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Editorial 
 

The role of editor has now been passed to me, Andy Douse.  Before I introduce 
myself properly, I must offer my thanks to Alex Joss especially, for his outstanding 
efforts in sustaining the Highland Bird Report and developing it into what must 
be one of the most comprehensive bird reports across Scotland.  I sincerely hope 
Alex will maintain a link through assistance with some of drafting and editing of 
the report, but hopefully he can now enjoy more free time, and therefore more 
opportunities to go birding.  As for me, my background is as a professional 

ecologist, specializing in avian ecology, initially working on Greater Magellan Geese in the Falkland 
Islands, and then for NatureScot, though I am now retired as from 2024. 
 
This has been my first year as Editor, and experience has demonstrated the magnitude of the task, 
and the need to co-ordinate the many contributions we receive, especially from those drafting the 
systematic list.  It has been a steep learning curve, and one, I hope, that will become easier in time.  
You will see from this year’s report, that I have made almost no changes to the format and structure 
of the report.  I do have some thoughts on how the report might be developed, and I am particularly 
keen on seeing more articles, especially those that present a wider understanding of some of the 
changes that Highland avifauna is experiencing.  
 
Our knowledge of ornithology is in a constant state of flux, through many ongoing research and 
survey projects, and along with periodic taxonomic updates, there is much to keep abreast of.  
Species classification is never fixed, and changes seem to now come at an increasing rate, especially 
now that genetic analyses of multiple avian genomes are now feasible, as sequencing costs decrease.  
Sometimes it is hard to keep up with decisions and not all decisions are universally welcomed.  
However, with formal avian lists now amalgamated into a single list (AviList™), a degree of 

consistency across previously divergent lists is at least now, a reality.   We will need to keep abreast 
of these changes, and as these become accepted, you will inevitably see changes to the systematic 
list within the report that reflect these changes. 
 
In the meantime, I need to thank everyone who has helped in so many ways to the production of 
this report.  You know who you are!  I have learnt much about Highland ornithology that was, and 
is, new to me, enriching my own understanding and appreciation of this glorious part of Scotland. 
 

Andy Douse 

April 2026 
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Guide for submitting bird records 
 

Why submit records? 
 
All acceptable records received directly by the Highland Bird Recorder or via BirdTrack or eBird are 
used to produce species summaries in the annual Highland Bird Report. This is intended to be the 
definitive historical record of birds occurring in Highland, open to comparison with previous years. 
It aims to give details of breeding performance, distribution, movements and between-year changes 
of common species, as well as providing a valuable record of rare and scarce species in the area. 
Submitting your records allows these summaries to be as accurate as possible. In addition, pooled 
knowledge of birds occurring at individual sites allows for an assessment of the ornithological value 
of sites. This can contribute towards decisions on development proposals, giving real and 
immediate conservation value to your records. 
 
To ensure that contributors and readers of the Highland Bird Report have confidence in its content, 
the Recorder is appointed by the committee of the Highland Branch of the Scottish Ornithologists’ 
Club. Where appropriate, records of rare and scarce species are assessed by the British Birds 
Rarities Committee (BBRC), the Scottish Birds Records Committee (SBRC) or the Highland Records 
Committee (HRC). It is important to remember that when a record fails to pass this assessment 
process, it does not necessarily mean that a mistake in identification has been made. Far more often, 
it means that the necessary standard of proof to permit a record to enter the permanent record has 
not been met. 
 

Which types of record are most useful? 
 
The annual Highland Bird Report is a summary of the ornithological year in the area and does not 
include every submitted record of every bird seen. Many of the records included involve systematic 
and coordinated counts, or careful observations of breeding performance. However, the report also 
tries to reflect other aspects of ornithology, such as the distribution of species in the area and the 
timing of migration, or the sighting of rare or scarce species. This last category is the one to which 
many eyes will be drawn initially, but these records are often the rewards of many days of hard 
fieldwork recording our regularly occurring or common species. 
 
Please note that all records of birds in the Highland recording area are most welcome. You never 
know when your seemingly everyday record may be just the piece of information we are looking 
for to use in the annual report. However, to give an idea of the types of records which prove most 
useful, we would especially welcome: 
 
o Arrival dates of summer visitors in spring. 
o First dates of inland-breeding species which desert the uplands in winter. 
o Last dates of summer visitors in autumn. 
o Arrival dates of winter visitors in autumn. 
o Last dates of winter visitors in spring. 
o Records of rarities and birds scarce in the area (including descriptions). 
o Counts of flocks of commoner species. 
o Comments on increases or decreases in any species in your area. 
o First dates of birds heard singing in your area. 
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o Breeding colony counts and other appropriate breeding data; for example, nest box 
schemes. 

o First dates of birds seen nest-building, feeding young or with fledged young. 
o Common species in unusual circumstances, or exhibiting unusual  behaviour 
 
When submitting records, species sightings should, where possible, include the following details: 

Species, number, age and sex if known, direction of flight (if appropriate), date and location. 
Ideally, the location should be given as a place name included on an Ordnance Survey 1:50000 
or 1:25000 map, accompanied by a six-figure grid reference, but for many purposes, providing a 
place name along with a four-figure grid reference is adequate.  

 
There are occasions when the locality of a bird record should be kept confidential. Examples are 
records of rare or scarce breeding birds. These records may be submitted to the Recorder in strict 
confidence and should be clearly marked as confidential. These will be stored separately from the 
main bulk of records. Such records will appear in the Highland Bird Report only as a brief summary 
and no specific localities will be published. Unless specifically requested not to do so, breeding 
records for all species on the list of rare breeding birds for which data are collected by the Rare Birds 
Breeding Panel (RBBP) will be submitted by the Recorder to the RBBP. These records are treated in 
strict confidence by RBBP and are only reported by county summaries in the annual report on rare 
breeding birds published in British Birds.  
 

How to submit your records 
 
Whilst some observers prefer to send in records at the end of each calendar year, we strongly 
encourage contributors to register for BirdTrack on the BTO website. By doing so, it is then very 
simple to submit records on an ongoing basis throughout the year, while the information is still fresh 
in the mind. At the end of the year, we can then pick up every record on one standard spreadsheet 
prepared by BirdTrack. The most important thing, however, is always to enter as much of the 
information that is requested in the section above as possible, especially a grid reference, as well as, 
on occasion, using the BirdTrack free-text Comments box to add any interesting observations about 
a particular record.  
 
For those of you who are not yet using BirdTrack, please send all records to the Highland Bird 
Recorder: John Poyner, 6 Mackenzie Crescent, Nethy Bridge, Highland PH25 3DU. Tel 07875 
094666.   The preferable way to communicate is via e-mail at highlandrecorder@yahoo.com. 
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Contributors to Highland Bird Report 2024 
 
The following organisations kindly provided records for inclusion within this Report. The practice 
of listing the hundreds of individual observers who submit records each year has been discontinued.  
It was a list which required exhaustive updating every year with the attendant scope for error, 
omission or duplication. Any observer who has submitted records, no matter how many, via the 
Highland Recorder, BirdTrack, eBird, or any of the organisations listed below, can be assured that 
their records have contributed to a significant degree in the preparation of this Report. 
 
BirdGuides 
BirdTrack  
eBird  
Highland & Moray Bird News (Facebook 

page) 
Highland Raptor Study Group 
Highland Ringing Group 
Moray Firth WeBS Counters 
NatureScot (North Highland)  

North Sutor Monitoring Report 
RSPB Highland Local Group 
RSPB Scotland 
Speyside Black Grouse Study Group 
SWT Handa Island 
SWT Isle of Eigg 
www.cairngormscapercaillie.scot 
www.highlandbirds.scot 
www.skye-birds.com  

 
Birding at Culbin © Alister Clunas 
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Reporting rare or scarce species and recent rarity 
decisions 
 
Descriptive evidence is required for the acceptance of the record of any rare or scarce bird in the 
Highland recording area. In some cases, the Rare Breeding Birds Panel may also require descriptive 
evidence. Below are guidelines on the types of records considered by each assessment committee 
and the species for which descriptions are required. It is very important that descriptions be 
submitted via the Highland Recorder who will forward them to the relevant authority and notify 
the observer of the outcome of assessment. The bulk of the description should, where possible, be 
based on original field notes made before reference to books or other reference material. 
 
It is important for observers to submit records with details of rare species to John Poyner at 
highlandrecorder@yahoo.com as soon as possible after a sighting. It is helpful if these records are 
submitted on a standard form (available from the Recorder or the relevant websites). Records will 
be judged locally or sent either to the Scottish Birds Records Committee (SBRC) or the British Birds 
Rarities Committee (BBRC) as appropriate. All the forms are available to download on the 
www.highlandbirds.scot website. Alternatively, BBRC forms can be downloaded from 
www.bbrc.org.uk and SBRC forms can be downloaded from www.the-soc.org.uk. For local rarities, 
please use an SBRC form. Claims of rare subspecies should be accompanied by full descriptions 
and, preferably with accompanying photographs, will be assessed by the appropriate committee. 
 
It is always a good idea, however experienced an observer you are, to get somebody else to confirm 
your identification. We would also appreciate it if all occurrences of rare or scarce birds are 
reported to the Recorder as soon as possible, so that others may have a chance to see the bird as 
well. We fully appreciate that some sightings may be in sensitive areas and we will not inform the 
general birding community of the occurrence of a rare bird if this is in the bird’s best interests or 
we are specifically requested not to do so. 
 

British Birds Rarities Committee (BBRC) 
 
This committee is made up of experts in bird identification who are elected by the County 
Recorders. It consists of 10 voting members and a non-voting secretary, serving for a fixed term, 
who adjudicate on all records of species, and some distinctive sub-species, which rarely occur in 
Britain (see their website for full details).  
 
Please note that no records of species considered by BBRC will be published in the Highland Bird 
Report, or the BBRC Report on Rare Birds in Britain, unless they have been accepted by BBRC. 

http://www.highlandbirds.scot/
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Scottish Birds Records Committee (SBRC) 
 
The SBRC adjudicates on all records of birds which are rare in Scottish terms, but which are not 
included in the BBRC list. It has seven voting members and a non-voting secretary, and at least six 
members must vote in favour for a record to be accepted.  
 

BBRC records accepted for 2024: 
King Eider Adult male, Kyle of Lochalsh. 30 May. L. Bland, J Fairbairns. 

Spotted Sandpiper Adult, site withheld. 8-11 June. A. Croudace, A. Starace et al. 

Spotted Sandpiper Adult, Scourie. 5 July. D. Cox. 

Bonaparte’s Gull Third calendar year+, Brora. 20-21 January. F. Bremner, Dean MacAskill, 

Peter Stronach. 

Bonaparte’s Gull Third calendar year +, Loch Fleet. 12 October - 8 November. Dean 

MacAskill. 

Zino’s/Fea’s/Desertas Petrel Strathy Point. 9 September. Dean MacAskill. 

Pallid Harrier Second calendar year female, Durness. 23 April.  Peter Stronach. 

BBRC records not proven in 2024: 
Albatross spp. Brora. 12 May. 

Lesser Scaup First calendar year female, Mellon Udrigle. 6 November.  

BBRC records accepted: 

2023: Todd’s Canada Goose interior/parvipes: Tarbat Ness, 2CY+. 25-26 October. P. 

Stronach, R.L. Swann; note previously accepted as same as Balnakeil 2023 (British Birds 

117: 670), now considered different following review. 

2023: Pallid Harrier: Inverness area, 3CY male. 12 June - 26 July, photo; note previously 

accepted and published as Pallid Harrier (British Birds 117:703),  now accepted as hybrid 

following review.   

BBRC record not proven for 2019: 

Black Scoter. Achmelvich Bay, Assynt. 11 November. 

BBRC record not proven for 2020: 

American Herring Gull. Portree. 19 January to 21 June. 
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Species and notable subspecies for which SBRC requires a description, as of 
January 2024: 
[Black Brant]     Woodchat Shrike  
Red-crested Pochard   Marsh Tit                                                                            
Apine Swift    Woodlark 
Stone-curlew     Short-toed Lark                                                               
Black-winged Stilt    Red-rumped Swallow 
[Continental Black-tailed Godwit] Cetti’s Warbler 
White-rumped Sandpiper  Radde’s Warbler  
Lesser Yellowlegs   Dusky Warbler 
Caspian Gull    Greenish Warbler 
Yellow-legged Gull   Arctic Warbler 
White-winged Black Tern  Melodious Warbler 
Wilson’s Petrel    Dartford Warbler 
Cory’s Shearwater   Nightingale (ssp. megarhynchos) 
Night-heron    Red-flanked Bluetail 
Cattle Egret    Citrine Wagtail 
Purple Heron    Parrot Crossbill (Sutherland, Lochaber, 
Montagu’s Harrier     Skye & Lochalsh only)                                                                                                      
Black Kite    Serin    
Little Owl                                    Ortolan Bunting         
European Bee-eater                   Cirl Bunting                                                     
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker                 
Red-footed Falcon   
     
      
                                     
                                                                       
      
     
     
              
    
 
 
             
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

SBRC record accepted for 2023: 
Stone-curlew Beauly 21-22 June. A. Noble 

 
SBRC records accepted for 2024: 
Stone-curlew Tomchrasky.16-18 May. Will Manson. 
Stone-curlew Adult, Alturlie. 23 September. Simeon Ewing. 
Cory’s Shearwater. Two. Lub Score, Duntulm. 20 August. N. Bennett.  
Purple Heron Isle of Muck. 16-18 April. Richard Turner. 

Bee-eater Tulloch Moor. 26 May. Jim Swalwell. 

Woodchat Shrike Juvenile. Aultgrishan. 5-9 September. Toni Disley, Bob McMillan. 

Red-rumped Swallow Three juveniles. Cromarty. 22 October. Kevin Davis. 

Greenish Warbler Tarbat Ness. 7 September. Bob Swann, James Crymble. 

Citrine Wagtail Second calendar-year female. Balnakeil. 22 May. Chris Rodger.  
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Please note that no records of these species will be published in the Highland Bird Report, or the 
SBRC Report on Rare Birds in Scotland, unless they have been accepted by the SBRC. 

 
Highland Records Committee (HRC) 
 
The Highland Records Committee (HRC) is tasked with assessing records of rare and scarce birds 
that occur in the recording area and making decisions on the content and order of the species list 
published within the Highland Bird Report. It will adjudicate on a variety of species, excluding those 
considered by the British Birds Rarities and Scottish Birds Records Committees (BBRC and SBRC), 
that are rare in, or new to, the recording area, or which may easily be confused with rare species. 
In the event of one of the HRC members being involved in the reporting of a bird which is being 
adjudicated upon by the committee, that person will not be allowed to vote upon the record and a 
probationary HRC member, due to start a term the next January, will cast a vote in his/her place. In 
2020, this was changed to preserve the independence of the Recorder in the voting process.  
 
The composition of the Highland Records Committee which carried out all adjudications on the 
records of this Report was Pete Gordon (Chair), Steve Broyd, Kate Clarke, Simon Eaves, George Gay, 
Dean MacAskill and Andy Williams. During the year, Neil Bennett was the substitute assessor, as 
described above. 
 
The HRC may also require a description for any record of a normally common species that does 
not fall within the normal pattern of occurrence; for example, a Willow Warbler in winter. Any 
difficult or contentious decisions may be passed on to SBRC for adjudication. In many cases, all that 
will be required is a brief description based on the diagnostic features which establish a bird’s 
identity. Photographs are acceptable and indeed helpful, but must be accompanied by a written 
statement describing the circumstances of the record. If accepted, the record may be included in 
the report for the year in which it was reported. Submissions received after the publication 
deadline for the year in which the record occurred will be held over and included in a following 
year’s report. In the case of birds which are seen by many observers, please do not assume that 
others have reported the occurrence. Every year, we are unable to include records of birds seen in 
Highland because no-one has made a submission to HRC for consideration. 
 
HRC considered 83 submissions (31 species and five sub-species – as recognized at the time) seen 
in 2024. Of these, 77 were accepted and there were only six cases for which insufficient evidence 
was presented for the records to be accepted. These figures are similar to those of 2023. Only those 
observers who submitted acceptable descriptions are listed below. 

SBRC record not proven for 2024:  
Woodchat Shrike Ardheslaig. 11 May. 
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HRC records accepted for 2024: 
Snow Goose (adult). Fodderty, Dingwall. 5 January – 16 February. Simon Cohen, Peter 

Stronach et al. 

Tundra Bean Goose (2 adults). Stittenham. 4-8 March. Jack Morris. 

Tundra Bean Goose (adult). Culmaily, Dornoch. 5 April. Jack Morris. 

European White-fronted Goose (adult). Carrbridge. 19-26 February. Dave Pierce, Simon 

Eaves. 

European White-fronted Goose (adult). Dell of Killiehuntly, Insh. 21 January - 18 February. 

Dave Pierce. 

European White-fronted Goose (2CY). Loch Fleet. 29 March. Peter Stronach. 

European White-fronted Goose (adult).  Camore, Dornoch. 5 April. Jack Morris. 

European White-fronted Goose (2CY). Loch Fleet. 20 October. Dean MacAskill. 

European White-fronted Goose (adult). Cuthill. 4 November. Dean MacAskill. 

Green-winged Teal (male). Boat of Garten. 4-7 March. Andy Tonge.  

Green-winged Teal (male). Alturlie Pools/Easter Dalziel. 19 January – 13 April. Blair Whyte.  

Green-winged Teal (male). Alturlie. 18 October – 8 December. R. McLeod, C. Leslie et al. 

Green-winged Teal (male). Loch Fleet. 7 October – 4 December. Dean MacAskill.  

Green-winged Teal (male). Tain Links. 22 October into 2025. Bob Swann et al. 

Ring-necked Duck (male). Acharacle. 12 February – 1 May. Andrew Dacre.  

Ring-necked Duck (adult female). Acharacle. 14 December into 2025. Bob McMillan. 

Surf Scoter (first-summer male). Portmahomack. 20 June. Dave Tanner. 

Surf Scoter (2, adult males). Dornoch, 14 November into 2025. Dean MacAskill. 

Nightjar (4, 2 adult pairs). Site withheld. 24 June – 20 August.  

Turtle Dove (adult). Stein, Waternish. 23 May. Sam & Lynn Richards.  

Turtle Dove (adult). Rum. 20-21 September. Sean Morris.  

Turtle Dove sp. Clovullin. 16 September. Ronnie Wilson. 

Great Crested Grebe (adult). Insh Marshes. 24-25 January. Angus Croudace. 

Great Crested Grebe (pair). Loch Insh. 25-29 April. Dave Pierce.  

Red-necked Grebe (adult). Golspie. 5 November. Dean MacAskill.  

Avocet Castle Stuart Bay. 9 May. (Brian Minshull, Stefanie Whyte et al). 

Little Ringed Plover (2). Site withheld. 9 June - 13 June, at least.   Angus Croudace, Alex Starace.  

Temminck’s Stint (2, pair). Location withheld. 18 May - 15 June. Scott & Angela Wotherspoon.  

Red-necked Phalarope Site withheld. 24 May – 14 June. Dean MacAskill.  

Red-necked Phalarope Helmsdale. 16 September. George Polson. 

Grey Phalarope (adult). Strathy Point. 9 September. Dean MacAskill.  

Grey Phalarope (adult). Embo. 18 November. Dean MacAskill.  

Spotted Redshank (adult). Munlochy Bay. 18 June. Julie Hogg. 

Sabine’s Gull (adult). Neist Point. 13 May. J. Edwards. 
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Sabine’s Gull (adult). Strathy Point. 22 August. Dean MacAskill. 

Sabine’s Gull (adult). Corran. 30 August. Glyn Evans.  

Sabine’s Gull (2, adult & juvenile). Strathy Point. 30 August. Dean MacAskill. 

Sabine’s Gull (juvenile). Strathy Point. 9 September. Dean MacAskill. 

Sabine’s Gull (2 juveniles). Sound of Raasay from Portree. 12 September.  

Kumlien’s Gull (adult). Helmsdale. 5 January – 21 April. Jack Morris et al. 

Kumlien’s Gull (2CY). Brora. 29 January – 27 April. Dean MacAskill. 

Black Tern (2 adults). Brora. 9 May. Andy Williams. 

Black Tern (juvenile). Brora. 14 August. Dean MacAskill. 

White-billed Diver (adult). Embo. 15 May. Dean MacAskill. 

White-billed Diver (adult). Brora. 10 May – 17 June. Ben Morris. 

White-billed Diver (adult). Strathy Point. 11 November. Dean MacAskill. 

Balearic Shearwater Embo. 27 August. Dean MacAskill. 

Great Shearwater (23). Faraid Head. 11 November. Peter Stronach.  

Great Shearwater At sea, The Minch. 24 November. Peter Stronach.  

Great White Egret Loch Insh. 10-13 May. Steve Broyd. 

Great White Egret Broadford Bay area. 12-15 May. Bob McMillan, Neil Bennett.  

Great White Egret Nigg Bay. 11 June. Dr D. Marsh. 

Great White Egret Loch Osgaig. 24 May. Malcolm Thomas. 

Great White Egret Loch Insh. 28 October. Dave Pierce, Simon Eaves.  

Great White Egret Loch Eye. 10 October to year end. Ian Wilson. 

Great White Egret Aird Bernisdale, Skye. 28-29 December. D.F. MacDonald. 

Great White Egret Broadford Bay. 8 November. Paula Olde-Wolbers, Bob McMillan, Neil 

Bennett. 

Rough-legged Buzzard (juvenile). Killin. 2-3 January. Keith Alexander, Peter Stronach. 

Hobby Heast, Isle of Skye. 10 May. Neil Bennett. 

Hobby Brora. 4 June.  Dean MacAskill. 

Hobby Udale Bay. 23 August. Mike Coleman.  

Hobby Kyle of Tongue. 3 June. Jim Scott. 

Hobby Dornoch. 27 May. Dean MacAskill. 

Red-backed Shrike (adult male). Forsinard. 21 May. Graham Thompson. 

Red-backed Shrike (adult male). Glen Loth. 17 June. Jort Brough. 

Blyth’s Reed Warbler (4+ birds). Male 17-26 June, joined by female 22 June, 2+ young fledged, 

last bird seen 8 August. 

Icterine Warbler (adult male). Creag Meagaidh. 19 June. Mike Coleman. 

Icterine Warbler (adult male). Ribigill, Tongue. 31 May – 3 June. Jim Scott. 
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Species and [notable subspecies] for which HRC requires descriptions, as at 
January 2026:  
 
[Dark-bellied Brent Goose]   White Stork 
Snow Goose     [Continental Cormorant] 
Taiga Bean Goose    Glossy Ibis 
Tundra Bean Goose    Spoonbill  
White-fronted Goose (European race)   Bittern  
Bewick’s Swan      Honey-buzzard (except breeding) 
Egyptian Goose    Rough-legged Buzzard 
Garganey (except breeding plumage males) Hobby (except breeding) 
American Wigeon    Ring-necked Parakeet 
Ring-necked Duck    Red-backed Shrike 
Surf Scoter     Great Grey Shrike  
Ruddy Duck     Golden Oriole   
Smew      Chough 
Nightjar         Willow Tit 
Turtle Dove     Bearded Reedling   
Spotted Crake     Shore Lark 
Great Crested Grebe (except Moray Firth) Pallas’s Warbler 
Red-necked Grebe    Reed Warbler 
Black-necked Grebe    Marsh Warbler 
Avocet      Blyth’s Reed Warbler 
American Golden Plover   Icterine Warbler  
Little Ringed Plover     Barred Warbler 
Temminck’s Stint     Firecrest 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper   Rose-coloured Starling (except adult- 
             plumaged birds) 
 
 

Siberian Chiffchaff (“showing characteristics of”). Redcastle. 5 November. John Poyner, 

Peggy Munday et al. 

Siberian Chiffchaff (“showing characteristics of”). Portree. 17 November. Neil Bennett.  

Common Rosefinch (adult male). Clachtoll, Lochinver. 10 June. Andy Summers.  

Common Rosefinch (adult male).  Muir of Ord. 28 May – 8 July. Henry McGhie. 

Yellow Wagtail (ssp flava, 2CY). Balnakeil.10 May. Peter Stronach. 

Yellow Wagtail (ssp flavissima). Insh Marshes. 3 May. Ian Misselbrook.  

Red-breasted Flycatcher (first-winter). Kilmory Glen, Rum. 17-19 October.  Sean 

Morris.  

Yellow Wagtail (ssp flava, adult male). Balnakeil. 9-10 May. Peter Stronach. 

Yellow Wagtail (ssp flavissima). Insh Marshes. 3 May. Ian Misselbrook.  

Common Rosefinch (adult male). Clachtoll, Lochinver. 10 June. Andy Summers.  

Common Rosefinch (adult male).  Muir of Ord. 28 May – 8 July. Henry McGhie, Geoff 

Crook. 
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Please note that no records of these species will be published in the Highland Bird Report unless 
backed up by a description which has been accepted by HRC.   Note that the HRC description list is 
revised annually. 
 

 

Rare Breeding Birds Panel (RBBP): 2023 summary 
 
An annual report on rare breeding birds in the UK is published by RBBP in British Birds. As well 
as records submitted through the County Records system, it includes additional information such 
as that obtained from Raptor Study Groups, Wildlife and Countryside Act Schedule 1 Licence 
Returns and individual records submitted privately, and so it may be regarded as the definitive 
record of rare breeding birds. 
 
Every effort is made to ensure consistency between the Breeding sub-sections for rare breeding 
birds in the systematic list in our Highland Bird Report and what is published in the RBBP report 
for the year. However, as our publication date precedes that of the RBBP report, any 
inconsistencies between the reports are not published until our next report. We detail below RBBP 
figures which differ from those given in Highland Bird Report for 2023. As might be expected, for 
the reasons given in the paragraph above, all or some of the RBBP numbers quoted below for most 
species are larger than the equivalent numbers in our reports. In those instances where this is not 
the case, the Highland Bird Report figures are indicated in brackets. These mostly relate to birds of 
prey and it appears that the RBBP figures are incorrect, so they have been highlighted to the Panel, 
for correction. Species order follows that used in the relevant year’s Highland Bird Report. 
 

Pectoral Sandpiper    Bluethroat 
Red-necked Phalarope   Red-breasted Flycatcher 
Grey Phalarope    Yellow Wagtail (^) 
Spotted Redshank    Richard’s Pipit 
Sabine’s Gull     Olive-backed Pipit 
Mediterranean Gull (except adults)  Water Pipit 
Ring-billed Gull   Common Rosefinch 
[Kumlien’s Gull]    Parrot Crossbill (*)  
Roseate Tern Scottish Crossbill(**) 
Black Tern     Lapland Bunting 
Long-tailed Skua (except breeding plumage) Corn Bunting (except core breeding area 
White-billed Diver       east of Inverness) 
Balearic Shearwater     Little Bunting 
Great Shearwater     
 
Bold species delegated by SBRC 
* SBRC species for Sutherland, Lochaber, Skye & Lochalsh [Sonagrams required] 
** [Sonagrams and photographs required. Submissions not meeting these criteria may be 
accepted as “showing characteristics of”, for example, Siberian Chiffchaff. 

 ̂All races, excluding BBRC ssp. 
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Whooper Swan: three sites, three probable breeding pairs, plus additional summering birds.  

Shoveler: two sites, one confirmed pair, 10 total pairs, estimated 10 total pairs. 

Wigeon: 24 sites, 12 confirmed pairs, 92 total pairs. 

Scaup: no records. (HBR: no confirmed breeding, but one or two birds at five sites during 
May-July). 

Common Scoter: four sites, three confirmed pairs, 17 total pairs, plus one site with one confirmed 
pair and 11 total pairs in Caithness/Highland. (HBR: 15 females West Inverness-shire, plus 
three females at two lochs checked in Sutherland) 

Goldeneye: 68 confirmed pairs, 72 total pairs. (HBR: 56 confirmed pairs, 115 probable pairs.) 

Red-breasted Merganser: 15 confirmed pairs, 60 total pairs, estimated 70 total pairs. (HBR: 18 
confirmed pairs, 82 total pairs.) 

Capercaillie: 43 leks, 161 males. 

Quail: nine singing males. (HBR: 11 males, likely singing.) 

Corncrake: seven singing males on mainland, 14 on Skye. (HBR: five singing males on 
mainland, 14 on Skye in census, but at least 18 singing males in total may include moving 
birds.) 

Spotted Crake: four singing males.  

Slavonian Grebe: nine sites, seven confirmed pairs, 16 total pairs.  

Dotterel: 16 sites, seven confirmed pairs, 24 total pairs. 

Whimbrel: one confirmed breeding pair. 

Temminck’s Stint: four sites, one-five breeding pairs. 

Red-necked Phalarope: two sites, one confirmed pair, two total pairs. 

Green Sandpiper: seven sites, two confirmed pairs, seven total pairs.   

Wood Sandpiper: 36 sites, one confirmed pair, 68 total pairs. 

Greenshank: 117 total pairs. 

Little Tern: two sites, five confirmed pairs, one young fledged. 

Red-throated Diver: 22 confirmed pairs, 37 total pairs. 

Black-throated Diver: twelve confirmed pairs, 33 total pairs. 

Osprey: 72 confirmed pairs., 131 young fledged. (HBR: 72 confirmed pairs, 132+ young 
fledged.) 

Goshawk: 11 confirmed pairs, 13 total pairs, estimated 40 total pairs. 

Hen Harrier: 33 confirmed pairs, 63 total pairs, 71 young fledged. (HBR: 26 confirmed pairs, 75 
young fledged)  

White-tailed Eagle: 54 confirmed pairs, 64 total pairs, 42 young fledged. (HBR: 50 confirmed 
pairs, 72 confirmed pairs, 45 young fledged.) 
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Long-eared Owl: 23 confirmed pairs, 24 total pairs, estimated 70-100 total pairs. 

Short-eared Owl: four confirmed pairs, seven total pairs. 

Wryneck: two sites, male singing and excavating nest-hole on 25 and 27 May and a singing bird at 
a second site.  

Merlin: 12 confirmed pairs, 25 total pairs. 

Peregrine Falcon: 11 confirmed pairs, 29 total pairs, estimated 90 total pairs. 

Crested Tit: 10 confirmed pairs, 48 total pairs. 

Fieldfare: one probable breeding pair on 30 June with a juvenile thrush spp. nearby.  

Redwing: three sites: one probable breeding pair and two singing males. (HBR: no confirmed 
breeding but records from Sutherland (seven sites), Badenoch & Strathspey (four sites) 
and single sites in Easter Ross and Inverness-shire.) 

Black Redstart: one site, one total pair.  

Snow Bunting: Cairngorms: two confirmed breeding pairs, one possible breeding pair and four 
singing males; West Highlands: three singing males. (HBR: four-seven singing males West 
Highlands, six birds elsewhere on three more hills in May-June.) 

 

Reference: 

Eaton, M. A. & the Rare Breeding Birds Panel. Rare Breeding Birds in the UK in 2023; British 
Birds 118, 568-634. 
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Highland weather in 2024 
by Alex Joss 

This information was gleaned from the Met Office website and its weather maps for the Highland 
region. The analysis relates to long-term means in this area for the period 1991–2020. Following 
last year’s warmest year in the UK since 1884, 2024 was the second warmest. Mean temperatures 
in Highland were between 0.2 and 0.5⁰C warmer than the long-term average in the north, and 0.5 
and 1⁰C warmer in the south of the region. Rainfall was slightly higher than average around the 
Moray Firth, but somewhat lower in north Skye and most of the west mainland. Apart from in 
Badenoch & Strathspey, it was 5-10% sunnier than normal and even more so in Wester Ross.  
 
January The mean temperature throughout Highland matched the January long-term average, 
with the lowest temperature of -100C recorded at Drumnadrochit on the 19th. As in 2022, it was a 
dull month in all but a few pockets in the east and large parts of the west coast and islands 
experienced less than 70% of average hours of sunshine. Rainfall mostly matched the long-term 
average, although Loch Glascarnoch in Ross-shire saw 34cm of snow on the 18-19th.  
 
February High pressure for most of February brought mean temperatures to around 2⁰C warmer 
than average for all of Highland. The settled pattern was temporarily disrupted by Storm Otto, 
which gusted to 122mph on Cairn Gorm summit on the 17th. It remained dull, with normal or 
below average rainfall, in most of the region. The exception was the north-west, which had the 
usual hours of sunshine, but a 46mm downpour at Cassley on the 2nd.  
 
March Mean temperatures in March were at least -0.5⁰C colder than the long-term average over 
all of Highland, and -1.5-2.5⁰C colder in areas north of Inverness. Altnaharra was the coldest place 
on 9 March with -16⁰C. Unlike southern England, which experienced an extremely wet and dull 
month, Highland had largely normal rainfall and hours of sunshine. Parts of the west mainland 
were up 50% drier than normal and Lochaber was somewhat sunnier.  
    
April Mean temperatures in April were largely in line with the long-term average. Lochaber, 
Lochalsh and Skye were the only areas to be 0.5-1.5⁰C warmer than normal. Conversely, it was drier 
in most areas, except Skye and Lochaber, and also sunnier, except in parts of Badenoch & 
Strathspey. Wester Ross and Sutherland had up to 50% more hours of sunshine than normal. 
 
May Highland was uniformly warmer than long-term average for May, by 0.5-1.5⁰C, and more so 
in the south. It was also drier, with less than a third of the long-term average rainfall in large parts 
of Lochaber, Lochalsh and Wester Ross. However, hours of sunshine matched the average 
throughout the region.  
 
June The warmest June in the UK since recording began in 1884 brought mean temperatures to at 
least 2.5⁰C above the long-term average everywhere in Highland, and more than 3.5⁰C above 
average in Lochalsh. All parts experienced at least 50% more sunshine, while most of Ross-shire, 
Lochalsh and western Sutherland had 70% more. Rainfall levels were normal, or up to 50% lower 
in Badenoch & Strathspey and patches of Skye and the north-west coast.  
 
July In contrast to June, July was an unsettled month, although Highland mean temperatures were 
around the long-term average, or 1⁰C cooler, mainly in the eastern half. Most of Highland had 
normal amounts of sunshine, apart from NW Sutherland and Badenoch & Strathspey, which had 
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below average. It was generally wetter, and the Sutherland-Ross-shire and Badenoch-Lochaber 
boundary areas experienced nearly twice the normal rainfall. 
 
August Another unsettled month, dominated by low pressure, raised mean temperatures in 
Highland from Skye southwards by 0.5-1.5⁰C above the long-term average, whilst leaving most 
northwards areas in normal temperatures. Rainfall amounts were largely normal, apart from 
pockets of slightly wetter weather in north Sutherland, Inverness-shire and Skye, and slightly drier 
in Lochalsh. Hours of sunshine were also mostly normal, but slightly reduced in Lochaber, 
Badenoch & Strathspey and part of Sutherland. 
 
September An early September heatwave in England was reflected to a lesser degree throughout 
Highland, where mean temperatures were 0.5-1.5⁰C warmer than the long-term average, and 
higher in the extreme south. It was also about 20% sunnier in most of Highland, and more so in 
Ross-shire, but increased rainfall affected the region from Skye southwards and in coastal parts of 
the north-west.  
 
October Highland was different from most of the rest of the UK in October in that mean 
temperatures and hours of sunshine matched the long-term average. Even the amounts of rainfall 
were normal in most of the western half of the region. However, the wettest two-day period on 
record in Scotland on the 6-7th brought severe flood warnings to parts of Aviemore and, later in 
the month, Storm Babet, which caused exceptional flood damage in eastern Scotland, impacted the 
eastern seaboard of Highland to a lesser degree. 
 
November Incursions of colder air in November reduced mean temperatures throughout 
Highland to -0.5 to -1.5⁰C below the long-term average and Altnaharra recorded -7.1⁰C on the 16th. 
Regarding sunshine, the region was divided, with the area from Skye northwards having up to 50% 
more than average, and more in Wester Ross, while the south-east had up to 50% less. Most areas, 
apart from around the Moray Firth, experienced 25-50% lower the normal rainfall.  
  
December The mean temperature in December was similar to the long-term average, with rainfall 
and hours of sunshine equal to or slightly above the long-term average.  
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Review of ornithological year 2024 
by Andy Douse 
 
It was another good year for rarities and some breeding birds across Highland, with 250 species 
being recorded, an increase compared with the total of 244 from 2023.  The use of BirdTrack and 
eBird has undoubtedly led to the increase in submitted records and there were over 182000 
records submitted from 8559 sites (though it is likely some of these records are duplicates of 
species and sites given different names).   A particular highlight for Highland was a breeding 
Blyth’s Reed Warbler in Sutherland (see below) and a sea-watched Fea/Deserta’s Petrel, with 
the former breeding for the first time in the UK.  Other notable breeding records were Common 
Crane, a non-breeding hybrid pair of Black-throated Diver and Great Northern Diver (as also 
reported from Sutherland in 2023) and a Pallid Harrier in Sutherland.  It is very likely that 
Common Crane will be seen in increasing numbers in future years, assuming the Cairngorm 
Cranes (re)introduction proceeds. Nightjar returned as a breeding species.  
 
Other notable rarities were Snow Goose, Spotted Sandpiper, Avocet, Stone Curlew, Great 
White Egret and Red-rumped Swallow.  Purple Sandpiper bred successfully, Temminck’s 
Stints bred again but young were predated ; a Green Sandpiper may have bred; and a singing 
Icterine Warbler was noted at Creag Meagaidh.  It is also notable that sea watching from various 
locations along the north and east coasts as well as from the Ullapool to Stornoway ferry, is 
revealing the range of species that once were considered only very occasional or rare.  Good 
numbers of Balearic Shearwaters, Cory’s Shearwaters, Great Shearwaters and Sabine’s Gull 
are now being seen regularly, often in significant numbers.  The Ullapool to Stornoway ferry is 
notable for its Autumn passage of Sooty Shearwaters and both species of  Storm Petrel. 
 
It was a mixed year for regular wintering and breeding species.  Corncrake had a good year on 
Skye, and Black Grouse numbers held up across the two areas where regular monitoring occurs.  
Wood Sandpiper numbers also increased,  though whether this is due to better surveillance is not 
entirely clear.  Corn Buntings, Yellowhammers and Tree Sparrows seem to be hanging on in 
their core areas east of Inverness, perhaps suggesting that management measures targeting these 
species may be maintaining numbers.  In contrast, Kingfisher, Nuthatch and Magpie continue to 
expand their range across Highland and it will be interesting to see how the forthcoming Atlas 
records the expansion in range of these once scarce species.  However, it was a poor year for most 
seabirds across colonies both west and east, and the number of Capercaillie breeding males at lek 
sites declined across their core and peripheral ranges.  Worrying declines in Greenland White-
fronted Geese continue, with some sites with small numbers disappearing, reflecting a wider 
population trend across the whole wintering range in Scotland and Ireland.  It was also a 
disappointing year for Dotterel and Slavonian Grebe.  The long-term prognosis for both of these 
beautiful breeding species looks grim, unless appropriate management can be introduced at key 
sites.  Declines in some wintering waders across the Moray Firth were also seen, such as Ringed 
Plover, Knot and Turnstone, though Sanderling numbers showed a significant increase on 2023 
totals. 
 
 

Sutherland  
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by Bob Swann 
 
Winter:  The severe storms of the previous autumn were still causing problems for sea ducks, with 
numbers well down at the usual SE Sutherland sites and some turning up in unusual places such 
as 56 Long-tailed Ducks foraging in the mouth of the Brora River on 2 January. Waxwings were 
also in low numbers, with just a single in Helmsdale on 10 January. Unusual records of wintering 
Ruff comprised a male and female seen at Durness on 11 January.  An adult Kumlien’s Gull was 
found at Helmsdale on 5 January and a second calendar year bird at Brora, both remaining until 
late April, with a Bonaparte’s Gull also at Brora on 21-22 January. Wintering Little Gull numbers 
peaked at 24 on 6 February at their favoured site at the mouth of the Brora River. 
 
Spring:  Another Kumlien’s Gull turned up on 2 March, this time a second calendar year bird at 
Brora. It was then the turn of the rarer geese, with a Greenland White-fronted Goose at Loch 
Fleet on 18 March, and a European White-fronted Goose in the same area on 29 March.  On 9 
April, a Scandinavian Rock Pipit changing into summer plumage was identified at Embo. 
Hawfinches often turn up in Sutherland in Spring. This year, there were only two records, one at 
Brora on 4 April and the other at Melvich on 21 April. A count of eight Little Terns at Dornoch on 
29 April was good for recent years. Once again, and on the same date as the previous year, a Pallid 
Harrier turned up at Durness on 23 April.  An adult Blue-headed Wagtail at Balnakeil on 9-10 
May was joined by a Yellow Wagtail on the latter date. In addition at Balnakeil, a Citrine Wagtail 
was reported on 22 May. Also there on 9 May, a Tundra Bean Goose was an unusual record, as 
was a single Snow Goose there on 13 May.  A Garganey was also present on the marsh most of 
the month and was still present in mid-June.  Sea watching produced two Black Terns at Brora on 
9 May. White-billed Divers now appear to be regular off SE Sutherland in spring, with singles off 
Brora on 10 May and Embo on 15 May.  Three Ruff were seen at Dornoch on 23 May.  Spring 
passage of passerines produced a Hoopoe in Brora on 12 May, a Lesser Whitethroat at Durness 
Health Centre on 13 May and another at Droman pier, NW of Kinlochbervie on 26 May. A small 
influx of Rose-coloured Starlings saw birds at Scourie on 21, 23 and 28 May, and an immature at 
Culkein, Drumbeg on 27 May and, on 28 May, at Clachtoll. Single Hobbies were at Dornoch on 27 
May, Kyle of Tongue on 3 June  and Brora next day. A singing Icterine Warbler was found near 
Tongue on 31 May. Waders on the move included a Curlew Sandpiper at Dornoch on 29 May. 
 
Summer/Breeding:  A significant flock of over 200 Ringed Plover was recorded on the west 
coast on 6 June at Culkein, probably Arctic migrants. A Common Rosefinch was at Clachtoll on 10 
June and a very late Waxwing was at Melvich on 16 June. A White-billed Diver off Brora on 17 
June was probably summering locally.  June also produced Sutherland’s top highlight of the year, 
when a Blyth’s Reed Warbler was heard singing at a coastal site in the southeast on the 17th. 
Remarkably it was joined by a female on the 22nd and they went on to breed and rear two young. 
The first breeding record for Highland, Scotland and the UK!  Other interesting summer records 
included a late Pomarine Skua at Loch Fleet on 10 June and three from Skelbo six days later, whilst 
a late Long-tailed Skua was off Embo on the 25th. On the same date, a count of 22 Common 
Sandpipers at The Mound was unusually high. Near Dornoch, two Common Cranes were present 
on 24 June. July was fairly quiet, but a Spotted Sandpiper at Scourie on 5 July was a good find. On 
19 July, a Great Northern Diver was seen on a Sutherland Loch with an adult Black-throated 
Diver, but there was no evidence of breeding. A female Scaup in the Durness area on 1 August was 
unusual, but again no evidence of breeding.  By the end of August, seabirds were on the move. A 
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single juvenile Black Tern was at Brora river mouth on the 14th and two were noted at Embo on 
the 31st. At Strathy Point, a Sabine’s Gull was seen on the 22nd and an adult and juvenile there on 
the 30th.  The 27th was a good sea-watching day, with a Long-tailed Skua off Embo, and two 
records of single Cory’s Shearwater.  
 
Autumn:  A Kingfisher at Bettyhill on 3 September was perhaps the most northerly in the country. 
Spotted Redshank are very scarce birds in Sutherland, so one at the Mound on 5 September was 
a good find. The 9 September was a classic sea watching day at Strathy Point with a Grey 
Phalarope, a Sabine’s Gull, a Long-tailed Skua, 211 Sooty Shearwater and the biggest prize – a 
Fea’s/Deserta’s Petrel.  Elsewhere on 10 September, a Pied Flycatcher was at Braemore 
Junction, and a juvenile Red-necked Phalarope was at Helmsdale on the 16th. That day, the first 
Yellow-browed Warbler of the autumn was at Helmsdale on 16 September, with another at 
Melness on the 30th.  An adult Bonaparte’s Gull was present in the Coul Links/Loch Fleet area 
between 12 October and 8 November. A Black Redstart was a good find at Loch Eriboll on 18 
October. On 7 October, a Green-winged Teal was noted at Loch Fleet and remained into 2025 and 
a European/Russian White-fronted Goose was identified there on the 20th. A Hawfinch at 
Melness on 24 October wrapped up a fairly quiet autumn by recent Sutherland standards. 
 
Winter:  A Red-necked Grebe was at Golspie on 5 November and four late Swallows were at 
Dornoch on 10 November. More sea watching at Strathy Point on 11 November produced two late 
Pomarine Skua, a White-billed Diver, 24 Sooty Shearwaters, and 23 Great Shearwaters were 
reported from Faraid Head, where a Lapland Bunting was also seen.  Two adult males Surf 
Scoters were noted on 14 November off Dornoch and remained into 2025, integrating with a flock 
of Common Scoters. A Grey Phalarope was at Embo on 18 November and Little Gulls peaked at 
12 on 26 November at nearby Brora.  
 

Ross-shire 
 by Pete Gordon 
 
Winter:  Sober birders on 1 January logged 57 Purple Sandpipers at Balintore and eight Red-
throated Divers at Portmahomack.  On 3 January, 446 Golden Plovers and 64 Pintails were 
counted at Nigg and Udale Bays. Next day, 13 Grey Partridges, 49 Long-tailed Ducks and 18 Red-
breasted Mergansers were at Loch Eye. A Snow Goose with a large flock of Pink-footed Geese 
near Dingwall on 5th moved to Culbokie and was possibly the bird seen later at Alness. A Great 
White Egret was also seen at Dingwall next day. A total of 51 Skylarks and 51 Coots were at Loch 
Eye on 10 January and the overwintering drake Green-winged Teal at Tain stayed until 10 April. 
A Black Redstart at Hilton of Cadboll, also on 10 January, was possibly the bird seen in late 2023. 
A Glaucous Gull was at Udale Bay on 13 January and 40 Tree Sparrows were counted at Fodderty 
on 14-15 January. On 21 January, 810 Scaup were counted at Cromarty and 25 Collared Doves at 
Portmahomack. An unseasonal Ruff was at Udale Bay on 25 January, 1500 Woodpigeons were 
seen near Dingwall on 26 January and Pink-footed Geese peaked at 10040 at Fodderty that day. 
On 29 January, an Iceland Gull was found at Gairloch, along with 61 Goldeneyes - a good west 
coast record. A Blackcap at Fortrose that day stayed until 28 March. 50 Great Cormorants were 
at Portmahomack on 2 February.  A count of 200 Twites were at North Kessock on 9 February and 
100 Bramblings at North Kessock on 15 February was by far the largest flock.  Notably, 1500 
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Knots were at Tain on 16 February and 45 Pale-bellied Brent Geese at Rosemarkie on 17 
February, with one more at Chanonry Point on 30 March.  An early Puffin was at Portmahomack 
on 19 February, on which date a peak count of 400 Teals was made at Loch Eye. Next day, 250 
Shelducks were counted at Tain. On 25 February, a Ruddy Shelduck was noted near Dingwall 
and was seen occasionally until 15 September. Six Stock Doves were at Loch Eye on 26 February. 
A  total of 125 Shags and an Iceland Gull were at Tarbat Ness on 4 March.  200 Bar-tailed Godwits 
were at Udale Bay on 8 March and 148 Goldeneyes were at Loch Eye on 12th.  The last Brambling 
was at Hilton of Cadboll on 24 April. 
 
Spring:  A total of 45 Black-throated Divers were at Naast in Wester Ross on 1 March.  The first 
Chiffchaff was reported at Kinellan on 16 March. Four Great Skuas at Loch Gairloch on 26 March 
were relatively late, a Dotterel at Coulags on 30 March was exceptionally early and a House 
Martin was at Achnasheen next day. 40 Whooper Swans flying NW near Stittenham on 20 March 
also hinted that summer was just around the corner. High counts of 23 Slavonian Grebes were 
made at the Beauly Firth on 30 March and on 10 April.  A flock of  97 Goldfinches were at Hilton of 
Cadboll on 3 April.  The first Willow Warbler was at Loch Eye on 6 April, four Whitethroats sang 
at Maryburgh on 21 April and 55 Black-tailed Godwits were at the Beauly Firth on 12 April. A 
Glaucous Gull was noted at Tarbat Ness on 1 May and the first Sedge Warbler was at Achavandra 
Moor next day.  Udale Bay still held 3000 Pink-footed Geese in early May and 1000 Guillemots 
were reported there on 4 May. Tarbat Ness held 19 Whimbrels on 4 May and an Iceland Gull on 
4-13 May.  Red-backed Shrikes were found at Forsinard on 21 May and Glen Loth on 17 June. At 
Portmahomack, Common Scoters peaked at 1845 on 5 May, with a Velvet Scoter there on 15 
June and a male Surf Scoter on 20 June. A Common Crane at Hill of Fearn on 7 May was the first 
of several records, culminating in Highland’s first breeding record. A Little Tern at Alness Point on 
15 May was the only record of that species. Kittiwake numbers at Tarbat Ness peaked at 722 on 
20 May. 150 Ringed Plovers at Udale Bay on 23 May will have been largely Arctic breeders. A 
Great White Egret was near Ullapool next day. It is not long since this was a national rarity, but 
now it is expected annually in Highland.  Across Easter Ross, the number of occupied Capercaillie 
leks decreased to five and the number of lekking males halved to five. A sample survey of 14 x 5km2 
squares for lekking Black Grouse in the Corrimony and Beauly catchment estimated a total 
population of 404 males, a small increase on 2023. 
 
Summer:  A Common Rosefinch returned to Muir of Ord on 28 May and an occupied Magpie 
nest at Achnasheen on 29 April indicates the spread of another species. The Invergordon and 
Cromarty Firth Eider colony declined to 108 nests and only 44 of these produced ducklings. Of 43 
Arctic Tern nests at Invergordon Port, all failed, as did Common Terns, probably due to mink 
predation, although a second attempt was made involving 102 nests. This was a lower figure than 
any previous attempt, possibly due to avian flu. Kittiwake numbers on two plots at North Sutor 
declined by 43% to only 65 nests, but at Tarbat Ness 1250 were counted on 29 June. A dramatic 
58% decline in Shag nests at North Sutor was thought to have been caused by high mortality in 
winter storms, but breeding success was above average. In the long-running Easter Ross study 
area, the number of Buzzards laying eggs fell to its lowest ever total, despite an increase in 
occupied territories. Breeding Redwings were found at one Wester Ross site and, potentially, at 
two others.  Canada Geese started to arrive for their mid-summer moult, with 38 at Udale Bay on 
29 May, rising to a peak of 600 on 17 August. Also moulting there were 305 Greylag Geese on 22 
August. A Great White Egret was at Nigg Bay on 11 June and a Little Gull was at Dingwall next 
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day. A Spotted Redshank at Munlochy Bay on 18 June properly belongs to autumn, as do four 
Little Stints at Redcastle on 4 July (with another at Dingwall on 12 July) and 12 Common 
Sandpipers at Redcastle on 14 July and three Ruffs seen on various dates at Udale Bay. An adult 
female Black Redstart was at Croick on 16 July and 60 Pied Wagtails were at Dingwall on 26 July.  
Four Long-tailed Ducks were at Udale Bay from 23 July until 4 August. Although there were no 
breeding records, 72 Sandwich Terns at Balintore on 26 July included 20 juveniles. On 4 August, 
there were 500 Gannets at Portmahomack and 143 Red-breasted Mergansers at Udale Bay. A 
Quail at Auchterflow on 5 August was the last of the year. A Marsh Harrier was at Loch Eye on 14 
August. The Mute Swan flock at Loch Eye peaked at 107 birds on 18 August. A Hobby was at Udale 
Bay on 23 August and a  Long-tailed Duck at Chanonry Point on 26 August. Four Arctic Skuas 
and a single Pomarine Skua were chasing incoming terns at Chanonry Point on 29 August, where 
a Little Gull was seen on 30 August. A total of 40 Storm Petrels were noted from the Ullapool-
Stornoway ferry on 31 August. 
 
Autumn/Winter:  A count of 109 Sandwich Terns were at Tarbat Ness on 26 August and 320 
Manx Shearwaters were there on 28 August. Some 420 Shags were counted at Altandhu, Wester 
Ross on 31 August and 600 Red-breasted Mergansers off Ballintraid Pier on 4 September. Next 
day,  65 Little Grebes at Loch Eye on 5 September must have taken patient counting.  An estimated 
count of 600 Starlings at Tarbat Ness on 6 September was a meagre tally by former standards.  A 
Woodchat Shrike, found at Aultgrishan on 5 September remained for five days. On 7 September, 
a Greenish Warbler was found at Tarbat Ness and 250 Swallows there on 9 September was the 
largest gathering. The first 775 Pink-footed Geese flying over Tarbat Ness that day was an 
undeniable sign of autumn and numbers there rose to 6000 later that month. 2000 Herring Gulls 
were at Wilkhaven Farm, Tarbat Ness on 11 September. At Loch Eye on 13 September, there were 
eight Gadwalls and 17 Whooper Swans. Also on that date, there were small numbers of Barnacle 
Geese, perhaps very early migrants from Svalbard, both at Loch Eye and at Udale Bay. Three 
Yellow-browed Warblers there on 22 September increased to six on 25 September and nearby 
Portmahomack had one on 1 October.   A Nuthatch was found at Applecross on 24 September, a 
Lesser Whitethroat was at Tarbat Ness on 26 September and two were there on 2 October. The 
Canada Goose flock at Loch Eye peaked at 650 birds on 25 September. Loch Eye also held a 
maximum of eight Pochards, between 30 September and 15 December. A flock of 100 Black-
tailed Godwits were at Kirkhill, Beauly on 27 September and 600 Linnets were at Loch Eye on 30 
September. 300 Curlews and 300 Bar-tailed Godwits were at Udale Bay on 2 October. A Great 
White Egret was at Loch Eye from 10 October into 2025. A Hoopoe was at Applecross from 10 to 
17 October and one was at Balintore from 17-19 October. A Leach’s Petrel was reported from the 
Ullapool-Stornoway ferry on 13 October. On 17 October, the first Pale-bellied Brent Geese 
arrived, with four at Tain and 28 at Nigg Bay, rising to 52 there on 3 November. 350 Redshanks 
were at Inver on 18 October. Tain held 2545 Wigeons on 20 October, 700 Teals on 27 October 
and 32 Shovelers on 5 November, all peak year counts. A late Wheatear at Cromarty on 22 
October coincided with three Red-rumped Swallows also there. Three Sooty Shearwaters were 
seen from the Ullapool-Stornoway ferry on 8 November. A count of 1350 Greylag Geese at Loch 
Eye on 12 November involved both resident and migratory birds. The Tain Green-winged Teal, 
which reappeared on 22 October, remained into 2025 and was, possibly, the bird seen at Loch Eye 
on Boxing Day. Loch Eye held peaks of 355 Tufted Ducks on 25 October, 83 Scaups on 3 
December and 74 Goldeneyes on 26 December. In the Cromarty Firth, Eiders peaked at 690 on 6 
October and Scaups at 505 on 17 October, with 104 Long-tailed Ducks in the outer Cromarty 



 

24 

 

Firth on 3 November.  A total of 28 Great Northern Divers were at Sand, Wester Ross on 4 
November. Next day, a Siberian Chiffchaff was found at Milton, Redcastle and possibly moved to 
nearby Coulmore. On 6 November, there were 32 Slavonian Grebes in the Dornoch Firth. A total 
of 800 Oystercatchers were at Udale Bay on 15 November and 1200 Redwings at Garve on 26 
November. Two Waxwings were at Hill of Fearn on 28 November and a Pomarine Skua was at 
Tarbat Ness on 30 November until next day. Up to five Hawfinches were near Munlochy from 6 
December to the year end and two at Alness on 30 December were possibly part of this group. 
Flocks of 80 Mistle Thrushes and 45 Greenfinches at Allangrange on 7 December were 
noteworthy. A count of 48 Cormorants and 796 Common Gulls were counted at Tarbat Ness on 
8 December.  A covey of 15 Grey Partridges was at Hilton of Cadboll on 12 December. A Waxwing 
was at Muir of Ord on 23 December, the last Manx Shearwater was at Tarbat Ness on 14 
December and two Blackcaps were at Balintore on 19 December.  
 

Inverness 
By Al McNee 
 
Winter:  The birding new year in Inverness District got off to a steady start, with two Blackcaps at 
Scretan burn seen almost throughout this period, something that could be also said for the two 
Great Crested Grebes nearby.  Very unexpected was the sighting of a Rough-legged Buzzard at 
Loch Killin on 2 January.  There were early reports of a flock of 80 Redwings at Easter Dalziel, 
Water Rail at Merkinch LNR, Crested Tits in several locations and two Grey Wagtails at Milton 
of Culloden.  A Jack Snipe at Alturlie proved to be the sole 2024 record for the district.  Modest 
groups of Song Thrushes, Bullfinches, both Blue and Long-tailed Tits and Rock Pipits were 
reported at Beauly, Abriachan, Divach Falls, Culloden and Alturlie, respectively. Alturlie also had 
the only district report of Velvet Scoter, with a pair seen from there on 6 January and a Kingfisher 
on the 20th.  Three-figure counts of Jackdaws at Merkinch on the 14th,  Long-tailed Ducks in the 
Inverness Firth on the 18th and Redpolls at Ruthven on the 21st were all notable, but other good 
local counts of waders and wildfowl were few.  The January Red Kite National Count  produced an 
impressive 71 birds in Stratherrick.  February brought two reports of Glaucous Gull, now a truly 
scarce species hereabouts – Alturlie Point on the 5th and Ness Islands on the 21st.  There were 
decent flocks of finches in February that included Greenfinches, Siskins, Common Crossbills and 
Chaffinches, but the 2000 Linnets at Kirkhill on the 11th certainly stood out.  Many fewer, but 
even more remarkable, were the Valentine’s Day trio of Hawfinches in Kessock Road, Inverness, 
an exceptional find for the city.  Two small Twite groups were seen at Alturlie and Easter Dalziel 
towards the end of the month, a scarce bird here in most years.  Wigeon peaked at well over one 
thousand birds at Castle Stuart on the 18th. It had not been a busy period for Waxwings, but the 
last day of the month saw the peak reached, with 28 in Inverness.  Other locations enjoying this 
beautiful species included Garbole and Culloden. 
 
Spring:  It was, perhaps, a relatively quiet season in the district, commencing with 26 Reed 
Buntings at Beauly on 1 March and, two days later, the first Chiffchaff was heard in Inverness.  
Over 500 Common Gulls gathered at Easter and Wester Dalziel, with nearly 300 Golden Plovers 
at nearby Allanfearn.  553 Dunlins were at Merkinch on 4 March, a huge and precise number.  A 
welcome sight indeed on the 14th was the first Highland Osprey over Drummond, Inverness, a 
record perhaps bettered by the count of 32 Corn Buntings at Gollanfield on the following day.  
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Perhaps, things are on the up for this very scarce bird in the Highlands?  Spring’s sole 2024 White-
fronted Goose was located near Inverness on the 20th.  At this time, triple-hundred pre-breeding 
Starling flocks were noted at Easter Dalziel and Smithton, though outdone by the 500 Black-
headed Gulls at the former location in the following week.  April opened with two Bramblings at 
Drummond, nine Waxwings were seen in Inverness for a spell from the 2nd, a first Swallow was 
located at Alturlie on the 6th, a White Wagtail was spotted at Loch Ruthven next day, followed by 
a second Green-winged Teal at Tornagrain on the 10-13th.  The 12th saw summer-plumaged 
Black-tailed Godwits gathering along the south side of the Beauly Firth, preparing for migration 
beyond.  First noted migrant dates included a Grasshopper Warbler on the 21st, a House Martin 
on the 25th, a Wood Warbler on the 28th and a Whitethroat a day later.  April ended with two 
good birds at the same location of Castle Stuart – a “Greenland” Wheatear and a male Garganey.  
May yielded not a huge number of records, but certainly some quality birds.  A Nuthatch was on 
territory in Strathglass on the 1st, eight Ptarmigan were recorded near Beauly on the 8th, the first 
Spotted Flycatcher was seen at Corrimony on the 9th and, on the same day, an Avocet arrived on 
the shore of Castle Stuart Bay, departing next day.  This is the first district record for this Millenium 
and, possibly, the first-ever such record.  A Stone-curlew at Tomchrasky, Glen Moriston on 16-18 
May was an unusual inland record.  Good numbers of Sand Martins and Ringed Plovers were 
noted at Alturlie mid-month, but the only exceptional record before summer kicked in was a Black 
Redstart in Tower Road, Inverness on 23 May. 
 
Summer/Breeding:  June began brightly with a Little Stint at Alturlie Point on the 2nd.  A clutch 
of good east coast records included Arctic Skuas and Sanderlings at Whiteness Head on the 11th, 
with over 200 Razorbills there around this time.  June 12th saw an unexpected Pied Flycatcher 
at Loch Ruthven.  Many species were noted as having bred at this time and Mandarin and Tufted 
Ducks, Black Grouse, Slavonian Grebe, Stock Dove, Woodcock, Golden Eagle, Red Kite, Little 
and Common Terns, Red-throated and Black-throated Divers, Jay, Magpie, Wood Warbler, 
Garden Warbler, Nuthatch, Dipper, Redwing, Common Crossbill, Siskin and both Corn and 
Reed Buntings all had success – these and others demonstrating just what an important area the 
district is for breeding birds.  July was a fairly quiet month in terms of highlights, with four 
Dotterels in Glen Affric on the 1st perhaps the top sighting.  August produced a good series of 
sightings that included a Ruff at Connage, the last Wood and Grasshopper Warblers at Tomatin 
and Balchraggan, flocks of Mistle Thrushes in Strathfarrar, ending with two Redstarts at 
Merkinch LNR, a notable record for this important site. 
 
Autumn:  The first half of September produced a late Whitethroat at Ardersier on the 5th, a very 
scarce Mediterranean Gull next day, 18 Whimbrels at Longman Point on the 11th and the sole 
Pomarine Skua off Milton of Culloden on the 14th.  The spread of Nuthatches in the district was 
underlined by sightings at Corrimony, Lochend and Drumnadrochit from mid-month.  It was Glen 
Affric for the only Yellow-browed Warbler of the year on the 22nd, but that was topped by a 
superb Stone-curlew next day at Alturlie Point.  The final outstanding record for September was 
a count of over 100 Black-tailed Godwits at Kirkhill on the 27th.  October was generally quiet until 
a Green-winged Teal was discovered at Alturlie on the 18th, remaining there for the rest of the 
year.  Even more exceptional was the fleeting discovery of three Little Egrets at Bunchrew on the 
29th.  November began with 200 Redwings at the Carse of Ardersier.  On 3 November, UHI 
Inverness was the surprising location for three contrasting records – the district’s last Wheatear, 
a Corn Bunting and a Black Redstart!  The second district White-fronted Goose next day at Loch 
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Ashie, 7 Jays at Balmacaan on the 9th, 10 Ptarmigan above Glen Affric on the 10th, 2 Brent Geese 
and a Shoveler at Alturlie on 11 and 12 November, respectively, were a fine sequence of good 
district records.  Outshining these was the Hoopoe at Sunnyside, Culloden which was also found 
on 11 November, remaining till the penultimate day of the month.  The last fortnight of November 
was also productive, with Common Redpolls in Strathdearn on the 19th, with a presumed 
returning Great Crested Grebe off Alturlie on the 28th. 
 

Winter:  The first week of December in Inverness produced several good sightings – Snow 
Buntings at both the airport and UHI, a Chiffchaff, Blackcap and 350 Linnets at Ashton Farm.  
Inland, the 12 Bramblings at Coignafearn was the district high on 9 December.  Next day, the 
airport was the location for 10 Woodcock and then, a further two days later, 300 Lapwings.  
Birding produced a final flurry of records as 2024 came to a quiet close; notably, c.300 Redshanks 
at Clachnaharry, 45 Scaup off Alturlie, and 21 Dunnocks at the Carse of Ardersier on Hogmanay. 
 
 
Badenoch & Strathspey 
by Alex Joss 
 
Winter: On 1 January two Lesser Black-backed Gulls were noted by the River Spey at Catlodge. 
The following day saw two Cormorants on Loch Insh and the first of 14 winter sightings of a 
satellite-tagged Golden Eagle in different parts of Badenoch & Strathspey. On the 7th, 32 male 
Black Grouse, the highest count of the year, were at Bridge of Brown. There were reports of a 
single European White-fronted Goose at Dell of Killiehuntly on 21 January, in Insh Marshes on 
18 February and between Dulnain Bridge and Carrbridge on 19 February, the latter coinciding 
with reports of a single Greenland White-fronted Goose at Balliefurth Farm, Nethy Bridge. The 
largest of seven three-figure counts of Lesser Redpoll in the district was 290 in birch trees at 
Grantown-on-Spey on 22 January; a day later, eight Bramblings were noted at Drumguish. On the 
24th, a Great Crested Grebe was found near Kingussie. Nine Pintail at Balliefurth on the 25th and 
three there on 2 February were far from their usual seashore haunts. The peak Waxwing count 
was 50 at Aviemore on 30 January. At Balliefurth again, 195 Teal were counted on 4 February and 
190 Mallard on the 10th. A Ringed Plover was an unusual sighting at Grantown-on-Spey on the 
7th. On the 12th, more than 400 Pink-footed Geese were present at Invertromie. Early large 
counts of birds moving inland were recorded at Balliefurth; 160 Black-headed Gulls on the 18th, 
770 Lapwings on the 20th and 220 Oystercatchers on the 21st. There were peak counts of six 
Common (Mealy) Redpolls at Kincraig and 100 Snow Buntings at Cairn Gorm car park on 22 
February, and 614 Woodpigeons at Nuide Farm, Newtonmore on 28 February. 
 
Spring: On 4 March, a Red-throated Diver was on Loch Insh and, from the 4-11th, a male Green-
winged Teal was present at Boat of Garten.  A Greenland White-fronted Goose was still present 
in the Dulnain Bridge/Carrbridge area from 11-24 March. On the 14th, 67 Goldeneyes were 
counted on Loch Morlich. The first Highland Sand Martin appeared on 18 March over Loch Insh 
and the first Wheatear two days later at Insh Marshes. Three of nine reports of Green 
Woodpecker, between 20 March and 20 April, were from Kinrara or Loch Alvie, and two 
Yellowhammers were very unusual visitors to Drumguish on 21 March. A flock of 80 Meadow 
Pipits moved inland to Dell of Killiehuntly on 27 March. The first reported Ring Ouzel was singing 
on Cairn Gorm on 30 March, 160 Fieldfares on 1 April at Cromdale was the top spring count, while 
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the first bursts of Redwing song were heard on the 5th in a group of 30 in Badenoch. The year’s 
top Siskin count (190) was made in Anagach Woods, Grantown-on-Spey on 10 April. Eight Black-
tailed Godwits appeared near Boat of Garten on 15 April, numbers rising to 17 by the 17th, while 
the Sand Martin count on Loch Insh built to 500 by 18 April. On consecutive days from 19 April, 
the first Redstart was heard at Insh Marshes, 12 Tree Pipits were singing at Kinrara and the first 
two Whinchats were recorded at different sites near Drumguish. On 21 April, two Scaup were 
possibly “prospecting” a loch near Inverdruie and a Great Crested Grebe was on Loch Insh from 
25-29 April. The district’s first Spotted Flycatcher, on 1 May in Creag Meagaidh NNR, was 
followed on 2 May by the first Pied Flycatcher in Craigellachie NNR and, on 3 May, by a Yellow 
Wagtail at Insh Marshes and the first inland Common Tern, at Grantown-on-Spey. A Great White 
Egret was at Loch Insh on 10-13 May and, on 12 May on the Cairngorm plateau, there were 40 
Dotterel, the highest count of all time, plus three reports of Purple Sandpiper. In Strathspey, a 
Hoopoe appeared at Ryvoan on 14 May, a Bee-eater at Tulloch on 26 May. On 27 May, a male 
Lesser Whitethroat was found at Dalraddy caravan park. 
 
Summer/Breeding: A very early Canada Goose nest with eggs was found at Invertromie on 18 
March and a brood of four was seen at Spey Dam on 19 May. A Mistle Thrush carrying food was 
observed at Deishar Flash on 11 April.  Stock Doves displaying and mobbing a Buzzard at Kinrara 
on 22 April probably bred.  A pair of Green Sandpipers first recorded on 22 April may have bred. 
Common Gull AON were first recorded at Insh Marshes on 23 April and among the large colony 
of 400 birds at Lochindorb a day later. Likewise, the Black-headed Gull colony of more than 300 
included an AON on 3 May. The first record of Dipper fledglings came from Nethy Bridge on 10 
May. A nest box in Aviemore contained Treecreeper young on 12 May. The earliest AON of Grey 
Wagtail was noted at Grantown-on-Spey on 16 May, of Pied Flycatcher on 18 May at Craigellachie 
NNR and of Crested Tit on 21 May at Nethy Bridge. The first Goldeneye duckling was found on 
22 May at Lower Cambrae Wood and Common Sandpiper was first confirmed to breed on 23 
May at Speybridge, Grantown-on-Spey. Redstart breeding was first proven at Drumguish on 31 
May. Young Tree Sparrows were in a nest box at Cromdale on 2 June. Loch Vaa in Strathspey on 
5 June and Creag Meagaidh NNR on 10 June experienced the largest post-breeding flocks (100+) 
of Sand Martin. Black-throated Divers bred successfully in the district, with two chicks noted on 
one loch on 7 June, as did a highly unusual pairing of a Spotted Sandpiper with a Common 
Sandpiper, with a nest with four eggs seen on 8-10 June.  The first Golden Plover fledglings in the 
district were seen at Drumochter on the 10th. A notable record was of two Twite at Dorback on 13 
June, as were those of two apparent singing territories of Lesser Whitethroat SE of Kingussie from 
13-23 June and an Icterine Warbler in Creag Meagaidh NNR on the 19th. On 29 June, the last 
casual record of Wood Sandpiper came from Kingussie, while a Gadwall was seen on Avielochan 
and the peak count of 20 Crested Tits was made in woods at Boat of Garten. July was a quiet month. 
The last report anywhere in Highland of Garden Warbler was from Corronich Wood, Boat of 
Garten on the 14th and, on the 27th, at least four young Snow Buntings were being fed on 
Braeriach. On 3 August, there was an unusual sighting of two Yellowhammers at Drumochter and 
a post-breeding flock of over 500 Jackdaws was noted between Catlodge and Balgowan. On the 
5th, a juvenile Kingfisher was accompanied by an adult at Speybridge. Three Carrion/Hooded 
Crow hybrids were noted at Insh Marshes on the 11th. The last five Dotterel were seen in the 
Cairngorms on the 14th. While young hatched at two Temminck’s Stint nest sites, neither brood 
is thought to have survived.  The district’s best Woodcock count was 15 at Dell of Killiehuntly on 
the 16th. Highland’s highest Swift counts came on the 22nd, prior to migration, when 140 were at 
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Milton Loch and 114 at Boat of Garten. Four Magpies were spotted in woods at Boat of Garten on 
the 25th. Two House Martin pairs had third broods at Balgowan on 26 August.                                                                                                                                                                 
 
Autumn: Early September saw notable post-breeding flocks of 30 Long-tailed Tits at Milton Loch 
on the 2nd and over 150 House Martins at Drumguish on the 3rd. The last four Tree Pipits seen 
in Highland were in Dell Wood on the 16th. The best Goosander count was 16 at Grantown-on-
Spey on the 22nd. One Wheatear was found in snow at 1050m on Bynack More on 25 September. 
Small scale passage of Scaup occurred at Loch Insh, of two birds on 4 October and one on the 23rd, 
then 14 were on Lochindorb on 12 November. On 5 October, a Mistle Thrush flock at Dulnain 
Bridge numbered at least 70, whereas a Raven flock of 106 birds was seen at Spey Dam on the 
20th. On the 27th, the largest Redwing flock in Highland (2000+ birds) was seen at South Laggan. 
On 30 October, 30 Common Crossbills were counted in Anagach Woods. A Great White Egret 
was again at Loch Insh during October and November. On 2 November, 33 Tufted Ducks and six 
Pochards were seen at Loch Insh, while one of the latter was at Loch Garten on the 15th. The last 
Ring Ouzel left Cairn Gorm on the 4th, before the last Swallow flew south towards Dalwhinnie on 
the 10th. On the 20th, the largest of 25 three-figure Fieldfare flocks in Badenoch & Strathspey 
assembled in Anagach Woods (700+ birds). An awe-inspiring total of 18 Common Buzzards 
graced Balavil on 29 November.  
 
Early Winter: Balsporran Cottages recorded the top Red Grouse count of the year (100) on 4 
December. The 5-6th saw a good Red Kite count of 12 at Dulnain Bridge. At least six ring-tailed 
Hen Harriers and three grey males roosted at Insh Marshes on the 15th. A male Blackcap was 
settling in for the winter on 23-24 December at Aviemore.  
 
 
Lochaber 
 by Sean Morris 

Winter:  The year kicked off with some good gull counts in the Fort William area on 1 January, 
including 100 Great Black-backed Gulls, 600 Herring Gulls, 80 Black-headed Gulls and five 
Lesser Black-backed Gulls in nearby Caol.  Other interesting gull records in January were of 
Iceland Gulls at Fiunary and Fort William on the 8th and Kinloch, Rum on the 12th.  A Shoveler 
was noted at the Linnhe/Lochy mouth Fort William on 9 January, and a Kingfisher was at Fassfern 
the following day.  Two Kingfishers were also noted at Caol on 21 January.  On13 January, there 
were counts of 36 Turnstones at Caol, 53 Hooded Crows in Inverlochy and 77 Oystercatchers 
at Fort William.  Thirteen Blackbirds were counted at Achabeag on 18 January, followed by over 
20 Great Tits at Garvan by Loch Eil on the 20th.  There were peak counts of 75 Greenland White-
fronted Geese at Kentra Moss on 30 January and 1 February and at least two Jack Snipe were on 
Rum at the end of January. Three Waxwings were seen at Upper Achintore on 1 February, 
followed by another two at Kinloch, Rum on the 7th.  Ten Woodcocks were counted on Rum on 2 
February and another Kingfisher was at Acharacle on the 4th.  The presumed returning Ring-
necked Duck was seen at Langal, Loch Shiel on 12 February and it was regularly reported in the 
Acharacle area until 1 May.  Eleven Knot were at Kentra Bay on 13 February, and another high 
wader count was of 40 Turnstones on the 17th at Inverlochy.  There were 150 Canada Geese at 
Kinlochmoidart on 18 February and it was difficult to tell if six Lesser Black-backed Gulls in Fort 
William on the 26th had over-wintered or were early returnees. 
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Spring: Eleven Song Thrush and 45 Skylarks were counted at Achabeag on 1 and 5 March, 
respectively.  Some other early spring migrants noted in March included two Common 
Sandpipers at Acharacle on the 6th, an Osprey at Fort William on the 10th, a Chiffchaff at Fort 
William on the 20th, a Sand Martin at the River Shiel on the 22nd and a Wheatear at Kilmory, 
Rum on the 25th.  Thirty-eight Turnstones were counted between Caol and Fort William on 11 
March and a Kingfisher was at Acharacle on the same day and, again, the following day.  Over 16 
Eiders were counted in Loch Scresort, Rum on 25 March and a Great Spotted Woodpecker was 
an unusual species to see on Eigg on the 31st.  More first dates for Spring migrants in April included 
a Wood Warbler at Glenborrodale on the 2nd, a Willow Warbler in Fort William on the 3rd, a 
Black Redstart at Acharacle, a House Martin on Rum, a Sandwich Tern at Kilchoan, all on the 
7th,  an Arctic Tern at Corran Ferry on the 8th, a Blackcap at Ardtornish on the 12th, a 
Grasshopper Warbler at Traigh and a Pied Flycatcher at Knoydart, both on the 21st, a Redstart 
at Inverie on the 22nd and, finally, both on the 24th , a Garden Warbler at the River Morar and a 
Whinchat on Eigg.  Twenty Blackbirds were counted at Fort William on 4 April and a Magpie was 
on Canna the following day.  Perhaps it was the same Magpie and only the second record for the 
island that was present on Eigg on the 14th.  A  Purple Heron on Muck on 16th April was a great 
find, two Glaucous Gulls were at Loch Eil also on the 5th and an Iceland Gull was on Garbh Eilean, 
Loch Sunart on 16 April.  Forty Curlews were counted at Loch Moidart on 6 and 7 April, and over 
10 Greenshanks were also there on the 7th.  Ninety-nine Common Gulls were counted in Fort 
William on 8 April and 22 Tufted Ducks were at Acharacle the following day.  There was an 
unusual westerly record of two Crested Tits on Knoydart on the 21 April and at least 5 Dunlin 
were on Rum on the 30th.  A Carrion Crow was on Canna and a Sedge Warbler and Whitethroat 
on Eigg on 1 May.  A Whitethroat was also seen at Achabeag the same day.  Two hundred 
Kittiwakes were seen in Loch Linnhe at Fort William on 7 May and 40 Dunlin were on Eigg on the 
9th.  A Rose-coloured Starling was seen in Arisaig on the 27th.  The same or another bird was in 
the Acharacle area on the following day. 
 
Breeding/Summer: At least four pairs of Swallows bred on Eigg and 66 Willow Warblers were 
heard singing on Cow Hill on 4 May.  A Goldcrest was seen carrying nest material at Sandavore, 
Eigg on 1 March and Nuthatch had a nest with young at Inversanda on12 May.  Food carrying was 
noted by Blackbird at Fort William on 10 April and Spotted Flycatcher on 9 June.  Greenshank 
breeding behaviour was noted on Rum from 19 March and Woodcock were roding there from 
April to June.  Stonechats had a nest with young at Kilmory, Rum on 25 April and six or seven pairs 
bred on Eigg.  A Golden Plover nest with eggs was found on Rum on 17 May and Ringed Plovers 
had young there on the 29th.  A Lapwing nest with eggs was found on Rum on 2 April and 30 pairs 
bred on Eigg.  Of 100 pairs of Common Terns at Lochailort, many had young on 31 July, while 
Shelduck were proven to breed at Kentra Bay and Canna.  On 2 June, 60 Common Scoter were 
noted northwest of Eigg and a Lesser Whitethroat was singing in Glen Nevis on the 7th.  An 
Osprey was at Arisaig on 15 June, then 45 Hooded Crows were counted at MacLean’s Nose, 
Ardnamurchan on the 20th.  A singing Icterine Warbler was noted at Creag Meagaidh on 19 June.  
The last notable record in June was of 228 Canada Geese on Loch Linnhe on the 25th.  July was a 
quiet month for reports, but a Garden Warbler at Nevis range on 9th was notable.  The other 
notable records during July were of waders including 14 Greenshanks at Kentra Bay on the 5th, 
32 Oystercatchers on Eigg on the 20th and 14 Dunlin between Caol and Fort William on the 21st.  
In Kentra Bay, there were 26 Bar-tailed Godwits on 4 August, 61 Curlew on the 14th and 29 
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Goosanders on the 26th.  There were some good counts of gulls during August, including 220 
Herring Gulls in Mallaig on the 6th, 450 Herring Gulls at Duisky on the 9th, with 50 Great Black-
backed Gulls at nearby Loch Eil the same day and 500 Kittiwake at Kilmory, Rum on the 22nd.  
Twenty Sanderling were counted on Eigg on 20 August and 5 Ruff were at Arisaig on the 23rd.  
Other notable records in August included a Grasshopper Warbler at Glencoe on the 22nd, a 
Curlew Sandpiper on Canna and a Kingfisher at Loch Arkaig on the 28th and a count of 150 
Starlings at Arisaig on the 29th. 
 
Autumn:  A Sabine’s Gull was noted at Corran on 30 August.  On 8 September, 94 Great Black-
backed Gulls were counted at Kilmory, Rum and a Kingfisher was at Loch nan Eala the same day.  
The last Whitethroat record of the year was noted on Eigg on 18 September, and a Ruff was in 
Glencoe and a Shoveler in the Fort William area on the 20th.  A dove at Clovullin on 16 September 
was either a Turtle Dove or an Oriental Turtle Dove, whilst an undisputed Turtle Dove on Rum 
on 20 September stayed overnight. The first Yellow-browed Warbler of the Autumn was noted 
at Kilmory, Rum on 21 September with another there on the 25th and 28th,  when two were 
present.  One was also at Fassfern on the 28th.  A Kingfisher was seen at Ballachulish on 27 
September and 78 Hooded Crows were counted at Inverlochy on the 29th.  There was a late 
Common Sandpiper on Canna on 3 September.  A single Yellow-browed Warbler was still at 
Kilmory, Rum on 1 and 2 October and 6-8 October with a bird also present at Fort William on 4 
October and Ardnamurchan on 21 October.  A Sandwich Tern was at Fiunary on 4 October and 
another Kingfisher was at Loch Sunart on 6 October.  There were some notable wildfowl records 
during October as wintering species returned and ‘resident’ species flocked.  These included seven 
Barnacle Geese over Rum on the 2nd, 200 Eider and 70 Red-breasted Mergansers at Clovullin 
on the 8th and 235 Pink-footed Geese over Rum the same day.  Thirty-four Greenshanks were 
counted at Kentra Bay on 9 October and 110 Redwing at Cleadale, Eigg on 12 October marked 
winter thrush movements.  Another Kingfisher was noted on the Morar River on 14 October and 
there was an excellent record of a west coast Red-breasted Flycatcher on Rum from 17 to 19 
October.  A Whimbrel on Rum on 20 October was the last record of the year for the Highland 
recording area and there were 4 Knot at Kentra Bay on 22 October.  A Hoopoe discovered at Back 
of Keppoch, Arisaig remained in the area until 28 December.  Gull records rounded off the Autumn 
period with 65 and 87 Great Black-backed Gulls at Fort William and Rum on 29 and 30 October, 
respectively.  A second calendar year Glaucous Gull graced Fort William also on 29 October. 
 
Early Winter: More winter thrushes were in evidence when 600 Fieldfares were recorded at 
Achabeag on 2 November, plus 25 Blackbirds at Glen Nevis on 10 November.  Also, on 10 
November, a fine looking Black Redstart was at Kinloch on Rum.   On 6 November, 1000 
Kittiwakes were seen between Mallaig and Eigg, meanwhile 237 Canada Geese and 75 
Greenland White-fronted Geese were at Kentra Moss.  Three late House Martins were seen at 
Arisaig on 15 November, and a Chiffchaff was at nearby Morar on the 18th.  Twenty-nine 
Turnstones were counted between Caol and Fort William on 17 November with 27 Song Thrush 
at Sanna the next day.  At Kentra Bay, there were two Knot and 48 Bar-tailed Godwits on 19 
November and at least two Jack Snipe on Rum a couple of days later.  There was a count of 430 
Herring Gulls at Fort William on 27 November and gull records continued into December with an 
Iceland Gull in Loch Scresort, Rum on the 14th, a Glaucous Gull there on the 16th and 25th, and 
on the 28th 118 Great Black-backed Gulls at Duisky, 150 Black-headed Gulls at Ardgour and an 
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Iceland Gull at Loch Eil.  The presumed returning Ring-necked Duck was back at Acharacle on 
14 December and a Blackcap was seen in Fort William on 22 December. 
 

Skye & Lochalsh 
 by Bob McMillan 
 
Winter:  It was a poor winter for white-winged gulls with only single Glaucous Gull and Iceland 
Gull recorded in the Portree area.  On a more positive note, 14 Ptarmigan were recorded on the 
Kylerhea hills, Ben Aslak and Sgurr na Coinnich, on 5 January, which is the largest count known for 
many years.  A Velvet Scoter wintered in the Scalpay Narrows, then moved to Broadford Bay.  
Other seaduck counts in Broadford Bay included 17 Common Scoters  on 8 January and 11 Long-
tailed Ducks on 5 February.  During bad weather, 38 Barnacle Geese were found on the saltings 
at Ardelve on 19 January which were noted flying north over Lochlonghead on the 21st.  The origin 
of these birds is not known, as the nearest wintering flocks are some distance away.  A juvenile 
Mute Swan was on Storr Lochs on 1 February, our first record since 2019, and then an adult was 
found at Loch Cill Chriosd a few days later.  On 11 February, two Greenland White-fronted Geese 
were found at Kilmuir, the last remnants of the wintering flock which once numbered more than 
30 individuals. 
 
Spring:  Whooper Swan migration north commenced as early as 26 February, though larger 
numbers were not recorded until March, with 32 at the Black Lochs on the 12th and 45 at Loch 
Mealt on the 26th.  A Yellowhammer was singing at Plockton on 6 March.  A count of 72 Purple 
Sandpipers at Neist Point on 8 March is one of the largest ever recorded in the area.  There was 
either a very early Common Sandpiper at Nostie on 18 March, or a bird which could have 
wintered?  The first Wheatears were at Camas Malag on 22 March and Lower Milovaig on the 
following day.  Ring Ouzels were back in territory at Flodigarry on 1 April, with three singing in 
the Quiraing on the 3rd.  Though Pink-footed Geese fly through Skye in their thousands on 
migration, they rarely land.  With prevailing northerlies in the middle of the month, a count of 310 
at Balmacquien was exceptional.  A flock of 14 Greenland White-fronted Geese made a similar 
stopover at nearby Kilmaluag.  A Nuthatch was visiting feeders in Portree on 23 April and possibly 
the same bird was reported further north at Galtrigall.  Garden Warblers are better distributed in 
Lochalsh, with singing birds reported from 4 May at Glenelg, Camus Luinie and Carr Brae.  Canada 
Geese have been expanding their range and 11 goslings were noted at Glas Eilean, Avarish, on 7 
May.  A Hobby was at Heast on 10 May and a Great White Egret, only the 3rd Skye record, was at 
Kensaleyre two days later.  An adult Sabine’s Gull at Neist Point on 13 May was an unusual spring 
record.  A Tree Sparrow visited feeders at Lower Milovaig on 17 May.  There was a Turtle Dove 
at Stein, Waternish, on 23 May.  A drake King Eider was reported flying through the narrows at 
Kyle of Lochalsh on 30 May.  This was accepted by BBRC  and is the first confirmed record for the 
area.  Could this be the same bird seen in Knoydart in Spring 2022? 
 
Summer/Breeding: It was a good year for calling Corncrake, with 27 calling males.  In contrast, 
there was only a single report of a calling Quail at Earlish.  By the middle of May, there were two 
known Wood Warbler territories at Kinloch on Skye, and four at Carr Brae, Lochalsh.  A Barn Owl 
successfully fledged four young at Portree, and there were several reports of successful Long-
eared Owl territories.  It was an exceptional year for Short-eared Owls in north Skye, but, as 
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always extremely difficult to confirm successful breeding.  At Neist Point, out of an estimated 100 
pairs of Fulmars, only six nests were successful, reflecting the downward trend in breeding 
numbers on the island.  There was a summering Whooper Swan at Loch Mealt.  There was an 
interesting report of two Kingfishers at Lochlonghead on 3 August.  As things stand, there is no 
breeding record for Kingfisher in Skye & Lochalsh.  Wader passage south had commenced as early 
as 27 June, with 20 Black-tailed Godwits in Broadford Bay, probably failed or non-breeders from 
Iceland.  There was a strong passage of Whimbrels through Broadford Bay in August, with 180 on 
the 14th, and 126 on the 19th.  Two Cory’s Shearwater off Lub Score, Trotternish, on 20 August 
was a first for Skye & Lochalsh.  Passage of Pale-bellied Brent Geese was extremely early, with 85 
moving south on 25 August, part of the Irish wintering population.  There was a Little Stint in 
Broadford Bay on 29 August. 
 
Autumn.  There was a Little Egret again at Isleornsay for the whole of September.  A Kingfisher 
was in Breakish Ob on 3 September.  The onset of northerly winds in September is always exciting, 
as migrating birds tend to be funnelled south between Skye and the mainland.  On 10 September, 
this produced 43 Arctic Skuas between Moll and Raasay, and 15 in Broadford Bay.  These reports 
are invariably associated with movements of Kittiwakes which are always worth checking for 
Sabine’s Gulls.  Two juvenile Sabine’s Gulls were in the Sound of Raasay on 12 September.  
Hawfinch reports are more frequent in Spring, so a flyover bird at Drumfearn on 30 September  
was unusual.  Our first Yellow-browed Warbler reports were on 2 October, and during the month 
there were more than 20 records throughout the area, including two from near Sallachy, our first 
reports from Lochalsh.  Considering this species was first recorded in the area in 2016, this was by 
far our best year.  Another Kingfisher was in the Scalpay Narrows on 25 October.  Autumn 
migration now pushes into November, and a report of eight Lapland Buntings on the shoulder of 
Marsco on the 3rd is exceptional for the area. 
 
Winter.  There was a Great White Egret in Broadford Bay on 8 November and a Chiffchaff at 
Portree on 5 November showed characters of the tristis race. A Moorhen at Killilan on 17 
November was the first report in Lochalsh for many years.  The occurrence of two cock Black 
Grouse at Drumfearn on 20 November followed other reports in South Skye, hinting that the 
species was perhaps re-colonising the area.  In contrast, there have been fewer reports of 
Yellowhammer from Lochalsh, and although two at Plockton on 30 November was encouraging, 
there is little to suggest that the species does not continue to decline.  A Little Egret was present at 
Isleornsay for the month of December and, with a Great White Egret at Aird Bernisdale at the end 
of the month, this is the first time we have recorded both species in winter.  It has been a year of 
highs and lows, and for the first time, no wintering Greenland White-fronted Geese have been 
recorded.  During the last twenty-five years, there were two small wintering flocks on Skye and one 
in Lochalsh.  These have steadily disappeared, with the Kilmuir flock now, it seems, at an end.  
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Systematic List for 2024 
 

Brent Goose Branta bernicla   
Scarce, but increasing migrant and Winter visitor; regular Autumn migrant on 
west coast, especially Skye; small population winters in Inner Moray Firth; 
scarce in Spring. 
 
(Pale-bellied race) Branta bernicla hrota  
 
Winter/Spring: Winter reports were again all from the east coast and involved the Moray Firth 
wintering flock, bearing in mind that a significant proportion of the Moray Firth flock occupies 
habitat outwith Highland recording area, generally around Nairn and Culbin.  The largest count 
from the east coast was 45 at Rosemarkie on 17 February and 46 at Chanonry Point on 30 March.  
There were no records from the west coast over this period. 
 
Summer: The only records of summering birds were probably very early Autumn migrants, from 
the end of August, when a maximum of 85 birds were recorded from the Broadford Bay area on 
Skye on 25 August and 22 on 29 August. 
 
Autumn/Winter: September passage records from the west coast dominated, with few records 
after the end of September (apart from a maximum of 32 birds at Broadford Bay on 23 October).  
East coast arrivals essentially started in mid-October (4 from Tain and over 28 at Nigg Bay on 17 
October).  The highest count of 52 was from Nigg Bay on 3 November.  There were no December 
counts, which may simply reflect birds concentrated across the Moray & Nairn recording area. The 
only record outwith the Moray Firth area was of four birds at Strathy Point on 11 November. 
 
 

Canada Goose Branta canadensis   
Well-established in Lochaber and spreading, now breeding in Badenoch; 
locally common Summer moult migrant to Inner Moray Firth, but scarce 
elsewhere; very localised in Winter months. 
 
Winter/Spring: Records were again dominated by those originating from the Lochaber 
population and a (generally) smaller population across Badenoch & Strathspey.  High counts were 
seen at Kinlochmoidart (c. 125 on 1 January and 150 on 18 February).  High counts also seen from 
Achabeg (95 on 6 January; 88 on 8 January; and 56 on 10 January).  The highest count across 
Badenoch & Strathspey was of 72 birds at Dell of Killiehuntly, with significant numbers also seen 
at Loch Insh.  In general, Spring numbers at all recorded sites were lower than those over late 
Winter (January and February), as birds presumably dispersed across the wider, surrounding 
areas onto breeding locations. The great majority of records over this period were in single figures, 
with high counts rarely exceeding 20 individuals. 
 
Breeding: Birds were establishing breeding territories by mid-March (e.g. a nest with eggs on 18 
March at Invertromie). Occupied nests were regularly recorded throughout April and May, 
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particularly across Badenoch, with fewer records across Lochaber.  First broods were seen on 7 
May (five goslings at Loch Ailort, and 11 goslings at Glas Eilean) and then a brood of four goslings 
at Spey Dam (19 May). However, despite the large number of records from Spring, many fewer 
confirmed breeding or recorded clutch or brood sizes, although the number and diversity of 
locations do suggest continuing range expansion.  The longer-term consequence of this for other 
breeding waterfowl is not clear, although breeding Canada Geese can show high levels of 
interspecific aggression. 
 
Summer: The start of the annual moult migration to the Moray Firth was evident from 29 May, 
when 38 birds were at Udale Bay, and over 200 on 6 and 10 June. Smaller concentrations were also 
recorded across Badenoch, generally in the low 10s. A high count of 300 was seen at Udale Bay on 
9 July. Regular August counts at Udale and Munlochy Bays included 185 on 25 June and 193 on 26 
July. The highest number of birds across the wider area was 386 at Alness (27 July), 600 individuals 
at Udale Bay on 17 August, and then 380 at Udale Bay on 28 August. These counts seem broadly in 
line with previous years’ high counts.  It is also worth noting that Summer counts in the Lochaber 
resident population seem to be increasing significantly. These included 228 in the Loch Linnhe area 
on 25 June and 196 in the Fort William/Caol area on 17 June.  
 
Autumn/Winter: Large (post-moult) aggregations continued to be recorded across the Cromarty 
Firth and Easter Ross area, with notably high counts at Loch Eye occurring from early September 
onwards: 220 individuals on 5 September; 415 on 13 September; 572 on 18 September; and 650 
(the highest count observed) on 25 September. Thereafter, numbers declined through October and 
November, down to single figures in December. Across Lochaber numbers were lower, generally 
in single figures or low 10s, with notable exceptions at Inversanda (74 on 8 October), 237 at Kentra 
Moss (6 November), 74 at Achabeg on 19 November, and 109 at Glenmoidart on 16 December. 
Across Badenoch, numbers were generally in the low 10s, with a high count of 61 at Dell of 
Killiehuntly on 23 October, and c. 44 at Loch Insh on 10 November. 
 
 

Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis    
Locally common Winter visitor to north and west, scarce elsewhere. 
 
With increasing numbers of feral birds roaming around the Inner Moray Firth, it is now very difficult 
to distinguish wild birds in the area. All those reported below are thought to have been genuine 
migrants from Arctic breeding populations. 
 
Winter/Spring: There was no complete aerial survey of west coast sites as in 2023, and as many 
are on inaccessible offshore islands, the only counts made were from accessible locations.  Notable 
counts came from Tongue (west and north), including 247 on 4 January, c. 300 (Tongue (west) on 
15 February and c. 250 (Tongue (north) on 10 February, and 250 (Tongue (west) on 6 March. 
Other significant counts came from Gruinard area (140 on 1 February, and over 200 on 27 March); 
Achiltibuie (108 on 21 January, over 150 on 8 and 10 April, and 156 on 15 April); and Durness (357 
on 1 February). Reports of birds along the east coast and within Badenoch & Strathspey are likely 
to involve both migratory birds (passing through) and feral birds. Groups numbering more than 



 

35 

 

about 10 individuals are likely to originate from the local breeding population across the 
Cairngorm National Park area. 
 
Breeding: See later section on escapes and feral breeding birds. 
 
Autumn/Winter: The first migrants appeared on 7 October on Rum (seven individuals), though 
the main influx appears to have arrived on and after 15 October, when 120 individuals were 
recorded at Gruinard Bay.  Thereafter, there were high counts from Melness (c. 140 on 3 
November), Tongue (200 at Tongue (west) on 19 November, and 180 at Tongue (north) on 5 
December).  The highest count of 350 in early Winter occurred at Balnakeil on 9 December.  Very 
small numbers were also seen at Loch Eye and Udale Bay in early September (13 September) 
which may be very early migrants from the Svalbard population, though there were very few 
records after early October. 
 
 

Snow Goose Anser caerulescens 
Rare Winter visitor.  
 
A single snow goose was seen in the Fodderty/Dingwall area, along with a large flock of Pink-footed 
Geese from 5 January to 10 February, then at Culbokie on 16 February. Possibly the same bird was 
then seen at Alness on 1 March then at Stittenham on 7 March.  See later section for likely feral 
individuals or escapes. 
 

 
 Snow Goose © Sue Sykes 
 

Greylag Goose Anser anser   
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Increasingly common breeder, expanding its range across Highland recording 
area, especially into Badenoch & Strathspey. Common Winter migrant from 
Icelandic population, especially in east, though it is likely that the majority of 
the migratory population now winters further north, especially in Caithness 
and Orkney. 
 
Winter/Spring: Given the marked increase in the resident Greylag Goose population across 
Highland and the resulting geographical overlap in their distributions, it is difficult to characterize 
the origin of most records, though it has been suggested that very large flocks are more likely to 
originate from the migratory population.  In contrast, the prevalence of records from Badenoch & 
Strathspey suggests an origin from the resident breeding population.  A very high proportion of the 
BirdTrack records was only noted as being present, but there were regular, high counts from 
particular locations (e.g. Dell of Killiehuntly had c. 395 on 23 January and an exceptionally high 
count at Insh Marshes where there were more than 680 on 18 March).  These are likely to be 
resident breeding birds. Elsewhere, high counts included a count of 300 at Fodderty on 6 January 
and subsequent counts at same location of 500 on 14 January and 26 January.  Dalchork hosted 
300 on 31 March.  In general, counts across mid to late Spring were lower, in all probability due to 
birds dispersing onto breeding sites locally, and migratory birds returning to Iceland. A count of 60 
at Abernethy on 20 April was notable. 
 
Breeding: Birds were first recorded as being present in breeding locations as early as mid-March, 
and the first birds visiting a nest site were on 30 March at Insh Marshes. The first goslings were 
recorded on 4 May at Avielochan and, thereafter, there were reasonably frequent records, of birds 
either on or near a nest site, with goslings, at a number of locations across Highland, confirming 
how widespread the resident Greylag Goose population has spread.  Goslings were noted as late as 
21 July at Avielochan, though it is likely that most had fledged by the end of July. 
 
Number of pairs of Greylag Geese breeding at Insh Marshes, 2015 –2024 

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

78 56 45 83 74 *  113 135 91 129 

*   Count not done due to Covid. 
 
Summer: Birds seen in Summer are very likely to be resident Greylag Geese, although it is possible 
that some migratory birds may remain behind.  While a significant proportion of records originate 
from Badenoch & Strathspey, records were noted from across all the Highland recording area.  
Again, a significant proportion of records just noted birds as being present, but there were high 
counts from Lochindorb (150 on 6 June, 270 on 13 July and 300 on 15 July), 170 at Tain on 16 
August, and about 300 at Ardersier on 19 August. A high count of 420 individuals recorded at Loch 
Craggie (NC65) was also notable. Udale Bay had 305 individuals on 22 August. 
 
Autumn/Winter: As expected, birds aggregated into larger flocks following the breeding season.  
In early Autumn, high counts are probably largely or solely resident Greylag Geese, and, though 
counts of 1000 on 13 September and 1300 on 16 September at Udale Bay might have included 
some early migrants, it is generally agreed that most migrants do not arrive until mid-October 
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onwards. Loch Eye hosted 510 on 13 September, and 770 on 25 September.  On 1 October, there 
were 1180 birds at Culloden, which might have included some migrants, despite being relatively 
early. However, from mid- to end of September onwards, regular counts of several hundred birds 
were frequently recorded as birds aggregated into larger feeding and roosting flocks.  There were 
1350 birds at Loch Eye on 12 November which is likely to have contained a mix of resident and 
migratory Greylag Geese. 
 
 

Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus    
Abundant Winter visitor, especially in the east with a marked Spring passage; 
occasional breeding by feral birds, occasionally by wild birds. 
 
Winter/Spring: The majority of records came from eastern areas around the Moray Firth, with 
many records simply recorded as present.  Counts were also made within Badenoch & Strathspey, 
and though numbers were generally much lower than those around the Moray Firth, high counts 
in the low to mid 100s were regularly noted (e.g. over 400 at Invertromie on 12 February).  Large 
concentrations were regularly recorded around Fodderty and the Dingwall area, with the high 
counts ranging from 3000 on 6 January, to over 4000 on 14 January.  A peak of 10040 was seen at 
Fodderty on 26 January. Elsewhere, there were over 5000 at Udale Bay on 28 February, c. 5850 at 
Tarbat Ness on 10 April and 1200 (an estimate) at Stittenham on 7 March.  High counts in the 100s 
continued to be recorded up to the end of April, when it is likely that the great majority of migratory 
birds had returned to their Arctic breeding grounds, although a count of c.3000 at Udale Bay shows 
that significant numbers of birds were still present in early May. 
                       
Summer: There were 20 records over the Summer period, mostly on single individuals, but one 
small group of 18 was noted on 18 August.  It is possible that these were very early migrants, 
although the main influx is usually from mid-September onwards. 
 
Autumn/Winter: The main arrival appears to have started on or around 9 September, when 
about 775 individuals were seen flying over Tarbat Ness.  Numbers were generally seen in the 10s 
up to about mid-September, when a large flock of about 4000-6000 were seen at Udale Bay on 15, 
16 and 29 September.  Birds were also regularly recorded across the west coast, presumably 
migratory birds taking a more westerly approach to Scotland (e.g. 500 were seen over Inverpolly 
on 23 September, and over 235 were noted over Rum on 8 October). Counts in the low to mid 100s 
were regularly made from mid-October onwards and, though there were 4200 birds at Udale Bay 
on 28 October, there was a tendency for high counts at most sites to decline as birds dispersed into 
wintering areas in late Autumn and early Winter. 
 
Only one report of possible avian flu was noted in BirdTrack, which may suggest that the level of 
infection across the migratory population had diminished by 2024. 
 

Tundra Bean Goose Anser serrirostris 
A rare Winter visitor, occasionally seen in small flocks, and often mixed in with 
Greylag and/or Pink-footed Geese. 
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Two adults were at Stittenham from 4-8 March. A single Tundra Bean Goose was recorded at 
Culmaily on 5 April, and another individual at Balnakeil on 9 May. 
 
 

White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons    
Winter visitor in small numbers in west, scarce in east. Population likely to be 
declining across wintering range. 
 
Note: there were six BirdTrack records of individuals for which no sub-species was identified. 
 
(Greenland race) Anser albifrons flavirostris 
 
Winter/Spring: The only sizeable flock was recorded at Kentra Moss on 30 January and 1 
February when there were 75 individuals recorded.  Elsewhere, there were records of single 
individuals from Balliefurth (18 February), Alness (1 March), Stittenham (7 March), Carrbridge 
area (21 March), Dulnain Bridge (11, 19 and 24 March), Nethy Bridge (19 February), Loch Fleet 
(18 March) and Inverness on 20 March. 
 
Autumn/Winter: Regular counts from Kentra Moss records were made over the period 6 October 
to 28 December, with a maximum count of 75 on 6 November. There were also 34 birds seen at 
Kilmory (15 October), Dalnabreck (86 individuals on 5 November), Sanna (8 birds on 21 October), 
Shielbridge (70 on 30 December, and c. 50 at Shielfoot on 28 December). 
 
(European/Russian race) Anser albifrons albifrons 
 
Winter/Spring: A single individual was recorded at Dell of Killiehuntly from 21 January through 
to 18 February, and what is possibly a separate individual was seen at Insh Marshes, on 18 
February and then the Dulnain/Carrbridge area between 19 and 26 February. Another individual 
was then seen in the Dornoch and Loch Fleet area from 29 March through to 5 April. 
 
Autumn: Individuals were seen at Loch Fleet on 20 October and Cuthill on 4 November. 
 
 

Lesser White-fronted Goose Anser erythropus 
Very rare vagrant. 
 
 A single individual of unknown origin was recorded on the Isle of Skye, though this is likely to 
have been an escape. 
 

Mute Swan Cygnus olor 
Resident in the east, but generally scarce across northern and western areas.  
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Winter/Spring: There were over 450 BirdTrack records from Winter and Spring. The great 
majority were across eastern areas, especially sites around the Moray Firth and across Badenoch 
& Strathspey, and almost all in relatively small numbers, typically below 10 individuals. The only 
site where numbers regularly exceeded 10 individuals was Loch Eye.  Counts from Moray Firth 
WeBS sites are shown below. 
 
Breeding: First breeding records were from 10 April (a bird on a nest at Loch Flemington), 
continuing across Spring and Summer until the last record of a pair with juveniles on 12 
September.  There were few counts of pairs with juveniles (10) with a range of brood sizes of two 
to five. The great majority of breeding records were from sites across eastern areas, with only a 
very few from the north and west, reflecting the Winter and Spring distribution. 
 
Summer: Again, the majority of records were from eastern areas, but there were periodic counts 
from Lochaber, especially Fort William.  However, unlike earlier observations, large concentrations 
were seen at Loch Eye, with 105 individuals present on 1 August, 102 on 8 August and 107 on 18 
August. 
 
Autumn/Winter: Distribution was as for earlier months, and counts at Loch Eye consistently high, 
ranging from 68 on 13 October, up to 107 on 4 November. Small numbers occurred outwith 
eastern areas, again across Lochaber. 
 
Mute Swan - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2024 

  14 January 11 February 20 October 15 December 

Dornoch Firth 31 11 30 50 
Cromarty Firth 2 9 2 0 

Beauly Firth 2 2 6 0 
Inverness Firths 23 14 10 9 

Moray Basin Lochs 12 39 126 84 

Totals 70 75 174 143 

 
 

Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus   
Has bred and occasional individuals do summer, although some local breeding 
events appear to involve feral birds. A common migrant and Winter visitor, 
mainly in the east. 
 
Winter/Spring: Records were, as usual, widespread across the recording area, although records 
from the eastern part of the recording area dominate.  In general, low numbers from all sites, and 
mostly in single figures.  The highest counts were from Black Lochs (32 on 12 March), 30 from 
Bearreraig Bay (12 March), and 24 from Insh Marshes (13 March).  A total of 51 were seen flying 
at Balnakeil and 40 also flying north-west near Stittenham (both records from 20 March).  
Migration is therefore likely to have begun at the end of March as birds were heard calling over 
Rum at night on 24 March, although most birds appear to have left over an extended period in April 
as the frequency of records from Lochaber, Skye and other western parts of the recording area 
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increased markedly during April.  Small numbers of birds – generally singles – continued to be seen 
at a number of regularly recorded locations throughout May, as many of these may have been 
summering birds. 
 
Breeding/Summer: There were only 16 records across the recording area from BirdTrack, either 
as singles or as possible pairs. A small number of birds were recorded at several locations over the 
Summer, as possible breeders. 
 
Autumn/Winter: It is likely that the first migrants from Iceland arrived early to mid-September, 
when 17 probable migrants were seen at Loch Eye (13 September). Birds were recorded through 
nocturnal calls on Rum (18 September).  Thereafter, numbers at key sites continued to increase 
with 52 at Loch Eye on 25 September, though it appears that the main influx occurred around the 
first week in October, when 103 were seen at Loch Eye on 7 October, and about 150 at Tain on 8 
October.  Loch Eye hosted 300 birds on 11 October, and a peak count of 831 on 13 October, up on 
the figure of 776 from October 2023.  Large numbers of birds were seen across Easter Ross 
throughout Autumn, with several hundred birds feeding at Petley fields and Pig Farm (428 on 31 
October, and c. 200 on 18 November).  Numbers were much lower, even at key sites such as Loch 
Eye during December, reflecting likely dispersal and further migratory movements. 
 
Whooper Swan - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2024 

  14 January 11 February 20 October 15 December 

Dornoch Firth 12 9 110 6 
Cromarty Firth 4 0 4 0 

Beauly Firth 130 5 36 0 
Inverness Firths 0 0 1 12 

Moray Basin Lochs 146 10 232 5 

Totals 292 24 383 23 

 
 

Shelduck Tadorna tadorna   
Regular breeder, but scarce in north and west; very common in Winter across 
Inner Moray Firth intertidal habitats. 
 
Winter/Spring: As usual, largest concentrations were across intertidal habitats around the Moray 
Firth, with many fewer records from western parts of the recording area. WeBS counts (below) 
give a more complete picture of the size of the population, but there were consistently high 
numbers around Tain, as well as Munlochy Bay and lower numbers at Udale and Nigg Bays.  
Highest counts include 185 at Alness Bay on 10 January, 117 at Munlochy Bay on 1 February, 253 
at Tain on 20 February, and 120 at Inver on 7 March. Away from the east coast, small numbers – 
almost always in single figures – were recorded from Broadford Bay, Roag, Inverewe, Kentra Bay, 
Tongue and Portree. The highest count from western areas was of 12 individuals at Roag on 7 
February. 
 
Breeding: There was limited evidence of breeding, and almost all records were of birds with 
dependent young.  The earliest record was from the Dunan coast (Skye) on 30 May (a count of four 
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individuals). There were good numbers of broods at Loch Fleet (e.g. at least five broods on 26 June); 
and regular reports of broods from Udale Bay.  Average brood size from 14 records of broods was 
8.4 ducklings, although large brood sizes may often be the result of brood amalgamation. 
 
Summer: The Summer distribution reflected that from Spring, with most records around the 
Moray Firth, especially Udale Bay, The Mound (Loch Fleet) and Tain.  Away from the east coast 
there were records from Canna (where they bred), Broadford, Kentra Bay, and two individuals on 
Tanera Mor (10 June). 
 
Shelduck - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2024 

  14 January 11 February 20 October 15 December 

Dornoch Firth 434 611 307 383 

Cromarty Firth 471 524 94 765 
Beauly Firth 1 4 12 0 

Inverness Firths 137 257 6 144 
Moray Basin Lochs 0 0 0 0 

Totals 1043 1396 419 1292 

 
Autumn/Winter: There was a gap in records due to their migration, until late September (four at 
Nigg Bay on 27 September), and small numbers in the Dingwall area.  Thereafter, records were 
regular from the usual areas around the Moray Firth, especially Tain, Munlochy Bay, Udale Bay.  
The highest count of 80 individuals was seen at Tain on 18 October. 
 
 

Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea 
Rare visitor or escape. 
 
A single bird was seen in the Dingwall area over the winter period, and then, likely the same 
individual, was then seen regularly at Udale Bay over various dates during summer.  The last 
record of an individual, again probably the same bird, was made in Autumn, also at Udale Bay.  See 
later section on escapes and feral birds  for details. 
 
 

Mandarin Duck Aix galericulata   
Small introduced population on River Nairn; rare elsewhere. 
 
Winter/Spring: There were fewer records compared to 2023. Small numbers were seen at UHI 
(single on 4 January); Garve (five on 9 January); Littlemill (two on 24 March), and Daviot (two on 
12 and 25 April).  Two individuals were seen at Inverarnie on 7 May, though the main 
concentration was again on the River Nairn at Cantraybridge (16 on 10 February and 21 on 17 
February).  The majority of resident individuals which occur along Strath Nairn, occur outwith the 
Highland recording area. 
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Breeding: Only four records: a pair at Littlemill on 24 March; a pair at Daviot 25 April (as above); 
a brood and adult(s) of five individuals; and a female with three young at Beaufort Woods (Beauly) 
on 11 July.  
   
Summer/Autumn/Winter: Two birds were seen flying near Dochgarroch on 28 June, and 18 
individuals were seen at Kilravock on 13 October. 
 
 

Garganey Spatula querquedula 
Has bred: scarce migrant, mainly in the east. 
 
Spring: Two individuals: a single bird seen at Castle Stuart on 30 April, and a bird at Balnakeil 
Marsh, Durness was seen on multiple occasions from 3 May until end of June, and into July. 
 
Summer: The last record of the individual seen earlier at Durness (as above) was on 15 July. 
 
 

Shoveler Spatula clypeata    
Scarce resident and Winter migrant, mainly in Inner Moray Firth. Very 
occasional breeder. 
 
Winter/Spring: There were regular reports from a relatively few sites, including Alturlie Pools, 
Invertromie, Balnakeil Marsh and Insh Marshes, usually in small numbers (fewer than 10), with 
higher numbers at Tain (23 on 6 January) and 22 at Loch Eye on 4 January. Almost all records were 
from these few sites, with notable records of birds at the coastal site at Linnhe and Lochy Mouth on 
9 January (possibly due to cold weather), and 26 March, as well as 10 individuals at Balnakeil 
Marsh on 30 April. 
 
Breeding: Breeding was only confirmed at Balnakeil on 6 June when a female was seen with 
ducklings, although breeding may have occurred at Dell of Killiehuntly, Invertromie, and Loch Insh. 
 
Autumn/Winter: Individuals were regularly seen at Tain from 14 September through to 25 
December, with the highest count of 32 on 5 November.  Singles were seen at Alturlie on 12 
November and also at Balnakeil Marsh on 28 October.  Bird(s) were also seen in the Craighill area 
(NH78) on 25 and 27 October.  A single bird was also seen in the Fort William area on 20 September 
as part of a WeBS count. 
 
 

Gadwall Mareca strepera   
Has bred; scarce migrant and Winter visitor, mainly in the east. 
 
Winter/Spring: Singles or very small groups were regularly seen in Spring, with birds recorded 
at Tain, the Craighill area, Loch Eye, Kinellan, Udale Bay and Alturlie. Highest count, though, was at 
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Balnakeil Marsh, Durness from 11 May to 31 May, when a maximum of 14 individuals were seen 
on 4 May. 
 
Summer/Breeding: Individuals were regularly seen at Balnakeil (during May and June) where 
they are presumed to have bred, Avielochan (29 June), Kinellan (22 July), and a pair at Tarbat Ness 
(30 July). No confirmed records of breeding were made. 
 
Autumn/Winter: Birds continued to be seen at Balnakeil, with highest count of 11 on 28 October, 
otherwise the only other regular site was Loch Eye when small numbers were seen (a maximum 
of eight) from 13 September to 8 November. 
 
 

Wigeon Mareca penelope   
Uncommon breeder; common migrant and Winter visitor, especially in Inner 
Moray Firth. 
 
Winter/Spring: There were 810 BirdTrack records of Wigeon across a wide range of habitats, 
both coastal and on inshore waterbodies, again reflecting how widespread this species is across 
Highland.  Highest counts tended to come from intertidal areas around the Moray Firth, with 
counts at key sites regularly exceeding 100 individuals, the highest total seen on 18 February at 
Castle Stuart when there were 1270 birds recorded.  High numbers were seen inland around Boat 
of Garten (110 and 117 on 10 and 12 March, respectively), though in general, inland sites hosted 
smaller numbers, often fewer than 10 individuals.  Inner Moray Firth WeBS counts are shown in 
the table below.  
 
Breeding: First confirmed breeding record was on 21 May, when eight ducklings were seen on a 
pond at Lairg. Other records came from Dava (2 June, 9 June and 6 July), Duthil Burn, and Boat of 
Garten (15 and 20 June).  There were no further records after 22 July.  It is likely that the actual 
distribution of this species in the breeding season is probably much wider than limited records 
suggest. 
 
Number of Wigeon pairs breeding at Insh Marshes 2015–2024 

Year 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Pairs 35 29 26 22 15 * 15 17 26 21 

* No count made or provided. 
 
Summer: There were 77 BirdTrack records over Summer, and while most came from across 
Badenoch & Strathspey, other records from around the Moray Firth, including Loch Fleet/The 
Mound, Udale Bay, Tain and Alturlie. Most recorded numbers exceeded 10 from 25 August 
onwards, probably due to early migrants, but other records were of summering birds as well as 
possible breeding birds. 
 
Autumn/Winter: There were 347 BirdTrack records of Wigeon across a similarly wide range of 
habitats to late Winter and Spring, again across both coastal inshore waterbodies. The Autumn and 
Winter distributions were broadly similar to those across late Winter and Spring.  Migration was 
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clearly seen from early September, though it may have started earlier when 21 birds were seen at 
Udale Bay on 25 August. From then on, a count of 250 across Udale Bay on 11 September suggests 
the start of the main influx.  Numbers peaked in mid-October, when there was a count of 1700 at 
Milton of Culloden on 17 October and a count of 2545 at Tain on 20 October. However, counts 
exceeding 500 were relatively frequent over Autumn and early Winter.  Counts across northern 
and western areas were generally lower, with good numbers seen regularly at Kentra Bay, coastal 
Lochaber sites and Loch Portree, Skye.  Inner Moray Firth WeBS counts are shown in the table 
below.  The magnitude of the October WeBS count is consistent with the frequency of high counts 
recorded in BirdTrack over the period mid-September until late October.  It seems likely that from 
late October onwards, birds disperse over wider areas, a phenomenon reflected in the WeBS 
counts. 
 
Wigeon - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2024 

  14 January 11 February 20 October 15 December 

Dornoch Firth 2471 2551 10388 6069 

Cromarty Firth 5018 1992 6875 4975 
Beauly Firth 731 352 509 472 

Inverness Firths 3450 1941 2502 3777 
Moray Basin Lochs 369 378 415 451 

Totals 12039 7214 20689 15744 

 
 

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos    
Common and widespread breeder; widespread also in Winter, especially in 
Inner Moray Firth and inland waterbodies. 
 
Winter/Spring: There were 2427 BirdTrack records across the late Winter and Spring periods, 
with most records either noted as simply being present or in low numbers, generally fewer than 
20 individuals.  There were 320 at Loch Eye on 4 January, 190 at Balliefurth on 10 February, and 
14 at Loch Flemington on 11 February.  From March onwards, numbers at all sites declined, 
presumably as birds dispersed onto breeding habitats.  The great majority of records were from 
eastern parts of the recording area, with only about 400 from the west and north, though this may 
reflect, at least in part, the relative paucity of recorders across this part of the recording area. 
 
Breeding: There were over 100 confirmed records of breeding, though display and courtship was 
seen at many other sites. While breeding is likely to have commenced in late March, the first 
confirmed record was of four newly hatched ducklings on 10 April at Drummond, Inverness.  The 
last record of adults with (grown) young was on 8 August, though there were relatively small 
ducklings as late as the end of July.   
 
Number of Mallard pairs breeding at Insh Marshes 2015-2024 

Years 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Pairs 228 261 106 160 136 * 127 132 188 156 

* Covid – no data. 
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Summer: There were 733 records over Summer, including small groups, often with ducklings, 
though larger groups began to be seen from about mid-July onwards, albeit mostly in groups of low 
10s, but with a few larger groups including 56 at Beechwood on 15 July, 170 on 1 August, and then 
152 on 14 August, both at Loch Eye. 
 
Autumn/Winter: There were 918 records over the Autumn and early Winter period. The contrast 
with late Winter and Spring (above) is notable, and while it is likely that many birds probably 
aggregate into fewer sites, this may also be an artefact of recording bias, reflecting effort as much 
as actual distribution and numbers present. Large flocks continued to be seen at Loch Eye, with 
225 on 5 September and 231 on 15 December. 
 

Mallard - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2024 

  14 January 11 February 20 October 15 December 

Dornoch Firth 824 572 879 940 
Cromarty Firth 278 249 182 170 

Beauly Firth 325 206 271 337 
Inverness Firths 252 187 56 333 

Moray Basin Lochs 319 308 353 353 

Totals 1998 1522 1741 2133 

 
 

Pintail Anas acuta   
Rare breeder; locally common Winter visitor in Inner Moray Firth, but scarce 
elsewhere. 
 
Winter: On the east coast, 64 were noted using Udale Bay on 3 January, whilst 63 were off Tain on 
6th, rising to 100 by 13th; Seafield also held 30 on 21st. Dornoch Point held 69 on 23 February. 
Seventy-five were still off Tain on 10 March, whilst Bunchrew held 27 on 17th and the Beauly Firth 
still supported 40+ on 12 April. Away from the east, a scattering of good records included nine at 
Balliefurth on 25 January, one at Kyle of Durness on 1 February, and three at Nethy Bridge the day 
after.   
 
Spring: The late Spring passage overlaps early prospecting breeders, often making a judgment of 
‘possible’ breeding status challenging for pairs or singles. A bird was noted at Morefield (Little Loch 
Broom) on 21 April, whilst four were on the Dornoch Firth the day after. One was at The Mound 
on 23 April, with two remaining at Dornoch on the 29th. Unusually, two birds were noted at Brora 
on 30 April.  
 
Autumn/Winter: The first presumed arrivals were three off Tain on 25 September, rising slowly 
to 16 by 22 October.  Dornoch Point held 95 on 17 November, whilst Tain peaked at 100 on 10 
December.  See WeBS data below for coordinated counts, reflecting regional wintering 
populations. 
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Pintail - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2024 

 14 January 11 February 20 October 15 December 

Brora - Dornoch 0 0 0 0 
Dornoch Firth 247 289 77 137 
Easter Ross (rocky shore) 0 0 0 0 
Cromarty Firth 0 190 33 130 
Beauly Firth 0 59 27 23 
Inverness Firth 18 0 0 0 
Moray Basin Lochs 0 0 0 0 

Totals 265 538 137 290 

 
 

Teal Anas crecca   
Widespread breeder in small numbers; common migrant and Winter visitor, 
especially in Inner Moray Firth. 
 
Winter/Spring: Highest counts came from the east. Counts were a little low in January, though 
Tain held 260 on the 4th, with 150 at Portmahomack the next day. Loch Eye supported 400 on 19 
February, with 91 at Seafield three days later, consistent through to March. Away from the east, 
Balliefurth held 195 on 4 February, with 96 at Dell of Killiehuntly two days later. Boat of Garten 
supported 125 on 3 March.  
 
Breeding/Summer: BirdTrack records of breeding status include 24 ‘possible’, 53 ‘probable’ and 
only six ‘confirmed’.  A decline in duckling data; yet at least three broods of two ducklings were 
noted during June (first one on 10th) and a late brood of eight on Lochan na Curra, Ashie Moor on 
6 August. 
 
Number of Teal pairs at Insh Marshes 2015 – 2024 

Years 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Pairs 88 84 55 66 58 n/c 62 64 66 69 

 
Autumn/Winter: Again, the highest counts came from the east of the region, with numbers 
building from September.  This involved 370 at Milton of Culloden on 16 September, with 400 at 
Seafield on the 19th and 500 at Tain on the same day.  These latter sites held similar numbers into 
mid-October, 490 and 460 respectively. Tain peaked at an impressive 700 on 27 October. The 
Mound Lagoon was buoyant with 353 on 4 December. However, December counts fell away at 
other key strongholds; Loch Eye held 230 on the 9th and 300 at Tain on the 10th.  At other sites, 
150 were at Lurg, Strathspey on 21 September, 52 at Loch Garten on 4 November, whilst Insh 
Marshes held 70+ birds on 7th.   
 
Teal - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2024 

 14 January 11 February 20 October 15 December 
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Brora - Dornoch 8 0 61 253 
Dornoch Firth 681 355 1529 1828 
Easter Ross (rocky shore) 0 0 0 0 
Cromarty Firth 457 381 450 400 
Beauly Firth 218 87 459 251 
Inverness Firth 587 594 812 813 
Moray Basin Lochs (inland) 29 397 87 31 

Totals 1980 1814 3398 3576 

 
(Green-winged Teal) Anas crecca carolinensis 
Note this previously recognized species, is now regarded as only a sub-species of Common Teal. 
 
Winter/Spring: One male over-wintered at Tain and was regularly reported from 10 January to 
10 April. Alturlie also held a male from 19 January until 6 April.  Possibly the same bird relocated 
to Easter Dalziel on 10 April and was last seen there on the 13th.  Another male was noted at 
Tornagrain from 10 April to the 13th, relatively close-by, but both birds were noted at the same 
time at their respective sites.  One male was noted at Boat of Garten on 4-7 March. 
 
Autumn/Winter: Probably three single males, at Loch Fleet on 7 October, Tain on 22 October and 
probably the same at nearby Loch Eye next day, with another at Alturlie on 18 October.  
 
 

Pochard Aythya ferina    
Has bred; usually scarce migrant and Winter visitor, mainly in Inner Moray 
Firth basin. 
 
Autumn/Winter: A slight increase in recent years, with Loch Eye proving the most favoured site. 
The first arrivals were three on 30 September; two from 11-13 October and one remaining until 
the end of the month. Two were noted on 12 November, after which a ‘mini-peak’ of eight birds 
occurred on the 27th,  staying until 3 December.  One bird was (still) present on 15 December.  Away 
from Loch Eye, an impressive count of six birds was made at Loch Insh on 2 November and one at 
Loch Garten on 15 November. 
 
 

Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris    
Scarce American migrant, but considered to be increasing. 
 
Winter/Spring: A male was at Loch Shiel, Langal on 12 February. Presumably the same bird 
remained at Loch Shiel, Acharacle, recorded frequently until it was last seen on 1 May. 
 
Autumn/Winter:  A female was at Loch Shiel (Acharacle) on 14 December. 
 
 

Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula    
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Common breeder in most areas; locally common, but declining Winter visitor, 
especially in Inner Moray Firth. 
 
Winter/Spring: Kyle of Durness held 18 on 1 February, with 24 on Loch Insh two days later. Loch 
Eye remains a Highland stronghold for this species, with 80 noted on 19 February.  Loch Shiel 
(Acharacle) peaked at 22 on 9 April, and Loch Leir (Forsinard) held 14 on 24 April, as birds started 
to search out suitable breeding sites. 
 
Breeding: Number of breeding status records on BirdTrack included: nine ‘possible’, 36 ‘probable’ 
and 13 ‘confirmed’.  The first young were noted on 5 June, at Loch Laide, Abriachan. 
 
Tufted Duck brood or creche sizes reported during 2024 

Number of ducklings 1 2 3 5 7 8 
Number of reports 1 1 2 1 1 1 

Total ducklings (minimum) = 29 minimum. 
 
Number of Tufted Duck pairs at Insh Marshes 2015–2024 

Years 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Pairs 17 9 13 6 14 n/c 10 7 24 11 

 
Summer: The best Summer count came from Loch Eye, with 43 present on 14 August. 
 
Autumn/Winter: Early Autumn counts at Loch Eye included 170 on 18 September, rising to peak 
at an impressive 355 on 25 October, falling quickly to 270 by 4 November and ‘only’ 150 four days 
later. At other sites, Lochindorb held 20+ on 21 October, with 33 enjoying Loch Insh on 2 
November and 21 on Loch Mealt (NG5065) on 25th. Loch Eye ended the year with 110 on 26 
December. 
 
Tufted Duck - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2024 

 14 January 11 February 20 October 15 December 

Brora - Dornoch 0 0 0 0 
Dornoch Firth 59 60 10 141 
Easter Ross (rocky shore) 0 0 0 0 
Cromarty Firth 0 0 0 0 
Beauly Firth 6 0 0 0 
Inverness Firth 0 0 0 0 
Moray Basin Lochs (inland) 133 95 91 119 

Totals 198 155 101 260 

 
 

Scaup Aythya marila   
Has bred; locally common Winter visitor in Inner Moray Firth, but scarce 
elsewhere. 
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Winter/Spring: The main sites traditionally used are the Cromarty and Inverness Firths.  In the 
Cromarty Firth, a two-year dedicated Scaup study recorded a healthy peak of 810 on 21 January, 
but did not replicate the exceptionally high counts of January/February 2023. However, numbers 
stayed buoyant at c. 800 until early March when departure/movement started to occur, with a 
drop to 610 on the 3rd.  Only 390 could be found on 17 March, but numbers were back up to 610 
on 10 April; the last Cromarty Firth study count ended with 410 on 21 April.  Like 2023, the 
Inverness Firth was notably less used, with a January peak count of only 100 on 22 January, with a 
slight increase up to 180 on 21 February and 14 March. Numbers fell a little to 130 on 22 April, 
where 65 were still present on 7 May, falling to 10 by 19 May.  Away from core areas, Loch Eye held 
seven on 10 January; Edderton Bay (Dornoch Firth) held 56 on 11 March, with Dingwall 
supporting eight and two at Loch Eye the day after.  Passage birds were noted at Portmahomack 
on 24 April (two) and again on 12 May (two), associating with staging sea duck there.  
 
Summer/breeding: With no exceptional mid-Winter influx, Summer records were scarce 
compared to 2023.  Two birds were noted on a freshwater loch around the Inverdruie area on 21 
April, likely prospecting.  Four may have summered at Udale Bay (23 July - 4 August). A female in 
the Durness area on 1 August suggests ‘possible’ breeding.  
 
Autumn/Winter: In the Cromarty Firth, early arrivals included 30 on 1 September, rising to 120 
by the 29th.  Numbers increased sharply to 340 by 6 October, where 505 were present by the 17th.  
Thereafter, Autumn-early Winter counts stabilised at around this level, with 470 on 3 November 
and 464 on 30 December. Few birds were reported from the Inverness Firth again; with only 45 
being the peak on 28 December (see also WeBS data below). Loch Eye became well used after a 
rather quiet 2023, with 33 on 13 October, rising to 52 by 8 November; peaking at an impressive 83 
on 3 December. Records from other sites reflected a steady small-scale Autumn passage, with two 
at Loch Insh on 4 October and one on the 23rd. Fourteen at Lochindorb on 12 November was 
notable, whilst two were at Portmahomack the next day. 
 
Scaup - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2024 

 14 January 11 February 20 October 15 December 

Brora - Dornoch 0 0 0 0 
Dornoch Firth 0 0 0 0 
Easter Ross (rocky shore) 0 0 0 0 
Cromarty Firth 637 311 323 297 
Beauly Firth 0 0 0 0 
Inverness Firth 47 96 0 0 
Moray Basin Lochs (inland) 4 0 10 22 

Totals 688 407 333 319 

 
 

Eider Somateria mollissima   
Common breeder; locally common in Winter. 
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Winter/Spring: Numbers generally low throughout. Chanonry Point held 38 on 2 January, with 
160 off Golspie coastal zone on the 7th.  130 off Cromarty Bay on 11 February; 100 at Alturlie on 
the 16th and 33 off Portmahomack on the 21st. Connage Bay (Ardersier) held 50 on 11 March, 
whilst 70 flew past Tarbat Ness on the 14th. Golspie coast supported 235 on 15 April, with the Loch 
Fleet channel zone latterly supporting 330 on the 30th.  Away from the east coast, 10 were at Loch 
Gairloch on 29 January, with 21 off Talmine coast the next day.  Thirty-eight were noted in the 
Sound of Raasay on 7 March; 16+ were at Loch Scresort (Kinloch) on the 24th. 
 
Breeding:  Monitoring of the Invergordon/Cromarty Firth colony found a notable decline in active 
nests, down to 108 (with only 44 of those producing ducklings - based on nest contents), compared 
to 140 in 2023. Peak number of active nests in 2021 was 166. Suspected reasons for breeding 
decline include a combination of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (from 2022) and the effects of 
severe gales, causing notable increases in mortality (as per Bob Swann and Ivan Brockway).  On 5 
May, the Loch Fleet/Mound Causeway colony held a minimum of 34 prospecting females, with 151 
males in close attendance, resulting in a minimum of 63 ducklings foraging in Loch Fleet on 23 June 
(see table below).  Away from the Cromarty Firth colony, there was an increase in breeding and 
duckling data, with eight records of ‘possible’ breeding, 21 ‘probable’ and 18 ‘confirmed’, involving 
sites such as Canna, Kilmory, Fort William and Balnakeil. 
 
Eider brood or creche sizes reported during 2024 

Number of ducklings 1 2 4 5 7 8 10 13 
Number of reports 1 3 3 2 2 3 1 1 

Total ducklings (minimum) = 90. 
 
Autumn/Winter: A peak count of 580 used the Golspie open coastal zone on 29 September, with 
similar numbers (c. 500) during November and December, falling to 240 by 26 December.  
Unusually, few Eiders used the favoured Loch Fleet channel zone during Autumn/early Winter, 
coinciding with a White-tailed Eagle  presence/activity. The peak count within the Cromarty Firth 
was 690 on 6 October, with 635 on Nigg beach on the 19th.  Within the Inverness Firth, 160 were 
off Fort George on 6 December. On the west coast, an impressive gathering of c. 200 at Clovullin on 
Loch Linnhe on 8 October, with 24 at Big Sand (Gairloch) on the 25th, rising to 35+ on 30 December. 
 
(Northern Eider) Somateria mollissima borealis  
 
Autumn/Winter: The only report came from Dornoch Point on 13 September where two birds 
showed characteristics of this sub-species.  
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Eider © Sue Sykes 

 
Surf Scoter Melanitta perspicillata    
Rare visitor,  though now almost annual. 
 
Summer: A first-summer male was present off Portmahomack on 20 June. 
 
Autumn/Winter: Two adult males were first noted on 14 November off Dornoch coastal zone and 
presumably the same individuals (often associating with each other) remained there until 20 
December, integrating with a Common Scoter flock. 
 
 

Velvet Scoter Melanitta fusca    
Uncommon Winter visitor in the wider Moray Firth, and rare elsewhere.   
 
Winter/Spring: Numbers of birds very low overall, with the maximum including only two 
individuals within any one report; with little difference between the east and west coast (however, 
see Common Scoter below!). One bird frequented Scalpay Narrows on 4 January, whilst a second 
bird may have been present at Broadford, both reported up to the end of the month. Two were off 
Alturlie Point on 6 January. One bird was reported from Reiff Bay (Achiltibuie) on 30 January. Two 
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were noted at Poolewe on 22 February, whilst the Broadford bird remained up to 8 April.  One was 
seen off Embo on 15 April. 
 
Summer:  One individual was noted within a Common Scoter flock off Portmahomack on 15 June. 
 
Autumn/Winter: First returning birds involved two on 16 September, unusually off Helmsdale. 
Two off Cromarty on 8 October, with a single female reported from North Kessock and Fortrose in 
the first week of November and on 20 December. Loch Poolewe enjoyed two birds on Boxing Day.   
 
 

Common Scoter Melanitta nigra    
Scarce breeder in north and west; locally common in the wider Moray Firth 
during Winter/Spring, but scarce elsewhere; some non-breeders over-summer.  
 
Winter/Spring: Late Winter/Spring numbers were still abnormally low, following severe adverse 
effects of autumnal storm events in 2023. This resulted in sustained impacts to subtidal habitats 
where it was suspected many birds vacated the east coast due to wide-scale food depletion. 
BirdTrack data reinforce this east coast displacement. For example, where numbers were noted, 
58% (n=94) of January/February records were from the west/north coast, compared to just 19% 
(n=88) for the same period in 2023. Numbers in January/February from Dornoch (a primary 
scoter forage zone) peaked at only 39 (mostly females or immatures).  Broadford Bay supported 
12 on 29 January, with Loch Ewe holding 40 the next day.  The sheltered Cromarty Firth peaked at 
73 (all females or immatures) on 11 February. Aultbea held 16 on 23 March. Unusually, during this 
Spring period, Common Scoters started to frequent the Golspie coastal zone (see also Long-tailed 
Duck), with 220 there on 28 April, peaking at 385 on 5 May.  Portmahomack, a Spring passage 
seaduck site, recorded 320 on 31 March, rising to 1050 by 21 April, peaking at 1845 on 5 May. 
Dornoch supported 120 the next day. 
 
Breeding: Across the Highlands, 2024 was exceptional, in that the coverage of lochs in the Flow 
country was hugely extended to provide an almost complete picture of this part of the population. 
The annual coverage in the Flows normally covers 58 sites (lochs or pool systems), 33 of which are 
on the Forsinard Reserve and 25 of which are off reserve. A total of 15 females were recorded on 
annual spring counts and, of those, eight females were recorded late in the season, with 17 juveniles 
divided between four broods. Although these population numbers are similar to those recorded in 
the last national survey in 2007, the range has contracted since then. Of the additional 232 sites 
surveyed in 2024, a further 10 females were recorded in the spring counts, bringing the total 
number of recorded females in the Flows in 2024 to 25.  Anecdotal reports suggested that a small 
number of Common Scoters had been recorded in areas of the Flows outwith the survey. Of the 
Inverness-shire scoter sites, two areas were surveyed in detail, with a total of 15 females recorded.  
At a third location, anecdotal reports suggested two pairs were present, but these are not included 
in the table below to allow comparison from year to year.  Productivity in Inverness-shire sites was 
once again very poor, with no ducklings known to fledge. 
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Breeding female Common Scoter totals for the two main breeding concentrations 

 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Flows 15 11 11 15 
Inverness-shire 13 14 14 15 

Note that part of the Flows population occurs with Caithness as well as Sutherland, but annual counts do not 
partial out those in Caithness as opposed to those within Sutherland. 

 
Summer: Ten were in Gruinard Bay and two at Staffin (Portree) on 24 May.  Clashnessie held c. 40 
the following day. Fourteen were recorded at Bay of Stoer on 1 June and 60 were off Eigg (NW) the 
next day, with eight at Broadford Bay on the 8th; 25+ off Gairloch Golf Course on the 17th, rising to 
30 by the 22nd, whilst Strath (Gairloch) held 28 birds on 25 June. Udale Bay enjoyed 75+ on 24 May 
and 1000 were still off Portmahomack on the 29th.  Nearshore waters off Loch Fleet held 250 on 
23 June. Around 200 may have fully moulted at Portmahomack up to 30 August. 
 
Autumn/Winter: A steady stream of birds, in small number, passed Tarbat Ness (all heading 
south) from late Summer into Autumn, peaking at 23 on 4 September. Forty-two were off 
Portmahomack on 16th, rising to 150 on 4 October. Dornoch coastal zone held 210 on the 6th, 
rising to 370 on the 30th.  Moving into November (6th), Dornoch fell a little to 320, whilst 
Portmahomack held c. 250 on 13th.  It is unusual to see this latter site support scoters in good 
number leading into early Winter.  Dornoch peaked on 29 November, supporting 610, involving 
multiple fragmented flocks, before falling to 380 on Boxing Day. Only 9% were west/north coast 
records for this period, including three at Kyle of Tongue on 26 October, four at Loch Ainort on 10 
December and five at Loch Poolewe on the 26th.  
 
 

Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis   
Locally common in the wider Moray Firth during Winter/Spring, but scarce 
elsewhere. 
 
Winter/Spring: This species was also severely affected by autumnal storms in 2023, displacing 
birds throughout the Winter and Spring (see Common Scoter above). Food depletion effects forced 
most birds to vacate the open coast to find forage on freshwater sites and at unusual locations. 
Fifteen were at Kyle of Tongue on 1 January and 11 were at Merkinch the next day. The River Brora 
outflow provided forage to 56 on 2 January, whilst Loch Eye peaked at 49 on the 4th. Meanwhile, 
only five individuals were at the previously favoured coastal zone of Golspie on the 7th.  The first 
dead bird (suspected starvation) was reported on 13 January; sadly, others followed in small 
numbers, all from coastal sites. In contrast, inland, west and north coast sightings were frequent; 
Broadford Bay held five on 9 January, whilst three were at Loch Carron on the 19th, two at Mellon 
Udrigle on the 25th, 23 off Bettyhill on the 29th and 24 off Talmine the day after. This mass 
‘displacement’ persisted into Spring, showing how damaging the Autumn 2023 storms were, even 
after five months!  Sheltered east coast firths also provided fall-back forage, with at least 350 within 
the Inverness Firth on 18 January, whilst the Cromarty Firth peaked at 290 on 11 February, with 
280 still there on 10 April.  Unusually, the Golspie coastal zone was favoured as the main Spring 
staging site, over and above the traditionally favoured staging site at Portmahomack. At Golspie, 
birds appeared to forage over hard-bottomed reef habitat, involving wrack and kelp along the 
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near-shore zone. Is this habitat more resilient to storm impacts? Due to wide-scale food depletion 
permeating into late Winter/Spring, it is possible some females may not have been in good enough 
condition to breed successfully, following north-bound migration. 
 
Spring staging Long-tailed Duck - Golspie coastal zone 2024 

28-Mar 04-Apr 10-Apr 15-Apr 21-Apr 28-Apr 05-May 11-May 

40 530 880 460 1090 850 890 280 

 
Summer: One was off Achnahaird on 20 June, with another off Chanonry Point on 26 August.  
 
Autumn/Winter: Wintering abundance within the Moray Firth (Highland) still appears to be in a 
phase of decline. The first Autumn bird was off Chanonry Point on 1 September. Thirty enjoyed 
Udale Bay on 15 October, whilst the outer Cromarty Firth held 104 on 3 November. Numbers 
remained generally low on the open coast, peaks included 42 off Fortrose on 29 November, 24 off 
Hilton of Cadboll the next day. The Autumn/Winter peak was off the Golspie coastal zone, where 
170 were present, involving small multiple groups well dispersed throughout.  Dornoch peaked at 
only 15 on Boxing Day, perhaps suggesting that natural recovery of subtidal habitat condition was 
still in progress.  Away from the east coast, records were scant, with the first Autumn bird off Stoer 
Head on 27 September. Singles were noted at Strath (Gairloch) on 1 November, Balnakeil on 9 
December and at Loch Ainort on the next day. 
 
 

Goldeneye Bucephala clangula    
Scarce local breeder, mainly in Strathspey; locally common during 
Winter/Spring.   
 
Winter/Spring: Loch Eye supported 107 on 14 February, peaking at an impressive 148 on 12 
March. This single site regularly supported  more than 100 from January through until mid-March. 
Counts from the Inverness Firth (another key Goldeneye site) involved 55 on 29 January, rising to 
92 on 21 February. The Cromarty Firth (Invergordon/Cromarty Bay) held at least 30 on 3 March.  
Away from the east, 61 were at Gairloch on 29 January, with 50 at Balliefurth on 12 February, 67 
at Loch Morlich area on 14 March.  
 
Breeding: Notable decline on last year, involving 36 ‘possible’ breeding status, only 75 ‘probable’ 
and just 14 ‘confirmed’ (56 in 2023), with many BirdTrack reports of lone females and ‘female only’ 
groups, indicative of widespread poor breeding success and/or non-attempts. See also 
brood/creche data below. Were females just not in good enough condition to successfully 
breed/produce?  The first duckling was noted on 22 May, at Lower Campbrae Wood, Strathspey. 
 
Goldeneye brood or creche sizes reported during 2024 

Number of ducklings 1 3 7 
Number of reports 2 1 1 

Total ducklings (minimum) = 12 (119 recorded in 2023). 
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Goldeneye - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2024 

 14 January 11 February 20 October 15 December 

Brora - Dornoch 8 8 0 3 
Dornoch Firth 16 38 0 12 
Easter Ross (rocky shore) 1 0 0 0 
Cromarty Firth 13 18 4 5 
Beauly Firth 21 3 8 10 
Inverness Firth 57 88 13 37 
Moray Basin Lochs (inland) 139 169 23 63 

Totals 255 324 48 130 

 
Autumn/Winter: Autumn and early Winter numbers generally low throughout, even within the 
Beauly/Inverness Firth (e.g. 10 at Alturlie on 27 October). Only 35 birds were on Loch Eye up to 9 
December. However, Loch Kerry (Charlestown) held a very respectable 86 on the same day, rising 
to an impressive 106 by the 14th. The early Winter peak on Loch Eye came to 74 on Boxing Day, 
with Loch Kerry beating that with 110 just two days later.  
 
 

Goosander Mergus merganser      
Widespread riparian breeder in small numbers; uncommon and local in 
Autumn and Winter. 
 
Winter/Spring: Generally, low mid-Winter numbers. However, 10 were on the Beauly on 20 
January and eight on the Spey Dam on the 27th.  Five on Loch Insh on 12 February, with seven at 
Loch Garten on the 21st.  Six were using Cuil Bay (Loch Linnhe) on 23 February. Moving into early 
Spring, five were on Loch Laide, Abriachan on 20 March, four on the Spey Way on 2 April. 
Thereafter, small flocks dispersed into pairs/groups moving to prospective breeding sites. 
 
Breeding: A ‘steady’ breeding season (similar to 2023), involving 33 ‘possible’, 48 ‘probable’ but 
just 12 ‘confirmed’ breeding status.  Slight decrease in duckling productivity reported. First 
duckling brood noted on 22 May at Easter Pollowick (River Spey). 
 
Goosander brood or creche sizes reported during 2024 

Number of ducklings 2 3 4 6 7 10 
Number of reports 1 1 3 1 3 1 

Total ducklings (minimum) = 54. 
 
Summer: Few large Summer flocks were recorded. However, Milton of Culloden supported 33 on 
28 May. Four flew north past Tarbat Ness on 1 June and nine were located at the head of Loch 
Portree on 5 June. 
 
Autumn/Winter: Only small numbers were noted throughout this period, the most notable 
counts were 14 at Lochlonghead (Kyle) on 19 August, whilst 29 were noted in Kentra Bay on the 
26th. Twenty were on at Ratagan (Loch Duich) on 3 September, with 14 at Caol Spit West on the 
11th. Up to 16 were at Grantown on Spey on the 22nd. Eleven were at Strathdearn (Findhorn 
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Valley) on 21 October, with numbers falling away thereafter. However, the early Winter peak went 
to Loch Portree, where eight enjoyed the head of the loch on 15 November. 
 
 

Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator    
Widespread, mainly coastal, breeder in small numbers; locally common in 
Autumn and Winter, especially in Inner Moray Firth.  
 
Winter/Spring: Unusually well represented on Loch Eye; 18 on 4 January, which continued up to 
19 February. These extraordinary records for Loch Eye are also likely to have reflected the impact 
of coastal storms (Bob Swann pers. comm. Also see Common Scoter and Long-tailed Duck species 
accounts). The RAF Ornithological Society recorded 14 at Tongue on 30 January and an impressive 
31 at Upper Loch Torridon on 1 February. Elsewhere, 38 were noted off Alturlie Point on 1 March, 
the same at Ashaig (Broadford Bay) on the 12th; 21 were also at Bayfield (Portree) on the 15th. 
 
Red-breasted Merganser - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2024 

 14 January 11 February 20 October 15 December 

Brora - Dornoch 21 35 18 23 
Dornoch Firth 0 16 14 1 
Easter Ross (rocky shore) 1 0 0 0 
Cromarty Firth 15 28 8 11 
Beauly Firth 7 2 7 4 
Inverness Firth 14 36 32 2 
Moray Basin Lochs (inland) 13 10 0 0 

Totals 71 127 79 41 

 
Breeding: A slightly poorer breeding season compared to 2023, involving seven ‘possible’, 33 
‘probable’ and 15 ‘confirmed’ breeding status records. The first duckling brood was noted on 11 
June off Gairloch Golf Course. Breeding included a higher proportion of western sites (c. 80%) 
including Poolewe, Loch Shiel (Acharacle) and Laggan, etc. Duckling data are reported below. 
 
Red-breasted Merganser brood or creche sizes reported during 2024 

Number of ducklings 1 3 4 6 7 8 10 11 

Number of reports 1 4 1 3 1 3 1 1 

Total ducklings (minimum) = 88. 
 
Summer: The outer Cromarty Firth continues to be an important late Summer/moult site. Counts 
there, involving adult females and immatures (i.e. redheads), included 130 at Udale Bay on 23 July, 
48 off Alness Point on the 27th, with Udale rising to 143 by 4 August. The Cromarty Firth count 
peaked at 600 off Balintraid Pier on 4 September. Elsewhere, 88 were at Connage Bay (Ardersier) 
on 23 July, 46 at the head of Loch Ainort on 2 September and a record of nine south past Tarbat 
Ness on 9th (on a sea watch) was noteworthy. 
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Autumn/Winter: Birds tend to disperse into smaller flocks/groups following late Summer moult 

(c. mid-August to late Sept in adult ♀♀).  However, 73 redheads were in Loch Fleet on 29 September, 

with 92 still in the Cromarty Firth on 6 October. Seventy were at Clovullin and 31 at Camas 
Sallachan on 8 October. Twenty-three were at Kentallen (Appin) on the 31st. Ashaig held 12 on 26 
November, whilst 15 graced Loch Ainort on 10 December. Finally, 15 were seen on Loch Poolewe 
on Boxing Day.  
 

 
Red Grouse Lagopus lagopus 
Common resident on upland moors, especially across eastern areas, and 
especially in Badenoch & Strathspey. 
 
Note that Red Grouse will be re-categorised as an endemic species Lagopus scotica as 
from 2025. 
 
Winter/Spring:  Regular reports came from across the Highland recording area over January and 
February, although predominantly from the eastern part of the recording area.  Most records were  
in single figures or noted as simply being present.  Highest counts were from Creag an Loin, c. 20 
on 12 January; 12 at Creag na h’Iolaire, and 40 from a 1km square in the Dalwhinnie area.  Spring 
counts were again noted as being either present or again in single figures. 
 
Breeding: Although most, if not all, birds seen over the Spring and Summer were in breeding 
habitat, there were only four BirdTrack reports of birds on eggs or with dependent poults.  No poult 
counts were made, though fledged young were seen at Lochindorb over the period 6 -14 June, as 
well as from Handa Island and Glen Kyllachy. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: The distribution of records was similar to that earlier in the year. 
Although widely recorded, most records were again of numbers in single figures.  Counts in double 
figures came from Lochindorb, Creag nan Tri-tighearnan and a high count of c. 100 from 
Balsporran Cottages tetrad (NN67J) on 4 December.   
 
 

Ptarmigan Lagopus muta 
Locally common breeding resident in montane areas, though almost certainly 
declining across its Scottish range.  
 
A montane bird survey, due to take place in 2025, will help establish the likely trend in population size. 
 
Winter/Spring: Birds were recorded across montane habitats throughout the Highland 
recording area, though the majority of records in BirdTrack and eBird came from eastern 
areas, especially the Cairngorms.  Most records were either noted as simply being present 
or only in single figures, with only four counts exceeding five individuals.  Highest counts 
were of 10 individuals on Ben Aslak on 5 January and more than seven individuals at 
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Lochindorb on 7 March. There were at least 10 individuals near Beauly (NH1033) on 8 
May. 
 
Breeding: While there were 21 records in BirdTrack on birds recorded as probably or definitely 
breeding, there were only four records of adults either seen with unfledged poults or fledged 
individuals: a hen with five poults on Ben Griam Beag on 20 June; five fledged individuals at 
Kinlochewe (NG9763) on 23 June; three unfledged poults on Braeriach on 17 July; and five 
unfledged poults on Beinn a’Chaorainn on 19 July.  
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: As in previous years, there were records from across Highland 
montane habitats, although there were very few reports of birds in groups of more than six birds.  
As would expected for an essentially sedentary species, records over this period reflected the 
distribution of those from earlier in the year.  The highest count was of 10 individuals on An Socach 
(10 November). The low numbers recorded are notable compared to 2023 which might suggest a 
poor breeding season in 2024, albeit the BirdTrack and eBird data are not conclusive. 
 

Capercaillie Tetrao urogallus    
Restricted to coniferous forests, with its core breeding range across Badenoch 
& Strathspey; scarce and probably declining across the remaining core area of 
Easter Ross.  
 
Winter/Spring/Summer/Autumn: The great majority of BirdTrack and eBird records came 
from late Winter and Spring, with very few records from the latter part of 2024.  Almost all records 
were from the core population across Badenoch & Strathspey and were probably incidental 
sightings of birds when in suitable habitat (as no birds were reported as either lekking or females 
seen with a brood). 
 
Breeding:  The 2024 survey season was challenging, with windblow in areas and some poor 
weather reducing both the opportunity to cold search (snow cover) and the available mornings to 
survey (wet weather). This year showed a decrease in lekking males recorded in Strathspey. The 
total lekking males decreased from 147 males in 2023 to 136 in 2024. The number of leks occupied 
in Strathspey declined from 35 in 2023 to 33 in 2024. There was also a decrease in total lekking 
males recorded in Easter Ross, with just 7 males being recorded in 2024 compared to 14 males in 
2023. The number of leks occupied decreased by one, with five leks occupied in 2024. The survey 
effort has remained consistent here since 2014. 
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Black Grouse Lyrurus tetrix     
Locally common resident, maybe stable/declining in east, whereas abundance 
and trends elsewhere are uncertain. 
 
Winter/Spring: Widely recorded, though with a strong bias towards eastern parts of the range. It 
is very likely that many of the records refer to birds at lek sites during this period, though not all 
were actually recorded as lekking.  The highest count was from Bridge of Brown on 7 January, 
when 32 males were recorded. 
 
Breeding: Males were recorded as lekking from beginning of January, through to beginning of 
June, although the peak period occurred from about middle of March through to the middle of May.  
Lekking appeared to stop in early June and then picked up again by the end of September. There 
were 19 leks with 10 or more males, and the average lek size where lekking was explicitly 
identified was 7.2 males, from a sample of 52 leks.  No data on brood sizes were recorded though. 
 
2024 Corrimony and Beauly catchment counts 
A count of a sample of 14 x 5km squares was carried out, and total population of 404 lekking males 
was extrapolated from the sample square counts.  These showed a small increase in the estimated 
population, compared to 2021 (the last sample count), though the change is not likely to be 
statistically significant. 
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2024 Summary from the Speyside Black Grouse Study Group 
In Spring 2024, Black Grouse leks were visited and records submitted for 18 estates in 
Speyside.  A total of 521 displaying males were recorded at leks, and 73 were occupied by two or 
more males. The largest lek was attended by 27 males, with 16 leks being attended by 10 or 
more displaying males.  For the 29 ‘core’ lek sites on eight estates, counted annually since 2001, 
numbers increased by 37% since 2023, but the number of lekking makes is still 29% lower than 
2001.  For the leks surveyed in both 2023 and 2024,  there was on average an increase of 14% (515 
males in 2024 and 452 males in 2023).  
 

 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: Birds were widely recorded across Highland in Summer, Autumn 
and Winter, mostly in single figures, with a high count of 26 near Dorback (30 October).  Only eight 
records from BirdTrack were of 10 or more birds, fewer than a similar period in 2023.  However, 
interesting records from the west (including Skye) suggest modest range expansion of this species. 
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Grey Partridge Perdix perdix   
Restricted to a few local breeding populations in Inner Moray Firth Basin; 
sightings elsewhere probably derive from released birds. 
 
Winter/Spring:  As in previous years, small numbers were again recorded in BirdTrack and eBird, 
generally across lowland eastern areas of recording area, with counts mostly of birds in single 
figures, apart from high counts of 13 and 12 from Loch Eye and Fearn Station area on 4 January 
and 12 February respectively.  There were also 13 birds recorded from Loch Flemington (22 
January) and Arabella (15 January).  Spring counts were always in single figures, often presumed 
pairs. 
 
Breeding: There were three confirmed breeding records, though most if not all birds recorded in 
Spring and Summer were likely to be in breeding habitat. Two broods, each with four recently 
fledged chicks, were recorded and one brood, with an unknown number of chicks. All records were 
in single figures.  
 
Autumn/Winter: Larger groups recorded across eastern areas of recording area, ranging in size 
of 1-15 birds (mean 8.2, n=12).  High counts came from Tain (13 on 9 September), Hilton of Cadboll 
(12 on 25 October and 15 on 12 December). 
 
 

Pheasant Phasianus colchicus      
Common resident breeder, supplemented by huge numbers of birds released by 
commercial shooting estates. 
 
Winter/Spring:  With nearly 1300 BirdTrack and 1117 eBird records across the whole year, 
Pheasant is likely to be one of the most abundant birds across the Highlands in terms of its numbers 
and biomass.  The majority of records simply record Pheasants as being present, though there were 
a very few recorded high counts, with only six BirdTrack records and 10 eBird records exceeding 
10 individuals.  Notable high counts were made of 98 from Badenedin, near Nethy Bridge on 1 
February and 43 from Drynachan Moor on 24 March.  
 
Breeding: Although most records in Summer are likely to refer to birds either in breeding habitat 
or heard calling, there was only one record of confirmed breeding (recently fledged young) on 9 
September. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: Most records originated from lowland and eastern parts of the 
recording area.  As might be expected, birds were recorded in larger numbers in late Summer, 
Autumn, and early Winter, presumably as a result of releases for shooting.  While most records 
were recorded as being present only, or in single figures, there were a few counts with multiple 
individuals, including more than 30 at Dell of Killiehuntly (25 September); more than 50 at Laggan 
Bridge (3 October); more than 100 at Blairgie Craig (19 October); and more than 30 near Kingussie 
(11 December).  A count of 80 and then 100 was made on Muck on 27 and 28 July respectively. 
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Dark male Pheasant © Sue Sykes 

 
 

Quail Coturnix coturnix     
Rare breeder and scarce Summer visitor. 
 
Spring/Summer: The first record was of a single bird near Appin on 30 May. There were a further 
10 BirdTrack records and a further 5 eBird records, with the last noted on 5 August at Auchterflow.  
There were two BirdTrack records of birds considered to be possible duplicates, so the total shown 
below is the minimum number of records considered to be separate individuals from this period 
(BirdTrack data only). Most records were of birds present or as singles, but two records refer to 
two birds. 
 
The 10-year summary of BirdTrack records of calling males 2015–2024 

Quail 
records 

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

4 5 10 9 10 4 7 7 6 11 

 
Breeding: Nine BirdTrack and eBird records were explicitly identified as singing males, though it 
is assumed that the remaining records were either singing males or birds encountered in possible 
breeding habitat. 
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Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa    
Released annually in high numbers by commercial shooting estates, but also 
likely to be wild birds, so can be found quite widely dispersed, though scarce 
across western and northern parts of the recording area. 
 
Spring/Summer/Autumn/Winter: Generally recorded in as present only across all months, and 
while the great majority of the 207 BirdTrack records and 169 eBird records were made from 
across eastern parts of Highland recording area – especially Badenoch & Strathspey and east 
Inverness-shire – birds can be seen almost anywhere. There were notably high counts from a few 
locations: over 100 on 16 January from the Findhorn area; over 90 from Nuide Farm (22 
February); and over 100 at Dalchully (26 October). 
 
Breeding: There were only two records of confirmed breeding, both from Drumguish in August, 
although it is very likely that many birds present over the Spring and Summer periods are likely to 
have at least attempted breeding. 
 
 

Swift Apus apus 
Locally common Summer visitor and breeder in east, but scarce in northern 
and western parts of the recording area. 
 
Spring/Summer: The first record was of a single individual seen at Ballachulish on 30 April, but 
the great majority of arrivals occurred on and after 11 May.  Most arrivals were of single birds or in 
small groups, generally less than five individuals.  Conversely, there were very few records of 
groups exceeding ten individuals, notably 11 seen over Culloden (28 May), 12 along the River Ness 
in Inverness (26 May) and more than 10 near Grantown (1 June).  The largest party sizes were of 
about 20 individuals over Lochindorb on 9 June, 40 near Creag Meagaidh (10 June), and 50 over 
Loch Morlich on 12 June.  As might be expected, records from more northerly and westerly parts 
of the recording area occur later than those further east and south, with most records being made 
in June. High counts of more than 30 individuals occurred at Kingussie (50+ on 23 June and 63+ on 
28 July).  The highest counts of 110+ were recorded from Invertromie/Ballochbuie on 7 August 
and 20 August, Milton Loch (140 on 22 August); and at Boat of Garten (114 on 22 August).  These 
counts reflected a general, unsurprising pattern of much larger groups in late Summer, especially 
mid-late August, prior to migration, and mostly from the eastern part of the recording area. 
 
Breeding: There were few records highlighting breeding status, although most birds recorded in 
May and June were likely or probably breeding individuals.  Occupied nests were recorded from 
June onwards, however, it is likely that large parties seen in mid-Summer (during July) also 
contained juveniles, though such large parties generally occurred from about late June onwards 
(25 individuals over Dornoch on 21 June and more than 25 on 4 July at Ballifeary). The highest 
count of 50 individuals was made on 17 August at Loch Garten, with 30 at Insh Marshes also on 17 
August.  It is notable that almost all the high counts came from east of the Great Glen. Juveniles are 
known to migrate south soon after leaving the nest, and larger parties in late Summer may have 
been predominantly adults. 
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Autumn: The number of records declined markedly after the end of August, with most parties 
consisting of small numbers, the largest being about 18 individuals on 1 September.  By mid-
September, virtually all individuals had left. 
 
 

Cuckoo Cuculus canorus    
Common Summer visitor and breeder. 
 
Spring/Summer: Commonly recorded across the whole recording area, with nearly 1000 
BirdTrack and 763 eBird records, with about 98% of  these coming from Spring and early Summer, 
i.e. end of April into June.  The first recorded bird was from Ardtornish on 3 April, though the major 
influx into Highland occurred from about 20 April onwards.  Unsurprisingly, most early records 
are of calling birds, with very few multiple records (eight were recorded from Loch Culag on 17 
May, and eight from Alladale Reserve on 20 May).  These tend to be from counts across larger areas 
(especially 1km squares).  There were very few records from the end of June onwards compared 
to earlier months, and the only record in August was of a juvenile being fed by Meadow Pipits, 
consistent with normal departure dates of adults for this species. 
 

 
 
Breeding: There were only 13 confirmed records of breeding (BirdTrack and eBird data), almost 
all of juveniles, although there was one observation of a nest with eggs, and at the same location 
with a chick (from 31 May to 18 June).  However, it is generally assumed that most if not all birds 
seen or heard in Spring and early Summer, especially those that are inland, in suitable habitat, are 
likely to be breeding birds, whether stated explicitly or not. 
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Rock Dove Columba livia   
Uncommon breeder considered to be largely restricted to the north and west.  
Feral Pigeons are more widespread, most frequently recorded across eastern 
areas. 
 
Winter/Spring: With nearly 1500 records across the whole year from BirdTrack, and 1056 from 
eBird, unsurprisingly Feral Pigeon/Rock Dove is one of the most frequently encountered species 
across the recording area. Although most records simply refer to birds being present, there were a 
number of high counts over the Winter and Spring periods, including 107 at Linnhe and Loch Lochy 
mouth on 9 January, and 94 within NC55 (Tongue) on 30 January.  There was a marked tendency 
for observers to record birds seen across northern and western areas as ‘Rock Doves’, with most 
birds across the eastern part of the recording area being ascribed to C. livia. domestica (Feral 
Pigeons). 
 
Breeding: There were three confirmed records of breeding Rock Doves, where birds were seen 
entering a nest site or noting recently fledged juveniles, and one record of a Feral Pigeon at a nest 
site. A further eight records of birds visiting a probable nest site were also recorded for Rock Doves.  
Despite the paucity of breeding information, it is very likely that most birds were probably in or 
close to breeding sites over the late Winter and Spring/Summer periods. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: Flock sizes (where recorded), tended to be smaller in Summer, with 
higher numbers seen from September onwards into the end of the calendar year. Notably high 
counts came from Linnhe and Lochy Mouth as noted earlier in the year (91 on 5 November), and 
200 at Ashton Farm on 17 December. In general, individuals considered to be Rock Doves were 
seen in smaller flock sizes over this period, with most large flocks being ascribed to Feral Pigeons. 
 
 

Stock Dove Columba oenas   
Increasingly scarce breeder in Inner Moray Firth Basin; rare elsewhere, but 
believed to be increasing in Easter Ross and SE Sutherland.  
 
Winter/Spring: With only 39 BirdTrack records, and a similar number of eBird records, this 
paucity of records highlights the comparative rarity of this species across Highland. Almost all 
records come from the Inverness, Easter Ross and Badenoch & Strathspey area, always in single 
figures with six being the most seen together at Loch Eye on 26 February.  Spring accounted for 
most records, as singles of presumed pairs. 
 
Breeding:  Only one record of a probable breeding bird at Kinrara on 22 April, seen mobbing a 
Buzzard and then displaying over woodland. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: Again, very scarce from Summer onwards. The highest count of the 
year was at Achavandra near Dornoch on 19 October, otherwise birds were seen only in single 
figures or just as being present. 
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Woodpigeon Columba palumbus   
Abundant and widespread resident across forested areas, albeit mainly in east.  
 
Winter/Spring: With about 2500 BirdTrack records and about 1400 eBird records over the late 
Winter and Spring periods, Woodpigeons are one of the commonest and most abundant species 
encountered across Highland recording area. Most observers simply recorded birds as being 
present, with counts made generally being in single figures.  However, very high counts were made, 
especially over the late Winter period (January-February), and most often across the eastern part 
of the recording area.  Such counts are generally assumed to cover surveyed squares (at various 
scales) which makes interpretation of such counts difficult. Notable count of 1500+ individuals 
came from Brae Farm Cottages, Dingwall on 8 February, 550 at Fodderty Fields on 26 January, and 
consistently high counts from Nuide Farm tetrad in late February; 254 (20 February), and 614 (28 
February).  Occasionally observers would specifically count individual flocks but, in general, such 
high counts were probably cumulative counts over a larger area. 
 
Breeding: Despite the abundant records of Woodpigeons, there were only 23 records of probable 
or confirmed breeding. Nest-building was observed at the end of March and recently fledged young 
were seen on 17 September.  There were, however, 444 BirdTrack records of birds seen in 
breeding habitat, calling or other behaviours indicating possible breeding, with such records as 
early as February and continuing into September, highlighting the extended breeding season for 
Woodpigeons in Highland. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: Records from Summer through to the end of the calendar year 
mirrored the distribution seen earlier in the year. The great majority of records were recorded as 
either being present or in single figures, though there were high counts of 170 at Cluny Castle on 3 
November and 120 at Inshes in Inverness on 17 November.  A count across a tetrad at Nethy Bridge 
of 200 individuals was the highest for December. 
 
 

Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur 
Scarce migrant and Summer visitor. 
 
Spring/Summer/Autumn: An adult was at Stein, Skye on 23 May and another on Rum on 20-21 
September.  In addition, a bird seen at Clovullin (Lochaber) was accepted as either this species or 
Oriental Turtle Dove (S. orientalis). 
 
Turtle Dove - 10-year summary of occurrences 2015–2024 

Turtle 
Dove 
records 

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

2 5 1 1 2 1 3 6 0 2 
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Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto   
Common widespread resident, mainly in east, but possibly increasing in north 
and west. 
 
Winter/Spring: With nearly 1500 BirdTrack records across the whole year, Collared Doves are 
widespread across the Highland recording area, although the great majority of records are 
concentrated across the central and eastern parts of the recording area. There were relatively few 
counts and most records referred to presence.  Those counts made were almost all in single figures, 
which is consistent with known species behaviour that avoids large aggregations, even across 
Winter periods. Exceptions to this included c. 25 individuals within a 1km square at 
Portmahomack on 21 January, and 11 birds in Beauly on 20 January. 
 
Breeding: There were only 47 BirdTrack records identifying breeding status and most were of 
birds either present in breeding habitat or seen displaying. However, it is likely that most 
individuals were in breeding habitat, given that most individuals are relatively sedentary across 
the year.. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: The distribution of records was similar to that over the late Winter 
and Spring period.  Again, counts were relatively low (when they were made).  There were only 
five counts made of birds in groups of more than 10 individuals, with all referring to counts within 
individual 1km squares, with four of these counts made in Gairloch.  There was an interesting 
record of a single individual on the Stornoway to Ullapool ferry, though it isn’t clear in which 
direction the ferry was heading, which suggests that ship-assisted passage may be one way 
Collared Doves have managed to colonise some island groups. 
 
 

Water Rail Rallus aquaticus     
Secretive, usually hidden and therefore almost certainly under-recorded, so 
probably a widespread resident where there is suitable habitat. 
 
Winter/Spring: There were 32 records of Water Rail in BirdTrack of which 20 were from the 
Winter and Spring periods, although the majority came from the period covering end of March to 
end of May, presumably from calling birds.  Records were largely from central and eastern areas of 
the recording area, with usual sites such as Merkinch LNR, Milton Loch and Loch Garten again 
featuring strongly. Four were present at Kinrara on 20 April and eight from Sanday, Canna on 29 
May. 
 
Summer/Breeding: There was only one confirmed breeding record, again from Canna on 29 May, 
when a nest with young was seen. 
 
Autumn/Winter: There were six Autumn records, all bar one of single birds.  A bird was heard 
calling while listening for nocturnal flight calls, with the remainder from various locations including 
Skye, Strathspey and a possible migrant from Tarbat Ness on 8 September. 
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Corncrake Crex crex   
Locally scarce Summer visitor and breeder in north and west; rare elsewhere. 
 
Spring: The first record of Corncrake was from Skye on 17 April, the earliest record for some 15 
years, with the first BirdTrack record from Skye on 20 April, followed by two eBird records, again 
from Skye, on 21 and 22 April. All records of birds in Spring were from areas with recent records, 
namely Skye, Canna (and Sanday) and Durness. Both Skye and Canna saw marked increases on 
previous years which also match increases elsewhere across the Scottish range. 
 
Breeding: It is likely that all birds seen or heard were in potential breeding habitat, but for such a 
cryptic species, breeding can be hard to prove.  Systematic surveys of Corncrake on Canna 
(including Sanday) gave an estimated breeding population of 12-14 calling males, up from 11 
calling males in 2023.  On Skye, the systematic count gave a total breeding population of 27 calling 
males, again an increase from 2023 when there were 14 calling males counted on Skye.  However, 
more intensive survey work using recordings of calls actually suggests that there were as many as 
18 calling males in 2023 (Skye Birds, November 2023).  At Durness, there were probably 2-4 
calling males reported over the Spring and Summer period. 
 
Corncrake: 10-year summary of calling males on Skye, Canna, and Durness 

 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Skye 32 25 14 17 13 * 10 14 14 27 

Canna 5 3 2 0 0 * 2 4 11 13 

Durness 8 13 6 7 6 * 5 5 5 2-4 

Total 45 41 22 24 19 * 17 23 30 42-44 

*  Not counted due to Covid-19 restrictions. 
Data for Skye from Skye Birds, https://www.skye-birds.com/blog/2024/11/corncrake-results-
2024;  RSPB Corncrake reports and Canna data from Bob Swann. 
 
Summer/Autumn: All reports were from Skye, Canna, and the Durness area. BirdTrack records 
only continued into July.  There was a very late record of a bird on Skye during the first week in 
October, which turned out to be the last recorded bird of the year. 
 
 

Moorhen Gallinula chloropus     
Locally common resident in central and eastern parts of Highland; present, but 
scarce in north and west. 
 
Winter/Spring: Records from central and eastern parts of the recording area dominate BirdTrack 
data, with the majority of records coming from the Inverness area (Merkinch, UHI campus and 
Alturlie), Badenoch & Strathspey (Boat of Garten, Avielochan) and Easter Ross (Tain and Dingwall 
areas).  Most counts were in single figures or simply stated as being present, but high counts were 
recorded from Scretan Burn and UHI (18 on 2 January and 21 on 26 January), Beechwood (23 on 

https://www.skye-birds.com/blog/2024/11/corncrake-results-2024/
https://www.skye-birds.com/blog/2024/11/corncrake-results-2024/
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both 19 February and 29 March). For reasons not entirely clear, Winter counts tended to be higher 
than those across March to end of May. Elsewhere, small numbers of observations were recorded 
rom Applecross, Badachro, Durness and Loch Inver.  
 
Breeding/Summer:  First probable breeding came from Milton Loch, Boat of Garten from 3-17 
March, but confirmed breeding was only recorded when first chicks were observed at Loch nan 
Eala (Arisaig) on 11 May and then at Boat of Garten on 21 May. Fledged and juvenile individuals 
were subsequently recorded from Drummond (Inverness) on 9 June, as well as Milton Loch and 
Boat of Garten (various dates).  Nest building was observed at Drummond for what was assumed 
to be a third brood on 8 July, and last observations of fledged young were seen at Loch Flemington 
(31 August) and Balloch (18 September). 
 
Autumn/Winter: Again, most records came from the Easter Ross, Inverness and Strathspey areas, 
with notably lower counts compared to 2023, from the Beechwood area (six to nine individuals 
over the period 11 November to 14 December), generally singles from Boat of Garten/Milton Loch, 
and eight individuals from UHI campus on 12 October. 
 
 

Coot Fulica atra     
Uncommon local breeder in east, but rare in west and absent from north; 
locally common in Inner Moray Firth basin in some Winters. 
 
Winter/Spring: There are a few regularly occupied and counted sites, most notably Loch Eye, 
Loch Kinellan, Alturlie Pools, and Loch Flemington.  For reasons that are not entirely clear, numbers 
at these sites can show marked variability over relatively short periods of time.  For example, there 
were 51 on Loch Eye on 10 January, but only 14 were counted on 14 February and eight on 26 
February. Spring counts were generally lower, though it is possible, even likely, that such counts 
were not always complete surveys. Apart from sites mentioned above, there were occasional 
records from outwith the putative ‘core’ range, with a single individual at Acharacle on 31 March 
and a single individual heard calling at night on Rum on 29 April. 
 
Breeding: Breeding was confirmed at five sites (Fort George, Alturlie/Allanfearn area, Boat of 
Garten/Deshar, Abernethy Forest area, and Meikle Tarrel). Breeding almost certainly occurred 
elsewhere, notably at the regularly occupied sites listed above.  Breeding was first recorded on 1 
May at Fort George with a bird on a nest, and last recorded on 9 August at Meikle Tarrel where a 
nest with young was seen. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: As earlier in the year, there were a few regularly occupied sites.  Most 
notably (and compared with 2023), regular counts were made at Loch Eye across the year.  The 
data are interesting and are shown below, highlighting the seasonal importance of this site, through 
a marked arrival of birds in the Autumn, peaking in early Winter. 
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Common Crane Grus grus 
Scarce migrant, now a very rare breeder. 
 
Spring/Summer/Autumn/Winter: There were 19 identifiably separate records in 2024, up 
from last year’s total of only four.  The first record was of a bird seen near Hill of Fearn (7 May), 
with a scatter of records from then on, mainly across the east, and two further north. At least four 
records were of flying birds.  A single individual was seen at Strathpeffer on 24 June, and two 
individuals were located near Dornoch. The final record was on 1 December, when a bird was seen 
at Udale Bay.  Of considerable interest, though, was a bird recorded (and photographed) with a 
chick on 27 June.  A pair had been seen at the same location on 1 May.  Another possible pair was 
seen at another location on 15 May (again photographed), but there was no confirmation of 
breeding. It seems possible that these birds might have originated from the established population 
in Aberdeenshire and perhaps bodes well for the species natural colonisation of Highland, in 
addition to birds that might be reintroduced into Cairngorms through the proposed Cairngorm 
National Park funded project. 
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Common Crane © Peter Stronach 

 

 
Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis   
Widespread and probably increasing its breeding range, generally seen in 
small numbers. 
 
Winter/Spring: Widespread, though the majority of records were from the south and east, 
although records were frequent across the western and north-western parts of the recording area, 
always in single figures. Generally recorded in single figures, with a few high counts (at least 17 at 
Loch na Creall on 21 January).  
 
Breeding: There were only 17 records of probable and confirmed breeding birds, only two of 
which were from north and western areas.  The first record was of a pair giving anxiety calls on 3 
March, at Milton Loch, Boat of Garten, possibly suggesting presence of a very early nest, though first 
confirmed breeding was again at Boat of Garten on 30 April, when adults were seen at an active 
nest. Breeding records were then made across Spring and Summer, with the last record of adults 
with chicks at Meikle Tarrel on 9 August. 
 
Summer: Almost all records were from wetlands across the Inverness, Ross & Cromarty and 
Strathspey areas. Generally, counts were in single figures, though Loch Eye held 40 individuals on 
1 August and 34 on 14 August. 
 
Autumn/Winter:  The distribution of birds across the recording area mirrors that from earlier in 
the year, and Loch Eye held large numbers during September: 65 on 5 September, and 60 on 13 
September.  Thereafter, numbers appear to have declined with only 16 on 7 October and in single 
figures or recorded as being present.  The only other sites to hold 10 or more birds were Loch Vaa 
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(18 on 6 September), Loch Shiel (21 on 19 November) and Loch Mor, Waterstein, Skye (20 on 27 
December). 
 

 
Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisigena 

Scarce winter visitor. 
 
Early Winter:  An adult was at Golspie on 5 November.  

 
 

Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus     
Has bred; scarce visitor, mainly in Autumn and Winter, but Summer records 
appear to be increasing. 
 
Late Winter/Spring:  A probable pair was present in the Alturlie  area from January through to 
the end of April.  Although some records only referred to one bird, it seems likely that two birds 
were consistently present at this site.  Singles were seen at Insh Marshes on 24 January and again 
at Loch Insh from 25-29 April. 
 
Early Winter: There were no breeding records over Summer, nor were there any Autumn records 
until a single individual appeared off Alturlie on 28 November and was seen occasionally into 2025. 
 
 

Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus   
Scarce local breeder, probably declining; common along coasts in Winter, 
especially in Inner Moray Firth. 
 
Winter/Spring: Widespread across all inshore areas in Highland, generally in small numbers. 
High counts (ten or more birds) were seen on a few occasions, generally where coastal counts were 
undertaken across larger areas.  Ten individuals were seen in Udale Bay (21 January), and more 
than 11 at Loch nan Ceall on 24 February. Highest counts were seen in the Beauly Firth (23 on 30 
March), and 23 at Ardersier/Connage Bay on 10 April.  While the great majority of records were 
coastal, early records of birds seen inland were obtained on 9 January, 14 February and a single 
bird in breeding plumage was recorded at a known breeding site on 28 February and two on 29 
February.  Birds were first recorded on Loch Ruthven on 10 March, and then four on 24 March.  
Other known breeding sites were also increasingly occupied in March and into April. There were a 
few records of one or two individuals outside the core, monitored population, particularly within 
the Strathspey area. However, the breeding status of these birds was not recorded. 
 
Breeding:  A total of 20 pairs of Slavonian Grebe were recorded across the Inverness-shire area in 
2024, which is slightly better than the low of 15 pairs in 2023, but a far cry from peak numbers of 
80 pairs back in the 1980s.   Productivity was also low, with only four fledged young from two pairs 
out of the 20, likely not helped by the very poor Summer weather.     Loch Ruthven only had three 
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pairs last year, and it seemed as if none of them were settling until one pair finally managed to 
fledge two young late in the season.  
 
Slavonian Grebe Productivity in Highland 2024 

 Occupied 
Lochs 

Number of 
Pairs 

Number of 
Young 

Inverness, North of Great Glen 6 9 2 
Inverness, South of Great Glen 4 6 2 
Badenoch & Strathspey 2 2 0 
Ross-shire 2 3 0 

Total 14 20 4 

 
Slavonian Grebe Breeding Productivity 2015-2024 

 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Breeding 
Pairs 

28 35 27 26 26 * 19 16 15 20 

Young 
Fledged 

14 21 7 14 15 * 23 10 12 4 

Young 
per Pair 

0.50 0.60 0.26 0.54 0.58 * 1.21 0.63 0.80 0.20 

*  Not counted due to Covid-19 restrictions. 
  
Autumn/Winter: Birds were recorded from coastal areas from beginning of September onwards. 
There were 12 individuals present in Udale Bay on 20 September and a count of 27 across NH74D 
(Culloden area) on 21 September, 19 within the Cromarty Firth on 6 October and a high count of 
45 on 17 October.  Other areas with high counts were Dornoch Firth (17 on 4 November, 32 on 6 
November, and 22 on 28 November.  While there were records from both east and west coasts, in 
general numbers were higher along shoreline of the Moray Firth than along western coastlines, 
where counts were almost always in single figures. 
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       Slavonian Grebe © Sue Sykes 

 
 

Stone-curlew Burhina oedicnemus   
Uncommon vagrant. 
 
Summer: A single bird was seen Tomchrasky, Glen Moriston over 19-20 May, and another bird 
was seen at Alturlie Point on 23 September. Following on from a single last year, these are the fifth 
and sixth records for Highland this century. 
 
 

Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus   
Common breeder; abundant in Inner Moray Firth in Winter, but uncommon 
elsewhere. 
 
Winter/Spring: All but one of the triple count figures for 2024 came from the east coast. The 
highest count was 320 from Udale Bay on 21 February, which is much lower than the 650 counted 
there in February in 2023. Most other records above 200 on the east coast were in Udale Bay, other 
than 240 at Skelbo on 12 January and a good inland count of 220 at Balliefurth on 21 February.  On 
the west coast, the top count was 77 at Fort William on 13 January. 
 
Breeding: Birds were seen mating on 4 March at Lochlonghead, Lochalsh and Aviemore on 31 
March and nest occupation was noted from mid-April at Rovie. The first fledged birds were seen at 
Grantown on 25 May. There were a total of 44 confirmed breeding records on BirdTrack and a 
further 14 on eBird spread across 20 locations. 
 
Number of Oystercatcher pairs breeding at Insh Marshes 2015–2024 
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Year 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Pairs 37 42 34 40 41 * 34 35 38 44 

* Count not done due to Covid-19 restrictions. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: There were a further 73 triple figure counts for the remainder of the 
year, with all above 400 being recorded at Udale Bay (the highest count of the year was 800+ on 
15 November). Other good counts were 350 at Seafield, Inverness on 19 September, the same 
number at Castle Stuart on 8 December and 283 at Inver Bay on 18 October. On the west coast, the 
highest count was 110 at Broadford on 10 August and 90 were recorded in the north at Tongue on 
5 December. A count of 32 on 20 July was a record for Eigg. 
 
Oystercatcher - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2024 

 14 January 11 February 20 October 15 December 

Brora to Dornoch 332 220 321 535 
Dornoch Firth 1063 905 535 924 

Easter-Ross rocky shore 52 60 12 32 
Cromarty Firth 3009 2101 2655 2266 

Beauly Firth 791 486 465 628 
Inverness Firth 1335 919 730 897 

Grand Total 6582 4691 4718 5282 

 
 

Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta 
Scarce migrant. 
 
Spring: A single bird was seen on 9 and 10 May around Alturlie Point. This is the fourth record in 
15 years. 
 
 

Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola   
Uncommon migrant, mainly in Autumn in east, but scarce in Winter. 
 
Winter/Spring/Summer: A low reporting year, with only 9 records for the whole of this period. 
A flock of 6 birds seemed to persist from the end of 2023 at Dornoch Point, being seen up until 23 
February, where numbers had dropped to 2 birds by 29 February. There were then no records 
until 24 August, when a single bird was seen at Loch Ewe.  Another bird was identified using the 
Merlin™ app at Portree on 29 August. 

 
Autumn/Winter: Only 4 records for the period, again much lower than the 25 from the same 
period the previous year. The maximum count for the year was 12 on 6 October at Dornoch Point. 
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Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria   
Locally common breeder; locally common migrant and uncommon Winter 
visitor, mainly in east. 
 
Winter/Spring: The year started with the highest overall count of 446 birds seen at Nigg and 
Udale Bay on 3 January, which would have stayers from the 600 counted there in December 2023. 
There were 8 other triple figures counts in the period, all from the east coast, with a large flock of 
295 noted at Allanfearn. The highest count on the west coast was 70 at Loch Dunvegan on 8 April 
and there were 79 seen in the north at Balnakeil on 23 April. 
 
Breeding: The first evidence of possible breeding was a calling male on 3 March at Loch Arienas. 
There were only four confirmed breeding attempts: eggs were see on Rum on 17 May, fledged 
young were seen on 10 June at Drumochter and 11 June at Lochindorb, and a bird distraction 
displaying was seen at Glen Brein on 27 July. The annual survey at Sallachy, Lairg gleaned 60 AOT, 
which continued a general downward trend. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: There were 6 triple figure counts for the remainder of the year, with 
the highest being 200 at Portmahomack on 10 October. 125 at Keoldale on 6 October was a good 
count for the north. The best in the west was 45 birds at Sconser on 24 September.  
 
 

Dotterel Charadrius morinellus  
Uncommon Summer visitor and breeder in high upland habitat; scarce 
elsewhere in Spring and Summer.  
 
A national survey in 2025 will update population trend across Highland. 
 
Spring/Summer: Records were down on last year, with only 17 confirmed sightings for 2024. The 
first record was of a single bird at Coulags on 30 March. This appeared to be very early when 
considering historical reporting rates. 
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There were a further three reports from the west, with a good count of 4 birds near Glen Affric on 
11 July.  As usual, the bulk of the records were from the Cairngorms, with 10 records throughout 
the Summer. The highest count was an incredible 40 birds on 12 May. This is the highest ever count 
of this bird since records began (the previous highest count was 30 birds in 2003). The last record 
for the year across all recording areas was here with five birds on 14 August.  Other reports were 
two records around Ben Alder of 2 and 3 birds on 4 May and 24 July respectively, and a record of 
three birds at the Monadhliaths on 23 April completed the 17 reports for this bird.  
 
Breeding: No active nests were found this season after checking several regularly used hills in the 
Monadhliaths and west Drumochter during a week of intensive surveying. A single male was 
present on a west Drumochter top on 11 June which didn’t behave as if it had a nest. Otherwise, 
there were no records of confirmed breeding this year (there were eight records last year).  In 
addition,  there were two probable records of breeding, with pairs in suitable habitats.   
 

 
Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula  
Widespread breeder on coast in small numbers, but scarcer inland; locally 
common in Inner Moray Firth in Autumn and Winter. 
 
Winter/Spring: A single bird seen at Grantown-on-Spey on 7 February was an odd early inland 
record for the year. There were eight triple figure counts for the period with three coming from a 
good sized flock of 100–120 birds in Broadford Bay between 11 and 23 April. A similar-sized flock 
was seen around the same time the previous year. The remainder came from the east coast with 
the highest count of 300 birds at Alturlie on 19 May, 175 seen at Dornoch on 6 May and 150 at 
Udale Bay on 23 May. The highest count in the north came from 25 birds being seen at Badnabay 
on 10 May. The last significant count was 107 birds seen at Dornoch on 10 June.  
 
Breeding: All counts between 11 June and 2 August were less than 23 birds, indicating prime 
breeding season. There were 27 confirmed breeding reports which was a good increase on the 16 
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from the year before. Distraction displaying was first seen at Laide on 4 May and eggs were seen at 
Ashaig, Skye on 14 May. Fledged young were first seen on 29 May at Kilmory (Rum), up until the 
last breeding record at Sanna Bay on 7 August.  
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: A significant flock of over 200 birds was recorded on the west coast 
on 6 June at Culkein. Other good counts in the west for the period were 100 birds seen migrating 
near Broadford on 11 August, and between 65 and 92 birds were seen regularly in the last three 
months of the year at Gairloch. The last inland bird in the east was noted at Kinloch Laggan on 1 
August. The highest count later in the year in the east was 100 birds at Fortrose, followed by 57 
birds at Shandwick Bay on 22 August. In the north, there were 74 birds at Tongue on 4 June and 72 
at Keoldale on 13 August.  The numbers from the Inner Moray Firth WeBS counts are continuing 
to decline, with average monthly count figures being 8% less than 2023 and almost half the 2022 
levels.  
 
Ringed Plover- Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2024 

 14 January 11 February 20 October 15 December 

Brora to Dornoch 23 67 196 124 
Dornoch Firth 24 12 1 12 

Easter-Ross rocky shore 14 0 0 52 
Cromarty Firth 86 33 107 48 

Beauly Firth 0 0 0 0 
Inverness Firth 17 32 0 8 

Total 164 144 304 244 

 

 
Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius  
Scarce passage visitor; now, a rare breeder. 
 
Spring/Summer: A pair of birds, first seen at an undisclosed site on 9 June, went on to lay four 
eggs, but by 30 June the site was deserted, following high water levels.   This is the first breeding 
record for Highland.  
 
 

Lapwing Vanellus vanellus  
Common but declining breeder in east, but scarce elsewhere; locally common 
migrant, but can be uncommon in Winter. 

 
Winter/Spring: As usual, all the triple figure counts were from the east coast and the bulk being 
at Speyside. The highest counts were all from Balliefurth, peaking at 770 on 20 February. This is 
the third highest count ever in Highland. A flock of 425 birds was at Newtonmore around the same 
time, along with 275 birds at the Dell of Killiehuntly, proving this an important wintering area for 
this bird. Outside this area, 338 birds were counted in Udale Bay on 3 January. There were no triple 
figure counts after the end of March, as birds began to dissipate for breeding sites. Outside of 
Speyside, 70 birds on 21 February at Dalchork was a good count, and 36 birds at Balnakeil on 20 
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March was the best count from the north. The WeBS counts appeared to suggest a continued 
downward trend in numbers around the Inner Moray Firth. 
 
Breeding: The first record of breeding was noted as usual on Rum, with a nest with eggs recorded 
on 2 April. This was two weeks earlier than 2023. The first chicks were seen (although not fledged) 
on 1 May at Gaick Lodge. Fledged young were noted at 16 sites including records from Skye, 
Achnasheen and Balnakeil. Thirty pairs were noted on Eigg, which is 75% of the numbers of the 
previous year.  
 
Number of Lapwing pairs breeding at Insh Marshes 2015-2024 

Year 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Pairs 57 58 59 77 70 * 84 93 75 82 

*  Count not done due to Covid-19 restrictions. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: The first triple figure count post-breeding was 105 birds seen at 
Milton of Culloden on 20 July. Numbers appeared to be growing, but then reporting for August was 
significantly lower with only two counts of 50 or more birds. Numbers increased from September, 
with 200 birds noted in Udale Bay on 20 September, rising to 250 on 16 October. The highest count 
for the period was 300 birds seen near Inverness Airport on 12 December. The highest count on 
the west coast was 47 birds at Totescore, Skye on 12 September and, in the north, it was 69 birds 
at Balnakeil on 3 October. 
 
Lapwing - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2024 

 14 January 11 February 20 October 15 December 

Brora to Dornoch 0 61 95 44 

Dornoch Firth 25 52 103 27 
Easter-Ross rocky shore 0 0 0 0 

Cromarty Firth 34 102 327 190 
Beauly Firth 125 0 159 107 

Inverness Firth 0 113 547 156 

 Total 184 328 1231 524 

 

 
Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus  
Has bred; uncommon migrant, but can be locally common when on passage. 
 
Winter/Spring: The first birds of the year were on Skye with two birds at Portree and a single bird 
at Broadford on 28 March. A flock of up to 18 birds at Broadford between 18 April and 22 April was 
a good Spring record. Other notable sightings on the west coast were 38 at Monkstadt, Skye on 25 
April which was the highest count of the first half of the year. Presumably, the same birds were still 
present here on 3 May, although numbers had reduced to 30. The same day brought the best count 
from the north coast, which was of 32 birds at Keoldale. The next day provided the best count on 
the east coast, with 19 birds at Tarbat Ness. 
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Breeding: There were no breeding records from 2024. 
 
Summer/Autumn: Records over the Summer were mainly of singles and pairs, until a significant 
movement of birds was noted around Broadford, with over 700 birds seen between 7 August and 
27 August. A peak count of 180 birds through on 14 August was the second highest daily count of 
Whimbrel on record. On the east coast, there was only one double figure count of 18 birds at 
Longman Point on 11 September. The last record of the year was a bird on Rum on 20 October. 
 
 

Curlew Numenius arquata   
Common, but declining breeder; common Winter visitor in Inner Moray Firth, 
but uncommon elsewhere. 
 
Winter/Spring: The first record of the year was a count of 87 at Tongue on 1 January. This was 
only surpassed on the north coast by 117 birds seen at Kyle of Durness as part of the RAFOS survey 
on 1 February. This was the only triple figure count of the period outside of the east coast, where 
there were 9 counts, the highest being 230 at Castle Stuart on 18 February. Other high counts were 
a good inland record of 213 birds at Dulnain Bridge on 5 March (bettering the 191 on 22 March 
2023), and 200 birds near Castle Stuart on 15 March. In the west, the highest count was 40 birds 
on 6 and 7 April at Loch Moidart.  
 
Breeding: There were only seven proven breeding records in the year. As usual, the bulk were 
from Strathspey with fledged young seen between 25 May and 14 June. Outside of Strathspey in 
the south west, fledged young were also seen in Achabeag on 16 June, and further north birds were 
seen performing probable distraction displays on 18 June.  
 
Number of Curlew pairs breeding at Insh Marshes 2015–2024 

Year 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Pairs 94 95 99 72 83 * 79 87 74 101 

* Count not done due to Covid-19 restrictions. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: On the east coast, a flock of 55 at Udale Bay on 5 June was a good early 
Summer record. This figure grew to a maximum of 300 birds on 2 October, this being the highest 
count of the year. Other good counts in the east were 200 birds at Ardersier on 22 October and 150 
at Golspie on 5 October. The highest count on the west coast was 70 birds on 21 December at Loch 
Portree. A 50+ flock was present here from September onwards. Kentra Bay also had a good count 
of 61 birds on 14 August, but numbers seemed down here compared to last year. A total of 105 at 
Kyle of Tongue on 4 December was the best count from the north for the second half of the year 
and 80 birds at Durness on 23 October was another notable count. The Inner Moray Firth WeBS 
counts appeared to show an overall increase in numbers in the second half of the year compared 
to the previous year. However, there has been a significant decrease in numbers compared to five 
years ago. 
 
Curlew - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2024 
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 14 January 11 February 20 October 15 December 

Brora to Dornoch 118 104 126 259 

Dornoch Firth 392 669 476 659 
Easter-Ross rocky shore 0 2 3 0 

Cromarty Firth 515 596 726 786 
Beauly Firth 169 263 175 326 

Inverness Firth 296 267 383 277 

Total 1490 1901 1889 2307 

 
Curlew- Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2019 compared to 2024 

 Jan Feb Oct Dec 

2019 counts 2037 2187 3508 3177 
2024 counts 1490 1901 1889 2307 

 
 

Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica   
Common migrant and Winter visitor in Inner Moray Firth, but scarce in north 
and west; locally uncommon in Inner Moray Firth in Summer. 
 
Winter/Spring: There was an uptick in the occurrence of triple figure counts for this species in 
2024, although as usual these were all from the east coast, the best counts being at least 200 bids 
at Udale Bay on 8 and 9 March, 140 at Ardersier on 19 March and at least 100 at Fort George on 4 
April. In the west, the flock of 24 birds that arrived on 13 August 2023 appeared to remain 
throughout the Winter, moving between Loch Portree and Broadford, with numbers tailing off in 
May and birds dispersed. A count of 46 at Kentra Bay on 30 March was an increase on 2023. In the 
north, there were only five records, with four being from Kyle of Tongue of 25 birds staying from 
26 February to 12 March. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: There appeared to be a few more birds staying on coastal areas this 
year than previously, with a flock of around 30 birds remaining at Udale Bay and another 30 at 
Ardersier (noting that this could potentially be the same flock). The first triple figure count was 150 
at Udale Bay on 17 September, and this peaked at 300 birds on 2 October.  A flock of 26 birds 
arrived at Kentra Bay on 4 August and these remained for the rest of the year, growing to a 
maximum of 48 birds on 19 November. Numbers steadily rose at Loch Portree, from 12 on 19 
October to 26 on 21 December. In the north, birds returned on 11 August with 12 arriving at Kyle 
of Tongue. However, there were no further records until 20 were here on 30 November, growing 
to 30 on 5 December. 
 
Bar-tailed Godwit - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2024 

 14 January 11 February 20 October 15 December 

Brora to Dornoch 1 27 32 58 
Dornoch Firth 330 286 111 13 

Easter-Ross rocky shore 0 0 0 0 
Cromarty Firth 340 451 264 189 
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Beauly Firth 127 101 53 74 
Inverness Firth 216 224 437 416 

Total 1014 1089 897 750 

 

 
Bar-tailed Godwit © Dean MacAskill 

 

 
Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa   
Uncommon, but increasing passage migrant, mainly in east, but scarce in 
Winter. 
 
Winter/Spring: The maximum count in the first half of the year was 55 birds at Beauly Firth on 
12 April. This was by far the maximum, with no more than 17 birds being seen elsewhere. The 17 
were an interesting inland record at Boat of Garten where 8 birds were initially counted on 15 
April, rising to the 17 on 17 April and then stayed for a few more days. There were only three 
records from the west coast, all of single birds, and 10 passage birds at Balnakeil on 23 April was 
the highest count in the north. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: The first records of passage birds were 30 at Udale Bay on 22 June 
and 20 at Broadford Bay on 27 June. Numbers here peaked 65 on 4 July and 20 birds remained 
until 4 September. The highest count of the second half of the year (and only triple figure count) 
was 100 birds at Kirkhill, Beauly on 27 September. Other good counts in the east were 58 birds at 
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Redcastle on 29 September, and 50 birds at Beauly on the same day (these are both likely to be a 
dispersal of the 100 bird flock from two days earlier).  There were only three records in the north 
across this period, the best count being six birds at Kyle of Tongue on 5 August. No birds of the 
islandica subspecies were recorded this year. 
 
 

Jack Snipe Limnocryptes minimus   
Locally common Winter visitor, though probably very under-recorded. 
 
There were 47 BirdTrack records in 26 locations (27 in 18 locations for 2023) spread from inland 
Badenoch to the western isles of Skye and Rum and East Ross/Sutherland to Inverness. eBird had 
seven records. 
 
Winter/Spring: Most records were in January, with 16, February had four, one in March, two in 
April and one in May. Numbers were not high, with the majority as single bird sightings and only 
one record, with at least two birds on Rum at the end of January. The last Spring bird was seen on 
Skye on 30 May.  In contrast, eBird had only three records, all single birds at Dornoch, Alturlie and 
Mallaig.      
 
Autumn/Winter: BirdTrack had 22 records for Autumn with only four records in December. 
Additionally, eBird reported only three sightings, all in the Autumn. The geographical spread is 
similar to that over Winter and Spring and, again, is mostly of single birds.  A high count of three 
birds was at Harrapool on Skye on 6 December, with more than two on Rum on 21 November. The 
first Autumn record was on 9 September at Dunvegan on Skye. Significantly fewer birds were 
reported this year, but 2023 was exceptional due to ringing efforts and night-lamp searching, 
particularly in the Dornoch area.    
 
 

Woodcock Scolopax rusticola   
Uncommon and declining breeder; widespread migrant and Winter visitor, 
especially in west, but under-recorded. 
 
BirdTrack recorded 266 sightings at 157 locations for the year (292 for 2023). eBird reports totalled 
88 records throughout the year, mostly in Badenoch & Strathspey (but with none in August or 
September and, surprisingly, December). 
 
Winter/Spring: More than half of the BirdTrack sightings (159) were in this Winter/Spring period 
and across the Highland recording area. There were regular high counts of more than five 
individuals on Rum with a maximum of 10 there on 2 February as well as eight seen at Inverpolly 
on 4 February and eight at Dulnain Bridge on 13 February. These high counts were well below the 
20+ sightings in 2023. Several birds were seen on Eigg in January and again in February. 
Additionally, eBird reported a high of eight birds at Grantown on Spey on 27 April. 
 
Breeding/Summer: As expected, with foreign birds migrating back home, there were much 
reduced numbers, with seven records in June, four in July and one in August. Birds were observed 
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roding from mid-April on Rum to late June at Whitebridge, above Loch Ness. Confirmed breeding 
was only recorded at one location, with three fully fledged young at RSPB Corrimony on 28 August. 
Unusually, no roding birds were recorded on Eigg this year. 
 
Autumn/Winter: Despite no records for September, the number of sightings increased again 
during this period to 95 and again cover the whole region, but with very few from the north of the 
Highland recording area.  A notable count of 20 birds was made at Inverpolly on 7 December. Other 
multiple bird sightings include 10 at Dalcross on 10 December, six at Tarskavaig, Skye on 14 

December and five near Dingwall on 10 December. SWT Eigg staff reported sightings of one to 
three birds from October onwards with a maximum of five on 16 October. 
 
 

Snipe Gallinago gallinago   
Common breeder; locally common migrant and Winter visitor.  
 
BirdTrack reported 606 sightings (693 in 2023) at 302 locations, well distributed throughout the 
region and in every month. eBird had 266 records. 
 
Winter/Spring: Monthly high counts for January were 14 birds at Skelbo near Dornoch on the 
30th.  During February, there were 18 birds at Culloden on 28 March. With a high count of 10 at 
Alturlie near Inverness on 3 March.  April had a count of 10, also at Alturlie, and on 5 May, six were 
at Spey Dam. 
 
Breeding: The first record of a drumming male was on 7 March on Eigg and the last at Sanna, 
Ardnamurchan on 6 July.  Drumming, chipping and display flights were seen across the region in a 
number of locations including Handa Island, where chicks were seen from June onwards. Birds 
were also seen displaying on Eigg in May. Although many instances of probable breeding were 
recorded, including Sallachy, Sutherland where seven birds on territory was the highest number 
recorded since 2016, no further confirmed breeding was recognised. 
 
Number of Snipe males singing/displaying at Insh Marshes 2015–2024 

Males 
singing 

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

177 186 168 130 147 * 136 112 92 109 

*  Count not done due to Covid-19 restrictions. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: After the highest number of records during May and June, those over 
July and August showed a decrease, before a rebound in September and October, followed by a 
decrease in November, and then the lowest monthly total occurred in December. The highest count   
was of five birds at Dunvegan on 26 June.  July saw 12 birds seen at Eilean nan Ron, off Tongue on 
the 7th. A high count in August was of 15 at Dell of Killiehuntly (Badenoch), on the 16th and in 
September there were 12 at the same location on the 3rd.  On 19 October, 24 birds were recorded 
at Loch Flemington near Inverness, and on 26 November, there were 10 birds at Ashaig on Skye. 
The highest count for December was 24 at Balnakeil near Durness, the joint highest annual count 
with Loch Flemington in October. 
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Grey Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius  
Scarce migrant and Winter visitor. 
 
A single individual was at Strathy Point on the far north coast on 9 September and another at 
Embo on 18 November.  In contrast, there were 17 records in 2023. 
 
 

Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus  
Rare passage migrant; has bred. 
 
Spring/Summer/Autumn: One bird was seen at a confidential location between 24 May and 14 
June and another record of a juvenile came from Helmsdale on 16 September. There were three 
records in 2023. 
 

 
Red-necked Phalarope  © Dean MacAskill 

 

 
Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos   
Common migrant breeder, absent in Winter. 
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BirdTrack reported 1027 records for 700 locations (1010 in 2023). Additionally, eBird reported 934 
records from April to September. 
 
Winter/Spring: The first report was of two birds at Acharacle, on the south end of Loch Shiel on 6 

March. Distribution, as usual, was throughout the recording area including the north coast. May 
had the highest number of records with 445 (43%) and the high bird count was of at least 13 at 
The Mound, Loch Fleet on 3 May. Other May double digit counts were 10 at Spey Dam on 5 May 
and 10 at Cape Wrath on 30 May. There was a high count of 11 birds at Kyle on 26 April.  
 
Breeding:  Four pairs were seen during the survey at Sallachy in Sutherland, down from six pairs 
in the last two years. On Eigg, several birds were seen during the Spring and Summer, but the 
breeding outcome is unknown. On Handa, birds were seen regularly in flocks of 10, but there was 
no confirmed breeding. Birds were seen displaying throughout the region in April and confirmed 
breeding, including sightings of chicks, was reported at the following locations: Speybridge; 
Grantown 23 May; Strathnaver June; Loch Laggan, Badenoch 8 June; Opinan, Gairloch 11 June; 
Harrapool, Skye 13 June; Croick, Alladale 17 June; Achabeag, Morvern 23 June and Glenhinnisdal, 
Skye 30 June. Interestingly, it is reported that a Common Sandpiper paired with a Spotted 
Sandpiper at an undisclosed site and a nest with four eggs was observed. 
 
Number of Common Sandpiper pairs breeding at Insh Marshes 2015-2024 

Males 
singing 

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

16 18 14 9 14 * 10 4 3 9 

*  Count not done due to Covid-19 restrictions. 
 
Summer/Autumn: June was the month with the second highest number of records at 272 and 
had a high bird count of 22 at The Mound, Loch Fleet on the 25th. Sighting numbers decreased in 
July and August with high counts of 12 on 14 July at Redcastle on the Beauly Firth and 3 on 2 August 
at Cadboll, East Ross. The last bird seen was on Canna on 30 September.  
 
 

Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularius   
Vagrant. 
 
Summer:  A single individual was apparently paired with a Common Sandpiper at an undisclosed 
site between 8 and 11 June. Four eggs were laid, three hatched successfully but DNA testing of the 
unhatched egg showed it was  not of  Spotted Sandpiper. Another bird was seen at Scourie, on the 
north-west coast on 5 July. 
 
 

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus   
Rare breeder, scarce passage migrant. 
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BirdTrack had 14 records in 10 locations (17 records 2023), with no reports from eBird.  
 
Winter/Spring: In Badenoch & Strathspey, there was a record of a pair on 22 April, followed by 
probable breeding evidence. There were another nine records of singles during April-May, all in 
Badenoch & Strathspey. 
 
Autumn/Winter: There were four records in Badenoch, all single birds with two records in 
October, one record in November and one record in December. Three records were at the same 
location, so these unusual late year observations may have involved two birds. 
 

 
Wood Sandpiper © Dean MacAskill 

 

Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola   
Rare breeder, but likely increasing; scarce passage migrant. 
 
BirdTrack had 18 records at 14 locations (31 records in 2023), and eBird had two records, both in 
August. 
 
 
Spring/Summer: BirdTrack records were made from across the region, with the first report on 3 
May and the last, of four birds, on 14 June but two August reports were made on Ebird. As all 
records may relate to potential breeding and there is known to be interest from photographers not 
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holding the necessary Schedule 1 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 Licence, locations remain 
confidential and observers finding Wood Sandpipers on such sites are urged not to divulge 
locations but to report, in confidence, to the Local Recorder as soon as possible.  
 
Breeding (taken from RSPB Report): Although lower numbers than in 2023, 2024 was another 
busy year for Wood Sandpipers, with 50 pairs recorded in the Highland recording area at 25 sites, 
of which eight were new sites.  Inverness-shire did not have any recorded breeding attempts in 
2024. Although there were no new sites recorded for Ross & Cromarty, the two regularly recorded 
sites contained 10 confirmed and one possible pair. Badenoch & Strathspey had one new site this 
year, holding two probable pairs, with the four regular sites holding six confirmed, three probable 
and one possible. The astonishing density of breeding in the Flow Country continues, with 
Caithness and Sutherland holding 69% of the breeding pairs (51 pairs) and 12 of the total of 13 
new sites between them. Sutherland takes the lead in 2024, with 27 pairs across 18 sites, seven of 
which are new. Of these 27 pairs, one was confirmed, 10 possible, 16 probable. The confirmed 
breeding was at a known location where a nest with four eggs was found. The recent trend data for 
Wood Sandpiper is shown below (RSPB image, 2025). 
 

 
Note that 2020 count was affected by limited survey due to Covid restrictions. 
 
 

Redshank Tringa totanus 
Uncommon breeder, common migrant and Winter visitor in Inner Moray 
Firth, but uncommon elsewhere. 
 
BirdTrack reported 1369 sightings (1481 in 2023) at 632 locations eBird had 835 sightings. 
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Winter/Spring: Seen in every month and all across the Highland recording area, the geographic 
distribution was once again definitely biased to the east coast, with particularly high numbers in 
the Inner Moray Firth. Most reports were in March and April, but then the birds moved inland in 
May. The highest count was 120 at Dingwall on 14 January, and 165 birds were at Milton of 
Culloden on 23 February. The annual highest count was 553 at Merkinch Local Nature Reserve, 
Inverness on 4 March. On 14 April, the high count was 149 at Udale. There were only seven at 
Connage, Ardersier on 5 May. Three or four birds were seen regularly throughout April and May 
on Handa. Highest count for the north coast was 29 at Tongue on 30 January and the highest count 
for the west coast was 80 at Camustianavaig, Skye on 22 April.  
 
Breeding: Probable breeding was reported from 25 March at Insh Marshes through to Skelbo, 
Loch Fleet on 25 June. Various other probable breeding behaviours were reported through April, 
May and June mostly in Badenoch & Strathspey, but also at Dundonnell, Lochcarron, Moidart, 
Strathdearn and Canna. Only one report was made of confirmed breeding and that was of recently 
fledged chicks seen at Invertromie, Badenoch on 8 July. On Eigg, a maximum count of five birds 
were seen throughout the year, including one breeding pair, but with no known outcome. 
 
Number of Redshank pairs breeding at Insh Marshes 2015–2024 

 Pairs 
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

102 83 47 75 76 * 97 75 62 78 

*  Count not done due to Covid-19 restrictions. 
 
Redshank - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2024 

 14 January 11 February 20 October 15 December 

Brora–Dornoch 123 139 232 115 
Dornoch Firth 291 227 763 869 

East Ross Coast 55 14 14 3 
Cromarty Firth           1054 502 976 983 

Beauly Firth 441 119 758 1160 
Inverness Firth 821 592 663 897 

TOTALS 2785 1593 3406 4027 

 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: Numbers declined in June and July before increasing in August, 
September and October and then decreasing once more in November and December. Highest 
count in June was 20 at Udale Bay on 29 June and at Milton of Culloden near Inverness on 30 June. 
There were 160 birds at Milton of Culloden on 20 July.  In August, 195 were at Dingwall on the 2nd 
and at Dingwall on 27 September there were 440 birds. October had 350 birds at Inver in Easter 
Ross on 18  October and November had 130 at Seafield, east of Inverness on the 24th. There was a 
high count of 291 at Clachnaharry, west of Inverness on 20 December.   
 
 

Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus   
Scarce migrant, usually in Autumn. 
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Summer/Autumn: BirdTrack had four records which related to two birds. An adult was at 
Munlochy Bay on 18 June and the other record was from The Mound, Loch Fleet on 5 September.  
 
 

Greenshank Tringa nebularia   

Locally common breeder in suitable upland habitat; regular migrant in small 
numbers, but scarce in Winter. 

 
BirdTrack recorded 481 sightings in 251 locations (575 in 2023). Additionally, eBird had 94 sightings. 
 
Winter/Spring: Highest number of recordings were in April (133), but birds were seen in every 
month. Eigg again had an over-wintering bird seen until 3 April. In January, February and March 
birds were mostly seen on the east and, predominantly, west coasts as well as Skye, Rum and 
Canna, but mostly in ones, twos and threes. The maximum was eight at Lochaline in Morvern on 7 
March. In April, the distribution was again biased towards the west coast, but observations 
continued on the east coast and birds began to move inland. The maximum count of over ten birds 
seen at the east end of Loch Moidart on 7 April, and a further count of seven birds reported from 
Cape Wrath on the north coast on 30 May. 
 
Breeding: The annual Sallachy open ground survey near Loch Shin reported 25 individuals on 
territory, which is up on the 21 reported last year and the second highest total since records began 
in 2016. Courtship, mating and other probable breeding behaviour were observed from 19 March 
on Rum and at various sites throughout April and May. Confirmed breeding was reported from the 
hills SE of Lochcarron on 21 May and again in the hills to the north of Strathcarron on 31 May. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: As last year, the number of monthly records reduced during this time 
from a high of 133 reports in April to highs of 11 in November and 10 in December. Individual 
concentrations also reflected the previous trend with high counts of 12 in late June at Kyle, Gairloch 
and Udale Bay. A total of 14 birds were at Kentra Bay on Ardnamurchan on 5 July and 18 were at 
the head of Loch Portree on 1 August.  A high of 11 were at Kentra Bay on 15 September. The 
highest annual count was 34 at Kentra Bay on 9 October and 10 again at Kentra Bay on 19 
November. Only two or three birds were noted in December, suggesting most Greenshank have 
left Highland by early Winter. Eigg’s single bird was seen again in August and then one in 
November. 
 
Greenshank - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2024 

 14 January 11 February 20 October 15 December 

Brora–Dornoch 0 0 0 5 
Dornoch Firth 2 6 12 7 

Cromarty Firth           4 0 0 0 
Beauly Firth 8 1 10 3 

Inverness Firth 0 2 3 0 

TOTALS 14 9 25 15 

This represents a total number 12% higher than 2023. 
 



 

91 

 

 

Turnstone Arenaria interpres   
Locally common Winter visitor and migrant in Inner Moray Firth, scarcer 
elsewhere. 
 
There were 471 BirdTrack records at 198 locations (192 in 2023), and eBird had 226. Records in every 
month, but January (69), August (59) and October (56) have most records, with only one in June and 
11 in July. 
 
Winter/Spring: Found throughout the coasts of the region, but with limited reports from the 
north coast and the far NW coast. The east coast distribution is from Brora, Dornoch, Embo, the 
eastern coastline of Ross-shire, the Black Isle and Inner Moray Firth, together with hotspots on the 
west coast around Loch Linnhe. Skye, Rum, Ardnamurchan and Ullapool also provide multiple 
sightings. Highest counts were made from the following locations: 36 were at Caol on 13 January; 
40 at Inverlochy on 17 February; 38 between Caol and Fort William on 11 March; 29 at Balintore 
on 11 April;  and 12 at Tarbat Ness on 6 May. 
  
Summer/Autumn/Winter:  A significant reduction of numbers was obvious over the Summer, 
with only one record in June, and eight birds at Loch Caroy in Skye. There were no July reports until 
21 July and then a maximum of six birds at the head of Loch Portree on 25 July, followed by a high 
count of 40 birds at Tarbat Ness on 17 August. The large majority of September records were from 
the east coast with over 20 at North Kessock on 29 September. Increased sightings were made from 
the west coast during October, and on the east coast, 29 at Balintore on 22 October.  Again, the 
majority of records were from the east coast in November and December with high counts of  29 
at Hilton of Cadboll, Easter Ross on 16 November, and the same number on Loch Linnhe between 
Caol and Fort William on 17 November, with a high count of 30 at Hilton of Cadboll on 1 December. 
On Eigg, there were only two records: 14 June and 22 August, perhaps evidence of a species that is 
now much rarer on the island. 
 
Turnstone - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2024 

 14 January 11 February 20 October 15 December 

Brora–Dornoch 29 10 37 28 
Dornoch Firth 6 20 0 6 

East Ross Coast 21 4 14 35 
Cromarty Firth           32 19 33 12 

Beauly Firth 7 6 2 0 
Inverness Firth 37 61 60 39 

TOTALS 132 120 146 120 

The above figures represent a 12% decrease on last year’s total. 
 
 

Knot Calidris canutus   
Common migrant and Winter visitor in Inner Moray Firth, scarce elsewhere. 
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BirdTrack had 178 records (203 in 2023) at 108 locations, and eBird had 85 records, all on the east 
coast.  Recorded in every month, but only one in July and three and two in November and December, 
respectively. 
 
Winter/Spring:. Distribution shows a strong bias to the east coast (150 records) and occasional 
other sightings (28 records) from Skye, Ardnamurchan, Sutherland north coast, Rum, Lochinver 
and Mallaig.  A total of 110 out of 178 records in this period with most (29) in April.  A notable high 
count was of 300 at Udale Bay on 28  January, and the highest annual count was of 1500 at Tain on 
the 16 February. There were 350 at Nigg and Udale Bay on 22 March and 500 at Loch Fleet on 13 

April.  There were only 80 at Dornoch on 6 May. Both Handa and Eigg reported single birds in May. 
Other than single birds, the west coast produced 11 at Kentra Bay, Ardnamurchan on 13 February, 
and Skye had six birds at Broadford on 9 April. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter:  June had only seven records, with a high of 200 at Udale Bay on 22 

June. Skye had one record of 22 birds at Broadford on 27 June and there were eight birds at 
Whiteness, near Ardersier on 29 July. There were 234 birds at Tarbat Ness on 30 August, but only 
two records of single birds at Durness on the north coast. Skye had four records with a high of ten 
birds at Broadford on 27 August. There were no records of birds outwith the east of the recording 
area in either September or December, but, on 22 October, there were four birds at Kentra Bay, 
Ardnamurchan and, on 19 November, there were two birds at the same location. High counts in 
September were 60 at Milton of Culloden near Inverness on 25 September and 400 at Udale Bay 
on 24 October.  Only two records from Tain were made in December. 
 
Knot - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2024 

 14 January 11 February 20 October 15 December 

Brora–Dornoch 0 0 0 0 

Dornoch Firth 110 389 0 78 
East Ross rocky shore 0 0 0 0 

Cromarty Firth           2241 2149 247 545 
Beauly Firth 220 1 29 0 

Inverness Firth 328 3159 316 947 

TOTALS 2899 5698 592 1570 

 
The above figures represent a 28% reduction in total numbers since 2023, with October and 
December showing significantly lower numbers. 
 
 

Ruff Calidris pugnax   
Has bred and wintered, but usually a scarce passage migrant, mainly in the 
Inner Moray Firth.  
 
BirdTrack had 22 records at 17 locations and eBird had seven records. The majority of records were 
at Udale Bay and Arisaig, but birds also seen on the north coast and on other east and west coast 
locations.  
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Winter/Spring: An unusual, unconfirmed report was of a single bird at the Ullapool River on 12 

January. Then, in Spring, birds included a male and female seen at Durness on 11 May, three birds 
seen at Dornoch on 23 May and one at Udale Bay on 25 May. 
 
Summer/Autumn: There were 15 records from August, all at either Udale Bay or near Arisaig 
with a maximum of five birds seen at Arisaig on 23 August and up to three birds at Udale on various 
occasions.  A report of one bird was made at Connage, Ardersier and two juvenile birds at Red Point, 
Gairloch. The last report of the year was a single bird in Glencoe on 20 September. 
 

 
Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea   
Scarce passage migrant, mainly in Inner Moray Firth. 
 
BirdTrack had four records at four locations (11 records in 2023) and eBird had two records. 
 
Spring/Summer: There was one Spring record at Dornoch on 29 May, and two August records, 
with birds seen on Canna, on 28 August and then on 30 August. 
 
Autumn: A single record on 1 September, again on Canna. 
 
 

Temminck's Stint Calidris temminckii   
Rare passage migrant, which occasionally breeds. 
 
There were 28 BirdTrack records from nine locations (compared with six records in 2023). 
 
Spring/Summer: There were four May records from two sites. Up to four birds were later seen, 
with birds at both inland and coastal sites, including Badenoch & Strathspey and sites further north.  
June records were all at two inland lochs. Records at these sites continued into July and August, 
when there were 12 records of up to four birds. 
 
Breeding: Mating was observed at an inland loch and probable mating at another. Confirmed 
breeding was reported at one of these lochs, when two separate nests with eggs were observed. 
Tragically, one nest hatched, but the chicks perished shortly thereafter. Three juveniles were 
observed from the second nest and the last report from 15 August had one adult and two juveniles. 

 
 

Sanderling Calidris alba   
Uncommon, but increasing migrant and Winter visitor. 
 
BirdTrack recorded 213 records at 95 locations (166 in 2023), and eBird had 93 records.  
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Winter/Spring: During this period,  the majority of sightings are on the east coast, with only May 
having one record from the north coast, two records from north of Kinlochbervie, three from 
Arisaig and five from Rum (as well as 14 records on the east coast).  There were counts of 40 birds 
at Brora on 22 January. On 7 February, 33 birds were seen at Dornoch and 23 on 1 March at Embo. 
Over 60 were seen at Brora on 4 April, and 180 at Dornoch on 6  May.  
  
Summer/Autumn/Winter: There were four records in June, all in the first half of the month and 
with a high count of 22 at Whiteness Head near Ardersier on 11 June, as well as four records in July 
(which were all in the second half of the month) and included some birds in full summer plumage,  
with a high of 32 at Dornoch on 24 July. August was the month with the most records (94) and, as 
migration got under way, most observations were from the west coast, although the high count for 
the month was 78 at Dornoch on 21 August. Eigg had three Autumn records including 20 birds 
seen on 20 August. The Autumn records began in September with, again, most observations on the 
west coast,  but the highest count was again at Dornoch, with 190 birds on 8  September. October 
records reduced significantly and reverted back to a majority east coast, with a high of 79 at Coul 
Links, Embo on 17 October. Late Autumn sightings were all in east Sutherland with a high of six 
birds at Dornoch on 24 November. There were smaller numbers in December,  with four records 
all on the east coast and a maximum of 11 birds at Fortrose Golf Course on 20 December. 
 
Sanderling - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2024 

 14 January 11 February 20 October 15 December 

Brora–Dornoch 23 45 113 147 
Dornoch Firth 61 0 0 23 

Inverness Firth 0 0 0 0 

TOTALS 84 45 113 170 

 
These figures represent a 78% increase over the totals of 2023,  with the largest increases in 
January, October and December and Brora–Dornoch showing much higher numbers. 
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Dunlin © Dean MacAskill 

 

Dunlin Calidris alpina  
Fairly common breeder in uplands; common migrant and Winter visitor to 
Inner Moray Firth, but uncommon in north and west. 
 
BirdTrack had 476 reports at 270 locations (537 in 2023) and eBird had 272. Seen in every month, 
most records were in May (85) with January (60) and August (70) other peak months.  
 
Winter/Spring: There was a high count of 150 at Coul Links, Embo on 4 January, and a high count 
of 420 at Castle Stuart on 18 February. On 10 March, 10 there was a high count of 260 at Redcastle 
on the Beauly Firth.  Records include 45 birds at Dornoch on 29 April and, over to the west, 40 birds 
were at Broadford on Skye on 23 April and more than five birds on Rum on 30 April. May saw 110 
birds at Dornoch on 6 May and 41 birds South of Dunvegan on Skye on 9 May. On Eigg, birds were 
seen on Spring passage from 4 May to 5 June, with 40 birds on 9 May, but mostly it was of two to 
four birds. 
 
Breeding: The Sallachy bird report had 46 birds occupying territory, the same as the count in 
2023, but the longer-term trend appears downward from a high of 73 territories in 2017. Birds in 
breeding plumage were seen displaying at Ullapool on 3  May and heard calling at Spey Dam 
throughout May. Probable breeding occurred over the West Drumochter hills on 10 June, when a 
pair were observed on suitable breeding habitat and where a pair had bred in 2021. Two juvenile 
or first-winter birds were reported at Kinloch Laggan, Badenoch on 21 July. 
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Summer/Autumn/Winter: Handa reported up to three birds present throughout the season. 
Coastal high counts for the Summer were from the west, with Autumn and Winter high counts 
from the east. There were 200 birds at Culkein on 6 July and a much reduced total of 14 birds 
between Caol and Fort William on 21 July. Nine birds were at Cape Wrath on the North Coast on 6 

July. Late Summer had  over 150 at Broadford on Skye on 10 August with 86 at Dornoch on 19 

August and over 55 at Durness on 13 August. On 25 September, there was high count of over 70 at 
The Mound, Loch Fleet and, on 14 October, there were 100 birds at Udale Bay. There were fewer 
Winter records, and those that were made included 30 birds at Udale Bay on 15 November and 
150 birds at Dingwall on 24 December.  
 
Dunlin - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2024 

 14 January 11 February 20 October 15 December 

Brora–Dornoch 62 119 4 679 
Dornoch Firth 560 929 129 685 

Cromarty Firth           2243 1395 161 2243 
Beauly Firth 886 11 628 3502 

Inverness Firth 440 132 30 170 

TOTALS 4191 2586 952 7279 

These figures represent a very similar total to 2023, although January and December numbers are 
up and February and October figures are down. 
 
 

Purple Sandpiper Calidris maritima   
Has bred; scarce passage migrant and localised Winter visitor to Inner Moray 
Firth, scarce in north and west. 
 
BirdTrack had 173 records at 63 locations (164 in 2023) and eBird had 25 records. Found in every 
month, but much reduced records in Summer and early Autumn months. 
 
Winter/Spring: There is a huge bias to the east coast, particularly east Sutherland and the Easter 
Ross seaboard, with only one record further south at Dingwall. Found more rarely in the west 
(Caol, Rum, Skye, Mallaig, Lochinver, Kinlochbervie).  The year started with a high count of 57 at 
Balintore in Easter Ross on 1 January. There was only one north coast record, at Tongue in January. 
February saw a high of over 40 at Embo on 25 January. The maximum count for March was an 
unusually high 72 birds at Neist on Skye on 8 March, then there were 23 at Balintore on 11 April 
and 16 at Brora on 10 May.  There were three records from the Cairngorm plateau on 12 May. 
 
Breeding: An active nest with four eggs was found on a mountain in the Cairngorms on 10 June 
and three days later two chicks and two hatching eggs were observed. On 27 July, elsewhere on the 
Cairngorm plateau, an adult with two chicks confirmed that another breeding attempt had taken 
place. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: There were two records of single birds at Tarbat Ness on 1 June. 
August had five records with a maximum of four birds at Tarbat Ness on 30 August. There were 14 
birds at Tarbat Ness on 22 September, with most returning birds arriving throughout October and 
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November, including 30 birds seen at Sandwood Bay on 30 October and 95 birds at Brora on 16 

November. There were fewer records in December, but a concentration of 96 birds at Embo near 
Dornoch on 16 December was notable. 
 
Purple Sandpiper - Inner Moray Firth WeBS Counts 2024 

 14 January 11 February 20 October 15 December 

Brora–Dornoch 68 95 3 110 
Dornoch Firth 0 25 0 0 

East coast rocky shore 0 26 0 79 

TOTALS 68 146 3 189 

These figures represent a reduction of 11% on totals from 2023, with highest reduction in December. 
 
 

Little Stint Calidris minuta   
Scarce passage migrant, mainly in Inner Moray Firth. 
 
Spring/Summer: BirdTrack reported 17 records at six locations (compared to 22 records in 
2023) and eBird had two records at two locations. While mostly single birds, four were recorded 
at Redcastle in the Beauly Firth on 4 July. Other single bird sightings were from both east and west 
coasts and started at Dornoch in late May and finished in Portmahomack, Broadford and 
Achnahaird, in late August. A sighting on 2 June was recorded at Alturlie Point and a bird was at 
Dingwall on 12 July. A juvenile bird was reported from Achnahaird on 25 August. 
 
 

Little Tern Sternula albifrons   
Scarce Summer visitor and breeder in Inner Moray Firth; rare elsewhere. 
 
Spring/Summer/Autumn: The first record of the year was of eight birds at Dornoch on 29 April, 
followed by a single at Alness Point on 15 May and two at Lochinver on 18 May. Between June and 
August, there were only five BirdTrack records in locations between Whiteness Head and the 
mouth of the River Brora, with a maximum count of 14. The sole record for the north coast was 
‘presence’ noted at Portskerra.  
 
Breeding: At least five pairs attempted breeding at a single site in the Moray Firth. A minimum of 
eighth juveniles fledged. 
 
Little Tern breeding success in Inner Moray Firth 2015–2024 

  2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020* 2021 2022 2023 2024 

No. pairs 0 11 13 16 8 17 8 6 4 2 

No. sites 0 4 3 3 4 4 5 8 1 2 

No fledged 
young 

0 3 2 0 5 8 0 4 1 0 

Fledged 
young/pair 

0.00 0.27 0.15 0.00 0.63 0.47 0.00 0.67 0.25 0.00 
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*  Some site visits not done due to Covid-19 restrictions, so may be underestimates. 
 
 

Black Tern Chlidonias niger   
Scarce migrant. 
 
Spring/Summer: Two were recorded at Brora on 9 May and a single juvenile was at Brora River 
mouth on 14 August. 
 
 

Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea   
Common, but declining breeder; locally common Summer visitor and migrant. 
 
Spring/Summer: After an early sighting of a single bird at the Corran Ferry on 8 April, the main 
influx came in early May, with high counts of 54 at Portskerra on 10 May, 24 at Loch Scavaig on 26 
May and 40 on Handa Island on 22 May. On 2 June, 70 were recorded at Melvich and a count of at 
least 100 was noted between Raasay and Scalpay on 9 June. At Invergordon Harbour, 50 were 
logged on 28 June.   
 
Breeding: Low numbers were reported on Rum from 29 May and Clovullin on 1 June. On the north 
coast, breeding birds were present at Talmine. There were at least five juveniles at Whiteness Head 
on 29 July. Of the 43 nests at Invergordon port, most had failed by 18 July and the colony was 
subsequently abandoned a few days later, after all breeding had failed.   

 
Arctic Tern breeding success in Inner Moray Firth 2015–2024 

  2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020* 2021 2022 2023 2024 

No. pairs 184 203 329 196 291 86 143 153 130 65 

No. sites 5 6 7 2 7 6 5 6 6 3 
No fledged 
young 

56 64 162 72 185 45 29 7 8 5 

Fledged 
young/pair 

0.30 0.32 0.49 0.37 0.64 0.52 0.20 0.05 0.06 0.08 

*   Some site visits not done due to Covid-19 restrictions, so may be underestimates. 
 
Summer/Autumn: The highest counts were 50 recorded at Gairloch beach on 26 July and a boat 
trip off Inverness logged at least 40 on 29 August. The final record of the year was a single bird off 
Faraid Head on 11 November, in line with those in the past five years. 
 
 

Common Tern Sterna hirundo   
Common, but recently declining breeder, now rare inland; common Summer 
visitor and migrant around coasts. 
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Spring: A single bird at Dornoch on 18 April was comparable with first arrival dates over the 
preceding five years. The first records for the north coast were at Talmine on 23 April. Fourteen 
were counted in Broadford Bay on 27 April and the first inland record was a single at Grantown-
on-Spey on 3 May. Eighteen were noted at Neist Point on 12 May and 34 at Kyle of Lochalsh on 15 
May. The highest counts were 60 in Loch Dunvegan on 24 May and at least 100 off Raasay on 26 
June. 
 
Breeding: Confirmed breeding was first noted at Talmine on 29 May. Elsewhere, confirmed 
breeding in low numbers occurred at Eilean nan Ron and, in Loch Gairloch, a count of 42 on Glas 
Eilean (Skye & Lochalsh) included confirmed breeders. An estimated 100 pairs were in Loch Ailort, 
with many young on 31 July. At Whiteness Head, at least 125 birds included several chicks and 
fledged juveniles on 6 August. At Invergordon Port, the first breeding attempt failed due to 
suspected Mink predation. Most of the birds appear to have made a second attempt elsewhere in 
the port and 102 nests were counted; this was lower than any previous count. This significant 
decline was probably linked to the large outbreak of Avian Influenza in July 2023. Only seven 
chicks, reared on a roof, were successfully fledged.  
 
Common Tern breeding success in Inner Moray Firth 2015–2024   

   2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

No. pairs 603 601 511 627 533 533 777 262 ** 234 

No. sites 6 3 5 6 6 8 7 6 ** 4 

No fledged 
young 

456 528 321 733 487 283 692 168 ** 45 

Fledged 
young/pair 

0.76 0.88 0.63 1.17 0.91 0.53 0.89 0.64 ** 0.19 

           

*  Some site visits not done due to Covid-19 restrictions, so may be underestimates. 
**   Insufficient information to produce significant overall figures. 
 
Summer/Autumn: There were records from all coasts in Summer, with high counts of 50 at 
Glendale on 27 July, about 80 at Broadford Bay on 10 August and 46 at Dornoch on 19 August. 
There were many fewer records in September, all low numbers except for a count of 28 at 
Chanonry Point on 12 September. October had three records of single figures and the final one was 
of a single at Embo on 3 November. 
 
 

Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis   
Has bred; common Summer visitor and passage migrant in Inner Moray Firth, 
but scarce elsewhere. 
 
Spring/Summer: A single bird at Loch Fleet on 18 March was a typical date for the first record of 
the year and numbers built there to 14 over the next 10 days. Apart from a single bird noted at 
Kilchoan on 7 April, all records in the first half of April were from the Moray Firth and Isle of Skye,  
with highest counts of 28 at Tarbat Ness on 8 April and 33 at Dornoch on 14 April. The first record 
for the north coast was at Talmine on 14 April. The highest count for the month was 37 at Tarbat 
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Ness on 26 April. Counts in May and June were all in single figures except for records of 11 at Brora 
on 10 May and 10 at Durness on 29 May. These Spring records show a significant reduction in 
numbers compared to the previous five years and may reflect the impact of Highly Pathogenic 
Avian Influenza.  
 
Breeding: There were no records of breeding, but juveniles were seen in the Balintore area 
throughout July, with a maximum count of 72 including 20 juveniles on 26 July. 
 
Summer/Autumn: In July, there were only a few counts from Skye and the north coast, all in single 
figures. In the Moray Firth, counts reached 112 at Tarbat Ness on 20 July and 72 at Balintore on 26 

July. August records were similar, with four from Skye in single figures and a count of 11 at Priest 
Island on 28 August. Also in August, at Coul Links, 83 were noted on the 4th and 76 were recorded 
at Balintore on 7 August. Numbers increased at Tarbat Ness in the second half of the month, 
peaking at 109 on 26 August. Early September counts were a maximum of 87 at Tarbat Ness on 4 

September, after which all counts declined, until the final one of a single bird at Balintore on 24 
September. 
 
 

Little Gull Hydrocoloeus minutus   
Scarce, but increasing visitor from Autumn to Spring. 
 
Winter/Spring: The first record was at Brora, with 19 on 2 January and records continued there 
during the rest of the month. Elsewhere, a single bird was recorded at Ullapool on 21 January. 
February and March records were all from Brora or nearby coast, with a maximum of 24 on 6 
February at the mouth of the River Brora. There were no records in April and only two in May: two 
recorded at RSPB Durness on the 16th and a second calendar year bird off the Ascrib Islands.  
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: The only June record was a second calendar year bird near Dingwall 
on the 12th. The first Summer record from Brora was a single bird on 30 July and records 
continued there during August,  with up to four birds present and singles at Dornoch, Coul Links 
and Embo. On 14 August, two were noted in Ullapool harbour and a juvenile from the Ullapool-
Stornoway ferry. A single bird was logged at Chanonry Point on 30 August and, on the following 
day, three juveniles, moulting into first-winter plumage, were noted at Faraid Head. The highest 
count of only three records in September was of three at Embo. The twelve BirdTrack records in 
October were from east and west coasts, with ‘presence’ at Fiunary on the Sound of Mull on 4 
October. Numbers peaked at nine at Brora on 7 October, and a single at the head of Loch Portree 
on 19 October.  Apart from a single bird at Ullapool on 18 November, Brora records dominated the 
month, with a maximum count of 12 on 26 November. A single was noted at Loch Ainort on 8 
December and the final record of the year was a bird at Ardmair on 24 December. 
 
 

Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla  
Common, but local coastal breeder; common migrant, but scarce in mid-Winter 
and rare inland. 
 



 

101 

 

Winter/Spring: Low numbers were recorded in January and February, with highs of 76 at Brora 
on 2 January on the east coast and 26 at Gruinard Bay on 28 January on the west coast. From then 
on, numbers built up with 167 recorded at Tarbat Ness on  8  March. On 23 March, 200 were 
present in the Sound of Raasay and 600 at Loch Ainort. A flock of 300 on Loch Linnhe at Fort 
William was recorded on 30 March and further records came from the same loch in the first half of 
April, with a maximum count of at least 480. Over the same time period, 150 were noted at the Skye 
Bridge on 7 April and at least 150 at Broadford Bay on 9 April. Counts were generally low for the 
remainder of the month; the highest count was 76 at Tarbat Ness on 27 April. Around 1000 were 
noted at Embo on 15 May and counts at Tarbat Ness peaked at 722 on 20 May. The highest counts 
were on the north coast, with at least 2000 present at Clo Mor on 17 May. Counts in the west were 
generally low, except for highs of 200 on Loch Linnhe at Fort William on 7 May and at least 500 on 
Handa Island on 18 May.   
 
Breeding: On Handa, in nine monitored plots, 881 chicks fledged from 601 nests, giving a 
productivity of 1.41 chicks per nest, well above the 29-year average of 1.01 chicks per nest. 
 
Kittiwake breeding productivity in study plots at North Sutor 2015–2024 

  2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

AON 275 262 279 242 235 * 289 423 452 ** 

Fledged 
young/nest 

0.30 0.51 0.78 0.50 0.08^ * 0.80 1.10 0.60 0 

 ̂ Great Black-backed Gulls were observed predating nests. 
* Count not done due to Covid-19 restrictions. 
** Count not done. 
 

Kittiwake breeding productivity in study colonies on Canna 2015–2024 

   2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

AON 1141 1166 1260 1060 1457 * 1421 1497 1414 1277 

Fledged 
young/nest 

0.9 1.0 0.8 0.9 0.5 * 1.0 ** 1.1 0.3 

*    Counts not done due to Covid-19 restrictions. 
**  No complete count. 
 
Of two plots counted at North Sutor in 2023 and 2024, the number of AON decreased by 43%, from 
115 to 65.  On Canna, the number of AON was down in comparison to the last few years and the 
productivity declined severely. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: Widely reported from all coastlines in Summer, the highest counts 
were 1500 at Handa Island on 14 June and Tarbat Ness with around 1250 on 29 June; the first 
juveniles were noted there on 20 July. In July, 300 were counted at Neist Point and at least 500 at 
Kilmory and Shamhnan Insir, Rum on 22 August.  September counts were generally low, but 
counts of at least 400 were made in Broadford Bay and off Raasay on 10 September. Low counts 
persisted through October, but November saw at least 1000 logged between Mallaig and Eigg on 6 
November. On 7 December, the highest number recorded was 700 at Broadford Bay.  
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Sabine’s Gull Xema sabini 
Scarce migrant. 
 
Spring/Summer/Autumn: The first Spring record since 2019 was a single bird at Neist Point on 
13 May. At Strathy Point, an adult was seen on 22 August, an adult and juvenile on 30 August and a 
juvenile again on 9 September. One was at Corran on 30 August and, finally, two were logged at 
Portree on 12 September.   
 

 
Sabine’s Gull © Dean MacAskill 

 
 

Bonaparte’s Gull Chroicocephalus philadelphia 
Vagrant. 
 
Winter/Spring: One adult at Brora on 20 and 21 January. 
 
Summer/Autumn: One adult was present in the Coul Links/Loch Fleet area between 12 October 
and 8 November. 
 
 

Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus   
Common, but rapidly declining breeder, now restricted mainly to Badenoch & 
Strathspey and Inverness District; common Winter visitor in Inner Moray Firth 
and becoming increasingly common elsewhere. 
 
Winter/Spring: The highest counts in January were at Fort William with 80 on 1 January, Portree, 
where ‘at least’ 80 were recorded on 2 January and 120 at Fodderty on 26 January. A total of 69 
were logged at Fort William on 14 February and the first large inland count was 160 at Balliefurth 
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on the River Spey on 18 February. Alturlie had 100 on 19 February and 200 were noted at the 
Beauly estuary on 29 February. Count numbers increased markedly from early March onwards, 
with a minimum of 110 at RSPB Udale Bay on 3 March and 120 at Loch Insh on the 4th. The peak 
count at Lynchat was at least 200 on 17 March and 500 were recorded at Easter and Wester Dalziel 
on 23 March.  
 
Breeding: A breeding colony of at least 270 was noted at a marsh north of Kingussie on 4 April. 
There were occupied nests at Lynchat and at least 300 birds on 3 May. At RSPB Insh Marshes,120 
birds and 16 apparently occupied nests were logged on 13 May. In total, 550 AONs were recorded 
from Lynchat as well as additional birds encountered on other surveys (see Table below).  A single 
occupied nest was seen at Boat of Garten on 16 May and by 7 July at least 100 birds were present, 
with many juveniles. Probable breeding birds were recorded at Spey Dam and at Lyngarrie in 
lower numbers than in previous years, possibly due to high water levels. Recently fledged chicks 
were seen at Achnahannet, Dava Moor and Easter Rynechkra. 
 
Pairs of Black-headed Gull breeding at Insh Marshes 2015–2024 

  2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Pairs 130 24 23 20 ^  * 0^ 17 13 550 

*   Counts not done due to Covid-19 restrictions. 
 ̂   Colony moved to off-reserve location. 

 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: August and September numbers were generally low; maximum 
counts were 172 at Alturlie on 15 August and 220 at Udale Bay on 17 September. In October, at 
least 200 were at Redcastle and in the west 80 in Loch Portree. The latter had 150 on 21 December 
and there were about 150 at Ardgour on 28 December. 
 
 

Mediterranean Gull Ichthyaetus melanocephalus   
Occasional passage visitor.  
 
Winter/Spring: An adult in non-breeding plumage was seen at Morefield on 3 February. 
 
Summer/Autumn: A single recorded in summer plumage at Loch na Cairidh on 9 July and one at 
Alturlie on 6 September continued the low number of records seen in 2023. 
 
 

Common Gull Larus canus   
Common and widespread breeder, may be declining; common Winter visitor, 
especially to Inner Moray Firth.  
 
Winter/Spring: Between January and March, counts in excess of 500 were recorded at  Easter and 
Wester Dalziel, Lochindorb and Fodderty. In April, the highest counts were at the Lochindorb 
breeding site, with 400 noted on April 12. Elsewhere, 99 were logged on the coast at Fort William 
on 8 April. 



 

104 

 

 
Breeding: Attempts were recorded at 37 locations, a higher number than in any of the preceding 
five years. Of these, confirmed breeding was recorded at 25 sites. Birds sitting on eggs were first 
recorded at Insh Marshes on 24 April and on the following day at Lochindorb, where at least 400 
birds were present. The first recently fledged chicks were seen at Dalchalmie, Strath of Kildonan 
on 1 June. 
 
Autumn/Winter: Counts in September and October were generally low, but 12 counts were in 
excess of 100. On 17 September, 650 were noted at Udale Bay and around 250 in Loch Portree on 
24 September. Numbers increased in October with 215 at Tarbat Ness on 9 October; numbers 
peaked in Loch Portree, with at least 500 on 20 October and there was an exceptional count in 
Ardersier Bay of 2500 on the same day, thought to be sheltering from stormy weather. Similar 
counts persisted at Loch Portree during November and through into December, with at least 600 
logged on 21 December. Elsewhere, the two highest counts in December were of 796 at Tarbat 
Ness on 8 December and around 250 at Edderton on 26 December. 
 
 

Herring Gull Larus argentatus   
Common breeder around coasts and on buildings; frequently encountered 
feeding inland. 
 
Winter/Spring: The highest counts were at Fort William with 600 on 1 January and at least 500 
at Portree recycling centre on 23 January. Inland, the highest count was about 200 at Loch Insh on 
the 20th. Counts of this magnitude decreased markedly in both February and March. The RAFOS 
Winter Duck survey recorded 203 at Kenmore on 1 February and, in the east the following day, 
250 were noted at Portmahomack.  On February 10, counts of 250 were logged at Dingwall. 
Ardmair recorded the highest count with 194 on 1 March. During April, counts of up to 200 
individuals were recorded at Dingwall, Inverness City Centre and Loch Eil.  
 
Breeding: Records of occupied nests or fledged young were recorded from 24 locations across all 
coastlines. 
 
Breeding productivity of Herring Gulls nesting on Canna 2015–2024 

  2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

AON 85 96 97 63 109 * 87 66 58 56 

Fledged 
young/nest 

0.7 0.9 1.2 1.1 1.4 * 1.4 ** 2.1 1.3 

*    Counts not done due to Covid-19 restrictions. 
**  Counts not done due to government restrictions. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: Six locations in June recorded counts exceeding 100; the maximum 
was 500 at Rosemarkie on 6 June. July showed a similar pattern; the highest count was 195 on the 
River Ness at Inverness on 31 July. Numbers increased in August, the highest counts were around 
220 at Mallaig on 6 August and about 450 at Duisky, Loch Eil on 9 August. September saw 500 
logged at Portmahomack on 5 September and 445 recorded at Portree on 7  September. A high 
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estimated count of 2000 during September was noted at Wilkhaven Farm, Tarbat Ness on the 11th.  
Counts were generally lower for the rest of the year, with maximum counts in the west of 430 at 
Fort William on 27 November and in the east, at Portmahomack, 300 on 14 November and about 
275 on 31 December. 
 
Herring x Glaucous Gull (Viking Gull) Larus argentatus x hyperboreus 
 
Single bird(s) were recorded at Ullapool on 25 March, and 25 August to 8 September. 
 
 

Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus   
Common breeder; uncommon far inland, but regularly found in Strathspey. 
 
Winter/Spring: The highest Winter counts were at the beginning of January, with around 100 at 
Fort William on 1 January and 29 at Portree on 2 January. The annual RAFOS Winter Duck survey 
on the north-west and north coasts logged generally low numbers, with a maximum of 17 at 
Gruinard Bay on 27 January. In February and March, maximum counts on west coast locations 
were Loch Portree with 21 on 19 February and 20 at Loch Gairloch. North and east coast maxima 
were 16 at the Kyle of Durness on 1 February and 20 at Udale Bay on 7 March, respectively. April 
and May showed a similar trend, but an exception was Brora, with 65 on 10 May. 
 
Breeding: Although there was widespread reporting of single birds in suitable habitat, pairs were 
noted in only four locations. Confirmed breeding was first recorded between Kinloch and Dibidil, 
Rum, with a nest containing eggs on 6 May. Nests with young or fledged chicks were noted at 
Portree on 24 June, Eilean nan Ron on 3 July and Tain on 8 July. 
 
Great Black-backed Gull breeding productivity on Canna 2015–2024 

  2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

AON 18 17 18 16 18 * 12 14 16 15 

Fledged 
young/AON 

0.9 1.3 1.4 0.5 0.8 * 1.5 ** 0.7 0.9 

 
*  Counts not done due to Covid-19 restrictions. 
** Counts not done due to government restrictions. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: Summer counts were low, except for around 50 noted at Loch Eil on 
9 August and 140 at Kylerhea the following day. Numbers picked up in Autumn, with at least 94 
counted at Kilmory and Shamhnan Insir, Rum and 72 at Red Point, both on 8 September. The 
highest October counts were 65 at Fort William on the 29th and at least 87 at Kilmory and 
Shamhnan Insir on the 30th. Counts trended downwards in November and December, but the year 
ended with 118 logged at Duisky, Loch Eil on 28 December. 
 
 

Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus   
Scarce Winter visitor; rare in Summer. 
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Winter/Spring: All reports were of unaged birds, unless otherwise stated. There were regular 
reports of a first-winter bird in the Portree area from 1 January to 8 April, suggesting that they may 
have been the same bird. January also saw singles reported from Loch Kishorn on the 10th and 
Udale Bay on the 13th. Further single sightings were at Castle Stuart, on 5 February, Ness Islands, 
Inverness on 21 February and Ullapool on 12 March. Two birds were noted at Loch Eil on April 5 
and singles at Kilmaluag Bay on 18 April, Tarbat Ness on 1 May and Fort George on 19 May. 
 
Autumn/Winter: There were records from Loch Broom on 16 September and 15 October. A 
second calendar year bird was noted at Fort William on 29 October and in December, a single was 
recorded at Loch Scresort, Rum on the 16th and 25th. 
 
 

Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus  
Uncommon local breeder; uncommon Spring and Autumn migrant; scarce in 
Winter. 
 
Winter/Spring:  On 1 January, five were logged at Caol, Fort William and two at Catlodge on the 
River Spey. There were five more records of one or two birds during the rest of the month. Low 
numbers continued in February; in March, the highest counts were six at both Loch Kinellan on the 
24th and Fort William on the 26th.  Counts increased in April from a wide spread of coastal and 
inland locations, these were in low single figures apart from 12 noted at both Kilmaluag and 
Kilmuir on the 7th and 15 at Insh Marshes on the 19th.  Notable records in May were 17 at 
Chanonry Point on the 5th, 23 in a ploughed field at Catlodge on the 6th, 41 at Cromarty on the 19th 
and 23 at Avoch on the 23rd.   
 
Breeding: Records of occupied nests or fledged young were recorded from 24 locations across all 
coastlines. 
 
Number of Lesser Black-backed Gulls breeding on Canna 2015–2024 

Number of 
AOT 

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

13 13 8 7 9 * 7 8 5 2 

* Counts not done due to Covid-19 restrictions. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: Counts during the Summer months were generally in low single 
figures. In June, the only large count was 20 at Keoldale, Kyle of Durness on 6 June. The highest July 
count was 20 at Lower Milovaig, Loch Pooltiel, on the 21st and, in August, 12 were noted at 
Inveroykel on the 18th and, at Catlodge, a count of 51 in a field included 13 juveniles on 26 August. 
The number of records declined markedly as Autumn progressed and there were no maximum 
counts exceeding five.  The final record of the year was of a single at Dingwall on 24 December.   
 
 

Iceland Gull Larus glaucoides   
Scarce Winter visitor; rare in Summer. 
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Winter/Spring/Summer: All reports were of single, unaged birds unless otherwise stated. Where 
multiple records occurred at a single location over a period of several weeks, these may refer to the 
same bird unless plumage details were recorded to allow separation of individuals. The first record 
in was at Portree on 1 January.  On 8  January, birds were reported at Fiunary, Sound of Mull and an 
adult at Fort William. Two were logged on 12 January, a first-winter at Ullapool and an adult at 
Kinloch, Rum. The RAFOS Winter Duck survey noted one at Gairloch on 29 January. An adult was 
present at Ardmair on 6 February. Spring reports were sparse, with records at Tarbat Ness of a 
second calendar year on 4 March and Helmsdale on 29 March. In April, there was a record from 
Garbh Eilean, Loch Sunart on 16 April and at Tarbat Ness on 4-13 May. Summer records occurred 
at Lower Milovaig, Loch Pooltiel, where a juvenile was logged on 11 June, a second calendar year 
at Skelbo 21-23 June and finally at Portree on 13 August. 
 
Autumn/Winter: Early Autumn saw records at Broadford Bay and Eilean Donan Castle on 16 

September. In October, there were records of an adult at Applecross on 3 October and at Staffin Bay 
on 19 October. The sole November record was an adult in Staffin Bay on the19th.  Records picked 
up in December with adults at Portree 3-21st and Kinloch, Rum on the 14th. In the second half of 
the month, there were records from Kyleakin, Ardmair and Loch Kerry and, finally, a first-winter 
at Loch Eil on the 28th.  
 
(Kumlien’s Gull) Larus glaucoides ‘kumlieni’ 
 
Winter/Spring/Autumn An adult of this subspecies was present at Helmsdale from 5 January to 
21 April and returned on 29 November. A second calendar year bird was recorded at Brora 
between 29 February and 27 April. 
 
 

Long-tailed Skua Stercorarius longicaudus  
Scarce migrant, mainly in Autumn on north coast and in Inner Moray Firth. 
 
Spring/Summer: Singles were noted at Embo on 25 June and 27 August.   On 28 August, one was 
present at Tarbat Ness.  Two records in September, again both of singles, involved sightings at 
Strathy Point on the north coast on 9  September and at Point of Stoer in the west on 26 September.  
These sparse records continue to highlight the apparent long-term decline in Highland records of 
this enigmatic species. 
  
 

Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus   
Scarce local breeder in north and west; regular migrant in small numbers, 
mainly in Autumn. 
 
Spring: There were five late April records.  A single was noted at Embo on 27 April and further 
records, of up to three, stemmed from Fortrose, Tarbat Ness and Dornoch Point.  May saw a 
considerable increase in records, to 30, from all coasts, the majority being of single individuals.  
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However, eight were at Cape Wrath at the end of the month.  There were no inland records.  These 
dates again reflect the arrival pattern of the past 16 years. 
 
Breeding:  On Handa, there was a total of 13 AON, along with three non-breeding territories, the 
lowest number in the past five years.  Reasons for this decline may be due to the lack of resource 
availability and poor fish migration this year, as well as being outcompeted for territory space in 
comparison to Great Skuas. 
 
Summer/Autumn:  Six were at Brora on 4 June and four at Whiteness Head on 11 June, in both 
cases presumably attracted by nearby nesting terns.  Ten were logged at Cape Wrath ranges on 5 
July.   On Skye, six were at Neist Point on two dates in the latter part of July.  Five were logged at 
Coul Links in early August and a good count of 16 was made at Strathy Point on 22 August, with 
ten still there at month’s end.  Interestingly, four Arctic and a single Pomarine Skua were noted, 
working as a pack, chasing incoming terns in the Chanonry Point area on 29 August.  Unusually 
high counts, of up to 40 on Skye on 10 September and 20 at Strathy Point on the following day, 
indicated a substantive migratory movement.  Nine were at Embo on 20 October.   
 
 

Pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus  
Uncommon migrant, mainly in Autumn in Inner Moray Firth; rare in Winter. 
 
Summer/Autumn: A single was noted at Loch Fleet on 10 June and three were reported from 
Skelbo six days later.  Singles were at Handa on 6 August and at Brora on 10 August.  Two were on 
the north coast at Strathy on the 22nd.  At month’s end, singles were at Chanonry Point and in The 
Minch.  Several records on 10 and 11 September registered up to three individuals at locations on 
Skye.  An adult in full plumage was noted at Tarbat Ness on 14 September, with records of singles 
at this time coming also from the Black Isle, Milton of Culloden, Cromarty and Stoer Head.  Two 
notable October records involved two at Brora and three at Embo.  Two were logged at Strathy 
Point on 11 November and singles were noted at Tarbat Ness on 30 November and 1 December. 
The June records are unusual, but there was no re-occurrence of the large counts made in Autumn 
2023. 
 
 

Great Skua Stercorarius skua   
Uncommon, but increasing local breeder in north and west; regular migrant in 
small numbers, mainly in Autumn. 
 
Winter/Spring: Four were logged in Loch Gairloch on 26 March, a relatively early date.   During 
the first half of April, up to three were noted at five locations in the west, with a single also present 
in the east at Embo.   A higher count of seven was recorded at Portree on 23 April.  The total of 36 
reports in May were again mainly from the west, with only four stemming from Tarbat Ness and 
Embo.   Unusually, six were at Gairloch on 17 June.    
 
Breeding:   Successful breeding, involving up to 20 individuals, was noted on Eilean nan Ron from 
mid-June.  On Handa, 71 AOTs were noted, a slight decrease from 2023.  The Highly Pathogenic 



 

109 

 

Avian Influenza outbreak in 2022 has resulted in a population loss of 74% from 2018, with little 
sign of a return to previously high population sizes. No records of Avian Influenza were reported 
during the season.  Overall productivity on Handa was noted at 0.67 chicks per nest,  down from 
the 0.8 chicks per nest in 2023, although above the long term average of 0.59 since monitoring 
began in 2003. 

 
Summer/Autumn:  The 75 reports in this period were well distributed around the west, north 
and east coasts.  In mid-August, 10 were noted on Skye and 11 at Strathy Point.   In the east, four 
were logged at Tarbat Ness at the end of August.  During September, similar counts of up to 14 
continued to be made in the Minch, Strathy Point and on Skye.  Numbers diminished at the end of 
the month, with the final report being of a single off Skye on 7 October.  These reduced figures 
continued to be a cause for concern. 
 
 

Puffin Fratercula arctica   
Locally common breeder; uncommon away from breeding areas and scarce in 
Winter. 
 
Winter/Spring: Singles were noted at Melvich on 29 January and at Portmahomack on 19 
February.  Seven were logged at Neist Point, Skye in late April.  Far more regular reports began in 
early May, with the great majority from the north and west coasts.  37 were noted in the Minch on 
17 May.   A high count of 269 was made at Cape Wrath ranges on 29 May.  In the east, singles were 
irregularly reported from Tarbat Ness and Portmahomack.   
 
Breeding:  On Handa, there were no all-island counts of AOTs this year.  However, 36 individuals 
were noted on 18 May, although casual observations made later in the year suggest that numbers 
were somewhat higher than this.  Despite this, there has been a long term decline in numbers seen 
on Handa from the total of over 700 in 2001. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter:   On Skye, 200 were noted at Neist Point in mid-July.  In the east, seven 
were at Helmsdale in mid-August.  Small numbers were present at Strathy Point until mid-
November. 
 
 

Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle   
Breeds in small numbers round most of the Highland coast; scarce offshore, 
away from breeding areas in Winter. 
 
Of the 675 submitted BirdTrack records only 15 were of double figures and only 55 were from the east 
coast, primarily from Tarbat Ness. 
 
Winter/Spring: High counts in January, of up to 20 individuals, were from Broadford Bay.  Into 
February, 16 were at Kenmore, Loch Torridon and eight at Ullapool.  Six were logged at Ardmair in 
early March and also at Gruinard Bay at the end of the month.   April saw 11 near Tongue, seven at 
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Loch Linnhe and 14 at Tarbat Ness at month’s end.  Generally these records present slightly lower 
numbers than in previous years. 
 
Breeding: AOSs were noted at Ardgour, Lochaber on 7 July, with a juvenile noted there in mid-
August. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: The majority of the 270 records, continuing to year’s end, were of 
single figures from the west coast.  East coast reports stem from Cromarty, Tarbat Ness, Brora and 
Helmsdale.  Eight were at Strathy Point in July and 12 were noted at Portmahomack at the end of 
this month.   Again reported numbers are generally lower than in the past five years. 
 
 

Razorbill Alca torda   
Breeding colonies mostly on north and west coasts; common offshore, but less 
so in Winter. 
 
Winter/Spring: The 40 records in January and February were dominated by larger counts of up 
to 40, in Broadford Bay, Skye.  In the east, there were smaller counts, encompassing Inverness to 
Brora.  Increased numbers were recorded in March, with 550 at Tarbat Ness and 150 at Chanonry 
Point.  These increases reflect the pattern of previous years.   About 200 were logged on the north 
coast at Melvich in mid-May.  Two counts of 1000+ were made at separate locations near Durness 
on 17 May.  The highest count at Tarbat Ness was 400, considerably less than in previous years.  In 
the Inner Moray Firth, c.200 were at Whiteness Head in mid-June. 
 
Breeding: On Canna, 301 nests with eggs or young were recorded, well down from the 520 noted 
in the peak year of 1985.   On Handa, an all-island count on breeding cliffs on 9 July recorded 11,441 
individuals, a higher count than in previous years. 
 
 Razorbill breeding productivity at North Sutor 2015–2024 

  
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Number of 
young per egg 
laid 

0.7 0.2 0.2 0.5 0.4 * 0.7 0.7 ** 0.3 

*   Counts not done due to Covid-19 restrictions. 
** Counts not done due to Avian Influenza restrictions. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter:  There were regular three-figure reports from ferries in the Minch.  
60 were noted at Chanonry Point at the end of August and, in the west, 292 were logged at Stoer 
Point at the end of September.  Regular counts at Tarbat Ness peaked at 250 in early October, 
much reduced from 3500 logged in 2022. 
 
 

Little Auk Alle alle   
Usually scarce, but occasionally common Winter visitor. 
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Winter/Spring: A single was noted, by the RAF Ornithological Society, in Gruinard Bay in January. 
 
Autumn/Winter: A single was noted in the Minch on 8 November. A single was at Dornoch on 22 
November and four were nearby at Brora on the following day.  Two were noted at Golspie on 28 
November with a single at Helmsdale two days later.   
 
 

Guillemot Uria aalge    
Common breeder in large colonies, mostly on north and west coasts; common 
offshore, but less so in Winter. 
 
Winter/Spring: The 45 January and February records, of small numbers, came from Easter Ross, 
the north and west coasts, Skye and Rum.  20 were off Brora in late February.   Larger counts in 
March include 86 at Tarbat Ness, 40 at Gairloch and 50 at Melvaig.  The larger counts from Tarbat 
Ness in previous years were not repeated until 1000 were noted there on 4 May.  Nearby, 300 were 
off Brora in the following week.  In the north west, 2000 were logged in the Cape Wrath area in 
mid-May.   A count of 8399 was made in this area on 29 May, presumably related to the 
unmonitored breeding in the area.  A large count of almost 3000 was made off Dornoch, with 400 
also noted off Chanonry Point, in the latter part of May. 
 
Breeding: On Handa, the count of 2637 individuals in the ten study blocks was similar to the 2023 
count.  Mean productivity was 0.74 fledglings per AON, indicating again a constant increase over 
the previous four years.   However, on Canna, only 174 breeding birds were registered, the lowest 
total in ten years.  Calling juveniles were noted at Tarbat Ness in mid-September. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: Away from breeding colonies, reported numbers fell significantly in 
this period, with the exceptions of 200 at Chanonry Point on 6 June, 400 at Tarbat Ness at the end 
of June and 60 at Stoer in July.  Two counts of three figures came from ferries in the Minch.  Single 
figure counts from all areas continued until the year’s end. 
 
 

Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata     
Uncommon breeder; locally common offshore, especially in Autumn.  
 
Winter/Spring: The first records were on 1 January, with eight from Portmahomack and four 
from Rum. There were 475 records from BirdTrack in this period, compared to 526 last year. The 
highest count was 124 from Embo on 23 February. There were regular counts in the north, with a 
high of 15 from Balnakeil on 25 May. Inland, there was a single bird on Loch Insh on 4 March and 
two birds on Loch Laide, Abriachan on 20 March. From Eigg, there were several sightings 
throughout the first half of the year around Laig and Galmisdale. 
 
Breeding: There were few breeding records on BirdTrack this season. An interesting observation, 
on 24 March, was of a single bird arriving on a suitable breeding loch in Kyle, Lochalsh on the same 
day as a Black-throated Diver. In Lochaber, a pair in breeding plumage were noted on 9 April. A 
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calling bird was reported in Wester Ross on 20 April. The following observations were from 
Inverness district: two birds calling on July 6; the first chick of the year on July 7; one adult with two 
chicks on 19 July; and two adults with two juveniles on 6 August. On Eigg, two pairs of breeding 
birds were present in June, with both observed sitting on nests.  However, only one fledgling was 
recorded. On Handa, there were four AON, but single fledglings were only recorded at two.  
 
Breeding pairs and breeding success on Rum, 2015-2024 

  
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Breeding 
pairs 

11 12 20 18 19 * 19 12 18 16 

Number 
fledged chicks 

8 10 15 17 13 * 17 10 11 12 

Fledged 
chicks per 
pair 

0.73 0.83 0.75 0.94 0.68 * 0.89 0.83 0.61 0.75 

*   Counts not done due to Covid-19 restrictions. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: There were regular small counts around the coastline in this period. 
Seven birds were observed at Udale Bay on 1 November and eight were seen off Strathy Point on 
11 November. Other notable records were of 34 birds at Tarbat Ness on 8 December and 10 at 
Loch Ainort, Skye on 10 December.  The highest count was of 42 birds off Embo on 30 December.  
WeBS counts for the Moray Firth totalled 14 in October and 27 in December. 
 
 

Black-throated Diver Gavia arctica     
Uncommon breeder in north and west; locally common offshore, especially on 
west coast. 
 
Winter/Spring: There were 262 records on BirdTrack for the period, up from 200 last year. The 
first record was of 15 birds from Little Gruinard on 4 January. Most double-figured records for the 
year were from the west, with a high of 45 birds at Naast, Wester Ross. In the east, the highest 
record was of eight birds from Coul Links on 26 April. Nine were recorded at Gairloch on 12 May. 
Seven birds were counted in the February WeBS for the Moray Firth. 
 
Breeding/Summer: A pair was observed moving inland in Lochalsh on 24 March.  A pair were 
observed in Lochaber on 27 March and single birds in breeding plumage were noted in Badenoch 
& Strathspey on 30 March and in Inverness district on 3 April. Display behaviour was noted in 
Wester Ross on 20 April and, at Glen Strathfarrar, three birds were fighting and vocalising on 4 
May. There was successful breeding in June in Badenoch & Strathspey; this included two chicks on 
7 June and three single chicks in other locations. In Lochaber, on 2 July, an adult was seen with a 
Great Northern Diver and they flew off together. On 1 August, a juvenile was seen with adults in 
Inverness district, and on 7 August there were two juveniles with an adult in Sutherland. 
 
Autumn/Winter: Higher counts were from Wester Ross, with 18 at Applecross,  on 19 September, 
13 off Gruinard Bay and 13 off  Gairloch in October. In Sutherland, 14 were noted off Embo on 4 
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November and, at Dornoch on 26 December, 13 were observed in a single raft far offshore. The 
highest count for the period was over 20 from Strath, Gairloch on 30 December.  
 
 

Great Northern Diver Gavia immer      
Has bred; locally common offshore, especially on west coast, but scarce in 
Summer. 
 
Winter/Spring: There were 404 records in BirdTrack in this period from around the coastline, 
with ten birds observed on 1 January from Kinloch and Loch Scresort, Rum.  The highest count was 
40 at Loch nan Ceall, Lochaber on 4 May. Other notable records were: 13 at Broadford Bay, Skye 
on 6 January; 26 at Loch Ewe, Wester Ross on 30 January; 20 at Eriboll, Sutherland on 30 January; 
26 at Ashaig, Skye on 12 March; and 24  at Loch Brittle, Skye on 13 May. Two were counted in the 
Moray Firth WeBS for January. 
 
Summer/Breeding: There were 27 single-figure records around the coast in the Summer. Three 
birds were seen on 11 July at Morar on the west coast and three birds from Melness on the north 
coast. There were no successful breeding records. However, one bird in breeding plumage was 
recorded from Wester Ross on 22 April; two from Sutherland on 10 May; three calling from Easter 
Ross on 18 May and two birds were calling and behaving as a pair at Wester Ross on 23 July. There 
was also an adult with a Black-throated Diver in Sutherland on 19 July.  
 
Autumn/Winter: The highest count for the period was 28 birds from Sand, Wester Ross on 4 
November. Ten were recorded in Sutherland on 2 September; 15 from Camusdarach, Lochaber on 
4 November; and 15 from Melness, Sutherland on 14 November. December saw only single-figure 
records around the coastline, with the last record of three birds from Rum, and Lochaber on 31 
December. 
 
 

White-billed Diver Gavia adamsii    
Scarce migrant and Winter visitor. 
 
Winter/Spring: Single(s) were off Brora on 10-11 May and off Embo on 15 May.  
 
Summer: There were two records of a single bird from Brora on 17 June. 
 
Autumn/Winter: An adult was observed from Strathy Point on 11 November. 
 
 

Storm Petrel Hydrobates pelagicus     
Locally common breeder in north and west; uncommon migrant elsewhere. 
 
Spring/Summer/Autumn/Winter: There were 40 records this year, down from 67 last year.   
The first birds were seen from Lochaber and Wester Ross on 26 June. The Ullapool-Stornoway 
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ferry had a high of 40 on 31 August, compared to 175 on 2 September the previous year. On the 
Uig-Lochmaddy ferry, 20 were seen on 31 August. In the east, three were seen from Brora on 10 
July and two from Helmsdale on 12 August. In August and September, there were four single-figure 
records from Strathy Point, Sutherland. The last sighting of the year was of two birds from the 
Ullapool-Stornoway ferry on 13 October. 
 
Breeding: The highest counts were taken during a week of observation and ringing in Sutherland, 
where 130 were ringed on 8 July and 30 were recorded purring on the evening of 9 July.  
 
 

Leach's Petrel Oceanodroma leucorhoa     
Scarce migrant offshore (rare inland), mainly in Autumn. 
 
Summer/Autumn: There were 8 records of a single bird this year with six of them from Strathy 
Point, Sutherland between 30 August and 11 September. One bird was noted from the Uig-
Lochmaddy ferry on 31 August and the final observation was from the Ullapool-Stornoway ferry 
on 13 October. 
 
 

Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis      
Once a common breeder, there have been serious declines since the mid-1990s; 
common offshore, but uncommon in late Autumn and Winter. 

 
Winter/Spring: The first count of the year was of 27 birds from Brora on 2 January. In Sutherland, 
83 were spotted from Melvich on 29 January, 40 from Neave Island on 31 January and 40 from 
Durness on 1 February. 100 were observed from Neist Point on 19 May and over 130 from Cape 
Wrath on 30 May.  In the east,  the first sighting from Tarbat Ness was of a single bird on 4 March 
and 15 were observed from Brora on 4 March. The highest count was over 200 from Handa on 27 
May. 
 
Breeding: At Neist Point, of 100 pairs which nested, only six nests produced a chick. 12 birds were 
observed nesting on Mealt Falls cliffs near Portree. On Handa, the mean productivity across all 
occupied sites (AOS) in 2024 was 0.35, making it the highest average productivity since 2019. The 
mean number of AOS was 78.2 showing a decrease of 22.32% from 2023. This follows the decline 
in Fulmar AOS since 2017 and is the lowest number of AOS recorded on the island. Also on Handa, 
the first egg was recorded on 25 May and the first chick on 10 July; similar dates to previous years. 
On Canna, there were 17 nesting Fulmar. There were no successful breeders this year, the first 
since monitoring began in 1969. 
 
Counts of breeding Fulmar on Isle of Canna 2015-2024 
 

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 
Peak  

(year) 

Northern 
Fulmar  

174 192 180 151 127 * 75 59 19 17 
669 

(1977) 

* No count due to Covid. 
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At North Sutor, only seven pairs nested at the extended Plot 1 site and six at the Plot 2 site. No chicks 
were reared in either plot. 
 
Breeding productivity of Fulmar selected species at North Sutor, 2016-2024 

Northern 
Fulmar 

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

0.05 0.1 0 0 * 0.1 ** 0 0 

*    No count due to Covid. 
**  No data. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: The highest count for the period was 561 birds from Helmsdale on 
12 August. This falls far short of the highs of 1484 in 2023 and 4000 in 2022. The final count of the 
year was of 20 birds from Neist Point, Sutherland on 26 December. 
 
 

Fea's/Desertas Petrel Pteroderma feae/deserta     
Vagrant. 
 
Autumn: There was one record of a single bird from Strathy Point on 9 September. 
 
 

Cory’s Shearwater Calonectris borealis   
Rare visitor. 
 
Summer: Two birds were seen off Lub Score, Skye on 20 August.  
 

 
Sooty Shearwater Ardenna grisea 
Uncommon, although occasionally numerous  offshore in late Summer and 
Autumn; rare in Spring. 
 
Summer/Autumn: There were 41 sightings this year, from July until November. Many of the 
notable records were from Strathy Point, Sutherland:  the first record was of 4 on 30 July, 26 on 8 
August, 51 on 30 August, the highest count of 211 on 9 September, and the last count of the year of 
24 on 11 November. Elsewhere, three were seen from the Ullapool-Stornoway ferry on 6 August, 
13 from Helmsdale on 12 August, 43 from Stoer Lighthouse on 11 September and five from Brora 
on 7 October. 
 
 

Great Shearwater Ardenna gravis     
Autumn migrant/vagrant, increasingly seen as a result of an increase in sea 
watching  from CalMac ferries. 
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Autumn/Winter: There were 23 individuals seen from Faraid Head on 11 November and one in 
Highland waters in The Minch on 24 November. 
 
 

Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus   
Locally abundant breeder in the Small Isles, with Rum holding one of the largest 
colonies, globally; commonly seen offshore, west and east, but rare in Winter. 
 
Spring/Summer: The first sightings were of 300 birds from Ardnamurchan, Lochaber on 30 
March. Four were seen from Suisnish, Skye on 14 April and the first sightings in the east were of 20 
from Embo, Sutherland on 15 May. In Lochaber, rafts of 1500 were seen from Eigg on 1 June, 
around 2000 were noted from Acharacle, on 3 June and the highest count was 3500 from 
Ardnamurchan on 6 July. Counts in the west were reduced in August, with highs of 400 from 
Ardnamurchan on the 3rd and 157 from the Canna to Muck ferry on the 31st. In Sutherland, 745 
were observed from Helmsdale on 12 August and 3000 from Strathy Point on 30 August. A count 
of 320 was made off Tarbat Ness on 28 August. 
 
Breeding: The first records were of a series of 67 nocturnal flight calls recorded on Rum from 
March until October.  Around six birds were heard on 29 March, with a high of 18 on 7 May. The 
last flight call, from a single bird, was recorded on 3 October. On Eigg, there were worryingly low 
records of nocturnal calls, with the first birds recorded on 5 April and last on 12 September.  
 
Autumn/Winter:  The highest counts were of about 20 birds from the Ullapool-Stornoway ferry 
on 8 September and 16 from Brothers Point, Skye on 15 September. Nine birds were seen off 
Strathy Point on 11 November and the last one was seen from Tarbat Ness on 14 December. Last 
year, the final bird was seen on 19 October. 
 

 
Balearic Shearwater Puffinus mauretanicus   
Very scarce late Summer/Autumn migrant.   
 
Summer: A single bird was recorded from Embo on 27 August. 
 
 

Gannet Morus bassanus   
Generally common offshore, but scarce in Winter. 
 
Winter/Spring/Summer: There were 736 records from BirdTrack for the period, with the 
majority being from the east coast. The first record was of 25 birds from Brora on 2 January. The 
highest count was over 500 from Portmahomack on 4 August. About 200 birds were spotted from 
Chanonry on 25 May and there were regular counts from Tarbat Ness, with a high of 150 on 24 
August. In the north and west, there were sporadic single-figure observations from  January until 
April. Higher counts were from Cape Wrath of 103 birds on 29 May, 20 from Broadford Bay on 20 
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July, and 60 from Lub Score, Skye on 20 August. The highest count from Ardnamurchan Point was 
of 20 birds on 24 August. There were two suspected casualties of Avian Influenza, both near 
Golspie, down from nine last year. It was reported from Eigg that numbers had still not recovered 
from the bird flu outbreak two years ago and a maximum of only 12 birds was counted in August. 
From Handa, a feeding flock of over 50 juveniles and adults was observed on 6 August. 
 
Autumn/Winter: The highest counts for the period were 750 birds from Kilmavuig, Skye on 10 
September and, from Tarbat Ness on 10 October, a good mix of 750 adult, juvenile and immature 
birds was observed. On 1 September, 50 were seen from the Mallaig-Lochboisdale ferry and 500 
from Portmahomack. On 10 September, over 300 were seen in the Sound of Raasay, Sconser. The 
final records for the year were of 48 birds from Embo on 16 December and of a single juvenile from 
Portmahomack on 28 December.  
 
 

Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo    
Breeding restricted to one large colony on Easter Ross and a few small 
colonies in north-west; common offshore, but scarcer inland. 
 
Winter/Spring: Amongst the records on the first day of the year were ten birds seen from 
Portmahomack, one from Kinloch and Loch Scresort, Rum, and two from the Kyle of Tongue, 
Sutherland. Inland, two were on Loch Insh, Badenoch & Strathspey on 2 January. Of the 705 
records from BirdTrack in this period, most were from the east coast, with the highest count being 
over 50 from Portmahomack on 2 February. Other notable records were nine from Onich, Fort 
William on 9 March and 17 from Handa on 15 May. There were fewer records of dead birds this 
year, with one from Brora on 26 January and two from Helmsdale on 31 January. WeBS counts for 
the Moray Firth totalled 156 for January and 168 for February. 
 
Breeding: Counts of nesting pairs at North Sutor had remained relatively stable since 2018, so the 
27% decline between 2023 and 2024 is very concerning (see below), while the breeding success 
of 2.3 young per nest was just above the long-term average of 2.2. 
 
Counts of nesting Cormorant AON at the North Sutor 

Cormorant AON 
 2016 2017 2018 2019 2021 2022 2023 2024 

 109 133 147 155 148 122 135 99 

 
Breeding productivity (young per nest) of Cormorant AON at North Sutor 

Cormorant AON 
2016 2017 2018 2019 2021  2022 2023 2024 

2.4 2.2 2.5 2.5 2.3  1.7 2.8 2.3 

 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: There were 828 records in this period on BirdTrack. The highest 
count was 48 birds from Tarbat Ness on 8 December.  In addition, 30 birds were seen at Eilean nan 
Ron on 7 July, 36 from Skelbo on 30 August, and 12 from Stromeferry on 17 September. On Handa, 
two or three adults were observed and on Eigg, two to four were observed throughout the season. 
On the last day of the year, a single bird was observed on Kinloch/Loch Scresort, Rum and also on 
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Loch Duntelchaig, Inverness District.  WeBS counts for the Moray Firth totalled 258 in October and 
200 in December. 
 
 

European Shag Gulosus aristotelis     
Locally common coastal breeder; common offshore. 
 
Winter/Spring: The year’s first record was of two birds from Portmahomack on 1 January.  The 
highest counts in the period were 125 on 4 March from Tarbat Ness, Easter Ross; 109 from Rubha 
Mor, Wester Ross on 30 January; 50 from Ashaig, Skye on 8 February; over 74 from Stoer, 
Sutherland on 4 May;  and over 100 from Raffin, Lochinver on 11 May. A notable observation was 
of one killed by an Otter on Rum on 27 January. There was only one death reported of suspected 
Avian Influenza. WeBS totals for January for the Moray Firth were  82 in January and 81 in 
February. 
 
Breeding: At the North Sutor, no complete counts were done this year, but areas counted in 2023 
and 2024 showed a dramatic 58% decline in nests from 151 to 63. Severe early Winter storms led 
to a high mortality of Shags, triggering the decline. 
 
Counts of nesting pairs of Shag at the North Sutor 

Shag AON 
2016 2017 2018 2019 2021 2022 2023 2024 

134 143 143 171 205 227 219 nc 

nc  = No count. 
 
The breeding success of Shags at North Sutor was assessed in the 36 monitored plots, giving a mean 
of 1.8 young fledged per nest, above the long-term average of 1.4 young fledged per nest. 
 
Breeding productivity of Shag at North Sutor 

Shag AON 

2016 2017 2018 2019 2021 2022 2023 2024 

1.5 1.3 1.2 1.1 1.8 1.6 1.7 1.8 

 
On Canna, the count of Apparently Occupied Nests (AON) fell from 459 in 2023 to only 187, the 
lowest count since 2015, and a large decline from the peak count of 1753 in 1984.  Breeding success 
at 0.1 was also the lowest since 2015. 
 
Counts of breeding Shag on Canna 2015-2024 

European 
Shag 

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2021 2022 2023 2024 

336 290 301 280 440 437 nc 459 187 

nc = No count. 
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 Breeding success of Shag on Canna 2015-2024 

European 
Shag  

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2021 2022 2023 2024 

1.7 1.8 1.3 1.2 1.6 1.9 nc 1.6 0.1 

nc = No count. 
 
Successful breeding was reported on Eigg this year. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: The highest count of the period was 420 birds from Altandhu, Wester 
Ross,  on 31 August, followed by 174 from Sleat, Skye on 3 October. This contrasts sharply with last 
year's high counts of 1014 in October and 767 on 31 December.  Other notable counts were 120 
from Gairloch on 1 October and 150 from Fort George on 26 November. Chanonry Point, which 
had regular three-figure counts in 2023, had a high of only 12 birds on 21 October. On 11 
December, of 22 birds seen from Tarbat Ness, one had a full crest - a sign of late or early breeding? 
WeBS totals for the Moray Firth were 96 in October and 101 in December. 
 
 

Little Egret Egretta garzetta   
Scarce, but increasing visitor, mainly in Spring and Autumn. 
 
Winter/Spring/Summer/Winter: There were 29 records this year compared to nine last year. 
Apart from three birds observed in Bunchrew, Inverness on 29 October, all were single birds in 
Lochaber and Skye. A bird was first seen in Invercaimbe, Arisaig on 7 January, then twice in Skye 
on 8 January, and again in Arisaig on 12 and 13 January. A single bird was seen in Fort William on 
13 February, on Canna on 22 April and in Arisaig on 10 and 11 May. The next sighting was not until 
1 September in Skye, where there were multiple sightings around Isleornsay (and once at Storr 
Lochs) until 25 September. From 5 December, there was again a bird on Isle Ornsay, Skye which 
remained for the whole month. One bird was also seen in Arisaig on 14 December.  
 
 

Great White Egret Ardea alba     
Rare visitor. 
 
Winter/Spring/Summer: This period had 26 records of single birds. The first was the 
overwintering Dingwall bird with sightings from 6 to 27 January. At Loch Insh, a bird was observed 
from 10 May until 13 May and one was also seen in Kensaleyre and Breakish, Skye from 12 to 15 
May. There was a record at Loch Osgaig and Achnahaird, Ullapool, Wester Ross on 24 May and at 
Acharacle, Lochaber on 31 May. On 11 June, there was a sighting at Nigg Bay. 
 
Autumn/ Winter: There were 76 records of singles in this period. Most of the observations are 
from four districts: Skye, Lochaber, Easter Ross and Badenoch & Strathspey. Records from Skye 
were in September, November and December. Additional records were from Loch Eye, Easter Ross 
in October, November and December; from Acharacle, Lochaber in October; and from Loch Insh, 
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Badenoch & Strathspey, in October and November. In addition, a bird was spotted in Rum on 14 
October and Strathconon on 6 November. 
 

 
            Purple Heron © Richard Turner 

 
Purple Heron Ardea purpurea     
Vagrant. 
 
Spring: One bird was observed on Muck, Lochaber on 16 April. 
 
 

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea     
Locally common breeder; commonly encountered in most areas. 
 
Winter/Spring: There were multiple sightings from around the Highlands on the first day of the 
year, mostly of single birds, but three were noted in Bayfield, Skye and three in Kyle of Tongue, 
Sutherland. The highest records were 18 from Milton of Culloden on 28 May, 17 from Heast, Skye, 
on 25 January and 13 from Dornie on 13 February. WeBS counts for the Moray Firth were 35 in 
January and 58 in February. 
 
Breeding: Nest sites were observed in Tain on 2 March, Garbh Eilean, Lochaber on 31 March and 
Fort William on 10 April. Occupied nests were monitored in Easter Ross (see below). At Hilton of 
Cadboll, Easter Ross on 11 June, there was a recently fledged juvenile, and one juvenile was 
observed at Newport, Berriedale on 1 July. On Eigg, this year saw breeding success from a pair 
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nesting in the community woodlands, the first for approximately 20 years. Occupied nests were 
counted at Easter Ross, see below. 
 
Easter Ross Heronry Counts 2015-2024 

 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Clashmore 13 16 13 13 16 0 0 0 0 0 

North Cadboll 6 5 2 0 0 0 - - - - 

Tarrel - - - - - 8 9 11 5 6 

Hilton of Cadboll 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 3 5 7 

Arabella 16 17 17 23 18 22 17 11 12 9 

Dalmore 14 10 12 12 9 15 15 17 18 18 

Tain - - - - - - - - 0 2 

 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: The highest count for the period was 17 from Seafield, Inverness on 
15 October. 13 were seen at Poolewe, Wester Ross on 22 July and 11 at Merkinch, Inverness on 29 
August. Nine birds were seen from Mouth of Lochy (Lochaber) on 20 September. The last record 
was of seven birds from Hilton of Cadboll on 31 December. WeBS counts for the Moray Firth were 
93 in October and 49 in December.  
 
 

Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus 
Rare migrant, returning former breeder  
 
Two pairs bred at an undisclosed site, two fledged chicks seen near one nest-site. Birds were 
known to be present over the period 25 June – 20 August.  A welcome return of a former breeder.  
 
 

Osprey Pandion haliaetus    
Uncommon, but increasing Summer visitor and breeder in east; scarce 
elsewhere. 
 
Spring/Summer/Autumn: There were 572 BirdTrack records submitted, just short of last year’s 
count (583). The first record was at Fort William on 10 March. A second record of a bird at 
Drummond, Inverness, on 14 March, and was followed by a further fifteen records until the end of 
March, all at or near to known breeding locations. The peak month for records was April (114) and 
May (193), including northerly records from Bettyhill on 11 May, Durness on 29 May and also on 
20 August.  Thereafter, the number of sightings dropped markedly – June (84), with July records 
showing a decrease (66), as did August (73). There was an increase in sightings on Skye: on 19 May 
near Portree; Tomore, 24 May; Breakish on 27 July and 23 August. Unusually, there were no 
records beyond August. Westerly sightings were at Arisaig on 15 June and at Applecross on 1 
August. 
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Breeding: Despite there being an increase in sites monitored with pairs present compared with 
2023, there was a slight decrease in the number of young fledged. Breeding success was 
maintained to a similar level as 2023, but the average brood size showed a decrease from 2.03 to 
1.7 per successful nest. 
 
Osprey breeding success in Highland 2024  

 Pairs present 
Pairs laying 

eggs 
Pairs fledging 

young 
Minimum no. 
young fledged 

Sutherland 31 29 27 50 

Inverness 19 19 14 17 

Badenoch & Strathspey 9 9 7 13 

Ross-shire 26 25 24 43 

Lochaber 6 6 4 7 

TOTAL 91 88 76 130 

 
 

Honey-buzzard Pernis apivorus 
Scarce Summer visitor and breeder. 
 
Spring/Summer: Two BirdTrack records in this period were from locations in the vicinity of 
previous breeding sites.  
 
Breeding: More sites were checked than in 2023. At least four pairs were seen, along with a 
minimum of 13 singles. There was a marked decrease in nesting success. 
 
Honey-buzzard Breeding Success in Highland 2024 

 Sites checked Sites occupied 
Breeding 

confirmed 
Minimum 

young fledged 

Sutherland 2 1 0 0 

Inverness 11 9 1 1 

Badenoch & Strathspey 3 2 0 0 

Ross-shire 6 5 0 0 

Lochaber 2 0 0 0 

TOTAL 24 17 1 1 

 
 

Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos     
Widespread but scarce resident, mainly in the uplands. 
 
Winter/Spring/Summer/Autumn/Winter: A total of 597 BirdTrack records were received, an 
increase on 2023 (572). The majority of these records were of single birds or sometimes of two, 
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but on 28 occasions three were seen together, on five occasions four, on one occasion five and one 
other six. Most of these multi-bird records occurred in the late Summer and Autumn and as usual, 
many of the records were from Strathdearn. Some were confirmed as an adult or pair with 
juveniles and were likely family groups. On 14 occasions between 27 January and 5 March, satellite-
tagged birds were observed in different parts of Badenoch & Strathspey. 
 
Breeding: The table below summarises results from across the Highland region.  The number of 
sites monitored was greater than in 2023, but a similar number of pairs were successful with an 
average outcome for successful pairs of 1.04 young fledged. 
 
Golden Eagle breeding success in Highland 2024 

 Nest sites 
monitored 

Pairs 
present 

Pairs laying 
Pairs  

successful 
Young 
fledged 

Skye 6 6 2 0 0 
Small Isles 6 6 2 1 1 
Sutherland  22 22 13 12 9 
Wester Ross 20 20 12 8 8 
Easter Ross 12 12 6 4 4 
East Inverness 23 18 13 11 13 
West Inverness 6 6 4 1 1 
Badenoch & Strathspey 24 22 19 11 14 
Ardnamurchan, Ardgour 
& Morvern 

24 18 12 4 4 

TOTAL 143 130 81 52 54 

 
 

Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus     
Fairly common resident in east, scarcer in north and west away from Skye & 
Lochalsh. Believed to be declining. 
 
 Winter/Spring/Summer: There were 716 records on BirdTrack, an increase on 2023 (502) and 
birds were recorded almost daily across the whole region. Virtually all reports were of single birds, 
but two were recorded at 23 sites. Prey chased or caught included Blackbird, Starling, Jackdaw and 
Feral Pigeon. 
 
Breeding: There was an increase of survey effort compared to 2023, with 21 Highland sites being 
checked.  Of these, 20 sites were occupied, but only 13 pairs were known to lay eggs.  A minimum 
of 28 young were fledged from these pairs, a minimum success rate of 2.15 young fledged per pair. 
 
Sparrowhawk breeding success in Highland 2024 

 Sites 
checked 

Sites 
occupied 

Pairs laying 
Minimum 

young 
fledged 

Sutherland 0 0 0 0 
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Inverness 15 14 8 15 

Badenoch & Strathspey 0 0 0 0 

Ross-shire 6 6 5 13 

TOTAL 21 20 13 28 

 
Autumn/Winter: There were 148 BirdTrack records for this period. Single birds were seen at 
Drummond, Inverness on 2 and 25 November, and on 9 December; Tain on 1 November and 10 
December, and Golspie on 9 November. 
 
 

Goshawk Accipiter gentilis     
Scarce and local breeder, mainly in east. 
 
Winter/Spring/Summer: There were 100 sightings reported on BirdTrack.  In the period 
January to July, the total was 55, similar to the same period in 2023 (57).  Again, the great majority 
were in Badenoch & Strathspey or Strathdearn. Outside the core area, singles were seen at Torness 
on 29 March, Errogie on 30 March, Loch Ruthven on 30 May, Drumossie Muir on 24 June.  An adult 
female was seen chasing corvids on 28 February, and other adults were seen being mobbed by a 
Peregrine at Gaick on 23 March; by Curlews and Oystercatchers at Ruthven on 30 May and by 
Ravens on 24 November.  
  
Breeding: More sites were checked and found to be occupied this year and, in those that were, the 
pairs had 77% fledging success. The laying pairs enjoyed good breeding success, averaging 2.1 
fledged young per nesting attempt. 
 
Goshawk breeding success in Highland 2024 

 Sites 
checked 

Signs of 
occupation 

Pairs laying 
eggs 

Pairs 
fledging 
young 

Minimum 
no. young 

fledged 

Sutherland 1 0 0 0 0 

East Inverness 3 3 3 3 5 

Easter Ross 1 1 1 1 2 

Badenoch & 
Strathspey 

10 9 6 5 12+ 

TOTAL 15 13 10 9 19+ 

 
Autumn/Winter: The total of 32 sightings on BirdTrack was down on last year’s total in this 
period. Sightings outside the core area were at Foyers on 25 September, Alness on 27 October 
and Loch Kemp 24 November. 
 
 

Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus   
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Has bred; scarce Summer visitor, mainly in east. 
 
Spring/Summer/Autumn/Winter: There were 53 BirdTrack records, almost half the number 
seen in 2023.  There were at least eight sightings of males, including three pairs, with possible 
breeding at two sites in Badenoch & Strathspey.   All the other sightings throughout the year were 
of single birds, mostly juveniles, and the majority observed around Insh Marshes and other parts 
of Badenoch & Strathspey. There was one record outwith this area, at Loch Eye on 14 August. 
 
 

Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus   
Uncommon breeder, mainly in east; scarce in Winter. Declining, probably in 
part, due to persecution. 

 
Winter/Spring/Autumn/Winter: There were 398 BirdTrack records for the year, a significant 
decrease on the 2023 total (481). As usual, the majority were from Badenoch & Strathspey, mostly 
from Insh Marshes. There were plenty of sightings elsewhere in Highland, especially in Easter Ross 
and on the west coast from Lochaber, Skye up into west Sutherland. Sightings in east Inverness-
shire were sparse, with a few records from Strathdearn and one from Loch Ruthven. Roost counts 
at Insh Marshes in January and February peaked at five, all were brown birds. Autumn counts at 
Insh were between one and five by the end of September, rising to six on 21 October, nine on  31 
October and eight on 17 November.  Two notable Autumn roost counts recorded at least six ring-
tails and two grey males on 17 November, five ring-tails and two grey males on 30 November and 
at least six ring-tails and three grey males on 15 December. 
  
Breeding: It was a disappointing breeding season compared with the National Survey Year in 
2023, despite a similar number of sites checked. In addition, the number of fledged young was 
significantly less than in 2023, as was the mean brood size per laying pair of 1.6, less than half the 
previous year.  It is suspected that this was caused by a reduction in the Short-tailed Field Vole 
population, the harrier’s primary prey. 
 
Hen Harrier breeding success in Highland 2024 

 Sites 
checked 

Signs of 
occupation 

Pairs 
laying eggs 

Pairs 
fledging 
young 

Minimum 
no. young 

fledged 

Sutherland 2 2 2 1 4 

Easter Ross 5 5 5 1 3 

Wester Ross 6 6 1 1 3 

East Inverness 9 3 1 0 0 

Badenoch & Strathspey 12 8 7 5 10 

Lochaber 4 1 0 0 0 

Eigg & Rum 4 3 3 3 5 

TOTAL 42 28 19 11 25 
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Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus 
Vagrant. 
 
Spring: A second calendar year female was noted at Durness, on 23 April.  Four days later, it was 
also seen on Orkney. 
 
 

Red Kite Milvus milvus  
Resident breeder from re-introduction, now well established in east, but 
scarce elsewhere. 
 
Winter/Spring/Summer:   There was another significant increase in BirdTrack records, from 
1184 last year to 1304 records this year, which again may reflect an increase in numbers of this 
species throughout Scotland in recent years. As in previous years, the core area stretched from SE 
Sutherland down the east of the region, especially concentrated in Easter Ross, Badenoch & 
Strathspey and south of Inverness. Many more sightings are now being recorded from further west 
such as at Achnasheen on 17 May, and north such as Forsinard on 7 May and Kinbrace on 21 
January. Numbers counted on the Red Kite National Count days in January showed a 27% increase 
on last year, with counts in east Inverness-shire of 71 in Stratherrick, in Easter Ross of 22 at Kilmuir, 
46 and 25 at two Muir of Ord sites, 27 at Marybank and two at Strathpeffer, and in Sutherland, 41 
at Skelbo. 
 
Breeding: The number of sites checked has remained similar over the past few years, mainly in 
the core reintroduction area of Easter Ross with high nesting success. At least 52 young fledged 
from 36 sites where pairs laid eggs (a minimum mean of 1.44 fledged young per pair laying eggs). 
 
Red Kite breeding success in Highland 2024 

 Sites 
checked 

Pairs 
present 

Pairs laying 
Pairs 

success 

Minimum 
no. young 

fledged 

Sutherland 4 4 4 3 6+ 

Easter Ross 24 18 14 12 27 

East Inverness 17 16 12 12 15+ 

Badenoch & Strathspey 7 6 6 5 4+ 

TOTAL 52 44 36 32 52+ 

 
Autumn/Winter:  There were no records away from the core area this year. A high count of 12 
and 14 birds were recorded at Dulnain Bridge on 5 and 6 December, respectively.  The next 
highest count was 11 at Tullich, near Loch Duntelchaig. 
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Red kites © Dean MacAskill 

 
 

White-tailed Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla   
Resident breeder, especially across the west and, though scarce elsewhere, 
believed to be expanding its range further east. 
 
Winter/Spring/Summer/Autumn/Winter: A total of 655 BirdTrack records for the year was a 
10.5% increase on 2023 numbers. As in 2023 and previous years, the great majority of records 
came from the west, including the islands, the full length of the west mainland, from Ardnamurchan 
to Cape Wrath and along the north coast to Melvich. There were three sightings of soaring parties 
of five birds this year, at Loch Alainn on 11 May and on Struan, Skye on 6 July. Once more, 
approximately a quarter of the sightings in the east of the region are from Badenoch & Strathspey, 
Strathdearn and Strathnairn. Once again, this year, a ringed (G8/18) and satellite-tagged bird 
released on the Isle of Wight in 2021 was seen in Badenoch on one occasion at Dell of Killiehuntly, 
There were more east coast sightings this year: Loch Fleet during January, 5 and 6 November and 
20 October; Alturlie on 24 April, Beauly Firth on 23 March; Skelbo on 15 April; and Udale Bay on 11 
September.  Inland sightings between west and east coasts were reported at Whitebridge on 2 
May; at Achnasheen on 9 May; and near Lairg on 13 May, and then  on 11 and 13 August. 
  
Breeding: A species which is steadily on the increase with at least six new territories found with 
active nests. A total of 54 fledged young were produced from 58 pairs (a minimum mean fledging 
success of 0.93 young per pair laying eggs). 
 
White-tailed Eagle breeding success in Highland 2024 
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Sites 

checked 
Pairs 

Pairs 
Monitored 

Pairs 
laying 

Pairs 
hatching 

Pairs 
fledging 

Minimum 
young 

Badenoch & 
Strathspey 

3 3 3 3 1 1 2 

Inverness 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
Lochaber 19 19 16 13 6 6 6 
Ross-shire 13 11 11 10 10 9 13 
Skye & 
Raasay 

30 29 29 18 14 14 19 

Small Isles 5 5 5 5 4 4 5 
Sutherland 13 13 12 8 8 7 8 

Totals 84 81 77 58 44 42 54 

 
 

Rough-legged Buzzard Buteo lagopus 
Vagrant. 
 
Winter: A juvenile was at  Loch Killin on 3 January.  
 
 

Common Buzzard Buteo buteo 
Common resident. 
 
Winter/Spring/Autumn/Winter: There were 2606 BirdTrack records, one more than last year, 
submitted on a daily basis throughout the year, giving similar average of 217 per month. Peak 
months for recording were in Spring from March to May (999 records), with a smaller Autumn 
peak from September to November (451 records). The majority of sightings were of a single bird 
(approx. 90%) or of pairs or two together (approximately 7%). There were several high counts of 
6-12 birds in early Spring, when pairs are at their most territorial, and all were in either Badenoch 
& Strathspey and Strathdearn. Later high counts occurred at Balavil, Badenoch, of 18 birds on 29 
November,  at Insh Marshes  of 15 birds on 23 October and in Strathdearn of 11 birds on 31 August.       
 
Breeding: In the Easter Ross study area, although there was a slight increase in occupied territories, 
there was a significant reduction in pairs laying eggs, the lowest number ever recorded in this long-
running study. Breeding success was at least 1.34 fledged young per pair, where clutches were laid. 
 
Common Buzzard breeding success in Highland 2024 

 Clutches 
laid 

Clutches 
hatched 

Nests with 
large 

young 

Minimum 
young 
fledged 

Badenoch & Strathspey 17 [16+] 16 23 

Easter Ross (study area) 32 [25+] 25 45 

Easter Ross (other) 6 6 6 11+ 



 

129 

 

Inverness 16 [14+] 14 19 

Sutherland 0 0 0 0 

Lochaber 19 15 15 23 

TOTAL 90 [76+] 76 121+ 

Square brackets denote estimated minimum numbers. 

 
 

Barn Owl Tyto alba   
Uncommon breeder, mainly in east but believed to be increasing in numbers 
across the north and west. 
 
Winter/Spring: There were 54 records over late Winter and Spring, all as single or possible pairs. 
Only 10 were from the far west and north, with most across central and eastern parts of their range. 
 
Breeding: An average of at least 1.8 young fledged per pair laying was well below the long-term 
average of 2.3 young fledged per breeding pair. A total of 55 sites were checked, although only 46 
were occupied and of these a minimum of 46 fledged young.  While differences in the table below 
suggest significant regional variation, low sample sizes and variation in the number of site visits, 
suggest caution when interpreting outcomes. In some cases, early visits may have been missed 
(hence not recording early failures, and in other cases, late visits to check outcomes were not 
made). 
 
Barn Owl breeding success in Highland 2024 

District Pairs laying 
Pairs fledging 

young 
Minimum number of 
young likely fledged 

Badenoch & Strathspey 4 4 8 [+] 
East Inverness 11 7 [+] 12 [+] 
Easter Ross 14 12 24 
Sutherland 18 16 [+] 40 [+] 
Lochaber & Wester Ross 8 7 13 [+] 

TOTAL 55 46 [+] 97 [+] 

Square brackets denote estimated minimum numbers. 

 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: There were 60 records from the reminder of the year, with 
distribution over the remainder of the year similar to that early on. Again, mostly recorded as 
singles or possible pairs. There were a small number of incidental breeding records, 
predominantly from Strathspey, with earliest young seen at the end of May. 
 
 

Long-eared Owl Asio otus   
Scarce breeder, but very under-recorded; scarce migrant and Winter visitor. 
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There were only 16 BirdTrack records across the whole year, with most from May through to July, 
with a number of breeding records, all of recently fledged chicks or downy young.  
 
Breeding:  After a succession of low levels of recorded breeding activity by Highland Raptor Study 
Group (HRSG), 2024 was an especially poor year, with only two active nests reported. One nest 
produced at least one young and the other, three young. However, BirdTrack data recorded 
breeding at nine sites, of which four sites produced two fledged young, and one site, three fledged 
young.  The earliest record of young was from mid-May, and the last from mid-July.  Outcomes from 
the other sites were not recorded. 
 
 

Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus   
Increasingly scarce and local breeder; scarce migrant and Winter visitor. 
 
Winter/Spring: There were 20 BirdTrack records from the west and north, and 22 from central 
and eastern areas. Birds were recorded as possibly breeding from mid-May onwards. 
 
Breeding: A very disappointing year, even compared to 2023, as HRSG received reports from 
three occupied sites.  Of these, only two clutches were laid, but the outcome was not recorded. 
 
Summer/Autumn:  The majority of BirdTrack records from this time (32), were almost all of 
singles, and came from western areas, especially Skye, with very few from central and eastern 
areas. 
 
 

Tawny Owl Strix aluco   
Widespread breeder, predominantly across central and eastern parts of the 
recording area, and localised in north and west. 
 
Winter/Spring: There were a total of 127 records from Winter and Spring, with the great majority 
from central and eastern areas, reflecting likely breeding distribution. Unsurprisingly, many 
records were multiple records from the same location, presumably as a consequence of breeding 
performance monitoring.  Records were all of either single birds or likely breeding pairs.  There 
were of eight confirmed breeding records in BirdTrack, with the earliest confirmed breeding from 
end of March, when a nest with eggs was recorded.  The first downy chicks were recorded on 25 
April. 
 
Breeding: It was a poor year for Tawny Owl in Highland, with low box occupancy.  In the Easter 
Ross/SE Sutherland study area, 15 boxes were occupied, well below the 23 boxes occupied in 
2023. Clutch size at 2.4 was below the long-term average of 2.7. Brood size at 2.0 was also below 
the long-term average of 1.8, whilst the number of young reared per pair of 1.1 was below the long-
term average of 1.4. Data were received from 10 boxes in East Inverness. These produced a total of 
1.0 young per box.  
 
Tawny Owl breeding success in Highland 2024 
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District Pairs laying Pairs fledging young 
Minimum 

number of young 
fledged 

Easter Ross/SE Sutherland 15 8 16 

Inverness 10 7 10 

Other 5 4 6 

TOTAL 30 19 32 

 
Autumn/Winter: As during late Winter and Spring, most records came from central and eastern 
areas, with only five from Skye and Lochaber, and six from further north (mainly Sutherland). 
 
 

Hoopoe Upupa epops   
Scarce migrant. 
 
Spring: Single birds were recorded at Brora on 12 May and at Ryvoan in Badenoch two days later. 
 
Autumn/Winter: At least four birds were recorded during the period. One was at Ardubh, 
Applecross from 10 to 17 October and one at Balintore from 17 to 19 October. One in the 
Arisaig/Back of Keppoch area, first recorded on 25 October, was last seen on 28 December, while 
another was at Sunnyside, Culloden from 11 until 29 November, surviving some very cold and 
snowy weather. 
 
Hoopoe presumed individuals per season 2015-2024 

 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Spring 2 4 0 2 0 2 4 3 2 2 
Autumn 1 0 1 3 1 1 1 1 2 4 

 
 

Kingfisher Alcedo atthis  
Scarce local breeder, mainly in Strathspey and the Great Glen; rare elsewhere. 
 
Winter/Spring: The majority of records came from the usual areas of Inverness (Merkinch LNR 
and the River Ness), Strathspey and the Lochy River mouth area of Loch Linnhe. All were of single 
birds, except for two at Caol on 21 January, two at Grantown on Spey on 12 April and two chasing 
each other at Aviemore 27 May. Elsewhere, there were records, all of single birds, from Avoch on 4 
and 6 January, Fassfern, Loch Eil on 10 January, Beauly on 20 January, Alturlie shoreline on the 
same day, the River Shiel near Acharacle on 4 February and 11 and 12 March, the Alness River 
mouth on 17 April, near the Commando Memorial on 20 April and Cantraybridge, River Nairn on 
6 May. 
 
Breeding: An adult and a juvenile were recorded at Speybridge on 5 August. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: Records continued from the usual areas of Strathspey and Inverness, 
where a first year female was caught and ringed on 10 December, but with increasing numbers of 
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reports from other areas. In the west, two were reported at Killilan on the River Elchaig on 3 August 
and single birds were at Inverpolly on 21 August, Loch Arkaig on 28 August, Breakish, Skye on 1 
September, Loch nan Eala, Arisaig on 8 September, Applecross on 23 September, Ballachulish on 
27 September, Loch Sunart on 6 October, the Morar River on 14 October and Scalpay Narrows, 
Skye on 25 October. In the east, single birds were recorded on the River Peffery, Dingwall on 15 
and 20 September and 8 October, at The Mound on 17 September, 18 and 19 November and 20 
December, Udale Bay RSPB on 24 September and Loch Eye on 11 October. The most northerly 
records were of one on the River Naver at Bettyhill on 3 September and at nearby Naver Bridge 
four days later. 
 
 

Bee-eater Merops apiaster 
Rare Summer migrant. 
 
Spring: One was recorded at Tulloch, Strathspey on 26 May. 
 
 

Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major 
Locally common resident in east, but less common in north and west. 
 
Winter/Spring: The majority of records came from the south-east of the region, especially the 
woodlands of Badenoch & Strathspey, although a significant number came from the south and 
west, including a record of one bird on the Isle of Eigg on 31 March. Among several reports from 
Skye, there were seven from Portree forest including one of four birds on 3 March. Further north, 
there were records of single birds at Inverpolly on 7 January and 17 March, West Shinness, Loch 
Shin on 9 February, Ferrywood, Lairg on 25 April, Strath Oykel on 27 April and 14 May and the 
Strath of Kildonan on 14 May. The most northerly records were of a single bird seen on 19 
February and again seven days later at Tongue House. The highest counts were of four birds at 
Kinrara on 6 January, five together at a feeding station at Drumguish on 30 January and four at Loch 
an Eilein on 25 March. 
 
Breeding: Breeding was confirmed at 22 sites. The first record of newly-fledged young came from 
Culloden Woods on 2 June. The most northerly breeding record was of an adult carrying food at 
Inverpolly on 26 May. 
 
Autumn/Winter: The distribution of records was similar to the early months of the year. Eleven 
records from seven locations on Skye included two birds at Leiter Fura on 9 June and two at 
Tokavaig five days later. In the far north, there were reports of two birds at Tongue on 4 June, 
Kinbrace on 2 September and Culag Woods, Lochinver on 27 September. Single birds were 
recorded near Syre, Strathnaver on 25 June, at Duartmore Forest on 13 July, Rimsdale Forest on 29 
September, Forsinard on 20 September and nearby Dalhalvaig (Sutherland) seven days later. The 
highest counts, all of five birds, came from Loch Garten on 1 June, Loch an Eilein on 13 June, 
Anagach Woods on 18 June and Loch Alvie a day later. 
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Green Woodpecker Picus viridis 
Locally rare breeder, mainly in Badenoch & Strathspey; rare elsewhere. 
 
Spring/Summer: There were only nine records during the period. Birds were recorded in the 
Kinrara/Loch Alvie area on 20 and 21 March and 20 April, at Loch Insh on 25 March, near Kincraig 
on 29 April, at Craigellachie NNR on 7 May, Loch Pityoulish on the same day, Inshriach Nursery on 
16 May and Abernethy Forest on 12 July. 
 
 

Kestrel Falco tinnunculus  
Increasingly uncommon, and thinly distributed breeder; probably declining. 
 
Winter/Spring: In addition to HRSG monitoring records, a total of 627 records were reported on 
BirdTrack, of which 216 sightings were in January-March. During this period, notable counts of five, 
four and three birds were made in Strathdearn, threes at Loch Killin, Insh Marshes, Lochindorb and 
Durness.  
 
Breeding: Favourable weather conditions were reported throughout the breeding season.  
 
Kestrel breeding success in Highland 2024 

District 
Sites 

checked 

Sites 
occupied by 

pairs 

Pairs laying 
eggs 

Pairs 
fledging 
young 

Number of 
young 
fledged 

Sutherland 4 3 1 1 5 

Ross-shire 7 5 4 3 15 

Inverness-shire 15 13 7 5 17 

Badenoch & Strathspey 6 3 2 2 5 

Lochaber 2 0 0 0 0 

TOTALS 34 24 14 11 42 

 
 
Autumn/Winter: The number of sightings per month declined from 67 in May, to 56 in June and 
to more than 30 in the remaining months, with a low of 20 in December.  
 
 

Merlin Falco columbarius   
Uncommon breeder; scarce in Winter. 
 
Winter/Spring: There were 24 sightings of singles during January to the end of March. In January, 
two sightings were all at inland sites. In February, two were coastal sightings and seven inland. 
March reports were of two coastal and eleven inland. Apart from three coastal sightings, the 
remaining 14 sightings were inland or on suitable moorland breeding area.  In May,  all 14 sightings 
were on suitable breeding habitat 
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Breeding:  A total of 32 breeding sites were checked by Highland Raptor Study Group (HRSG).  As 
in recent years, site occupation was particularly poor in Sutherland, Badenoch & Strathspey, 
Inverness-shire and Lochaber. The Lochaber sites have been unoccupied for several years now. 
Low site occupation has developed into a trend in recent years in some parts of the Highland area. 
A worrying trend of declining breeding populations is developing in some areas of Scotland, but 
monitoring effort in Highland is not consistent enough to establish if this is the trend in the 
Highland recording area. 
 
Merlin breeding success in Highland 2024 

District 
Sites 

checked 
Pairs 

present 
Pairs 
laying 

Pairs 
fledging 
young 

Minimum 
young 
fledged 

Sutherland 9 2 2 1 3 

Ross-shire 1 1 1 1 2 

Inverness 2 1 1 1 3 

Badenoch & Strathspey 6 2 2 2 5[+] 

Lochaber 3 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 21 6 6 5 13 [+] 

Square brackets denote estimated minimum numbers. 

 
Autumn/Winter: Of 52 sightings from August to the end of the year, the first of the coastal 
sightings were in August, including singles at Portmahomack, Tarbat Ness and Kyle of Tongue. As 
in previous years, several sightings were made around the Insh Marshes area in September. Of the 
18 sightings in October, November and December, 10 were coastal sightings at Tarbat Ness, 
Portmahomack, Balnakeil and Melness. 
 
 

Hobby Falco subbuteo   
Scarce, recently colonised breeder. 
 
Spring/Summer/Autumn: Five sightings were made of singles at Heast, Skye on 10 May, 
Dornoch on 27 May, Kyle of Tongue on 3 June, Brora on 4 June, and Udale Bay on 23 August.  
 
 

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus   
Uncommon declining breeder; scarcer in Winter, mainly in Inner Moray Firth. 
 
Winter/Spring: There were 193 BirdTrack sightings through the year. From January to March, 
there were 50 sightings and, as in other years, showed the expected trend for more sightings at 
coastal locations during the early part of the year, with inland sightings increasing during February 
through to March. This may be a function of observer behaviour, concentrating effort at the coast 
in the early part of the year, then turning to inland sites, when daylength increases and attention 
turns to the breeding season. 
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Breeding: A total of 93 sites were surveyed this year which was higher than in previous years (78 
in 2023), partly due to a jointly organised survey by the Cairngorms National Park Authority and 
local Raptor Study Groups.  The breeding population of Peregrines within the Cairngorms National 
Park in 2024 was estimated to be 31 pairs, less than half the number recorded in 2002. This reflects 
the long-term declines in the overall Scottish population, and populations in upland areas in the 
UK. 
 
Peregrine breeding success in Highland 2024 

 Pairs 
monitored 

Single 
adults 

Clutches 
hatching 

Young 
fledged     

Outcome not 
known/failure 

Sutherland 1 1 1 2 0 

Easter Ross 6 0 2 5 4 

Wester Ross 0 0 0 0 0 

West Inverness 0 0 0 0 0 

East Inverness 6 4 4 7 1 

Badenoch & Strathspey 7 5 3 6 4 

Skye & Lochalsh 0 0 0 0 0 

Lochaber 1 0 1 4 0 

TOTALS 21 10 11 24 9 

 

 Autumn/Winter: Of the 69 sightings reported during August to the end of the year, 29 were at 
coastal sites and 40 at inland sites. After a peak of 21 in October (11 coastal, 10 inland), the number 
of sightings per month declined to seven in November, all inland, and eight in December, one 
coastal and the rest inland. Concentrations of sightings were, as in previous years, at Nigg/Udale 
Bay for coastal sites and at Insh Marshes NNR and Strathdearn for inland sites.  
 
 

Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio 
Scarce migrant, has bred. 
 
Spring/Summer: Single, adult males were seen at Forsinard on 21 May and Glen Loth on 17 June.  

 
 

Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator 
Rare migrant. 
 
Autumn: A first calendar year bird was at Aultgrishan, Wester Ross on 5-9 September.  
 
 

Raven Corvus corax 
Uncommon, but probably increasing breeder in most areas. 
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Winter/Spring: Among the 427 sightings between 1 January and 31 March, there were nine 
significant flocks of 10-19 birds, two in Inverness-shire and seven in Badenoch & Strathspey. The 
largest flock contained 19 birds near Newtonmore on 29 February. 
 
Breeding: The 38 territories checked by HRSG was an increase of 12 from 2023. This increase in 
number of pairs monitored was helped by the Peregrine Survey effort in the Cairngorms National 
Park. 
 
Raven breeding success in Highland 2024 

District                            
Sites 

Checked 
Pairs 

monitored 
Pairs 
laying 

Pairs 
fledging 
young 

Number 
of young 
fledged 

Outcome 
unknown or 

failed 

Sutherland 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Ross-shire 9 9 6 5 15 3 

Inverness-shire 14 13 12 12 32 1 

Badenoch 13 13 8 7 23 6 

Lochaber 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTALS 36 35 26 24 70 10 

 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: Of the 591 sightings during July to the end of the year, 21 involved 
flocks of 10 or more. Ten were in Badenoch and five in Lochaber, with the highest count in each 
case being 106 at Spey Dam on 20 October and 100 at Dalnabreck, near Acharacle on 28 
November. Two of the flocks were in Inverness-shire, a further two in Sutherland, two on Skye with 
the largest count of 80 birds at Portree landfill on 8 September and one in Easter Ross of 15 at 
Fortrose on 25 August. 
 
 

Jay Garrulus glandarius 
Scarce but increasing resident, spreading from south-west and Strathspey into 
Inverness and Easter Ross; scarce elsewhere, but increasing records from 
outlying areas. 
 
Winter/Spring: The vast majority of records came from the woodlands of Badenoch & Strathspey, 
Easter Ross and Lochaber. Outwith this area, records included single birds at Helmsdale on 6 
January, Loch Laoigh five days later, Croick north of Forsinard on 20 January, Strath Oykel on 7 
April and 17 June, Torbreck, Rogart on 11 and 14 May and Loch Shin on 10 June. On Skye, a bird 
was recorded at Ose, Loch Caroy on 20 April and 10 May. The highest count was of eight birds at 
Kinrara on 6 January. 
 
Breeding: An adult was recorded carrying food at Drumguish on 8 June. A group of five birds, 
including recently fledged young, seen at Smithton Woods on 11 July, was possibly the same group 
recorded at nearby Culloden Woods two and six days later. Recently fledged young were amongst 
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four birds recorded south of Oykel Bridge on 12 July and four at Loch Urgill, near Ledmore on 23 
July. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: Distribution of most of the records was similar to early in the year. 
On Skye, there were records of single birds at Loch Eynort on 14 July, Abhainn Lusa, near Breakish 
on 12 August and three locations around Sleat on 5, 14 and 19 November. In the north, two were 
recorded at Forsinard on 13 July, three at Duible, Strath of Kildonan on 29 September, one at 
Rimsdale Forest on the same day and at Melness on 11 November. The highest counts were of ten 
between Invertromie and Ballochbuie, Insh on 13 October and seven at Balmacaan, 
Drumnadrochit on 9 November. 
 
 

Magpie Pica pica 
Scarce resident, mainly in south and east; range expanding to west and north. 
 
Winter/Spring: The large majority of records came from the area around the Moray Firth. In Skye 
& Lochalsh, 25 records from 13 scattered sites included one on the Isle of Canna on 5 April and two 
at Isleornsay on 20 April.  One seen on Eigg on 14 April was only the second record for the island. 
One, recorded around Achiltibuie on four occasions between 30 January and 6 March, was 
probably the bird present in the area since mid-December 2023. Further north, single birds were 
recorded at Strathy Point on 25 May and Stoer Head on 6 June. One, at Rogart on 6 and 7 April, was 
seen to kill several Chaffinches under some feeders. Eight records from Tarbat Ness between 13 
April and 3 June included two birds seen on 4 May. The highest counts for the period came from 
Drakies, Inverness with four on 1 January and five 18 days later. 
 
Breeding: Occupied nests were recorded at Achnasheen on 29 April and Fort George range on 1 
May. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: There were several records away from the core area around the 
Moray Firth, although fewer than during the early part of the year. Records continued from Tarbat 
Ness through to 22 September and included two birds seen on 9 July. One was seen at nearby 
Balintore on 24 October and one was at Dornoch on 18 and 30 November. Further north, three 
were recorded at Borgue on 19 July and one at Helmsdale ten days later. At Strathy Point, a bird 
was seen on 30 August and 9 and 14 September, while the Achiltibuie bird was again recorded on 
24 September. Four records from Skye included three birds at Loch Eynort on 14 July and two at 
Drynoch on 3 October. Two were recorded at Loch Coulin on 9 July. The highest counts were of  
five at Drakies, Inverness on 20 August and four at Boat of Garten Woods on 25 August. 
 
 

Jackdaw Coloeus monedula 
Common resident in east, but scattered in west and largely absent from 
central mountain areas. 
 
Winter/Spring: Counts of 100 birds came from Merkinch LNR on 14 January and Fodderty near 
Dingwall on 26 January. In Badenoch & Strathspey, there were high counts of 400 at the Highland 
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Wildlife Park on 4 January, 200+ near Boat of Garten on 2 February and 17 March, with 280 here 
on 25 April, about 200 near Nethy Bridge on 27 February and at least 150 at Aviemore on 7 March. 
At Bayfield, Portree, over 100 were reported on 7 July, with 120 on the following day. 
 
Breeding: Breeding was confirmed at 12 sites, with the first fledged young recorded at Culloden 
on 7 June and Strathpeffer three days later. The breeding colony at Cleadale cliffs on Eigg had a very 
successful breeding season. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: The highest counts during this period were of 300+ between 
Catlodge and Balgowan on 3 August, 300 at Balmacaan, Drumnadrochit on 8 October, 400+ 
roosting near Loch Eye on 13 October, 500 at North Littleferry, Loch Fleet on 1 November, 1500 at 
Nethy Bridge on 5 December and about 300 flushed by a White-tailed Eagle hunting at Broomhill 
on 13 December. 
 
(Nordic Jackdaw) Coloeus monedula monedula   
Vagrant 
 
Late Winter: A bird considered to be of this race was recorded at Bayfield, Portree on 2 January. 
 
 

Rook Corvus frugilegus 
Common resident in east but local in west and absent from most upland areas. 
 
Winter/Spring: The highest counts for the period were of 200+ at Boat of Garten on 12 January 
and 26 February, 135 at Ullapool river mouth on 20 January, 200 at Fodderty, Dingwall on 26 
January, 300 at Portmahomack on 19 February and 300 at Glenaldie, Tain on 23 June. Records in 
the far northwest came from Melness on 21 January, Scourie on 31 January and Tongue House on 
22 February. 
 
Breeding: There were reports of 23 active rookeries. The rookery at Drummond, Inverness had 
131 occupied nests on 29 April, the first fledgling having been recorded two days earlier. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: Several three figure counts from the area between Nethy Bridge and 
Dulnain Bridge included about 200 on 2 and 8 July, 500 on 5 December and 250+ flushed by a 
hunting White-tailed Eagle at Broomhill on 13 December. Over 500 were recorded on 3 August, 
325 at Portmahomack on 10 August, over 200 at Boat of Garten on 19 and 22 August, and about 
200 at Drummond, Inverness on 9 October. Records in the north and west included 18 at 
Clashnessie on 8 August and 20 in Strathnaver on 2 September. 
 
 

Carrion Crow Corvus corone 
Common resident in east; scarce in west. 
 
Winter/Spring: The highest counts for the period came from Merkinch LNR, with about 100 on 4 
and 19 March. 40 were reported at Udale Bay RSPB on 4 March, 40 by the river in Inverness on 25 
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May, 50 at Nethy Bridge on 1 June and 50 near Boat of Garten on 16 June. An increasing number of 
records from the north and west included ten on Sleat, Skye on 5 March, four at Dunvegan on 12 
March and 16 June, eight at Hungladder, Skye on 22 April, two on Handa on 29 April and 25 June, 
one on Canna on 1 May and two at Balnakeil on 13 May. 
 
Breeding: Confirmed breeding records came from only seven sites, all in the south or east. The first 
fledged young were reported at Grantown-on-Spey on 12 May. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: Counts in excess of 40 birds were of 50 at Culloden Battlefield on 8 
July, 50 at Urquhart Bay Woods on 25 July, 50 at Dornoch Firth on the same day, 47 by the river in 
Inverness on 31 July, 45 at Merkinch LNR on 11 and 29 August, 43 at Avoch on 1 September, 50 at 
Udale Bay RSPB on 2 October and 100 at Ardersier Bay on 20 October. Records from the north and 
west included three at Helmsdale on 16 September, five at Ben Loyal on 8 November and four at 
Flowerdale, Gairloch on 15 December. A leucistic bird was recorded at Cradlehall Meadows, 
Inverness on 24 July. 
 
 

Hooded Crow Corvus cornix 
Common resident, especially in north and west. 
 
Winter/Spring: There were several counts of 20 or more birds at the Inverlochy area of Fort 
William with a maximum of 53 on 13 January. Elsewhere, the highest counts were of 50+ at Portree 
on 23 January, 36 at Broadford on 26 February, 35 at Ballachulish on 26 March, 40 at Claggan, 
Morvern on 1 June and 45 at Maclean’s Nose, Ardnamurchan on 20 June. 
 
Breeding: Breeding was confirmed at 13 sites, mostly in the west and north, but included records 
of juveniles being fed at Skelbo on 27 June and near Tain on 8 July. The first newly-fledged young 
were reported at Loch Arienas on 3 June. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: Among several high counts from the Inverlochy area of Fort William 
were records of 78 on 29 September, 40 on 5 November and 47 on 14 December. Elsewhere, 23 
were recorded at Shieldaig on 10 July and 20+ at Strath, Gairloch on 30 December. 
 
(Hybrid Crow) Corvus corone x Corvus cornix 
The vast majority of records came from the area around the Moray and Cromarty Firths, the 
maximum count being of 28 at Alturlie on 15 August. Single birds were recorded on Skye - at 
Portree on 26 January, Kyleakin on 10 February, Armadale on 27 May, Staffin Bay on 2 August and 
Waterloo, Broadford on the same day. One was recorded at Fort William on 16 September. In the 
north, single birds were recorded at Strathy Point on 2 June and Helmsdale 14 days later. In the 
south-east, there were records of a single bird at Spey Dam on 5 and 6 March and 20 May and three 
were reported at Insh Marshes on 11 August. New fledglings that were obviously hybrids, were 
reported at Loch Ceo Glais, Duntelchaig on 11 June and Drummond, Inverness on 2 July. 

 

Waxwing Bombycilla garrulus   
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Irruptive Winter visitor in variable numbers.  
 
Winter/Spring: There were many records for this period from Strathspey, especially Aviemore 
during the first two months, with a peak count of 50+ birds on 30 January. In the Inverness area, 
there was a record of one on 20 January, five on 7 February, 15 on 28 February and a flock of up to 
nine between 2 and 18 April. Elsewhere, there were records of five at Helmsdale on 10 January, 
three at Tain on 24 January, three at Upper Achintore, Fort William on 1 February, two at Kinloch, 
Rum on the same day, one at Garbole, Strathdearn on 16 February, five at Culloden Moor on 24 
February, two at Udale Bay RSPB on 8 April, three at Bunloit on 11 April, one at Falls of Shin on 14 
April and one at Invermoriston 14 May. The latest and most northerly record was of one at Melvich 
on 11 and 16 June 
 
Autumn/Winter:  Two birds were recorded at Hill of Fearn on 28 November and one at Muir of 
Ord Distillery on 23 December. 
 
 

Coal Tit Periparus ater 
Abundant resident. 
 
Winter/Spring: Most of the 30 or so records of more than 20 birds came during the first three 
months from the pinewoods of Strathspey with maximum counts of 50 at both Loch Garten and 
Boat of Garten woods on 7 January and 55 at Glen Feshie House on 2 March. Elsewhere, counts of 
20 were reported in Glen Spean on 9 January, Strathgarve on 12 January, Errogie on 29 March and 
Tulloch Station on 4 April. 
 
Breeding: Records of confirmed breeding came from 28 widely scattered sites, although most 
were in Badenoch & Strathspey. The earliest records of newly-fledged young came from Achabeag, 
Morvern on 6 June, Dunvegan, Skye on the same day and Culloden, one day later. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: The 26 records of 20 or more birds were mainly from sites in 
Badenoch & Strathspey, where the maximum count was 60 at Loch Garten on 17 November. 
Elsewhere, 20 were reported in Glen Spean on 3 October and 23 at Blackfold on 14 December. 
 
 

Crested Tit Lophophanes cristatus 
Uncommon resident, almost wholly restricted to coniferous woodland in 
Badenoch & Strathspey.  Extralimital records do occur, but still very rare in 
north and west. 
 
Winter/Spring: All 17 counts of five or more birds for the period came from Strathspey, with 
maxima of 16 at Dell Wood, Nethy Bridge on 3 March, 12 at Abernethy on 21 June and 20 at Boat 
of Garten woods on 29 June. Records away from Strathspey included two birds at Daviot Woods 
on 1 and 21 January and 18 February, about three at Blackfold on 5 January, two in Strathgarve on 
12 January, two in Glen Glass, Evanton on 25 February, two near Beauly on 28 February, three at 
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Abriachan on 30 March, and four in Glen Affric on 13 June. An extralimital record was made of two 
birds at Knoydart (confirmed) on 21 April. Crested Tits have a proven history of some movement 
west, including a small population found at Acharacle in 2002, as well as Skye and Achiltibuie 
records. 
 
Breeding: There were eight confirmed breeding records, all within Strathspey. Occupied nests 
were reported at Nethy Bridge on 21 May and by the Forest Lodge track six days later.  An adult 
was seen carrying food at Loch an Eilein on 2 June. Newly-fledged young were recorded at Loch 
Mallachie on 31 May, the Two Lochs Trail on 12 June, Anagach Woods on 18 June, Rothiemurchus 
on the following day and Abernethy two days later. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: The highest counts during this period were of 10 birds at Anagach 
Woods on 17 July, eight at Loch Mallachie on 11 August, eight at nearby Twin Lochs Trail on 16 
September and eight at Blackfold on 14 December. Other records away from Strathspey included 
a report from Glencoe on 25 July, four at Foyers on 25 September and three at Tomfat Woods south 
of Inverness on 3 November. There were four records from Carse of Ardersier, with a maximum 
count of  three on 2 November and five from Abriachan, with a maximum of four on 8 December. 
 
 

Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus 
Common resident in most areas. 
 
Winter/Spring: There were about 40 double-figure counts, with maxima of 15 between 
Drumnadrochit and Divach Falls on 4 January, c.15 at Lynwilg, Aviemore on 4 February and 20+ at 
Dell Wood, Nethy Bridge on 21 April. In the north, a count of at least 10 was recorded at West 
Shinness, Lairg on 9 February. 
 
Breeding: Breeding was confirmed at 45 sites, the earliest record being of an adult carrying food 
at Merkinch LNR on 9 May. The first newly-fledged young were reported at Loch Arienas and 
Seafield, Inverness, both on 3 June. The most northerly records were of adults carrying food at 
Strathy on 2 June and at Tongue two days later. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: There were only nine double-figure counts during this period, which 
may indicate a very poor breeding season, with a maximum of at least 15 at Drumguish on 28 
December. 
 
 

Great Tit Parus major 
Abundant resident across most areas. 
 
Winter/Spring: There were 40 double-figure counts. Several counts in excess of 20 birds at Glen 
Feshie House in early March included 55 on 6 March, 42 of which were trapped and ringed. Over 
20 were recorded at Garvan, by Loch Eil on 20 January and 25 at the Twin Lochs Trail, Abernethy 
on 28 June. 
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Breeding: Confirmed breeding records came from 45 widely scattered locations. The earliest was 
of a nest with eggs at Ord Ban on 14 May. The first newly-fledged young were reported in the north 
at Melness on 28 May and Westhill, Inverness on the same day. A nest containing young was 
recorded on Canna on 29 May. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: There were only 13 double-figure counts, with a maximum of 20 
near Mains of Cromdale on 2 August. 
 
 

Skylark Alauda arvensis 
Common breeder; absent from most areas in Winter. 
 
Winter/Spring: There were no very large flocks reported during this period, the maximum counts 
being 51 at Loch Eye on 10 January, 60 at Dornoch on 7 February, 45+ in a stubble field at Dulnain 
Bridge on 5 March and 43 at Achabeag, near Lochaline on the same day. 
 
Breeding: Singing birds were recorded from many sites throughout the region with the earliest 
heard at Seafield, Inverness on 12 February. Only two confirmed breeding sites were recorded; 
birds were seen carrying food at Opinan, Wester Ross on several days from 11 June and a nest was 
found on Handa Island where newly fledged young were reported in June and July. 
 
Numbers of singing Skylarks at Insh Marshes 2015-2024 

  2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Number singing 
individuals 

12 21 11 18 18 * 18 13 34 36 

*  Count not done due to Covid-19 restrictions. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter:  As the number of records fell through the Autumn months, few large 
flocks were recorded, with the maximum counts being c40 at Hilton of Cadboll on 19 September 
and 30 at Alturlie on 5 November. 
 
 

Sand Martin Riparia riparia 
Locally common Summer visitor and breeder. 
 
Spring: Following the pattern of the previous two years, birds were first recorded on18 March at 
Loch Insh, where numbers rose to 30 on 27 March, 410 on 10 April and 500 on 18 April. Although 
only 11 BirdTrack records were received in March, they included ones from Culloden on the 20th, 
the River Shiel on the 22nd, Kilmore on Skye on the 28th and as far north as Skelpick in Strath 
Naver on the 31st. The number of records in April and May (450) was very similar to the total in 
the same period in 2023, but the highest counts away from Loch Insh were 70 at Spey Dam on 5 
May and 80 at Alturlie on 12 May. 
 
Breeding: Confirmed breeding was fairly obviously under-reported, at only 23 sites, as last year. 
Two AON were reported as early as 28 April at Sanna, Ardnamurchan, while 50 nests were noted 
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at Portmahomack Golf Course from 2 May. On 7 June, 60 AON were counted on a dune bank at 
Balnakeil. Around 30 birds were commonly seen at a colony at Chapel Bay on Handa, with 
fledglings noted in mid-July, and 3-4 pairs bred at Laig, Eigg.  
 
Summer/Autumn: Flocks of at least 100 birds at Loch Vaa, Strathspey on 5 June and at Creag 
Meagaidh NNR on 10 June were the largest reported in this whole period. The number of BirdTrack 
reports plummeted from 66 in August to just six in September, ending on the 25th, with single birds 
in Badenoch at Drumguish and Dell of Killiehuntly. Much later, four birds were reported at Poolewe 
on 17 November.  
 
 

Swallow Hirundo rustica 
Common Summer visitor and breeder. 
 
Spring: Only one bird made it into the March records, at Harrapool, Skye on 28 March. Two birds 
were seen at Nethy Bridge on 2 April, before regular sightings began on 6 April, at Carbost on Skye, 
Alturlie, Spean Bridge and on Rum. Records from six sites in Badenoch & Strathspey on 7 April 
preceded by a day the first Sutherland record, of two birds at Inverpolly. The number of BirdTrack 
records in April and May (765) was very similar to that of 2023, but top counts were much lower, 
at 20 at Loch Insh on 10 April, 24 at Ardshiel on 24 May and 30 at Easter/Wester Dalziel on 27 May. 
 
Breeding: Proven breeding was recorded at only 37 sites, including four on Eigg, 80% of the 2023 
total, but some had up to three broods. The earliest occupied nest was noted at Kilmory, Rum on 
21 May, while a very late nest with young was found at Alvie Estate, Strathspey on 28 September. 
 
Summer/Autumn: By far the largest post-breeding flock, of more than 250 birds, was at Tarbat 
Ness on 9 September. Sixty birds were counted at Dochgarroch, Loch Ness on 4 July, while 50 were 
reported at Newtonmore on 10 June, Hilton of Cadboll on 11 August, Drumguish on 1 September, 
Drumnadrochit on 15 September, Invertromie on 5 October and Inverness on 7 October. The 
number of BirdTrack records decreased from 420 in June to 284 in August, then more steeply in 
Autumn to 45 in October and six in November. The last birds were seen on 10 November, four over 
Dornoch, one over Rosemarkie and one going south along the River Truim at Dalwhinnie. 
 
 

House Martin Delichon urbicum 
Locally common, but declining Summer visitor and breeder in east; uncommon 
in north and west. 
 
Spring: An early sighting at Achnasheen on 1 April preceded the start of the main arrival by six 
days, when small numbers were seen on Rum, at Inverness, Loch Morlich and Loch Insh, where a 
count of 10 increased to 20 by 10 April. A single on 9 April was the observer’s earliest record at 
Acharacle in 20 years. The first report from Sutherland, however, only came on 2 May, of five birds 
in Glencanisp, although a scattering of records followed from along the north coast and Handa. The 
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highest count was in Inverness on 25 April, with 80 birds over the river and 30 over housing in 
Drummond. 
 
Breeding: Nesting colonies, large or small, were noted at 47 sites (39 in 2023), between 22 May at 
Letterfinlay on Loch Lochy and 25 September at Tain. Two pairs at Balgowan in Badenoch had 
third broods on 26 August. At Tarbat Ness, there was again a colony on a cliff face as well as the 
lighthouse. 
 
Summer/Autumn: As in 2023, post-breeding flocks of at least 150 were the largest seen, over 
Portmahomack Harbour, unusually, on 21 July, at Tarbat Ness lighthouse on 26 August and at 
Drumguish, Badenoch on 3 September. There were also 90+ at Balgowan on 28 and 31 August and 
100+ at Dulnain Bridge on 1 September. The number of BirdTrack records declined steadily from 
307 in June to 173 in August, but more rapidly to 85 in September and four in October. The latest 
were of two birds at Tulloch Klondyke, Strathspey and five in the Fairy Glen, Skye on 16 October, 
although three later birds were reported at Arisaig on 15 November. 
 
 

Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica 
Vagrant. 
 
Autumn: Three juveniles were discovered in Cromarty on 22 October. 
 
 

Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus 
Common resident in east, but uncommon in some parts of north and west. 
 
Winter/Spring: In an apparently poor year for the species, February and March were the only 
months with over 100 BirdTrack records and only eight counts up to mid-March were in double 
figures (26 in 2023). Six of these counts involved only 10 birds. The highest count was 15 at 
Culloden on 3 January, although there was one eBird count of 20, at Coylumbridge on 24 January. 
 
Breeding: Breeding was confirmed at 21 sites across the region including Eigg (27 in 2023), with 
the period when fledged young were seen being later, between 21 May, at Aviemore, and 21 July, 
at Mondhuie, Strathspey. The furthest north record was from Culag Woods, Lochinver on 6 June. 
 
Autumn/Winter: Double-figure counts on BirdTrack were fewer (17 versus 47 in 2022 and 
2023) and smaller.  In September, 7/54 records were in double figures, with a mean of 19 birds 
and a maximum of 30 at Milton Loch, Strathspey on the 2nd and Portree on the 9th (2023 
maximum 70+). In October, 4/79 records were in double figures (mean count 13); in November, 
3/91 (mean 12); in December 3/32 (mean 10). The only high count in Sutherland was 18 at Ardroe 
on 26 September.  
 
 

Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix   
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Declining local Summer visitor and breeder; scarce migrant. 
 
Spring: There were 52 records on BirdTrack, eight fewer than in 2023 and over 80% were from 
west of the Great Glen. Nine reports of single birds (seven of them on eBird) came in April; eight 
were from the west, at Glenborrodale on 2 April, Glenfinnan on 20 and 23 April, Inverie, Knoydart 
on 22 April, Loch nan Eala, Arisaig on 23 April, Laga Bay, Ardnamurchan on 24 April, Glen Moidart 
and Strathfarrar on 28 April, before the first in the east at Craigellachie NNR on 30 April. On 6 May, 
sources were as diverse as Fersit in Lochaber, Affric River (three singing) and Forsinard in 
Sutherland.  

 

Breeding: This year there were two reports of proven breeding, of food-carrying in Ariundle 
Woods NNR, Strontian on 9 June and fledged young at Struy, Strathglass on 1 July.  
 
Summer/Autumn: Records on BirdTrack were even scarcer than in 2023, with 21 in June and 
only one, the breeding record, in July. Later singles, however, were reported on eBird, at 
Craigellachie NNR on 3 and 5 July, Loch Eynort, Skye on 14 July and Lynebeg, near Tomatin on 11 
August. 
 
 

Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus  
Scarce, but regular migrant. 
 
Autumn: In complete contrast to recent years, there were up to 50 BirdTrack records from across 
the region in a period of five weeks. The first bird was heard at Helmsdale on 16 September. Rum 
had records at Kilmory and Shamhnan Insir, of one bird on 21 and 25 September, then two on the 
25th. In October, singles were noted on the 1st-2nd, then daily from the 6-8th. Skye had most 
records: at Broadford, two birds on 2 October and one on the 15th; at Drumfearn, two on the 4th 
and one on the 9th; at Aird of Sleat, one on the 5th, four on the 7th and two on the 10th; at Portree, 
two on the 6th, one on the 10th and one daily from the 14-17th; at Kilmuir, two on the 6th; at 
Leasgeary River, one on the 7th; at Ardvasar, one on the 10th. On the west mainland, singles were 
recorded at Dornie on 22 September and nearby at Camas-luinie on 4 October and Killilan the 
following day; in the Fort William area, at Fassfern on 28 September, Sallachy on 4 October and in 
the town on the 22nd; at Kinlochbervie on 29 September; at Shieldaig, Gairloch on 5 October and 
at Ardnamurchan on 21 October. On the north coast, singles were noted at Melness on 30 
September and 2 October. In the central highlands, there were singles in Glen Affric on 22 
September and Contin on 2 October. On the east coast, Tarbat Ness had three birds on 22 
September, five the next day and six on 25 September, then one on 1 October and five the following 
day, while nearby Portmahomack saw one on 3 October.  
 
 

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus   
Abundant Summer visitor and breeder; common passage migrant. 
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Spring: A total of 1667 BirdTrack records in April and May represents a further significant increase 
(1459 in 2023). The first bird reported, at Poolewe on 1 April, was followed by records from Fort 
William on 3 April, Rum and three sites in Moidart on 4 April, and Treaslane on Skye on 5 April, 
before the first bird was noted at Loch Eye in Easter Ross on 6 April. One bird had reached Oldany 
in Assynt by 11 April and two were singing on the north coast at Melness on the 20th. There were 
90 double-figure counts, mostly in the 10-20 range (75), but, in around three hours, 66 were noted 
singing at Cow Hill, Fort William on 4 May and over 60 at Loch Arkaig on 25 May, while 50 were 
counted in a day at Creag Meagaidh NNR a day later.  
 
Breeding: Five fledglings were huddled together in a Rowan outside Handa bothy in early July. 
Elsewhere, breeding was proven at 35 sites, including two sites on Eigg, with fledged young noted 
between 13 May, at Loch an Eilein, and 14 August, at Miller’s Garden, Eigg.  
 
Summer/Autumn: The number of records on BirdTrack decreased rapidly from 529 in June to 
191 in July, to 121 in August and 19 in September, of which six were from Tarbat Ness and the last 
two were from Melness on the 19th and Culloden Wood on the 26th. Even fewer birds were caught 
and ringed per visit at Carse of Ardersier in July and August (73 in nine visits, compared to 203 in 
11 visits in 2023).  
 
 

Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita  
Common local Summer visitor and breeder, mainly in east, but increasing in 
west; uncommon migrant, but occasionally winters. 
 
Winter/Spring: There were no records of wintering birds, although the earliest report, on 3 March 
at Castle Heather, Inverness, was 13 days ahead of the start of daily records, at Loch Kinellan, by 
Strathpeffer, and Balnain, by Drumnadrochit. Records followed from two sites near Tain on 17 
March, Fort William and Skye on 20 March, Balmacara on 24 March, Rogart in SE Sutherland on 29 
March and Rum on 31 March. Of the 697 Spring records on BirdTrack, almost 75% were from 
around the Inner Moray Firth in Inverness-shire and Easter Ross, 10% from the west coast and 
islands, 5% from Lochaber and 7% from Badenoch & Strathspey. The few from Sutherland 
included reports from Kinlochbervie on 6 April, Melvich on 27 April and Handa in early May. 
 
Breeding: Despite widespread singing, breeding was proven at only four sites, as last year, with 
fledged young seen near Tain on 9 June and in Culloden Wood on 25 July. 
 
Autumn/Winter: There was a sharp peak of 92 BirdTrack records in September, between just 25 
in August and 29 in October. However, at potential sites for migrant arrival, only single birds were 
reported at Carse of Ardersier on four visits between 19 July and 8 September. Likewise, singles 
were usually seen at Tarbat Ness in September, apart from three on the 21st, whereas five birds 
were noted at Milton of Culloden on 16 and 18 September. Late singles were recorded at Melness 
on the north coast on 3 November, Morar on 18 November and, in December, in Inverness on the 
3rd and Rosemarkie on the 13th, the last two perhaps intending to winter.  
 
(Siberian Chiffchaff) Phylloscopus collybita tristis  
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Autumn: Two or three birds were accepted as showing characters of this subspecies.  One bird 
was recorded on 5 November at Milton, Redcastle and, possibly the same bird, along the Beauly 
Firth at Coulmore. Another bird was reported on 17 November at Shepherd’s Way Church, Portree.   
 
 

Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus trochiloides   
Vagrant. 
 
Autumn: One bird was found at Tarbat Ness on 7 September. This is only the second record for 
Highland, the previous bird having been found at the same site in August 2013. 
 
 

Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus   
Locally common summer visitor and breeder; uncommon migrant. 
 
Spring: There was a further slight improvement in the number of Spring records on BirdTrack to 
206 (193 in 2023). The first bird reported was at Drumbuie on Skye on 17 April, soon followed by 
three in the reeds at Balnakeil on 23 April. Most early records until 1 May (9/11) were from Skye 
or east of Inverness, but birds were soon spread throughout the region in suitable habitat, reaching 
Eigg on 1 May, Melness and Achavandra Muir, Dornoch on 2 May, Kingussie on 3 May and Rum on 
4 May. 
 
Breeding: As with other warblers, song and display was usually the only evidence of breeding and 
confirmation was only reported at Kyle of Tongue on 4 June and Hilton of Cadboll on 7 July.  
 
Number of male Sedge Warblers singing/displaying at Insh Marshes 2015–2024 

Number 
singing 
males 

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

112 74 99 83 87 * 66£ 73£ 85£ 82# 

*  Not counted due to Covid-19 restrictions. 
£   Pairs. 
#  Singing males. 
 
Summer/Autumn: The numbers of BirdTrack records decreased from 72 in June to 12 in August, 
a similar rate to that of 2023. Thereafter, records came from only two sites, Tarbat Ness, with 1-2 
birds on 8-9 September, and Coral Beach, Dunvegan, with four on 20 September. 
 
 

Blyth’s Reed Warbler Acrocephalus dumetorum   
Rare migrant; first recorded breeding in 2024. 
 
Summer: A male, only the seventh bird recorded in Highland, was singing in a patch of willowherb 
in east Sutherland from 17-21 June, before it was joined by a female on the 22nd. On 13 July, a bird 
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was photographed carrying food to a nest and, on 25 July, the pair were seen feeding at least two 
young. The last sighting, of at least two birds in the willowherb, was on 8 August. This is a first 
breeding record for Highland, Scotland and the UK. 
 

 
Blyth’s Reed Warbler © Dave Pullan 

 
 

Icterine Warbler Hippolais icterina   
Has bred; rare migrant. 
 
Summer: A singing male was present at Ribigill, near Tongue from 31 May to 1 June. There was a 
second report, from Creag Meagaidh NNR, on 19 June.  
 
 

Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia   
Uncommon, but increasing Summer visitor and breeder, especially in west; 
scarce migrant. 
 
Spring: A small improvement in the number of Spring records on BirdTrack to 79 (72 in 2023) 
was the result of more widespread reports from the east mainland (33 versus 20 in 2023). The 
earliest reports came on 21 April, from Lochcarron, Alturlie and Traigh, Morar, then on 22 April at 
Drumfearn on Skye, Fort William, Heights of Dochcarty in Easter Ross and Golspie. The first of three 
records from the north coast was from Melness on 3 May. The most birds counted at one site was 
six at Ardtornish, Morvern on 25 May. 
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Breeding: There were no records confirming breeding. 
 
Number of singing/displaying male Grasshopper Warblers at Insh Marshes, 2015–2024 

Number 
singing 
males 

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

20 19 26 16 20 * 6 11 8 8 

*  Not counted due to Covid-19 restrictions.     
 
Summer/Autumn: BirdTrack records in Summer were as sparse as in 2022 and 2023, 28 in 
June/July and just three in August, at Staffin, Skye on the 9th, Balchraggan above Loch Ness on the 
13th and Cluny Meadows, Newtonmore on the 14th. A later bird was reported on eBird at Glencoe 
on 22 August. 
 
 

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla   
Common Summer visitor and breeder; uncommon migrant and scarce, but 
increasingly present in Winter. 
 
Winter/Spring: Slightly fewer wintering birds than in 2023 were reported, at five locations in 
Inverness, two in Lochaber and Easter Ross, and one in Lochalsh. The lengthiest stays were a male 
and female at Scretan Burn, Inverness from 1 January to 29 February, a female at Drakies, from 26 
January to 1 March, a female at Fortrose from 29 January to 28 March and one or two birds at 
Plockton from 14-29 March. The Spring arrival seemed to start with singing birds at Balmacara 
and Drumfearn, Skye on 9 April, with subsequent daily records, including birds present near Tain 
by 10 April, Ardtornish, Moidart by 12 April and in Sutherland, at Rogart by 19 April and Melvich 
on 27 April. Many of the 593 records on BirdTrack from across the region in April and May 
reported multiple singing birds, to a maximum of eight in less than an hour in Culloden Wood on 3 
May and at Balloch on 17 May. However, a local decline in territories was evident at Rogart.   
 
Breeding: Confirmed breeding was reported at only seven sites, with fledged young noted 
between 10 June, at Smithton, Inverness, and early August, at Sandavore on Eigg. 
 
Autumn/Winter: Smaller numbers of BirdTrack records compared to 2023 fell rapidly in 
Summer from 220 in June to just 12 in August. After a small rise to 21 records in September, the 
decline continued to a mere five in November. Also, fewer migrants were caught and ringed at 
Carse of Ardersier, just one or two birds on nine occasions between 19 July and 22 September, 
interspersed with counts of seven on 28 August, and three on 19 August and 8 September. 
Likewise, at Tarbat Ness, singles were seen on 8 and 22 September and 1 October, followed by five 
birds on 2 October. Birds possibly intending to winter were noted at: two sites in Inverness, on 3 
and 10 December; at Fortrose, a male and female on 6 December;  Portree on 8 December; 
Balintore, two males on 19 December; Fort William, on 22 December; and Aviemore, a male during 
23-24 December. 
 
 



 

150 

 

Garden Warbler Sylvia borin   
Uncommon local Summer visitor and breeder, mainly in east; scarce migrant. 
 
Spring: Although single birds were reported earlier, at Falls of Shin on 22 April, River Morar on 24 
April, and on Skye at Nostie Bay on 26 April and Kirkton on 27 April, it turned out to be a 
disappointing year, with only 42 BirdTrack records in April-June (50 in 2023). About 55% of 
records were from west of the Great Glen, a smaller proportion than in 2023, while 29% were from 
Badenoch & Strathspey, and none from Sutherland. 
 
Breeding: There were no records of proven breeding. The best evidence of probable breeding was 
at least two birds alarm-calling in Strathglass on 10 June. 
 
Summer/Autumn: The dire lack of records continued, with only one on 9 July (on eBird) at Nevis 
Range and one on 14 July at Corronich Wood, Boat of Garten. 
 
 

Lesser Whitethroat Corruca corruca 

Has bred; scarce migrant. 
 
Spring/Summer: One bird was reported at Durness Health Centre on 13 May and another at 
Droman pier, NW of Kinlochbervie on 26 May, while a male was singing at Dalraddy Holiday Park, 
Kincraig on 27 May. Another was singing in Glen Nevis, Fort William on 7 June and there appeared 
to be two singing territories at Ruigh Aiteachain, SE of Kingussie on 13-23 June. 
 
Autumn: At Tarbat Ness one bird was detected on 26 September and two on 2 October. 
 
 

Whitethroat Corruca communis   
Locally common Summer visitor and breeder, mainly in east, but increasing in 
north and west; uncommon migrant. 
 
Spring: In complete contrast to 2023, all the early records were from the east coast. Four males 
were singing on Dunglass Island, Maryburgh on 21 April, two were in song by the River Peffery, 
Dingwall on 23 April, followed by records from Contin on 24 April, Ardersier and near Tain on 29 
April, Cadboll Point on 30 April, before the first on Eigg and the west coast at Achabeag, Morvern 
on 1 May. A total of 170 Spring records on BirdTrack was a considerable improvement on 2023 
and 2022. With only one record from the north coast, at Melness on 28 May, and seven from 
Badenoch & Strathspey, this was very much a bird of the Moray Firth Basin, the source of almost 
75% of records. 
 
Breeding: As usual, breeding was confirmed at very few sites (four or five). No juveniles were 
found this year on Eigg. 
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Summer/Autumn: The BirdTrack records total in this period (179) surpassed that of 2023 (137). 
Numbers declined rapidly from 107 in June to 10 in August, but singles were seen in September at 
Baddock, Ardersier on the 5th, Tormore Forest, Skye on the 20th and Hilton of Cadboll on the 1st 
and 25th. One or two birds were also seen regularly at Howlin, Eigg until 18 September and singles 
were reported on eBird at Merkinch NNR on the 3rd, Conon Bridge by the river on the 12th and 
Tarbat Ness on the 26th. 
 
 

Goldcrest Regulus regulus 
Abundant resident in coniferous woodland; common migrant. 
 
Winter/Spring: Fewer Winter records on BirdTrack (154) represented a 15% fall from the 2023 
total, but a smaller reduction in Spring yielded 525 reports. Most BirdTrack records did not specify 
a count, but the maximum in Winter was only four birds, at Daviot Woods on 21 January. Double-
digit counts were recorded at four sites on eBird, however, with 12 the maximum, at Strathgarve 
Forest on 12 January. Song was not noted until 6 February, at Smithton. One Fort William observer 
enjoyed a relatively unusual sighting of two individuals on his fat-ball feeders on 16 February. 
 
Breeding: On Eigg, a bird was seen collecting nest material at Sandavore on 31 March, but 
breeding was never proven. Elsewhere, there were 10 records of confirmed breeding, from 12 
May, at Heathmount, near Tain, to 16 August, in Anagach Woods, Strathspey, a total that is similar 
to the 2023 total. 
 
Autumn/Winter: A scaled-down ringing project at Carse of Ardersier resulted in 100 birds caught 
in 18 visits between 1 August and 12 December (in 2023, 203 caught in 29 visits). The peak months 
were September (eight visits, 51 caught, maximum 14 on the 27th) and October (five visits, 37 
caught, maximum 10 on the 3rd and 27th). In comparison, during seven visits to Tarbat Ness 
between 6 September and 6 October, 11 birds were noted, maximum three on 22 September. 
Woodland walks yielded top counts of 20 on 4 October and eight on 14 November in Anagach 
Woods, while in NW Sutherland nine were noted in one hour in Culag Wood. 
 
 

Wren Troglodytes troglodytes   
Abundant resident. 
 
Winter/Spring: Twelve fewer BirdTrack records in Winter (424) were more than compensated 
for in Spring, to end with a similar total (2126) in this period to that of 2023. Records usually only 
noted presence of birds and no Winter count was in double digits. Song was first noted 10 days 
later than in 2023, on 21 January near Tain, and did not become widespread until after mid-
February. Of the 10 double-figure counts in Spring, only three recorded more than 12 birds, during 
5-6 hour walks: 17 in woods south of Loch Torridon on 13 May, 16 in Cromarty on 19 May and 18 
in the Fairy Glen, Rosemarkie on 21 May. Individuals were often heard singing at Handa’s Great 
Stack. 
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Breeding: Despite the species’ abundance, breeding was confirmed at only 15 sites, including Eigg, 
with fledged young noted from 26 May, at Coire Ghiuthais, Strathspey, until 3 August, and at Rogart. 
More than one brood was noted at three sites. 
 
Autumn/Winter: The few double-digit counts were in the 10-11 range, accumulated over two to 
four hours, at Portmahomack on 25 September, Balmacaan, Drumnadrochit on 9 November and 
Glentromie on 1 December. 
 
 

Nuthatch Sitta europaea   
Occasional visitor; likely to be expanding range across Highland, and now a 
scarce breeding species. 
 
Nuthatch - Number of named localities by year 2015–2024 

Localities 
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

9 4 8 8 9 18 21 15 26 31(39*) 

*  Note that this includes eight locations found on eBird only, so the total may not be comparable with earlier years, when 
it is likely that only BirdTrack records were available. 

 
Winter/Spring/Summer: Records from 32 locations were received in this period: 14 in 
Lochaber, seven in Badenoch & Strathspey, four in west Inverness-shire, four in Easter Ross and 
three on Skye. Birds were often seen on feeders, particularly peanuts, e.g. at Strontian on 6-7 April, 
Dulnain Bridge on 17 April, Galtrigill, Skye on 23 April, Portree on 25 April and Tomich in 
Strathglass on 1 May. There were suggestions of a spread from sites where they had also been seen 
in recent years, e.g. Spean Bridge, to neighbouring locations, Roy Bridge, Achnacarry, Killiechonate 
woodland and even further to east Loch Arkaig and Kinclaven Wood. 
 
Breeding: A nest with young was found at a new location in Lochaber, Inversanda on 12 May. 
Probable breeding occurred at three sites, at Invergarry, where an adult was seen regularly 
entering a tree-hole, and, in west Inverness-shire, at Bunloit, Drumnadrochit, where two different 
birds were alarming on 5 July, and Loch Meiklie, where a dead female with a brood patch was found 
on 1 August. 
 
Autumn/Winter: Single birds were found at seven more locations: in Strathspey at Lynwilg on 11 
September; in west Inverness at Corrimony on 17 September; Lochend on 21 September;  Divach, 
Drumnadrochit on 25 September, 3 October and 31 October; in Wester Ross at Applecross on 24 
September; in Lochaber at Roy Bridge on 26 November; and Loch Arienas on 6 December. 
 
 

Treecreeper Certhia familiaris   
Common resident in woodlands throughout the region. 
 
Winter/Spring: The main improvement in numbers of BirdTrack records in this period (534 
versus 468 in 2023) was in the Winter months (218 versus 129 in 2023). As usual, over 55% of 
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records were from Badenoch & Strathspey, while more this year were from Rum and Skye (10%). 
As in 2023, Sutherland only produced seven, three at Tongue as well as at West Shinness on 9 
February, Rogart on 21 March, Golspie on 28 April and Lairg on14 May. Usually, one or two birds 
were seen, rarely three to five and seven was the maximum, in 3-4 hour woodland walks at 
Urquhart Bay, Drumnadrochit on 6 January and Loch an Eilein on 24 May.  
 
Breeding: Confirmed breeding was reported at more sites than in 2023 (12), including two on 
Skye. Young were found in a nest box in Aviemore on 12 May and the last family group was noted 
at Kingussie on 29 June.  
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: The number of records on BirdTrack declined from 84 in June to a 
low of 37 in September, before recovering to a small peak of 54 in November. The range of counts 
was very like that earlier in the year, with only five in excess of four birds. The sole double-digit 
count was 12 in two and a half hours in Anagach Woods, Grantown-on-Spey.  
 
 

Rose-coloured Starling Pastor roseus   
Rare visitor. 
 
Spring: The return of this occasional visitor again brought it to the west coast, but only to mainland 
sites and not to Skye and other islands, as was the case two to three years ago. The visits were brief, 
to Scourie on 21, 23 and 28 May.  A bird was visiting feeders at Arisaig on 27 May, while an adult 
bird was in the Arivegaig/Acharacle area on 28 May. As the sites on the NW and SW coasts, 
respectively, are not too far from each other, only two to four birds in total may have been involved.  
 
 

Starling Sturnus vulgaris   
Common breeder; common migrant and Winter visitor, especially in east, but 
declining. 
 
Winter/Spring: BirdTrack records were similar in number to 2023, slightly more in Winter (448), 
but slightly fewer in Spring (831), the majority merely indicating presence of birds. Counts 
commonly involved fewer than 30 birds. All bar one of nine three-figure counts were noted in 
January to mid-March: in Easter Ross at Rosemarkie, 131 on 17 January and Portmahomack, 100 
on 2 January and 11 February; in east Inverness at Wester/Easter Dalziel, 300 on 15 March, and at 
Smithton, 300 a day later; in Sutherland at Brora, 120 on 5 March; in Badenoch, at Nuide Farm, 
Newtonmore, 262 on 28 February; and on Skye, at Portree dump, over 300 on 23 January. As in 
2023, a later large congregation was recorded at Chanonry Point, 260 on 12 April.  
 
Breeding: This common breeder on Eigg produced good numbers of juveniles, seen especially in 
Miller’s Garden in June. Elsewhere, there were breeding reports from at least 46 different locations 
throughout the region, with fledged young noted from 9 May, in the Clachnaharry/South Kessock 
area, until 24 July, at Culloden. In woodland, nests were often found in tree-holes, but not at Rogart, 
where nest boxes were preferred. 
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Summer/Autumn/Winter: Notably high counts were reported on 28 occasions at sites scattered 
across the region, several of which had multiple sightings. In the east, Portmahomack saw 500 
mainly juveniles on 21 July, 275 on 22 July, 250 on 28 July, 2 and 4 August; Alturlie 500 on 24 July, 
200 on 10 November and 330 on 12 November; Tarbat Ness 600 on 6 September and 100 on 12 
November; and Drumguish, Badenoch over 100 on 30 September and 14 November. In the west, 
Arisaig had 100+ on 20 and 23 August and 150+ on 29 August. There were 12 single high counts: 
three in the west, at Traigh beach and, on Skye, at Neist Point and the highest 125 at Lower Breakish 
on 13 July; three in the north, at Faraid Head, Skerray and, the highest, 350 at Culkein, Stoer on 2 
September; and five in the east, at Udale Bay, Dingwall, Blackfold, Loch Ashie, all counts surpassed 
by 1000 in Inverness on 28 October. In Badenoch, 200 were probably going to roost in reeds at 
Coull, Insh on 22 October.  
 
 

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos  
Common breeder; common migrant, but scarce in Winter.  
 
Winter/Spring: Birds used to be very scarce away from the west coast a few years ago, but half of 
this year’s 69 January records on BirdTrack came from the Moray Firth area, plus three from 
Strathspey and four from the north coast. Counts of three to four birds at Achabeag, Morvern from 
6-24 January were bettered by five present at Tain on 10 January and six at Beauly on the 20th. 
Three were seen at Portskerra harbour on the north coast on 12 January. Singing was first reported 
on 25 January, at Smithton. Report numbers increased from 148 in February to 569 in May, with 
double-digit counts at Achabeag, of 11 on 1 March, Tain Moor, 15 on 12 March, Inverdruie, 
Strathspey, 10 on 28 March, and Avoch, 11 on 23 May.                      
 
Breeding: Numbers of breeding birds on Eigg seemed lower than usual. The last report was of a 
fledged juvenile on 16 June at Miller’s Cottage. Elsewhere, breeding was proven at 39 sites, usually 
by sightings of birds carrying food, first observed on 29 April at Nethy Causer. Fledged young were 
last reported at Drumguish, Badenoch on 28 July. 
 
Autumn/Winter: Considerably fewer records were submitted to BirdTrack in this period (178 
versus 308 in 2023), but more involved significant counts. A few specifically noted migrant birds 
and five at Tarbat Ness on 6 September were followed by five caught and ringed at Carse of 
Ardersier on the 8th. Double-digit counts were 10 at Portmahomack and 11 at Glencanisp Lodge 
on 25 September, then, the largest, 27 on 18 November at Sanna, Ardnamurchan, where an influx 
of 32 had occurred on 1 December 2023.  
 
 

Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus  
Common and widespread resident.  
 
Winter/Spring: The Winter records total on BirdTrack (205) was marginally higher than that of 
2023, due to a rise in frequency near the end of February. Over three quarters were from the east 
of Highland, mostly from Badenoch & Strathspey, the source of the highest counts; six on New 
Year’s Day at Grantown-on-Spey, eight near Castle Grant on 25 February and 10 at Drumguish on 
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27 February. The earliest song came on 6 January at this site, from a pair on territory. In 671 
records in Spring, only one double-figure count was made, on 2 April near Spey Way, including 
some birds feeding on grassland with Redwings. 
 
Breeding: Two or three pairs on Eigg raised young. Elsewhere, breeding was confirmed at 30 sites, 
starting with food-carrying observed at Deishar Flash, Boat of Garten on 11 April. Fledged young 
were noted between 6 May, at Forsinard, and 2 August, in Glen Carron, west of Ardgay. A bird 
mobbing a Golden Eagle in a tree in Meallach Chaitrine woodland in Badenoch on 6 May strongly 
suggested nearby breeding.   
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: The monthly recording rate on BirdTrack fell during Summer to very 
low levels of 23 in July and 11 in August, before recovering to a peak of 94 in November. Three 
groups of 15-30 birds were seen in August, at Dell of Killiehuntly in Badenoch (twice) and 
Forsinard, in September at three sites in Badenoch & Strathspey, Kinchurdy, Drumguish and 
Tulloch, and in October, in Strathfarrar, Drumguish and Carr Road in Strathspey. The one larger 
count in this period was 70+ at Dulnain Bridge on 5 October. After these, only two double-digit 
flocks were seen, of 20 birds at Tomfat Woods, near Inverness on 3 November and, largest of all, 
80 at Allangrange, Black Isle on 7 December.  
 
 

Redwing Turdus iliacus  
Scarce and declining breeder; usually common migrant, but sometimes scarce 
in Winter. 
  
Winter/Spring: The number of BirdTrack records in Winter (178) was almost the same as in 
2023, but slightly lower in Spring (121 versus 131 in 2023). Flock sizes were also somewhat 
smaller, with 80 birds at Wester/Easter Dalziel, near Inverness Airport on New Year’s Day, 65 at 
Dochgarroch, Loch Ness on 9 February, and 100 at Fortrose on 22 February and at Tain on 10 
March being the highest counts. Thereafter, 50 were seen at Lairg on 13 April and 50 at Melness, 
the last group of migrants, on 24 April. Reports came from throughout the region, including Eigg 
on 16 January and 17 April, and Handa on 24 April, but the highest count in the west was only 35 
at Clachan, Inverbroom on 17 February. The first bursts of song were heard on 5 April from a group 
of 30 birds in Badenoch. 
 
Breeding: Including the five sites where singing was noted in April and all sites in May, plus one 
on 12 June, potential breeding occurred at five locations in Sutherland (including one where two 
males were singing), four in Badenoch & Strathspey, two in east and one in west Inverness-shire, 
two in Wester Ross and one on Skye. Breeding was proven at a third Wester Ross site on 3 July. 
 
Autumn/Winter: The first report was almost a month later than in 2023, of two birds on 20 
September at Tormore Forest, Skye. The total number of BirdTrack records (546) was slightly 
lower than in 2023, with a peak of 249 in November, but nearly twice as many large flocks were 
seen. Between 9 October and 30 November, there were 24 reports of more than 100 birds from 
Badenoch & Strathspey, the largest 2000+ at South Laggan on 27 October and over 1000 in 
Anagach Woods, Grantown-on-Spey on 20 November, plus three more in the 500-1000 range. 
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Skye had seven sightings of more than 100 between 26 October and 19 November, including over 
1000 at Strollamus on 6 November and three reports of 500-1000. The west mainland had records 
of over 100 on nine occasions between 27 October and 28 November, starting with over 1000 at 
Glenshiel and Fort William, followed by counts of 500-1000 at other sites on four occasions. Seven 
records of over 100 were from Inverness-shire, between 1 November, when 200 were coming off 
the sea at Carse of Ardersier, and 7 December, the largest count being 450 in Strath Dearn on 14 
November. Easter Ross furnished only two 100+ records in December, with the top count being 
220 on 7 December. In a large Autumn influx on Eigg, 110 was the maximum count, at Cleadale on 
12 October. 
 

 
Redwing © Sue Sykes 

 
 

Blackbird Turdus merula 
Locally abundant resident; common migrant and Winter visitor.  
 
Winter/Spring: The 736 Winter records on BirdTrack were in line with recent years’ experience. 
A further 1788 were received in Spring. Only three sites yielded double-figure counts during 
January-March: Galtrigill on Skye, with eight counts of 12-14 between 4 January and 23 March; 
Drumguish, Badenoch, eight counts of 10-20 from 6 January - 9 March; and Achabeag, Morvern, 13 
on 18 January only. In April and May, walks around 12 sites produced 16 such counts, the highest 
26 at Nethy Bridge on 9 May, 21 at Merkinch NNR on 26 May and 20 at Fort William on 4 April.  
   
Breeding: A common breeder throughout Eigg, juveniles were present around Miller’s Garden in 
June. Elsewhere, breeding was confirmed at 61 sites throughout the region, usually by adults noted 
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carrying food, as first seen at Fort William on 10 April. After a long season, fledged young were last 
noted on 11 August, at Kincraig and Grantown-on-Spey. 
 
Autumn/Winter: As in 2023, the number of BirdTrack records increased during Autumn, from 
168 in August to 382 in November, before falling back to 278 in December. Counts were not given 
in most reports and only 1% of records were in double figures in September and October, but the 
frequency rose to 4% in November and 5% in December. The highest counts were 35 at 
Allangrange on the Black Isle on 7 December, 25 in Glen Nevis on 10 November and 20 in Culloden 
Wood on 19 November. 
 
 

Fieldfare Turdus pilaris  
Rare breeder; common migrant and Winter visitor.  
 
Winter/Spring: The number of records on BirdTrack in this period (135) was less than half of the 
2023 total. More than half were in January (80), after which they petered out to just one in May. 
Several flocks in January were in double figures, but only one was in three figures, 200 at Loans of 
Tullich in Easter Ross on the 5th.  Later, 160 were noted at Cromdale on 1 April. The majority of 
sightings (87%) were in the east of the region. Those from a scattering of sites in the west usually 
involved only 1-5 birds and the maximum for the three double-digit counts was 11 at Heaste on 
Skye on 12 January. 
 
Summer/Breeding: Only two single birds were seen in Summer, one flying north at Dulnain 
Bridge on 6 June, the other at Gaick Lodge on 24 June. There was no evidence of breeding.  
 
Autumn/Winter: A total of 344 BirdTrack records in this period represents a 44% increase on 
the number in 2023. A sprinkling of seven eBird reports over a five-week period, all in low single 
figures, started with one bird at Badralloch on Little Loch Broom on 22 September and two at 
Forsinard on 27 September. From the end of October, a total of 61 flocks of more than 100 birds 
was many more than in 2023 and flock sizes were generally considerably larger. Between 28 
October and 5 December, 25 such flocks were recorded in Badenoch & Strathspey, the largest 700+ 
birds in Anagach Woods, Grantown-on-Spey on 20 November, although six other reports were of 
500-600. Between 30 October and 12 December, in 15 records of 100+ birds in Inverness-shire, 
the maximum count was 500 in Strath Dearn on 16 November. Between 1 and 28 November, 12 
records of 100+ birds in the west mainland included the top count of over 2000 at Inverpolly on 
the 14th, as well as 600 at Achabeag, Morvern on the 2nd and at Ullapool on the 28th. Between 30 
October and 19 November, six flocks of 100+ birds on Skye included three of 500+, at Blackpark 
on 30 October, Heaste on 4 November and Strollamus on 6 November. In Easter Ross, 220 were 
counted in a mixed flock with Redwings at Heights of Dochcarty on 24 November and 1200 at 
Garve on 26 November. In north Sutherland, at Torrisdale, Bettyhill, a huge flock of 843 birds was 
seen on 18 November. 
 
 

Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus  
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Summer visitor, breeding mainly restricted to uplands in west and 
Cairngorms; scarce migrant throughout region.  
 
Spring: There were more records on BirdTrack (122) than in the previous three years. The first 
reported bird was singing at Cairn Gorm on 30 March. There were 34 more records from the 
Cairngorms, including multiple reports of probably the same birds around the ski area. The 
Monadhliaths, from Strath Dearn south to Creag Meagaidh, produced 26 records; the 
Drumochter/Ben Alder area 10; Lochaber one; mountains the length of the west Highlands 31; 
mountains on Skye 15, including Quiraing where three males were singing on 4 April; and 
Sutherland hills three.  
 
Breeding: In the Monadhliaths, three territories were identified in Glen Banchor on 14 June. 
Breeding was proven at seven sites; three in the Cairngorms, two in the west Highlands, one in 
Sutherland and the last on Skye, between 27 May and 9 July. 
   
Summer/Autumn: A total of 30 records on BirdTrack in this period was less than half that of 2023. 
Twenty were in June, five in July and only three in August-October. The final two reports, from 
Cairn Gorm on 4 November, were possibly of the same bird. Bird numbers reported were in low 
single figures, apart from 28 on Liathach, Torridon on 6 October.  
 
 

Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata  
Common, but declining Summer visitor and breeder; scarce migrant.  
 
Spring: The number of BirdTrack records in May, 118, was more than double the 2023 figure and 
105 in June was 10 more than in 2023. Records of single birds at Balnacoil graveyard in Strath 
Brora on 3 May and in Craigellachie NNR on 4 May followed BirdGuides reports from Tarbat Ness 
on 29 April and Creag Meagaidh NNR on 1 May, but the main arrival seemed to start on 9 May, with 
records from across the region, at Loch Morlich, Corrimony, Morvich and Breakish on Skye, then 
from Abernethy and Forsinard on 10 May. Nearly half the total was from Badenoch & Strathspey 
and only just over a quarter from the west, including a few from Skye, Rum, Eigg and Canna. 
Scattered Sutherland sightings included ones on the north coast at Melness and Strathy Point, 
while four birds were counted in the Cape Wrath MOD Range on 31 May.  
 
Breeding: Breeding was confirmed at 25 sites, including Kildonan on Eigg, starting with food-
carrying seen at Ariundle on 9 June and ending with an adult feeding three fledglings at Dingwall 
Ferry on 23 August. It is not clear whether single juveniles seen at Insh on 31 August and Elgol on 
8 September were born at these sites.  
 
Summer/Autumn: The numbers of BirdTrack reports in these months declined in a similar 
manner to 2023, from 83 in July to 35 in August and 13 in September. The latest records were from 
Tuinne, Melness, six in the period 15-19 September and a late one on 11 October. 
 
 

Robin Erithacus rubecula  
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Common resident; vacates uplands in Winter; continental birds arrive in 
Autumn, many of which winter.  
 
Winter/Spring: Still the second most commonly recorded species, there were 2684 records on 
BirdTrack in January-May (66 more than in 2023). Only 14 counts were in double figures (60 in 
2023), 11 in the east of the region; three near Fort William. The highest was 22 birds in 75 minutes 
on 13 March by the River Nethy at Duackbridge. 
 
Breeding: There were at least 96 sites where breeding was proven between 28 April, when food 
carrying was noted at Tain Moor, and 23 August, when fledged young were seen at Allt Fearn in 
Lochaber. In addition, widespread breeding was reported on Eigg and adults were seen feeding 
three fledglings near Handa bothy throughout July and August. 
 
Autumn/Winter: Fewer BirdTrack records in this period than in 2023 (1563 versus 1646) 
included 16 double-figure counts. Three were at coastal locations on the Moray Firth, at Carse of 
Ardersier 10 birds on 27 September and at Tarbat Ness 25 on 2 October and 10 on 6 October. The 
highest of eight west coast counts was 15 at Inverkirkaig on 25 September and 18 at Fort William 
hostel circuit on 10 November.  
 
 

Red-breasted Flycatcher Ficedula parva 
Vagrant. 
  
Autumn: A first-winter bird was present at Kilmory, Rum from 17-19 October.  
 
 

Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca  
Scarce Summer visitor and breeder; scarce migrant. 
 
Spring/Summer: There were more records on BirdTrack (63) than in any of the three previous 
years. As usual, most (47) were from Craigellachie NNR, Aviemore, starting on 2 May, while a 
further 12 were from other sites in Badenoch & Strathspey, Insh Marshes, four records between 
13 and 25 May, Loch Insh, six between 17 and 29 May, and Loch Alvie on 26 May and 5 June. 
Further afield, there were records from Knoydart on 21 April, Brora on 27 April, Tokavaig, Skye on 
24 May, Loch Ruthven on 12 June and Glen Nevis on 7 June and 28 July.  
 
Breeding: At Craigellachie, occupied nests were identified on 18 May and 8 June. Two adults were 
visiting a nest box with young on 19 June. Birds were seen carrying food at Loch Alvie on 5 June 
and at Loch Insh on 8 June. 
 
Autumn: Single birds were reported at Tarbat Ness on 1 September and at Braemore junction on 
10 September. 
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Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros   
Scarce migrant and Winter visitor. 
 
Winter/Spring: A bird was found on 10 January at Hilton of Cadboll, Easter Ross where a 
female/juvenile had been seen in early November 2023. Further individuals appeared at locations 
as diverse as Acharacle, Moidart on 7 April, Loch Sligachan, Skye on 7 May and Tower Road, 
Inverness on 23 May.  
 
Summer/Autumn: Widely scattered sightings continued, with an adult female at Croick, Easter 
Ross on 16 July and singles at Loch Eriboll, NW Sutherland on 18 October, UHI Inverness on 3 
November and Kinloch, Rum on 10 November. 
 
 

Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus  
Locally common Summer visitor and breeder; uncommon migrant. 
 
Spring: The first bird heard was at Insh Marshes on 19 April, followed by records of singles at 
Abernethy on the 20th, Loch Garten, Dell Wood and Sithean on Skye on the 21st, Inverie on 
Knoydart on the 22nd and two birds at Loch nan Eala, Arisaig on the 23rd. The number of records 
on BirdTrack continued to fall, slightly, to 95, of which only 13 were from west of the Great Glen, 
including two on Skye. The furthest north were from Rovie Lodge, Dalmore in SE Sutherland on 17 
and 24 May.   
 
Breeding: Three of a total of four records of confirmed breeding were from Badenoch & 
Strathspey, the first at Drumguish on 31 May, the last at Loch Garten on 30 July. 
 
Summer/Autumn: There was also a decline in the number of BirdTrack records in June (35 
versus 48 in 2023) and July (10 versus 15 in 2023). The latest records concerned an adult male at 
Balgowan, Badenoch on 25 August and two birds heard at Merkinch LNR on 31 August. 
 
 

Whinchat Saxicola rubetra  
Summer visitor and breeder, becoming more uncommon; scarce migrant.  
 
Spring: Another poor year for sightings brought the number of BirdTrack records, 47, back to 
2022 levels. The first two singles were seen on 22 April in Badenoch, at Drumguish and on rough 
ground further west. Single birds were noted on Eigg on 24 April and at Lochcarron on 25 and 29 
April, before more regular reports began in early May. Compared to 2023, a higher proportion of 
records, almost two thirds, were from the west, 14 from the mainland, 11 from Skye, five from Rum 
and two from Eigg. The most northerly bird was seen at Rogart, SE Sutherland on 16 May.  
 
Breeding: Proven breeding was reported at 13 sites, as in 2023: five in Lochaber, four on Skye and 
four in Badenoch, where fledged young were first noted at Drumguish on 18 June and latest on 28 
August at Balgowan. 
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Summer/Autumn: Fewer BirdTrack records in Summer than in 2023 (62 versus 80) were 
followed by sightings of singles at Bettyhill on 3 September and Culkein on 21 September. Earlier 
sightings in Sutherland were made at Forsinard on 13 July, Cape Wrath on 15 July, Melvich on 1 
August and Handa Island on 6 August. 
 
 

Stonechat Saxicola rubicola  
Common breeder; increasingly resident inland in Winter.  
 
Winter/Spring: There were only 68 BirdTrack records in January and February, rising to 381 in 
Spring. Over 90% of Winter records were from coastal areas all round Highland, including the 
north coast, Skye and Rum. The highest counts were at Dornoch, with six birds on 16 January and 
7 February. Inland, singles were seen at Dell of Killiehuntly, Inverdruie, Arabella, Fersit and Creag 
an Loin, Badenoch between 19 January and 25 February, before five birds were noted at 
Drumguish, Badenoch on 28 February. In Spring, a noticeably higher proportion of records were 
from inland sites. Higher counts were also accumulated, 11 at Craigmuir, Inverness in on 24 May 
and 16 at Ardtornish, Morvern on 26 May.  
 
Breeding: Breeding was proven at 72 locations throughout Highland, between 25 April, when a 
nest with young was found at Kilmory on Rum, and 18 September, when a family of five were noted 
in Inshriach NNR near Kingussie. In addition, there were at least six or seven breeding pairs on 
Eigg. 
 
Autumn/Winter: The number of BirdTrack records dropped sharply from 116 in September 
and 101 in October to 58 in November and 18 in December. There were 24 counts of more than 
three birds in September, five such counts in October, none in November and one in December. 
The maximum count was nine birds on 23 September at Culkein, 
 
 

Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe  
Locally abundant Summer visitor and breeder, although uncommon in east; 
common migrant.  
 
Spring: A lower total of BirdTrack records was received in March (19 versus 28 in 2023), with the 
first bird seen in Insh Marshes on the 20th. A series of records from Skye followed, from Camas 
Malag and Torrin on 22 March, two birds at Lower Milovaig on 23 March and at Neist Point on 24 
March, then four at Neist Point and at Kilmory, Rum on 25 March. Lower numbers were also 
reported in April (157 versus 226 in 2023) and May (223 versus 297 in 2023). The majority of 
records (56%) were from the western side of the region and the great majority (12/13) of double-
figure counts. The maximum count was 22 at The Quiraing, Skye on 19 April, while 15 were noted 
at Sanna on 28 April, Beinn an Eoin/Baosbheinn in Torridon on 4 May and Handa on 11 May. 
 
Breeding: Breeding was confirmed at 26 sites, nine fewer than in 2023, but more than in 2022. 
Fledged young were first seen at The Quiraing on 31 May and the latest at Uileann on Morvern on 
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28 July. Breeding success was seemingly fairly low on Eigg, but juveniles were spotted across 
Handa in June and July.  
 
Summer/Autumn: Numbers of BirdTrack records dropped from 102 in June, 64-65 in July and 
August to 17 in September and eight in October. There were four double-figure counts on Skye in 
June and July, the highest being 14 on 26 July at Neist Point, where 10 were still recorded on 2 
September. However, the best count was 20 on Handa on 24 July. On 25 September, one bird was 
noted at 1050m in snow on Bynack More in the Cairngorms. The latest reports came from 
Cromarty on 22 October and UHI Inverness on 3 November. 
 
(Greenland Wheatear) Oenanthe oenanthe leucorhoa  
 
Spring: Seven records in April included four from Skye, the most significant seven birds at 
Kilmaluag on 21 April. Two were seen at Castle Stuart on 30 April and singles at two sites in 
Sutherland. In May, there were reports of singles at two sites on Skye and one in Strathspey. Of 15 
June records, seven were from Skye, with the highest count six at Loch Dunvegan on 6 June, five 
from Sutherland, with three birds noted at Loch Loyal on 2 June and Strathy Point on 7 June, and 
three from the Cairngorms of one or two birds.  
 
Autumn: All three reports in July were from Skye, including one of five birds at Ashaig. Four of five 
August reports and both September records were also from Skye, where the highest count was of 
seven birds at Neist Point on 11 August. One bird was seen at Tarbat Ness on 26 August. 
 

 
Wheatear © Sue Sykes 

 

Dipper Cinclus cinclus  
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Locally common resident. 
  
Winter/Spring: Widely reported as is the norm, there were 137 reports from 1 January–
31 March (126 in 2023 and 97 in 2022). Counts were almost entirely in ones and twos, 
with 5 at Loch Arienas (Morvern) on 18 February and threes at Killiechonate Woodland 
(Spean Bridge) on 29 February, Nethybridge on 1 March, Loch Arienas on 3 March and 
Holm Burn (Inverness) on 13 March. There were two reports of a single bird at Loch 
Scresort (Rum) on 6 and 31 January. The largest counts of this territorial species were 
both from Inverness in March, with three at Whin Park on 4 March and four at Ness 
Islands on 15 March. There was one early year record on Eigg on 19 January. 
   
Breeding: On BirdTrack, the first report of nest-building was from Inverness on 25 
February and a used nest was seen at Nethybridge on 7 March. Fledged young were 
recorded at 10 sites with the first record being from Nethybridge on 10 May. On Eigg,  
there was no confirmation of breeding. 
 
Autumn/Winter: On BirdTrack, there were 103 reports in September to December (139 
in 2023) from across the region, but with far fewer from the Spey during this period. 
Three were recorded at Killiechonate Woodland on 28 November and Loch Arienas on 6 
December, where there had been 5 on 11 November. There were singles present fairly 
regularly from October-December on Eigg.   
 

 

Tree Sparrow Passer montanus  
Locally common resident in Inner Moray Firth; rare elsewhere.  
 
Winter/Spring: There were 117 reports on BirdTrack for the period January–March, 
from roughly 26 sites (28 in 2023 and 15 in 2022), some sites being close to each other, 
but others widely spaced. Notably, in March, three birds were noted at Skye of Curr 
(Strathspey) on the 19th and one at Redcastle on the 31st. There were 4 reports of birds 
in Inverness and a single bird was in the centre of Fortrose on 28 February. Highest 
counts were 40 at Fodderty on 14 and 15 January, 18 at Milton of Culloden on 20 February 
and 20 at Nigg Bay on 29 March.  The highest counts on BirdTrack in the first three 
months were eight birds at Milton of Culloden, Inverness on 24 February, at least five at 
Beechwood, Inverness on 5 March and four at Strathpeffer and Kiltearn, Easter Ross on 
24 February and 3 March respectively, although higher numbers may have been reported 
as mere presence. Notably, in Nethy Bridge, three birds were at garden feeders on 19 
January, where they remained for several days. As in the previous year, higher counts 
were noted in April, such as 22 at Balloan, Black Isle on the 15th and, east of Inverness, 
14 at Dalziel on the 22nd and eight at Alturlie on the 28th. 
   
Breeding: On BirdTrack, the first record of courtship and display came from Seafield 
(Inverness) on 14 March and nest-building was reported at Ashton Farm (Smithton) on 
28 March. A nest with young was reported in a nest box in Cromdale (Strathspey) on 2 
June. A bird was also seen there on 5 June and 2 birds were reported in Anagach Woods 
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on 17 July. Recently fledged young were seen at Hilton of Cadboll on 2 June and, 
thereafter, at Balloch (Inverness), Alturlie, Culloden and Milton of Culloden and at Ashton 
Farm.  
    
Summer/Autumn/Winter: In August, there were reports of birds from as far north as 
Forsinard, as well as at Dornoch, Hilton of Cadboll, Tarbat Ness and Fearn. In September, 
a further 5 sites were recorded including Udale Bay on the Black Isle. By October, there 
were a greater number of reports from 12 sites across the region, including Brora in 
Easter Ross; and in November and December there were 43 reports from 13 sites 
including a further sighting from Strathspey.  
 

 
Tree Sparrow © Sue Sykes 

 
 

House Sparrow Passer domesticus  
Common resident, but locally scarce in north.  
 
Winter/Spring: January–March saw 836 entries on BirdTrack from across the region. 
Only 43 counts were in double figures, with 8 of 20 or more, though other groups were 
most probably uncounted. The highest counts recorded were in March of 25 birds in 
Ullapool on 10th and in Gairloch on 16th (by the same observer).  A leucistic bird was at 
Elgol (Skye), on 3 January. 
 
Breeding: Nest-building was first recorded on BirdTrack at Galtrigill on 4 March and the 
first report of newly fledged young was from Beechwood (Inverness) on 25 May. The final 
sightings were most probably second broods at Achabeag and Balgowan on 1 and 3 
August; Laggan on 2nd, Drumguish (Badenoch) on the 19th and Balgowan (near Laggan) 
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on 4 September. In all, there were 68 reports of confirmed breeding on BirdTrack (86 in 
2023). On Eigg, a good number of juveniles were again observed.  
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: Counts of 20 or more recorded on BirdTrack for the season 
reflected sites noted in 2023 and numbers recorded were highest in Autumn. In June and 
July, the highest counts were in July of 35 birds at Tarbat Ness; 33 at Chanonry; over 30 
at Galtrigill; and 30 at Ardersier. In August, 30 were at Auchabeag, Laggan and Carse of 
Ardersier. In September and October, the largest flocks were on the Black Isle, 30 at 
Cromarty and of 50 at Chanonry. In November and December, the highest count was 30 
at Galtrigill on 2 November; with 20 at Achabeag and 19 in Grantown, both in December.    
 
 

Dunnock Prunella modularis 
Common resident.  
 
Winter/Spring: Reports, predominantly of between 1–4 birds, were from all over the 
Highland reporting area throughout the period January–April and from numerous 
habitats. The highest counts on BirdTrack were both in March from Cow Hill (Fort 
William), with 12 birds on the 14th and 10 on the 25th. 
 
Breeding: On BirdTrack, singing birds were reported across the area from 21 January. 
Courtship behaviour was first noted in Culloden Wood on 2 April. The first recorded food-
carrying was at Insh Marshes on 14 May and the first fledged young were sighted at 
Drummond on the 21st. Confirmed breeding reports were few at the start of the season, 
but built up through June (12 reports) and July (21). The last fledged young to be recorded 
were at Alt Fearn on 23 July. The first singing bird was reported at Culloden on 14 
January. The first confirmed breeding came from South Kessock, Inverness on 24 April, 
when an adult was recorded food-carrying. The first report of the fledged young was from 
Tain Moor Farm on 19 May. In a seemingly successful breeding season on Eigg, adults 
were seen feeding newly fledged young on 4 August.  
 
Autumn/Winter: On BirdTrack in September, 11 birds were recorded at Carse of 
Ardersier on the 8th and 10 at Tarbat Ness on the 14th.  In October and November, counts 
were predominantly of between 1–3 birds, with four counted at Drumguish and 
Achabeag; and, in December, there were only three counts of four or more with the 
highest being from the study area at Carse of Ardersier of 8 birds on the 5th.  The most 
significant counts were during the ringing study at Carse of Ardersier, with 15 on 11 
November and 21 on 31 December. Elsewhere, 15 birds were at Drumguish in Badenoch 
on 12 November. On Handa, birds were seen infrequently whilst, on Eigg, an Autumn 
influx was again suspected.  
 

Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava 
Uncommon passage migrant. 
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Spring: There were four records, all of males. A Blue-headed Wagtail M. f. flavissima was 
at Insh Marshes on 3 May. At Balnakeil, a Blue-headed Wagtail, discovered on 9 May, 
remained until next day, when it was joined by a Yellow Wagtail M. f. flava. On 18 May, it, 
or another, Yellow Wagtail M. f. flava was also present there.  
 
 

Citrine Wagtail Motacilla citreola 
Vagrant. 
 
Spring: A second calendar year female was found at Balnakeil on 22 May. Interestingly, 
one was reported from the same area in May 2023.  
 
 

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea  
Locally common breeder, scarce in Winter.  
 
Winter/Spring: On BirdTrack, two birds were reported from Inverness on 4 January, on 
Ardnamurchan on the 5th and from the River Ness on  the 14th. Elsewhere, singles were 
reported at 15 fairly widely spread locations. In March and April, reports were from 
probably well over 50 sites across the region. As last year, many reports came from the 
River Spey. On Eigg, birds were first seen on 4 March (13 April in 2023). Two birds were 
recorded at Milton of Culloden on 14 January, at Achabeag, Morvern on 5 February and 
at Alturlie on the 11th. Elsewhere, singles were reported at 21 sites. Reports came 
regularly from many inland sites, and repeatedly from the River Spey. On Eigg, birds were 
present from 13 April. 
 
Breeding: Courtship was first recorded at Grantown on Spey on 31 March. An occupied 
nest was recorded on BirdTrack at Grantown on 16 May and at Dellifure (Strathspey), a 
male was carrying food on the 22nd. Of 10 reports of newly-fledged young, the last was 
from Inverpolly Fish Farm on 21 August.   A singing bird was noted in Inverness on 3 
March. The first confirmed breeding was at Contin, Easter Ross on 13 May and the last, of 
a further 16 well scattered reports was at Achabeag on 12 August. On Eigg, of the four 
pairs recorded, three were known to have raised young. 
     
Autumn/Winter: There were only 33 BirdTrack records in September (59 in 2023) and 
21 in October (21 in 2023, but 45 in 2022). In November and December combined, there 
were 23 reports from nine sites. In the last three months of the year, all reports were of 
singles, save one at Abriachan of two birds. The last sighting on Eigg was on 25 November. 
There were 59 BirdTrack records in September (58 in 2022), dropping steeply to 24 in 
October (45 in 2022), 18 in November and 17 in December. On Eigg, birds had generally 
left by late July. Throughout this period, records were predominantly of one or two birds, 
with two significant counts in Inverpolly of 12 on 21 September and 16 on the next day.  
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Pied/White Wagtail Motacilla alba  
Common breeder; uncommon or scarce in Winter, especially inland. 
 
Note that, in general, Motacilla alba alba and Motacilla alba yarrellii are treated solely as 
M. alba, as BirdTrack records do not always identify sub-species, although most records 
probably refer to M. a. yarrellii. Where M. a. alba is specifically identified, then these 
records are listed separately. 
 
Winter/Spring: In January-February, there were 106 reported sightings, predominantly 
from the east of the Highland recording area though there were also reports from Skye, 
Wester Ross, Sutherland, Lochaber and the Fort William area. The highest counts were in 
February with 7 birds at Caol (Fort William), on 14th at Culloden, on the 20th. In March, 
arrival accelerated, as in 2023, with 280 reports across Highland. Counts of 20 or more 
birds came from two sites during the month. At UHI (Inverness), there were 23 on the 
10th and 20 on the 16th. At Kilchoan, there were over 25 on the 29th and Clachan and 
Inverpolly both had counts in double figures. In April, the highest counts came from 
Inverpolly with 10 birds on the 17th and 28th and 15 on the 25th. 
    
Breeding: The first report of a singing bird was from Tain Moor on 17 March and the first 
nest-building recorded was at Achabeg on 4 April. Occupied nests were recorded at 
Rogart on 3 May and at Garva Moor on 20 May and, thereafter, there were 47 confirmed 
breeding reports from across the area. The last was from Balgowan on 25 August. On Eigg, 
fairly low numbers of birds were seen, but breeding was believed to have been successful. 
At Gaick in Badenoch, two birds were seen exhibiting territorial behaviour on 31 March 
and nest-building was recorded at Tarbat Ness, on 19 April. The first fledged young were 
seen in Sutherland at Rogart on 30 May. Breeding was proven on at least 37 well-
scattered sites. On Eigg, breeding numbers seemed distinctly low and the first fledged 
young was seen on 16 June.  
  
Summer/Autumn/Winter: In Summer, the most notable post-breeding counts came 
from Dingwall, with 60 on 26 July, and from Balintore, with 40 on 29 August. In 
Inverpolly, the highest count was 34 birds on 8 September. In October, there were 20 
birds in Inverness on the 7th, and 16 at Caol (Fort William) on the 18th. As in 2023, in 
November and December, birds were again on or near the coast; individual reports were 
down to 47 and none were in double figures.  
 
(White Wagtail) Motacilla alba alba 

Spring: The first bird recorded on BirdTrack was at Kilchoan (Lochaber) on 29 March. 
Thereafter, there were 42 reports in April, nine in May and three in June. In all, birds were 
recorded during this period at 39 sites, the majority of which were near the coast. Counts 
in double figures were submitted in April, with 11 birds at Dornoch on the 14th and 10 
at Ashaig on the 20th. 

Autumn: Interestingly, there was an adult with a juvenile at Lower Milovaig on 8 July. If 
these were Autumn birds, they were very early, and there was no suggestion of mixed 
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breeding in this report. Between August 20–27 there were seven reports, with 10 birds 
on the Milovaig Loop on the 25th. In September, there were six reports from four sites 
with six birds at Brothers Point on Skye on the 15th.  The last bird of the year was at 
Culkein on the 25th.   After an early record of three birds at Shieldaig in Wester Ross on 
14 August, there followed eight reports in September and October of one or two birds at 
three sites in the west and three in the east, the last at the UHI Inverness campus on 20 
October. 
 
 

Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis 
Abundant breeder; uncommon in Winter, when absent from most areas. 
  
Winter/Spring: During the first two months, the only double-figure counts were 10 near 
Tain on 14 January and 12 at Alturlie on 20 January. Smaller numbers were found at or 
near the coast, apart from singles at Fersit on 1 January, Achnahannet on 12 February and 
Coulnakyle on 15 February. An early inland record was of 12 at Allt Riabhachain, near 
Loch Monar on 11 March. The next significant count was 50 at Lower Milovaig on 17 
March. but it was not until 27 March that further large flocks were noted, with 30 at 
Heaste, 40 at Drumguish, 60 at Braes turnoff and 80 at Dell of Killiehuntly. There were 70 
BirdTrack records of over nine birds in April with peaks of 160 on Raasay on the 4th, 130 
at Torbreck-Rogart on the 5th, and 180 at Swordale (Skye) on the 10th. By far the largest 
subsequent record was 200 at Ashie Moor on 1 May. 
 
Breeding: The first report of display was from Gaick on 23 March, and nest-building was 
under way on Rum six days later. The first proven breeding report was of an adult 
carrying food at Coral Beach, Dunvegan on 27 May. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter:  Some of these counts may refer to extensive areas rather 
than discrete flocks.  Highest counts were 79 at Strathnaver on 25 June, 100 at Forsinard 
on 13 July and 50 at Tarbat Ness on 1 August. Next month, passage was clearly under way 
with 150 at Tarbat Ness on 6 September, but was soon over, with 17 between Glencoe 
and the Devil’s Staircase on 2 October, the peak count that month.  At Seafield, there were 
25 on 24 November, but the scarcity of this bird in Winter in Highland is evidenced by 
there being only 14 BirdTrack records during December, with a peak of nine at Achabeag 
on 8 December. 
 
 

Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis 
Locally common Summer visitor and breeder, but scarce in Autumn. 
 
Spring: There were 472 BirdTrack records for the year (394 in 2023), but clearly the 
species is still greatly under-recorded. The first record, at the Carn Bingally track on 11 
April, was on an average date. Singletons were subsequently noted at 23 sites until 12 
singing birds were reported at Kinrara on 20 April. Subsequent peak counts were of nine 
at Craigellachie on 9 May and ten at Abernethy Forest on 18 May and 1 June. 
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Breeding:  Proven breeding occurred at only seven sites, but probable breeding at only 
an additional 17 sites (nine and 109 respectively in 2023). The first fledged young were 
at Dalraddy Moor on the late date of 18 June.  

Autumn: There were 25 July records of up to three birds, and 25 August records, 
maximum four birds. Early September records of singles came from three sites and four 
noted at Dell Wood on the 16th were last.  
 
 

Rock Pipit Anthus petrosus 
Locally common breeder; common Winter visitor to wide range of coastal 
sites. 
 
Winter: There were thirteen double-digit counts during January-March, with 45 at 
Dornoch on 16 January the peak. Elsewhere, there were 21 at Kyle of Durness on 1 
February, 15 at Kilmaluag on 7 January and 10-12 at Achabeag, Alturlie, Ballachulish, 
Brough Bay and Chanonry. The only non-coastal record was of one at Achnasheen on 10 
February. 
 
Breeding: The first singing birds were heard on 20 March at Ardnamurchan Point and 
Eigg. Breeding was proven at six sites, with the first bird carrying food at Lochcarron on 
19 May.  
 
Autumn/Winter: The only double-figure counts were 30 Inverkirkaig on 21 October, 12 
Strathy Point on 4 September, ten at Culkein on 23 September and ten Kilmory and 
Shamhnan Insir, Rum on 13 October. In 2023, there were double-digit counts from 15 
sites.  
 
(Scandinavian Rock Pipit) Anthus petrosus littoralis  
 
One at Embo on 9 April was the only record, although doubtless many of the other Winter 
records refer to this sub-species, which cannot be safely separated from the nominate 
subspecies except in breeding plumage.  
 
 

Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 
Abundant resident; common in Winter, especially in east. 
 
Winter/Spring: Peak monthly counts were 81 at Achabeag on 18 January, 350 at 
Corrimony on 17 February (by far the largest count), 100 at Ballintean on 6 March, 200 
at Creag Meagaidh on 26 April (unusually late for such a flock) and 57 at Cow Hill on 4 
May. Widespread in small numbers, with ten on Rum on 25 February. A partially leucistic 
bird was seen on several dates at Aviemore.  
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Breeding: First song was reported on 6 February at Seafield, but no nest-building was 
noted until 14 April, at Clachnaharry.  Five days later, there was the first indication of 
proven breeding, with an occupied nest at Smithton. Although these dates were later than 
those of the previous year, the first fledged young were seen earlier, on 18 May at 
Glenmore.  
 
Autumn/Winter: Peak monthly counts were 80 at the Fairy Pools on 20 July, 60 at Dell 
of Killiehuntly on 10 August,  70 at Ardersier on 20 September, 70 at Loch Garten on 4 
October, 110 at Creag Meagaidh on 27 November and 170 at Balgowan on 27 December. 
Flock sizes were generally rather small and the only other triple-figure count was of 104 
at Achabeag on 1 November.  Some counts may refer to accumulations over a larger area, 
rather than flocks. 
 

Brambling Fringilla montifringilla 
Rare breeder; uncommon migrant and Winter visitor, although 
occasionally can be locally common. 
 
Winter/Spring: Small numbers were widespread with records from about 52 named 
sites. By far the largest flock was 100 at North Kessock on 15 February, followed by 17 at 
Holme Rose-Kilravock on 17 February and eight at Drumguish on 23 January. The Spring 
records were singles at Drummond, Inverness on 1 and 2 April, at Glanakille on 12 April  
and Hilton of Cadboll on 23 and 24 April.  
 
Autumn/Winter: There was a very small influx, starting with a singleton at Melness on 
25 September. The largest flock was 12 near Coignafearn on 9 December with five at 
Forsinard on 22 November, four at The Polchar on 13 November and one or two at 
another 16 widely-scattered sites.  
 

 
Bramblings with Chaffinches © Desmond Dugan 

 
 

Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes 
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Has bred; scarce visitor at any time of year. 
 
Winter/Spring: Birds were noted at seven localities. One was at Ullapool on 19 January 
to 22 February, three on Kessock Road, Inverness on 14 February, one in Glenurquhart 
on 25 March, one at Brora on 4 April, a second-year male trapped at Melvich on 21 April, 
one  at Newtonhill on 29 April and two there on 6 May, with one at West Balbeg on 13 
June.  
 
Breeding: At the site where birds have been seen regularly since 2021, birds were noted 
as present from 30 April until 17 June at least, with two pairs on 1 May. 
 
Autumn/Winter: Singles were at Drumfearn on 30 September and Melness on 24 
October. Up to five birds were noted at various localities in the Munlochy/Tore area 
between 6 December and the year end. Two, reported at Alness on 30 December, were, 
perhaps, part of this group. 
 
 

Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula 
Locally common resident; recorded in all months of the year, normally in 
single-figure numbers. 
 
Winter/Spring: Widespread, but flock sizes were small, with double-figure BirdTrack 
counts at only ten locations. Peaks were 22 at Cromdale on 25 February, 16 at 
Strathmashie on 1 January, 15 at An Lochan on 13 January, 15 at Abriachan on 17 January, 
14 at Corriechullie on 7 January, 12 at Balbeg on 9 January, 12 at Portree on 13 January, 
12 at Achnahannet on 12 February, 11 at Insh Marshes on 6 March and 10 at Tomatin on 
17 February. 
 
Breeding: Although undoubtedly widespread, proof of breeding was obtained at only six 
sites, between 6 June at Achabeag and 25 September at Smithton. Five or six pairs were 
on Eigg where two pairs are known to have young.  

Autumn/Winter: There were only single-figure counts, probably family parties, until 18 
at Insh Marshes on 5 November, 10 at Maol a’ Ghiubhais on 15 November, 10 in three 
small flocks at Duntelchaig on 27 November, 17 at Portree on 9 December and 26 at 
Ryvoan on 2 December. 
 
 

Common Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrina 
Scarce migrant. 
 
A returning adult male was at Muir of Ord from 28 May until 8 July and another was at 
Clachtoll on 10 June.  
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Greenfinch Chloris chloris 
Common resident; locally common in Winter in east, although much 
scarcer than in earlier years.  
 
Winter/Spring: There were 2100 BirdTrack records in 2024 and counts of six or more 
birds during January to March were made at 19 sites, compared to 1976 and 16, 
respectively, in 2023. BirdTrack peak counts, however, were much lower with 40 at 
Dornoch on 9 January, 35 at Drumossie Avenue, Inverness on 8 February and 32 Dornoch 
Point on 2 March. Later peaks were 10 at Aviemore on 9 April and 10 at Merkinch on 26 
May.  
 
Summer/Breeding: Monthly maxima were 10 at Drumguish on 8 June, 15 at Kyllachy on 
6 July, and 20 at Dulnain Bridge on 2 August. The first song was heard at Culloden Moor 
on 28 January. Breeding was confirmed at only nine sites with first fledged young at 
Lochlonghead on 27 May.  
 
Autumn/Winter:  BirdTrack counts of six or more birds were made at only 11 sites (20 
in 2013) and flocks were considerably smaller, with 45 at Allangrange on 7 December  by 
far the largest count. Other monthly peaks were 20 at Dulnain Bridge on 2 August, 20 at 
Tulloch on 27 September, 45 at Portree Harbour on 2 October, 19 at Tulloch on 8 
November and 45 Allangrange on 7 December. 
 
 

Twite Linaria flavirostis 
Uncommon breeder; can be locally common in Winter, especially in east. 
 

Winter/Spring: There were only 35 BirdTrack records from about 27 sites during the 
period January to April, compared to 60 and 33, respectively, in 2023. By far the largest 
flock was 200 at North Kessock on 9 February. Other reports from non-breeding areas 
included 10 at Easter Dalziel on 23 February, with six at Alturlie next day and presence 
at Ferry Point, Dingwall and Loch Kinellan in March/April. A few birds were also present 
in western, breeding areas including 12 at Glencripesdale on 10 January, 20 at Neist Point 
on 10 March, 27 Kilchoan on 3 April, 11 Drumbuie on 17 April and up to eight at 24 other 
sites by the end of April. 
 
Breeding: The only relevant reports were of nest-building at Achmelvich on 10 April, 
fledged young at Sanna on 30 July, and Ockle on 10 August. In the annual reserve report, 
SWT commented that “Linnet is now much more numerous than Twite on Eigg, which is a 
complete reversal of the situation of 10 years ago”. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: There were only 103 BirdTrack records during the period 
May-December (151 in 2023). By May, birds were widespread in breeding areas, but the 
only sizeable flocks were 12 at Sanna on 3 May and 30 at Aird Point on 6 May. A report of 
two at Dorback on 13 June was noteworthy. Later monthly peaks were five at 
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Ardnamurchan on 28 June, ten at Elgol on 10 July and 10 at Heaste on 31 July, 50 at 
Broadford Bay on 22 August, 40 at Kilchoan on 11 August and at Kingsburgh on 23 
August, 40 at Neist Point on 1 September and at Loch Ewe on 3 September, 16 at Aonach 
Eagach on 10 October, 70 at Coul Links on 20 November and 50 at Dornoch on 4 
December. Elsewhere, there were 27 at Sanna Bay on 7 August, 30 at Ashaig on 26 August, 
24 at Coral Beach, Dunvegan on 3 September, 27 at Ullapool on 6 September, 20 at 
Gairloch on 8 September, 18 at Tarbat Ness on 8 September, 23 on Applecross peninsula 
on 16 September and 12 at Balnakeil on 9 December. 
 
 

Linnet Linaria cannabina 
Common local resident, mainly in east; common in Winter in east, 
especially about the Moray Firth. 
 
Winter/Spring: There were 910 BirdTrack records during the year (863 in 2023) and 
the peak count during January-March was 2000 at Kirkhill on 11 February. Other high 
counts were 250 at Loch Flemington on 11 February, 150 at Culloden/Milton of Culloden 
on 20 February, 120 at Dornoch on 7 February and 100 at Gollanfield on 16 March. Unlike 
recent years, 80 at Boat of Garten on 21 February was the largest count in Strathspey. It 
was mid-March before there were any west coast records, with six at Red Point on 11 
March the largest count. Apart from two at Duntelchaig on 7 February and 13 at Lochan 
na Curra on 4 March, there were no other reports away from the Moray Firth until April.  

Breeding:  There were few records of proven breeding, with fledged young reported at 
only six sites, notably at Achabeag on 19 June. 

Summer/Autumn/Winter: Peak monthly counts were 50 at Carse of Ardersier on 2 
May, 75 at Tarbat Ness on 29 June, 100 at Tarbat Ness on 1 July, 80 at Loch Fleet on 17 
August, 600 at Loch Eye on 30 September, 100 at Tarbat Ness on 3 October and 100 at 
Bindal on 12 October, 800 at Dornoch on 22 November and 350 at Ashton Farm on 6 
December. Other large counts were 500 at Portmahomack on 22 September, 500 at 
Dalcross on 25 September, 300 at Loans of Tullich on 18 November and 200 at Dalcross 
on 12 December. Once again, there were few in Strathspey, with 30 at Dulnain Bridge on 
30 September the largest flock. Away from the Moray Firth concentrations, notable flocks 
were 40 at Kilmory-Fascadale on 1 August, 32 at Balnakeil on 31 August and 25 at 
Trumpan on 7 October. 
 
 

Common (Mealy) Redpoll Acanthis flammea 
Scarce migrant and Winter visitor in variable numbers; may breed in 
small numbers. 
 
Winter/Spring/Summer: Scarce, maxima six at Kincraig on 22 February. Elsewhere, up 
to four birds were seen at another 39 sites, mostly in Strathspey. One or more presumed 
migrants were noted at Scourie on 1 May, Upper Loch Torridon on 9 May, Handa on 27 
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May and Lochinver on 11 June. Later records of up to three birds came from Abernethy, 
Aviemore, Creag Meagaidh, Dava Moor, Kilbeg, Lairg, Loch Eynort, Loch Laggan East and 
Tollie and the last record was of five at Loch Cluanie on 22 August.  
 
Winter: The only records were of presence or singles at Strathdearn on 19 November 
and Carse of Ardersier on 9 December.  
 
 

Lesser Redpoll Acanthis cabaret 
Common breeder; winters in variable numbers. 
 
Winter/Spring: Although there were many fewer BirdTrack records during January-
April than in 2023 (522 compared to 1327), there were more large flocks. The largest 
count was 290, feeding on birch seeds on a track at Grantown-on-Spey on 22 January 
following high winds. Elsewhere, there were 200 at Drumguish on 24 January, 200 at mid-
Abernethy on 15 February, 150 at Ord Ban on 7 January, 140 at Kinchurdy on 4 February, 
120 at Loch Alvie on 4 February, 100 at Ruthven on 21 January, 100 at Nethybridge on 5 
February and 100 at Corrimony on 17 February. Later peaks were 90 at Grantown-on-
Spey on 23 March and 50 at Brora on 28 April. In addition, there were also 100 
Common/Lesser Redpolls at Tomatin on 23 February. 
 
Summer/Breeding: Summer counts were low, with 21 at Sanna on 25 June and no more 
than 11 at any site during July-August.  Recently-fledged young seen at Balgowan, Handa, 
Kinloch Laggan, Mallaig and Opinan were the only reports of proven breeding, apart from 
a distraction display noted at Loch na h-Achlaise on 8 July. 
  
Autumn/Winter:  There were rather few records of any note, although peak counts of 
30 at Glencanisp Lodge on 25 September, 60 at Dell of Killiehuntly on 24 October, and 
100 at Inverton on the 26 were reported. 
 

Crossbill Loxia spp. 

Widespread resident breeder, especially in coniferous forests. 
 
Currently four species of Crossbill are recognised as occurring in Scotland (including the 
rare, irruptive Two-barred Crossbill Loxia leucoptera). The small-billed Common 
Crossbill (Loxia curvirostra) is widespread in Highland, although numbers fluctuate from 
year to year depending on breeding success and on the strength of irruptions. Parrot 
Crossbill (Loxia pytyopsittacus) – the largest species – breeds in small numbers in 
Strathspey, but is rare elsewhere. Scottish Crossbill (Loxia scotica) is intermediate in 
morphology and, although some call types were thought to be diagnostic of this species, 
this is now uncertain. It is likely that the validity of this taxon (at least at species level) 
will soon cease to be recognised by the IOC and BOU (who maintain the British List). 
Currently, Scottish Crossbill sits on AviList as a separate species, though this is 
considered likely to change.  Crossbill identification in the field is extremely difficult. 
Neither in-hand bill measurements nor analysis of sound recordings can always lead to a 
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firm determination. It is HBR policy to accept claims of Common Crossbill as such, 
although it is likely that at least some will refer to Scottish Crossbill (and, less likely, to 
refer to Parrot Crossbill). Until reliable criteria are established for the identification of 
Parrot or Scottish Crossbills, claims of these will simply be enumerated. Many observers 
simply record ”Crossbill sp.” and records falling in this category are analysed separately. 
 

Parrot Crossbill Loxia pytyopsittacus 
Very local breeder in Strathspey, probably rare or absent elsewhere. 
 
No records of this species were submitted to SBRC or HRC for consideration, but three 
claims were reported. 
 
 

Scottish Crossbill Loxia scotica 
Uncommon local breeder; probably rare in far north and west. 
 
Although one record of this species was submitted to the Highland Records Committee 
(HRC) for consideration, the Committee felt unable to assess it at this time, owing to a 
lack of acceptable criteria and the record is meanwhile pended. In total, 76 claims were 
reported. A total of 41 reports were received from about 20 named sites. 
 
 

Common Crossbill Loxia curvirostra 
Widespread breeder in coniferous forests throughout the region; 
regular (irruptive) migrant. 
 
Winter/Spring:  There were 152 BirdTrack records in January-April from about 63 
named sites. Peak monthly counts were 22 Fortrose on 28 January, 20 at Craig Phadrig 
and at Craig Dunain on 12 February, 20 at Tomvaich on 2 March and 15 at Abernethy on 
20 April. Counts of ten or more were made at an additional five sites. In Sutherland, four 
were seen at Glen Loth (Upper) on 26 February and one or two at another five sites. Up 
to three birds were at three sites on Skye and a maximum of five were on Rum on 2 April. 
 
Breeding: The only reports of proven breeding (fledged young) came from Arisaig on 6 
May, Glenmore on 23 May, Kinloch on 18 June and Inverfarigaig on 8 July. Birds carrying 
nest material were seen at Tomvaich on 30 April and other signs of probable breeding 
were noted at Balgowan, Creag Bheag, Culloden Moor, Culloden Wood and Spey Dam. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: There were 266 BirdTrack records in May-December from 
about 114 named sites (172 and 70, respectively, in 2023). Counts over ten were 30 at 
Tomfat Woods on 3 November, 30 at Anagach Woods on 30 October, 20 on Rum on 6 May, 
15 at Falls of Shin on 10 June, 14 at Creagan an Righ on 19 December and 12 at Carr Bridge 
on 24 November. There were 23 records from Skye, maximum 10 at Portree on 23 
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December, but only nine records, maximum three, from Sutherland. Eight at Aoineadh 
Mòr on 28 November was the maximum count from eleven Lochaber records.   
 
(Crossbill species) 
Winter/Spring: There were only 16 BirdTrack records during January-April (132 in 
2023). The highest counts were 100 at Tomatin on 23 February, 20 at Garbole on 16 
February, 15 at Druim nan Daoidh on 9 January, 14 at Loch Arkaig (east end) on 27 
January and 10 at Loch Duntelchaig on 2 March. 

Breeding: The first song was heard at Abernethy on 14 April. Although probable 
breeding was noted at five sites, the only record of proven breeding was at Anagach 
Woods on 16 June, where young were being fed.  

Autumn/Winter: There were 149 BirdTrack records during May-December (135 in 
2023). The highest counts were 31 at Dell of Killiehuntly on 8 December, 20 at Culloden 
Wood on 27 November, 20 at Drumguish on 5 December and 19 at Dell of Killiehuntly on 
3 August. 
 
 

Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis 
Widespread, often abundant, throughout the region. 
 
Winter/Spring: There was a further decline to only 23 sites with BirdTrack records of 
10 or more birds during January to April (27 in 2023, 47 in 2022). Monthly maxima were 
62 over an extended area by Kinlochewe on 30 January, 60 at Tain on 9 February, 36 at 
Onich on 9 March and 97 at Hilton of Cadboll on 3 April. Other notable records of this 
widespread species include 55 at Portmahomack on 2 February, and 22 at Lairg on 9 
February.  
 
Breeding: The first singing bird was reported at Croy on 17 February, the same date as 
in 2023. Proven breeding was noted at 22 sites with fledged young first seen at Fort 
William on 27 May. 
 
Summer/Autumn/Winter: Monthly peaks were 19 at Achabeag on 23 June, 23 at 
Uileann on 28 July, 30 at Kilchoan on 6 August, 100 at Tain on 19 September, 30 at 
Portnaluchaig on 12 October, 90 at Portmahomack on 19 November and 120 at 
Lochlonghead on 26 December. Other notable counts were 30 at Kilchoan on 6 August, 
80 at Brora on 6 September, 40 at Culkein Drumbeg on 23 September and 20 on Eigg on 
20 October. 
 
 

Siskin Spinus spinus 
Common breeder and common migrant, but can be scarce in mid-
Winter. 
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Winter/Spring: There were 10 or more birds at 31 locations in January (16 in 2023). 
Flocks included 120 at Clachan on 3 January, 100 at Seafield on 21 January, 150 at 
Anagach Wood on 24 January, 100 at Garbole on 16 February, 100 at Pityoulish on 27 
February, 56 caught at Drummond on 17 March, and 190 at Anagach Woods on 10 April. 
Away from core areas, there were no reports of over five birds in Sutherland, 50  were at 
Locheil on 3 January, 20 at Port na Caranean, Rum on 6 January, 30 at Lochaline on 19 
January and 40 between Fort William and Caol on 14 February. 
 
Breeding:  First song was heard at Kirkhill on 15 February, first fledged young were 
noted at Drummond on 7 May and breeding was proven at 18 sites. The SWT reserve 
report stated: “A moderately successful season” on Eigg. 
  
Summer/Autumn/Winter: Monthly peaks and triple-figure counts were 50 in an 
Aviemore garden on 19 June, 120 at Aviemore on 7 July, 24 at Kilmory to Fascadale on 1 
August, 50 at Culag Woods on 27 September, 110 at Braemore on 13 October, 150 at 
Nethybridge on 19 November and 135 at Glentromie on 1 December. The peak count in 
Sutherland was 50 at Culag Woods on 27 September. Elsewhere, there were 50 at 
Lochaline on 23 November, 21 at Ardsheal on 29 May, 33 at Castle Tioram on 30 
December, 50 at Appin on 26 December and 70 at Loch Eil on 28 December. 
 
 

Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis 
Rare breeder; locally common migrant and Winter visitor. 

 

Winter/Spring: There were only 59 BirdTrack records up until 8 April (70 in 2023) and, 
of these, 52 came from, or near, Cairn Gorm Car Park. There, a virtual feeding station is 
established with peak counts of 40 on 7th and 26th January, 100 on 22 February and 3 
March. Elsewhere, there were 30 at Glen Loth (upper) on 26 February, 42 at Dornoch on 
19 January, nine at A’ Chraileag, Kintail on 11 March and five on Ben Nevis on 28 March. 
One or two were also reported at Bynack Stable, Dalwhinnie, Eigg, Embo-Coul Links, 
Glencoe Mountain Chairlift, Handa, and Sanna Bay. Later flocks included 20 at Cairn Gorm 
on 10 April, and 18 in Glenshiel on 22 April. 

Breeding: On or near Cairn Gorm, there were eight on 12 May, four on 19 June, 10 on 17 
July and three in August, including a juvenile on 30 August. At least four juveniles were 
seen being fed on Braeriach on 27 July, was the only other record referring to breeding. 
Four were on Ben Nevis on 12 May, with three on 11 June. One or two birds on likely 
breeding habitat during the breeding season were also noted at Conival, Beinn Eibhinn, 
near Beinn Eighe, Ben Nevis and Ring of Steall at Glen Nevis. 

Autumn/Winter: The Cairn Gorm flock counts included 60 on 17 November, a peak of 
80 on 4 December and 30 on 3 December. Elsewhere, there were 25 at Loch Droma on 4 
November and 22 at Dornoch on 22 November. Other sites with up to five birds were 
Chanonry Point, Gleann Chorainn, Inver, Inverness Airport, Loch Garten, Loch Talaheel, 
Meall Dearg, Old Man of Storr, Portmahomack, Raffin, Rough Bounds of Knoydart, Rum, 
Sgurr na Sgine, Shenavall, The Saddle and UHI Inverness, 
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Snow Bunting © Dean MacAskill 

 
 

Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra 
Rare local breeder, now close to local extinction. 
 
Winter/Spring: In January to May, up to three birds were seen over a wide area near 
Inverness Airport, from Milton of Culloden in the west to Gollanfield in the east, including 
Ardersier, Balspardon Cottages and Easter and Wester Dalziel. However, a flock of 32 
birds was counted at Gollanfield on 15 March, indicating that the population is 
considerably larger than was thought. An outlier was a report of a single bird at Kirkhill.  

Summer/Breeding: One or two birds were seen over the same range of sites as in 
Winter/Spring, with singing heard at Alturlie, Easter Glacton, Easter and Wester Dalziel 
and Milton of Culloden. An agitated bird, indicating probable breeding, was seen at 
Alturlie on 24 July. 

Autumn/Winter: Presence at Dalcross on 24 November was the only record. One, at UHI 
Inverness on 3 November, was at the western extremity of the core range.  
 
 

Yellowhammer Emberiza citronella 
Locally common resident in east, but declining, especially in Badenoch 
& Strathspey; scarce in north and west, but may be increasing, 
especially in west. 
 
Winter/Spring: During the first four months there were 387 BirdTrack records from 
about 110 named sites (93 in 2023). Monthly maxima were 27 at Loch Eye on 10 January, 
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38 at Allanfearn on 8 February, 30 at Ardersier on 15 March and 30 at Culloden/Milton 
of Culloden on 4 April. Outside the core area of around the Moray Firth, up to three birds 
were noted at Balloan, Dalmore, Dunmain, Dunvegan, Eigg, Gartymore, Loch Ruthven, 
Plockton and Tomich. Eleven sites in Lochaber held up to four birds and one or two were 
at four Strathspey sites. Two at Drumguish (where they were regular until the early 
1980s) on 21 March were the only Badenoch records. One at Glen More on 28 April was 
an unusual location.  
 
Breeding: The first song (early) was heard at Ashton on 16 February. An agitated bird 
was seen at Alturlie on 28 May and the first fledged young were noted at Hilton of Cadboll 
on 11 June. Breeding was also proven at Achabeag, Allt Fearn, Culloden/Milton of 
Culloden, near Tain and Tarbat Ness. 
 
Autumn/Winter: Numbers remained low, with a maximum of 35 at Tarbat Ness on 30 
November. Elsewhere, the only double-figure counts in the second half of the year were 
30 at Talich on 30 October, 20 at Ashton Farm on 26 November and 15 at Culloden/Milton 
of Culloden on 11 December. Nearly all records came from the core area around the 
Moray Firth, but two were at Plockton on 30 November, two at Achabeag on 28 
December, a maximum of two at Allt Fearn on 2 December, one at Sanna on 25 October, 
and two at Banavie on 10 September.  Other records included two at Drumochter on 3 
August, one on Insh Marshes on 14 September and singles near Nethybridge on 18 
October and 14 November.   
 
 

Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus 
Locally common resident, particularly in east; scarce in uplands. 
 
Winter/Spring: There were 133 BirdTrack records during the first three months, 
maxima 25 at Loch Eye on 4 January, 20 there on 26 February and 26 at Beauly on 1 
March. The only other sites with double-digit counts were 16 at Dornoch on 16 January 
and 12 at Wester and Easter Dalziel on 26 February.  Away from the Moray Firth, there 
were few records before mid-April when they became widespread in small numbers.  
Eight were at Drumguish on 1 March, six were at Inverpolly on 3 April and five at 
Coulnakyle on 1 March.  

Breeding: The first report of singing was early, at Tain on 18 February, but breeding was 
proven at only Balgowan, Corrimony, Dalmore, Eigg and Rogart.  

Autumn/Winter: There were 135 BirdTrack records from 57 named sites during 
September to December (123 and 59 respectively in 2023). Numbers were again low, 
with peaks of six at Tarbat Ness on 7 September, 15 there on 6 October, 12 Nethybridge 
on 30 November and 11 there on 6 December. Away from the core area around the Moray 
Firth, up to four birds were at 11 sites in Sutherland. Two were on Rum on 10 December 
and singles were at five sites on Skye. Up to five birds were at another seven sites in 
Badenoch & Strathspey. Seven were at Lochlonghead, Kyle on 5 October and singles at six 
Lochaber sites. 
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Escapes and Feral Birds 
 

Records given here, exclude domesticated species (e.g. Greylag Geese, Mallard), and species released 
in large numbers of recreational shooting (Pheasant and Red-legged Partridge).  The supposedly feral 
breeding Whooper Swans along Glen Strathfarrar have also been omitted, despite a widespread belief 
that these are feral birds. 
 
 

Snow Goose Anser caerulescens 
Reports of a single individual at Balnakeil Marsh on 13 May and 13 at Deshar Road Pool on 10 and 
12 June (including one blue morph), are likely to be escapes or feral individuals. 
 
 

Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis 

The feral flock from Strathspey area was again widely reported over the spring and summer 
period, when the Arctic breeding population is absent.  Flocks were regularly present at Dell of 
Killiehuntly, Balavil, Insh Marshes and Boat of Garten. While most records were of relatively small 
numbers, large flocks were also noted of over a hundred individuals. The maximum counts 
encountered were of 139 individuals at Dell of Killiehuntly, on 7 August, and 170 at the same 
location on 19 August. 
 

 
Ruddy Shelduck © Dean MacAskill 

 

Ruddy Shelduck  Tadorna ferruginea 
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Winter/Spring/Summer: A single bird was seen in the Dingwall area over the period 25 
February to 16 May.  A bird, likely the same individual, was then seen regularly at Udale Bay from 
5 June through to 30 August. 
 
Autumn/Winter: The last record of an individual, probably the same bird, was made on 15 
September, again at Udale Bay. 
 

 

Mandarin Duck Aix galericulata 
Winter/Spring/Summer/Autumn:  There were occasional records from various 
locations, including Littlemill, Garve, and Beaufort Woods area, where a female was seen 
with three ducklings.  Other than these, the Strathnairn population (which is 
predominantly within Moray & Nairn) was occasionally recorded at Cantraybridge, which 
lies just within the Highland recording area. The Cantraybridge flock, which can number 
up to about 20 individuals, is probably regular over the non-breeding season, despite the 
paucity of records, where for some reason it appears to be heavily dominated by males. 
 

 

Helmeted Guineafowl  Numida meleagris 
Spring:  A single record of a Helmeted Guineafowl was noted at Loch a' Chlachain, 

Duntelchaig on 6 May. 
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First and Last Dates 
 

Summer visitors First Last Winter visitors Last First 

Swift 30 Apr 18 Sep Brent Goose 2 Apr 25 Aug 
Cuckoo 3 Apr 14 Aug Barnacle Goose 8 Jun 13 Sept 
Corncrake 20 Apr 24 Jul Pink-footed Goose 29 May 29 Aug 
Whimbrel 6 Apr 20 Oct White-fronted Goose 14 Apr 6 Oct 
Common Sandpiper 6 Mar 30 Sep Whooper Swan 12 Jun 14 Aug 
Sandwich Tern 18 Mar 24 Sep Shoveler 15 Jun 14 Sep 
Little Tern 29 Apr 19 Aug Pintail 30 Apr 11 Sep 
Common Tern 18 Apr 3 Nov Pochard - 30 Sep 
Arctic Tern 8 Apr 30 Aug Scaup 19 May 1 Aug 
Great Skua 26 Mar 7 Oct Long-tailed Duck 31 May 26 Aug 
Arctic Skua 27 Apr 4 Nov Turnstone 9 Jun 21 Jul 
Manx Shearwater 29 Mar 30 Sep Sanderling  15 Jun 21 Jul 
Osprey 10 Mar 23 Sep Purple Sandpiper 1 Jun 14 Aug 
Sand Martin 25 Sep 18 Mar Jack Snipe 30 May 9 Sep 
Swallow 28 Mar 10 Nov Glaucous Gull 19 May 16 Sep 
House Martin 1 Apr 15 Nov Iceland Gull 23 Jun 16 Sep 
Wood Warbler 23 Apr 1 Jul Little Auk 27 Jan 8 Nov 
Willow Warbler 1 Apr 26 Sep Waxwing 16 Jun 28 Nov 
Chiffchaff 16 Mar 13 Dec Fieldfare 24 Jun 21 Oct 
Sedge Warbler 8 Sep 17 Apr Redwing 22 May 20 Sep 
Grasshopper Warbler 21 Apr 14 Aug Brambling 24 May 25 Sep 
Garden Warbler 26 Apr 14 Jul Snow Bunting 21 May 22 Sep 
Whitethroat 21 Apr 25 Sep    
Ring Ouzel 30 Mar 4 Nov    
Spotted Flycatcher 29 Apr 13 Sep    
Pied Flycatcher 27 Apr 10 Sep    
Redstart 21 Apr 28 Au    
Whinchat 22 Apr 21 Sep    
Wheatear 20 Mar 22 Oct    
Tree Pipit 11 Apr 1 Sep    

 

Note: The above list has been edited down from previous iterations, because some species may 

now be consistently over-wintering, or because some wintering species now have established 

feral/wild breeding populations, which may disperse, leading to significant doubt as to whether 

the individuals of the relevant species are part of the migratory or feral/wild breeding population. 
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Bird Ringing in Highland recording area during 2024 
Hugh Insley 

This report summarises the Highland Reporting Area extract from the Online Demography Report 
for 2024 ((http://www.bto.org/ringing-report, created on 22 October 2025). 

In 2024, a total of 24880 birds were ringed in the Highland Recording Area (22264 in 2023). In 
addition at least 5677 birds already carrying rings were re-trapped so that in total 30557 birds 
were processed by ringers in the area in 2024. This compares with a grand total of 865934 birds 
ringed and 201459 re-trapped in the whole of Britain and Ireland in the year. These figures are 
slightly below the running average for earlier years for various reasons which include the impact 
of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza, but also the poor weather throughout much of the 2024 
breeding season. 

Table 1: Ringing and recovery totals for Highland in 2024 

The totals for most species are given in Table 1 (below), but exclude a few rare species which are 
kept confidential in the county and regional totals for reasons of security, though all are included in 
the British and Irish totals list.  The total for the Britain and Ireland column in Table 1 is not given 
because not all species were caught in Highland. Table 1 includes only species ringed or found here.  

The twelve species whose names are in bold are those for which more than 15% of the British and 
Irish Total were ringed in Highland. 

Pulli are birds ringed in the nest or before the birds could fly in the case of nidifugous species such 
as waders,  juveniles are those identified as being in their first calendar year, adults are all birds in 
their second or later calendar years.  

Recoveries are reports of birds found dead, or found away from the site of ringing. Re-traps are 
reports of birds found alive, generally within 5km of the ringing site, but for Storm Petrel (20km), 
Mute Swan and Canada Goose (40km), common shore waders (30km), gulls (40km) and Sand 
Martin (10km) this threshold is greater. 
 

Table 1. Summary of Ringing Totals for the Highland Bird Recording Area in 2024 

Juveniles are those birds identified as being in their first calendar year; adults are all birds in their 
second or later calendar years. Some birds cannot be aged by plumage characteristics. These 
unaged birds are tabulated separately and are included in the totals for the year. Those species for 
which more than fifteen per cent of the overall total were ringed in Highland are highlighted in bold 
in the table. Re-traps are birds recaught at or near to the ringing site. Recoveries are those birds 
reported elsewhere or found dead. 

 

http://www.bto.org/ringing-report
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Species Nestling Juvenile Adult Unaged Highland GB & Ire Re-traps Recoveries 

Barnacle Goose 0 0 0 0 0 465 0 1 

Pink-footed Goose 2 0 0 0 2 3 0 0 

Mandarin 0 0 1 0 1 58 0 0 

Mallard 2 5 13 0 20 766 2 2 

Teal 0 0 4 0 0 665 0 1 

Eider 0 0 8 0 8 127 37 1 

Common Scoter 0 0 1 0 1 2 0 0 

Goldeneye 0 0 2 0 2 8 0 0 

Grey Partridge 0 3 3 0 6 247 0 0 

Storm Petrel 0 0 559 0 559 6,829 59 11 

Fulmar 1 0 0 0 1 509 0 0 

Manx Shearwater 0 159 0 0 159 7,491 0 3 

Pied-billed Grebe* 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 

Grey Heron 32 0 0 0 32 150 0 1 

Shag 24 0 6 0 30 1,289 9 11 

Cormorant 59 0 0 0 59 477 0 5 

Osprey 56 0 0 0 56 195 0 22 

Golden Eagle 6 0 3 0 9 42 0 3 

Sparrowhawk 19 2 10 0 31 700 2 3 

Goshawk 5 0 0 0 5 267 0 0 

Hen Harrier 30 0 0 0 30 362 0 0 

Red Kite 24 2 0 0 26 193 0 0 

White-tailed Eagle 29 0 0 0 29 93 0 6 

Buzzard 44 5 6 0 55 228 3 9 

Corncrake 0 0 3 0 3 43 2 0 

Moorhen 3 2 0 0 5 406 6 1 

Oystercatcher 23 0 12 0 35 1,136 1 8 

Lapwing 27 0 0 0 27 1,659 2 0 

Golden Plover 0 0 1 0 1 202 0 0 

Ringed Plover 11 2 3 0 16 858 0 1 

Black-tailed Godwit 0 0 0 0 0 222 0 1 

Turnstone 0 0 6 0 6 356 0 0 

Knot 0 0 0 0 0 921 0 11 

Dunlin 0 4 29 0 33 1,992 1 0 

Woodcock 0 112 133 0 245 1,946 11 9 

Jack Snipe 0 0 25 19 44 790 5 0 

Snipe 6 7 8 17 38 914 1 0 

Common Sandpiper 5 0 0 0 5 64 0 0 

Redshank 0 0 22 0 22 1,346 2 0 

Kittiwake 41 0 20 0 61 1,395 63 0 

Black-headed Gull 54 0 2 0 56 1,965 0 4 

Common Gull 38 0 6 0 44 247 0 3 
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Great Black-backed 
Gull 

11 4 0 0 15 641 3 0 

Herring Gull 79 0 1 0 80 3,024 0 5 

Lesser Black-
backed Gull 

1 0 0 0 1 3,187 0 0 

Common Tern 199 0 0 0 199 2,332 0 3 

Arctic Tern 59 0 0 0 59 971 0 2 

Great Skua 24 0 0 0 24 167 0 3 

Arctic Skua 14 0 0 0 14 24 0 0 

Guillemot 82 0 74 0 156 2,000 212 38 

Razorbill 127 0 54 0 181 2,005 51 6 

Black Guillemot 2 0 0 0 2 196 0 0 

Puffin 21 0 32 0 53 2,642 1 0 

Rock Dove 0 10 39 3 52 492 1 27 

Woodpigeon 0 1 20 0 21 1,327 17 2 

Collared Dove 2 4 3 0 9 314 0 0 

Cuckoo 2 0 8 0 10 78 0 0 

Barn Owl 95 1 4 1 101 10,677 0 6 

Tawny Owl 27 4 5 0 36 1,172 2 4 

Long-eared Owl 0 0 4 0 4 122 0 0 

Short-eared Owl 0 2 0 5 7 110 0 0 

Swift 17 0 2 0 19 1,008 0 0 

Kingfisher 0 1 0 0 1 542 0 0 

Great Spotted 
Woodpecker 

0 14 29 0 43 1,887 23 0 

Kestrel 32 3 0 0 35 2,783 3 1 

Merlin 12 0 0 0 12 217 0 0 

Peregrine 4 0 0 0 4 457 0 0 

Jay 0 1 2 0 3 446 0 0 

Magpie 4 0 1 0 5 629 0 1 

Jackdaw 0 2 1 0 3 2,398 0 1 

Rook 0 2 0 0 2 428 0 1 

Carrion Crow 0 0 1 0 1 152 0 0 

Hooded Crow 1 0 0 0 1 72 0 0 

Raven 12 0 0 0 12 177 0 0 

Coal Tit 8 395 529 8 940 9,538 430 4 

Crested Tit 0 4 12 0 16 30 1 0 

Blue Tit 674 255 583 0 1,512 104,603 350 6 

Great Tit 208 282 425 0 915 50,881 305 2 

Skylark 4 5 12 17 38 2,124 0 0 

Sand Martin 0 30 139 0 169 7,010 22 0 

Swallow 100 3 12 0 115 15,233 0 0 

House Martin 0 1 2 0 3 2,783 0 0 

Long-tailed Tit 0 4 47 148 199 16,545 41 0 

Willow Warbler 30 337 69 0 436 18,784 42 1 

Chiffchaff 0 50 20 2 72 55,374 7 1 
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Yellow-browed 
Warbler 

0 2 0 0 2 512 0 0 

Sedge Warbler 0 3 18 0 21 18,823 1 0 

Grasshopper 
Warbler 

0 0 2 0 2 1,752 0 0 

Blackcap 9 29 24 0 62 52,320 37 0 

Lesser Whitethroat 0 1 0 0 1 2,180 0 0 

Whitethroat 0 6 2 0 8 8,196 3 0 

Goldcrest 0 232 32 18 282 11,988 61 0 

Wren 0 89 29 4 122 14,985 31 0 

Treecreeper 15 11 21 19 66 1,536 33 0 

Starling 32 89 98 9 228 18,837 16 4 

Blackbird 22 324 224 0 570 18,681 192 12 

Fieldfare 0 4 2 0 6 997 1 0 

Redwing 0 202 136 0 338 17,948 0 0 

Song Thrush 25 42 19 2 88 5,274 4 0 

Mistle Thrush 0 2 0 0 2 135 0 0 

Spotted Flycatcher 16 1 2 0 19 698 0 0 

Robin 24 288 166 3 481 22,036 296 1 

Redstart 29 0 0 0 29 1,228 0 0 

Whinchat 10 0 0 0 10 510 0 0 

Stonechat 3 23 4 0 30 1,965 12 0 

Wheatear 0 0 3 0 3 726 0 0 

Dipper 3 0 0 0 3 1,569 0 0 

House Sparrow 25 239 197 232 693 10,637 54 14 

Tree Sparrow 128 2 5 5 140 6,832 1 0 

Dunnock 6 204 116 10 336 14,904 245 2 

Grey Wagtail 14 2 0 0 16 1,166 0 0 

Pied Wagtail 27 0 3 0 30 2,404 0 0 

Meadow Pipit 15 66 10 1 92 12,169 0 0 

Tree Pipit 6 1 1 0 8 1,000 0 0 

Rock Pipit 4 4 3 4 15 489 2 0 

Chaffinch 4 1,389 1,656 27 3,076 23,361 525 27 

Brambling 0 0 41 0 41 1,884 0 3 

Hawfinch 0 0 1 0 1 161 0 0 

Bullfinch 0 19 48 0 67 3,772 20 0 

Greenfinch 0 243 370 0 613 17,102 63 17 

Twite 0 0 29 0 29 440 3 20 

Linnet 0 1 342 0 343 7,409 83 0 

Redpoll 0 132 398 2 532 12,445 63 6 

Crossbill 0 1 4 0 5 75 0 0 

Goldfinch 1 354 746 5 1,106 46,579 342 12 

Siskin 4 1,403 6,550 0 7,957 63,815 1,867 120 

Yellowhammer 0 14 12 0 26 3,450 0 1 

Reed Bunting 0 15 23 0 38 8,797 2 0 
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Totals (Highland 
only) 

2,814 7,155 14,355 556 24,880  5,677 470 

* New to the British and Irish ringing list. 
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Table 2. Selected recoveries of birds of birds ringed or found in Highland recording area 
reported in 2024. 

Barnacle Goose 
The longevity record for this species is: 26 years 11months 11 days set in 2004. 
 
The following bird moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland (more than 100km): 
1512652 First-year Male 06-07-2023 Highland Wildlife Park, Kincraig. 
                 Caught by ringer 16-07-2024 Loch Leven: (Perth and Kinross). 111km SSE 
                                                                                                     1y 0m 10d 
 
Most waterfowl become flightless for a period during their moult and 1512652 is one of the feral flock which 
moult within the safety of the Highland Wildlife Park each summer. The population of feral Barnacle Geese has 
burgeoned in the Highlands in recent years complicating the accurate recording of the wild populations which 
occur here. 

 
Shelduck  
The longevity record for this species is: 19 years 10 months 15 days set in 2021. 
 
The following bird ringed abroad was found here and reported in 2024 (countries with 20 or fewer 
such records): 
DEW Adult Female  29-08-1971 Großer Knechtsand: (Luneberg) Germany. 
3045418 (ring only)  24-03-2024 Dingwall. 908km WNW    52y 6m 24d        
 
Given that only the ring was found this cannot be used to indicate the longevity of this bird. 

 
Eider 
The longevity record for this species is: 35 years 6 months 26 days set in 1994. 
 
The following bird was the oldest reported in Highland in 2024: 
HT68952  Adult Female 01-06-1999 Nigg Ferry, Cromarty Firth. 

Caught by ringer 14-05-2000 Nigg Ferry, Cromarty Firth. 
Caught by ringer 13-05-2001 Nigg Ferry, Cromarty Firth. 
Caught by ringer 12-05-2002 Nigg Ferry, Cromarty Firth. 
Caught by ringer 26-05-2004 Nigg Ferry, Cromarty Firth. 
Caught by ringer 06-06-2014 Invergordon, Cromarty Firth. 
Freshly dead 04-01-2024        Rockfield, nr. Portmahomack. 20km NE 24y 7m 3d 

 
Red-throated Diver 
The longevity record for this species is: 35 years 11 months 23 days set in 2018. 
 
The following bird moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland (more than 100km): 
1420552  Nestling 24-07-2016 Ronas Hill: (Shetland). 
 Long dead  26-05-2024 Embo. 327km SSW  7y 10m 2d 
 
 
Storm Petrel 
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The longevity record for this species is: 38 years 17 days set in 2017. 
 
The following birds were among the oldest reported in 2024: 
2495493 Adult 22-08-1999 Faraid Head, Durness.  

Caught by ringer 21-08-2024 Skarvavikin, Nólsoy: Faroe Islands. 390km NNW 24y 11m 
  3d 

NOS  
5E06107    Adult 25-08-2007 Lindesnes Fyr: (Vest-Agder) Norway. 
        Caught by ringer 19-07-2010 Eilean nan Ron. 669km W 2y 10m 24d 
        Caught by ringer 08-07-2018 An Innis.             669km W 10y 10m 13d 
        Caught by ringer 03-08-2024 Nan Ron.            669km W 16y 11m 9d 
 
Both of these birds were likely to have been wandering non-breeders when first ringed. Once they have settled in 
colonies as breeders. Storm Petrels do not appear to visit other colonies or respond to the sound lures used by 
ringers to attract them to catching sites elsewhere. 

 
Grey Heron 
The longevity record for this species is: 23 years 9 months 2 days set in 2003. 
 
 The following bird moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland (more than 100km): 
 1504658 Nestling 06-06-2022 Eilean A’chuillinn, Loch Sunart. 
 Freshly dead 01-02-2024 Kenmore: (Perth and Kinross). 105km E 1y7m 26d 
 
Cormorant       
The longevity record for this species is: 21 years 6 months 21 days set in 1984. 
 
The following bird moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland (more than 100km): 
5032433 Nestling 27-05-2023 Castle Craig, North Sutor. 
  Long dead  12-03-2024 Benbecula: (Western Isles). 202km W  
                                                                                                     0y 9m 14d  
 
5032431 which was ringed on the same day and place was found dead on a trout farm at Hungerford, 
Berkshire in November 2023. 

 
The following bird was found abroad and reported in 2024 (countries with 20 or fewer such 
records): 
5290728 Nestling 25-06-2024 Eilean da Chuain, near Morar. 
         Freshly dead (shot) 01-10-2024 Between Eysturoy and Nolsoy: Faroe Islands.     
                                                                                                     567km N 0y 3m 6d 
 
This appears to be the first Faroese recovery of a BTO-ringed Cormorant. 
 
 
Osprey 
The longevity record for this species is: 20 years 11 months 0 days set in 2005. 
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The following bird was the oldest Highland ringed Osprey reported in 2024: 
1439840 Nestling 23-06-2012 near Spinningdale, Dornoch Firth. 
 Alive (colour rings seen) 13-01-2020 Kartung Quarry: The Gambia. 5,092km SSW 
                                                                                                     7y 6m 21d  
 Alive (colour rings seen) 21-08-2023 Bann Estuary: (Londonderry). 339km SSW  
                                                                                                     11y 1m 29d 
 Alive (colour rings seen) 24-08-2024 Bann Estuary: (Londonderry). 338km SSW  

12y 2m 1d 
 
The following birds were found abroad and reported on 2024 (countries with 20 or fewer such 
recoveries): 
1489616 Nestling 09-07-2019 Bonar Bridge. 
Alive (colour rings seen)  08-09-2024 Tryggelev Nor, Humble: Denmark. 988km ESE 
                                                                                                     5y 1m 30d 
1414276  Nestling 10-07-2022 near Erracht, Loch Eye. 
Alive (colour rings seen) 03-10-2022 Laguna Huerta Las Pilas, Algeciras: Spain.  
      2407km S  0y 2m 23d 
Alive (colour rings seen) 25-10-2023 Governor’s Lookout: Gibraltar. 2406km S  

1y 3m 15d                                                                                                                                                                      
Alive (colour rings seen)  28-04-2024 Kottengsvatnet: (Sor-Trondelag) Norway. 996km 
      NE 1y 9m 18d 
Alive (colour rings seen)  27-08-2024 Reserve Naturelle Estuaire de Seine: France.  
                                                                                                      969km SSE 2y 1m 17d  
1474587  Nestling 30-06-2024 Inverness. 
Alive (colour rings seen)  07-08-2024 Loch Garten RSPB Osprey Centre. 0y 1m 8d 
Found sick (died in care) 27-08-2024 Lunestedt: (Luneberg) Germany. 936km ESE  
                                                                                                      0y 1m 28d 
1706296 Nestling 07-07-2022 Confidential site in Highland. 
Freshly dead (injury)  15-11-2024 Tonkolili: Sierra Leone.  5,421km S 2y 4m 8d 
 
 
Golden Eagle 
The longevity record for this species is: 31 years 4 months 11 days set in 2021. 
 
The following bird was the oldest ringed in Highland and reported in 2024: 
ZY3047 Nestling 27-06-2015 Confidential site: Highland. 
Caught by ringer  10-12-2024 Confidential site: Highland. 27km SSW 9y 5m 13d 
 
 
Sparrowhawk 
The longevity record for this species is: 17 years 1 month 11 days set in 1999. 
 
The following bird moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland. 
EA86362      First-year Female  17-08-2024 Fair Isle, Shetland. 
Freshly dead (hit by car)  17-10-2024 Durness.  210km WSW  0y 2m 0d  
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White-tailed Eagle 
The longevity record for this species is: 27 years 5 months 22 days set in 2021. 
 
The following bird was the oldest ringed in Highland and reported in 2024: 
ZZ1562 Nestling 05-06-2008 Confidential site:  Highland. 
Alive (colour rings seen) 17-06-2024 Confidential site: Argyll and Bute. 5km 16y 0m 12d 
 
 
Buzzard 
The longevity record for this species is: 30 years 5 months 21 days set in 2016. 
 
The following birds were among the oldest reported in 2024: 
GC98518           Nestling  15-06-2010 Loch A Mhi Runaich, Stoer, Lochinver.  
Freshly dead (hit wires) 05-03-2024 Altandhu, near Achiltibuie. 18 km SSW  

    13y 8m 19d 
 
The following birds moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland (more than 100km) 
GN25581 Nestling 05-06-2004 Carnachy, Strathnaver. 
Unknown (ring only)  12-02-2024 Kilmarnock: (East Ayrshire).  314km S 19y 8m 7d 
 
GV28937 First-year 01-12-2018 Newton of Kinkell, near Dingwall. 
Long dead   01-04-2024 Aird, Skye. 109km WSW 5y 4m 0d 
 
 
Moorhen   
The longevity record for this species is: 11 years 11 months 27 days set in 2020 by FH05576 at 
Inverness.  
 
The following bird was the oldest reported in 2024: 
FJ13208  Adult Female 01-10-2017 Drummond, Inverness. 
Caught by ringer  29-10-2017 Drummond, Inverness. 0km 0y 0m 28d 
Caught by ringer  26-06-2019 Drummond, Inverness. 0km 1y 8m 20d 
Caught by ringer  12-10-2024 Drummond, Inverness. 0km 7y 0m 11d 
Alive (colour rings seen) 28-12-2024 Drummond, Inverness. 0km 7y 2m 27d 
 
 
Oystercatcher 
The longevity record for this species is: 41 years 1 month 5 days set in 2017. 
 
The following bird was the oldest reported in Highland in 2024: 
FP10389 First-year 21-11-1998 Longman, Inverness. 
Caught by ringer  16-04-2000 Longman, Inverness. 0km 1y 4m 26d 
Caught by ringer  22-09-2002 Longman, Inverness. 0km 3y 10m 1d 
Caught by ringer  29-12-2007 Longman, Inverness. 0km 9y 1m 8d 
Caught by ringer  18-01-2015 Longman, Inverness. 0km 16y 1m 28d 
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Alive (ring read in the field) 11-06-2024 Inverness.   4km 25y 6m 21d 
 
The following birds ringed abroad were found here and reported in 2024 (countries with 20 or fewer 
such records)  
ISR 4120815   Adult  20-05-2022 Garður–Skálareyjarvegur: (Gullbringusýsla), 
      Iceland:  13y 8m 19d 
Alive (colour rings seen) 06-12-2024 Fort William. 1,252km ESE 2y 6m 16d  
 
ISR 4118471 Adult  22-05-2017  Hvalsnes: (Gullbringusýsla) Iceland:  
 Long dead   18-08-2024 Big Sand, Gairloch, Wester Ross. 1,147km ESE  

     7y 2m 27d 
 
Oystercatchers in Highland fall neatly into three groups. Those breeding around the Moray Firth, such as 
FP10389, are fairly sedentary and remain here year-round. Those breeding inland on higher ground and on the 
West Coast move south and south west to winter in Ireland and as far south as Devon. In winter the Moray Firth 
population is greatly increased by birds moving south from Iceland, The Faroes and Northern Isles. The two 
Icelandic birds above would belong to this group. 

 
Black-tailed Godwit 
The longevity record for this species is: 26 years 10 months 22 days set in 2023. 
 
The following bird was found abroad and reported in 2024 (countries with 20 or fewer such 
recoveries): 
DD01875  First-year 31-12-2021 Lonnie, near Castle Stuart, Inverness. 
Dead     22-11-2024 Saint-Jean-d’Angle: (Charente Maritime) France.  
                                                                                                     1,319km S 2y 10m 22d 
 
This individual is likely to have been one of the Icelandic breeding population, which moves south to winter 
mainly down through Britain and along the Atlantic Coast of France. 

 
Dunlin 
The longevity record for this species is: 19 years 3 months 26 days set in 2010. 
 
The following bird ringed abroad was found here and reported in 2024: 
NOS 8L04085 Adult  13-10-2023  Vikeneset: (More og Romsdal) Norway. 
Caught by ringer  05-03-2024 Dornoch Point.  762km SW 0y 4m 21d  
 
 
Woodcock 
The longevity record for this species is: 15 years 5 months 12 days set in 1937. 
 
The following birds were found abroad and reported in 2024 (countries with 20 or fewer such 
recoveries): 
EA41978 Adult  07-01-2024 Hartfield by Tain. 
Freshly dead (natural causes) 03-04-2024 Bleik, Andøy: (Nordland) Norway. 1,605km NNE  
                                                                                                      0y 2m 27d  
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EB28941 First-year 02-12-2022 near Wester Gruinards, Strathcarron. 
Freshly dead (shot)  28-04-2024 Toropetskiy District: (Tver’Oblast) Russian   
                                                                                                     Federation. 2,173km E 1y 4m 26d 
EA41655 First-year 23-02-2023 Skelbo Muir, near Dornoch. 
Freshly dead (shot)  04-05-2024  Yayskiy Munitisipalnyy Okrug: (Kemerovo Oblast) 
                                                                                                     Russian Federation. 5,445km NE 1y 2m 11d 
 
The following bird ringed abroad and found here was reported in 2024: 
NOS 6236947 First-year 03-11-2024 Sore Merkeskog, Utsira (Roaland) Norway.  
Freshly dead (shot)   09-12-2024 Kintradwell Lodge, Sutherland. 521km WSW  
                                                                                                     0y 1m 6d  
 
The longevity record for Woodcock is much shorter than might be expected for such a large wader and is 
probably a reflection of the pressure of hunting on the species, especially shooting in the breeding season revealed 
by some of the recoveries from countries further east.  

 
  
Kittiwake 
The longevity record for this species is: 26 years 8 months 18 days set in 2013. 
 
The following bird was the oldest reported in Highland in 2024: 
EW24544 Adult  06-07-2008 Isle of Canna. 
Caught by ringer  28-06-2018 Isle of Canna. 0km 9y 11m 22d 
Caught by ringer  23-06-2019 Isle of Canna. 0km 10y 11m 17d 
Caught by ringer  29-06-2021 Isle of Canna. 0km 12y 11m 23d 
Caught by ringer  05-07-2024 Isle of Canna. 0km 15y11m 24d 
 
The following birds ringed abroad were found here and reported in 2024 (countries with 20 or fewer 
such records) 
FRP FX29502 Nestling 27-06-2023 Pointe du Raz, Plogoff: (Finisterre) France. 
Freshly dead   19-06-2024 Meanish, Milovaig, Isle of Skye. 1,056km N 
                                                                                                     0y 11m 23d 
FRP FX29691 Nestling 01-07-2023 Pointe du Raz, Plogoff: (Finisterre) France. 
Freshly dead   17-04-2024 Fort William.  975km N 0y 9m 16d 
 
 
Black-headed Gull 
The longevity record for this species is: 33 years 2 months 16 days set in 2024. 
 
The following birds moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland (more than 100km): 
EA68139 Adult  20-06-2021 Grantown-on-Spey. 
Alive (colour rings seen) 08-08-2021 Redcar Beach (Redcar and Cleveland). 340 SSE  
                                                                                                      0y 1m 19d 
Alive (colour rings seen) 04-08-2022 Redcar Beach (Redcar and Cleveland). 340 SSE  
                                                                                                       y 1m 15d 
Alive (colour rings seen) 03-08-2024 Redcar Beach (Redcar and Cleveland). 340 SSE  
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                                                                                                      3y 1m 14d 
EA77050 Nestling 25-06-2024 Foulis Point, Cromarty Firth. 
Alive (ring read in field) 01-12-2024 Strathclyde Country Park, Motherwell.  207km S  
                                                                                                     0y 5m 6d 
EA68138 Adult  20-06-2021 Grantown-on-Spey. 
Alive (colour rings seen) 01-02-2023 Balmossie, Barnhill, (Dundee). 105km SSE 1y 7m  
   11d 
Alive (colour rings seen) 25-12-2024 Balmossie Mill, Broughty Ferry (Dundee). 105km  

SSE 3y 6m 5d 
 
These are typical movements outside the breeding season for Highland bred or breeding birds, most of which 
move down to winter across the Central Belt as far east as Dundee. 

 
 
Mediterranean Gull 
The longevity record for this species is: 18 years 2 months 28 days set in 2009. 
 
The following bird ringed abroad was found here and reported in 2024 (countries with 20 or fewer 
such records): 
DEH IA228729 Nestling 13-06-2022  Rehbach, near Leipzig: Germany. 
Alive (colour rings seen) 11-04-2023 Ythan Estuary (Aberdeenshire). 1,143km NW 
                                                                                                       0y 9m 29d 
Alive (colour rings seen) 06-09-2024 Allanfearn, Inverness. 1,268km NW 2y 2m 24d 
 
 
Great Black-backed Gull 
The longevity record for this species is: 30 years 0 months 4 days set in 2024. 
 
The following bird ringed abroad was found here and reported in 2024 (countries with 20 or fewer 
such records): 
NOS 3009448 Nestling 31-07-2009 Sandvaer, Tromsø: Norway 
Alive (colour rings seen) 14-12-2023 Port Seton: (East Lothian). 1,883km SW 14y 4m 

 13d 
Long dead   05-04-2024    Raffin, Stoer. 1,735km SW 14y 8m 5d  
 
Common Tern 
The longevity record for this species is: 33 years 0 months 6 days set in 1996. 
 
The following bird was the oldest from Highland reported in 2024: 
SV65289 Nestling 03-07-2003 Avoch, Black Isle. 
Dead    06-06-2024 Invergordon. 14km N 20y 11m 3d 
 
Great Skua 
The longevity record for this species is: 38 years 0 months 0 days set in 2017. 
 
The following bird moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland (more than 100km): 
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MA11569 Nestling 18-07-2015 Quendal, Rousay: (Orkney). 
Freshly dead   17-05-2024  Brora. 135km SSW 8y 9m 29d 
 
Guillemot 
The longevity record for this species is: 40 years 11 months 23 days set by an Isle of Canna bird in 
2019. 
 
The following bird was the oldest from Highland reported in 2024: 
T95414 Nestling 29-06-1991 Isle of Canna. 
Caught by ringer  01-07-2000 Isle of Canna. 0km 9y 0m 2d 
Caught by ringer  30-06-2001 Isle of Canna. 0km 10y 0m 1d 
Caught by ringer  04-07-2023 Isle of Canna. 0km 32y 0m 5d 
Caught by ringer  01-07-2024 Isle of Canna. 0km 33y 0m 2d 
 
The following birds moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland (more than 100km) 
X32698 Adult  05-07-2000 Leac Buidhe, Cape Wrath. 
Freshly dead    29-03-2024 Hove: (Brighton and Hove). 916km SSE S 23y 8m 

 24d 
X43187 Nestling 02-07-1995 Isle of Canna.  
Caught by ringer  10-07-2002 Isle of Canna. 0km   7y 0m 8d 
Caught by ringer  05-07-2003 Isle of Canna. 0km    8y 0m 3d 
Caught by ringer  06-07-2006 Isle of Canna. 0km    11y 0m 4d 
Caught by ringer  09-07-2014 Isle of Canna. 0km    19y 0m 7d 
Freshly dead   18-05-2024 Brandon, Tralee (Kerry). 587km SSW 28y 10m 

 16d 
T83703 Adult  03-07-1991 Isle of Canna.  
Caught by ringer  06-07-1994 Isle of Canna. 0km  3y 0m 3d 
Caught by ringer  02-07-1995 Isle of Canna. 0km 3y 11m 29d 
Caught by ringer  12-06-2024 Bardsey Island B.O. ( Gwynedd,) Wales. 490km  
                                                                                                      SSE 2y 11m 9d 
R65054 Nestling 20-06-2009 Ceann Ousdale, near Helmsdale. 
Caught by ringer  05-07-2024 Isle of Canna. 214km WSW 15y 0m 15d 
R86836 Nestling 14-06-2015 Castle Craig, North Sutor. 
Caught by ringer  07-07-2024 Isle of May (Fife). 190km SSE   9y 0m 23d 
 
T83703 ringed as an adult, and R65054 and R86836, ringed as nestlings are all unusual in that they involve birds 
moving from in the first case its apparent breeding colony and in the last two from their natal colonies to 

breeding colonies some distance away. 
 
The following bird was found abroad and reported in 2024 (countries with 20 or fewer such records) 
Y26883 Nestling 05-07-2023 Isle of Canna. 
Freshly dead (shot)  15-01-2024 Seydisfjordur (Norður-Múlasýsla) Iceland.  
                                                                                                     996km NNW 0y 6m 10d 
 
Like Puffins, Guillemots are favoured as food items in Iceland. 
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Razorbill 
The longevity record for this species is: 41 years 11 months 23 days set by a Bardsey Island bird in 
2004. 
 
The following birds were among the oldest from Highland reported in 2024: 
M68906 Nestling 23-06-1991 Great Saltee Ringing Station, Wexford. 
Caught by ringer  29-06-2024 Isle of Canna. 549km N 33y 0m 6d 
 
M41923 Nestling 29-06-1991 Isle of Canna. 
Caught by ringer  07-07-2009 Isle of Canna.        3km 18y 0m 8d 
Caught by ringer   01-07-2024 Isle of Canna.        3km 33y 0m 2d 
 
M68906 also moved the furthest distance within Britain and Ireland (more than 100km). It is unusual in having 
moved from its natal colony in Ireland to breed in Scotland. 

 
Magpie 
The longevity record for this species is 21years 8 months 23 days set in 1947. 
 
EM36163 Nestling 25-05-2023 Old Post Office, Gollanfield. 
Freshly dead   21-06-2024  Flemington Farm Road, Ardersier. 2km 1y 0m 27d 
 
While Magpies have been steadily moving into Highland for many years, 2023 was the first year in which any 
had been ringed and this appears to be the first Highland recovery for the species. 

 
Jackdaw 
The longevity record for this species is: 19 years 5 months 8 days set in 2020. 
 
There were fewer than 5 recoveries of this species: 
EW18976 Nestling 25-05-2018 Lonnie, near Newton. 
Dead    03-09-2024  Balnaglack, near Castle Stuart. 2km 6y 3m 9d 
 
Coal Tit 
The longevity record for this species is: 9 years 2 months 25 days set in 2008. 
 
The following bird was the oldest reported in Highland in 2024: 
AXE2077 Full-grown 28-10-2018 Fort Augustus. 
Caught by ringer  11-11-2023 Fort Augustus. 0km 5Y 0m 14d 
Caught by ringer  11-02-2024 Fort Augustus. 0km 5y 3m 14d 
 
The following bird moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland (more than 100km): 
BVB1651  First-year 25-02-2024 Inchberry near Fochabers. 
Caught by ringer  15-10-2024 Fort Augustus. 106km 0y 7m 20d 
 
 
Blue Tit 
The longevity record for this species is: 9 years 8 months 16 days set in 1984. 

Commented [AM1]: Gollanfield - change 
to black text. 
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The following bird was the oldest reported in Highland in 2024: 
AHD7100 Nestling 05-06-2018  Insh near Kingussie. 
Caught by ringer  05-05-2023 Drumguish. 2km 4y 11m 0d 
Caught by ringer  22-06-2024 Drumguish. 2km 6y 0m 17d 
 
 
Great Tit 
The longevity record for this species is: 10 years 10 months 29 days set in 2023. 
 
The following bird was the oldest reported in Highland in 2024: 
VERSUS82224 First-year 01-09-2018 Drummond, Inverness. 
Caught by ringer  31-10-2018 Drummond, Inverness. 0km 0y 1m 30d 
Caught by ringer  01-09-2019 Drummond, Inverness. 0km 1y 0m 0d 
Caught by ringer  08-03-2020 Drummond, Inverness. 0km 1y 6m 7d 
Caught by ringer  17-05-2021 Drummond, Inverness. 0km 2y 8m 16d 
Caught by ringer  08-05-2022 Drummond, Inverness. 0km 3y 8m 7d 
Caught by ringer  23-11-2022 Drummond, Inverness. 0km 4y 2m 22d 
Caught by ringer  03-05-2024 Drummond, Inverness. 0km 5y 8m 2d 
Caught by ringer  16-07-2024 Drummond, Inverness. 0km 5y 10m 15d 
 
 
Willow Warbler 
The longevity record for this species is: 10 years 11 months 18 days set in 2010. 
 
The following bird moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland (more than 100km): 
NXE310 First-Year 06-08-2022 Carse of Ardersier, near Nairn. 
Caught by ringer  18-08-2024 Linford Lakes Nature Reserve: Milton Keynes. 
                                                                                                     645km SSE 2y 0m 12d 
 
Sedge Warbler 
The longevity record for this species is: 8years 8 months 8 days set in 2001. 
 
The following bird ringed abroad was found here and reported in 2024 (countries with 20 or 
fewer such records): 
FRP 9105412 First-year 11-08-2023 PK 20, Saint-Vigor-D’ymondville: (Seine-Maritime) 
                                                                                                     France. 
Freshly dead (cat)  18-05-2024 Daviot, Inverness. 934km NNW 0y 9m 7d 
 
Goldcrest 
The longevity record for this species is: 5 years 3 months 14 days set in 2021. 
 
The following bird moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland (more than 100km): 
PXK193     First-year Female 28-10-2023 Green Lane Wood, Trowbridge: Wiltshire.  
Caught by ringer  10-10-2024 Carse of Ardersier, near Nairn. 707km N 0y 11m 

 12d 
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Caught by ringer  14-11-2024 Carse of Ardersier, near Nairn. 707km N 1y 0m 
     17d 

 
Blackbird 
The longevity record for this species is: 15 years 2 months 5 days set in 2000. 
 
The following birds were found abroad and reported in 2024 (countries with 20 or fewer such 
records): 
LN93078   First-year Male 09-03-2021 Hungladder, Skye. 
Caught by ringer  18-03-2021 Hungladder, Skye. 
Freshly dead (hit glass)  08-09-2024 Leirvikvelen, Mandal: (Vest-Agder) Norway. 
                                                                                                     817km E 3y 5m 30d 
LB26598    First-year Male 20-11-2022 Carse of Ardersier near Nairn. 
Caught by ringer  13-02-2023 Carse of Ardersier near Nairn. 0km 0y 2m 24d 
Freshly dead (hit glass)  05-04-2024 Tingvoll: (More og Romsdal) Norway. 893km NE  
                                                                                                      1y 4m 15d  
 
Robin  
The longevity record for this species is: 8 years 4 months 30 days set in 1977. 
 
The following bird was the oldest reported in Highland in 2024: 
AXE2480 Adult  10-02-2019 Fort Augustus. 
Caught by ringer  07-04-2021 Fort Augustus. 0km 2y 1m 28d 
Caught by ringer  08-12-2022 Fort Augustus. 0km 3y 9m 28d 
Caught by ringer  09-12-2024 Fort Augustus. 0km 5y 9m 29d 
Caught by ringer  26-12-2024 Fort Augustus. 0km 5y 10m 16d 
 
Chaffinch 
The longevity record for this species is: 13 years 11 months 26 days set in 2011. 
 
The following bird was the oldest reported in Highland in 2023: 
Z119301  Juvenile M 30-07-2014 Drummond, Inverness. 
Caught by ringer  16-01-2015 Drummond, Inverness. 0 km 0y 5m 17d 
Caught by ringer  27-11-2018 Drummond, Inverness. 0 km 4y 3m 28d 
Caught by ringer  18-01-2024 Drummond, Inverness. 0 km 9y 5m 19d 
 
The following birds moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland (more than 100km): 
BHB8320 Adult Female  28-08-2023 Drummond, Inverness. 
Freshly dead (hit glass)  02-03-2024 Lambeg, Belfast: (Down). 339 km SSW  0y 6m 3d 
 
BCB7166    First-year Female 15-10-2023 Calf of Man BO. 
Caught by ringer  26-12-2024 Morar. 331km N  1y 2m 11d 
 
AKZ9923     First-year Female 16-03-2024  Melvich. 
Caught by ringer  07-07-2024 Hungladder, Isle of Skye. 177km WSW 0y 3m 21d 
 



 

199 

 

All three of these individuals fit the pattern of Continental birds coming back and forth to winter as far south 
west as Ireland. 

 
Brambling 
The longevity record for this species is: 8 years 7 months 16 days set in 1983. 
 
The following birds moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland (more than 100km): 
ANR3048    First-year Female 20-02-2022 Lentran, by Inverness. 
Caught by ringer  29-04-2024 Fair Isle (Shetland). 280km NE 2y 2m 9d 
ACL6982     First-year Female 19-01-2022 Straanruie, Nethybridge. 
Caught by ringer  30-03-2024 Garvald, Moorfoot Hills: (Scottish Borders)  
                                                                                                     168km SSE 2y 2m 11d 
 
There were fewer than 5 recoveries of this species: 
AFV0195 Adult Female 09-02-2022  Ruthven, near Moy. 
Long dead   12-03-2024    Belivat. 20km NE   2y 1m 3d 
 
 
Twite 
The longevity record for this species is: 9 years 5 months 23 days set in 2020. 
 
The following birds moved the greatest distance within Britain & Ireland (more than 100km): 
BCB2418    First-year Male 24-02-2024 Seaton Snook: Stockton -on-Tees. 
Alive (colour rings seen) 21-04-2024 Lower Breakish, Broadford, Isle of Skye. 412 km 

NW 0y 1m 28d 
ACY1155    Adult Female 07-02-2024 Seaton Snook: Stockton -on-Tees. 
Alive (colour rings seen) 14-04-2024 Lower Breakish, Broadford, Isle of Skye. 412 km 

NW 0y 2m 7d 
 
 
Linnet 
The longevity record for this species is: 8 years 3 months 25 days set in 1975. 
 
The following bird moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland (more than 100km): 
BJC8607   First-year Male           14-10-2023    Portland Bill Bird Observatory: Dorset. 
Caught by ringer                              30-04-2024    Portree, Skye. 805km NNW 0y 6m 16d  
 
Very few Linnets from the north of Scotland and none from the north-west featured in the Migration Atlas 
(Wernham et al., 2002).  As the species has spread it seems only a matter of time before there are recoveries from 
birds wintering in France and Spain, as they are not uncommon from those breeding further south in Britain. 
BJC8607 ringed at Portland Bill BO on the south coast is very likely to have been returning from across the 
English Channel. 

 
Redpoll 
The longevity record for this species is: 8 years 5 months 22 days set in 1994  
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The following birds moved the greatest distance within Britain & Ireland (more than 100km): 
S952806  Full- grown Female 29-04-2021 Nigg Ferry: near Invergordon. 

Caught by ringer  17-01-2024 Dames Slough Hill, New Forest (Hampshire).  
                                                                                                      777km SSE 2y 8m 19d 
BCA6764    Adult Male  06-03-2024  Brandon: (Norfolk).  

Caught by ringer  09-03-2024 Brandon: (Norfolk) 0km 0y 0m 3d 
Caught by ringer  16-05-2024 Hungladder, Kilmuir, Skye. 730km NW  0y 2m 10d 
Caught by ringer  25-05-2024 Hungladder, Kilmuir, Skye. 730km NW   0y 2m 19d 

ATV2089   First-year Female 11-10-2021 Badlake Farm, West Anstey. (Devon). 
Caught by ringer  01-05-2024  Morar. 673km N  2y 6m 20d 

BBA0671       First-year  30-10-2022 Lime Tree Farm, Grewelthorpe. (North Yorkshire). 
Caught by ringer  31-05-2024 Grantown-on-Spey. 371km NNW  1y 7m 1d 

AKZ4663        First-year  11-02-2024    Deer Park Forest Croft, near Avoch (Black Isle). 
Caught by ringer  28-04-2024  Stenaday, Finstown: (Orkney) 171km NNE 0y 2m 

 17d 
Caught by ringer  01-05-2024  Stenaday, Finstown: (Orkney) 171km NNE 0y 2m 

 20d 
 
Goldfinch 
The longevity record for this species is: 10 years 0 months 2 days set in 2016 
 
The following birds moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland (more than 100km): 
ADZ8356 First-year Male 29-03-2023. Morar. 

Caught by ringer  28-02-2024 Polstead, (Suffolk). 702km SE  0y 10m 30d 
BRD5936 First-year Male 17-04-2024 Rosedan, Bagillt: (Flintshire). 

Caught by ringer  09-05-2024 Hungladder, Kilmuir, (Skye). 530km NNW 0y 0m 
       22d 

S314667           First-year Male 22-11-2020  Broomhill Grange, Edwinstowe, Nottinghamshire). 
Caught by ringer  17-11-2024 Morar. 517km NNW  3y 11m 26d 

ATY6800 First-year Male 11-01-2024 Peebles, (Scottish Borders). 
Caught by ringer  14-07-2024 Fort Augustus. 190km NNW 0y 6m 3d 

BVC4550    Female  13-12-2023 Fortrose, (Black Isle). 
Caught by ringer  07-04-2024 Reay: (Caithness). 112km N 0y 3m 25d 

  
Siskin 
The longevity record for this species is: 10 years 2 months 24 days set in 2024. 
 
The following bird was the oldest reported in Highland in 2023: 
S288307  Second-year Male 06-05-2016 near Kildary. 

Caught by ringer  12-03-2024 Humshaugh: (Northumberland). 325km SSE  
                                                                                                      7y 10m 6d 
 
The following bird moved the greatest distance within Britain and Ireland (more than 100km): 
BFD6710 First-year Male 26-03-2024        Broadham Green: (Surrey). 

Freshly dead   05-07-2024        Achnahannet, near Bonar Bridge. 801km NNW  
                                                                                                      0y 3m 9d  
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The following bird was found abroad and reported in 2024 (countries with 20 or fewer such reports. 
BRC7755     First-year Female 01-02-2024     Drummond, Inverness. 

Caught by ringer  28-02-2024     Drummond, Inverness. 0km 0y 0m 27d 
Caught by ringer  14-04-2024     Kjelsaas, Oslo: Norway. 909km ENE 0y 2m 13d 

 
The following birds ringed abroad were found here and reported in 2024 (countries with 20 or fewer 
such records) 
NOS 8H55898  Adult Male         14-05-2023          Nysætra, Ørskog: (More og Romsdal, Norway. 

Caught by ringer  24-03-2024     near Kildary. 805km SW                    0y 10m 10d 
 
NLA BL62983 First-year Male 30-09 2020  Ketelmeerdijk: (Ijsselmeerpolders) Netherlands                                                                                                   

Caught by ringer  05-04-2024           Drummond, Inverness. 828km NW 3y 6m 6d 
 
April 2024 saw one of the largest influxes of Siskins in recent years, with very large numbers visiting Highland 
gardens. Although a large number were caught by ringers, it is not clear from the controls and recoveries of 
ringed birds where these originated or whether this was driven more by the low coning levels in spruce and pine 
plantations in 2024. 

 
Snow Bunting 
The longevity record for this species is: 8 years 11 months 2 days set in 2005. 
 
The following bird ringed abroad was found here and reported in 2023: 
ISR926154 Full-grown M 03-04-2020       Vikingavatn, Grasida: (Nordur-Thingeyjar)  
                      Iceland. 

Alive (colour rings seen) 21-12-2022       Cairngorm Ski Car Park, Aviemore. 1211km SE  
                                                                                                   2y 8m 18d 
Alive (colour rings seen) 06-12-2023       Cairngorm Ski Car Park, Aviemore. 1211km SE 
                                                                                                  3y 8m 3d 
Alive (colour rings seen) 06-02-2024       Cairngorm Ski Car Park, Aviemore. 1211km SE 
                                                                                                   3y 10m 3d 
Alive (colour rings seen) 20-11-2024       Cairngorm Ski Car Park, Aviemore. 1211km SE  

                                                                                                    4y 7m 17d 
 
A photograph of this bird was featured in the 2022 Highland Bird Report. 
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Highland Recorder Report for 2024 
John Poyner 

By any standards, 2024 was an exceptional year for any bird recorder, with the region seeing a first 
breeding record for Britain, the long-awaited Blyth’s Reed Warbler, the first breeding record of 
Cranes in modern times, Little Ringed Plover as well as the return of Nightjar. Not to mention a 
new site for Temminck’s Stint and apparent hybrid breeding between Spotted Sandpiper and 
Common Sandpiper, although DNA analysis on an abandoned egg gave inconclusive results on 
its parentage. I could barely draw breath in Spring and it was a real privilege to have been Highland 
Recorder during this year. This wasn’t without problems: the Temminck’s Stint site required 
notification and was quite vulnerable to disturbance, coming at a busy time, and there was a lack 
of any immediate action available from the various authorities. The finder, a very experienced 
surveyor, agreed to monitor the site and I assisted him with a reference to get a licence fast-tracked 
from NatureScot, which was done within 48 hours. A full report was sent to the Rare Breeding Bird 
Panel (RBBP). 
 
There were very few data requests - any commercial ones are now passed on to BTO, as owners of 
the BirdTrack database. The RSPB conservation officers were provided with records for 
Capercaillie, Wood Sandpipers, Cranes and Slavonian Grebes as well as any other ad hoc 
requests for info. I also ensured that Mark Eaton, Secretary of RBBP, was kept in the loop regarding 
the rare breeders. 
 
BirdTrack records for Goldeneye in Badenoch & Strathspey are now also passed on to Pete Moore 
and the study group for inclusion with their own data to be forwarded to RBBP rather than 
duplicate some in my submission. 
 
The total records entered in to BirdTrack was 183,918 compared to 184,731 in 2023, a slight drop 
of 800 records or 0.4%. In contrast, e-bird records increased from 95,000 in 2023 to 118,000 in 
2024, quite a significant rise. This could possibly be due to an increase in visitors, especially from 
the United States, from my work as a guide, there was certainly a marked increase last year of 
birders from the US (all using eBird), since the pandemic. A worrying issue was highlighted with 
BirdTrack, concerning the feature of automated population of site checklists. There seems to be no 
filtering out of rare breeders and, although these are based on a 10km square, it would not take too 
much guess work to find the site for some species. It would also be possible to triangulate various 
sites. I have raised this with BTO who agreed that this indeed does happen and would be looked at. 
It has, however, led to further reluctance from certain observers to enter them into the system. 
By far the biggest task of the year was the RBBP submission, which took about three weeks to 
complete and was submitted by the autumn deadline required. 
 
As ever, a lot of time was spent chasing descriptions and observers, especially visiting birders. 
Social media sites have become a great tool for doing this, with a few submissions “per recorder” 
from photos obtained from this, otherwise lost. As far as I can see, there were only a small handful 
of claims that were never submitted, though it’s never too late of course. I’m still chasing the odd 
submission that appears to have been lost by BBRC during changeovers of secretary, Dave Pullan 
has assisted me with this, as with other BBRC matters for the region.  
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The two regional “WhatsApp” groups continue to grow in membership and remain administered 
by myself, Jon Clarke and Al McNee. The Rare birds group now has 197 members and the General 
group has 191. They are providing an excellent communication tool between resident and visiting 
Highland birders alike, as well as a valuable searchable archive for reference. There are the usual 
issues of some irrelevant posting and occasionally sensitive species, however this is monitored and 
seems to have decreased. 
 
As ever, I’d like to thank the sterling efforts of HRC in assessing description species and we are, of 
course, indebted to Peter Gordon for continuing his position as Chair. Also, thanks to the website 
team for maintaining a daily update and trawling the social media network for records; this 
provides a very valuable reference tool.  
 
Species Focus 
A difficult one, maybe, for species focus, Twite records didn’t show an increase, in fact there were 
fewer in 2024. It is hoped that this isn’t a result of decline, though I suspect in some areas that is the 
case. Ptarmigan however continued to be reported to me by hillwalkers and I think we certainly 
gained records and evidence of their presence from areas that would have otherwise remained 
unreported. 
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Black Grouse in the Highlands  
Andy Douse 

There are few sites as evocative as a Black Grouse lek, early morning and in full flow.  The challenge 
of an early start and invariably a long walk in is dissipated once a lek is encountered and you settle 
down to enjoy the spectacle.  We are fortunate in Highland that we still appear to have a strong 
population, when, nationally, Black Grouse seem to be declining in terms of numbers and range.  
Conservation efforts across England and Wales seem to have some, albeit limited success, but 
populations in southern Scotland are struggling.  

 

 

Black Grouse © Faron McLellan 

Apart from records submitted through BirdTrack (summarised in the systematic section), we are 
fortunate in having two long-running monitoring studies: across Badenoch & Strathspey (the 
Speyside Black Grouse Study Group, co-ordinated by GWCT), but undertaken by estate employees; 
and another, centred on the Beauly catchment, co-ordinated by RSPB, Forest and Land Scotland,  
and Trees for Life (as before the creation of Rewilding Affric Highlands), largely undertaken by 
volunteers, supported by staff from the three organisations. 
 
In Spring 2024, 18 estates in Speyside visited leks and submitted records. A total of 521 displaying 
males were recorded at leks, 73 were occupied by two or more males. The largest lek was attended 
by 27 males, with 16 leks being attended by 10 or more displaying males.  For the 29 ‘core’ lek sites 
on eight estates, counted annually since 2001, numbers increased by 37% since 2023, but the 
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number of lekking males is still 29% lower than 2001.  For the leks surveyed in both 2023 and 
2024, there was on average an increase of 14% (515 males in 2024 and 452 males in 2023).  
 

 

 

 

Image taken from 2024 Black Grouse presentation © Nicola Williamson/Affric Highlands 

Across Badenoch & Strathspey, the long running data set shows the population increasing to a 
maximum in 2011-2015, and fluctuating but broadly stable since 2017, as seen in the figure above. 
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Across the Beauly catchment, data have been gathered since 2007, mainly by RSPB staff based at 
Corrimony and only recently have volunteers been used to cover what is a large and complex area.  
Sample counts are undertaken in most years (the counts being done across 14 5x5km squares, at 
least twice over the main lekking period from March through to mid-May).  The graph below shows 
the data from all years covered, and includes two years (2007 and 2017) when a complete count 
of all squares within the defined catchment area was undertaken (a complete count is due in 2027).  
Because the 14 squares are a sample, the raw data are extrapolated to a catchment-wide estimate, 
with the vertical bars representing the likely range of total numbers. 
 
Inter-year changes in count data from individual squares suggest that males move around and that 

while some lek sites are persistent; others may only be occupied for relatively short periods of time.  

Taken together, it is apparent that, while the overall, estimated population fluctuates, there is no 

discernible long-term trend. 

 

The data from these two detailed area-based studies, combined with BirdTrack data (see the 

systematic list) strongly suggest a healthy, and probably stable Black Grouse population across 

Highland.  Indeed,  it seems likely that Highland remains a core area for Black Grouse, at odds with 

the picture of decline elsewhere.  Unfortunately, there has been no national survey since 2005, 

when the population was estimated as being c. 5100 lekking males.  The two study areas here 

account for just under 1000 lekking males, so even if the total population is still at this level, then 

Badenoch & Strathspey and Beauly support nearly 20% of the UK breeding population.  We will 

have to wait until the next Atlas to quantify current distribution, and hopefully update a total 

population estimate as well. 

  

Acknowledgements 

The  data given here could not have been gathered without the help of a large number of volunteers, 

estate workers, and as well as RSPB staff (Simon Mclaughlin), GWCT (Kathy Fletcher) and Trees for 

Life (Nicola Williamson) and Kirsty Knight (Forest & Land Scotland). 

 



 

208 

 

Index 

Arctic Skua ...................................................................... 107 
Arctic Tern ..........................................................................98 
Avocet ....................................................................................75 
Balearic Shearwater ................................................ 116 
Barn Owl .......................................................................... 129 
Barnacle Goose ................................................................34 
Bar-tailed Godwit ..........................................................81 
Bee-eater.......................................................................... 132 
Black Grouse .....................................................................59 
Black Guillemot ........................................................... 109 
Black Redstart .............................................................. 160 
Black Tern ...........................................................................98 
Blackbird.......................................................................... 156 
Blackcap ........................................................................... 149 
Black-headed Gull ..................................................... 102 
Black-tailed Godwit......................................................82 
Black-throated Diver .............................................. 112 
Blue Tit .............................................................................. 141 
Blyth’s Reed Warbler .............................................. 147 
Bonaparte’s Gull ......................................................... 102 
Brambling ....................................................................... 170 
Brent Goose .......................................................................33 
Bullfinch ........................................................................... 171 
Canada Goose ...................................................................33 
Capercaillie .........................................................................58 
Carrion Crow ................................................................ 138 
Chaffinch .......................................................................... 169 
Chiffchaff .......................................................................... 146 
Citrine Wagtail ............................................................. 166 
Coal Tit ............................................................................... 140 
Collared Dove ...................................................................67 
Common (Mealy) Redpoll................................... 173 
Common Buzzard ..................................................... 128 
Common Crane ...............................................................70 
Common Crossbill .................................................... 175 
Common Gull ................................................................ 103 
Common Rosefinch.................................................. 171 
Common Sandpiper ....................................................85 
Common Scoter ..............................................................52 
Common Tern ..................................................................98 
Coot ..........................................................................................69 
Corn Bunting ................................................................. 178 
Corncrake ............................................................................68 
Cory’s Shearwater..................................................... 115 
Crested Tit....................................................................... 140 

Cuckoo .................................................................................. 64 
Curlew Sandpiper ........................................................ 93 
Dipper ................................................................................ 162 
Dotterel ................................................................................ 76 
Dunlin .................................................................................... 95 
Dunnock ........................................................................... 165 
Eider ....................................................................................... 49 
European Shag ............................................................ 118 
Fea's/Desertas Petrel ............................................. 115 
Fieldfare ............................................................................ 157 
Fulmar ............................................................................... 114 
Gadwall ................................................................................ 42 
Gannet ................................................................................ 116 
Garden Warbler .......................................................... 150 
Garganey ............................................................................. 42 
Glaucous Gull ................................................................ 105 
Goldcrest .......................................................................... 151 
Golden Eagle .................................................................. 122 
Golden Plover .................................................................. 76 
Goldeneye .......................................................................... 54 
Goldfinch .......................................................................... 176 
Goosander .......................................................................... 55 
Goshawk........................................................................... 124 
Grasshopper Warbler ............................................ 148 
Great Black-backed Gull ....................................... 105 
Great Cormorant ........................................................ 117 
Great Crested Grebe ................................................... 72 
Great Northern Diver.............................................. 113 
Great Skua ....................................................................... 108 
Great Spotted Woodpecker ............................... 132 
Great Tit ............................................................................ 141 
Great White Egret ...................................................... 119 
Green Sandpiper ........................................................... 86 
Green Woodpecker .................................................. 133 
Greenfinch ...................................................................... 172 
Greenish Warbler ...................................................... 147 
Greenshank ....................................................................... 90 
Grey Heron ..................................................................... 120 
Grey Partridge ................................................................. 61 
Grey Phalarope ............................................................... 85 
Grey Plover ........................................................................ 75 
Grey Wagtail .................................................................. 166 
Greylag Goose.................................................................. 35 
Guillemot ......................................................................... 111 
Hawfinch .......................................................................... 170 



 

209 

 

Hen Harrier .................................................................... 125 
Herring Gull ................................................................... 104 
Hobby ................................................................................. 134 
Honey-buzzard ........................................................... 122 
Hooded Crow ............................................................... 139 
Hoopoe .............................................................................. 131 
House Martin ................................................................ 143 
House Sparrow ........................................................... 164 
Iceland Gull..................................................................... 106 
Icterine Warbler ......................................................... 148 
Jack Snipe ............................................................................83 
Jackdaw............................................................................. 137 
Jay .......................................................................................... 136 
Kestrel ................................................................................ 133 
Kingfisher ........................................................................ 131 
Kittiwake.......................................................................... 100 
Knot .........................................................................................91 
Lapwing ................................................................................78 
Leach's Petrel ............................................................... 114 
Lesser Black-backed Gull ..................................... 106 
Lesser Redpoll ............................................................. 174 
Lesser White-fronted Goose .................................38 
Lesser Whitethroat .................................................. 150 
Linnet ................................................................................. 173 
Little Auk.......................................................................... 110 
Little Egret ...................................................................... 119 
Little Grebe .........................................................................71 
Little Gull .......................................................................... 100 
Little Ringed Plover .....................................................78 
Little Stint ............................................................................97 
Little Tern ............................................................................97 
Long-eared Owl .......................................................... 129 
Long-tailed Duck ............................................................53 
Long-tailed Skua......................................................... 107 
Long-tailed Tit.............................................................. 144 
Magpie ............................................................................... 137 
Mallard ..................................................................................44 
Mandarin Duck ...............................................................41 
Manx Shearwater ...................................................... 116 
Marsh Harrier .............................................................. 124 
Meadow Pipit ............................................................... 168 
Mediterranean Gull .................................................. 103 
Merlin ................................................................................. 133 
Mistle Thrush ............................................................... 154 
Moorhen...............................................................................68 
Mute Swan ..........................................................................38 
Nightjar ............................................................................. 121 
Nuthatch........................................................................... 152 

Osprey ................................................................................ 121 
Oystercatcher .................................................................. 74 
Pallid Harrier ................................................................ 126 
Parrot Crossbill ........................................................... 175 
Peregrine Falcon ........................................................ 134 
Pheasant .............................................................................. 61 
Pied Flycatcher ............................................................ 159 
Pied/White Wagtail ................................................. 167 
Pink-footed Goose ........................................................ 37 
Pintail ..................................................................................... 45 
Pochard ................................................................................ 47 
Pomarine Skua ............................................................ 108 
Ptarmigan ........................................................................... 57 
Puffin ................................................................................... 109 
Purple Heron ................................................................ 120 
Purple Sandpiper .......................................................... 96 
Quail ....................................................................................... 62 
Raven .................................................................................. 135 
Razorbill ........................................................................... 110 
Red Grouse ........................................................................ 57 
Red Kite ............................................................................. 126 
Red-backed Shrike.................................................... 135 
Red-breasted Flycatcher ...................................... 159 
Red-breasted Merganser ........................................ 56 
Red-legged Partridge ................................................. 63 
Red-necked Grebe .......................................................... 72 
Red-necked Phalarope ............................................. 85 
Red-rumped Swallow ............................................ 144 
Redshank ............................................................................ 88 
Redstart ............................................................................ 160 
Red-throated Diver .................................................. 111 
Redwing ........................................................................... 155 
Reed Bunting ................................................................ 179 
Ring Ouzel ....................................................................... 157 
Ringed Plover .................................................................. 77 
Ring-necked Duck ........................................................ 47 
Robin ................................................................................... 158 
Rock Dove .......................................................................... 65 
Rock Pipit......................................................................... 169 
Rook .................................................................................... 138 
Rose-coloured Starling .......................................... 153 
Rough-legged Buzzard .......................................... 128 
Ruddy Shelduck ............................................................. 41 
Ruff .......................................................................................... 92 
Sabine’s Gull................................................................... 102 
Sand Martin.................................................................... 142 
Sanderling .......................................................................... 93 
Sandwich Tern ............................................................... 99 



 

210 

 

Scaup.......................................................................................48 
Scottish Crossbill ........................................................ 175 
Sedge Warbler ............................................................. 147 
Shelduck ...............................................................................40 
Short-eared Owl ......................................................... 130 
Shoveler ................................................................................42 
Siskin................................................................................... 176 
Skylark ............................................................................... 142 
Slavonian Grebe..............................................................72 
Snipe........................................................................................84 
Snow Bunting ............................................................... 177 
Snow Goose .......................................................................35 
Song Thrush .................................................................. 154 
Sooty Shearwater ...................................................... 115 
Sparrowhawk .............................................................. 123 
Spotted Flycatcher .................................................... 158 
Spotted Redshank .........................................................89 
Spotted Sandpiper ........................................................86 
Starling .............................................................................. 153 
Stock Dove ..........................................................................65 
Stonechat ......................................................................... 161 
Stone-curlew .....................................................................74 
Storm Petrel .................................................................. 113 
Surf Scoter...........................................................................51 
Swallow ............................................................................ 143 
Swift .........................................................................................63 
Tawny Owl ..................................................................... 130 
Teal...........................................................................................46 
Temminck's Stint ...........................................................93 
Tree Pipit ......................................................................... 168 

Tree Sparrow................................................................ 163 
Treecreeper ................................................................... 152 
Tufted Duck ...................................................................... 47 
Tundra Bean Goose..................................................... 37 
Turnstone ........................................................................... 91 
Turtle Dove ....................................................................... 66 
Twite ................................................................................... 172 
Velvet Scoter .................................................................... 51 
Water Rail .......................................................................... 67 
Waxwing .......................................................................... 139 
Wheatear ......................................................................... 161 
Whimbrel ........................................................................... 79 
Whinchat ......................................................................... 160 
White-billed Diver..................................................... 113 
White-fronted Goose ................................................. 38 
White-tailed Eagle ..................................................... 127 
Whitethroat ................................................................... 150 
Whooper Swan............................................................... 39 
Wigeon ................................................................................. 43 
Willow Warbler .......................................................... 145 
Wood Sandpiper ........................................................... 87 
Wood Warbler ............................................................. 144 
Woodchat Shrike ....................................................... 135 
Woodcock .......................................................................... 83 
Woodpigeon ..................................................................... 66 
Wren ................................................................................... 151 
Yellow Wagtail ............................................................. 165 
Yellow-browed Warbler ...................................... 145 
Yellowhammer............................................................ 178 

 

 



 

211 

 

 

 

 

Scottish Ornithologists’  Club 

Highland Branch 

 

 


