-40  32  66 

Easter Ross (other) 7 6  6  12+ 

Inverness 26 24-26  24  44 

Sutherland 0 0  0  0 

Lochaber 19 15  15  27 

TOTAL                                                     108 89-99  89        178+ 
  
In the Easter Ross study area, the number of occupied territories and clutches have 
marginally increased by 10% on 2022, but the recovery continues to be impacted by avian 
influenza. 
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Barn Owl Tyto alba   
Uncommon breeder, mainly in east but increasing in numbers in 
north and west.  
 
Winter/Spring: Between 1 January and the end of March, 33 sightings at 24 sites 
comprised 29 singles and four sightings of pairs. Geographically, 18 sightings were 
east of the Highland watershed and 15 in the west. 
 
Breeding:  An average of at least 3.4 young fledged per pair laying (long-term average of 
2.3), which is the highest recorded annual fledging rate. The sample is biased towards 
successful nests, with many sites having one or two visits usually during the late chick 
rearing period with early failures unrecorded or not rechecked. Large caches of voles at 
nest sites were recorded, indicating very abundant food supplies in summer 2023. Many 
late breeding attempts were recorded. One pair in Easter Ross commenced their clutch of 
five eggs on 6 August, resulting in three chicks eventually fledging in mid-November. 
 
Barn Owl  breeding success in Highland 2023:  
 
$ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ 0ÁÉÒÓ ÌÁÙÉÎÇ 0ÁÉÒÓ ПÌÅÄÇÉÎÇ 

ÙÏÕÎÇ 
-ÉÎÉÍÕÍ ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ 
ÙÏÕÎÇ ÌÉËÅÌÙ ПÌÅÄÇÅÄ 

"ÁÄÅÎÏÃÈ Ǫ 3ÔÒÁÔÈÓÐÅÙ σ σ ρσ 
%ÁÓÔ )ÎÖÅÒÎÅÓÓ φ φ ςφ 
%ÁÓÔ 2ÏÓÓ ρσ ρρ στ 
3ÕÔÈÅÒÌÁÎÄ ρχ ρφ φρ 
,ÏÃÈÁÂÅÒ Ǫ 7ÅÓÔ 2ÏÓÓ ρψ ρψ φρ 
4/4!, υχ υτ ρωυ 
    
        

Autumn/Winter:  Between 1 July and the end of December, 47 sightings at 33 
sites were mainly singles, with 27 sightings in the east and 20 in the west. Three 
nocturnal flight call registrations were recorded on Rum overnight on 14-15 
September and a single registration in the early morning of 5 November. 

 
 
Long-eared Owl Asio otus   
Scarce breeder, but very under-recorded; scarce migrant and 
winter visitor.  
 
Winter/Spring: No records were received from the beginning of the year to the 
onset of territorial calling. 
 
Breeding:  For the second successive year levels of breeding activity recorded by HRSG 
were low. Seven active nests were monitored, all of which were successful, with two 
broods of three, one brood of 2+ and the rest of 1+. As usual, most sites only received a 
single visit, close to or just after fledging, so the sample is highly biased towards successful 
nests. Additionally, there were casual records reported on eBird and BirdTrack of 
confirmed breeding, with active nests or recently fledged young, at six territories at three 
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sites on Skye, single territories at seven sites in Badenoch & Strathspey, two sites in 
Inverness-shire and two sites in Sutherland.   
 

Autumn/Winter: Singles were recorded in Sutherland at Ledmore on 6 
September and Lairg on 15 December, and in Easter Ross at Heights of Dochcarty 
on 4 and 11 November. 
 
 

Short -eared Owl  Asio flammeus   
Increasingly scarce and local breeder; scarce migrant and winter 
visitor.  
 
Winter : Only two records, of singles on Rum on 13 February and at Tarbat Ness 
on 18 February. 
 
Breeding : HRSG received reports from four occupied sites: one where 2+ young fledged; 
one with three young; and the other an impressive 6+ young. There was no follow-up at 
the fourth site. Several sites were unoccupied. Casual records, indicating possible or  
 
probable breeding (suitable habitat or exhibiting breeding behaviour) , from eBird and 
BirdTrack between April and the end of July were submitted from eight sites in Badenoch 
& Strathspey, two sites in Sutherland, one site in Ross-shire and two sites on Skye. 
 
Autumn/Winter:  A single was recorded on Canna on 20 September. Unfortunately, 
Highland did not experience the spectacular passage of this species recorded on 
the east coast of Scotland and England during October. However, a run of records 
from 19 October to 9 November, involving 1-2 birds, from the east coast at 
Golspie, Tarbat Ness, Balintore, Edderton, Dornoch and Fort George is likely to 
have been part of this wider passage of owls. An intriguing record was of a single 
at a remote upland site near Gairloch on 11 December. To finish off the year, 
further singles were recorded at Muir of Ord on 17 December and Beauly on 19 
December. 
 
 
[Snowy Owl Bubo scandiacus  
Vagrant.  
 
Summer:  A feather found in a remote mountainous area in Badenoch & 
Strathspey on 31 August was later confirmed by experts as belonging to this 
species. However, as it was considerably aged and worn, it could have been there 
a long time and cannot be claimed as a 2023 record with any certainty.] 
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Tawny Owl Strix aluco   
Widespread breeder, but more localised in north and west.  
 
Winter/Spring/Autumn/Winter : A total of 230 sightings were reported throughout 
the year from 130 sites across the recording area. A single at Tarbat Ness on 4 January 
was notable, as locally uncommon. One bird was observed preying on sandpiper chicks 
on 23 and 24 June at Armadale, Skye. 

 
Breeding : In the Easter Ross/SE Sutherland study area 23 boxes were occupied, just 
below the peak of 28 boxes occupied in 2014. Clutch size at 2.8 was just above the long-
term average of 2.7. Brood size at 1.6 was below the long-term average of 1.8, whilst the 
number of young reared per pair at 1.3 was just below the long-term average of 1.4. Data 
were received from 12 boxes in east Inverness-shire These produced a high total of 2.4 
young per box. This figure was influenced by two very big broods of four and six at one 
upland site, where there was an abundance of voles. These results indicate that most sites 
experienced an average breeding season. A significant breeding record came from Canna, 
where a pair produced at least one fledged chick. Tawny Owls are incredibly rare on the 
Small Isles, so a breeding pair turning up is exceptional. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tawny Owl breeding success in Highland 2023:  

 
$ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ 0ÁÉÒÓ ÌÁÙÉÎÇ 0ÁÉÒÓ ПÌÅÄÇÉÎÇ 

ÙÏÕÎÇ 
-ÉÎÉÍÕÍ 
ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ 
ÙÏÕÎÇ ПÌÅÄÇÅÄ 

%ÁÓÔÅÒ 2ÏÓÓȾ3% 3ÕÔÈÅÒÌÁÎÄ ςσ ρω σπ 

)ÎÖÅÒÎÅÓÓ ρς ρς ςω 

/ÔÈÅÒ φ υ ω 

4/4!, τρ σφ φψ 

 

 
Hoopoe Upupa epops   
Scarce migrant.  
 

Spring:  One, recorded in a private garden at Gordonbush on 4 May, was 
presumably the same bird seen near Kinbrace four days later. Another was 
recorded at Rothiemurchus on 20 June. 
 
Autumn:  Two birds were reported on 13 October: one between Durness and 
Rhiconich and the other at Drumguish in Badenoch. 
 
Hoopoe: presumed individuals per season 201 4-2023: 
                     2014   2015   2016   2017   2018   2019   2020   2021   2022   2023  
Spring               3          2           4           0           2          0           2          4           3        2 
Autumn            1          1           0           1           3          1           1          1           1        2 
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Kingfisher Alcedo atthis  
Scarce local breeder, mainly in Strathspey and the Great Glen; rare 
elsewhere. 
 
Winter/Spring:  On the River Spey, there were records of single birds at Kingussie 
on 2 January, and 5 and 17 April, Dell of Killiehuntly on 6 January, Newtonmore 
on 1 April and Broomhill on 10 May. In Inverness, there were reports from the 
River Ness and Merkinch LNR on six dates in January, and on 7 February and 19 
March. Single birds were also recorded on the River Shiel on 6 January and 16 
March, at Udale Bay on 4 and 13 January, Broadford Bay on 28 January, Golspie on 
11 February, Carna, Loch Sunart on 4 March, Ballachulish on 15 March, Loch 
Morlich on 22 March and Loch Arkaig on 24 April. The only record of a pair of birds 
was on the Beauly River on 19 March. 
 
Breeding: At Kingussie two birds were recorded visiting a probable nest hole on 25 July 
and adults were seen carrying food three days later. A bird was seen visiting a probable 
nest site at Urquhart Woods, Drumnadrochit on 30 July. 
 

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  Records continued from the usual areas of Inverness 
and the River Spey, where three birds were reported at Kinchurdy Pool, near Boat  
 
of Garten on 24 July. A bird was present at Tulloch, Abernethy from 18 October to 
the end of the year. In the south and west there were records from Loch Arkaig on 
28 June and 28 July, Tulloch Station on 5 July, Loch Lochy mouth and Fort William 
on 18 and 28 August, 2 September and 2, 21 and 30 November, Loch Achaid na h-
Inich, Plockton on 22 August, Loch Eil on 2 September, 12 October, 10 and 11 
November, the River Shiel on 14 October, Eilean Shona, Loch Moidart on 10 and 
25 November, and 10 December and Loch Coruisk, Skye on 11 November. In the 
Great Glen, there were seven records in early September between Fort Augustus 
and Gairlochy, where two birds were reported on the 8th. On the east coast, 
records came from Ardersier Bay on 29 August, Dingwall on 12 October, 5 and 11 
November, and 8 December, Alness on 11 November and near Loch Evelix on 15 
November. The most northerly record was of one bird at The Mound on 14 
September. 
 

 

Bee-eater Merops apiaster 
Rare summer migrant . 
 
Spring: One was recorded at Gartymore, Helmsdale on 28 May. 
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Bee-eater, Gartymore © Karen Munro 
 

 
Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major 
Locally common resident in east, but less common in north and 
west. 
 
Winter/Spring: Most records came from the south-east of the region, especially 
the woodlands of Badenoch & Strathspey. However, a significant number of 
records came from the west, ranging from Loch Sunart to Lochinver and including 
one bird reported on the Isle of Eigg on 7 May. The most northerly records were 
at Forsinard, where two birds were reported on 22 February and one five days 
later, and at Tongue on 21 March, and 8 and 28 May, when two were recorded. 
The highest counts were of 10 birds in the Abernethy to Loch Garten area on 15 
February and seven in the Courthill to Kildary area on 18 and 26 February. 
 
Breeding: Confirmed breeding records came from 26 sites. The first record of newly-
fledged young was of a pair of adults with two young at Glen Garvan, Lochaber on 5 June. 
The most northerly breeding record was of a recently fledged juvenile in the north of 
Strath Naver on 29 June.  
 

Autumn/Winter: The majority of records came from the south and east of the 
area, although an increasing number of records came from Skye, including Glen 
Varragill where two birds were reported on 2 June followed by singles on 13 June, 
6 August and 20 September. There were records from the Broadford area on 6 
June, 22 September and 15 November, Glen Brittle on 19 July, Portree on 25 
November, 13 December and 31 December, Glendale on 25 November and Uig on 
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the same day. On Eigg, there were four records of probably two individual birds: 
at Sandavore on 26 August and 17 October, and at the Lodge on 30 October and 7 
November. The most northerly records were at Tongue on 4 June, 4 September 
and 11 September. 
 
 
Green Woodpecker Picus viridis 
Locally rare breeder, mainly in Badenoch & Strathspey; rare 
elsewhere. 
 
Winter/Spring/Summer:  Only eight records during the period is a marked 
decrease compared with 2022. Single birds were recorded in the Kinrara/Bogach 
area on 30 March, 6 April, 20 May and 28 May. Birds were heard calling at Blar 
Mor, Auchgourish, between Boat of Garten and Coylumbridge, on 2 April, 30 April 
and 23 May. One was recorded at Insh Marshes on 18 May. 
 

Autumn/Winter: Single birds were recorded at Carrbridge on 14 September, 
Dornoch on 8 October and the Highland Wildlife Park, Kincraig on 28 October. 
 
 

Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus  
Fairly common, but  thinly distributed breeder; declining.  
 
Winter/Spring: In addition to HRSG monitoring records, a total of 693 records at 
458 sites were reported on BirdTrack, of which 112 sightings were in January-
March. Notable counts of two birds were made at Kilmuir on Skye and near 
Dornoch in January, in Strath Dearn in February and March, and at Tarbat Ness, 
Slochd and Gynackshank near Kingussie in March. 
  
Breeding: Favourable weather conditions were reported throughout the breeding 
season.  
 
Kestrel breeding success in Highland 2023:  

District  
Sites 
checked 

Sites 
occupied 
by pairs 

Pairs 
laying 
eggs 

Pairs 
fledging 
young 

Number 
of young 
fledged 

Sutherland 3 0 0 0 0 

Ross-shire 10 8 6 6 21 

Inverness-shire 9 9 8 7 21 

Badenoch & Strathspey 5 3 2 2 5 

Lochaber 2 0 0 0 0 

TOTALS 29 20 16 15 47 
 

           
Autumn/Winter: The number of sightings per month increased from a low of 43 
in July to 79 in September and 78 in October, before declining to 53, all of single 
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birds, in December. Most of the notable counts were made in Strath Dearn, of five 
birds in July, six in August, as well as five at Gaick further up the glen, four in 
September, five in October and seven in November. Elsewhere, three birds were 
noted at Hilton Cadboll, Easter Ross and Dell of Killiehuntly, Badenoch in 
3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒȟ ÁÎÄ "ÒÉÄÇÅ ÏÆ "ÒÏ×Î ÁÔ (ÉÇÈÌÁÎÄȭÓ ÅÁÓÔÅÒÎ ÅØÔÒÅÍÅ ÉÎ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒȢ  

 
 
Merlin  Falco columbarius   
Uncommon breeder; scarce in winter.  
 
Winter/Spring: There were 29 sightings of singles during January to the end of 
March. In January, five sightings were all at coastal sites. In February, nine were 
coastal sightings and one inland. March reports were six coastal and eight inland. 
In April , all five coastal sightings were from Tarbat Ness, and more than 30 
sightings were inland or on suitable moorland breeding sites close to the sea. In 
May, all sightings were from areas with suitable breeding habitat. 
 
Breeding :  A total of 28 breeding sites were checked by HRSG. Site occupation was 
particularly poor in Sutherland, Badenoch & Strathspey, Inverness-shire and Lochaber. 
The Lochaber sites have been unoccupied for several years now. Low site occupation has 
developed into a trend in recent years in some parts of the Highland area. A worrying 
trend of declining breeding populations is developing in some areas of Scotland, but 
monitoring effort in Highland is not consistent enough to establish if this is the trend in 
the Highland recording area. 

 
Merlin breeding success in Highland 2023:  

District  
Sites 
checked 

Pairs 
present 

Pairs 
laying 

Pairs 
fledging 
young 

Minimum 
young 
fledged 

Sutherland 8 1 0 0 0 

Ross-shire 2 2 2 2 10 

Inverness 5 1 1 1 2 

Badenoch & Strathspey 8 1 1 1 4 
Isle of Rum  2 0 0 0 0 

Lochaber 3 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 28 5 4 4 16 
 
Autumn/Winter:  Of 72 sightings from August to the end of the year, August saw 
first ones at coastal sites (other than close to breeding habitat), with singles at 
Portmahomack and Udale Bay. September saw the usual series of regular sightings 
at Insh Marshes NNR. In October, all 15 sightings were from coastal sites, except 
for a single lingering near Nethy Bridge on the 3rd. There were 13 coastal sightings 
in November and the only two during December involved singles at Loch Ewe in 
Wester Ross on the 10th and Hilton of Cadboll in Easter Ross on the 12th. 
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Hobby  Falco subbuteo   
Scarce, a recently colonised breeder.  
 

Spring /Summer/Autumn : Sightings commenced with a single at Gruinard Bay 
on 14 June. A single was seen at Achavandra Muir in SE Sutherland on 2 
September.  
 
Breeding: Two pairs were successful in Inverness-shire. 

 
 
Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus   
Uncommon declining breeder; scarcer in winter, mainly in Inner 
Moray Firth.  
 
Winter/Spring: The 43 sightings from January to March showed the expected trend for 
more sightings at coastal locations during the early part of the year (15/20) and inland 
sightings increasing during February through to March (16/23). This may be a function 
of observer behaviour, concentrating effort at the coast in the early part of the year, then 
turning to inland sites when daylength increases and attention turns to the breeding 
season. 
Breeding :  

 
Peregrine breeding success in Highland 2023:  
 
 Autumn/Winter : Of the 64 sightings reported during August to the end of the 
year, 29 were at coastal sites and 35 at inland sites. After a peak of 23 in September 
(10 coastal, 13 inland) the number of sightings per month declined to just two, 
inland, in December. Concentrations of sightings were at Nigg/Udale Bay for 
coastal sites and Insh Marshes NNR and Strath Dearn for inland sites.  
 

 

 
 

 

Pairs 
monitored 

Single 
adults 

Clutches 
hatching 

Young     Outcome not  
fledged    known/failure      

Sutherland    1   1       0      0                      1 

Easter Ross   5   1       3      6                      2 

Wester Ross   0                         0       0      0                      0 

West Inverness   2   0       2      4                      0 

East Inverness   7   4        3      7                      3 

Badenoch & Strathspey   5   2       2      5                      2  

Skye & Lochalsh   0   0       0      0                      0 

Ardnamurchan   0   0       0      0                      0 
 
TOTALS 20   8    10    22                     8 
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Red-backed Shrike  Lanius collurio  
Scarce migrant ; has bred. 
 
Summer:  A male was found at Whitebridge, east Inverness-shire on 14 June. 
 
 

Great Grey Shrike  Lanius excubitor  
Scarce migrant and winter visitor . 
 
Spring/Summer:  Single birds were recorded at Loch Ashie on 23 Marcha and 
Lubcroy, Strath Oykel on 25 March. 
 
Autumn: A bird was recorded in Strath of Kildonan on 4 November. One present 
at Dalnahaitnach, Carrbridge from 7 to 10 November was joined by a second bird 
on the 8th. Finally, one was reported by Loch Loyal on 28 November. 
 
Great Grey Shrike numbers per season 201 4-2023: 
                             2014   2015   2016   2017   2018   2019   2020   2021   2022   2023  
Winter/Spring      0           2          1           2          2          3           0           0          0           2 
Summer                  0           0          0           1          0           0           0          0          0           1* 
Autumn/Winter   2           2          2           1          3           2           0          1          0            4 
*Steppe Grey Shrike 
 

  
Steppe Grey Shrike, Achateny Farm, Ardnamurchan. © Bob McMillan 
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[Steppe Grey Shrike]   L. e. pallidirostris 
 
A second calendar-year male was at Achateny, Ardnamurchan from 29 June to 4 
July. First record for Highland. 
 

 
Golden Oriole  Oriolus oriolus 
Rare migrant.  
 
Spring:  The wing of an adult female, presumed to have been predated by a 
Sparrowhawk, was found in a garden at Brora on 14 May. 

 
 
Jay Garrulus glandarius 
Scarce but increasing resident, spreading from south -west and 
Strathspey into Inverness and Easter Ross; scarce elsewhere, but 
increasing records from outlying areas.  
 
Winter/Spring: The vast majority of 200+ BirdTrack records came from the 
woodlands of Badenoch & Strathspey, Easter Ross and Lochaber. Outwith this 
area, records included two birds at Loch Brora on 4 January and single birds at 
Torbreck, Rogart on 7 January and 7 May, Drumbeg on 31 January, Strath Oykel 
on 9 April and near Poolewe on 1 May. The most northerly record was of a bird at 
Forsinard on 5 April. High counts were 12+ at Loch Alvie on 28 February and nine 
at Craidarroch, Contin on 23 March. 
 
Breeding: Recently fledged young were recorded at Craig Phadrig, Inverness on 25 June 
and at Drumguish on 11 July. An adult was feeding two fully fledged young at Hill of 
Fortrose on 5 July.  

 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: Distribution of most of the 400+ BirdTrack records 
was similar to early in the year.  On Skye, there were records from three locations 
around Sleat on 12 June, 19 July and 21 July, followed by a bird at Kyleakin on 25 
October and finally one at Drumfearn on 21 November. In Sutherland, five were 
recorded at Little Loch Shin on 15 September. Two birds trapped and ringed in a 
garden at Melvich on 22 October had very long wing measurements, pointing to a 
continental origin. Nearby, two were reported at Breco woods, Borgie on 25 
October and two were recorded at Forsinard on 4 December. High counts for the 
period were 12 at Loch Meig on 3 October, 13 at Loch Pityoulish on 18 October 
and 12 on Brahan Estate on 4 November. 
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Magpie Pica pica 
Scarce resident, mainly in south and east; range expanding to west 
and north.  
 
Winter/Spring:  The number of BirdTrack records was similar to last year, with 
the majority from the area around the Moray Firth. In Sutherland, there were five 
records of single birds at Melvich between 17 January and 10 March, followed by 
three records from nearby Strathy Point between 30 March and 18 April. One was 
reported at Balnakeil on 7 May and two near Kildonan, Helmsdale six days later. 
Five records from Tarbat Ness in late March and early April included four birds 
seen on 4 April. One was recorded at The Mound on 8 April . In Wester Ross, one 
was at Melvaig, Gairloch on 26 April and another at Applecross on 19 May. In Skye 
& Lochalsh, single birds were at Broadford on 8 April, Lower Milovaig on 18 April, 
Plockton on 14 May and Galtrigill on 20 May. High counts for the period were five 
at Loch Flemington on 12 January, six at Gollanfield on 14 February and six at 
Heights of Dochcarty on 8 March. 

 
Breeding: Occupied nests with adults feeding young were recorded at Gollanfield on 25 
May and at nearby Ardersier on 3 June. 
 

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  There were several records away from the core area 
around the Moray Firth. A bird recorded at Lower Milovaig, Skye in April was seen 
a further 12 times between 6 June and 17 December. Also on Skye, there were four 
records of a bird at Elgol between 21 October and 8 November. In Wester Ross, 
single birds were reported at Achiltibuie on 24 June, in Glen Docherty on 23 
October, at Poolewe on 12 November and at Achnasheen four days later. In 
Sutherland, one was recorded at Bettyhill on 10 June, two and one at Brora on 17 
September and 6 October respectively, one at Strathy Point on 18 October and one 
at Skelbo, Loch Fleet on 18 November. In the south-west, single birds were 
recorded near Acharacle on 13 October and at Grigadale, Ardnamurchan Point on 
1 December. The highest count for the period was of four at Hilton, Inverness on 
14 September. 
 
 
Jackdaw Coloeus monedula 
Common resident  in east, but scattered in west and largely absent 
from central mountain areas.  
 
Winter/Spring: High counts for the period were of about 400 near Nethy Bridge 
on 3 January, about 130 at Bayfield, Portree on 29 January, 281 at Coylumbridge 
on 31 January, 150 at the Highland Wildlife Park, Kincraig on 1 February, 128 
between Clachnaharry and South Kessock on 6 February and 100+ flying in to 
roost in Cromdale on 1 April. 
 
Breeding: Breeding was confirmed at 14 sites, with the first fledged young recorded at 
Ruthven, Insh Marshes on 6 June. The breeding colony at Cleadale cliffs on Eigg was 
successful, with a fair number of juveniles seen. 
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Summer/ Autumn/Winter: High counts were 420 at Rogart on 10 July, 1000+ at 
Aviemore on 2 September, 250 at Boat of Garten on 6 September and 170 at 
Midtown, Loch Ewe on 17 October. A large flock at Portmahomack in late 
November peaked at about 200 on the 23rd. 
 
 [Nordic Jackdaw] Coloeus monedula monedula   
In Sutherland, there were records of birds of this race at Achavandra Muir, 
Dornoch on 16 January and at Brora on 9 March. Records on Skye were of two 
birds at Harrapool on 23 January, and singles at Broadford on 6 February and at 
Portree on 28 January and 19 October. 
 
 

Rook Corvus frugilegus 
Common resident in east but local in west and absent from most 
upland areas.  
 
Winter/Spring: The highest counts came from the east in February, with 150+ 
recorded at Kiltarlity on the 18th, about 490 at Boat of Garten the following day 
and 550 at Whiteness on the 27th. In the west, the highest count was 141 at 
Strathcarron on 2 February. A flock of up to 50 birds was recorded at Duirinish, 
Skye throughout the period. The most north-westerly record was at Loch Bervie 
on 30 March. 
 
Breeding: There were reports of 17 active rookeries. The rookery at Drummond, 
Inverness had 111 occupied nests on 7 April, when the first calling young were heard. The 
first fledged young of the year were recorded at this site on 15 April. A colony at Duirinish, 
Skye had a peak count of 90 birds on 1 June. 
 

Summer/Autumn/Winter: There were several three-figure counts during this 
period. A flock of 300 birds was reported on the south-west side of Inverness on 
27 July, 100 at Croachy on 28 July, 150 at Inverdruie on 31 July and 28 August, 200 
to the north-east of Boat of Garten on 4 November and 115 on the other side of the 
village two days later, about 250 at Portmahomack on 13 November and 100+ at 
Avielochan, Aviemore on 18 December. 
 
 
Carrion Crow Corvus corone 
Common resident in east; scarce in west. 
 
Winter/Spring: High counts came from Ferry Road, Dingwall, where 50+ birds 
were recorded on 28 January, Merkinch LNR, with 60 on 4 February, 70 on 18 
February and 90 on 2 March and Insh Marshes RSPB, with 50 on 26 March. Away 
from the south and east, there were 15 records from Skye, with a maximum count 
of four birds at Galtrigill on 9 March. Several records from the Forsinard area 
included one of six birds on 19 April. In the north-west, there were records from  
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Loch Bervie on 30 March, Stoer Head on 20 April, Clachtoll, with two birds on 26 
April , and four records from Handa in April and May. The most northerly record 
came from Portskerra, Melvich on 16 May. 
 
Breeding: Confirmed breeding records, all but one being of recently fledged birds, came 
from 11 sites, the furthest north at Dunrobin Castle, Golspie on 7 July. 
 

Summer/Autumn/Winter: Regular counts in excess of 30 birds at Merkinch LNR 
peaked at 80 birds on 12 October. Elsewhere, 50 were reported at Beachen Wood, 
Grantown-on-Spey on 2 July, 52 at Dochgarroch, Inverness on 3 September, 55 by 
the A96 near Balloch on 15 September and 50 at Alturlie on 9 October. Among an 
increasing number of records away from the core area in the east were reports of 
three birds at Portree on 26 June, three at Elgol on 15 September and three at 
Borgie, near Bettyhill on 25 November. 
 
 

Hooded Crow Corvus cornix 
Common resident, especially in north and west.  
 
Winter/Spring: There were 17 records of more than 20 birds from eight sites, 
with maxima of 45 at the Inverlochy area of Fort William on 23 January, 42 at Loch 
Gairloch seven days later and 64 in the Heathmount area south of Tain on 28 
February. 
 
Breeding: Breeding was confirmed at 12 sites, mostly in the west and north, but included 
a record of newly-fledged young near Tain on 3 July. A productive breeding season was 
reported on Eigg. 

 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: There were 13 records of more than 20 birds from 
the Inverlochy area of Fort William, with maxima of 46 on 16 October and 51 on 
19 December. Amongst six other records of more than 20 birds were 25 at Alturlie 
on 2 July and 130 in a roost on Canna on 29 July.  
 

[Hybrid Crow] Corvus corone x Corvus cornix 
Most of a group of 53 crows at Merkinch LNR on 9 January were described as 
showing degrees of hybridisation. All other high counts came, during the first 
three months of the year, from the Courthill/Heathmount area to the south of Tain, 
with maxima of 42 on 10 February, 41 on 28 February and 36 on 31 March.  In the 
west, there were records of single birds in the Inverlochy area of Fort William on 
3 and 15 March, at Shieldaig on 8 July, two at Inverasdale, Loch Ewe on 23 July and 
one at Glen Nevis on 27 November. Three were reported on the north coast at 
Strathy Point on 21 July. 
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Raven Corvus corax 
Uncommon breeder in most areas. 
 

Winter /Spring: Among the 338 sightings between 1 January and 31 March were seven 
significant flocks of 10-20 birds, five in Inverness-shire and one each on Skye and in 
Badenoch & Strathspey. The two largest contained 20 birds, at Beinn Sgurrach in the 
eastern Monadhliaths on 3 February and in Strath Dearn on 9 February. 
 
Breeding : The 26 territories checked by HRSG was an increase of one from 2022.  
 
Raven breeding success in Highland 2023:  

  
                                          Sites 
District                         checked                            

Pairs 
monitored 

Pairs 
laying 

Pairs 
fledging 
young 

Number Outcome 

of young unknown 

fledged   or failed 

  Sutherland                            2   2   0   0   0                2 

  Ross-shire                             4   1   1   0   0                4 

  East Inverness                     8   8   7   6 13                2 

  Badenoch                               7   7   7   7 23                1 

  Lochaber                                5   5   5   5 11                1 

  TOTALS                               26 23 20 18 47             10 

 

Summer/ Autumn/Winter: Of the 573 sightings during July to the end of the year, 
16 involved flocks of more than 10. Six were in Badenoch and six in Inverness-
shire, with the highest count in each case being 28, at Garvamore on 15 September 
and in Strath Dearn on 15 November. Two of the flocks were in Lochaber, the 
largest involving 31 birds near Fort William on 18 September, one in Easter Ross 
of 25 at Heights of Dochcarty on 18 October and one in Sutherland of 15 at 
Badanloch on 11 November. However, the most significant sighting was a roost 
recorded on 26 November at a site in Inverness-shire which was estimated in 
excess of 500. 

 
 
Waxwing  Bombycilla garrulus   
Irruptive winter visitor in variable numbers .  
 

Winter/Spring:  Most of the records during this period came from either the 
Inverness area, with a peak count of 42 birds at Smithton on 11 January, or 
Strathspey, where the maximum count was of 18 at Aviemore on 12 January. The 
final record of this period, also at Aviemore, was of one bird on 24 April. The only 
records away from these areas came from Fort William, where two birds were 
reported from 15 January to 4 February. 
 
Autumn/Winter:  The largest influx for several years started with one bird 
recorded at Cove, Loch Ewe on 15 October. By the end of the month, birds were 
being recorded at many sites throughout the region, with peak counts of 55 at 
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Ullapool on the 30th, 90 at Lochcarron on the same day and 86 at Fortrose the 
following day. Early November saw the largest numbers, especially in Inverness 
where 200 were reported on the 1st, 300 on the 5th and 400 on the 7th. Elsewhere, 
50 birds were recorded at both Golspie and Gairloch on the 2nd and 100 at 
Rosemarkie on the 3rd. Records continued from many sites in December, but flock 
sizes were smaller, with the highest count 21 at Nethy Bridge on the last day of the 
year. Possibly the most unusual record was of seven birds on shoreline rocks by 
the pier on Eigg on 28 October. 

Waxwings, Inverness . ©  Al McNee 

 
 

Coal Tit Periparus ater 
Abundant resident.  
 
Winter/Spring: Most of the 46 records of 20 or more birds came during the first 
three months, the majority from the pine woods of Strathspey or the area south of 
Tain, where the peak count was 88 on 13 February. Away from these areas, 28 
were recorded at Craig Phadrig, Inverness on 4 February, 20 at Tulloch Station on 
3 March and 3 April, 20+ in Strath Dearn on 9 March, about 20 at Aigas on 14 
March and 20 at Fassfern, Loch Eil on 8 April. 

 
Breeding:  Records of confirmed breeding came from 32 widely scattered sites, although 
most were in Badenoch & Strathspey. The earliest record of newly-fledged young was at 
Tain on 2 June and the latest at Abernethy on 27 July. A seemingly good breeding season 
was reported on Eigg. 
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Summer/Autumn/Winter: The 40 records of 20 or more birds were mainly from 
sites in Badenoch & Strathspey, where the maximum counts were 60 at Loch 
Garten on 11 November and 50 at Carrbridge eight days later. A count of 46 in 
Glenmore Forest on 7 August included a flock of 32 birds. Elsewhere, 20 were 
recorded at Monadh Mor, Easter Ross on 3 June, 22 in West Strathcarron woods, 
Ardgay on the following day, 20 at Arnaboll, Loch Hope on 1 October, 20 at Beinn 
Eighe visitor centre on 28 October and 25 at Carse of Ardersier on 31 December. 
 
[Continental Coal Tit ]  Pariparus ater  
Individuals were reported at Tarbat Ness and Coul Links on 29 October, as part of 
a widespread influx. 
 

 

 
Crested Tit, Blackfold . ©  Al McNee 
 

Crested Tit Lophophanes cristatus 
Uncommon resident restricted to coniferous woodland mainly in 
Badenoch & Strathspey; very rare in north and west.  
 
Winter/Spring: All 11 counts of five or more birds for the period came from 
Strathspey, with maxima of seven at Dell Wood, Nethy Bridge on 3 March and 10+ 
at the Reindeer Centre, Glenmore on 2 April. Records away from Strathspey 
included two birds at Corrimony on 2 January, four near Tore on 17 January, two 
at Craig Phadrig on 23 January, two at Blackfold on 5 February, two at Silver 
Bridge, Garve on 6 February, two in Strathconon on 26 February and two in Strath 
Rory, north of Alness five days later. 
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Breeding: There were eight confirmed breeding records. A nest box near Drumguish had 
six eggs on 5 May and five young were being fed 10 days later. Newly-fledged young were 
recorded at Abernethy, Loch Garten and Uath Lochans, Glen Feshie on 2, 15 and 27 June 
respectively. The only record away from Badenoch & Strathspey was of an adult feeding 
fledged young at Breakachy Forest, Aigas on 10 July. 

 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: The highest counts during this period were of 10 
birds at Abernethy on 22 June and 4 August and nine at Coylumbridge on 25 
August. Records away from Strathspey included those of one bird at Torrachilty 
Forest, three at Glen Aldie Burn, Tain and two at Blackfold on 4, 7 and 14 August 
respectively. Two birds were recorded at Contin Forest on 5 October and three in 
Glenmoriston on 12 December. 
 

 
Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus 
Common resident in most areas. 
 
Winter/Spring: There were 17 double-figure counts on BirdTrack and eBird, 
with maxima of 40+ birds at Milton, Drumnadrochit on 12 February and 21 at 
Nethy Bridge on 2 April. 
 
Breeding:  Breeding was confirmed at 55 sites, the earliest record being of an occupied 
nest at Drummond, Inverness on 13 April. The first newly-fledged young were reported 
near Tain on 28 May. The breeding season on Eigg was described as fairly successful. 

 
Summer/Autumn/Winter:  There were 27 double-figure counts during the 
period, with maxima of 32 birds, in two flocks, at Kentra Bay on 22 July, 25+ at 
Loch Garten on 11 September and 30+ in Strath Dearn on 7 November. 
 
 

Great Tit Parus major 
Abundant resident in most areas.  
 
Winter/Spring:  There were 57 double-figure counts on BirdTrack and eBird, 
many from the woodlands southwest of Tain, where maxima were 59 on 13 
February and 38 five days later. On 17 February, 30+ were recorded at Milton, 
Drumnadrochit . 
 
Breeding: Confirmed breeding records came from 48 widely scattered locations. The 
earliest was of an occupied nest on 21 April near Tain, where the first newly-fledged 
young were recorded on 1 June. There was a seemingly successful breeding season on 
Eigg. 
 

Summer/Autumn/Winter:  There were 24 double-figure counts on BirdTrack 
and eBird , with maxima of 20 at Loch Garten on 2 and 11 September, and 20 at 
Craig, Strathcarron on 14 December. 
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Skylark Alauda arvensis 
Common breeder; absent inland  areas in winter.  
 
Winter/Spring:  The largest flocks were recorded during the first three months, 
with maximum counts of about 300 at Tarbat Ness on 20 January, 210 at Dornoch 
Point on 8 March and about 400 at Brora river-mouth four days later. 
 
Breeding:  The earliest singing bird was reported at Upper Knockbain on the Black Isle on 
20 January. Despite singing birds being recorded at well over 100 sites throughout the 
region from early March onwards, there were only eight confirmed breeding records.  
 
Numbers of singi ng Skylarks at Insh  Marshes 2014 -23: 
 Year    2014   2015   2016   2017   2018   2019   2020   2021   2022   2023 
 No.            6        12         21            11             18        18          *         18        13        34  
* count not done due to Covid-19 restrictions 

 
Summer/Autumn/Winter:  As the number of records fell through the autumn 
months, a few large flocks were recorded: at Hilton of Cadboll about 200 on 23 
September and about 250 on 3 December; at Tarbat Ness, maximum counts of 200 
on 29 October and 205 the following day. 
 

 
Skylark, Tarbat Ness. © Al McNee 

 

Short -toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla 
Vagrant.  

 
Summer: A singing male was recorded at 1180 metres above sea level on the 
slopes of Braeriach on 12 June. 
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Sand Martin  Riparia riparia 
Locally common summer visitor & breeder. 
 
Spring : As in 2022, the first birds were recorded at Loch Insh, on 18 March, and 
numbers there rose steadily from 22 on 22 March to over 600 on 12 April. Other 
sites in 15 BirdTrack records in March were Loch Ashie and Acharacle on the 24th, 
Arisaig on the 25th, Loch Migdale on the 26th and Craigleadh, Portree on the 31st. 
By 8 April, two birds were at Balnakeil and, further along the north coast, six at 
Borgie Breco on 10 April. Two were noted on Handa on 29 May. High counts in 
almost 450 records in April and May were 180 on the River Shiel at Moss on 10 
April and 100 at Loch Ashie on 15 April.  
 
Breeding:  Breeding was confirmed at 23 sites, including Strath Cuileannach, west of 
Croich, with over 100 AON on 21 June, and Rosemarkie, where at least seven nests were 
noted in the sea wall by Crofters Bistro on 28 June. At Knockchoilum, Whitebridge 35 
nests were destroyed in a bank collapse during a flash flood on 12 June. At Laig on Eigg 
two pairs again bred successfully.  

 
Summer/Autumn:  The largest post-breeding flocks recorded were 134 birds at 
Loch Ruthven on 27 June, 100 at Avielochan on 1 July and 90+ at Torbreck, Loch 
Insh on 26 August. The number of BirdTrack reports fell from 136 in July to 83 in 
August and nine in September, including a count of 50 at Dochgarroch on the 3rd. 
The last reports were of two birds at Grantown-on Spey on 23 September and one 
at Dell of Killiehuntly on 11 October.  

 
 
Swallow  Hirundo rustica 
Common summer visitor & breeder. 
 
Spring:  Two exceptionally early birds were spotted on the NW coast at Balnakeil 
village on 19 March. Subsequent sightings started on 30 March, a week earlier than 
in 2022, with a bird  at Kinlochbervie, quickly followed by singles at Aviemore, 
Avielochan and Rum on 1 April and at Loch Insh, Loch Garten and Broadford, Skye 
on 5 April. On BirdTrack, 194 records in April were followed by 563 in May, the 
overwhelming majority in single figures. Top counts were 40 at Alturlie on 29 
April, 80 at Ness Islands on 1 May and 50+ at Brora on 20 May.  
 
Breeding:  A similar breeding population to recent years on Eigg successfully raised many 
young, with most pairs double-brooded. One nest at Cleadale still contained young on 12 
September. Elsewhere, breeding was proven at 44 sites, including on Handa, with the first 
nest with eggs seen on Rum on 20 May and the last fledged young at Balnakeil village on 
19 September. 

 
Summer/Autumn:  The largest post-breeding flocks all involved around 100 
birds, at Wester and Easter Dalziel on 19 July and 2 August, and along the River 
Spean at Spean Bridge/Gairlochy on 10 September. Groups of 70 or more were 
noted as late as 22 September at Nigg Bay and on 26 September at Insh Marshes. 
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From 369 in August, the number of BirdTrack records decreased through autumn 
to 250 in September, 46 in October and five in November, all of singles, at Dell of 
Killiehuntly on the 1st, Lower Milovaig, Skye on the 5th, Arisaig on the 15th and 
17th, and Isleornsay, Skye on the 21st.    

 
 
House Martin  Delichon urbicum 
Locally common but declining summer visitor & breeder in east, 
uncommon in north and west.  
 
Spring:  An exceptionally early bird was reported at Loch Ashie on 29 March, six 
days before four birds were noted at Highland Wildlife Park, Kincraig. The next 10 
records were all from the east of the region, including one of 20 birds at Boat of 
Garten on 10 April and the furthest north, at Struie Hill viewpoint on 18 April. On 
19 April , two birds in NW Sutherland was the first west coast record. The top 
counts were 40 at Alturlie on 29 April, 27 at Balchraggan by Loch Ness on 23 May 
and 24 at Kinloch Hourn on 29 May. 
 
Breeding:  A pair managed to breed on Eigg for the second year running. They were 
displaced from their first-choice house by House Sparrows, but relocated to Cleadale 
where they raised three young. Breeding was confirmed between 28 May and 21 
September at 38 sites elsewhere, including the ski resorts at Nevis Range and Cairn Gorm, 
and on low cliffs and lighthouse at Tarbat Ness.   

 
Summer/Autumn:  Early large late-summer gatherings involved 100 birds at 
Wester/Easter Dalziel on 19 July and 60 at Torbreck, Rogart three days later, the 
latter  number noted as far lower than in previous years. Drumguish in Badenoch 
proved as popular as in 2022, with 130 counted on overhead wires on 17 August 
and, in September, 80 on the 1st, 90 on the 8th and 70 on the 12th and 13th. In 
Strathspey, Tulloch saw 80 birds on 18 and 27 August, while 150 on 8 September 
at Nethy Bridge was the largest count of the year, but only half the 2022 maximum. 
The only notable count in the west was 60 at Laggan Locks on 7 September. The 
number of BirdTrack records fell from 230 in July to 185 in August, 135 in 
September and just six from four sites in October, the latest being of two birds at 
Auchgourish in Strathspey on the 21st. 
 
 

Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus 
Common resident in east, but uncommon in some parts of north 
and west. 
 
Winter/Spring:  From January to mid-March, there were 26 double-figure counts, 
twice as many as in 2022 and the same as in 2021. Most were in Badenoch &   
Strathspey (11) or Easter Ross (10), while three were from the islands of Rum (2)  
and Skye. Only three counts were greater than 20, the highest 23 at Courthill, Tain 
on 25 January. The most birds seen in 11 Sutherland records was eight at 
Achininver on 13 February. 
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Breeding:  At least three pairs bred on Eigg and at least one pair successfully raised young. 
Elsewhere, breeding was proven at 26 sites across the region, twice the number for 2022, 
with fledged young noted between 13 May, at Contin, and 8 July, at Cromdale. 
 

Autumn/Winter:  The number of double-figure counts on BirdTrack (47) was 
very similar to the 2022 total, rising from 13 in 112 records in September to peak 
at 21/144 in October, before falling to 9/108 in November and 4/76 in December.  
As in 2022, eight counts were greater than 20, the highest 70+ during a 4hr walk 
in Anagach Woods on 9 September and 34 at Chanonry Point on 3 October. In 
Sutherland, 47 birds were ringed at Melvich during autumn and there were counts 
of 11-16 at three other sites in October. 
 

 
Wood Warbler  Phylloscopus sibilatrix   
Declining  local summer visitor & breeder; scarce migrant.  
 
Spring:  An increase of 11 records from 2022 on BirdTrack brought the spring 
total to 60, just over the 2021 total. Three of the four earliest singles, on 24 April 
at Poolewe and on 29 April at Rahoy Hills NR and at Aigas, were west of the Great 
Glen. The fourth was in Killiechonate Woodlands, Spean Bridge on 29 April. 
Records from west of the Great Glen predominated by at least 2:1 and more than 
half those from the east were from Craigellachie/Aviemore. In Sutherland, one 
bird was found at Kirkaig Falls on 29 May and two at Drumbeg on 31 May. 

 
Breeding:  As in 2022, singing was the only evidence of possible breeding, but noted in a 
substantial proportion of records. Three males were singing in the Steall falls area in Glen 
Nevis on 29 May and two in the Coire Loch area in Glen Affric on 30 May. 

 
Summer/Autumn:  Records were really scarce in this period, with only 22 in June 
on BirdTrack, two in July and three in August. These included a post-breeding 
count of over 10 at Glenmore, Aviemore on 21 August. A late bird was reported at 
Culloden House on 16 September. 
 

 
Yellow -browed Warbler  Phylloscopus inornatus  
Scarce migrant.  
 
Autumn:  The decline in records in the 2020s reached a new low of four, probably 
of just two birds. The first was reported at the Sligachan Hotel on Skye on 19 
September and the second at Melvich on the north coast on 7 October. 
 
 

Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus   
Abundant summer visitor & breeder; common migrant.  
 
Spring:  The first bird was in song at Loch Garten on 2 April, soon followed by 
records from Morvern, Lochaline and Broadford on 5 April, the River Shiel on 6 
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April and as far north as Oykel Bridge on 7 April and Melness on 11 April. A 
BirdTrack total of 1459 records, from throughout the region, in April and May 
represents a significant increase (17%) on that of 2022. Double-figure counts of 
singing birds, in the minority of records in which a figure was given, were usually 
in the 10-20 range (86%). The top count was 46 on a 2.5hr walk on Cow Hill, Fort 
William on 6 May, although 25-27 birds in song counted in 1.5-1.7hr at Slattadale, 
Loch Maree on 29 April, at Coire Sgamh, NE of Loch Pityoulish on 30 April or in 
forestry near Portree on 1 and 13 May were of a similar frequency. 
 
Breeding:  Breeding was confirmed at 34 sites throughout the region, with a nest with 
young first noted at Tain Moor on 24 May and the last pair with juveniles at Kentra Bay 
on 18 August. Breeding was again very common and successful on Eigg, with many young 
seen. 

 
Summer/Autumn:  Fewer birds were caught and ringed at Carse of Ardersier 
than in 2022 (203 vs 554), 97 in five visits from 19-31 July, 105 in 11 visits in 
August and one on 8 September. The only two double-figure counts elsewhere in 
the same period were 20 near Loch Vaa on 24 July and 40+ near Insh on 1 August. 
The number of BirdTrack records fell from 583 in June to 211 in July, 143 in August 
and 27 in September. Late singles were seen in Strath Dearn on 9 October and at 
Tarbat Ness on 29 October.  
 

 
Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita  
Common local summer visitor & breeder, mainly in east but 
increasing in west; uncommon migrant but occasionally winters.  
 
Winter/Spring:   Only one wintering bird was recorded, at Avoch on 2 January. 
Single birds were seen or heard singing at Glebe Ponds, Kingussie on 18 March, at 
Loch Ruthven on 22 March, at Tain Moor on 23 March, at Tain on 24 March, at 
Heights of Dochcarty and Grantown-on-Spey on 25 March, before multiple daily 
records commenced the next day, including the first on the west coast at 
Balmacara. In all, 34 BirdTrack records were received from 26-31 March, followed 
by 269 in April and 228 in May. Over 80% of records were from the east of the 
region, from Badenoch to Dornoch, while 15% were from the west, including Skye, 
Rum and Canna, and 4% from Sutherland as far north as Bettyhill and Tongue. 
 
Breeding:  Breeding was confirmed at only four sites, the earliest on 22 May, when a bird 
was carrying food at Loch Ashie, and the latest on 1 July, when fledged young were seen 
at Ashton Farm, Inverness. There was no sign of any breeding on Eigg. 

 
Autumn/Winter:  Numbers of records on BirdTrack decreased through summer 
to just 51 in August, but surged to 108 in September and 143 in October. Numbers 
of birds ringed at Carse of Ardersier in this period were lower than in 2022: seven 
in four visits from 19-31 July, 20 in eight visits in August and nine in three visits in 
September. However, 10 migrants were recorded at Tarbat Ness on four visits 
from 20-30 October. Later singles in November were seen at Helmsdale on the 
2nd, Laide on the 11th, Nairnside on the 12th, Kilmuir, Skye on the 17th and, on 
Eigg, at Kildonan on the 17-24th and Cleadale on the 19th. 
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[Siberian Chiffchaff] Phylloscopus collybita tristis  
 
Winter : One, first recorded at Hilton of Cadboll on 6 January, was seen on several 
dates up to 16 March. It was photographed and sound-recorded. 
 
Autumn : A silent bird , photographed at Ardmair campsite on 31 October, was 
accepted as showing characters of tristis. 
 
 

Sedge Warbler  Acrocephalus schoenobaenus   
Locally common summer visitor & breeder; uncommon migrant.  
 
Spring:  The number of BirdTrack records (193) in this period was an 
improvement on 2022 and almost a return to the 2021 level. An early single at 
Loch Ruthven on 17 April was 12-13 days ahead of records from Eigg on 29 April, 
and Coire Sgamh near Loch an Eilein (three birds), Loch Flemington, Hilton of  
 
Cadboll and Lairg on 30 April. Birds were soon widespread and numerous, at 
Eriboll by 4 May, six singing at Breakish, Skye on 6 May, on Muck on 8 May, 10 in 
song along Loch Gairloch on 9 May, on Handa and at Bettyhill on 16 May and on 
Canna by 25 May. 
 
Breeding:  On Eigg, 12 males were in song at Laig lane on 17 May, after which several 
families of juveniles were noted. Elsewhere, breeding was proven at only four sites, three 
of them near Tain, with the first occupied nest seen at Tain Moor on 25 May and the last 
nest with young at Craighill on 18 July. 
 
Number of male Sedge Warblers singing/displaying at Insh Marshes 201 4ɀ2023: 
Year               2014   2015   2016   2017   2018   2019   2020   2021   2022   2023    
Singing males     87      112       74        99        83        87           *         66£      73£          85£ 
*not counted due to Covid-19 restrictions 
£pairs 
 

Summer/Autumn:  BirdTrack record numbers in summer were very similar to 
those of 2022, falling from 86 in June to 10 in August. In autumn, single birds were 
recorded at Achavandra Muir, Dornoch on 2 and 14 September, at Balnakeil on 10 
September, and a very late one at Portuairk, Ardnamurchan on 30 October. 
 

 
Icterine  Warbler  Hippolais icterina   
Has bred; rare migrant.  
 
Summer: A bird was singing at Melvich on 3 June and was subsequently reported 
at Strathy from 13 until 16 June. In recent years, several birds were found in 2009, 
including a breeding pair, and subsequent records in 2013 and 2015 included 
birds on the north coast. 
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Grasshopper Warbler  Locustella naevia   
Uncommon but increasing summer visitor & breeder, especially in 
west; scarce migrant.  
 
Spring:  Although there were only 72 BirdTrack records in this period, that was 
six more than in 2022 and the same as in 2021. The earliest reeling was heard on 
16 April at Dalchork near Lairg and Drumbuie on Skye. This and other sites on 
Skye provided 11 of the 20 April records. Five were from west mainland locations, 
such as Gairloch, Achabeag, Mallaig and Kentra Moss, while only 28% of all spring 
records were from the east mainland, the earliest from Inshriach Nursery on 23 
April and Loch Ashie on 1 May.  
 
Breeding:  As in 2022, there was only one record of confirmed breeding, of fledged young 
at Scullamus, Skye on 8 June. 
 
 
Number of singing/displaying male Grasshopper Warblers at Insh Marshes 201 4ɀ
2023: 
Year   2014   2015   2016   2017   2018   2019   2020   2021   2022   2023 
Singing males     26        20        19        26        16        20           *           6        11          8 
*not counted due to Covid-19 restrictions 

 
Summer/Autumn:  The poor summer total of BirdTrack records was similar to 
that in 2022. Only 28 records in June and July were followed by three in August, of 
singles at Arisaig and Tote, Skye on 4 August and three birds at Lochlonghead in 
Lochalsh on 23 August.   
 

 
Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla   
Common summer visitor & breeder; uncommon migrant and 
scarce but increasing winter visitor.  
 
Winter/Spring:  This year, wintering birds were reported across the region, at 
five locations in Easter Ross, three in Inverness-shire, one in Lochalsh, two on Skye 
and one in Lochaber. A garden in Fort William started with one bird from 4 
January, through February until 10 March, when there were two, and by 29 March 
two males and a female were visiting. A hungry male at Galtrigill, Skye continued 
to visit the same garden feeders from 11 February all through March until 2 April. 
A pair at Allt Fearn, Lochaber on 31 March and a female at Hilton of Cadboll on 2 
April may have been spring migrants but, from the first report of song at Tain Moor 
on 6 April, records followed on a daily basis. A total of 430 on BirdTrack in April 
and May was only 5% lower than in 2022. However, there were few Sutherland 
records, the furthest NW at Melness on 15 May, and a maximum of seven singing 
birds at one site was considered on Eigg to be a poor comparison to 16 at the same 
site in 2022. 
 
Breeding:  Proving breeding was a little more successful than in recent years, with fledged 
young noted at eight sites between 3 June, at Aviemore, and 8 August, at Loch Shiel. 



                                                                 

154 

 

 
Autumn/Winter:  The number of BirdTrack records decreased rapidly during 
summer from 238 in June to 26 in August, but recovered to an average of 33 in the 
autumn months. On the coast at Carse of Ardersier, fewer migrants were caught 
and ringed than in the last two years; eight in five visits between 19 and 31 July, 
19 in nine visits in August, two in two September visits and one on 12 October. 
However, there was an increase in autumn sightings further north, where 1-2 
birds were noted at Achavandra Muir, Dornoch on 1, 2, 14 and 19 September and 
2-3 on 2, 6 and 8 October. Sightings on six dates from 20-30 October at Tarbat 
Ness yielded at total of 13 birds, the highest count four on the 29th. As in 2022, an 
Aviemore garden was frequented by a probable wintering bird, a female seen on 
14 days from 1-30 November and on 1 December. In Badenoch & Strathspey also, 
a male was at a garden feeding station in Newtonmore on 23 and 30 November, 
and 13 December. In Culloden, a bird was seen in a garden on 31 December. In 
Easter Ross, an Evanton garden had a male on 1-2 December and a female on 7 
December. In Sutherland, two females were found in Golspie on 9 December. In 
Lochalsh, one bird was seen in Plockton on 6 and 11 December, and another in 
Kyle on 27 December. Further south in Morar, a bird was present on 26, 30 and 31 
December.      
 
 
Garden Warbler  Sylvia borin   
Uncommon local summer visitor & breeder, mainly in east; scarce 
migrant.  
 
Spring:   A total of 50 BirdTrack records in May and June was an improvement on 
the last two years. The first bird was noted at South Kessock on 4 May. A bird w as 
in song at Cow Hill, Fort William on 6 May, at Pityoulish, Strathspey on 10-12 May 
and at Bettyhill on the north coast on 11 May. As usual, at least 75% of sites were 
west of the Great Glen, including four on Skye. Six, however, were in Badenoch & 
Strathspey.  
 
Breeding : Territorial  singing heard in mid-May involved a pair and another male at 
Aviemore and 2-4 singing males at Moy Island, near Contin. However, the only record of 
proven breeding was in Abernethy Forest, where a bird was noted carrying food on 29 
June.  

 
Summer/Autumn:  Only three BirdTrack records in July were followed by one on 
2 August of a single bird at Bindall Cottage, Portmahomack. Much later, on 13 
October one bird was recorded at Achavandra Muir, Dornoch.  

 
 
Lesser Whitethroat  Corruca corruca   
Has bred; scarce migrant.  
 
Summer:  Singing birds were recorded at four locations; the first two in 
Strathspey, in heather and juniper scrub at the Duke of Gordon Monument, Torr 
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Alvie on 3 June and at Carrbridge on 13 June. The third was in Sutherland, rattling 
in a hawthorn bush at Dalhalvaig, Strath Halladale on 14 June, and the fourth on 
Skye at Torrin on 30 June.  

 
Autumn:  Single birds were seen at two locations in NW Sutherland; at Balnakeil 
on 23 September and at Sheigra on 30 September. 
 

 
Whitethroat  Corruca communis   
Locally common summer visitor & breeder, mainly in east but 
increasing in north and west; uncommon migrant.  
 
Spring:  The earliest records were from the west coast, at Eigg on 19 April , 
Acharacle on 20 April, Achabeag, Morvern on 28 April and Arisaig on 2 May. The 
first east coast record was of two birds at Old Shandwick on 3 May, followed on 4 
May by three singing at Merkinch NR, one each at Easter Dalziel and Carse of 
Ardersier, plus another Lochaber record at Garbh Eilean. A total of 128 BirdTrack 
records in spring was 26 fewer than in 2022 and, unusually, less than two-thirds 
were from the east of the region. The furthest north of only five Sutherland records 
was from Scourie on 23 May.  
 
Breeding:  The Eigg breeding population was lower than in the previous five years, but 
had a productive season. Breeding elsewhere was, as usual, difficult to prove, with only 
six records. Fledged young were reported between 10 June, at Tain Moor, and 14 July, at 
Balintore.  

 
Summer/Autumn:  A total of 137 BirdTrack records as their numbers slowly 
declined over the summer months was markedly lower than in 2022 (191) or 
2021. In September, most reports were from the Hilton of Cadboll area, with one 
bird on the 1st and 5th, and four on the 6th. Two birds were seen at Howlin, Eigg 
on 1 September, but the last one was recorded at Carse of Ardersier on 15 
September. 
 
 
Firecrest  Regulus ignicapilla 
Scarce migrant . 

 
Autumn:  A single bird was reported at Fort Augustus on 5 November.  

 
 
Goldcrest  Regulus regulus 
Abundant resident in coniferous woodland ; common migrant . 
 
Winter/ Spring:  A 40% increase on 2022 in winter BirdTrack records to 181 
included six double-figure counts during woodland walks, the highest 20 in Boat 
of Garten Wood on 8 February. Singing was not reported until 1 February, at 
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Smithton, but became common thereafter. A total of 573 records in spring 
represents a 32% increase on 2022. Just four sites in Sutherland produced single 
records in January or February: Achfary, Tongue, Scourie and Borgie Breco, but 
distribution in Sutherland was more widespread in April and May, recorded at 20 
sites including Handa.   
 
Breeding:  Breeding was common in woodland areas on Eigg and seemingly successful. 
Elsewhere, breeding was confirmed at 11 sites, with fledged young reported between 25 
May, at Naber, Strathspey, and 13 August, at Lochlonghead. 
 
Autumn/ Winter:  The ringing project at Carse of Ardersier started slowly, with 
just three birds caught between 19 and 31 July, but migrant numbers peaked in 
August at 23 on the 21st and again at 29 on 15 September. Later, 41 birds were 
caught in three visits in October and 16 in three November visits, but only singles 
on 10 and 31 December. It took 29 visits to trap 203 birds, just short of the 2022 
total from 22 visits. It was not clear whether 100+ birds counted in a 3hr walk 
around Kinloch village on Rum on 5 September was a local post-breeding 
accumulation or a migrant flock, but 10+ on the Balintore/Geanies coast on 22 
October were probably migrants. 
 

 
Wren, Lochinver. © David Haines 

Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes   
Abundant resident . 
 
Winter/Spring:  A total of 2108 BirdTrack records was 15% more than in this 
period in 2022, increasing from 436 in the two winter months to 1303 in April and 
May. Song was first recorded on 11 January at Drummond, Inverness, but was not  
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commonly reported until late February. Low double-figure counts were noted 
from 13 February, at Courthill, Kildary, then six other sites in spring, but no higher 
than 15, at Fassfern and Cow Hill in Lochaber on 8 April and 6 May respectively. 
Distribution  extended to remote mountain locations, such as Steall waterfall, Glen 
Nevis on 5 January or the MOD range at Cape Wrath on 29 May. 
 
Breeding:  As ever, breeding was very common on Eigg, with many young raised. 
Breeding was proven at 22 sites elsewhere, with fledged young reported from 19 April, at 
Grantown-on-Spey, to 25 July at Loch Garten. 
 
Autumn/Winter:  Monthly totals of BirdTrack records in the range 269-306 
during autumn were similar to those of 2022, but noticeably lower (165) in 
December. Double-figure counts occurred at only three sites, at Laggan Reservoir 
(12) on 30 September, Kildonan, Eigg (12) on 17 October and Ardnamurchan (13) 
on 19 October.  
 
 

Nuthatch  Sitta europaea   
Scarce visitor , recently less so; now breeding.  
 
Nuthatch - Number of named localities by year 201 4ɀ2023: 
Year  2014   2015   2016   2017   2018   2019   2020   2021   2022   2023 
Localities      1           9           4          8           8          9        18        21        15        26 
 
Winter/Spring/Summer:  Birds were found at 18 different locations, six in 
Lochaber, five in Inverness-shire, five in Badenoch & Strathspey, one in Easter 
Ross and furthest north at Scourie in NW Sutherland on 30 April. Singles at Duror 
on 1 January, Loch Insh on 18 March, Loch Garten on 29 April and Anagach Woods, 
Grantown-on-Spey on 30 August-9 September were at locations where birds had 
been seen in the previous three years. 
 
Breeding:  Breeding was proven when four immature birds were noted at Glenmoriston 
on 16 June. It was also probable at Loch an Eilein, where breeding has occurred in recent 
years and an active pair was recorded on several occasions between 30 March and 4 May, 
and possible at Invergarry, where birds have been recorded in recent years and three  
were reported on 6 September. 
 
Autumn /Winter : Birds were found at five more locations in Lochaber and one 
each in Inverness-shire, Badenoch & Strathspey and Wester Ross. Singles at Fersit 
on 19 September and on feeders at Spean Bridge from 30 September-3 October 
were at locations where birds had been present in recent years, while a pair at 
Kinlochleven on 22 October was where breeding had previously occurred. 
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Treecreeper  Certhia familiaris   
Common resident  in woodlands throughout the region . 
 
Winter/Spring : The number of BirdTrack records in this period (468) was 29% more 
than in 2022. Only 129 were in the first two months, of which 10 on 1-2 January were 
perhaps due to active searches by observers starting year lists. As in 2022, over half of all 
records were from Badenoch & Strathspey (58%); 4% were from Rum and Skye, plus one 
from Canna; and only seven from Sutherland. Most sightings were of one or two birds, but 
six were counted in ca. 2hr near Grantown-on-Spey on 1 April and in Craigellachie NNR 
on 24 May, and five at Acharacle on 26 May and in Glen Affric on 30 May. 
 
Breeding:  Of three or four breeding pairs on Eigg, one at Kildonan bred successfully. Only 
nine other sites had proven breeding, with birds carrying food to a nest first reported at 
Ness Islands on 25 April and at Inverhope, N. Sutherland on 2 May, while fledged young 
were last reported on Rum on 7 July.   
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter:  In contrast to 2022, the number of BirdTrack records 
increased from a low of 63 in August to 106 in September, before declining slowly 
to 57 in December. Very few sightings involved more than two birds (11), the 
highest count, however, being five in NW Sutherland at Balnakeil on 30 
September.   

 
 
[Northern Treecreeper ] Certhia familiaris familiaris  
 
Autumn: A bird was present at Tarbat Ness on 29-30 October, along with two of 
the local subspecies. This is the first record of this subspecies since October 1988, 
although it does not appear that that record, at the same site, was submitted to 
any Records Committee. 
 

 
Starling  Sturnus vulgaris   
Common breeder; common migrant and winter visitor, especially 
in east, but declining.  
 
Winter/Spring:  Significantly more BirdTrack records (23%) than in 2022 
included 404 in January-February and 867 in March-May. However, there were 
fewer triple -figure reports (12), half from east Inverness-shire or Easter Ross and 
three each from Badenoch & Strathspey and Sutherland. The largest flock of 450 
birds was seen at Achnahannet, Strathspey on 26 February, while the Sutherland 
counts were 180-185 at Kyle of Durness during RAFOS winter surveys on 2-3 
February and 300+ at Melness on 17 February. The maximum count on Eigg was 
74 at Kildonan on 17 February and the highest post-March count was 100 at 
Chanonry Point on 11 April. 
 
Breeding:  Breeding was confirmed at 57 different locations throughout the region, with 
the first nest with young recorded at Balgowan, Laggan on 12 May and the latest fledged 
young at Tain on 2 August. One of the many pairs which successfully bred on Eigg shared 
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an entrance hole with a pair of House Sparrows at the Mill. The pair was seen to kill and 
remove the sparrow chicks and deposit them on the lawn. 

 
Summer/Autumn/Winter:  This year there were more BirdTrack records than in 
2022, but fewer three-figure counts: 519 records in summer, but only two high 
counts; 648 autumn records and 16 high counts. There were flocks of 500 birds at 
Portmahomack on 16 July and at Shandwick on 7 August. In autumn, 10 of the 
treble-figure counts were in Easter Ross or East Inverness-shire and three each in 
Badenoch and Sutherland. In 2022, Tarbat Ness had nine counts over 100 from 
late August until early December, but only one in 2023, of 1000 on 6 September, 
albeit the highest of the year. On 15 September, 650 birds were recorded returning 
to a roost at UHI, Inverness, while 380 were counted at Smithton on the 18th. In 
Badenoch, 300+ birds were at Dell of Killiehuntly on 4 September, 110 on 15 
October and 140 on 21 October. In Sutherland, 350 birds were seen at Balnakeil 
on 1 October, then 500 and 300 at Dornoch on 30 October and 14 November 
respectively.  
 
 
Song Thrush Turdus philomelos  
Common breeder; common migrant but scarce in winter.  
 

Winter/Spring: There were 65 records for January this year, an increase of 30 on 
ÌÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÔÏÔÁÌ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÎÔÈȢ )Î &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ρυφ ×ÅÒÅ ÒÅÃÏÒÄÅÄȟ ÃÏÍÐÁÒÅÄ ÔÏ φχ ÉÎ 
2022. In March the count of 343 was 10 more than in 2022 and the 487 in May 
was very much the same as previously. Counts of more than 10 birds were all 
recorded in the Courthill/Kildary area in Easter Ross, 12 on 18 February, 13 on 2 
March, 15 on 19 March and 16 on 2 April. From 11 February birds were reported 
singing across the region.       
 

Breeding: There were 69 records of proven breeding from across the recording area, 
including the islands, representing a considerable increase on 2022. The earliest food-
carrying was seen at Achabeag, Morvern on 8 April and the latest at Gaick Lodge, upper 
Strath Dearn on 30 July. The last report of recently fledged young came from Balgowan, 
Laggan on 20 August. On Eigg, it was a fairly successful season and one juvenile was noted 
on Handa.   
 

Autumn/Winter: As is to be expected, the reporting rate declined during this 
period, dropping from 184 records in total in September/October to 124 in 
November/December, being just one less than in 2022 in both cases. Reports were 
spread across the Highland region and counts were all of low numbers of birds, 
with the highest count being eight at Balnakeil, Durness on 23 September. The 
single exception was an influx of 32 birds at Sanna, Ardnamurchan on 1 December.   
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Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus  
Common and widespread resident.  
 
Winter/Spring : Records in January and February were fractionally fewer than in 
the previous year, with 98 for each month, compared to 115 in 2022. As usual, the 
majority throughout the whole period were from the east of the recording area, 
but with  some sightings from the Isle of Rum. Records were all in single figures 
apart from one count of 13 at Lurg in Strathspey on 24 February. By March the 171 
records were comparable to the previous year. The sole count in double figures 
came from Nethy Bridge, of 12 birds on the 7th. The first records of singing birds 
were from Culloden Moor on 5 February.     
 
Breeding  On 2 May, birds were seen food-carrying near Tain and in Strathspey at 
Drumguish, where on 9 May a nest containing young was observed. Thereafter, there 
were a further 30 records of confirmed breeding, including just one from Morvern and 
one from Skye, with the last one being from Achnahannet in Strathspey on 8 July. Four 
pairs were known to have raised young on Eigg and, as last year, there were no records 
at any time from Handa.  

 
Summer/Autumn/Winter : The recording rate fell, as usual, through the summer 
and there were 41 records in August, rising again in early autumn to 119 on 
BirdTrack in October. Flocks also built up throughout this period with about 40 
birds recorded at Balnacoil in Sutherland on 7 September. There were three 
additional counts of over 30 and, on Rum, there were 10+ birds recorded on 9 
September.  In October, two counts from the same area were significantly higher 
than others, with 50+ birds near Tomatin on the 2nd and over 200 in Strath Dearn 
on the 9th. Of the 115 records for November and December, none was of more 
than five birds, representing a drop in size of flocks in this period compared to the 
previous year.      

 

Redwing  Turdus iliacus  
Scarce and declining breeder; usually common migrant, but 
sometimes scarce in winter .  
 
Winter/Spring : There were 183 records of sightings in January and February, 
which compares very favourably with 127 in 2021 and 114 in 2022. Interestingly, 
around 70% were in January and, over the two months, only 21 records were of 
20 or more birds. However, there was a high count of 100 at Tain on 9 January and 
near Gollanfield, Inverness, between 94-100 birds were counted on the 12th and 
22nd of the month. In the west of the recording area, there were counts in January 
of 64 at Killilan, Lochalsh on the 4th and 60 at Achabeag, Morvern on the 30th. In 
March, larger counts were recorded, of 450 at Dochgarroch, Inverness on the 2nd 
and 110 near Dornoch on the 16th. Numbers dropped off through April, with only 
four counts in double figures, the highest 20+ at Upper Dellifure in Strathspey on 
2 April . Eigg reported several sightings in February and March, with a count of 100 
on 9 March. From March through to May, there was a total of 131 reports from 
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across the region. The last migrant groups were 16 noted at Dalelia, Lochaber and 
20 in Dell Woods, Strathspey, both on 7 April. Thereafter, all reports were of 1-3 
birds, usually singing. 
 

Breeding : Birds were recorded singing from 6 April to 30 June. Records came from 
Sutherland (seven sites), Badenoch & Strathspey (four  sites, at one of which there were 
12 observations between 7 April and 8 May), Easter Ross (one site) and Inverness-shire 
(one). Breeding was not confirmed this year.  
 

Autumn/Winter:  There were only two records in September, both from Melness 
in Sutherland. There were 324 records in October, 156 in November and 82 in 
December, ÍÁËÉÎÇ Á ÔÏÔÁÌ ÏÆ υφυ ÒÅÃÏÒÄÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÁÓÏÎȟ φπ ÄÏ×Î ÏÎ ÌÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ 
total. The highest counts were in October: an estimated 1700 at Sheigra, 
Sutherland on the 7th; 2000 in Strath  Dearn on the 9th and a massive 3250 at 
Balgowan, Laggan on the 10th, flying west up the strath during the course of an 
ÈÏÕÒȭÓ ÏÂÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ ×ÅÒÅ Á ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒ ςς ÒÅÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÆÌÏÃËÓ ÏÆ ÏÖÅÒ ρππ ÂÉÒÄÓ 
during the month from across the region. On Eigg, easterly winds brought in the 
first autumn birds on 11 October, the maximum count being 400 on the 19th. 
Passage continued there until mid -November. Over the region, flock sizes dropped 
during November and December, with only three reports of over 100 birds, all in 
Easter Ross: 150 at Eathie Mains on 8 November, 120 at Tain on 24 November and 
200 at Loans of Fearn on 20 December. 
 

 

Blackbird Turdus merula 
Locally abundant resident; common migrant and winter visitor.  
 
Winter/Spring : The 743 records on BirdTrack, from all over the recording area, 
during January-February was similar to the 2021 total and an increase of almost 
200 on the 2022 total. During January, 25 records were in double figures and the 
highest counts were of 32 birds at Courthill/Kildary in Easter Ross on the 9th and 
23 at Clachnaharry/South Kessock on the 26th. In February, there were 11 counts 
in double figures, with the highest 23 on the 13th, again in the Courthill/Kildary  
area.    
 
Breeding : The first record of nest-building was at Galtrigill , Skye on 20 March and two 
pairs were food-collecting on 14 April at Heaste, also on Skye. Thereafter, proven 
breeding was recorded on BirdTrack at 52 locations throughout the region, some 
presumably with multiple broods. The last record was from Balgowan, Laggan, of newly 
fledged young on 22 August. Eigg had another very productive season, with one pair 
raising two broods of four in a garden shed. On Handa, breeding was also successful.  

 
Autumn/Winter : As might be expected, the number of records on BirdTrack rose 
from 189 in August to 403 in November. Recording dropped to 257 reports in 
December, possibly due to a drift south. The earliest count in double figures was 
of 23 birds at Fort Augustus on 5 September. Reports indicating an influx on the  
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east coast were 10 birds recorded at Carse of Ardersier on 12 October, 48 at Tarbat 
Ness on 20 October and 20 at Rogart on 21 October. In the west, Inverpolly saw 
28 birds on 21 October and, on Eigg, a distinct winter influx was noted during 
October and November. 

 
 
Fieldfare  Turdus pilaris  
Rare breeder; common migrant and winter visitor.  
 
Winter/Spring : There were 282 records on Birdtrack for the period, more than 
in the previous two years. In January, counts in double figures were 
overwhelmingly from the east, with 100 birds at Loans of Fearn, Easter Ross on 
the 12th, 210 at Killen, Black Isle on the 15th and 100 at Dalziel, east of Inverness 
on the 20th. In February, the recording rate dropped dramatically, for whatever 
reason, to 38 reports. There were no counts of over 100 until 14 March, when 120 
birds were observed at Culloden. There were 100 at Loch Eye, Easter Ross on 20  
 
March and, in Strathspey in April, 200 near Dell Lodge on the 7th and 120 at Nethy 
Bridge on the 9th. The last reported bird was at High Mills, Tain on 29 April. In 
May, one or two birds were noted in suitable breeding habitat at two sites, one in 
Sutherland and one in Easter Ross.  
 
Summer/Breeding:  Three birds, one of which appeared to be possibly in juvenile 
plumage, were noted at a site in Badenoch on 30 June. Another one was seen at a different 
site in Badenoch on 20 July.   

 
Autumn/Winter : A total of 239 records on BirdTrack for the period compares to 
303 in 2022. In September, up to six birds were seen in Strathspey around 
Aviemore and at Insh Marshes, with the first being one early bird on the 6th near 
Aviemore. Birds began to arrive in numbers in October, with the first high count 
at Glendale on Skye, of 200 on the 18th, followed by 250 at Hilton of Cadboll, Easter 
Ross on the 19th, 200 at Torrin, Skye on the 20th and a large flock of 700+ at Milton 
Loch, Strathspey on the 26th. In November, records were also spread across the 
Highland recording area, but the highest counts all in Easter Ross, at Eathie Mains 
500 on the 8th, 350 at Loch Eye on the 21st and 200 at Loans of Tullich on the 
28th. In December, the only high count, of about 300 on the 13th, was recorded at 
Loans of Fearn, also in Easter Ross, while all other records involved fewer than 55 
birds. Eigg experienced easterly winds which produced the largest passage in 
recent years, with 50 birds regularly recorded and a count of 100 at Kildonan on 
19 October.  
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Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus  
Summer visitor, breeding mainly restricted to uplands in west and 
Cairngorms; scarce migrant throughout region.  
 
Spring: There were 106 records on BirdTrack, a better reporting rate than in the 
previous two years. The first reported bird was in the Monadhliaths on Creag 
Dhubh, north of Kingussie on 27 March. More records in the next two weeks 
included three from Skye, starting with The Quiraing on 30 March, one from 
Lochalsh, in Glen Elchaig on 7 April, and from Sutherland, at Loch Borralan on 9 
April. Reports followed from many mountainous sites across the region, from the 
Cairngorms to west of the Great Glen.   
 
Breeding:  Nine reports of proven breeding came: first from NE of Drumochter on 25 May; 
then from Skye, the Monadhliaths, the Cairngorms and Creag Meagaidh. The last report 
was from Quinag on Skye on 13 August.    

 
Summer/Autumn : There were 64 reports in June and July, sometimes near the 
summits of hills in Lochaber, Skye and the Cairngorms. A post-breeding flock of 
13, mostly juveniles, was counted on Creag Meagaidh on 28 July and another of 11 
on the north Strathfarrar mountains on 23 August. There were six reports for 
August, four in September, four in October and two in November, of a juvenile in 
Glen Kyllachy, east Inverness-shire on 2 November and a sighting in Dunrobin 
Glen, Golspie on 9 November.  

 
 
Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata  
Common but declining summer visitor & breeder; scarce migrant.  
 
Spring:  In May, there were 58 recorded sightings and, in June, 95. The first bird 
was at Knockchoilum, near Whitebridge on 30 April and thereafter scattered 
reports were almost daily from 5 May, peaking at 11 records on 1 June. Reports 
were predominantly from the east of the recording area, with the first report from 
the west coming from Portree on 5 May. The most northerly was from 
Inchnadamph on 30 May. There were several reports from Skye and three pairs 
were recorded on Eigg.    
 
Breeding: Food-carrying was observed at Loch Garten, Strathspey on 6 June. A nest 
containing young was reported at Conon Bridge on 17 June and the first fledged young 
were recorded at Ballinlagg, near Grantown-on-Spey the next day; after which there were 
a further 27 observations of fledgelings, with the last being at Fodderty Lodge, 
Strathpeffer on 27 August. An interesting record was of two adult pairs together feeding 
seven fledged young at Hill of Fortrose on 11 August. On Eigg, one pair was known to have 
raised young.     

 
Summer/Autumn : The number of BirdTrack reports in August almost halved to 
46 from 81 in July (and 95 in June). There were 10 records for September from 
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separate locations, the last one from Kirkhill,  Inverness on the 16th. An extremely 
late migrant was on Eigg at Kildonan on 24 October. 

 
 
Robin Erithacus rubecula  
Common resident; vacates uplands in winter; continental birds 
arrive in autumn, many of which winter.  
 
Winter/Spring : From January-May, there were 2618 records on BirdTrack (400 
more than in 2022), with 60 in double figures. High counts were predominantly in 
February, the highest being around the Courthill area, near Tain, of 37 on the 13th, 
29 on the 26th and 28 on the 28th. 
 
Breeding : The first nest-building was noted on 11 April at Inverlochy, Fort William and 
There were 111 confirmed breeding reports between 20 April and 27 August, with a 
further 33 reports of juveniles present. Breeding was also common and widespread on 
Eigg and at least one fledgling was noted on Handa.    

 
Autumn/Winter : /Î %ÉÇÇ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ȬÁÕÔÕÍÎ ÓÏÎÇȭ ×ÁÓ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÏÎ ψ !ÕÇÕÓÔȢ )Î 
September-October, there were 951 records on BirdTrack. Ten were in double 
figures, with the highest count 30+ between Geanies Bothy and Hilton of Cadboll, 
Easter Ross on 22 October. Only six counts in November-December were in double 
figures, out of 695 records submitted.  

 
 
Pied Flycatcher  Ficedula hypoleuca  
Scarce summer visitor & breeder; scarce migrant.  
 
Spring/Summer : There were only 28 reports on BirdTrack, compared to 56 in 
2022 and 47 in 2021. Of these, 18 were from or very near to Craigellachie NNR, 
Aviemore, the source of the first report  on 8-10 May. Thereafter in May, there were 
reports from Nethy Bridge on the 13th, Loch Insh on the 14th and Ord Ban, 
Strathspey on the 15th. Further reports in June-July were from the Duke of Gordon 
Monument above Glen Feshie on 1 June, Loch Kinellan on 3 July and Boath, near 
Ardross on 17 July.  
 
Breeding : A pair was using a nest box in Craigellachie from 22 to 30 May and were seen 
feeding young on 6 June.   

 
Autumn: The last three reports of the year were in August from Tarbat Ness, of 
two birds on the 19th, and Droman Pier, Balchrick, Sutherland, of one on the 27th 
and 28th.   
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Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros   
Scarce migrant and winter visitor.  
 
Spring: Three single birds were reported, on 16 April at Grantown-on-Spey, on 23 
April at Tongue and on 3 May at Cairn Gorm upper carpark gardens, where a 
singing male was reported last year. 
 
 

Autumn: A female/juvenile bird was present at Hilton of Cadboll, Easter Ross on 
2-3 November. 
 
 
Redstart  Phoenicurus phoenicurus  
Locally common summer visitor & breeder; uncommon migrant.  
 
Spring:  About 10% fewer BirdTrack records (101) were received than in 2022, 
the majority (70%) as usual from Badenoch & Strathspey. The first of 23 records 
in April was of a singing bird at Errogie, south of Inverness on the 14th, followed 
on the 18th by reports from Dornoch and Loch Garten. A record of three birds at 
Arisaig on 4 May was the first of 11 from west of the Great Glen, although most 
were from central locations such as Glens Affric and Strathfarrar. The furthest 
north was from Polglass, Ullapool on 9 May. 
 
Breeding:  The first of six records of confirmed breeding concerned a nest with young at 
Heathmount, Tain on 3 June, while the last on 25 July was of fledged young at Dornoch. 

 
Summer/Autumn:  A steady fall in the number of records, from 48 in June to 15 
in July to eight in August, ended with sightings at Rothiemurchus on 15 August and 
in the Courthill area near Tain on 15 and 22 August.  
 

 

Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra  
Summer visitor & breeder, becoming more uncommon; scarce 
migrant.  
 

Spring: There were 54 reports in April and May on BirdTrack, just six more than 
in 2022. The first records came from the west coast at Ullapool and Acharacle on 
20 April. As last year, records were evenly divided between west and east of 
Highland and, again, there were only two records from Sutherland, of four birds at 
Balnacoil on 13 May and a single in Strath Vagastie on 25 May. Records came from 
six locations on Skye, three on Muck and one on Rum. Two singing males on the 
croft land in May was the only record for the year from Eigg.   
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Whinchat, Scullamus Moss, Skye. © Bob McMillan 

 
 
Breeding: Breeding was confirmed at 13 sites (compared to seven in 2022): five on Skye; 
two in Lochaber; one in Sutherland; and five in Badenoch & Strathspey, where eight 
juveniles were recorded together with five adults at Drumguish on 22 July.   

 
Summer/Autumn: A total of 80 records for June-August compared very 
favourably with only 48 in summer 2022. Eight records in August included six 
from Badenoch, of which five were from Drumguish, the source of the final record 
on 1 September.   

 

 

Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola  
Common breeder; increasingly resident inland in winter.  
 
Winter/Spring: There were fewer records than in 2022, with 82 across the area 
and on Skye in January and February, rising to 169 in March and April. The vast 
majority were from coastal or near coastal areas, although there was an inland 
report from Badenoch at Balsporran, Drumochter on 20 January. The highest 
counts were of four birds at Dornoch on 1 and 18 January, and at Hilton of Cadboll, 
near Tain on 5 February, until six were counted at Achnasheen on 26 April. On 
Eigg birds were also scarce during the winter.   
 
Breeding:  Nest-building was observed at Dornoch on 2 April. Breeding was first 
confirmed at Sands, Gairloch on 5 May and thereafter at 77 locations throughout 
Highland. The last juveniles were reported at Ashie Moor, Inverness on 5 September. On 
Eigg, at least eight breeding pairs were reported and many young seen. On Handa, 
juveniles were on Bothy Hill where in April adults had been recorded.   
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Autumn/Winter:  From 90 records in September, the number dropped steadily to 
25 in December, reflecting the low number reported at the start of the year. The 
highest counts were 14 at Loch Hope Woodlands on 1 October and 10 at Dornoch 
Point on 2 December. Interestingly, five birds were flycatching on the shore line at 
Sanna, Ardnamurchan on 4 November.   
 

 
Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe  
Locally abundant summer visitor & breeder, although uncommon 
in east; common migrant.  
 
Spring: The first birds were sighted at Laide on 17 March, then at Gairloch and 
Mellon Udrigle, also in Wester Ross, and at Sletill, Strath Halladale in Sutherland 
on the 21st. From the 22nd, when a bird was recorded at Fort William, a further 
28 reports were submitted in March to BirdTrack, compared to 48 in the previous 
year, with  west coast sites predominating, as in 2022. A further 226 records in 
April and 297 in May boosted the total for the period to considerably more than in 
the previous year. Double-figure counts came only from Claigan on Skye, of 24 
birds on 4 May, and Faraid Head, Durness, of 16 on 17 May. On Eigg, the first bird 
was recorded on 23 March.     
 
Breeding : There were reports of confirmed breeding, mainly of newly fledged young, 
from at least 35 sites, compared to 22 in 2022. The first young were reported at Kilmory , 
Rum, and at Ullinish and Oronsay, on 2 June and the last juvenile was reported SW of Loch 
Duntelchaig, Inverness on 20 August. On Eigg, the small breeding population, in 
comparison to previous years, had a reasonably productive season.   

 
Summer/Autumn : A double-figure count of 10 was accumulated between 
Quiraing and Meall na Suiramach on Skye on 7 June. Numbers of BirdTrack records 
were higher than for the same period in 2022, with 125 reports in June (78 in 
2022), dropping steadily to 47 in September (37 in 2022). Of the 13 records in 
October, the last four were at Brora between the 22nd and 30th. On Eigg, the last 
local record was on 30 August and a very late migrant was at Laig Bay on 26 
October.  
 
[Greenland Wheatear]  Oenanthe oenanthe leucorhoa  
 
Spring: Five reports in April were of single birds at Tarbat Ness on the 19th, 
Portree and Dornoch on the 27th, and Achmelvich and Clachtoll, near Lochinver 
on the 30th. In May, five records of 1-2 birds between the 5th and 8th came from 
sites on Skye (two), in Wester Ross, and in west and east Sutherland, whilst three 
birds were noted at Allanfearn, Inverness on 5 May and an exceptional eight at 
Balnakeil on 9 May.   
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Autumn:  In late July, all three sightings were on Skye, at Skulamus, Heaste and 
Neist Point (three birds). In August, two more records from Skye were of five birds 
at An Aird, Sound of Raasay on the 1st and six at Neist Point on the 20th, while in 
the east there were two at Alturlie on the 30th. The last four singles were seen at 
Neist Point and Heaste in mid-September, and at Allanfearn and Neist Point on 1 
and 9 October respectively.   

   

 

Greenland Wheatear, Stoer Cemetery. © David Haines 

 
Dipper  Cinclus cinclus  
Locally common resident.  
 
Winter/Spring: Reported widely across the region, there were 126 BirdTrack 
records during January-March (97 in 2022 and 158 in 2021). The largest counts 
of this very territorial species were both from Inverness in March, with three at 
Whin Park on the 4th and four at Ness Islands on the 15th. There was one early 
year record on Eigg on 19 January.   
 
Breeding: Courtship display was first observed at Grantown-on-Spey on 21 February and 
the first nest-building reported was in Inverness on 4 March. Breeding was confirmed at 
14 sites and the first fledged young were on the Findhorn in Strath Dearn on 15 May.  

 
Autumn/Winter : In 139 records in this period, from about 85 sites, there were 
three birds at two locations in September, and four at Lairg on 29 October and at 
Loch Arienas, Lochaber on 16 December. On Eigg, singles were present fairly 
regularly from October-December.   
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Tree Sparrow  Passer montanus  
Locally common resident in Inner Moray Firth; rare elsewhere.  
 
Winter/Spring: Birds were noted at 28 sites (15 in 2022 and 47 in 2021). The 
highest counts on BirdTrack in the first three months were eight birds at Milton of 
Culloden, Inverness on 24 February, at least five at Beechwood, Inverness on 5 
March and four at Strathpeffer and Kiltearn, Easter Ross on 24 February and 3 
March respectively, although higher numbers may in some records have been 
reported as mere presence. Notably, in Nethy Bridge three birds were at garden 
feeders on 19 January, where they remained for several days. As in the previous 
year, higher counts were noted in April, such as 22 at Balloan, Black Isle on the 
15th and, east of Inverness, 14 at Dalziel on the 22nd and eight at Alturlie on the 
28th.   
 
Breeding: At Dalziel, nest-building was observed on 4 May. Proven breeding was only 
recorded on four sites, with fledged young first reported at Fodderty Lodge, Strathpeffer 
on 22 May, then Milton of Culloden, Balintore Harbour and Durness between 27 May and 
23 June. At Lonnie, there were 63 nesting attempts, with an average of 4.6 eggs per clutch 
resulting in 3.7 hatched chicks per brood (egg hatching success 80.6%), and a mean 
fledging success of 3.2 young per nesting attempt (hatching to fledging survival 86.2%). 
A minimum of 200 young fledged from the 288 eggs laid, representing a very high success 
rate in 2023. Although the nesting wood itself has been carefully protected during the 
building of the second Castle Stuart Golf Course, the surrounding fields have not been 
cropped this season and have been the subject of major civil engineering work throughout 
the breeding period. The high success rate of the colony this year suggests that the impact 
of the building work has been negligible, and the adult birds must have been foraging 
beyond the immediately surrounding fields. In spite of the intensity of the work, access 
was allowed outside working hours, enabling this long-running study to continue 
uninterrupted.    

 
Summer/Autumn/Winter : Birds were recorded on BirdTrack at six sites in 
September, at 14 sites in October and a further four in November and December. 
All sightings were in the Moray coast area, apart from one of two birds at Portuairk 
in Lochaber on 30 October. Double-figure counts were 13 at Balloch, Inverness on 
24 October, 10 at Urray in Easter Ross on the 26th and the highest count was 14 
at Milton of Culloden on 15 November. 

 
 
House Sparrow  Passer domesticus  
Common resident but locally scarce in north.  
 
Winter/Spring: January-March saw 13 entries on BirdTrack of 20 or more birds, 
compared to eight in 2022 and 13 in 2021. Half of them were in February, when 
the highest count was 41 at Kildary, Easter Ross on the 13th. A leucistic bird was 
at Elgol on Skye on 3 January.  
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Breeding: Nest-building was first recorded at Lochlonghead, Lochalsh on 24 February 
and at Galtrigillon Skye on the 28th. The 86 records of confirmed breeding on BirdTrack, 
the first on 24 April at Merkinch, Inverness, will probably include a number of second 
broods, as was noted on Eigg, where it was a very successful season.  

 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: Maximum monthly counts in the summer were: 20+ 
at Galtrigill on 25 June; 70 at Alturlie, Inverness on 25 July; 40 at Galtrigill on 9 and 
23 August, and at Carse of Ardersier on the 17th. On Eigg, up to 60 were regularly 
present in late summer. The highest count in September was 50 on the 25th at 
Portmahomack, where there were 25 on 29 October. In November and December, 
the only counts of more than 20 were 30 at Portmahomack on 10 November and 
at Carse of Ardersier on 10 December.   

 
 
Dunnock  Prunella modularis 
Common resident.  
 
Winter/Spring:  Widespread reports from numerous habitats, predominantly of 
1-2 birds, included monthly maxima of eight at Corrimony, near Cannich on 2  
 
January and, around the Courthill/Kildary area near Tain, 14 on 18 February, 10 
on 19 March and 11 on 2 April.    
 
Breeding:  The first singing bird was reported at Culloden on 14 January. The first 
confirmed breeding came from South Kessock, Inverness on 24 April, when an adult was 
recorded food-carrying. The first report of fledged young was from Tain Moor Farm on 
19 May. In a seemingly successful breeding season on Eigg, adults were seen feeding 
newly fledged young on 4 August.  

 
Autumn/Winter : The most significant counts were during the ringing study at 
Carse of Ardersier, with 15 on 11 November and 21 on 31 December. Elsewhere, 
15 birds were at Drumguish in Badenoch on 12 November. On Handa, birds were 
seen infrequently whilst , on Eigg, an autumn influx was again suspected.  

 
 
Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava 
Uncommon passage migrant. 
 
Spring:  Three birds were recorded. An adult of ssp. flavissima was on and near the 
River Shiel at Acharacle on 10 April and was still present the following day. An 
adult male of the same sub-species was at Balnakeil on 6 May and a second-
calendar-year male of ssp. flava was at the same site on 19 May.  
 
Autumn:  On 10 September a first-winter bird was found at Balnakeil.   
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Citrine Wagtail Motacilla citreola 
Vagrant.  
 
Spring:  One female was recorded at Balnakeil marsh, Durness on 13-15 May.   

 

 

Citrine Wagtail, Balnakeil  © Peter Stronach 
 
 
 

Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea  
Locally common breeder, scarce in winter.  
 
Winter/Spring: Two birds were recorded at Milton of Culloden on 14 January, at 
Achabeag, Morvern on 5 February and at Alturlie on the 11th. Elsewhere, singles 
were reported at 21 sites. In March and April, reports became more widespread, 
from around 34 sites, including inland and repeatedly on the River Spey. On Eigg, 
birds were present from 13 April . 
 

Breeding:  A singing bird was noted in Inverness on 3 March. The first confirmed breeding 
was at Contin, Easter Ross on 13 May and the last, of a further 16 well scattered reports 
was at Achabeag on 12 August. On Eigg, of the four pairs recorded, three were known to 
have raised young.     

 
Autumn/Winter : There were 59 BirdTrack records in September (58 in 2022), 
dropping steeply to 24 in October (45 in 2022), 18 in November and 17 in 
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December. On Eigg, birds had generally left by late July. Throughout this period, 
records were predominantly of 1-2 birds, with two significant counts in Inverpolly 
of 12 on 21 September and 16 next day.  
 

 

Grey Wagtail , Culkein Drumbeg. © David Haines 
 

 

 
Pied Wagtail  Motacilla alba  
Common breeder; uncommon or scarce in winter, especially inland.  
 
Winter/Spring: In January-February, reports were mainly from around the 
Moray Firth as far north as Brora and Embo. Notable exceptions were Skye, 
Inverpolly  and the Fort William area, which accounted for 18 of the 79 records. On 
Eigg, birds were present from 26 February, with the main arrival in mid-March. 
On Handa, birds were seen from March. High counts, presumably roosts, were 17 
at Dalziel, east Inverness on 4 January, 20 at Nigg and 10 at Fort William, both on 
21 February. In March, arrival accelerated, with 189 reports from across Highland, 
many inland. The only spring counts in double figures came from Loch Fleet, with 
12 on 8 April, and Fort William to Caol, with 11 on 23 April.   
 
Breeding: At Gaick in Badenoch, two birds were seen exhibiting territorial behaviour on 
31 March and nest-building was recorded at Tarbat Ness on 19 April. The first fledged 
young were seen in Sutherland at Rogart on 30 May. Breeding was proven on at least 37 
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well-scattered sites. On Eigg, breeding numbers seemed distinctly low and the first 
fledged young was seen on 16 June.   

 
Autumn/Winter : In summer, notable post-breeding counts came from Dingwall, 
of 42 birds on 28 July and 23 still there on 26 August, and Balgowan in Badenoch, 
with 30 on 20 August. In September, the highest counts were 27 during a WEBS 
count near Fort Wiliam on the 15th, 25 at Inverpolly on the 22nd and 38 at Loch 
Flemington on the 24th; in October, 30 were seen at Achavandra Muir, Dornoch 
on the 8th. November and December records were mainly of 1-2 birds, virtually 
all on or near the coast. On Eigg, the last record was on 17 October and, on Handa, 
the end of June.     
 
[White Wagtail]  Motacilla alba alba  
 
Spring:  The first bird was at Loch Ruthven on 7 April and 25 further records in 
April and 17 in May brought the number of sites where birds were recorded to 24 
The majority of sightings were at coastal sites, with peak counts from Dornoch 
between 10 and 27 April , the greatest being 19 on the 17th. On Eigg, there were 
small numbers, mostly single birds, between 18 April  and 15 May. An intriguing 
photograph of a male carrying food on 5 June strongly suggests mixed breeding 
with ssp. yarrellii . 
 
Autumn: After an early record of three birds at Shieldaig in Wester Ross on 14 
August, there followed eight reports in September and October of 1-2 birds at 
three sites in the west and three in the east, the last at the UHI Inverness campus 
on 20 October.    
 

 
2ÉÃÈÁÒÄȭÓ Pipit  Anthus richardi 
Vagrant . 
 
Autumn:  One bird was seen and sound recorded at Kilmory, Isle of Rum on 4 
November. 
 
 

Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis 
Abundant breeder;  uncommon in winter, when absent from most 
areas. 
  
Winter/Spring : During the first two months the only double-figure BirdTrack 
records were 19 at Achabeag, Morvern on 13 January and 20 over an extensive 
coastline at Clashnessie, NW Sutherland on 30 January. Smaller numbers were 
found exclusively at or near the coast, apart from a single at Loch Laoigh, SW of 
Loch Fleet on 10 February. The peak flock next month was of 20 birds at 
Bunacaimb, Arisaig on 23 March, following a mass arrival, including to inland sites,  
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from 19 March. There were 75 BirdTrack counts of over nine birds in April, 
notably 200 at Ardechive, Loch Arkaig on 29 April and 300 at Meikle Ferry Spit on 
20 April. Passage continued into early May, with coastal flocks peaking at 120 at 
Scourie on 3 May. 
 
Breeding: The first songs were heard on 20 March at Kinloch Glen on Rum and Kentra 
Bay. Although nest-building was not noted until 7 May, at Muckerach, Abernethy, agitated 
birds were reported from 2 April at Auchnagallin, Grantown-on-Spey. The first proven 
breeding was when an occupied nest was seen at Grantown-on-Spey on 16 May. A good 
season was noted on Eigg. 
 

Summer/Autumn/Winter : Counts of 45 at Sgurr nan Ceannaichean, near 
Achnashellach on 5 June, 50 at Creag Meagaidh NNR on 2 July and 50 at Drumguish 

on 17 July may refer to extensive areas rather than discrete flocks. Passage was 
certainly under way in August, with a flock of 100 birds noted at Handa Island on 

the 8th. September peaks of 50 birds were noted at Drumguish on the 3rd, at 
Gairlochy on the 8th and at Loch Eye on the 12th. Subsequent maxima were only 

23 at Ardnamurchan on 19 October and 15 at Loch Eye on 21 November. The 
scarcity of winter records in Highland is evidenced by there being only 10 

BirdTrack records in December, the peak count five at Fersit South on the 2nd. 

 
 
Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis 
Locally common summer visitor and breeder, but scarce in 

autumn.  

 
Spring: There were 394 BirdTrack records for the year (326 in 2022), but the 
species is still greatly under-recorded. The first record, of presence at 

Rothiemurchus on 9 April, is about an average arrival date. One or two birds were 
noted at another 19 scattered sites until four were noted at Kylerhea on 19 April. 

Peak counts were eight at Fersit on 17 May and 10 at Abernethy Forest on 20 May. 

 
Breeding :  Breeding was proven at nine sites and probable breeding at an additional 109 
(only six and 75 sites respectively in 2022). The first fledged young were noted at 

Aviemore on the late date of 16 June. 

 

Autumn : There were 24 July BirdTrack records, of up to four birds, and 11 
records, maximum three birds, in August. The last presence was noted at 

Aviemore on 27 August. Single, coastal migrants were reported at Evanton on 26 
July, Carse of Ardersier on 7 August and at nearby Whiteness Bay on 10 August.  
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Water Pipit  Anthus spinoletta 
Vagrant.  Rare winter visitor .  
 
Winter: One bird overwintered at Dornoch, with two birds noted there between 
2 and 20 January, and one was last seen there on 3 February.  
 
Autumn /W inter: One was again noted at Dornoch on 28 November and was last 
seen on 5 December. 
 
 

Rock Pipit  Anthus petrosus 
Locally common breeder; common winter visitor to wide range of 
coastal sites. 
 
Winter/Spring: The only double-figure counts were of 14 at Strathy Point on 18 

January, 12 at Ashaig on 25 January, 18 at Tocabhaig, Sleat on 22 February and 10 

at Brora river-mouth on 9 March. As usual, all records were from, or very near, the 
coast. 

 
Breeding : The first song was not reported until 8 April at Sanna, Ardnamurchan, a very 
late date, although display was noted at Linnhe and Lochy mouth on 7 February. Breeding 

was proven at eight sites, with an occupied nest first noted at Bunree Bay, Loch Linnhe on 
ςρ !ÐÒÉÌȢ %ÉÇÇ ÈÁÄ Á ȰÐÒÅÔÔÙ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÆÕÌ ÓÅÁÓÏÎȱȢ 

 

Autumn/ Winter: Peak counts at Dornoch were 27 on 26 November and 21 on 30 
December. Maximum counts elsewhere were 30 at Ardmore, Dunvegan on 20 

August, 40 at Loch Eriboll on 17 September, 12 at Inver on 24 October and 25 in a 
field at Duntuilm, Skye on 10 November. Counts of 10 birds were also made during 

this period at Alturlie, Am Dubh (Waternish), Broadford, Canna, Duirinish, Eigg, 

Faraid Head, Fort William, Handa Island and Kentra Bay. 
 

[Scandinavian Rock Pipit]  Anthus petrosus litoralis  
A singles was identified at Dornoch on 7 March and three were at Brora river -

mouth up to 25 March, although others almost certainly occurred during winter, 
when they cannot safely be separated from the nominate subspecies.  

 
 

Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs 
Abundant resident; common in winter, especially in east.  

 
Winter/Spring : There were larger numbers than in 2022. A flock of 100 lingered 
in an Aviemore garden from 2022 until 14 March, before diminishing. Elsewhere, 

200 were at Carr Road on 21 January, 150 at Nethy Bridge on 10-11 January, 100 
in Strath Dearn on 25 February, 84 at Lochlonghead on 1 April and there were   

 



                                                                 

176 

 

 

widespread smaller flocks. One at 640m at Cairn Gorm car park on 10-26 April  
was probably attracted to seed put down to attract Snow Buntings.  

 
Breeding: First song was reported on 22 January at Milton of Culloden and early nest-
building was noted at Acharacle on 19 March. A distraction display near Ben Aslak, 

Kylerhea on 15 May was the first proven breeding, but fledged young were not seen until 
the late date of 10 June at Loch an Eilein and on Eigg, where the season was Ȱvery 
ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÆÕÌȱȢ 

 
Autumn/Winter: A flock of 100 was seen at Dell of Killiehuntly on 19 August, but 

the September peak count was only 60 at Loch Garten on the 11th. The autumn 
maximum was 500 at Redcastle on 30 October, but most large counts were in 

Badenoch & Strathspey, with 300 at Loch Insh on 6 October, 150 at Loch Mallachie 
on 7 October, 70 at Dell of Killiehuntly on 1 November, 300 at Grantown-on-Spey 

on 6 December and 120 at Coulnakyle 13 December. Elsewhere, 100 were at 
Traigh Beach on 25 September, 70 at Achabeag on 17 November, 100 at Clash 

Wood, Muir of Ord on 19 December and 100 at Carse of Ardersier on 31 December. 
4ÈÅ !ÖÉÅÍÏÒÅ ÇÁÒÄÅÎ ȰÈÏÔÓÐÏÔȱ ÐÅÁËÅÄȟ ÏÎ ÖÁÒÉÏÕÓ ÄÁÔÅÓȟ ÁÔ ÏÎÌÙ υπ ÂÉÒÄÓȢ 

 
 

Brambling  Fringilla montifringilla  
Rare breeder; uncommon migrant and winter visitor, but 

occasionally locally common.  
 
Winter/ Spring: The scarcity of this species in late 2022 continued with only 66 

BirdTrack records from about 19 sites, compared to 306 and 65 in winter/spring  

2022. The largest flocks were 50 at Daviot on 29 January and 15 at Milton, 
Drumnadrochit on 17 February. Elsewhere, there up to six birds at widely-

scattered locations. Singles were noted at two sites in April and at four locations 
in May, the last at Nethy Bridge on 12 May.  

 
Autumn/Winter: There was a larger influx than in the previous autumn, with 161 

BirdTrack records from about 58 sites (only 34 and 17 in 2022). One was reported 
on the exceptionally early date of 26 August at Beinn Eighe. The next was on the 

expected date of 9 October at Strath Dearn, but there were only singles until 11 
were at Inverpolly on 19 October. Notable counts elsewhere that month included 

11 at Edderton on the 21st, 10 at Kilmuir, Skye on the 22nd and 12 at 
Lochlonghead on the 25th. Easily the best flock was of 50 at Redcastle on 18 

November in a flock of 1000 mixed finches. No other counts exceeding six birds 
were made that month and two was the best count in December.  
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Hawfinch  Coccothraustes coccothraustes 
Has bred; scarce visitor at any time of year.  
 
Winter/Spring: Spring migrants (singles except where stated) were noted at nine 

locations as follows: Loch Eriboll on 4 April, Portree on 16-17 April, Kyle of 
Lochalsh on 18 April, Raffin, Stoer on 21 April, Melness on 22 April, Carbost on 25 

April, Tongue on 26 April, two at Kildary on 30 April and one at Talmine on 10 
May. It seems unlikely that spring migrants were confined to coastal locations as 

these records suggest, but this species is famously unobtrusive.  
 
Breeding:  About six pairs have probably bred at a regular site since 2021.  

 
Autumn/ Winter: Two were noted at Rogart on 21 October, during Storm Babet, 
amidst an arrival of migrant thrushes and Bramblings. The only other record was 
of presence at an Inverness site on 7 October and again on 24-25 October.  
 
 

Bullfinch  Pyrrhula pyrrhula 
Locally common resident; recorded in all months of the year, 

normally in single -figure numbers.  

 
Winter/Spring: Widespread during January-April, double-figure BirdTrack 

counts were made at 12 locations (only four in 2022). Peaks were 24 at Insh 
Marshes on 23 January, 24 at Portree Forestry South on 28 January, 20 at Spey 

Dam West on 6 January, 18 at Corrimony on 2 January, 18 at Badaguish, Loch 
Morlich on 3 March and 14 in Strath Dearn on 9 March.  

 
Breeding: Proven breeding was noted at 12 sites (nine in 2022), between 23 June, at 

Anagach Woods, Grantown-on-Spey and 6 September, at Drumguish. 

 

Autumn/Winter: Although 12 birds were noted at Glenmore on 5 June and 11 at 
Glentruim Lodge on 21 July, the first double-figure count in autumn was 24 at 

Abriachan on 24 October.  Later, 14 were at Milton Cottage, Inverdruie on 2 
November, 11 at Acharacle on 15 November, 20 at Coranstilbeg, Glen Feshie on 21 

November, 12 at Craig Phadrig/Craig Dunain on 22 November, 10 at Inshriach on 
26 November, 11 at Croich on 11 December, 25 at Rynettin, Abernethy on 13 

December, 12 at Clash Wood, Muir of Ord on 19 December, 12 at Grantown-on-
Spey on 26 December, 10 at Insh Marshes on 29 December and 10 at An Lochain 

Uaine, Glenmore on 30 December.  
 

[Northern Bullfinch] Pyrrhula pyrrhula pyrrhula 
One bird, showing the characteristics of this race, was trapped and ringed at 

Melvich on 26 October and at least one of 12 males at Craig Phadrig/Craig Dunain 
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on 22 November gave the diagnostic Ȭtrumpetingȭ call. Others were noted at Tarbat 

Ness on 29 October and Inshriach on 26 November. 
 

 
Common Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrina 
Scarce migrant.  

 
Summer: A singing male was in a garden at Muir of Ord between 7 and 14 July.  

 
 

Greenfinch  Chloris chloris 
Common resident; locally common in winter in east, although much 

scarcer than in earlier years.  
 

Winter/Spring: There were 1976 BirdTrack records in 2023 and counts of six or 
more birds during January to March were made at 16 sites (both totals higher than 

in the past three years at least). Records were widespread and peak counts were 
210 at Dornoch on 7 January, 150 at Rosemarkie on 12 February, 100 at Kiltearn, 

Evanton on 3 March, 40 at Dornoch on 1 January and 30 at Shieldaig on 2 January. 

In 2022, the peak count over the first three months was only 10 birds, a total 
exceeded at 10 sites in 2023. Monthly maxima were 11 at Strath Dearn on 2 April 

and eight at Fanagmore, Tarbet in NW Sutherland on 26 May. 
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Summer/Breeding: Monthly maxima were 10 at Edderton on 5 June, 10 at Drumguish 

and at Cove on 25 July, and 16 at Tulloch, Strathspey on 27 August. On Eigg it was a  
ȰÒÅÁÓÏÎÁÂÌÙ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÆÕÌ ÂÒÅÅÄÉÎÇ ÓÅÁÓÏÎȱȢ "ÒÅÅÄÉÎÇ ×ÁÓ ÎÏÔÅÄ ÁÔ ρφ ×ÉÄÅÌÙ-scattered sites 
with first fledged young at Drumguish on 6 May. 

 

Autumn/Winter : BirdTrack counts of six or more birds were made at 20 sites, a 
welcome improvement on 15, 10 and 15 such sites in the previous three years. 

Peak counts were 55 at Dornoch Point on 22 December, 51 at Drumguish on 24 
November, 40 at Insh on 20 November and 40 Balchraggan, Abriachan on 22 

November. Although there were more BirdTrack records and flocks seen in 2023, 

the trend as shown by the percentage of lists featuring Greenfinches was still 
below the historical average.  

 
 

Twite  Linaria flavirostis 
Uncommon breeder; can be locally common in winter, especially in 

east. 
 
Winter/Spring: The 60 BirdTrack records from about 33 sites during the period 

*ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ÔÏ !ÐÒÉÌ ÉÓ ÃÏÍÐÁÒÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÒÅÃÅÎÔ ÙÅÁÒÓȭ ÔÏÔÁÌÓȢ -ÏÓÔ ×ÅÒÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÓÔ ÃÏÁÓÔȟ 
on islands or around the Moray Firth, with few inland records. By far the largest 

flock was 180 at Dornoch on 1 January. Elsewhere, 90 were at Blairgorm East 
(near Nethy Bridge) on 13 January, 80 at Cove on 18 February, 22 at Clachtoll Bay 

on 30 April, 13 at Rubha Reidh on 15 January and 12 at Heaste on Skye on 25 April. 
 
Breeding : Proven breeding (fledged young) was noted at Achnanclach near Loch Loyal, 
Waternish Ridge, Canna, Gairloch and Ockle in Ardnamurchan, between 25 June and 10 

August. Although now a scarce breeder on Eigg, a few pairs probably bred around Struidh, 
Grulin and elsewhere.  
 

Summer/Autumn /Winter:  There were 151 BirdTrack records during the period 
May-December (181 in 2022). Monthly peaks were 40 at Harrapool on 26 July, 

40+ at Kilchoan on 11 August, 70 at Neist Point on 11 September, 65 at Inver on 
24 October, 20 at Dornoch on 26 November and 25 there on 25 December. 

Elsewhere, there were 50 at Firemore, Inverasdale on 2 and 26 September, 30 at 
Cove on 22 October, 30 at Inverpolly on 30 August, 27 at Sanna Bay on 7 August 

and 25 at Achnahaird on 11 July, Waterloo on 12 July and Duirinish, Skye on 21 
July. Flocks of 20 birds were also seen at Achiltibuie, Eigg, Handa and, on Skye, at 

Trumpan, Gedintailor and The Storr. The only truly inland records concerned 
ȰÐÒÅÓÅÎÃÅȱ ÁÔ 2ÏÇÁÒÔ ÏÎ σρ -ÁÙ ÁÎÄ )ÎÓÈ -ÁÒÓÈÅÓ ÏÎ ρς .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒȢ 
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Linnet  Linaria cannabina 
Common local resident, mainly in east; common in winter in east, 

especially about the Moray Firth.  

 
Winter/Spring: There were 863 BirdTrack records during the year (885 in 2022) 

and the peak count during this first period was 1000 at Muckerach, Abernethy on 
10 February. Other high counts were 650 at Balliemore, Nethy Bridge on 10 

January, 300 at Balspardon on 22 January, 300 at Boat of Garten on 15 March and 
200 at Dornoch on 1 January. As usual, few were seen away from the Moray Firth 

and Strathspey and 50 at Nuide Farm on 9 March was the only Badenoch record. 
No site in the north and NW coasts of Sutherland, Wester Ross, Skye or the islands 

or Lochaber held more than six birds.   
 
Breeding: Again, there were few records of proven breeding. An occupied nest was noted 
at Allanfearn on 26 May and fledged young were reported at Whiteness Head on 4 June. 

Elsewhere, breeding was proven at four other sites. On Eigg, several family groups were 
noted in July/early August.  
 

Summer/Autumn/Winter: Peak monthly counts were 300 at Dornoch Links on 
25 June, 28 at Torrisdale on 27 July, 100 at Alturlie on 3 August, 200 at Tarbat Ness 

on 6 September, 350 at Portmahomack on 28 September, 250 at Dornoch on 30 
October, 200 at Davidston, Cromarty on 15 November, 600 at Nethy Bridge on 30 

November and 150 at Dornoch Point on 22 December. Flocks elsewhere included 
50 at Loch Eriboll on 17 September, 45 at Torrisdale Bay on 11 September, 30 at 

Glendale on 11 September, 15 at Loch Sunart on 7 September but none were noted 
in the NW after six birds were seen at Scourie on 5 October.  

 

 

Common (Mealy) Redpoll  Acanthis flammea 
Scarce migrant and winter visitor in variable numbers; may breed 

in small numbers.  

 
Winter/Spring/Summer: There were many more records than usual, mostly in 
the north and west, between 5 February and 15 August. Six birds were at Creag 

Meagaidh on 29 April, five at Corrieshalloch on 22 June and three at Loch Ewe on 
8 July. A light spring passage was noted, with records of one or two birds, or 

presence, between 15 May and 4 June at Garbole (Strathdearn), Tubeg (Skerray), 
Portree and Uig, and eight on Handa on 17 June. Small numbers of birds claimed 

to be of this species were also reported at 23 other locations throughout the 

region. 
 
Breeding: Six displaying birds at Shieldaig on 3 May showed characteristics of Greenland 
Redpolls (Acanthis flammea rostrata). Birds showing characteristics of Iceland Redpolls 
(A. f. islandica) were reported displaying at this site on 22 March 2022. Two birds were  
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noted at Cairn Gorm Ski Area, where breeding may have occurred in 2022, on 3 June and 

19 July. 

 
Autumn/Winter: Two birds were reported at Tarbat Ness on 22 October and two 

at Inverness on 5 December, with  singles or presence also noted at Culloden on 21 

November, Strath Dearn on 28 December and Tulloch in Strathspey on 31 
December. Small numbers of birds claimed to be of this species were also reported 

at three other locations in Badenoch & Strathspey. 
 

 

Lesser Redpoll  Acanthis cabaret 
Common breeder; winters in variable numbers.  
 
Winter/Spring: There were fewer records and lower counts than in 2022. The 
only counts in excess of 20 during the first four months were 100 at Balliemore, 
near Nethy Bridge on 21 January, 60 at Corrimony on 2 January, 28 at 
Clachnaharry on 4 January, 25 on Ashie Moor on 7 January, 180 at Craig 
Phadrig/Craig Dunain on 19 March and 26 at Auchnagallin, Grantown-on-Spey on  
 
2 April. Additionally, a flock of 150 unspecified Lesser/Common Redpolls was 
noted at Loch Brora on 4 January. 
 
Summer/Breeding: The highest summer counts were 23, including juveniles, at 
Invershin Farm, Lairg on 30 June, 50 at Creag Meagaidh on 2 July and 80, including 
juveniles, near Letters on Loch Broom on 25 July. Proven breeding was noted at only five 
other sites, with the earliest occupied nest found at Allt Mhuic Butterfly Reserve, Loch 
Arkaig on 28 May and the latest fledged young at Ruthven, Insh Marshes on 28 July.  

 
Autumn/Winter:  There were much better numbers in Badenoch & Strathspey, 
with 220 birds at Boat of Garten on 18 August, 120 at Dell Lodge, Nethy Bridge on 
8 September, 120 at Insh Marshes on 30 September, 200 at Insh Marshes on 18 
October, 160 at Loch Alvie on 16 October, 250 at Easter Tulloch, Abernethy on 24 
November, 120 at Croftjames, Skye of Curr on 4 December, 160 at Insh on 6 
December, 250 at Drumguish on 7 December, 300 at Ruthven on 10 December, 
150 at Tulloch, Abernethy on 10 December, 150 at Dell of Killiehuntly on 15 
December, 100 at Beinn Mhor, north of Dulnain Bridge on 26 December and 400 
at Tulloch on 31 December. Elsewhere, 410 were at Torbreck, Rogart on 26 
August, 60 at The Plock, Kyle Alsh on 5 September and 60 in Glen Strathfarrar on 
10 November. Additionally, there were flocks of unspecified Lesser/Common 
Redpolls (almost certainly Lesser Redpolls), notably 200 at Delbog, Abernethy on 
30 September, 600 there on 1 October and 150 at Loch Pityoulish on 22 November. 
 
 
 



                                                                 

182 

 

Parrot Crossbill  Loxia pytyopsittacus 
Very local breeder in Strathspey, rare elsewhere . 
 

No records of this species were submitted to SBRC for consideration, but three 
claims were reported. 

 
 

Scottish Crossbill  Loxia scotica 
Uncommon local breeder, but more widespread than used to be 

thought . 
 
Although one record of this species was submitted to HRC for consideration, the 
Committee felt unable to assess it at this time owing to a lack of acceptable criteria 
and the record is meanwhile pended. In total, 76 claims were reported.  
 

 
Common Crossbill  Loxia curvirostra 
Widespread breeder in coniferous forests throughout the region; 

regular (irruptive) migrant.  

 
Winter/Spring: There were 105 BirdTrack records in January-April from about 
67 named sites (103 and 71 respectively in 2022). The few large counts were 55 
at Craig Phadrig/Craig Dunain on 23 January, 20 by Loch Kemp, near Whitebridge 
on 4 April, 18 at Blackfold on 5 February, 12 at Loch Knockie, near Whitebridge on 
23 March, and 10 at Badaguish, near Loch Morlich on 3 February and at Achabeag, 
Morvern on 6 February. Records from Forsinard, of four birds on 22 February and 
presence on 27 February and 28 April, were the only records in Sutherland. Four 
records of one or two birds came from Skye and 15 were from Lochaber. There 
were many records from around the Moray Firth, Easter Ross, the Great Glen area 
and Badenoch & Strathspey.  
 
Breeding: The only reports of proven breeding (recently fledged young) came on 15 
March from Kingshouse in Glencoe, on 28 April from Forsinard, on 6 May from Harrapool, 
on 6 June from Balgowan near Laggan Bridge, on 25 June at Craig Phadrig/Craig Dunain 
and on 8 July at Loch Ashie. 

 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: There were 172 BirdTrack records in May-December 
from about 70 named sites (118 and 70 respectively in 2022). Counts over 10 
were: 20 at Inverlaidnan Estate, Slochd on 6 October, 20 over Ord Hill on 22 
October, 20 at Boat of Garten on 5 November, 20 at Craig an Laruinn Forest near 
Bridge of Brown on 19 November, 15 at Craig Phadrig/Craig Dunain on 25 June, 
15 at Loch Ashie South on 3 September, 14 at Lochan Mor, Rothiemurchus on 25 
September, 14 at Torr Alvie, Kinrara on 28 December, 12 at Loch Affric on 11 June, 
12 at Balgowan on 30 June and 12 at Cromdale on 22 September. Outwith the 
expected areas, there were 10 records in Sutherland, with a maximum of six birds  
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at Forsinard on 29 July, six records in Skye, maximum four birds at Harrapool on 
6 May, one on Isle of Muck on 8 May, 15 at Killiechonate Woods on 10 September 
and up to six birds at 21 other sites in Lochaber.  
 
[Crossbill species]  
Winter/Spring: There were 132 BirdTrack records during January-April (161 in 
2022). The highest counts were 15 at Dell of Killiehuntly on 3 January, 12 at 
Tulloch Station on 5 January, 12 at Uath Lochan, near Insh on 21 February, 12 at 
Loch Einich on 9 April, 12 at Glenmore on 25 April, 11 at Feshiebridge on 9 January 
and 10 west of Loch Morlich on 13 February.  
 
Breeding: The first song was heard at Craig Dunain on 14 February and breeding was 
proven at six sites, with fledged young seen between 5 April, at South Channain, south of 
Forsinard, and 10 July, at Badan Dubh, near Insh.  

 
Autumn/Winter: There were 135 records during May-December (165 in 2022). 
The highest counts were 30 in Strath Dearn on 14 November, 25 at Drumguish on 
11 November, 24 at Tomvaich, Grantown-on-Spey on 2 June, 22 at Abriachan on 
25 November, 20 at Aigas on 25 October, 17 at Dell of Killiehuntly on 12 July, 15 
at Loch Garten on 14 November, 12 at Morangie Forest on 30 May and 11 at Tain 
on 24 December.  
 
 

Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis 
Widespread, often abundant, throughout the region.  
 
Winter/Spring: BirdTrack records of 10 or more birds during January to April 
came from only 27 sites (47 in 2022). Monthly maxima were 70 at Milton of 
Culloden on 26 January, 30 in an Aviemore garden on 6 February, 30 at Alturlie on 
26 February, 50 at Merkinch on 21 March and 16 at Clachnaharry to South Kessock 
on 14 April. Records came from all areas, but notable were 20 birds at Morar on 2 
January, 65 at Lochlonghead on 27 January, 30 at Achiltibuie on 31 January, 30 at 
Duirinish, Skye on 31 March and three on Canna on 18 April. 
 
Breeding: The first singing bird was reported at Smithton on 17 February, with nest-
building noted at Kinellan on 27 March. Breeding was proven at 24 sites (12 in 2022) with 
fledged young first seen at Clachnaharry on 18 May. It was a very productive season on 
Eigg.  

 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: Monthly peaks were 20 at Pityoulish on 30 June, 30 
at Ferry Point, Dingwall on 28 July, 120 at Achabeag, Morvern on 23 August, 250 
at Ruthven, Insh Marshes on 18 September, 75 at Portmahomack on 15 October, 
45 at Portmahomack on 22 November and 20 in an Aviemore garden on 17 
December. Other notable records were of 15 birds on Canna on 3 July, 11 at 
Inverpolly on 13 July, 30 at Laudale, Loch Sunart  on 7 August, 15 on Handa on 8 
August, 60 juveniles at Shiel Bridge, Acharacle on 19 August, 50 at Hallin, Skye on 
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22 August, 25 on Eigg on 24 August, 30 at Laide Wood on 26 August,  50 at North 
Ballachulish on 29 August, 50 at Glendale, Skye on 7 September, 60 at Duirinish 
on 9 September, 100 at Cove on 9 September, 24 at Balloan, south of Lairg on 15 
September, 42 at Balnakeil on 23 September, 50 at Traigh Beach, Arisaig on 25 
September, 50 at Melness on 4 October,  40 at Loch Borralie, Durness on 23 
October, five on Rum on 25 October and 30 in Strath Dearn on 7 November. 
 

 

Siskin  Spinus spinus 
Common breeder and common migrant . 

 
Winter/Spring:  Although there were 10 or more birds at 16 locations in January, 

flock sizes were generally much smaller than in 2022. Monthly peaks were 80 at 

Spey Bridge on 1 January, 110 at Craig Phadrig/Craig Dunain on 17 February, 170 
there on 19 March and 75 at Balblair on 15 April. Most flocks were considerably 

smaller and 100 at Culloden Wood on 5 February was the only other three-figure 
count. Records were widespread but there were very few birds in Sutherland until 

April. 

Breeding: First song was heard at Aviemore on 20 February, first fledged young were 
noted at Lochlonghead on 28 April and breeding was proven at 10 sites. On Eigg, this 
ȰÒÅÁÓÏÎÁÂÌÙ ÃÏÍÍÏÎ ÂÒÅÅÄÅÒ ÐÒÏÂÁÂÌÙ ÈÁÄ Á ÍÏÄÅÒÁÔÅÌÙ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÆÕÌ ÓÅÁÓÏÎ.ȱ 

 

Summer/Autumn/Winter . Monthly peaks and triple-figure counts were 65 at 

Lochlonghead on 19 June, 200 at Tulloch Moor on 6 July, 100, mainly juveniles, at 
Ballochbuie, Invertromie on 13 July, 120 at Letters, Loch Broom on 25 July, 500 at 

Dalrachney, Carrbridge on 21 August, 120 in Portree Forestry on 28 August, 100 
at Inverdruie on 30 August, 100 at Lochan Dubh, near Aviemore on 25 September, 

75 in the Delbog area, Abernethy on 17 October, 50 at Mains of Cromdale on 24 
November, 400 at Pityoulish on 14 December and 100 at Dornoch on 25 

December. There were few records from Sutherland, the last being of 20 birds at 
Loch Naver on 11 November.  

 

 

Lapland Bunting  Calcarius lapponicus 
Rare passage migrant and winter visitor.  
 

Autumn:  One bird on Rum on 21 November was the only record.  
 

 

Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis 
Rare breeder; locally common migrant and winter visitor.  
 

Winter/Spring: There were 70 BirdTrack records up until 8 April (50 in 2022). 

Of these, 38 came from, or near, the Cairn Gorm Car Park, where peak counts were 
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25 on 10 January, 40 on 25 February, 32 on 2 March and 27 on 25 April. Elsewhere 

in the Cairngorms, there were two on Carn Ban Mor and 25 on Sgor Gaoith on 6 
February, and two at Cadha Mor, above Glen Einich on 7 April. Other birds on high 

ground were two at Bealach na Ba on 2 January, three on Carn Ghluasaid, Glen 
Shiel on 26 January, one on Toll Creagach, Glen Affric on 13 February, two on Ben 

Nevis on 26 February and present on Sgurr ÎÁ Èȭ5ÌÁÉÄÈȟ 'ÌÅÎÃÏÅ ÏÎ τ -ÁÒÃÈȢ 
Biggest numbers were at Dornoch, with 40 on 28 January, 50 on 6 February and a 

last report on 14 March. Other records from low ground were six birds at Strathy 
Point on 9 April and 1-3 at Boat of Garten, Fearnmore on the north Applecross 

coast, Gartymore near Helmsdale, Mellon Udrigle, Nethy Bridge, Sconser and Uig.  
 
Breeding: On Cairn Gorm, there were eight birds on 17 May, 16 birds on 4 July, two 
singing males and a fledgling on 6 July, and a fledged juvenile was seen there on 26 July. 
Six birds were seen around Braeriach summit on 25 May, with three singing males on 2 

June, and a singing male was at Monadh Mor on 3 June. Four singing males were on Ben 
Nevis on 19 May, with two nearby on 9 July, and a singing male was on neighbouring 
Aonach Beag/Aonach Mor on 1 June. One was singing on Geal Charn (Drumochter) on 7 

June. Four birds were on Ben Alder on 19 May and one on Beinn Eighe on 30 May. 

 

Autumn/Winter: On Cairn Gorm, 77 birds were counted on 31 October, 14 on 21 
November and 38 on 11 December. Dornoch held three on 9 November, increasing 

to 19 on 14 November and 12 still present on 30 December. Elsewhere, seven 
were on Ben Wyvis on 17 October, 30 at Carnach, Arisaig on 25 November, 30 at 

Coignafearn on 5 December and 10 at Coul Links on 30 December. Other sites with 
up to six birds were Advie, Ben Nevis, Broadford, Carn Ban Mor, Dalnahaitnach, 

Fionn Bheinn, Heaste Road, Lairg, Rum, Fersit South, Lochindorb, Strathpeffer and 
Tarbat Ness. 
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Snow Bunting, Cairn Gorm  ©  Sue Seright 

 

Corn Bunting  Emberiza calandra 
Rare local breeder, now close to local extinction.  
 
Winter/Spring:  In January to May, one to three birds were seen over a rather 
wide area near Inverness Airport, from Alturlie in the west to Balnagowan in the 
east, including Ardersier, Balspardon, Castle Stuart, Fisherton, Tornagrain and 
Wester Dalziel. 
 
Summer/Breeding: At least two singing males were reported at Alturlie on 22 May and 
one was calling from a crop field at Ardersier on 26 July. One or two birds were seen in a 
more restricted area of Wester Dalziel and Tornagrain and two birds, both carrying food 
were at Wester Dalziel on 27 June. The last record was of two at Wester Dalziel, on 17 
August. 

 

 

Yellowhammer  Emberiza citronella 
Locally common resident in east but declining, especially in 

Badenoch & Strathspey; scarce in north and west, but may be 

increasing, especially in west.  
 

Winter/Spring: During the first four months BirdTrack records were received 
from about 93 named sites (92 in 2022). Monthly maxima were only 30 at Hilton 
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of Cadboll on 16 January, 24 at Ardersier on 18 February, 40 at Tain on 7 March 

and 30 at Wester/Easter Dalziel on 12 April. Most records were from, or fairly 
near, the Moray Firth and one bird at Altandhu, near Achiltibuie on 3 April was the 

only record from the north and NW coasts. On Skye, a single was seen at Galtrigill 
on 11 February and one at Glen Shiel on 25 April is noteworthy. Sutherland peaks 

were five at Gartymore, Helmsdale on 7 January and eight at Skelbo on 23 March. 
Up to three birds were at nine sites in Lochaber, there were few in Strathspey, 

maximum four at Auchgourish Woodland on 2 April, and two at Insh Marshes on 
13 February was the only Badenoch record.  

 
Breeding: Although the first song was reported at Tain on 27 February, there were no 

early reports of birds visiting nests and it was not until 1 June that breeding was proven 
with a bird carrying food or faecal material at Tain. Proven breeding was also noted at Allt 
Fearn, Alturlie, Speyside Way and Tain.  

 
Autumn/Winter: Numbers were exceptionally low and the only double-figure 

flocks were of 33 birds at Fort George on 26 October, 26 at Tarbat Ness also on 26 
October and 11 there on 30 October. Most records were from, or fairly near, the 

Moray Firth, with those of two birds at Gartymore on 28 November and eight at 
Golspie on 8 December the furthest north. Elsewhere, there was one at Fort 

Augustus on 4 September, four at Drumnadrochit on 7 November and one at 
Dundreggan on 15 November. On 1 August, three were at Nethy Bridge, where the 

last record was on 20 October, and there were no reports from elsewhere in 
Badenoch & Strathspey. In Lochaber, there were five birds at Kilchoan on 13 

October and 11 November, five between Gairlochy and Banavie on 8 September 
and up to four at Achabeag, Allt Fearn, Arisaig, Kinlochleven, Rhu Road and 

Shielfoot. 
 

 

Reed Bunting  Emberiza schoeniclus 
Locally common resident, particularly in east; scarce in uplands.  
 
Winter/Spring: The only double-figure counts were 24 at Dornoch on 1 January, 
11 there on 7 January, 11 at Easter & Wester Dalziel on 30 April, 10 there on 12 
April and 10 at Tain on 7 March. Away from the Moray Firth and Loch Ruthven 
areas, six were seen at Inverasdale on 7 March, four at Dornoch Point on 8 March 
and one or two at another 17 Sutherland sites. Five were at Portree on 5 March 
and up to two at another eight sites in Skye. Singles were also at Alltbeithe, west 
of Loch Affric, Corrimony, Dundreggan, Fersit, Glen Moriston, Loch Achanalt and 
Loch Kishorn, with three at Bridge of Oich on 25 April. Up to four birds were noted 
at 27 locations in Badenoch & Strathspey and up to three at six Lochaber sites.  
 
Breeding: The first report of singing was not until 19 March, at Tulloch, Abernethy. Nest-
building was reported on 4 April at Clachnaharry, where a bird was carrying food or a 
faecal sac on 25 April. Proven breeding was only noted at six other sites. Birds were 
present on Eigg but with no evidence of breeding. There were 45 territories at Insh 
Marshes (52 in 2022). 
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Autumn/Winter: There were 123 BirdTrack records from 59 named sites (89 
and 45 respectively in 2022). Numbers were low, with peaks of seven at Skeabost 
on 18 September, six at Easter and Wester Dalziel on 4 October, five at Drumguish 
on 19 November and 20 at Loch Eye on 20 December. Records were again mainly 
from around the Moray Firth. In NW Sutherland, birds (maximum three) were 
noted at 10 sites and two birds were observed on Rum in October and November.  
Three sites in Skye held birds and records came from 12 sites in Badenoch & 
Strathspey, maximum seven birds at Drumguish on 25 December. Six were at 
Morar on 10 September and one or two were at another six Lochaber sites. 
 
 

Ovenbird Seiurus aurocapilla 
Vagrant . 
 
Autumn:  One at Kilmory and Shamhnan Insir, Rum on 23 September was the first 
for Highland.  
 
 
 
 
 

Escapes and presumed feral birds  
 
Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis    
The feral flock from Highland Wildlife Park, Kincraig was reported widely from 
Badenoch & Strathspey.  Reports included 120 birds at Dell of Killiehuntly on 2 
July and 147 on 26 August. 

 
Bar-headed Goose Anser indicus 
There was a report of a single at Udale Bay on 5 May. 
 

 
Ruddy Shelduck  Tadorna ferruginea 
The only submitted records were of a single at Dingwall on 22 April and 11 
September.  
 

Golden Pheasant Chrysololophus pictus 
A single sighting on Skye, of three birds at Greshornish on 8 March, was the only 
record. 
 

Eurasian Eagle Owl  Bubo bubo  
A single was heard calling on 1 March from a thickly wooded area in the eastern 
Monadhliaths, Inverness-shire.  
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First and last dates of common migrants  
 

Summer Visitors*  First  Last  Winter Visitors**  Last First  

Swift 02-May 09-Oct  Brent Goose 11-May 12-Sep 

Cuckoo 12-Apr 06-Sep  Barnacle Goose 04-Apr 04-Oct 

Whimbrel 13-Apr 11-Oct  Pink-footed Goose 29-May 04-Sep 

Common Sandpiper 10-Apr 27-Nov  White-fronted Goose 07-Apr 11-Oct 

LBB Gull 05-Mar 24-Oct  Whooper Swan 05-Apr 22-Sep 

Sandwich Tern 19-Mar 04-Oct  Shoveler 22-May 08-Sep 

Little Tern 08-May 22-Aug  Pintail 25-May 09-Sep 

Common Tern 12-Apr 17-Oct  Pochard *** 17-Oct 

Arctic Tern 28-Apr 29-Oct  Scaup 01-May 29-Aug 

 Great Skua 21-Mar 20-Oct  Long-tailed Duck 13-May 14-Sep 

Arctic Skua 23-Apr 17-Nov  Turnstone 15-Jun 21-Jul 

Manx Shearwater 28-Mar 19-Oct  Sanderling 14-Jun 02-Jul 

Osprey 09-Mar 09-Nov  Purple Sandpiper 13-May 10-Jul 

Sand Martin 18-Mar 11-Oct  Jack Snipe 09-Apr 13-Oct 

Swallow 19-Mar 21-Nov  Glaucous Gull 22-May 11-Sep 

House Martin 29-Mar 21-Oct  Iceland Gull 05-Jun 11-Sep 

Wood Warbler 24-Apr 16-Sep  Little Auk 25-Feb 15-Oct 

Willow Warbler  02-Apr 29-Oct  Waxwing 24-Apr 15-Oct 

Chiffchaff 18-Mar 19-Nov  Fieldfare 29-Apr 06-Sep 

Sedge Warbler 17-Apr 30-Oct  Redwing 07-Apr 25-Aug 

Grasshopper Warbler 16-Apr 23-Aug  Brambling 12-May 26-Aug 

Blackcap 31-Mar 30-Oct  Snow Bunting 09-Apr 17-Oct 

Garden Warbler 04-May 13-Oct     

Whitethroat 19-Apr 15-Sep  * excludes known wintering birds 

Ring Ouzel 27-Mar 19-Nov  **excludes breeders, summering birds 

Spotted Flycatcher 13-Apr 24-Oct     or birds of dubious origin  

Pied Flycatcher 08-May 28-Aug  ***no winter/spring records  

Redstart 14-Apr 22-Aug     

Whinchat 20-Apr 01-Sep     

Wheatear 17-Mar 26-Oct     

Tree Pipit 09-Apr 10-Aug     
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A fascinating insight into the world of 
offshore wildlife recording, this book, 
edited by Andrew Thorpe, NSBC 
Recorder 1999-2019, covers 40 
years of data collection from offshore 
installations in the North Sea. Whilst 
primarily focussing on birds, 
chapters also cover bats, butterflies 
and moths and marine animals. 

The editor has combined a series of 
entertaining anecdotes and 
experiences with some hard data, 
illustrated throughout with 
illustrations and 32 pages of colour 
photographs, all taken offshore. 

 

A systematic List covers the 240+ 
bird species recorded, with 
associated graphs analysing 
occurrence. 

Be amazed at how some of our 
common garden birds like Wrens and 
Robins, turn up in the middle of the 
North Sea and discover why, every 
year, owls appear on oil rigs and 
platforms! 

(ISBN 978-1-9999882-5-8) Price 
£17.50 plus £3.50 p&p 

To obtain an order form email 
Andrew.Thorpe147@btinternet.com

mailto:Andrew.Thorpe147@btinternet.com
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Bird r inging in Highland recording area during 202 3                                                                       
HUGH INSLEY 

 
 
This report is a summary of the much more comprehensive Online Ringing and Nest Recording 

Report for 2023 (http://www.bto.org/ringing-report) using the figures presented for the 

Highland Bird Recording area. For reasons of confidentiality some species which are included 

within the national totals may be excluded from the Highland totals. 

The overall total of birds ringed in Highland in 2023 were 25574 which is within 1.2% of the 

running ten-year average number ringed, although some five or six thousand below what has 

been achieved in the best recent years. In addition around 5500 birds already carrying rings 

were recaptured taking the total number of birds handled by ringers in Highland to around 

35000.  Magpie was a new species for the Highland ringing list in 2023. The only surprise 

about that, given how long they have now been breeding here, is that it has taken until now for 

the species to be added.  

Some idea of the contribution made by ringers in Highland to the overall achievement for 

different species in Britain and Ireland can be gained by comparing the Highland ringing totals 

with the Britain and Ireland totals in Table 1. Although ringing activity was heavily impacted 

by first of all the Covid 19 restrictions, followed almost immediately by the Avian Flu (HPAI) 

epidemic, which lead to a suspension of seabird ringing. Those restrictions were largely lifted 

in 2023 although at the start of the year recovery totals were still being affected by the number 

of seabirds still being killed by the disease around areas such as the Moray Firth. 

 

Table 1. Summary of Ringing Totals for the Highland Bird Recording Area in 2023. 

Juveniles are those birds identified as being in their first calendar year; adults are all birds in 

their second or later calendar years. Some birds cannot be aged by plumage characteristics. 

These unaged birds are tabulated separately and are included in the totals for the year. Those 

species for which more than fifteen per cent of the overall total were ringed in Highland are 

highlighted in bold in the table. Re-traps are birds recaught at or near to the ringing site. 

Recoveries are those birds reported elsewhere or found dead. 

 

Species 
 
Nestling 

 
Juvenile 

 
Adult 

 
Unaged High- GB&I Re-  Re- 

     land  traps coveries 

Barnacle Goose  0 0 0 0 0 361 0 1 

Greylag Goose  0 1 0 0 1 232 0 0 

Shelduck  0 0 1 0 1 236 0 0 

Wigeon  0 7 35 0 42 442 1 0 

Mallard  3 9 10 0 22 650 0 0 

Teal  0 0 4 0 4 619 0 1 

Eider  0 0 20 0 20 45 61 3 

Common Scoter  0 0 0 0 0 2 0 1 

http://www.bto.org/ringing-report
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Goldeneye  0 0 2 0 2 8 0 0 

Goosander  0 0 1 0 1 7 0 0 

Storm Petrel  0 0 413 0 413 5365 60 6 

Manx Shearwater  0 12 0 0 12 6863 0 0 

Little Grebe  1 0 0 0 1 6 0 0 

Grey Heron  13 0 0 0 13 116 0 0 

Shag  471 0 24 0 495 3771 24 24 

Cormorant  79 0 0 0 79 625 0 5 

Osprey  68 0 0 0 68 199 0 34 

Golden Eagle  10 0 0 0 10 55 0 0 

Sparrowhawk  10 12 5 0 27 712 4 4 

Goshawk  3 0 0 0 3 325 0 0 

Hen Harrier  67 0 0 0 67 513 0 3 

Red Kite  27 1 0 0 28 185 0 1 

White-tailed Eagle  33 0 0 0 33 82 1 6 

Buzzard  58 3 1 0 62 294 5 1 

Water Rail  0 0 1 0 1 104 0 0 

Corncrake  0 0 9 0 9 12 1 0 

Moorhen  0 3 1 0 4 271 0 0 

Oystercatcher  16 3 92 0 111 1516 19 12 

Lapwing  12 0 1 0 13 1779 0 0 

Ringed Plover  15 0 0 0 15 590 0 0 

Curlew  70 0 10 0 80 1135 0 2 

Bar-tailed Godwit  0 2 1 0 3 184 0 0 

Turnstone  0 6 8 0 14 358 1 0 

Knot  0 120 0 0 120 817 0 181 

Dunlin  0 82 46 0 128 3197 5 2 

Woodcock  0 111 223 0 334 2006 2 8 

Jack Snipe  0 6 6 92 104 738 9 0 

Snipe  1 5 14 18 38 762 1 0 

Common Sandpiper  7 0 3 0 10 78 6 0 

Redshank  0 29 65 0 94 1381 21 3 

Wood Sandpiper  6 0 2 0 8 10 1 2 

Greenshank  1 0 0 0 1 13 0 0 

Kittiwake  105 0 49 0 154 992 57 1 

Black-headed Gull  0 0 5 0 5 697 0 11 

Common Gull  26 0 6 0 32 218 1 3 

Great Black-backed Gull  15 2 0 0 17 550 0 0 

Herring Gull  101 0 2 0 103 2,227 1 1 

Lesser Black-backed Gull  1 0 0 0 1 2230 0 0 

Common Tern  149 0 0 0 149 1645 0 22 

Arctic Tern  22 0 0 0 22 360 0 3 

Great Skua  0 0 0 0 0 1 0 2 

Arctic Skua  0 0 0 0 0 45 0 1 

Guillemot  663 0 185 0 848 3495 439 39 

Razorbill  139 0 70 0 209 1927 36 13 

Puffin  7 0 33 0 40 1697 1 1 

Rock Dove  1 10 20 4 35 334 1 192 
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Woodpigeon  0 4 20 0 24 1313 13 1 

Cuckoo  1 1 1 0 3 80 0 0 

Barn Owl  184 2 5 0 191 10134 0 7 

Tawny Owl  72 3 11 0 86 1688 5 1 

Long-eared Owl  0 4 2 0 6 145 0 0 

Short-eared Owl  3 1 0 0 4 249 0 0 

Swift  13 0 1 0 14 924 0 0 

Great Spotted Woodpecker  0 18 17 3 38 1563 21 0 

Kestrel  69 0 0 0 69 2368 0 0 

Merlin  10 0 0 0 10 357 0 0 

Peregrine  9 0 0 0 9 406 0 0 

Jay  0 0 2 2 4 328 1 0 

Magpie  4 0 0 0 4 495 0 0 

Jackdaw  2 5 0 0 7 2082 0 0 

Rook  0 0 1 0 1 441 0 1 

Carrion Crow  0 0 0 1 1 164 0 0 

Hooded Crow  1 1 0 0 2 61 0 0 

Raven  8 0 0 0 8 169 0 0 

Coal Tit  31 920 403 13 1367 11492 846 8 

Crested Tit  0 0 3 0 3 20 0 0 

Blue Tit  712 633 463 0 1808 1E+05 357 5 

Great Tit  188 608 330 3 1129 51229 362 5 

Skylark  0 0 17 26 43 2474 1 0 

Sand Martin  0 43 117 0 160 9477 4 0 

Swallow  144 4 12 0 160 21540 2 1 

House Martin  0 1 0 0 1 1534 0 0 

Long-tailed Tit  0 7 67 182 256 15782 72 0 

Willow Warbler  13 319 68 0 400 21434 47 1 

Chiffchaff  0 76 19 7 102 48653 13 0 

Wood Warbler  0 1 0 0 1 210 0 0 

Sedge Warbler  0 8 18 0 26 17778 2 0 

Grasshopper Warbler  0 1 0 0 1 1706 0 0 

Blackcap  0 54 22 1 77 58217 11 0 

Whitethroat  0 8 4 0 12 13493 1 0 

Firecrest  0 1 0 0 1 951 0 0 

Goldcrest  0 341 66 34 441 19535 124 2 

Wren  0 67 19 3 89 12891 39 0 

Nuthatch  0 1 0 0 1 2236 0 0 

Treecreeper  0 18 22 29 69 1615 28 0 

Starling  38 156 127 1 322 20005 25 4 

Blackbird  25 280 291 0 596 19492 317 13 

Fieldfare  0 7 4 0 11 1351 0 0 

Redwing  0 245 173 0 418 13990 0 1 

Song Thrush  15 20 28 0 63 4681 7 0 

Mistle Thrush  0 0 2 0 2 124 0 0 

Spotted Flycatcher  5 0 0 0 5 937 0 0 

Robin  16 289 154 2 461 21688 319 2 
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Redstart  35 0 0 0 35 1762 0 0 

Whinchat  2 0 0 0 2 632 0 0 

Stonechat  5 6 5 0 16 2098 0 0 

Wheatear  0 1 2 0 3 957 0 0 

Dipper  17 0 0 0 17 1547 0 0 

House Sparrow  31 300 130 180 641 13857 72 9 

Tree Sparrow  242 2 3 0 247 7294 1 2 

Dunnock  5 190 79 41 315 15258 210 0 

Grey Wagtail  5 0 1 0 6 854 0 0 

Pied Wagtail  24 4 1 0 29 1749 0 0 

Meadow Pipit  16 133 15 0 164 16584 0 0 

Rock Pipit  0 2 2 13 17 521 2 0 

Chaffinch  6 2126 1224 10 3366 24187 468 20 

Brambling  0 19 13 0 32 1338 1 1 

Bullfinch  8 18 31 0 57 4046 12 0 

Greenfinch  0 434 398 0 832 16464 73 8 

Twite  0 1 79 2 82 437 35 1 

Linnet  0 1 204 0 205 8208 30 0 

Common Redpoll  0 6 2 0 8 361 0 0 

Lesser Redpoll  0 191 281 3 475 19772 65 6 

Goldfinch  5 366 737 1 1109 42214 257 12 

Siskin  0 392 1569 0 1961 13964 648 26 

Yellowhammer  0 3 6 0 9 4461 0 0 

Reed Bunting  0 3 21 0 24 8734 5 0 

Totals (Highland only)  4164 8769 8660 671 22264  5255 726 

The most obvious results from all the ringing activity reported in Table 1 comes in the form of 

the recovery reports, for which a selection is shown in Table 2. While birds found in Africa are 

always exciting and Table 2 includes reports of an Osprey in Mauritania, and Common Terns 

from Avoch in Guinea and Senegal, where a recent series of South African expeditions to catch 

terns at  la Langue de Barbarie have resulted in a string of recoveries of Highland birds.  

Some of the most interesting results come from long term projects such as the Common 

Sandpiper ringed at East Port near Cromdale in 2016 and seen by a Dutch ornithologist in 

Guinea Bissau in February 2020, which was recaptured at Pollowick, close to its original 

ringing site in June 2023 after nearly seven years. Even that age takes it less than halfway to 

the National longevity record for the species. 

The longevity National records have been given for all species mentioned in Table 2 although 

in 2023 only one, Wood Sandpiper, set a new record. This was caught eight years to the day 

after it had first been ringed in 2015. 

While foreign recoveries and long-lived birds are always interesting some of the British 

recoveries are equally surprising. For the only Pink-footed Goose to be included in the 

Highland part of the on-line ringing report to have been ringed on St Maryôs in the Scillies was 

extraordinary while the tale of how that came about was even more so. From a bird originating 

from as far south as it is possible to get to one from the opposite extreme like the young 
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Bardister, Shetland bred Sparrowhawk, surely one of the most northerly nests for the species 

in Britain, which was found dead near Tarbat Ness is amazing. 

Finally recoveries of Bramblings ringed locally during the influx in winter 2021-22 continue 

to trickle in and AFV0004 caught by a ringer up on  Balsfjord in Troms at 69o 13ôN 19o  25ôE 

was not only one of the most northerly BTO ringed Bramblings recovered, but also a long way 

east.  

 

Table 2. Selected recoveries of birds of birds ringed or found in Highland recording area reported 
in 2023. 

Barnacle Goose 

The longevity record for this species is: 26 years 11months 11 days set in 2004. 

1503059  Ad F  25-03-2017 Balnakeil Bay, Durness. 

    Freshly dead (shot) 01-10-2023 Alftaver, Vester Skaftafells, Iceland. 914km NW 

6y 6m 6d. 

The west coast wintering Barnacle Geese are mainly Greenland breeding birds although the 
species has now also started breeding in SE Iceland. 

 

Pink -footed Goose  

The longevity record for this species is: 38 years 7 months 7 days set in 1998. 

1463211 Ad  30-09-2020 3Ô -ÁÒÙȭÓȟ )ÓÌÅÓ ÏÆ 3ÃÉÌÌÙȢ 

    Freshly dead (shot) 17-10-2023 Allanfearn, Inverness.   857km N 

3y 0m 17d. 

Scilly seems an unlikely place for Pink-footed Geese but this bird was found battered and unable 
to fly after a violent storm. After being kept overnight and checked for injuries it was ringed and 
released  into a bulb field occupied by a small flock of Pink-footed Geese, where after a week it 
was able to fly again (Neil McMahon pers. comm.).  

 

Eider  

The longevity record for this species is: 35 years 6 months 26 days set in 1994. 

The following bird was the oldest reported in Highland in 2023: 

HT58365 Ad F  31-05-1997 Nigg Ferry, Cromarty Firth. 

Caught by ringer 01-06-1999 Nigg Ferry, Cromarty Firth. 

Caught by ringer 18-05-2015 Invergordon, Cromarty Firth.  10km W 

Caught by ringer 11-07-2023 Invergordon, Cromarty Firth.  10km W 

26y 1m 10d. 
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Common Scoter 

The longevity record for this species is: 13 years 2 months 27 days set in 2009. 

GH05400 Ad F  17-06-2014 Site confidential near Loch Garry. 

 Long dead (ring only) 12-12-2023 Invergarry area. 

9y 5m 25d. Given that only the ring was found this cannot be used to indicate the longevity of this 
bird. 

 

Shag 

The longevity record for this species is: 29 years 10 months 25 days set in 2007. 

The following bird was the oldest reported in Highland in 2023: 

1379028 Nestling 08-06-2003 Castle Craig, North Sutor. 

 Freshly dead  10-11-2023 Balmungie, Black Isle.   14km SW 

20y 5m 2d. 

The following bird moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland for a bird reported in 
2023: 

1490708 Nestling  28-07-2021 Inner Farne, Seahouses, Northumberland. 

  Freshly dead 08-11-2023  Rosemarkie, Black Isle.   268km 
NNW 

2y 3m 11d. Many Shags were washed up around the Moray Firth in the winters of 2023 and almost 
all of those tested were positive for HPAI. 

 

Cormorant  

The longevity record for this species is: 21 years 6 months 21 days set in 1984. 

The following bird moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland for a bird reported and 
in 2023: 

5032431 Nestling 27-05-2023 Castle Craig, North Sutor. 

  Long dead  09-11-2023 Berkshire Trout Farm, Hungerford, W. Berks. 
716km SSE 

0y 5m 13d (net or cage)  

 

Osprey 

The longevity record for this species is: 20 years 11 months 0 days set in 2005. 

The following bird was the oldest Highland ringed Osprey reported in 2023: 

1446432 Nestling 03-07-2010 Inverness. 
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 Alive (colour rings seen)26-07-2023 Bennachie Forest, Aberdeenshire. 107km E 

13y 0m 23d. This individual has relocated from its natal area and has been breeding in 
Aberdeenshire for several years. 

The following bird rapidly moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland on its way 
south to West Africa. 

1414246 Nestling 09-07-2023 Potes, near Dornoch. 

Alive (colour rings seen)30-08-2023 St Clements,near Truro, Cornwall. 845km S 

0y 1m 21d. 

Alive (colour rings seen)02-11-2023 Diawling National Park, Mauritania . 4729km 
SSW 

0y 3m 24d. 

The following bird was found abroad and reported on 2023 (countries with 20 or fewer such 
recoveries). 

1414276  Nestling 10-07-2022 near Erracht, Loch Eye. 

Alive (colour rings seen)03-10-2022 Laguna Huerta Las Pilas, Algeciras, Spain 2407km 
S 

0y 2m 23d. 

Alive (colour rings seen)25-10-2023 'ÏÖÅÒÎÅÒȭÓ ,ÏÏËÏÕÔȟ Gibralter . 2406km S 

1y 3m 15d.  

 

Sparrowhawk  

The longevity record for this species is: 17 years 1 month 11 days set in 1999. 

The following bird moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland. 

DT62320 Nestling M 05-07-2023 Bardister, Shetland. 

  Long dead 15-11-2023 near Wilkhaven, Tarbat Ness. 324km SSW 

0y 4m 10d 

 

 

Oystercatcher  

The longevity record for this species is: 41 years 1 month 5 days set in 2017. 

The following bird was the oldest reported in Highland in 2023: 

FA31947 Adult  09-04-1994 Skelbo, Loch Fleet. 

  Freshly dead 23-01-2023 Littleferry. 2km 

28y 9m 14d 
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The following birds moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland. 

FP47549 Adult  17-03-2018 River Spey, Newtonmore. 

Alive (ring read in the field) 02-02-2023 Fenit Island Beach, Kerry. 650km SW 

4y 10m 16d 

  Long Dead 03-05-2023 Invertromie. 6km ENE Alive 

5y-1m 16d 

FH73361  Adult  16-10-2015  Whiteford Sands, Gower, Swansea. 

Freshly dead 21-05-2023 Coignascallan, Findhorn Valley. 623km N 

7y-7m-5d 

FH75658 Adult  02-02-2022 Mg-Spit, Dublin. 

Alive (colour rings seen)  24-04-2022 Kinloch, Rum. 412km N 

Alive (colour rings seen)  12-02-2023 Kinloch, Rum. 412km N 

Alive (colour rings seen)  04-09-2022 Kinloch, Rum. 412km N 

1y 7m 2d 

FJ76922 Nestling 04-06-2022 Milton of Moy, Tomatin. 

Alive(ring read in the field) 02-04-2023 Sandy Bay, Orlock, Donaghadee, Co. Down .316km 
SSW 0y-9m-29d 

 

As well as these recoveries, FA71909 which was ringed at Dawlish Warren, Devon and was 
reported in full in the 2022 report was seen again at Lochindorb on 17-03 and 06-05-2023. Since 
ringing this bird has been seen annually in its wintering quarters in Devon and at its breeding site 
at Lochindorb. The recoveries shown are all examples of movements of birds breeding either on 
the West Coast or inland in Highland winter in the Irish Sea as far south as Devon. 

 

Ringed Plover  

The longevity record for this species is: 21 years 11 months 12 days set in 2015. 

The following bird moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland. 

NW86172 Adult F  28-08-2018 Llanfairfechan, Conwy. 

Alive (colour rings seen)  23-08-2023 Bay of Culkein. 561km N 

4y 11m 26d  

Given the ringing and sighting dates and locations it is possible that this was an Arctic breeding 
bird caught and resighted on its autumn migration south. 

 

Curlew  

The longevity record for this species is: 32 years 7 months 0 days set in 2011. 



                                                                 

199 

 

The following bird moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland. 

FH55406 Adult F  15-05-2023 Insh Marshes, Kincraig. 

Alive (colour rings seen)  02-10-2023 Clahane, Liscannor, Clare. 577km SW 

0y 4m 17d 

Alive (colour rings seen)  17-12-2023 Clahane, Liscannor, Clare. 577km SW 

0y 7m 2d 

 

Bar-tailed Godwit  

The longevity record for this species is: 33 years 11 months 13 days set in 2008. 

The following birds ringed abroad and found here were reported in 2023. 

NOS  First yr F 26-08-2023 Revtangen, Klepp, Norway. 

K06888 Alive (colour rings seen) 02-10-2023 Broadford Bay, Isle of Skye.  692km W 

0y 1m 6d 

NOS  First yr  22-09-2023 Makkevika, Giske, Norway.  

K15854 Alive (colour rings seen) 08-10-2023 Bay of Culkein.   783km WSW 

 

 

Knot  

The longevity record for this species is: 33 years 11 months 13 days set in 2008. 

The following birds ringed in Highland were found abroad and reported in 2023: 

SV93247 Adult  11-02-2021  Nigg Oil Terminal, Cromarty Firth. 

Alive (colour rings seen)  24-01-2023 Unnamed site, Cotes-Äȭ!ÒÍÏÒȟ France
 1025km S 

1y 11m 13d 

Alive (colour rings seen)  22-11-2023 Unnamed site, Cotes-Äȭ!ÒÍÏÒȟ France
 1025km S 

2y 9m 11d 

 

ST93247 First yr  22-01-2022  near Ardersier. 

Alive (colour rings seen)  18-05-2022 Skogarnes,Snæfellsnessyla, Iceland.
 1275km NW 

3m 26d 

Alive (colour rings seen)  07-04-2023 Paarp, south of Halmstad, Sweden.
 1029km E 
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1y 2m 16d 

Alive (colour rings seen)  10-04-2023 Paarp, south of Halmstad, Sweden.
 1029km E 

1y 2m 19d 

 

Dunlin  

The longevity record for this species is: 19 years 3 months 26 days set in 2010. 

The following bird ringed in Highland was found abroad and reported in 2023. 

BX16991 Adult  03-02-2019 Dingwall, Cromarty Firth. 

Caught by ringer  27-07-2023 Ujücie Wisüy, Gdaüsk-Dwibno, Poland. 1496km E 

4y 5m 24d  

The following bird ringed abroad and found here was reported in 2023. 

DEH First yr 27-09-2023 Insel Langenwerder, Melkenberg-Vorpommern, 
Germany. 

OC33765 Caught by ringer 28-10-2023 Dornoch Point.  1053km WNW 

0y 1m 1d 

 

 

Woodcock 

The longevity record for this species is: 15 years 5 months 12 days set in 1937. 

The following bird ringed in Highland was found abroad and reported in 2023: 

EY73105 Adult  06-12-2021 Skelbo Muir, near Dornoch. 

Freshly dead (shot)  15-04-2023 Shimskiy Distr., Novgorod Oblast, Russian 
Federation.  2014km ENE  

1y 4m 9d 

The following birds ringed abroad and found here were reported in 2023: 

SFH  First yr  07-10-2023 Parikkala, Kymi,  Finland.  

ST315963 Freshly dead (shot) 07-11-2023 Tomatin. 1948km W 

0y 1m 0d 

NOS  First yr  17-03-2022 Revtangen O.S., Klepp, Rogoland, Norway. 

 Freshly dead (hit 

6215095 glass)  25-11-2023 Creag Meagaidh. 625km WSW 

1y 8m 8d 
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Common Sandpiper  

The longevity record for this species is: 15 years 1 months 5 days set in 2007. 

The following bird was the oldest reported in Highland in 2023: 

NW62854 Adult  27-05-2016 East Port, nr. Cromdale. 

Alive (colour rings seen)  24-07-2017 Rhuddlan, Denbighshire. 415km S 0y 
10m 28d 

Alive (colour rings seen)  07-05-2017 East Port, nr. Cromdale. 
 0km 0y 11m 10d 

Alive (colour rings seen)  27-02-2020 Bijagos Archipelago, Guinea Bissau.
 5205kmSSW 3y 9m 0d  

Alive (colour rings seen)  14-04-2020 East Port, nr. Cromdale. 
 0km 3y 10m 18d 

Caught by ringer  18-05-2023 Polllowick Farm, near Cromdale. 3km  

6y 11m 21d 

This bird, which has been reported in previous Highland Bird Reports has now travelled the 
journey to and from Guinea Bissau a minimum of eight times covering at least 41640km. 

 

Wood Sandpiper  

The following bird sets a new longevity record for the species in Britain at 8y 0m 0d. 

BV99560  Adult  09-06-2015  Confidential site, Highland. 

Caught by ringer in June each year between 2016 and 2022, except 2020. 

Alive (colour rings seen)  09-6-2023 Confidential site, Highland. 7km E  

8y 0m 0d 

  

Kittiwake  

The longevity record for this species is: 26 years 8 months 18 days set in 2013. 

The following bird was the oldest reported in Highland in 2023: 

EW24836 Nestling 03-07-2010 Isle of Canna. 

Caught by ringer  09-07-2015 Isle of Canna. 0km 5y 0m 6d 

Caught by ringer  28-06-2016 Isle of Canna. 0km 5y 11m 25d 

Caught by ringer  29-07-2021 Isle of Canna. 0km 10y 11m 26d 

Caught by ringer  05-07-2023 Isle of Canna. 0km 13y 0m 2d 
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Recently published satellite tracking results have shown just how pelagic Kittiwakes are outside 
the breeding season (Swindells, 2019), so unless the birds are hunted in areas like the Faroes or 
Greenland or trapped in fishing gear, there is little chance of recoveries from conventional ringing 
except at breeding sites. 

 

Black-headed Gull 

The longevity record for this species is: 32 years 5 months 6 days set in 2022. 

The following birds moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland (more than 100km): 

 

EY73263 Nestling 23-06-2021 Bonar Bridge 

Alive (colour rings seen)  11-02-2023 Levenmouth, Fife. 207km SSE 1y 7m 
19d 

EB16948 Nestling 01-06-2019 Cromdale. 

Alive (colour rings seen)  17-02-2022 Strathclyde Country Park, Motherwell.
 175km S  

2y 8m 16d 

Alive (colour rings seen)  25-09-2022 Strathclyde Country Park, Motherwell.
 175km S  

3y 3m 24d 

Alive (colour rings seen)  25-08-2023 Strathclyde Country Park, Motherwell.
 175km S  

4y 2m 24d 

EA68184 Adult  17-06-2022 Grantown-on-Spey. 

Alive (colour rings seen)  26-09-2022 Ardler, Dundee.  98km SSE 0y 3m 9d  

2y 8m 16d 

Alive (colour rings seen)  22-12-2022 Blackhall, Edinburgh. 154km S 0y 6m 5d 

Alive (colour rings seen)  02-02-2023 Clatto, Dundee.  100km SSE 0y 7m 
16d  

Alive (colour rings seen)  03-10-2023 Clatto Reservoir, Dundee.  100km SSE 1y 3m 
16d  

These are all typical movements outside the breeding season for Highland bred or breeding birds 
most of which move down to winter across the Central Belt as far east as Dundee. 

 

Sandwich Tern  

The longevity record for this species is: 30 years 9 months 14 days set in 1998. 

The following bird moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland (more than 100km): 
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DD04703 Nestling 19-06-2013 Blakeney Point, Norfolk. 

Alive (colour rings seen)  27-09-2014 Whitley Bay, Tyne and Wear.  281km NNW 
1y 3m 8d  

Alive (colour rings seen)  13-09-2016 Dornoch Point, Highland.  628km NNW 3y 
2m 25d  

Alive (colour rings seen)  04-07-2017 Scolt Head Island, Brancaster Staithe, 
Norfolk.  20km W 4y 0m 15d  

Alive (colour rings seen)  25-08-2017 Fanoe, Ribe, Denmark.  552km ENE 4y 2m 
6d  

Alive (colour rings seen)  12-09-2019 Findhorn, Moray.  596km NNW 6y 2m 24d  

Alive (colour rings seen)  23-07-2020 Unnamed site, Luneburg, Germany.  477km 
ENE 7y 1m 4d  

Alive (colour rings seen)  14-09-2020 Findhorn, Moray.  596km NNW 7y 2m 26d  

Alive (colour rings seen)  09-08-2023 Dornoch Point, Highland.  628km NNW 10y 
1m 21d  

 

Common Tern  

The longevity record for this species is: 33 years 0 months 6 days set in 1998. 

The following bird was the oldest from Highland reported in 2023: 

RN01586 Nestling 08-08-2005 Avoch, Black Isle. 

Caught by ringer  30-03-2023 la Langue de Barbarie, Senegal. 4744km 
SSW 17y 7m 22d 

 

The following bird was found abroad and reported in 2023 (countries with 20 or fewer such 
recoveries): 

ST75495 Nestling 19-06-2019 Avoch, Black Isle. 

Unknown   21-02-2023 Medina, Conakry, Guinea. 5401km SSW 

3y 8m 2d 

 

Arctic Tern  

The longevity record for this species is: 31 years 0 months 18 days set in 2012. 

 

The following bird was the oldest from Highland reported in 2023: 

SR20343 Nestling 13-07-2006 Dalchalm, Brora. 

Freshly dead (disease)  18-07-2023 RAF Lossiemouth, Moray. 46km SE 17y 0m 5d 
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Guillemot  

The longevity record for this species is: 40 years 11 months 23 days set by another Isle of Canna 
bird in 2019. 

 

The following bird was the oldest from Highland reported in 2023: 

T61084  Nestling 02-07-1989 Isle of Canna. 

Caught by ringer  03-07-2000 Isle of Canna.3km 11y 0m 1d 

Caught by ringer  06-07-2001 Isle of Canna.3km 12y 0m 4d 

Caught by ringer  20-07-2013 Isle of Canna.3km 24y 0m 18d 

Caught by ringer  09-07-2014 Isle of Canna.3km 25y 0m 7d 

Caught by ringer  26-06-2017 Isle of Canna.3km 27y 11m 24d 

Caught by ringer  27-06-2018 Isle of Canna.3km 28y 11m 1d 

Caught by ringer  05-07-2023 Isle of Canna.3km 34y 0m 3d 

 

The following bird moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland (more than 100km) 

Y16669  Nestling 28-06-2016 Isle of Canna. 

Freshly dead (oiled)  07-01-2023 7ÁÔÅÒÍÉÌÌ #ÏÖÅȟ 3Ô -ÁÒÙȭÓȟ 3ÃÉÌÌÙȢ ϋύυËÍ 3 ϊÙ ϊÍ υτÄ 

 

Razorbill  

The longevity record for this species is: 40 years 11 months 23 days set by another Isle of Canna 
bird in 2019. 

The following bird was the oldest from Highland reported in 2023: 

M88336 Adult  29-06-1999 Leac Buidhe, Cape Wrath. 

Alive (ring read in the field) 11-06-2017 Leac Buidhe, Cape Wrath. 0km 17y 11m 13d 

Alive (ring read in the field) 03-07-2022 Carn An Leim, Cape Wrath. 3km 23y 0m 4d 

Alive (ring read in the field) 31-05-2023 Clo Mor, Cape Wrath. 4km 23y 11m 2d 

 

Puffin  

The longevity record for this species is: 42 years 0 months 21 days set in 2019. 

The following bird was found abroad and reported in 2023 (countries with fewer than 20 such 
recoveries): 

EZ32585 Adult  23-06-2018 Isle of Canna. 
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Freshly dead (oiled)  27-01-2023 Mirleft, Morocco. 3064km S 4y 7m 4d 

 

Barn Owl  

The longevity record for this species is: 15 years 7 months 2 days set in 2022. 

The following bird was the oldest reported in Highland in 2023: 

GC04582 Nestling 20-05-2012 Culeave, near Ardgay. 

Freshly dead (in building) 06-07-2023 nr. Wathegar Wind Farm, Caithness. 96km NE 11y 
1m 16d 

 

The following bird moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland (more than 100km): 

GY41231  Nestling 18-07-2022 Balbeg, Glenurquhart. 

Caught by ringer  13-02-2023 Ashentrool, Stirling. 133km SSE 0y 6m 26d 

 

Tawny Owl  

The longevity record for this species is: 23 years 5 months 27 days set in 2016. 

 

The following bird was the oldest reported in Highland in 2023: 

GF73499 Adult F  30-04-2003 Logie Hill, Kildary. 

Caught by ringer  15-05-2023 Logie Hill, Kildary. 0km 20y 0m 15d 

 

Coal Tit 

The longevity record for this species is: 9 years 2 months 25 days set in 2008. 

The following bird was the oldest reported in Highland in 2023: 

S233686 First yr  16-12-2017  Golspie. 

Caught by ringer  10-01-2019 Golspie. 0km 1y 0m 25d 

Caught by ringer  19-11-2023 Golspie. 0km 5y 11m 3d 

 

Blue Tit  

The longevity record for this species is: 9 years 8 months 16 days set in 1984. 

The following bird was the oldest reported in Highland in 2023: 

S106856 Second-yr M 02-05-2016  Drummond, Inverness. 

Caught by ringer  22-12-2019 Drummond, Inverness. 0km 3y 7m 20d 

Caught by ringer  14-06-2022 Drummond, Inverness. 0km 6y 1m 12d 
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Caught by ringer  23-05-2023 Drummond, Inverness. 0km 7y 0m 21d 

 

Great Tit  

The longevity record for this species is: 10 years 5 months 18 days set in 2006. 

The following bird was the oldest reported in Highland in 2023: 

D525998 Juv. M  21-07-2013 Drummond, Inverness. 

Caught by ringer  22-07-2013 Drummond, Inverness. 0km 0y 0m 1d 

Caught by ringer  12-05-2019 Drummond, Inverness. 0km 5y 9m 21d 

Caught by ringer  04-06-2020 Drummond, Inverness. 0km 6y 10m 14d 

Caught by ringer  04-03-2023 Drummond, Inverness. 0km 9y 7m 11d 

 

Sand Martin  

The longevity record for this species is: 9 years 0 months 0 days set in 1979. 

The following bird ringed abroad was found here and reported in 2023 (countries with 20 or 
fewer such records): 

FRP  First year 24-08-2022 Cabanot, Audenge, Gironde, France 

8532004 Caught by ringer13-06-2023  Dulnain Bridge. 1414km N 0y 9m 20d 

This recovery is typical for Highland Sand Martins which migrate along the Atlantic Coast of 
France on their way to and from their wintering area in West Africa. 

 

Long-tailed Tit  

The longevity record for this species is: 9 years 8 months 20 days set in 2021. 

The following bird was the oldest reported in Highland in 2023: 

HTV052  Full-grown 04-02-2018 Ft. Augustus. 

Caught by ringer  18-02-2018 Ft. Augustus. 0km 0y 0m 14d 

Caught by ringer  21-11-2023 Ft. Augustus. 0km 5y 9m 17d 

 

Willow Warbler  

The longevity record for this species is: 10 years 11 months 18 days set in 2010. 

The following bird moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland (more than 100km): 

NLR407  First-yr. M 24-07-2023 Cove, Loch Ewe. 

Caught by ringer  18-08-2023 Stanford Reservoir, Northamptonshire. 670km SSE 
0y 0m 23d 
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Goldcrest  

The longevity record for this species is: 5 years 3 months 14 days set in 2021. 

The following bird moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland (more than 100km): 

NEX338  First-yr. M 04-09-2023 Drumguish, Badenoch. 

Caught by ringer  27-10-2023 Beadlow, Bedforshire. 607km SSE 0y 1m 23d 

 

 

Blackbird  

The longevity record for this species is: 15 years 2 months 5 days set in 2000. 

The following bird moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland (more than 100km): 

LN50481  Adult M28-05-2023 Drummond, Inverness. 

Caught by ringer  25-11-2023 Lydox Mill, Dairsie, Fife. 147km SSE 0y 5m 28d 

Blackbirds breeding in Britain and Ireland are largely sedentary. Long distance seasonal 
movements do occur but are uncommon. Only 4% of 13,385 adults ringed in the breeding season 
and found outside the breeding season were further than 20km from the ringing site. That 
proportion is much higher in the northern part of Britain than in the south. (Wernham et 
al.,2002). 

 

The following birds ringed abroad was found here and reported in 2023 (countries with 20 or 
fewer such records): 

NOS  First-yr. M 05-03-2021 Grimstadvatnet, Hareid, More og Romsdal, Norway. 

Freshly dead (hit glass) 

7645738   05-02-2023 Golspie. 735 km SW 1y 11m 0d 

NOS  First-yr. M 20-10-2022 Sore Merkeskog, Utsira, Rogaland, Norway. 

Freshly dead (hit glass) 

7598528   08-04-2023 Inveran, Kyle of Sutherland. 559735 km WSW 0y 5m 
19d 

 

Redwing 

The longevity record for this species is: 11 years 10 months 7 days set in 1988. 

The following bird was found abroad and reported in 2023 (countries with 20 or fewer such 
recoveries): 

AL39142 Adult  16-10-2022 Deer Park Forest Croft, near Avoch, Black Isle. 
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Freshly dead (hit glass)  16-04-2023 Moormerland, Wesser-Ems, Germany. 875 km ESE 
0y 6m 0d 

 

Robin   

The longevity record for this species is: 8 years 4 months 30 days set in 1977. 

The following bird moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland (more than 100km): 

APT7728  First-yr.  21-10-2021  Grantown-on-Spey. 

Caught by ringer  17-01-2023 Mockerkin, Cumbria. 303 km S 1y 2m 27d 

Movements S and SW out of Highland in winter, especially young birds, are well established. 

 

Chaffinch 

The longevity record for this species is: 13 years 11 months 26 days set in 2011. 

 

The following bird was the oldest reported in Highland in 2023: 

Z275073  Juvenile M 06-09-2014 Balnain, Glenurquhart. 

Caught by ringer  04-01-2023 Balnain, Glenurquhart. 0 km 8y 3m 29d 

The following bird moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland (more than 100km): 

AFL1476 First-yr. F 14-10-2020 Calf of Man. 

Caught by ringer  24-09-2023 Morar. 331 km N 2y 11m 10d 

This is almost certainly a Continental bird returning south three autumns after being ringed at 
the Calf of Man Bird Observatory. 

 

Brambling  

The longevity record for this species is: 8 years 7 months 16 days set in 1983. 

The following bird was found abroad and reported in 2023 (countries with 20 or fewer such 
recoveries): 

AFV0004 Adult M19-01-2022 Straanruie, Nethybridge. 

Caught by ringer  30-08-2023 Fuggelli, Balsfjord, Troms, Norway. 1754 km NNE 
1y 7m 11d 

Although Bramblings nest much further North in the birch zone in Finnmark, at 69o ρσȭ. ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ 
one of the most northerly BTO ringed recoveries for the species. At the end of August it was quite 
likely to have already have been moving south. 

 

Twite  

The longevity record for this species is: 8 years 7 months 16 days set in 1983. 
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The following birds moved the greatest distance within Britain & Ireland (more than 100km): 

ACY1092  First-yr. M 17-01-2023 Seaton Snook, Stockton -on-Tees. 

Alive (colour rings seen)  30-04-2023 Harlosh, Isle of Skye. 452 km NW 0y 3m 13d 

AAP1047 First-yr.  05-01-2022 Booth Wood Reservoir, Rishworth, West Yorks. 

Alive (colour rings seen)  24-03-2022 Booth Wood Reservoir, Rishworth 0 km NW 
0y 2m 19d 

Alive (colour rings seen)  12-12-2022 Booth Wood Reservoir, Rishworth 0 km NW 
0y 11m 7d 

Alive (colour rings seen)  25-04-2023 Traigh Golf Course, Morar. 442 km NNW 1y 
3m 20d 

A further three Seaton Snook ringed birds were trapped at Portree during 2023.  

 

Goldfinch  

The longevity record for this species is: 8 years 7 months 16 days set in 1983. 

The following bird moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland (more than 100km): 

ADV8496 Adult M  02-04-2022. Hungladder, Isle of Skye. 

Caught by ringer  05-02-2023 Hardham, West Sussex. 834km SSE 0y 10m 3d 

 

 

Siskin  

The longevity record for this species is: 8 years 6 months 10 days set in 2019. 

The following bird was the oldest reported in Highland in 2023: 

AHA0428 Juvenile M. 15-08-2017 Drummond, Inverness. 

Caught by ringer  22-11-2017 Drummond, Inverness. 0 km 0y 3m 7d 

Caught by ringer  20-11-2018 Drummond, Inverness. 0 km 1y 3m 5d 

Caught by ringer  19-03-2019 Drummond, Inverness. 0 km 1y 7m 4d 

Caught by ringer  05-03-2023 Drummond, Inverness. 0 km 5y 6m 18d 

Caught by ringer  20-07-2023 Drummond, Inverness. 0 km 5y 11m 5d 

 

The following bird moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland (more than 100km): 

AEK0967 Adult M18-01-2021 Llechryd, Ceredigion. 

Caught by ringer  13-04-2023        Edinbane, Isle of Skye. 612 km N 2y 2m 26d 
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Snow Bunting  

The longevity record for this species is: 8 years 11 months 2 days set in 2005. 

The following bird ringed abroad was found here and reported in 2023: 

ISR Full-grown M  03-04-2020       Vikingavatn, Grasida, Nordur-Thingeyjar, Iceland 

926154  

Alive (colour rings seen)  21-12-2022       Cairngorm Ski Car Park, Aviemore. 1211km 
SE 2y 8m 18d 

Alive (colour rings seen)  06-12-2023        Cairngorm Ski Car Park, Aviemore. 1211km 
SE 3y 8m 3d 

A photograph of this bird was featured in the 2022 Highland Bird Report. 
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Brown Booby Sula leucogaster in Highland - 18 August 
2023   

ANDY WILLIAMS AND AL MCNEE 

Following the outstanding finding of an immature Brown Booby in Lothian on 17 August, the 
ÓÁÍÅ ÂÉÒÄ ×ÁÓ ÏÂÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÏÆÆ &ÉÆÅ Á ÆÅ× ÈÏÕÒÓ ÌÁÔÅÒȟ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÓÕÂÓÅÑÕÅÎÔ ȬÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅȭ ÓÉÇÈÔÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
same bird off Aberdeenshire two hours later. The most obvious question for ardent sea-watchers 
was whether the bird would continue its apparent northward progression along the east coast, 
thus allowing for further sighting opportunities in more northern recording areas. Following 
online research, the forecast winds for Tarbat Ness on 18 August showed a good easterly bias, 
with winds in the region of Beaufort F4-F5, increasing to F6-F7. Such conditions can push good 
seabirds west along the Moray coast, towards the Highland recording area, before the birds then 
veer onto a more northerly track, into the Moray Firth and up towards Sutherland and Caithness. 
Mid-!ÕÇÕÓÔ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ Á ÇÏÏÄ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÔ 4ÁÒÂÁÔ .ÅÓÓȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÎÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅÄ ÍÏÖÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÏÆ ȬÂÉÇ ÓÈÅÁÒÓȭȟ 
so, at the very least, it seemed an opportune time to try and catch up with one or two of those. I 
spoke with dedicated Highland birder and enthusiastic sea-watcher Al McNee and proposed a 
ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÔÈÅÒÅȢ 7Å ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ ȬÂÉÇ ÓÈÅÁÒȭ ÍÏÖÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÅÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÅ "ÒÏ×Î 
Booby could possibly continue around the north of the AbÅÒÄÅÅÎÓÈÉÒÅ ÃÏÁÓÔȢ !ÌȭÓ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅ ÔÏ ÍÙ 
suggested sea-×ÁÔÃÈ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎ ×ÁÓ ÁÎ ÅÍÐÈÁÔÉÃ Ȱ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÓËÅÄ Ô×ÉÃÅȱȦ !ÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ ÏÆÔÅÎ 
fickle and unpredictable, Tarbat Ness can produce good seabirds in such autumnal conditions and 
so a speculative sea-watch was planned for later that day.   

On arrival, we were met with easterly, Beaufort F5-F6 conditions, 7-8 Octas of cloud cover, good 
visibility, albeit with low light and rough seas.  Unfortunately, the wind was directly in our faces 
and being positioned relatively low and close to the breaking waves, the air was filled with a very 
fine salt mist that coated our optics and spectacles with frustrating regularity. Our sea-watch 
commenced at 13:50hrs. It was soon apparent that seabird passage was disappointingly light, 
with a few Sooty Shearwaters the highlight, plus a smattering of Arctic Skuas, Manx Shearwaters 
ÁÎÄ ÆÏÕÒ 3ÁÎÄ×ÉÃÈ 4ÅÒÎÓȢ ) ÍÁÎÁÇÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÃÏÐÅ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÐÒÏÂÁÂÌÅ ȬÂÉÇ ÓÈÅÁÒÓȭ ÏÎ ÍÁØÉÍÕÍ 
magnification and at huge distance on the visible horizon - ÍÏÓÔ ÌÉËÅÌÙ #ÏÒÙȭÓ 3ÈÅÁÒ×ÁÔÅÒÓ ÆÒÏÍ 
their  ȬÊÉÚÚȭ ÁÎÄ ÆÌÉÇÈÔ ÁÃÔÉÏÎ ɀ ÂÕÔȟ ÁÓ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ ÄÉÓÔÁÎÔ ÓÉÌÈÏÕÅÔÔÅÓȟ ) ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÁÔÔÅÍÐÔ ÔÏ ÃÌÁÉÍ ÔÈÅÍ 
as such. Our initial sense of sea-×ÁÔÃÈÉÎÇ ÅØÃÉÔÅÍÅÎÔ ÑÕÉÃËÌÙ ×ÁÎÅÄ ÉÎÔÏ Á ÍÏÒÅ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÁÒ Ȱ(ÍÍ ɀ 
ÉÔȭÓ Á ÔÏÕÃÈ ÑÕÉÅÔȱ ÔÒÁÉÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔȢ *ÕÓÔ ÁÆÔÅÒ ρυȡσπÈÒÓȟ ) Ótopped using my scope to clean my 
glasses. As I put my glasses back on, an all-ÄÁÒËȟ ÕÎÉÆÏÒÍȟ ÃÈÏÃÏÌÁÔÅ ÂÒÏ×Îȟ Ȭ'ÁÎÎÅÔȭ ÆÌÁÓÈÅÄ ÐÁÓÔ 
from right to left, sheared up high on the now F6-F7 winds, then immediately dropped towards 
the wave troughs as it headed away. The bird was shearing fast across our plane of view, initially 
some 250 metres from our observation point. I managed to get my binoculars onto the bird, then 
fumbled for my camera as Al got his scope onto the rapidly diminishing target. It was a lone bird, 
ÓÉÚÅ ÉÍÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÊÕÄÇÅ ÁÃÃÕÒÁÔÅÌÙ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÁÐÐÅÁÒ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÎÙ ÏÂÖÉÏÕÓ ÐÁÌÅ ÕÐÐÅÒ ÔÁÉÌ ÃÏÖÅÒÔÓ 
as would be expected on a juvenile Gannet! I rattled off 3 or 4 frames that failed to get focus lock, 
took a breath and then managed better record shots as the bird headed swiftly away. I was on the 
bird for circa 20-30 seconds having lost it in a wave trough. Al had managed to get it in his scope, 
ÎÏÔÉÎÇ Á ȬÌÏÏÓÅÒȭ ÆÌÉÇÈÔ ÓÔÙÌÅ ÔÈÁÎ ÔÈÅ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ 'ÁÎÎÅÔȢ  ) ÁÔÔÅÍÐÔÅÄ ÐÈÏÔÏÇÒÁÐÈÓȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÎÏ× 
distant bird  flying rapidly away to the north and north-east. We then reviewed and discussed the 
photographic images, but, with my camera screen smudged with salt spray and in the now poor 
light, this was tricky and largely inconclusive. Although the bird looked very interesting, we 
wanted to remain cautious about making a big call and, as the bird was quickly lost from view and 
totally un-twitchable at the site, we decided to carefully appraise the processed images later from 
home. We sent a WhatsApp message to fellow Highland birder Dean MacAskill who was thought  
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to be sea-watching at Brora, in the hope that he might connect with the bird and be able to confirm 
ÏÕÒ ÓÕÓÐÉÃÉÏÎÓ ÁÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÂÉÒÄȭÓ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÔÙȟ ÂÕÔ ÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÎÏÔ ÂÉÒÄÉÎÇ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÇÈÔÉÎÇȢ   

 

 

Brown Booby at Tarbat Ness  ©  Andy Williams 

 

Later, back home, I downloaded and processed my images, and it was immediately apparent that 
the bird was a juvenile Brown Booby and appeared to be the same bird seen the previous day off 
Lothian and Fife!   It was a great delight for us to have found a Highland first, but in somewhat 
frustrating conditions and disappointing that it could not be shared with others. 

Andy Williams and Al McNee 
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Brown Booby at Tarbat Ness  ©  Andy Williams 
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The irresistible decline of the Western Capercaillie?  

ANDY DOUSE

The decline of the Scottish population of capercaillie is well-known, a fact under-pinned 
by repeat national surveys of the wintering population. The latest survey, published in 
2023, showed a winter population in 2021-22 of 542 individuals. However, that estimate 
ÉÓ ÌÉËÅÌÙ ÔÏ ÌÉÅ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÕÐÐÅÒ Ä ÌÏ×ÅÒ ÌÉÍÉÔÓ ÏÆ ςςχ ÁÎÄ ψρπ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌÓɊ ÄÕÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÒÖÅÙȭÓ 
sampling approach.  Alternative measures of decline through counts of males at lek sites 
also show a long-term decline, though this annual data series seems less precipitous than 
the six-yearly winter counts.  Along with a decline in numbers, there has been a huge 
range contraction and now almost all capercaillie reports come from the Highland 
recording area with most confined to the pinewoods of the Cairngorms National Park and 
selected sites across Easter Ross.  The few records from birdwatchers in 2023 (in both 
BirdTrack and eBird) reflect this distribution across Highland, with most records coming 
from spring and early summer. 

The decline, if it continues at its current rate will lead to virtual extinction of capercaillie 
as a breeding species in Scotland.  Even though there is a reasonable understanding of the 
principal factors driving the decline, action to address it has (at least so far) failed to halt 
it though it may have slowed it down.  Two principal factors appear to be driving the 
decline: a failure to produce enough recruits because of low breeding success, and 
unsustainable mortality of juvenile and adult birds through predation and collisions with 
deer fences.  Weather is clearly a factor in determining breeding success with cold springs 
and wet weather when chicks are small in June reducing the number reaching maturity.  
How climate change will affect this is not really understood ɀ warmer weather may help 
but wetter summers could offset any advantage from warmer spring weather.  Reducing 
disturbance is also likely to be essential: disturbance to leks (especially from birders) and 
recreational use of tracks through capercaillie breeding habitat reduces the amount of 
habitat available to hens with broods.  However, of all the factors, predation and fences 
arguably remain the most contentious.  There is a substantial community of predators 
which readily predate capercaillie, and controlling these is seen by some to be an 
essential part of any management action designed to recover capercaillie populations but 
tensions within and between some organisations managing habitats that host capercaillie 
remain unresolved.  The emergence of diversionary feeding as a successful, non-lethal 
option has provided a potential way of reducing chick predation but its successful 
application, expanded across the large area of the Cairngorm National Park remains 
uncertain.  It is also clear that while many deer fences have been removed, especially 
those near lek sites, others remain a threat to dispersing capercaillie.  Deer fences help 
protect and expand pinewood habitat, and such expansion will inevitably be beneficial in 
the long-term for capercaillie and, while marking helps, removing deer fences once they 
are no longer required has to be a priority. 

Recovering capercaillie populations will not be easy. Previous projects such as the LIFE 
Project (2002-2007) may have achieved some relief from its rapid decline for the Scottish 
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capercaillie population, but neither stability nor any increase since the project ended 
have been seen.  At the time of writing, a new plan to recover the population across the 
Cairngorms National Park is being developed and should be published towards the end 
of 2024.  Led by the Cairngorms National Park Authority in conjunction with NatureScot, 
its stated objective is to address all the key issues that are known to affect capercaillie, 
over a five-year period.  While clearly ambitious in its aspiration, there is widespread 
support among all participating organisations to achieve this, even though there are 
differences in understanding of both cause and consequent remedy.  However, it is 
conceivable that recovery will happen even if all the above management measures are 
not implemented equally across all suitable habitats, though to what extent this will be 
seen is unclear.  Funding will also be an issue, especially for some elements of the plan 
which will require significant additional spending, at a time when funds for nature 
conservation are already tight. 

It has been argued by some that population reinforcement may also be necessary, given 
the low size of the current capercaillie population.  Recovering range might only be 
possible with targeted (re)introductions, as the species is relatively sedentary, which 
would mean that colonisation of once occupied areas could be very slow without such 
targeted action. A key benefit of any population reinforcement would be an increase in 
genetic diversity: with current lek sizes almost all in single figures, even in areas with 
apparently healthy populations, the potential for genetic bottlenecks is significant. 

However, through implementing all the measures described above, we have a good 
chance, perhaps the best chance, of recovering this iconic species, and it is also likely that 
we will find this out within the next five years.  In the meantime, we can all do something 
to improve the likelihood of success.  Supporting key organisations ɀ public and private - 
delivering conservation on the ground and acting responsibly when out birding by not 
trying to see capercaillie at sensitive times of the year, (when disturbance is most critical), 
as well as keeping to designated tracks and having dogs on the lead in capercaillie habitat. 

The future of the Scottish capercaillie is uncertain as there are likely to be factors we do 
not fully understand, which may hinder progress and eventual success.  The role of 
climate change is particularly problematic, in part due to uncertainty on what it means 
for weather at critical times, but also because of all the factors driving the decline, it is the 
most intractable.  Despite this, action to recover our capercaillie population which is 
likely to be proposed now has as good a chance of success as we can posit, based on 
current understanding. 
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Ovenbird Seiurus aurocapilla  on the Isle of Rum 23 
September - the first record for Highland  
 

SEAN MORRIS 
 
On 23 September 2023, I was carrying out a census of red deer at Kilmory in the north of the Isle 
of Rum.  As I was walking along, I flushed a small bird from my feet.  My first reaction was that it 
×ÁÓ ÐÒÏÂÁÂÌÙ Á ÍÅÁÄÏ× ÐÉÐÉÔ ÂÕÔ ÁÓ ÉÔ ÆÌÅ× ) ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÓÅÅ Ány white outer tail feathers and this made 
me pay more attention to the bird.  Fortunately, it landed quite close by. and I was able to note 
the distinctive crown stripe, obvious pale eye ring and bold dark streaking on the underparts.  I 
knew it was an Ovenbird as I remembered what they looked like from field guide images, and I 
was able to confirm this later.  The bird flew again and landed a bit further away where I was able 
to get some record shots before the bird few off not to be seen again.  The following few days were 
stormy and wet preventing anyone else getting to Rum to look for the bird.  Despite walking 
through the general area in the following days it was not seen again. 
 
There are three subspecies: nominate aurocapilla breeds from British Columbia to Nova Scotia, 
south to Arkansas and South Carolina; cinereus from southern Alberta to Colorado; and furvior  in 
Newfoundland.  It winters in Florida, Central America, the Caribbean and northern South 
America. 
This is the first Highland Record.  There have been six previous UK records, three of which are 
from Scotland. 
 
References 
Forrester, R.W., Andrews, I.J., McInerny, C.J., Murray, R.D., McGowan, R.Y., Zonfrillo, B., 
Betts, M.W., Jardine, D.C. & Grundy, D.S. (eds) 2007. The Birds of Scotland. The Scottish 
/ÒÎÉÔÈÏÌÏÇÉÓÔÓȭ #ÌÕÂȟ !ÂÅÒÌÁÄÙȢ 
Naylor, K.A. 2024  Historical Rare Birds  https://www.historicalrarebirds.info/  
 
 

Ovenbird, Isle of Rum © Sean MorrisK2024  
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Index to Systematic List. 

Auk, Little 109    Long-tailed 55  Guillemot 110 

     Mandarin 44    Black 111 
Bee-eater* 133    Ring-necked* 88  Gull,   
Blackbird 161    Tufted 170    American Herring*** 104 
Blackcap 153       Black-headed 99 
Booby, Brown*** 118  Eagle, Golden 123    Bonaparte's*** 98 
Brambling 176    White-tailed 128    Common 101 
Bullfinch 177  Falcon, Peregrine 137    Glaucous 102 
Bunting,    Fieldfare 162    Great Black-backed 101 
  Corn* 186  Firecrest 155    Herring   103 
  Lapland 184  Flycatcher, Pied 164    Iceland 102 
  Reed 187    Spotted 163    Lesser Black-backed 104 
  Snow 184  Fulmar 115    Little 99 
Buzzard 129       Mediterranean* 100 

   Gadwall 46  Harrier, Hen x Pallid*** 127 
Capercaillie 60  Gannet 117    Pallid***  127 
Chaffinch 175  Garganey* 45    Marsh 125 
Chiffchaff 151  Godwit, Bar-tailed 82  Hawfinch 177 
  Siberian 152    Black-tailed 83  Heron, Grey 121 
Coot 72  Goldcrest 155  Hobby* 137 
Cormorant 118  Goldeneye 56  Honey-buzzard* 123 
Corncrake 71  Goldfinch 183  Hoopoe 132 
Crake, Spotted* 72  Goosander 57    
Crane, Common* 73  Goose, Bar-headed 188  Ibis, Glossy* 120 
Crossbill, Common 182    Barnacle 39    
  Parrot* 182    Brent 28  Jackdaw 140 
  Scottish* 181    Dark-bellied* 38    Nordic 140 
Crow, Carrion 141    Canada 38  Jay 138 
  Hooded 141    Greylag 40    
  Hybrid 142    North American   Kestrel 135 
Cuckoo 67    Canada*** 39  Kingfisher 133 
Curlew 81    Pink-footed 41  Kite, Red 127 

     Snow* 43  Kittiwake 96 
Dipper 168    White-fronted 42  Knot 85 
Diver, Black-throated 112    European White-fronted* 42    
  Great Northern 113  Goshawk 125  Lapwing 77 
  Red-throated 112  Grebe, Great Crested 74  Lark, Short-toed** 147 
  White-billed* 114    Little 73  Linnet 180 
Dotterel 80    Slavonian 74    
Dove, Collared 70  Greenfinch 178  Magpie 140 
  Rock 68  Greenshank 96  Mallard 47 
  Stock 69  Grouse, Black 62  Martin, House 149 
Duck, Harlequin*** 53    Red 59    Sand 148 
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Merganser, Red-
breasted 58 

 
Scaup 

 
51 

 
Tern,Little 

 
106 

Merlin 136  Scoter, Common 54    Sandwich 105 

Moorhen 72 
 

  Surf* 
 

54 
 

  White-winged 
Black** 107 

     Velvet  54  Thrush, Mistle 160 

Pigeon, Feral 68  Shag  119    Song  159 

Pintail 48  Shearwater,   Tit, Blue  146 

Pipit, Meadow 173    Balearic*  117    Coal  144 

  Richard's* 173    Cory's**  116    Crested  145 

  Rock 175    Great**  117    Great  146 

  Scandinavian 175    Manx  117    Long-tailed 149 

  Tree 174    Sooty  116  Treecreeper 158 

  Water 175  Shelduck  44    Northern*** 158 

Plover, Golden 78  Shoveler  45  Turnstone 84 

  Grey 78 
 

Shrike, Great 
Grey*  138 

 
Twite 

 
179 

  Little Ringed* 80    Red-backed* 138     
  Ringed 79    Steppe Grey*** 139  Wagtail, Citrine* 171 

Ptarmigan 50  Siskin  184    Grey  172 

Puffin 59 
 

Skua, 
Arctic  

109 
 

  Pied 
 

172 

     Great  108    White  173 

Quail 65    Long-tailed* 109    Yellow  170 

     Pomarine  108  Warbler, Garden 154 

Rail, Water 71  Skylark  147    Grasshopper 153 

Raven 143  Smew*  57    Sedge  152 

Razorbill 110  Snipe  92    Willow  150 

Redpoll,      Jack  91    Wood  149 

  Common (Mealy) 180  Sparrow, House 169    Yellow-browed 150 

  Lesser 181    Tree  169  Waxwing  143 

Redshank 94  Sparrowhawk 124  Wheatear  167 

Redstart 165  Starling  158    Greenland 167 

  Black 154 
 

Stint, 
Little  

89 
 

Whimbrel 80 

Redwing 160    Temminck's* 87  Whinchat  165 

Robin 163  Stonechat  166  Whitethroat 155 

Rook 141  Swallow  75    Lesser  154 
Rosefinch, 
Common 178 

 
Swan, 
Mute  

42 
 

Wigeon 
 

46 

Ruff 85    Whooper  43  Woodcock 90 

   Swift  66  Woodpecker,  
Sanderling 87    Alpine**  66    Great Spotted 134 
Sandpiper, 
Common 93 

     
  Green 

 
135 

  Curlew 86  Teal  49  Woodpigeon 69 

  Green 94    Green-winged* 50  Wren  156 

  Purple 89 
 

Tern, 
Arctic  

107 
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  Pectoral* 90    Black  108  Yellowhammer 186 

  Wood 95    Common  106     
*** BBRC Species                                    ** SBRC Species                                               * HRC Species 

 

    

 
  

  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 


